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^  1.  Introdaction.  1 2.  BreakiDg  up  of  the  caDtonments  at  French  Mills. 
I  3.  Affair  at  La  Cole  mill.  §  4.  General  Wilkinson  suspended. 
I  5.  March  of  Brown*s  army  to  the  Nianira.  (  6.  Holmes'  expedi- 
tion on  the  Thames.  §  7.  Situation  of  affairs  on  lake  Ontario.  $  8. 
Attack  on  the  towns  on  the  American  margin  of  the  lake.  $  9.  Cap- 
ture of  a  British  detachment  at  Sandy-hay.  $  10.  Burning  of  Long 
Point. 

$  1«  X  HE  war  with  Great  Britain^  during  the  two  first 
campaigns,  wsis  productive  of  no  events  which  materially  al- 
tered the  situation  of  the  two  countries.  With  sufficient  occu- 
pation for  her  troops  in  the  European  peninsula,  and  with  every 
nerve  strained  in  bringing  forth  her  pecuniary  resources,  for 
the  support  of  her  allies  in  Russia  and  Germany,  Great  Bri- 
tain was  unable  to  make  any  effectual  impression  on  the  United 
States,  and  could  not  even  have  preserved  her  North  American 
provinces,  but  for  the  raw  and  undisciplined  state  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces,  and  the  want  of  knowledge  and  experience  in  their 
commanders.  But,  amidst  all  the  reverses  that  attended  the  first 
efforts  of  the  army  of  America,  the  native  bravery  of  her  sons 
was  sufficiently  apparent.  The  events  even  of  the  first  two 
campaigns  sufficiendy  proved,  that  nothing  but  habits  of  disci- 
pline and  able  leaders  were  wanting  to  convert  this  rude  mass 
into  a  body  of  warriors,  not  unworthy  to  defend  the  soil  of  free- 
dom, and  to  carry  vengeance  against  the  most  powerful  ag- 
gressors upon  the  rights  of  their  country. 

While  the  army  was  thus  acqiuring  discipline  in  the  fields  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  in  the  pathless  deserts  of  Ohio,  the  repub- 
lican navy  had  an  apparendy  still  more  difficult  task  to  perform. 
Havibg  annihilated  the  navies  of  Europe,  in  the  course  of  a 
twenty  years  war,  Britain  was  enabled  fearlessly  to  cover  our 
coaatii  with  her  thousand  ships  of  war.  The  navy  of  America 
was  an  object  of  ridicule  with  the  British  nation,  and  it  was 
confidently  predicted  in  her  legislative  assembly,  that  in  a  few 
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short  months  the  "  half  dozen  fir-buih  frigates,  with  a  piece  of 
striped  bunting  at  the  mast-head"  would  be  swept  from  the 
ocean.  Nay,  even  the  forebodings  of  our  friends  were  but 
little  more  favourable.  What  could  a  few  frigates  and  sloops 
of  war  effect  against  a  fleet,  which  had  succeeded  in  breaking 
down  every  naval  power  in  the  world,  and  who  could  exclaim, 
almost  without  an  hyperbole, 

"  The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain's  wide  domain, 
**  And  not  a  sail  but  by  permission  spreads*." 

But  this  arduous  task  was  undertaken  with  undaunted  firm- 
ness, and  the.  result  was  as  brilliant  as  unexpected.  Frigate 
met  with  frigate,  and  fleet  with  fleet,  and  the  flag  of  the  con- 
(}uerors  of  the  world  was  repeatedly  struck  to  the  infant  navy 
of  the  rude  republicans.  To  hide  the  disgrace,  the  enemy  was 
fain  to  claim  kindred  with  those  they  had  affected  to  call  a  de- 
generate and  outcast  race,  or  to  resort  to  the  more  unfair  and 
mean  subterfuge  of  designating  as  ^^  seventy-fours  in  dis- 
guise," the  same  frigates  which  they  had  had  numerous  opportu- 
nities of  examining,  both  m  our  ports  and  their  own,  and  which 
but  a  few  months  before  they  had  laughed  to  scorn.  The  Bri- 
tish vessels  were  also  made  to  undergo  a  metamorphosis,  but  in 
an  inverse  ratio  to  that  of  the  Americans.  Their  ships,  brigs, 
schooners,  and  sloops  were  converted  into  gun-boatsf ,  in  the 
futile  hope  of  tearing  the  wreath  from  the  brows  of  the  noble 
Perry,  whose  modest  demeanour  and  humane  conduct  was 
such  as  to  extort  the  reluctant  applaud  even  of  those  who  sub- 
mitted to  his  prowess. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  being  confined  to  our  ports,  or  swept 
from  the  ocean,  the  little  navy  of  America  visited  every  sea, 
and  everywhere  unfurled  her  stripes  and.  stars.  Nor  did  the 
coasts  of  the  mistress  of  the  ocean  escape.  Vessels  were  even 
captured  in  her  own  narrow  seas. 

Meanwhile  the  British  navy  was  employed  in  the  vain  at- 
tempt of  **  hermetically  sealing  the  American  ports,"  or  in  ha- 
rassing the  coasts  of  the  Chesapeake  by  petty  marauding  ex- 
cursions, whose  prime  object  seems  to  have  been  the  burning 
of  farm-houses  and  oyster-boats,  or  the  plundering  stock  and 
tobacco,  on  this  extensive  and  defenceless  frontier. 

But  by  the  occurrence  of  one  of  the  most  wonderful  events 
in  this  most  wonderful  era,  the  war  was  now  to  assume  a  very 
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t  See  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  the  trial  of  captain  Barclay, 
in  the  documents  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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different  aspect.  Our  republican  institutions  were  destined  to 
undergo  a  fiery  trid,  and  the  hitherto  problematical  question  to 
be  resolved^  whether  a  free  government,  which  derived  its  chief 
strength  from  public  opinion,  was  capable  of  sustaining  itself 
single-handed  during  a  conflict  with  a  power  possessed  of  ap- 
parently boundless  resources,  and  whose  tirmies  had  just  re- 
turned from  "  conquering  the  conquerors  of  Europe,'*  and  dic- 
tating an  ignominious  peace  in  their  capital.  Nor  were  other 
unfavourable  circumstances  wanting  to  darken  the  cloud  which 
hung  over  America  at  this  eventful  period.  The  treasury,  one 
of  the  principal  sinews  of  war,  was  nearly  beggared  by  the  tem- 
porising policy  and  ruinous  expedients  which  had  been  resorted 
to,  and  the  policy  of  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  draining  the 
country  of  its  circulating  medium  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  in- 
duce a  general  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  al- 
most every  section  of  the  country.  Perhaps  a  more  interesting 
period  of  American  history  never  occurred  than  this  crbis 
presented. 

$  2.  The  main  body  of  the  American  army  on  the  Canadian 
frontier,  remained  inactive  through  the  winter  in  their  canton- 
ments at  French  Mills.  Preparations,  however,  were  earlr 
made  for  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  campaign ;  and  towards 
the  middle  of  February,  after  having  destroyed  their  temporary 
barracks,  and  the  major  part  of  their  boats,  the  army  marched 
in  two  columns,  the  one  under  genei*al  Brown  forSackett's 
Harbour,  the  other  towards  lake  Champlain,  under  general 
Macomb.  General  Wilkinson  remained  one  day  behind  for 
the  protection  of  the  rear,  and  then  followed  Macomb  to 
Plattsburg.  The  march  of  both  columns  was  unmolested  by 
the  enemy. 

^  3.  No  further  movements  were  made  until  the  end  of 
March,  when  general  Wilkinson,  learning  that  general  Brown 
had  marched  from  Sackett's  Harbour  against  Fort  Nia^ra, 
determined  upon  attempting  a  diversion  in  his  favour.  He 
accordingly  put  his  army  in  motion  on  the  Odelltown  road, 
and,  entering  Canada  on  the  30th  of  March,  advanced  against 
a  position  occupied  by  the  entmy  on  the  river  La  Cole,  where 
the  British  had  fortified  a  large  stone  mill,  and  erected  a  block- 
house and  other  defences. 

An  eighteen  pounder  had  been  ordered  forward  to  effect  the 
destruction  of  the  mill,  but  it  broke  down,  and  after  being  repair- 
ed, the  only  road  of  approach,  through  a  deep  forest,  was  re- 
ported to  be  impracticable  to  a  gun  of  such  weight.  An  opi- 
nion prevailed  with  the  chief  engineer,  and  several  of  the  beat 
informed  officers,  that  an  iron  twelve  would  suffice  to  make  a 
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breach;  but  after  a  fair  and  tedious  experiment,  at  a  distance 
of  only  three  liundred  yards,  it  was  discovered  that  the  battery 
could  make  no  impression. 

During  this  cannonade,  which  was  returned  by  a  sloop  and 
some  gun-boats  from  Isle  aux  Noix,  several  sorties  and  des- 

Eerate  charges  were  made  from  the  mill  upon  the  American 
attery ;  these  were  repulsed  with  great  coolness  by  the  cover- 
ing corps,  and  the  whole  body  engaged  displayed  the  utmost 
gallantqr  and  bravery,  during  the  afisur.  The  conduct  of  cap- 
tain M^Pherson,  who  commanded  the  battery,  is  particularly 
noticed  by  general  Wilkinson,  who  also  states  that  he  was 
admirably  seconded  by  lieutenants  Larrabee  and  Sheldon. 
M^Pherson  and  Larrabee  were  both  severely  wounded. 

Finding  all  attempts  to  make  a  breach  unsuccessful,  general 
Wilkinson  withdrew  the  battery,  called  in  his  detachments,  and 
after  removing  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  every  thing  else, 
fell  back,  unmolested,  the  same  evening,  about  three  miles,  to 
Odelltown,  a  small  town  just  within  the  Canada  lines. 

The  force  of  the  British  at  the  position  of  La  Cole,  was  re- 
ported, from  a  source  on  which  reliance  might  be  placed,  at 
2500  men.  That  of  the  Americans  is  unofficially  stated  at  be- 
tween three  and  four  thousand.  A  small  part  of  this  force, 
however,  was  actually  engaged.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  in 
killed  and  wounded  on  this  occasion  was  between  80  and  90. 
That  of  the  British  was  10  killed,  46  wounded,  and  4  missing. 

$  4.  This  inauspicious  opening  of  the  campaign,  joined  to 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  Montreal  the  preceding 
autumn,  threw  a  gneat  deal  of  odium  on  general  Wilkinson, 
and  he  was  shortly  after  superceded  in  the  command  by  gene- 
ral Izard'i^. 

$  5.  Meantime  general  Brown,  after  remaining  for  a  short 
period  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  put  hb  troops  in  motion  towards 
the  Niagara  frontier.  Expectations  were  entertained  that  he 
would  immediately  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  in  the 
American  territory!,  but  these  expectations  were  disappointed* 
During  the  spring  months,  tranquillity  reigned  uninterrupted 
along  the  whole  Une  of  the  Upper  Canada  frontier,  save  by  a 
few  partial  encounters,  which  shall  be  noticed  in  the  order  in 
whidi  they  occurred. 

$6.  A  small  force,  consisting  of  about  180  rangers  and 
mounted  infantry,  under  captain  Holmes,  was  dispatched  by 

*  General  Wilkinson's  trial  will  be  noticed  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this 
work.  He  was  honourably  acquitted  of  idl  the  charges  exhibited  against 
iiim. 

•f  Fort  Niagara. 
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lieutenant-colonel  Butler,  the  commander  at  Detroit,  against 
Delaware,  a  British  post  on  the  river  Thames.  This  de- 
tachment had  set  out  with  artillery,  but  the  state  of  the  country 
presenting  invincible  obstacles  to  its  transportation,  it  was  left 
behind.  By  these  means,  and  by  sending  back  the  sick  to  De- 
troit, Holmes'  litde  force  was  diminished  to  about  160  men. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  intelligence  was  received,  that  a  body 
of  the  enemy,  nearly  double  his  force,  was  descending  the 
Thames,  one  half  of  whom  were  regulars,  and  the  remainder 
militia  and  Indians.  Holmes  immediately  retreated  a  few 
miles,  and  took  an  excellent  position  on  the  western  bank  of  a 
creek,  which  ran  through  a  deep  and  wide  ravine.  Captain 
Gill  was  left  with  a  few  rangers,  to  cover  the  rear,  and  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy ;  but  hardly  had  the  main  body  en- 
camped, before  they  were  joined  by  the  rangers,  who  had  been 
driven  in,  after  exchanging  a  few  shots  with  the  British  ad- 
vanced corps,  in  a  vain  attempt  to  reconnoitre  their  force. 

During  the  night  of  the  3d,  the  British  encamped  upon  the 
eastern  heights,  and  next  morning  succeeded  in  drawing  cap- 
tain Holmes  from  his  position  by  a  well-contrived  stratagem, 
which,  had  it  been  skilfully  followed  up,  could  hardly  nave 
failed  to  evcfhtuate  in  the  destruction  of  the  American  detach- 
menu  Fortunately,  however,  this  was  not  the  case.  At 
sun-rise  the  enemy  exhibited  a  small  and  scattered  force  on 
the  opposite  heights,  who  retreated,  after  ineffectually  firing  at 
the  American  camp,  and  the  reconnoitering  party  reported, 
that  the  retreat  was  conducted  with  precipitation,  the  baggage 
left  scattered  on  the  road,  and  that,  judging  from  their  trail  and 
fires,  they  could  not  exceed  seventy  men.  Mortified  at  the 
idea  of  having  retrograded  from  this  diminutive  force,  Holmes 
instandy  commenced  the  pursuit,  and  resumed  the  idea  of  at- 
tacking the  enemy's  post.  He  had  not,  however,  proceeded 
beyond  five  miles,  when  his  advance  discovered  the  enemy,  in 
considerable  force,  arranging  themselves  for  battle. 

The  stratagem  of  the  enemy  being  now  apparent,  captain 
Holmes  instantly  took  advantage  of  the  blunder  which  they 
had  committed,  in  not  throwing  themselves  in  his  rear,  and 
thus  placing  his  detachment  between  a  fortified  position  and  a 
superior  force  ;  and  happily  he  soon  regained  his  former  posi- 
tion. Here,  placing  the  horses  and  baggage  in  the  centre, 
he  formed  his  troops  a-foot  in  a  hollow  squsire,  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  evolution,  which  such  raw  troops  were  incom- 
petent to  perform  in  action.  Holmes  thus  calmly  waited  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  in  defiance  of  the  murmurs  of  his  men^ 
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who  were  unanimously  in  favour  of  a  retreat,  thinking  it  mad- 
ness to  engage  with  so  superior  a  force. 

The  attack  waf^  commenced  simultaneously  on  every  front, 
the  militia  and  Indians  attacking  from  the  north,  west,  and 
south,  with  savage  yells  and  bugles  sounding,  and  the  regulars 
charging  up  the  heights  from  the  ravine  on  the  east.  The  Utter 
bravely  approached  to  within  20  paces  of  the  American  line, 
against  the  most  destructive  fire.  But  the  front  section  being 
shot  to  pieces,  those  who  followed  much  thinned  and  wounded, 
and  many  of  the  officers  cut  down,  they  were  forced  to  aban- 
don the  charge,  and  take  cover  in  the  woods  in  diffused  order, 
within  from  15  to  30  paces  of  their  antagonists.  The 
charge  of  the  British  regulars  thus  repulsed,  they  had  recourse 
to  their  ammunition,  and  the  firing  encreased  on  both  sides 
with  great  vivacity.  The  American  regulars,  being  unco- 
vered, were  ordered  to  kneel,  that  the  brow  of  the  heights  might 
assist  in  screening  them  from  the  view  of  the  enemy.  But  the 
enemy's  cover  also  proved  insufficient,  a  common  sized  tree  be- 
ing unable  to  protect  even  one  man  from  the  extended  line  of 
Americans,  much  less  the  squads  that  often  stood  and  breathed 
their  last  together. 

On  the  other  three  sides  the  firing  was  also  sustained  with 
much  coolness,  and  with  considerable  loss^'to  the  foe.  The 
troops  on  those  sides  being  protected  by  logs  hastily  thrown  to- 
gether, and  the  enemy  not  charging,  both  the  rifle  and  musket 
were  aimed  at  leisure,  with  that  deadly  certainty  which  distin- 
guishes the  American  backwoodsman.  Unable  to  sustain  so 
unequal  a  contest,  therefore,  and  favoured  by  the  shades  of 
twilight,  the  British  commenced  a  general  retreat,  after  an 
hour's  close  and  gallant  conflict. 

Captain  Holmes  declined  a  pursuit,  as  the  enemy  were  still 
superfcr  both  in  numbers  and  discipline,  and  as  the  night  would 
have  insured  success  to  an  ambuscade.  Besides,  as  the  creek 
would  have  to  be  passed  and  the  heights  ascended,  the  attempt 
to  pursue  would  have  given  the  enemy  the  same  advantage 
which  produced  their  defeat,  as  it  could  be  passed  on  horse- 
back at  no  other  point ;  and  the  troops  being  fatigued  and  frost- 
bitten, and  their  shoes  cut  to  pieces  by  the  frozen  ground,  it 
was  not  possible  to  pursue  on  foot.  Captain  Holmes  accor- 
dingly returned  to  Detroit. 

The  American  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  on  this  occasion, 
amounted  only  to  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  six  privates ; 
the  British  official  account  states  their  loss  at  14  killed,  51 
wounded,  1  missing,  and  1  officer  wounded  and  taken.  Two 
of  th^  officers  were  killed,  and  the  same  number  wounded. 
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This  statement  does  not  include  the  loss  of  the  Indians.  The 
whole  American  force  in  action  consisted  of  150  rank  and  file, 
of  whom,  including  the  rangers,  70  were  militia.  The  British 
regulars  alone  were  from  150  to  180  strong,  and  the  militia  and 
Indians  fought  upon  three  sides  of  the  square. 

$  7.  On  lake  Ontario,  the  British  still  preserved  the  superi- 
ority which  the  addition  to  their  squadron  had  conferred  on 
them  the  preceding  autumn*  Measures,  however,  were  in  ra- 
pid progress  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  towards  placing  the  hostile 
fleets  on  a  more  equal  footing.  A  handsome  'ship,  rated  44 
guns,  and  carrying  58,  was  launched  on  the  first  of  May. 
While  this  vessel  was  on  the  stocks,  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  by  the  enemy  to  blow  her  up.  The  boats  employed 
in  this  enterprise  were  discovered  by  the  American  guard- 
boats  in  the  bay,  and  were  forced  to  fly,  after  throwing  their 
kegs  of  powder  overboard*. 

*  The  following  is  a  correct  view  of  the  rival  squadrons  during  Uie 
greater  part  of  this  campaign.  The  Superior  ivaa  launched  in  May.  and 
was  not  ready  for  sea  till  the  end  of  July.  Commodore  Yeo  again  acquired 
the  aacendency  towards  the  end  of  Uie  season  by  the  addition  to  his  squa- 
dnm  of  a  vessel^  Mrfaich  was  commonly  dosignated  *'  the  big  ship."  The 
contest  on  this  lake  seems  rather  to  have  kieen,  who  could  build  the 
fastest,  than  who  could  fight  the  best. 

British  Squadron, 

FORCE. 

Ship  Prince  Regent,  sir  J.  L.  Yeo>  com.  O'Connor,  captain,  58 

Princesa  Charlotte,  .....  44 

Montreal  (late  Wolf ), 25 

Niagara  (late  Royal  George),       ....  24 

Brig  Star  (late  Melville),  .....  18 

(1<^  K^u*!  Moira),     •  .  ^  .  .  18 

(late  Sidney  Smith),'      .  -   .        -  -  -  16 

Schr.  — — ,         -.-.-..  16 

219 
Besides  the  above,  there  were  about  20  heavy  g^n-boats,  and  two  ox- 
three  small  schooners  mounting  heavy  guns. 

American  Squadron. 

Ship  Superior,  Isaac  Chauncey,  com. 

Mohawk,  John  Smith,      .... 

General  Pike,  Jacob  Jones, 

Maduon,  Wm.  M.  Crane, 
Brig  Jeffovaon,  Charles  G.  Ridgely, 

Jonea»  Melanct.  T.  Woolsey,       ... 

Sy]pb,  Jesse  D.  Elliot, 

Oneida,  Thomas  Brown, 
Scbr.  Lady  of  the  Lakef ,  Marvin  P.  Mix, 

225 
t  Thii  vcaiel  ii  a  floudl  ]^l<^bQSt  boilt  lehooner  for  a  tender  snd  repeater. 
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Commodore  Yeo  pursued  a  similar  policy  to  that  which  go- 
verned him  the  preceding  summer.  As  long  as  he  was  mani- 
festly superior  in  force  to  Chauncey,  his  fleet  ruled  the  lake  ; 
but  nothing  could  induce  him  to  hazard  an  engagement,  when 
the  force  of  his  rival  was  nearly  equal  to  his.  During  that  part 
of  the  summer,  when  this  was  the  case,  he  lay  snug  m  Kingston 
harbour.  This  is  by  no  means  said  in  disparagement  of  the 
Britbh  commander ;  for  every  circumstance  shows  that  this 
was  the  wisest  policy,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  which  could 
have  saved  Uf^r  Canada. 

$  8.  On  the  5th  of  May  the  British  naval  force  under  sir  James 
Lucas  Yeo,  consisting  of  four  large  ships,  three  brigs,  and  a 
number  of  gun  and  other  boats,  appeared  off  the  village  of  Os- 
wego, having  on  board  seven  companies  of  infantry,  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery,  and  a  battalion  of  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant-general  Drummond.  This  post  being  but 
occasionally,  and  not  recently  occupied  by  regular  troops,  was 
in  a  bad  state  of  defence.  It  was  garrisoned  by  about  300  re- 
gulars, under  lieutenant-colonel  Mitchell,  who  had  only  arriv- 
ed a  few  days  before.  Lieutenant  Woolsey  of  the  navy,  with 
a  small  body  of  seamen,  was  also  at  the  village,  and  as  soon  as 
the  fleet  appeared,  the  neighbouring  militia  were  called  in. 
About  one  o'clock  the  fleet  approached,  and  15  boats,  large  and 
crowded  with  troops,  at  a  given  signal  moved  slowly  to  the 
shore.  These  were  preceded  by  gun-boats,  sent  to  rake  the 
woods  and  cover  the  landing,  while  the  larger  vessels  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  fort.  As  soon  as  the  debarking  boats  got  within 
range  of  the  shot  from  the  shore  batteries,  a  very  successful 
fire  opened  upon  them,  which  twice  compelled  them  to  retire. 
They  at  length  returne^ito  the  ships,  and  the  whole  stood  off 
fi*om  the  shore  for  better  anchorage.  Several  boats  which  had 
been  deserted  by  the  enemy  were  taken  up  in  the  evening,  one 
of  which  was  60  feet  long,  carried  thirty-six.  oars  and  three 
sails,  and  could  accommodate  150  men.  She  had  received  a 
ball  through  her  bow,  and  was  nearly  filled  with  water. 

At  day-break  next  morning  the  fleet  appeared  bearing  up 
*  under  easy  sail,  and  about  noon  the  frigates  took  a  position  di- 
rectly against  the  fort  and  batteries,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire, 
which  was  kept  up  for  three  hours,  while  the  brigs,  schooners, 
and  gun-boats  covered  by  their  fire  the  debarkation  of  the  troops. 
The  Americans  were  now  forced  to  retreat  into  the  rear  of  the 
fort,  where  two  companies  met  the  advancing  cplumns  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  ouiers  engaged  their  flanks.      Lieutenant 
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Pcarce  of  the  navy,  and  some  seamen,  joined  in  the  attack, 
and  fought  with  their  characteristic  bravery.  After  a  short 
action,  Mitchell  again  commenced  a  retreat,  which  was  effect- 
ed in  good  order,  destroying  thp  bridges  in  his  rear.  Indeed 
a  retreat  had  become  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  stores 
at  the  falls,  1 3  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  which  were  sup- 
posed to  form  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  British  evacuated  th^ 
place,  and  retired  to  their  shipping,  after  destroying  the  fort  and 
those  public  stores  which  they  could  not  carry  away.  These 
stores  were  not  important,  the  most  valuable  having  been  de- 
posited at  the  falls. 

The  American  official  account  states  their  loss  at  6  killed, 
38  wounded,  and  25  missing ;  that  of  the  British  states  theirs 
at  19  killed  and  75  wounded.  Among  them  were  several  of- 
ficers. Mitchell  states  the  force  landed  at  1550  men, 
while  the  Americans  engaged  did  not  exceed  300,  being  4 
companies  of  the  3d  artillery  under  captains  Boyle,  Romayne, 
M'Intjrre,  and  Pierce,  a  company  of  light  artillery  under  cap- 
tain Melvin,  and  ajsmall  detachment  of  sailors  under  lieuten- 
ant Pearce  of  the  navy. 

A  short  time  after  this  event,  the  British  fleet  appeared  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Gennesee  river,  where  about  160  volunteers 
were  stationed,  with  one  piece  of  artillery.  Captain  Stone,  the 
#ynmanding  officer,  dispatched  expresses  for  assistance  to 
different  quarters.  The  following  day  the  commodore's  new 
ship  came  to  anchor  oiF  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  sent  an 
officer  on  shore  with  a  flag,  demanding  the  surrender  of  the 
place,  and  promising  to  respect  private  property  in  case  no  re- 
sistance should  be  made,  and  all  public  property  faithfully  dis- 
closed and  given  up.  General  Porter  arrived  while  the  flag 
was  on  shore,  and  returned  for  answer  that  the  place  would  be 
defended  to  the  last  extremity.  On  the  return  of  the  flag,  two 
gun-boats,  with  from  200  to  300  men  on  board,  advanced  to 
the  river,  which  is  about  a  mile  from  the  town  and  battery, 
and  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  directed  partly  to  the 
town,  and  partly  to  bodies  of  troops  who  had  been  placed  in 
ravines  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  intercept  the  retreat  of 
the  gun-boats,  in  case  they  should  enter. 

At  die  expiration  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  time 
they  threw  a  great  number  of  rockets,  shells,  and  shot  of  dif- 
ferent descriptions,  from  grape  to  68  lbs.,  a  second  flag  was 
sent  from  the  commodore's  ship,  requiring,  in  the  name  of  the 
commander  of  the  forces,  an  immediate  surrender,  and  threat- 
ening that  if  the  dunand  was  not  complied  with,  he  wouid 

VOL.  IV.  B 
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land  1200  regular  troops  and  400  Indians ;  that  if  he  should 
lose  a  single  man,  he  would  raze  the  town  and  destroy  every 
vestige  of  property ;  and  that  it  was  his  request  that  the  womeu 
and  cluldnsn  miQ;fat  be  immediately  removed,  as  he  could  not 
be  accountable  tor  the  conduct  of  the  Indians.  He  was  told 
that  the  answer  to  his  demand  had  already  been  explicidy 
given;  that  they  were  prepared  to  meet  him,  the  women  and 
children  having  been  disposed  of;  and  that  if  another  flag 
should  be  sent  on  Uie  subject  of  a  surrender,  it  would  not  be 
protected.  The  flag  returned  with  the  gun-boats  to  the  fleet, 
ue  whole  of  which  came  to  anchor  about  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
where  they  lay  until  8  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  and  then 
left  the  place. 

On  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  the  British  squadron 
was  discovered  making  towards  Pulteney ville,  another  small 
village  on  the  margin  of  lake  Ontario,  and  information  was 
sent  to  general  Swift,  who  repaired  thither  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  with  130  volunteers  and  militia.  Next  morning  a  flag 
was  sent  on  shore,  demanding  a  peaceable  surrender  of  all  pub- 
lic property,  smd  threatening  an  immediate  destruction  of  the 
village  in  case  of  refusal.  General  Swift  returned  for  answer, 
that  he  should  oppose  anv  attempt  to  land,  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power.  Soon  after  the  return  of  the  flag,  however,  gene- 
ral Swift  was  induced,  by  the  pressing  solicitations  and  entrea- 
ties of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  permit  one  of  its  dfi- 
zens  to  go  to  the  enemy  with  a  flag,  and  ofier  the  surrender 
of  the  property  contained  in  a  store-house  at  the  water's  edge, 
consisting  of  about  100  barrels  of  flour  considerably  damaged, 
on  condition  that  the  commanding  officer  would  stipulate  not 
to  take  any  other,  nor  molest  the  inhabitants.  But  before  its 
return,  the  enemy  sent  their  gun-boats  with  several  hundred 
men  on  shore,  who  took  possession  of  the  flour  in  the  store, 
and  were  proceeding  to  further  depredations,  when  general 
Swift  commenced  a  fire  upon  them  from  an  adjacent  wood, 
which  wounded  several,  and  became  so  harassing  as  to  induce 
them  to  re-embark.  They  then  commenced  a  cannonade  from 
the  fleet  upon  the  town,  which  was  continued  for  some  time, 
but  with  no  other  injury  than  a  few  shot  holes  through  the 
houses* 

$  9*  A  short  time  after  these  afiairs  took  place,  two  British 
gun-boats  and  five  barges,  some  of  which  contained  howitzers, 
manned  by  about  200  sailors  and  marines,  under  the  command 
of  captun  Popham  of  the  royal  navy,  were  captured  by  a 
detachment  of  120  riflemen  and  a  few  Oneida  warriors,  under 
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the  command  of  major  Appling,  of  the  first  United  States  ii« 
fle  regiment. 

Major  Appling  had  been  detached  to  protect  the  cannon 
and  naval  stores  at  Oswego,  destined  for  commodore  Chaun- 
cey's  fleet.  They  were  embarked  on  board  a  flptilla  of  boats, 
in  charge  of  captain  Woolsey  of  the  navy,  and  had  arrived 
safely  in  Sandy  Creek.  Here  they  were  pursued  by  the  ene- 
nnr  who  was  gallantly  met  by  the  riflemen,  and  after  an  action 
of  a  few  minutes,  beaten  and  taken,  without  the  loss  of  a 
man  ;  an  Indian  and  one  rifleman  only  being  wounded. 

The  riflemen  were  most  judiciously  posted  along  the  bank, 
a  short  distance  below  captain  Woolsey's  boats,  where  the 
creek  is  narrow  and  shosd.  Most  of  the  men  having  with* 
dravrnfrom  the  boats,  die  enemy  gave  three  cheers  at  the  pros^ 
pect  of  the  rich  prize  before  him.  His  Joy,  however,  was 
of  short  duration,  for  at  this  moment  the  riflemen  poured  forth 
their  deadly  fire,  which  in  about  ten  minutes  terminated  in  hit 
total  defeat,  leaving  an  officer  and  13  men  killed,  two  officers 
and  28  men  wounded  (the  officers  and  many  of  die  men  dan- 
gerously) ;  the  residue,  consisting  of  10  officers  and  133  men, 
taken  prisoners. 

Major  Appling  speaks  in  die  highest  terms  of  die  coura^ 
and  good  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men.  Captain  Harm 
with  his  troop  of  dragoons,  and  captain  Melvin  with  his  two 
field-pieces,  had  made  a  rapid  march,  and  would  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes have  been  ready  to  participate  in  the  action,  had  the  ene- 
my been  able  to  make  a  stand. 

The  captured  officers  and  men  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of 
conimendation  of  major  Appling  and  his  rifle  corps,  to  whose 
huniane  and  spirited  conduct  they  are  probably  indebted  for 
the  preservation  of  their  lives.  The  Indians  were  the  first  to 
reach  the  enemy  after  they  submitted,  and  had  commenced 
executing  the  savage  rule  of  warfare,  sanctioned  by  Ang^o- 
Indian  example  at  the  river  Raisin,  Lewistown,  Tuscarora,  occ. 
of  murdering  their  prisoners,  when  the  major  and  his  men  hap- 
pily arrived,  and  succeeded,  by  a  prompt  and  determined  course, 
though  not  without  violence,  in  terminating  the  tragic  scene'*^. 

No  further  events  took  place  on  this  kke  during  the  war 
worth  recording,  excepting  the  capture  and  destruction  of  a 
gun-boat  at  the  head  ot  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  bunung  of 

*  An  Indian  chief  is  said  to  have  nven  vent  to  his  feeling  on  this  oc- 
casion in  language  similar  to  the  foUowing :«— *'  When  British  come  to 
Buffalo*  they  kill  white  man,  they  kill  Indian,  they  Ull  woman,  they  bum 
all  houses*- when  British  come  here,  you  no  let  Indian  kill  him-- you  give 
him  eat— -this  no  good." 
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a  vessel  of  war  on  the  stocks  at  Presque  Isle.     Both  these  ex- 
ploits were  performed  by  lieutenant  Gregory. 

$  10.  Nothing  of  importance  took  place  on  lake  Erie.  The 
only  hostile  event  that  occurred  was  the  destruction  of  some 
milk  employed  in  manufacturing  flour  for  the  British  army,  at 
Long  Point,  by  colonel  Campbell,  with  a  detachment  of  500 
or  600  men  from  Erie.  The  mills  and  some  houses  occupied 
as  stores  were  burned.  About  50  dragoons  stationed  there  as  ^ 
a  guard  made  their  escape,  when  the  party  returned  without 
losing  a  man.  This  event,  which  was  certainly  not  strictly 
justified  by  the  laws  of  war,  though  sanctioned  by  the  practice 
of  the  enemy,  was  an  unauthorised  act  on  the  part  of  colonel 
Campbell.  A  court  of  enquiry  was  held  on  his  conduct, 
^hose  opinion  was  unanimously  pronounced  as  follows  : 

"  That,  considering  the  important  supplies  of  bread-stuffs, 
which  from  the  evidence  it  appears' the  enemy's  forces  derived 
from  the  flour-manufacturing  mills  at  and  near  to  Dover,  colo- 
nel Campbell  was  warranted  in  destroying  those  mills,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  and,  for  a  like  reason,  the 
court  think  him  justified  in  burning  the  distilleries  under  the 
said  laws  and  usages.  The  saw-mills  and  carding  machine, 
from  their  contiguity  to  the  other  mills,  were,  as  the  court 
conceives,  necessarily  involved  in  one  and  the  same  burning. 

"  In  respect  to  the  burning  of  the  dwelling  and  other  houses 
in  the  village  of  Dover,  the  court  are  fully  of  opinion  that 
colonel  Campbell  has  erred  ;  that  he  can  derive  no  justification 
from  the  fact,  that  the  owners  of  these  houses  were  actively 
opposed  to  the  American  interests  in  the  present  war,  or  from 
the  other  facts,  that  some  of  them  were  at  the  conflagration  of 
Buffalo.  In  their  partizan  services  it  does  not  appear  to  the 
court,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dover  have  done  more  than 
their  proper  allegiance  required  of  them  ;  and  the  destruction 
of  Buffalo,  by  a  lieutenant-general  of  the  enemy's  regular  forces, 
was  emphatically  the  wrong  of  the  British  government  itself, 
rendered  such  by  its  subsequent  adoption  of  the  measure,  and 
ought  not  to.be  ascribed  to  a  few  Canadians  who  were  present 
at  the  time. 

"  Acts  of  retaliation,  on  the  part  of  a  nation  proud  of  its 
rights,  and  conscious  of  the  power  of  enforcing  them,  should, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  be  reluctantly  resorted  to,  and  on- 
ly by  instructions  from  the  highest  in  authority.  That  no  such 
instructions  were  given  in  the  case  under  consideration,  is  not 
merely  inferred  Trom  the  absence  of  evidence  to  that  effect^ 
but  is  candidly  admitted  by  colonel  Campbell  in  his  official  re- 
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port  (which  is  in  evidence),  wherein  he  expressly  states— 
**  This  expedition  was  undertaken  by  me  without  orders,  and 
upon  my  own  responsibility.' 

"  The  court,  in  delivering  the  above  opinion  unfavourable  to 
colonel  Campbell,  are  fully  aware  of  the  strong  incentives  to  a 
just  indignation  which  must  have  been  present  to  his  mind  at 
the  time  of  this  visit  to  Dover — the  massacres  of  the  Raisin 
and  the  Miami  were  not  yet  forgotten,'  and  the  more  recent 
devastation  of  the  entire  Niagara  frontier,  accompanied  by 
many  acts  of  savage  barbarity,  was  fresh  in  remembrance. 
That  these  recollections  should  have  aroused  his  feelings  and 
have  swayed  his  judgment,  does  not  excite  wonder  but  regret, 
and  there  is  still  left  for  admiration  his  kind  and  amiable  treat- 
ment of  the  women  and  children  of  Dover,  abandoned  by  their 
natural  protectors.'' 
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CHAPTER  n. 


§  1.  Capttire  of  Fort  Erie.  §  2.  Battle  of  Chippewa  plains.  §  3.  Bat- 
tle of  Bridgewater.  $4.  Attack  upon  Buffalo.  §5.  Siege  of  Fort 
Erie.  §  6.  General  assault  of  the  works.  §  T.  Capture  of  two 
schooners  on  lake  Erie.  §  8.  Critical  situation  of  the  garrisc^  in 
Fort  Erie.  ^  9.  Brilliant  sortie.  §  10.  The  British  raise  the  siege. 
§  11.  Expedition  under  general  Bissel.  §  12.  M^ Arthur's  expedition 
towards  Burlington  Heights.    §  13.  Evacuation  of  Canada. 

§  1.  iYIe  ANWHILE  general  Brown  was  occupied  in  col- 
lecting and  disciplining  his  forces,  and  preparing  for  the  invasion 
of  Canada.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  July,  general  orders 
were  issued  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  by  day*light  next 
morning,  when  the  army,  consisting  of  two  brigs^des,  and  a 
body  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  Indians, 
under  general  P.  B.  Porter,  were  landed  on  the  opposite  shore, 
without  opposition.  The  first  brigade,  under  general  Scott, 
and  the  artillery  corps,  under  major  Hindman,  landed  nearly  a 
mile  below  Fort  Erie,  while  general  Ripley,  with  the  second 
brigade,  made  the  shore  about  the  same  distance  above.  The 
fort  was  soon  completely  invested,  and  a  battery  of  long 
eighteens  being  planted  in  a  position  which  commanded  it, 
the  garrison,  consisting  of  137  men,  including  officers,  sur- 
rendered prisoners  of  war.  Several  pieces  of  ordnance  were 
found  in  the  fort,  and  some  military  stores. 

$  2.  Having  placed  a  small  garrison  in  Fort  Erie  to  secure 
his  rear.  Brown  moved  forward  the  following  day  to  Chip- 
pewa plains,  where  he  encamped  for  the  night,  after  some  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy. 

The  American  pickets  were  several  times  attacked  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  by  small  parties  of  the  British.  About 
four  in  the  afternoon,  general  Porter,  with  the  volunteers  and 
Indians,  was  ordered  to  advance  from  the  rear  of  the  Ameri- 
can camp,  and  take  a  circuit  through  the  woods  to  the  left,  in 
hopes  of  getting  beyond  the  skirmishing  parties  of  the  enemy, 
and  cutting  off  their  retreat,  and  to  favour  this  purpose  the 
advance  were  ordered  to  fall  back  gradually  under  the  enemy's 
fire.  In  about  half  an  hour,  however.  Porter's  advance  met 
the  light  parties  in  the  woods,  and  drove  them  until  the  whole 
column  of  the  British  was  met  in  order  of  batde.     From  the 
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clouds  of  dust  and  the  heavy  firing,  general  Brown  concluded 
that  the  entire  force  of  the  British  was  in  motion,  and  instant- 
ly gave  orders  for  general  Scott  to  advance  with  his  brigade 
and  Towson's  artillery,  and  meet  them  on  the  plain  in  front  of 
the  American  camp*  In  a  few  minutes  Scott  was  in  close  ac- 
tion with  a  superior  force  of  British  regulars. 

By  this  time  Porter's  volunteers  having  given  way  and  fled, 
the  left  flank  of  Scott's  brigade  became  much  exposed.  Ge- 
neral Ripley  was  accordingly  ordered  to  advance  with  a  part 
of  the  reserve,  and  skirting  the  woods  on  the  left,  in  order  to 
keep  out  of  view,  endeavour  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
right  flank.  The  greatest  exertions  were  made  to  gain  this 
position,  but  in  vain.  Such  was  the  gallantry  and  impetuosity 
of  the  brigade  of  general  Scott,  that  its  advance  upon  the  en- 
emy was  not  to  be  checked.  Major  Jessup,  commanding  the 
battalion  on  the  left  flank,  finding  himself  pressed  both  in  front 
and  in  flank,  and  his  men  falling  fast  around  him,  ordered  his 
battalion  to  *^  support  arms  and  advance."  Amidst  the  most 
destructive  fire  this  order  ^as  promptly  obeyed,  and  he  soon 
gained  a  more  secure  position,  and  returned  upon  the  ene- 
my so  galling  a  discharge,  as  caused  them  to  retire. 

The  whole  line  of  the  British  now  fell  back,  and  the  Ame- 
rican troops  closely  pressed  upon  them.  As  soon  as  the  for- 
mer gsuned  the  sloping  ground  descending  towards  Chippewa, 
they  broke  and  ran  to  their  works,  distant  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  and  the  batteries  opening  on  the  American  line,  con- 
siderably checked  the  pursuit.  Brown  now  ordered  the  ord- 
nance to  be  brought  up,  with  the  intention  of  forcing  the  works. 
But  on  their  being  examined,  he  was  induced,  by  the  lateness 
of  the  hour,  and  the  advice  of  his  ofiicers,  to  order  the  forces 
to  retire  to  camp. 

The  American  ofiicial  account  states  their  loss  at  60  killed, 
246  wounded,  and  19  missing.  The  British  ofiicially  state 
theirs  at  133  killed,  320  wounded,  and  46  missing. 

Dispirited  as  was  the  public  mind  at  this  period,  the  intel- 
ligence of  this  brilliant  and  unexpected  opening  of  the  cam- 
pugn  on  the  Niagara  could  not  fail  of  being  most  joyfully  re- 
ceived. The  total  overthrow  of  the  French  power  had  a  few 
months  before  liberated  the  whole  of  the  British  forces  in  Eu- 
rope. A  considerable  portion  of  lord  Wellington's  armj^, 
flushed  with  their  late  successes  in  Spain,  bad  arrived  in  Cana- 
da, and  were  actually  opposed  to  Brown  at  Chippewa,  while 
all  our  maritime  towns  were  threatened  by  Britain's  victorious 
armies,  whose  arrival  was  momentarily  expected  on  the  coast. 
When  the  intelligence  of  the  stupendous  events  in  Europe  was 


16  HISTORICAL  REGISTER.        [chap.  ii. 

first  received,  many  consoled  themselves  with  the  idea,  that 
the  magnanimity  of  Great  Britain  would  freely  grant  in  her 
prosperity,  what  they  had  insisted  we  never  could  force  from 
her  in  her  adversity.  Sincerely  taking  for  realities  the  pre- 
texts on  which  our  neutral  rights  had  been  infringed,  they 
thought  the  question  of  impressment,  now  the  almost  single 
subject  of  dispute,  could  easily  be  amicably  arranged,  when 
the  affairs  of  the  world  were  so  altered  as  to  render  it  nearly 
impossible  that  Great  Britain  could  ever  again  be  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  "  fighting  for  her  existence  ;"  or,  at  all  events, 
as  the  peace  in  Europe  had  effectually  removed  the  cause,  and 
as  the  American  government  declined  insisting  on  a  formal 
relinquishment  of  the  practice,  no  difficulty  would  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  a  general  and  complete  pacification  of  the  world. 

This  illusion  was  soon  dissipated.  By  the  next  advices  from 
Europe  it  was  learned,  that  the  cry  for  vengeance"  upon  the 
Americans  was  almost  unanimous  throughout  the  British  em- 
pire. The  president  was  threatened  with  the  fate  of  Bonaparte, 
and  it  was  said  that  the  American  peace  ought  to  be  dictated 
in  Washington,  as  that  of  Europe  had  been  at  Paris.  Even 
in  parliaments*^  the  idea  was  held  out  that  peace  ought  not  to 
be  thought  of  till  America  had  received  a  signal  punishment, 
for  having  dared  to  declare  war  upon  them  while  their  forces 
were  engaged  in  "  delivering  Europe"  from  its  oppressor! . 
The  commencement  of  the  negociations  for  peace,  which  had 
been  proposed  by  the  British  court,  was  suspended,  and  stren- 
uous e£Forts  were  made  to  send  to  America  as  commanding  a 
force  as  possible. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  victory  gained  by  the  raw 
troops  of  America  over  the  veterans  of  Wellington,  superior 
in  numbers  to  the  victors^,  upon  an  open  plain,  and  upon  a 

*  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  one  of  tlie  lords  of  the  admiralty,  said  in  parlia- 
nent,  **  we  have  Mr.  Madison  to  depose  before  we  can  lay  down  our 


arms." 


f  At  a  dinner  pven  to  lord  Hillt  who  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing  at  t]ie 
head  of  an  expedition  against  New-Orleans,  he  stated  the  period  when 
he  should  embark  for  America,  and  added,  that  "  he  had  no  doubt,  with 
the  means  already  there,  together  with  those  on  the  way,  and  what  were 
promised  by  his  prince,  he  should  humble  the  Yankees,  and  bring  the 
contest  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination."  Happily  for  his  lordship 
lie  was  soon  after  superseded  in  the  command  by  general  Packenham. 

\  The  British  official  account  states  tlie  American  forces  to  have  been 
superior  in  number.  This  apparent  contradiction  may  be  reconciled  by 
observing,  that  a  single  brigade  of  the  American  troops  achieved  the  viclory; 
the  volunteers  having  fled  before  the  action  commenced,  while  the  brigade 
of  general  Ripley  h^d  not  arrived  on  the  ground,  when  the  British  took 
shelter  behind  their  works. 
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spot  chosen  by  the  British  general,  had  a  most  beneficial  ten- 
dency, by  dispelling  the  dread  which  the  prowess  of  the  Bri- 
tish troops  in  Spain  could  not  have  failed  to  have  produced  in 
the  minds  of  their  opponents.  This  battle  was  to  the  army 
what  the  victory  of  captain  Hull  had  been  to  the  navy ;  and 
the  confidence  which  it  thus  inspired  was  surely  most  justly 
founded,  for  every  man  felt  that  the  victory  had  been  gained 
by  superior  skill  and  discipline  :  it  was  not  the  fruit  of  any  ac- 
cidental mistake  or  confusion  in  the  army  of  the  enemy,  or  of 
one  of  those  movements  of  temporary  panic  on  one  side,  or 
excitement  on  the  other,  which  sometimes  give  a  victory  to 
irregular  courage  over  veteran  and  disciplined  valour. 

After  so  signal  a  defeat,  the  British  could  not  be  induced  to 
hazard  another  engagement.  They  abandoned  their  worksr  at 
Chippewa,  and  burning  their  barracks,  retired  to  fort  Niagara 
and  fort  George,  closely  followed  by  Brown.  Here  he  ex- 
pected to  receive  some  heavy  guns  and  reinforcements  from 
Sackett's  Harbour  ;  but  on  the  23d  of  July  he  received  a  letter 
by  express  from  general  Gaines,  advising  him  that  that  port 
was  blockaded  by  a  superior  British  force,  and  that  commo- 
dore Chauncey  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  fever.  Thus  dis- 
appointed in  his  expectations  of  being  enabled  to  reduce  the 
forts  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara,  Brown  determined  to  dis- 
encumber the  army  of  baggage,  and  march  directly  for  Bur- 
lington Heights.  To  mask  this  intention,  and  to  draw  from 
Schlosser  a  small  supply  of  provisions,  he  fell  back  upon  Chip- 
pewa. 

$3.  About  noon  on  the  25th,  general  Brown  was  advised 
by  an  express  from  Lewistown,  that  the  British  were  follow- 
ing him,  and  were  in  considerable  force  in  Queenstown  and 
on  its  heights  ;  that  four  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  arrived  with 
reinforcements  at  Niagara  during  the  preceding  night,  and 
that  a  number  of  boats  were  in  view,  moving  up  the  river. 
Shortly  after,  intelligence  was  brought  that  the  enemy  were 
landing  at  Lewistown,  and  that  the  baggage  and  stores  at 
Schlosser,  and  on  their  way  thither,  were  in  danger  of  imme- 
diate capture.  In  order  to  recal  the  British  from  this  object, 
Brown  determined  to  put  the  army  in  motion  towards  Queens- 
town,  and  accordingly  general  Scott  was  directed  to  advance 
with  the  first  brigade,  Towson's  artillery,  and  all  the  dragoons 
and  mounted  men,  with  orders  to  report  if  the  enem)^  appear- 
ed, and  if  necessary  to  call  for  assistance.  On  his  arrival  near 
«he  falls,  Scott  learned  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  directly 
in  his  front,  a  narrow  piece  of  woods  alone  intercepting  his 
view  of  them.     He  immediately  advanced  upon  diem,  after 

VOL.  IV.  C 
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dispatching  a  messenger  to  general  Brown  with  this  intelli- 
gence. 

The  report  of  the  cannon  and  small  arms  reached  general 
Brown  before  the  messenger,  and  orders  were  instantly  issued 
for  ge&eral  Ripley  to  march  to  the  support  of  general  Scott, 
with  the  second  brigade  and  all  the  artillery,  and  Brown  him- 
self repaired  with  all  speed  to  the  scene  of  action,  whence  he 
sent  orders  for  general  Porter  to  advance  withr his  vplunteers. 
On  reaching  the  field  of  battle,  general  Bit>wn  found  that 
Scott  had  passed  the  wood,  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
Queenstown  road  and  on  the  ground  to  the  left  of  it,  with  the 
9th,  11th,  and  22d  regiments,  and  Towson's  artillery,  the 
25th  having  been  thrown  to  the  right  to  be  governed  by  cir- 
cumstances. The  contest  was  close  and  desperate,  and  the 
American  troops,  far  inferior  in  numbers,  suffered  severely. 

Meanwhile  major  Jessup,  who  commanded  the  25th  regi- 
ment, taking  advantage  of  a  fault  committed  by  the  British 
commander,  by  leaving  a  road  unguarded  on  his  left,  threw 
himself  prompdy  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  where  he  was 
enabled  to  operate  with  the  happiest  effect.  The  slaughter 
was  dreadful ;  the  enemy's  line  fled  down  the  road  at  the  third 
or  fourth  fire.  The  capture  of  general  Riall,  with  a  large  es- 
cort of  oflicers  of  rapk,  was  part  of  the  trophies  of  Jessup's 
intrepidity  and  skill ;  and,  but  for  the  impression  of  an  un- 
founded report,  under  which  he  unfortunately  remained  for  a 
few  minutes,  lieutenant  general  Drummond^  the  commander 
of  the  British  forces,  would  inevitably  have  fallen  into  his 
hands,  an  event  which  would,  in  all  probability,  have  comple- 
ted the  disaster  of  the  British  army.  Drummond  was  com- 
pletely in  Jessup's  power ;  but  being  confidently  informed  that 
the  first  brigade  was  cut;  in  pieces,  and  finding  himself  with 
less  than  200  men,  and  without  any  prospect  of  support,  in 
the  midst  of  an  overwhelming  hostile  force,  he  thought  of  no- 
thing, for  the  moment,  but  to  make  good  his  retreat,  and  save 
his  command.  Of  this  temporary  suspense  of  the  advance 
of  the  American  column,  general  Drummond  availed  himself 
to  make  his  escape.  Among  the  officers  captured,  was  one 
of  general  Drummond's  aids-de-camp,  who  had  been  dispatch- 
ed from  the  front  line  to  order  up  the  reserve,  with  a  view  to 
fall  on  Scott  with  the  concentrated  force  of  the  whole  army, 
and  overwhelm  him  at  a  single  effort.  Nor  would  it  have 
been  possible  to  prevent  this  catastrophe,  had  the  reserve  ar- 
rived in  time  ;  the  force  with  which  general  Scott  would  then 
have  been  obliged  to  contend  being  nearly  quadruple  that  of 
1^  own.    By  the  fortun^ate  capture,  however,  of  the  British 
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aid-de-camp,  before  the  completion  of  the  service  on  which  he 
had  been  ordered,  the  enemy's  reserve  was  not  brought  into 
action  until  the  arrival  of  gei^eral  Ripley^s  brigade,  which 
prevented  the  disaster  which  must  otherwise  have  ensued^i^. 

Though  the  second  brigade  pressed  forward  with  the  great- 
est ardour,  the  battle  had  raged  for  an  hour  before  it  could  ar- 
rive on  the  field,  by  which  time  it  was  nearly  dark.  The  en- 
emy fell  back  on  its  approach.  In  order  to  disengage  the  ex- 
hausted troops  of  the  first  brigade,  the  fresh  troops  were  or- 
dered to  pass  Scott^s  line,  and  display  in  front,  a  movement 
which  was  immediately  executed  by  Kipley.  Meanwhile  the 
enemy,  being  reconnoitered,  was  found  to  have  taken  a  new  po- 
sition, and  occupied  a  height  with  his  artillery,  supported  by 
a  line  of  infantry,  which  gave  him  great  advantages,  it  being 
the  key  to  the  whole  position.  To  secure  the  victory,  it  was 
necessary  to  carry  his  artillery  and  seize  the  height.  For  this 
purpose  the  second  brigade  advanced  upon  the  QueenstowQ 
road,  and  the  first  regiment  of  infantry,  which  had  arrived 
that  day,  and  was  attached  to  neither  of  the  brigades,  was 
formed  in  a  line  facing  the  enemy's  on  the  height,  with  a  view 
of  drawing  his  fire  and  attracting  his  attention,  as  the  second 
brigade  advanced  on  his  left  flank  to  carry  his  artillery. 

As  soon  as  the  first  regiment  approached  its  position,  colo- 
nel Miller  was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  21st  regiment,  ^d 
carry  the  artillery  on  the  height  with  the  bayonet*  The  first 
regiment  gave  way  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy ;  but  Miller, 
undaunted  by  this  occurrence,  advanced  steadily  and  gallantly 
to  his  object,  and  carried  the  heights  and  cannon  in  a  masterly 
style.     General  Ripley  followed  on  the  right  with  the  23d  re- 

•  *•  A  trait  in  his  conduct  highly  honorable  to  colonel  Jessupis,  that  his 
humanity  as  a  man  triumphed  over  his  technical  duty  as  an  officer.  Such 
■was,  for  a  time,  his  situation  in  the  field,  that  every  prisoner  he  took, 
by  impeding  his  operations  agiunst  the  enemy,  not  only  injured  the  cause 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  but  endangered  the  safety  of  his  own  corps. 
According  to  the  canons  of  war,  therefore,  his  duty,  as  we  believe,  was, 
to  make  no  prisoners,  but  to  put  to  death  every  man  who  might  oppose 
him  in  arms.  Regardless,  however,  of  these  sanguinary  statutes,  and 
listeninjg  only  to  the  voice  of  mercy,  he  gave  quarter  to  all  that  surrender- 
ed to  hmiy  although  conscious  they  would  diminish  his  effective  force,  and 
that  he  must  necessarily  suffer  them  again  to  escape.  This  conduct  was  ^ 
noticed  by  some  of  the  British  officers,  and  commended  as  highly  honora- 
ble to  the  young  American.  Had  Jessup  been  less  human^  as  a  man,  an^ 
more  technically  rigid  as  an  officer,  he  might  have  acted,  as  the  aid-de- 
camp  of  general  Drummond  acknowledged,  with  more  deadly  effect 
against  the  enemy.  But  he  knew  the  road  to  glory  better.  The  fairest 
wreath  in  the  hero's  chaplet  is  that  which  is  entwined  by  the  hand  of  mer- 
cy."— Porf  Folio. 
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g'ment.     It  had  some  desperate  fighting,  which  caused  it  to 
ulter,  but  it  was  promptly  rallied,  and  brought  up. 

The  enemy  being  now  c^riven  from  their  commanding 
ground,  the  whole  brigade,  with  the  volunteers  and  artillery, 
and  the  first  regiment,  which  had  been  rallied,  were  formed  in 
line,  with  the  captured  cannon,  nin^  pieces,  in  the  rear.  Here 
they  were  soon  jomed  by  major  Jessup,  with  the  25th,  the  re- 
giment that  had  acted  with  such  effect  in  the  rear  of  the  ene- 
my's left.  In  this  situation  the  American  troops  withstood 
three  distinct  desperate  attacks  of  the  enemy,  who  had  ral- 
lied his  broken  corps,  and  received  reinforcements.  In  each 
of  them  he  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  so  near  being 
his  approach,  that  the. buttons  of  the  men  were  distinctly  seen 
through  the  darkness  by  the  flash  of  the  muskets,  and  many 
prisoners  were  taken  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  principally 
by  Porter's  volunteers.  During  the  second  attack  general 
Scott  was  ordered  up,  who  had  been  held  in  reserve  with  three 
of  his  battalions,  from  the  moment  of  Ripley's  arrival  on  the 
field.  During  the  third  effort  of  the  enemy,  the  direction  of 
Scott's  column  would  have  enabled  him,  in  a  few  minutes,  to 
bavc  formed  line  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right,  and  thus 
have  brought  him  between  two  fires.  But  a  flank  fire  from  a 
concealed  party  of  the  enemy  falling  upon  the  centre  of  Scott's 
conimand,  completely  frustrated  this  intention.  His  column 
was  severed  in  two  ;  one  part  passing  to  the  rear,  the  other  by 
the  right  flank  of  platoons  towards  Ripley's  main  line. 

This  was  the  last  effort  of  the  British  to  regain  his  position 
and  artillery,  the  American  troops  being  left  in  quiet  posses- 
sion of  the  field.  It  was  now  nearly  midnight,  and  generals 
Brown  and  Scott  being  both  severely  wounded,  and  all  the 
troops  much  exhausted,  the  command  was  given  to  general 
^  Ripley,  and  he  was  instructed  to  return  to  camp,  bringing  with 
him  the  wounded  and  the  artillery.  The  pieces,  however, 
were  found  in  so  dismanded  a  state,  and  such  had  been  the 
slaughter  of  the  horses,  that  to  remove  them  at  that  late  hour 
was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

On  the  return  of  the  troops  to  camp,  general  Brown  sent  for 
general  Ripley,  and  after  giving  him  his  reasons  for  the  mea- 
jiare,  ordered  him  to  put  the  troops  into  the  best  possible  con- 
dition ;  to  give  to  them  the  necessary  refreshment ;  to  take 
with  him  the  picquets  and  camp  guards,  and  every  other  de- 
scription of  force  ;  to  put  himself  on  the  field  of  battle  as  the 
day  dawned,  and  there  meet  and  beat  the  enemy  if  he  again 
appeared. 
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General  Ripley  has  been  much  blamed  for  the  non-execu- 
tion of  this  order,  by  which  the  captured  cannon  again  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  British.   General  Brown,  in  his  official  report, 
says,  "  To  this  order  he  [Ripley]  made  no  objection,  and  I  re- 
lied upon  its  execution.     It  was  not  executed."     On  the  part 
of  general  Ripley  it  is  stated,  that  his  orders  were,  in  case  the 
etemy  appeared  in  force,  "  to  be  governed  entirely  by  circum- 
stances."    His  orders,  therefore,  were  executed.     At  day- 
break the  army  was  arranged,  and  the  march  commenced, 
when  circumstances  of  the  most  positive  nature  were  made  ap- 
parent, such  as  must  have  been  in  view  in  the  discretionary  part 
of  the  order,  and  in  the  full  effect  of  which  general  Ripley  com- 
menced and  effected  the  retreat  which  afterwards  led  him  to 
Fort  Erie.     The  troops,  reduced  to  less  than  1600  men,  were 
inarched  on  the  26th  by  general  Ripley  toward  the  field  of  bat- 
tle.    Motion  was  commenced  at  day-break,  but  difficulties  in- 
cidental to  the  late  losses  prevented  the  advance  before  some 
time  had  been  spent  in  re-organization  and  airangement.    The 
line  of  march  being  assumed,  and  the  Chippewa  crossed,  gene- 
ral Ripley  sent  forward  lieutenants  Tappan  of  the  23d,  and 
Riddle  of  the  15th,  with  their  respective  commands,  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy's  position,  strength,  and  movements.     On 
examination,  he  was  found  in  advance  of  his  former  position, 
on  an  eminence,  strongly  reinforced,  as  had  been  asserted  by 
prisoners  taken  the  preceding  evening ;  his  flanks,  resting  on 
a  wood  on  one  side,  and  on  the  river  on  the  other,  defied  being 
turned  or  driven  in  ;  his  artillery  was  planted  so  as  to  sweep 
the  road ;  besides  these  advantages,  he  extended  a  line  nearly 
double  in  length  to  that  which  could  be  displayed  by  our  troops. 
To  attack  with  two-thirds  the  force  of  the  preceding  evening 
an  enemy  thus  increased,  was  an -act  of  madness  that  the  first 
thought  rejected.     The  army  was  kept  in  the  field  and  in  mo- 
tion long  epough  to  be  assured  of  the  strength  and  position  of 
the  enemy ;  that  information  being  confirmed,  there  remained 
but  one  course  to  prevent  that  enemy  from  impeding  a  retreat, 
wUchy  had  he  been  vigilant,  he  would  previously  have  pre-' 
vented.     The  army,  therefore,  immediately  retrograded,  and 
the  retreat  received  the  sanction  of  general  Brown,  previous  to 
his  crossing  the  Niagara*. 

The  American  official  account  states  their  loss  in  this  battle 
at  171  killed,  572  wounded,  and  117  missing;  the  return  of 
British  prisoners  presents  an  aggregate  of  1 79,  including  ma- 
jor-general Riall,  and  a  number  of  other  officers.-^The  British 

•  Port  FollOf  Memoir  of  Major-Gcneral  Ripley. 
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State  their  loss  to  be  84  killed,  559  wounded,  193  missing; 
their  loss  in  prisoners  they  stated  only  at  41.  Major-general 
Brown  and  brigadier-general  Scott  were  among  the  wounded 
of  the  Americans,  and  lieutenant  general  Drummond  and  ma- 
jor-general Riall  among  those  of  the  British. 

In  consequence  of  the  wounds  of  generals  Brown  and  Scott, 
the  command  devolved  on  general  Ripley,  who  pursued  his  ite- 
treat  across  the  Chippewa,  destroying  the  bridges  in  his  rear, 
and  throwing  every  possible  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  ene- 
my, in  order  to  obstruct  his  advance.  On  the  2rth  of  July,  the 
army  reached  Fort  Erie.  Here  it  was  determined  to  make  a 
stand,  and  accordingly  the  lines  of  defence  and  fortification 
were  immediately  marked  out,  and  by  the  unremitted  exertions 
of  the  army,  were  completed  on  the  3d  of  August,  the  very  day 
of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  before  them. 

§  4.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
surprise  Buffalo,  with  the  intention,  it  is  supposed,  of  re-cap- 
turing general  Risll,  and  other  British  prisoners  there,  and  de- 
stroying the  public  stores.  About  2  in  the  morning,  nine 
boat-loads  of  troops  were  landed  on  the  American  side,  half  a 
mile  below  Conjocta  creek,  on  the  upper  bank  of  which,  sus- 
pecting their  intention,  major  Morgan  had  taken  a  position 
with  a  battalion  of  the  first  rifle  regiment,  consisting  of  240 
men.  Here,  during  the  preceding  night,  he  had  thrown  up  a 
battery  of  a  few  logs,  and  torn  away  the  bridge.  About  four 
o'clock  the  British  commenced  the  attack,  sending  a  party  be- 
fore to  repair  the  bridge,  under  cover  of  their  fire.  So  heavy 
and  deadly,  however,  was  the  fire  opened  by  the  riflemen,  that 
they  were  compelled  to  retire.  They  then  formed  in  the  skirt 
of  the  wood,  and  kept  up  the  fight  at  long  shot,  continually  re- 
inforcing from  the  Canada  shore,  until  they  had  23  boat-loads, 
when  they  attempted  to  outflank,  by  sending  a  large  body  up 
the  creek  to  ford  it.  But  a  detachment  of  about  6Q  men  being 
sent  to  dispute  the  passage,  they  were  repulsed  with  considera- 
ble loss.  The  object  now  appearing  unattainable,  the  enemy 
commenced  their  retreat,  having  previously  thrown  some 
troops  on  Squaw  island,  which  enfiladed  the  creek,  thus  pre- 
venting their  retreat  from  being  harassed.  Their  superior 
numbers  enabled  them  to  take  their  wounded  and  most  of  their 
killed  off  the  field ;  though  some  of  the  latter  were  afterwards 
found.  A  number  ef  muskets  and  accoutrements  were  also 
collected,  and  some  clothing  that  appeared  to  have  been  torn  for 
the  purpose  of  binding  their  wounds.  Six  British  prisoners 
were  taken,  who  statev]  their  force  to  have  consisted  of  from 
12  to  1500  men.   Although  the  action  continued  for  two  hours 


$  5,]  ANNALS  OP  AMERICA.  23 

and  a  half,  the  loss  of  the  Americans  was  but  trifling — ^two  kill- 
ed and  eight  wounded  The  loss  of  the  British  was  never  as- 
certained, but  it  must  have  been  quite  disproportioned  to  that 
of  the  Americans. 

§  5.  On  the  arrival  of  the  British  before  Fort  Erie,  they  per- 
ceived that  the  opportunity  was  lost  of  carrying  the  American 
works  by  a  coup-de-main.  Driving  in  the  pickets,  therefore, 
they  made  a  regular  investment  of  the  place.  The  following 
day  general  Gaines  arrived  from  Sackett's  Harbour,  and  being 
senior  ip  rank  assumed  the  command.  On  the  6th,  the  rifle 
corps  was  sent  to  endeavour  to  draw  out  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
try  his  strength.  Their  orders  were,  to  pass  through  the  inter- 
vening woods,  ta  amuse  the  British  light  troops  until  their 
strong  columns  should  get  in  motion,  when  they  should  retire 
slpwly  to  the  plain,  where  a  strong  line  was  posted  in  readiness 
to  receive  the  enemy.  The  riflemen  accordingly  met  and 
drove  the  light  troops  into  their  lines,  but  although  they  kept 
the  wood  near  two  hours,  they  were  not  able  to  draw  any  part  of 
the  enemy's  force  after  them.  The  British  left  eleven  dead 
and  three  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  riflemen  ;  but  their  loss 
was  supposed  to  be  much  more  considerable.  Th0  loss  of  the 
riflemen  was  five  killed  and  three  or  four  wounded. 

The  main  camp  of  the  British  was  planted  about  two  miles 
distant.  In  front  of  it  they  threw  up  a  line  of  partial  circum- 
vallation,  extending  around  the  American  fortifications.  This 
Consisted  of  two  lines  of  entrenchment,  supported  by  block- 
houses ;  in  front  of  these,  at  favoqj-able  points,  batteries  were 
erected,  one  of  which  enfiladed  the  American  works. 

The  American  position  was  on  the  margin  of  lake  Erie,  at 
the  entrance  of  the' Niagara  river,  on  nearly  a  horizontal  plain, 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  possessing 
£sw  natural  advantages.  It  had  been  strengthened  in  front  by 
temporary  parapet  breast-works,  entrenchments,  and  abbatis. 
with  two  batteries  and  six  field-pieces.  The  small  unfinished 
fort,  Erie,  with  a  24, 18,  and  12  pounders,  formed  the  north- 
east, and  the  Douglas  battery,  with  an  18  and  6  pounder  near 
the  edge  of  the  lake,  the  south-east  angle  on  the  right.  The 
left  was  defended  by  a  redoubt  battery  with  six  field-pieces, 
just  thrown  up  on  a  small  ridge.  The  rear  was  left  open  to  the 
lake,  bordered  by  a  rocky  shore  of  easy  ascent.  The  battery 
on  die  left  was  defended  by  captain  Towson ;  Fort  Erie  by 
captain  WilUams,  with  major  Trimble's  command  of  the  19th 
innmtry;  the  batteries  on  the  front  by  captains  Biddle  and 
Fanning;  the  whole  of  the  artillery  commanded  by  major 
Hindoian.     Pints  of  the  1 1  th,  9th,  and  22d  infantry,  were 
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posted  on  the  right  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Aspinwall.  General  Ripley's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  21st 
and  23d,  defended  the  left.  General  Porter's  brigade  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  with  the  riflemen,  occupied 
the  centre. 

§  6.  During  the  13th  and  14th,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  brisk 
cannonade,  which  was  sharply  returned  from  the  American 
batteries,  without  any-considerable  loss.  One  of  their  shells 
lodged  in  a  small  magazine,  in  Fort  Erie,  which  was  almost 
empty.  It  blew  up  with  an  explosion  more  awful  in  appear- 
ance than  injurious  in  its  effects,  as  it  did  not  disable  a  man  or 
derange  a  gun.  A  momentary  cessation  of  the  thunders  of 
the  artillery  took  place  on  both  sides.  This  was  followed  by  a 
loud  and  joyous  shout  by  the  British  army,  which  was  instant- 
ly returned  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  who,  amidst  the 
smoke  of  the  explosion,  renewed  the  contest  by  an  animated 
roar  of  the  heavy  cannon. 

From  the  supposed  loss  of  ammunition,  and  the  consequent 
depression  such  an  event  was  likely  to  produce,  general  Gaines 
felt  persuaded  that  this  explosion  would  lead  the  enemy  to  as- 
sault, and  ftiade  his  arrangements  accordingly.  These  suspi- 
cions were  fully  verified,  by  an  attack  that  was  made  in  the 
night  between  the  14th  and  15th  of  August. 

The  night  was  dark,  and  the  early  part  of  it  raining,  but  ne- 
vertheless one  third  of  the  troops  were  kept  at  their  posts.  At 
half  past  two  o'clock,  the  right  column  of  the  enemy  approach- 
ed, and  though  enveloped  in  darkness,  was  distincdy  heard  on 
the  American  left,  and  promptly  marked  by  the  musketry  un- 
der major  Wood  and  captain  Towson.  Being  mounted  at  the 
moQ^ent,  Gaines  repaired  to  the  point  of  attack,  where  the 
k  sheet  of  fire  rolling  from  Towson's  battery,  and  the  musketry 
of  the  left  wing,  enabled  him  to  see  the  enemy's  column  of 
about  1500  men  approaching  on  that  point ;  his  advance  was 
not  checked  until  it  had  approached  within  ten  feet  of  the  in- 
fimtry.  A  line  of  loose  brush,  representing  an  abattis,  only  in- 
tervened ;  a  column  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  pass  round  the 
abattis,  through  the  water,  where  it  was  nearly  breast-deep. 
Apprehending  that  this  point  would  be  carried,  Gaines  ordered 
a  detachment  of  riflemen  and  infantry  to  its  support,  but  at  this 
moment  the  enemy  were  repulsed.  They  instantly  renewed 
the  charge,  and  were  again  driven  back. 

On  the  right,  the  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  announced 
the  approach  of  the  centre  and  left  columns  of  the  enemy,  under 
colonels  Drummond  and  Scott.  The  latter  was  received  and 
repulsed  by  the  9th,  under  the  command  of  cap|ain  Foster,  and 
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captains  Boughton  and  Harding's  companies  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  aided  by  a  six-pounder,  judiciously 
posted  by  major  M'Kee,  chief  engineer. 

But  the  centre,  led  by  colonel  Drummond,  was  not  long  kept 
in  check  ;  it  approached  at  once  every  assailable  point  of  the 
fort,  and  with  scaling-ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  where, 
however,  it  was  repubed  with  dreadful  carnage.  The  assault 
was  twice  repeated,  and  as  often  checked  ;  but  the  enemy  hav- 
ing moved  round  in  the  ditch,  covered  by  darkness,  encreased 
by  the  heavy  cloud  of  smoke  which  had  rolled  from  the  can- 
non and  musketry,  repeated  the  charge,  re-ascended  the  ladders, 
and  with  their  pikes.,  bayofaets,  and  spears  fell  upon  the  Ameri- 
can artillerists,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  bastion.  Lieu- 
tenant M^Donough,  being  severely  wounded,  demanded  quar- 
ter. It  was  refused  by  colonel  Drummond.  The  lieutenant 
then  seized  a  handspike,  and  nobly  defended  himself  until  he 
was  shot  down  with  a  pistol  by  the  monster  who  had  refused 
him  quarter,  who  often  reiterated  'he  order—"  give  the 
damned  yankees  no  quarter."  1'his  officer,  whose  bravery,  if 
it  had  been  seasoned  with  virtue,  would  have  entitled  him  to 
the  admiration  of  every  soldier— *this  hardened  murderer  soon 
met  his  fate.  He  was  shot  through  the  breast,  while  repeating 
the  order  "  to  give  no  quarter." 

Several  gallant  attempts*  were  made  to  recover  the  right 
bastion,  but  all  proved  unsuccessful.  At  this  moment  every 
operation  was  arrested  by  the  explosion  of  some  cartridges 
deposited  in  the  end  of  the  stone  building  adjoining  the  con- 
tested bastion.  The  explosion  was  tremendous  and  decisive : 
the.  bastion  was  restored  by  the  flight  of  the  British.  At 
this  moment  captain  Biddle  was  ordered  to  cause  a  field- 
piece  to  be  posted  so  as  to  enfilade  the  exterior  plain  and 
salient  glacis.  Though  not  recovered  from  a  severe  con- 
tusion in  the  shoulder,  received  from  one  of  the  enemy's 
shells,  Biddle  promptly  took  his  position,  and  served  his 
field-piece  with  vivacity  and  effect.  Captain  Fanning's 
battery  likewise  played  lipon  them  at  this  time  with  great  ef- 
fect. The  enemy  were  in .  a  few  moments  entirely  defeated, 
taken,  or  put  to  flight,  leaving  on  the  field  221  killed,  174 
wounded,  and  186  prisoners,  including  14  officers  killed  and  7 
wounded  and  prisoners.  A  large  portion  were  severely  wound-' 
ed ;  the  slightly  wounded,  it  is  presumed,  were  carried  off. 

The  loss  of  die  Americans  during  the  assault  was  seventeen 
killed,  fifty-six  wounded,  and  eleven  missing.  The  British  ac- 
knowledge onl^  57  killed,  309  wounded,  and  539  missing.  Dur- 
ing the  precedmg  bombardment,  tne  loss  of  the  Americans  wfts 
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7  killed,  19  severely  and  17  slighdy  wounded.  The  loss  of  the 
British  is  not  mentioned  in  their  official  account.  This  bom- 
bardment commenced  at  sun-rise  on  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
and  continued  without  intermission  till  8  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  re- 
commenced on  the  14th,  at  day-light,  with  increased  warmth  ; 
and  did  not  end  until  an  hour  before  the  commencement  of  the 
assault  on  the  morning  of  the  15th. 

§  7.  During  the  night  preceding  the  commencement  of  the 
bombardment  of  Fort  Erie,  an  unfortunate  aifair  for  the  Ame- 
rican arms  took  place  on  the  lake,  just  behind  the  fort,  in  the 
surprise  and  capture  of  two  schooners,  by  a  number  of  boats 
full  of  British  soldiers.  On  the  boats  being  hailed,  they  an- 
swered "  provision-boats,'*  a  manoeuvre  which  deceived  the 
American  officers,  as  boats  from  the  fort  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  passing  and  re-passing  through  the  night.  The  force  being 
ovcrwliclming,  and  the  surprise  complete,  but  little  eifectual  re- 
sistance was  made,  and  the  enterprise  was  completely  success- 
ful. The  Americau^v  had  one  killed  and  nine  wounded.  The 
loss  of  the  assailants  was  mure  considerable. 

$  8.  A  short  time  after  the  assault  un  Fort  Erie,  general 
Gaines  received  a  serious  wound  from  the  bursting  of  a  shell, 
by  which  means  the  command  once  more  devolved  on  general 
Ripley,  till  the  *d  of  September,  when  the  state  of  his  health 
allowed  general  Brown  again  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of 
his  army. 

The  troops  in  Fort  Erie  began  now  to  be  generally  consi- 
dered as  in  a  critical  situation,  and  much  solicitude  to  be  ex- 
pressed for  the  fate  of  the  army  that  had  thrown  so  much  glory 
on  the  American  name,  menaced  as  it  was  in  front  by  an  enemy 
of  superior  force,  whose  numbers  were  constantly  receiving 
additions,  and  whose  batteries  were  every  day  becoming  more 
formidable,  while  a  river  of  difficult  passage  lay  on  their  rear. 
Reinforcements  were  ordered  on  from  Champlain,  but  they 
were  yet  far  distant.  But  the  genius  of  Brown  was  fully  equal 
to  the  contingency,  and  the  difficulties  with  which  he  was  en- 
vironed served  only  to  add  to  the  number  of  his  laurels. 

$  9.  Though  frequent  skirmishes  occurred  about  this  period, 
in  which  individual  gallantry  was  amply  displayed,  yet  no  event 
of  material  consequence  took  place  till  the  1 7th  of  September, 
•  when,  having  suffered  much  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries, and  aware  that  a  new  one  was  about  to  be  opened,  general 
Brown  resolved  on  a  sortie  in  order  to  effect  their  destruction. 
The  British  infantry  at  this  time  consisted  of  three  brigades, 
of  12  or  1500  men  each,  one  of  which  was  stationed  at  the 
works  in  front  of  Fort  Eiil^the  other  two  occupied  their  camp 
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behind*     Brown's  intention  therefore  was,  to  storm  the  batte*    *- 
ries,   destroy  the  cannon,   and   roughly  handle  the   brigade 
upon  duty,  before  those  in  reserve  could  be  brought  into  ac- 
tion* 

On  the  morning  of  the  ITth,  the  infantry  and  riflemen,  regu- 
lars and  militia,  were  ordered  to  be  paraded  and  put  in  residi- 
Bess  to  march  precisely  at  12  o'clock.  General  Porter  with 
the  volunteers,  colonel  Gibson  with  the  riflemen,  and  major 
Brooks  with  the  23d  and  1st  infantry,  and  a  few  dragoons  act- 
ing as  infantry,  were  ui  dcrcd  to  move  from  the  extreme  left 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  by  a  passage  opened  through  the  woods 
for  the  occasion.  General  Miller  was  directed  to  station  his 
command  in  the  ravine  between  Fort  Erie  and  the  enemy's 
batteries,  by  passing  them  by  detachment  through  the  skirts 
of  the  wood— and  the  21st  infantry  under  general  Ripley  was 
posted  as  a  corps  of  reserve  between  the  new  bastions  of  Fort 
jSrie^^l  under  cover,  and  out  of  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

The  lefx  column,  under  the  command  of  general  Porter, 
which  was  destined  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  having  arrived 
near  the  British  entrenchments,  were  ordered  to  advance  and 
commence  the  action.  Passing  down  the  ravine.  Brown  judg- 
ed from  the  report  of  the  musketry  that  the  action  had  com- 
menced. Hastening,  therefore,  to  general  Miller,  he  directed 
him  to  seize  the  moment,  and  pierce  the  enemy's  entrench- 
ments between  batteries  No.  2  and  3.  These  orders  were 
prompdy  and  ably  executed.  Within  30  minutes  after  the 
first  gun  was  fired,  batteries  No.  2  and  3,  the  enemy's  line  of 
entrenchments,  and  his  two  block-houses,  were  in  possession  of 
the  Americans. 

Soon  after,  battery  No.  1  was  abandoned  by  the  British.  The 
guns  in  each  were  then  spiked  or  otherwise  destroyed,  and  the 
magazine  of  No.  3  was  blown  up. 

A  few  minutes  before  the  explosion,  the  reserve  had  been 
ordered  up  under  general  Ripley,  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  on 
the  ground,  he  was  ordered  to  strengthen  the  front  line,  which 
was  then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  in  order  to  protect  the  de- 
tachments employed  in  dt-molishing  the  captured  works. 
Wfcile  forming  arrangements  for  aciing  on  the  enemy's  caiftp 
during  the  moment  of  panic,  Ripley  received  a  severe  wound. 
By  tins  time,  however,  the  object  of  the  sortie  being  accom- 

Slished  beyond  iht  moat  sanguine  expectations,  general 
liller  had  ordered  the  troops  on  the  right  to  fall  back  ;  and, 
observing  this  movemei)t;,  Brown  sent  his  staff"  along  the  line 
to  call  in  the  other  corpst.  Within  a  few  minutes  they  retirsd 
from  the  ravine,  and  thence  to  the  camp. 
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Hius,  says  general  Brown,  in  his  dispatch,  1000  regulars 
and  an  equal  portion  of  militia,  in  one  hour  of  close  action, 
blasted  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  destroyed  the  fruita  of  fifty 
days' labor,  and  diminished  his  effective  force  1000  men  at 
least. 

In  their  official  account  of  this  sortie,  the  British  published 
no  returns  of  their  loss,  but  from,  their  vigorous  resistance  it 
must  no  doubt  have  been  very  great.  Their  loss  in  prisoners 
was  385.  On  the  part  of  the  Americans  the  killed  amounted 
to  83,  the  wounded  to  216,  and  the  mibsing  to  a  like  number. 

$  10.  A  few  days  after  this  battle  the  British  raised  the 
giege,  and  retreated  behind  the  Chippewa.  Meanwhile  the 
reinforcements  from  Plattsburg  arrived  at  Sackett's  Harbour, 
and  after  a  few  days'  rest  proceeded  to  the  Niagara.  They 
crossed  that  river  on  the  ninth  of  October,  when  general  Izard, 
being  the  senior  officer,  superceded  general  Brown  in  the  com- 
mand. On  the  14th  the  army  moved  from  fort  Erie,  with 
the  design  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  action.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  dispute  the  passage  of  a  creek  at  Chippewa  plains, 
but  the  American  artillery  soon  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire 
to  their  fortified  camp,  when  attempts  were  repeatedly  made  to 
draw  them  out  the  following  day,  but  without  effect.  A  partial 
engagement  took  place  on  the  19th,  which  closed  the  campaign 
on  this  peninsula. 

§  11.  General  Bissell  marched  from  Black  Creek  on  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  with  a  body  of  about  900  men,  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing  some  provisions  intended  for  the  British 
troops.  After  driving  before  them  a  picket^  of  which  they 
made  the  commanding  officer  prisoner,  they  encamped  for  the 
mght,  in  the  course  of  which  the  advanced  picket  was  attack- 
ed by  two  companies  of  the  Glengary  light  infantry,  who 
were  repulsed  with  loss.  Next  morning  Bissell  was  attacked 
by  a  corps  of  about  1200  men,  commanded  by  the  marquis  of 
Tweedale.  The  light  corps  and  riflemen  sustained  the  whole 
fire  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  until 
the  other  troops  were  formed,  and  brought  to  their  support. 

The  5th  regiment,  under  colonel  Pinckney,  was  ordered  to 
skirt  the  woods  and  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy ;  the 
14th,  under  major  Bernard,  to  form  in  front,  and  advance  to 
the  support  of  the  light  troops ;  the  15th  and  16th  regiments 
were  ordered  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require.  The 
well-directed  fire  of  the  light  corps,  and  the  charge  of  the  14th, 
soon  compelled  the  enemy  to  give  ground ;  and  on  discovering 
that  his  right  flank  was  turned  by  the  5th,  he  retreated  in  the 
Utmost  confusion,  leaving  some  killed,  wounded,  and  prison- 
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en  behind.  Bissell  pursued  them  to  a  ravine  some  distance 
from  the  scene  where  the  action  commenced.  Not  knowing 
the  ground,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  push  them  further,  but 
soon  after  the  country  being  reconnoitered,  it  was  discovered 
that  they  had  retreated  to  their  strong  holds.  A  large  quanti- 
ty of  grain  was  found  and  destroyed ;  and,  after  burying  the 
few  soldiers  who  fell,  and  the  enemy's  dead  who  were  left  on 
the  ground,  the  detachment  returned  to  camp.  The  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  this  affair  amounted  to  67,  of  whom 
12  were  killed. 

§  12.  Before  leaving  the  affairs  on  this  frontier,  it  will  be 
proper  to  mention  the  expedition  of  mounted  men  under  gen- 
eral M^ Arthur,  which  proceeded  from  Detroit  towards  Bur- 
lington Heights,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  resources  of 
general  Drummond's  army,  and  paralising  any  efforts  which 
mi^t  be  made  against  Detroit  during  the  winter. 

The  detachment,  consisting  of  about  720  Ohio  and  Kentuc- 
ky volunteers,  and  a  few  Indians,  left  Detroit  about  the  end 
of  October.  To  mask  the  object  of  the  expedition,  a  move- 
ment round  lake  St.  Clair  was  rendered  absolutely  necessary. 
This  circuit  caused  the  troops  to  be  exposed  to  many  difficid- 
ties  and  hardships,  in  wading  frequently  along  the  shores  of 
the  lake ;  in  the  passage  of  several  deep  and  rapid  rivers, 
sometimes  without  boats,  and  on  all  occasions  encountering 
swamps ;  yet,  notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  such  was  the 
secrecy  and  rapidity  of  the  expedition,  that  the  detachment 
was  enabled  to  enter  the  town  of  Oxford,  140  miles  in  the  en- 
emy's country,  before  the  inhabitants  were  apprised  that  a 
force  was  approaching. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  the  detachment  proceeded  to  Bur- 
ford,  where  the  militia  had  been  embodied  in  expectation  of 
this  expedition ;  but  it  was  found  that  they  had  retreated,  a 
few  hours  before,  to  Malcolm's  mills,  where  they  were  joined 
by  the  militia  from  Long  Point. 

It  was  M* Arthur's  intention  to  cross  Grand  River,  as  soon 
as  possible,  without  regarding  the  milida  collected  at  Mal- 
colm's mills,  and  attack  Burlington.  But  to  his  great  morti- 
ficadon,  the  river  was  found  high  and  rapid  from  the  late  ex- 
cessive rains.  Hef  e  also  the  news  reached  him  that  the  Ame- 
rican troops  had  re-crossed  the  Niagara,  leaving  only  a  strong 
garrison  in  fort  Erie.  These  and  other  considerations  pre- 
sented serious  objections  to  any  attempt  to  pass  the  river ;  it 
was  therefore  determined  to  attack  and  defeat  or  disperse  the 
nulitia  at  Malcolm's  mills,  move  down  the  Long  Point  road 
through  the  Grand  River  setdcment,  destroy  the  valuable  mills 
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*  in  that  quarter,  and  then  return  to  the  American  territory,  ei- 
ther by  a  movement  across  Grand  River  at  the  mouth  to  fort 
Erie,  or  along  Talbot-street  to  the  Thames. 

To  that  effect,  a  detachment  was  directed  to  remain  and  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  enemy,  whilst  the  principal  force 
should  be  withdrawn  and  marched  to  Malcolm's  mills.  The 
enemy,  consisting  of  four  or  five  hundred  militia  and  a  few  In- 
dians, was  found  fortified  on  commandmg  ground  beyond  a 
creek,  deep  and  difficult  of  passage,  except  at  a  bridge  imme- 
diately in  front  of  their  works,  which  had  been  destroyed.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  for  a  joint  attack  on  the  front  and  roar. 
The  Ohio  troops,  with  the  advance  guard  and  Indians,  were  ac- 
cordingly thrown  across  the  creek  under  cover  of  a  thick  wood, 
to  approach  the  enemy  in  rear,  whilst  the  Kentucky  troops 
were  to  attack  in  front,  as  soon  as  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
was  engaged  by  the  attack  in  the  rear.  The  enemy  would 
have  been  completely  surprised  and  captured,  had  not  an  un- 
fortunate yell  by  the  Indians  announced  the  approach  of  the 
detachment  destined  to  attack  their  rear ;  they  were,  however, 
defeated  and  dispersed,  with  the  loss,  in  the  skirmishes  on  that 
day,  of  one  captain  and  seventeen  privates  killed,  nine  pri- 
vates wounded,  and  three  captains,  five  subalterns,  and  one 
hundred  and  three  privates  made  prisoners ;  whilst  the  loss 
of  the  Americans  was  only  one  killed  and  six  wounded.  Ear- 
ly next  morning  the  enemy  were  pursued  on  the  road  to  Dover, 
many  made  prisoners,  and  five  valuable  mills  destroyed. 

Apprehensive  that  the  troops  could  not  be  supplied  on  the 
rout  to  fort  Erie,  and  that  difficulties  would  occur  in  the  pas- 
sage of  Grand  River,  together  with  the  uncertainty  which  ex- 
isted as  to  the  position  of  general  Izard's  army,  M' Arthur 
was  induced  to  return  to  Detroit  by  the  way  of  Talbot-street 
and  the  Thames,  which  was  happily  effected  on  the  17th  of 
November. 

Thus  this  active  body  of  men  penetrated  two  hundred  miles 
into  the  enemy's  territory,  destroyed  two  hundred  stand  of 
arms,  together  with  five  of  their  most  valuable  mills ;  paroled 
or  dispersed  the  greater  portion  of  the  efficient  militia  of  that 
part  of  Upper  Canada  west  of  Grand  River ;  and  then  return- 
ed in  safety  to  Detroit,  with  the  loss  of  only  one  man. 

§  13.  Meanwhile,  the  approach  of  winter  rendering  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  army  to  retire  to  comfortable  quarters,  general 
Izard  crossed  the  major  part  of  his  troops  into  the  American 
territory,  leaving  a  garrbon  in  Erie,  which  also  was  soon  af- 
ter withdrawn. 
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Thus  ended  a  third  campaign  in  Upper  Canada,  without  a 
single  important  conquest  being  secured.  The  operations  of 
the  army  under  Brown,  however,  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
worthless  and  inefficient.  They  have,  in  the  most  complete 
manner^  effaced  the  stain  thrown  on  the  army  by  the  imbecile 
efforts  of  its  infancy,  and  have  cast  a  lustre  on  the  American 
name,  by  a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  victories,  over  troops 
heretofore  considered  matchless.  Nor  ought  we  to  lose 
sight  of  the  effect  produced  by  these  events  on  the  country  at 
large,  actively  engaged  as  was  almost  every  citizen,  in  repel- 
ling, or  in  preparing  to  repel,  the  invaders  of  their  homes. 
This  effect  was  without  doubt  extensively  beneficial ;  and  per- 
haps it  may  not  be  improper  to  ascribe  to  Brown  and  his  gal- 
lant companions  in  arms  a  part  of  that  renown  which  the  arms 
of  the  United  States  have  acquired  by  the  defeat,  in  almost  ev- 
ery instance,  of  the  powerful  forces  with  which  it  has  been 
assailedl 
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CHAPTER  m. 


§  1.  British  depredations  in  the  Chesapeake.  §  2.  Movements  of  Bar- 
ney's flotilla.  §  3.  Measures  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington.  §  4.  Arrival  of  the  expedition  under  general  Ross.  €  5. 
Landing  and  movements  of  the  British  army.  §  6.  Battle  of  Bla- 
deosburg  §  7.  Capture  of  Washington,  and  destruction  of  the  pub- 
Uc  buildings.  §  8.  Retreat  of  the  Bridsh.  §  9.  Fort  Warburton 
blown  up.  §  10.  Alexandria  plundered.  §  11.  Preparations  for  cut- 
ting off  the  retreat  of  the  plunderers.  §  12.  Bombardment  of  the  bat- 
teries under  commodores  Porter  and  Perry.  §  13.  Commodore  Rod* 
gers'  fire-ships.    §  14.  Defeat  and  death  of  sir  Peter  Parker. 

§  1.  J.  HE  British  squadron  in  the  Chesapeake,  under  ad- 
miral Cockburnv  still  continued  their  system  of  plunder  and 
devastation  along  the  coasts  of  the  bay,  and  the  numerous  ri- 
vers of  which  it  forms  the  estuary.  The  principal,  if  not  the 
only  naval  protection  to  this  exposed  coast,  consisted  of  the  flo- 
tilla under  commodore  Barney,  but  this  presented  but  a  very 
imperfect  protection  to  this  extensive  line  of  frontier. 

$2.  On  the  1st  of  June,  the  flotilla,  making  sail  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  with  the  wind  from  the  northward, 
discovered  two  of  the  enemy's  schooners  down  the  bay.  The 
schooners  made  signals  and  fired  guns  ;  when  a  large  ship  was 
seen  getting  under  way,  which  dispatched  a  number  of  barges 
to  the  assistance  of  the  schooners.  Unfortunately  at  this  time 
the  wind  shifted,  which  brought  the  ship  to  windward,  and 
Barney  was  thus  forced  to  put  back  into  the  Patuxent,  whither 
he  was  followed  by  a  seventy -four,  three  schooners,  and  seven 
barges  with  a  fresh  wind.  But  the  gun-boats  being  in  the 
rear,  particularH-  one  which  was  laden  with  provisions,  Barney, 
soon  found  ic  necessary  to  hazard  an  engagement  to  prevent 
their  capture.  Accordingly,  bringing  his  sloop  and  one  of  the 
gun-boats  to  an  anchor  ^  he  sent  men  on  board  of  the  provision 
boat,  to  assist  in  bringing  her  in,  and  made  signals  for  his 
barges  to  return  and  join  him.  At  this  moment  his  sloop  and 
gun-boat  opened  a  firtr  on  a  schooner  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
leading  in  with  a  number  of  barges.  She  immediately  bore 
up,  ar.d  got  her  boats,  ahead  to  tow  her  off,  seeing  which  the 
American  barges  rowed  down  upon  her  and  the  other  schoo- 
ners, and  gave  them  a  number  of  shot  at  long  distance.    But 
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the  chase  was  soon  given  up,  and  the  flotilla  returned  to  port. 
During  the  firing,  a  British  barge  threw  a  number  of  rockets, 
which  did  no  execution. 

On  the  8th,  the  enemy  being  reinforced  with  a  razee  and 
a  sloop  of  war  brig,  the  flotilla  moved  up  the  Patuxcnt  to  the 
mouth  of  St.  Leonard's  creek,  and  on  being  followed  by  the 
British  squadron,  they  moved  up  the  creek  about  two  miles, 
and  moored  in  line,  abreast,  across  the  channel,  where  they 
prepared  for  action.  The  creek  not  being  accessible  to  ships, 
the  barges  of  the  enemy,  fifteen  in  number,  were  dispatched 
against  the  flotilla.  As  they  approached,  they  advanced  a  rocket 
barge,  at  which  several  shot  were  fired  by  the  flotilla,  but  they 
fell  short,  as  rockets  can  be  thrown  a  greater  distance  than 
shot.  Barney,  therefore,  got  his  barges,  thirteen  in  number, 
under  weigh,  and  leaving  the  sloop  and  gun-boats  at  anchor, 
they  rowed  down  upon  the  enemy,  who  precipitately  fled  from 
their  position.  The  pursuit  was  continued  till  the  flotilla  came 
near  the  enemy's  shipping,  when,  after  firing  a  few  shot,  the 
American  barges  returned  to  their  moorings.  In  the  after* 
noon,  the  British  barges  again  came  up,  again  threw  rockets, 
and  were  again  pursued  out  of  the  creek. 

During  these  encounters,  the  British  are  said  to  have  suf- 
fered considerably.  The  large  schooner  was  nearly  destroyed, 
having  several  shot  through  her  at  the  water's  edge ;  her  deck 
torn  up,  gun  dismounted,  and  mainmast  nearly  cut  ofl*  about 
half  way  up,  and  otherwise  much  cut.  They  ran  her  ashore 
to  prevent  her  sinking.  The  commodore's  boat  was  cut  in 
two  ;  a  shot  went  througli  the  rocket  boat ;  one  of  the  small 
schooners,  carryiiig  two  thirty-two  pounders,  had  a  shot  which 
raked  her  from  aft  forward.  The  boats  generally  suffered ; 
but  their  loss  was  not  ascertained. 

On  the  15th,  the  enemy  having  received  further  reinforce- 
ments, sent  a  detachment  of  boats  up  the  river,  which  took 
possession  of  Benedict  and  Marlborough,  the  latter  only  18 
miles  from  Washington.  After  plundering  a  quantity  of  stock, 
and  burning  the  tobacco  warehouses,  which,  according  to  the 
British  statement,  contained  2500  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  they 
returned  to  their  ships. 

Shortly  after  this  affair,  in  order  to  extricate  the  flotilla  from 
it<  confined  situation,  a  battery  was  hastily  thrown  up  on  a 
point  of  land  at  the  junction  of  St.  Leonard's  creek  and  the 
Patuxent,  and  a  combined  attack  being  made  by  the  flotiHa 
and  a  small  body  of  infantry  and  artillery,  the  British  squad- 
ron was  forced  to  drop  down  the  Patuxent,  which  enabled 
commodore  Barney  to  pass  his  flotilla  up  that  river. 

VOL.  IV.  E 
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§  3.  At  this  time  no  apprehensions  were  entertained  of  any 
serious  attack  being  made  on  any  important  point  by  the  enemy's 
forces  in  the  Chesapeake.  But  towards  the  end  of  June,  cer- 
tain intelligence  was  received  of  the  complete  success  of  the 
allies  in  the  subjugation  of  France,  and  government  were 
led  to  believe,  as  well  from  communications  received  from  our 
ministers  abroad,  as  from  the  tone  of  the  British  prints,  that 
a  powerful  force  was  about  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States.  A 
variety  of  considerations  pointed  to  Washington  City  and  Bal- 
timore as  prominent  objects  of  attack. 

Immediate  measures  of  defence  had  therefore  become  ne- 
cessary ;  and  accordingly,  a  new  military  district  was  created, 
embracing  the  state  of  Maryland,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  that  part  of  Virginia  lying  between  the  Rappahannock  and 
Potomack,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  general  Win- 
der. A  requisition  was  made  on  certain  states  for  a  corps  of 
93,500  militia,  and  the  executive  of  each  state  was  requested 
to  detach  and  hold  in  readiness  for  immediate  service  their  re- 
spective quotas.  Of  that  requisition,  2000  effectives  from  the 
quota  of  Virginia ;  5000  from  that  of  Pennsylvania ;  6000, 
the  whole  quota  of  Maryland  ;  and  2000,  the  estimated  num- 
ber of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  put  at  the 
disposition  of  general  Winder,  making  an  aggregate  of  15,000, 
exclusive  of  about  1000  regulars.  But  this  force,  which,  had 
it  been  well  organized,  and  ready  to  meet  the  foe  at  an\  threat- 
ened point,  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  for  defence,  to- 
tally failed  in  the  hour  of  need.  From  the  tardiness  incident 
to  the  present  imperfect  militia  system  of  the  United  States, 
the  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  troops  could  not  be  organized 
in  time  to  meet  the  enemy,  although  the  battle  which  seal- 
ed the  fate  of  Washington  did  not  take  place  till  a  month  after 
they  were  called  out.  And  even  of  the  Maryland  militia,  nearly 
one  half  joined  the  army  but  half  an  hour  before  the  action. 
A  considerable  part  of  this  delay  was  occasioned  by  general 
Winder's  not  receiving  the  authority  to  call  out  the  state  troops 
for  some  time  after  it  was  issued,  owing  to  his  being  constant- 
ly in  motion  at  this  period,  in  order  to  acquire  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  district. 

$4.  During  the  month  of  July,  the  enemy's  fleet  ascended 
both  the  Potomack  and  Patuxent,  and  committed  great  depre- 
dations, particularly  on  the  former  river.  Admiral  Cochrane 
ahived  in  the  Chesapeake  in  the  beginning  of  August,  and  on 
the  17th,  the  fleet,  now  in  great  force,  was  joined  by  admiral 
Malcolm,  with  the  expedition  firom  Bermuda,  destined  against 
Baltimore  and  Washington* 
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§  5.  The  circumstance  of  Barney's  flotilla  having  taken  shel- 
ter at  the  head  of  the  Patuxent  proved  extremely  favourable 
to  an  attack  on  Washington,  as  it  masked  the  intention  of  the 
enemy.  This  attack,  therefore,  being  determined  on,  Coch- 
rane moved  his  squadron  up  the  river.  Previously  to  his  en- 
tering the  Patuxent,  however,  he  detached  captain  Gordon, 
with  a  number  of  ships  and  bombs  to  the  Potomack,  to  bom- 
bard fort  Warburton,  with  a  view  of  destroying  that  fort,  and 
opening  a  free  communication  above,  as  well  as  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  army,  should  its  return  by  the  Bladensburg  road 
be  found  too  hazardous.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with  the  Mene- 
laus  and  some  small  vessels,  was  sent  up  the  Chesapeake  to 
make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter.  The  remainder  of  the  naval 
force,  and  the  troops,  moved  up  the  Patuxent  to  Benedict, 
where  the  army  was  landed  upon  the  19th  and  20th. 

So  soon  as  the  necessary  provisions  and  stores  could  be  as- 
sembled and  arranged,  major-general  Ross,  with  his  army, 
moved  towards  Nottingham  while  the  British  flotilla,  consist- 
ing of  the  armed  launches,  pinnaces,  barges,  and  other  boats 
of  the  fleet,  under  admiral  Cockburn,  passed  up  the  river, 
keeping  on  the  right  flank  of  the  army,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  supplying  it  with  provisions,  and,  if  necessary,  of  passing 
it  over  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  which  secured  a  safe  re- 
treat to  the  ships,  should  it  be  judged  necessary.  The  army 
reached  Nottingham  on  the  21st,  and  the  following  day  arri- 
ved at  Marlborough.  The  flotilla,  keeping  pace  with  the  ar- 
my, arrived  within  sight  of  Barney's  flotilla  on  the  22d.  It 
was  instantly  set  on  fire  by  a  small  party  of  sailors  who  had 
been  left  for  that  purpose,  the  commodore  having  previously 
joined  general  Winder  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force.  'I'he 
flotilla  soon  blew  up,  excepting  one  vessel,  which  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  > 

While  a  large  regular  army,  well  disciplined  and  accoutred, 
accompanied  with  a  strong  naval  force,  was  thus  within  16  miles 
of  the  American  capital,  the  principal  part  of  the  force  des- 
tined to  defend  it  had  not  arrived,  and  a  considerable  portion 
Btill  remained  at  their  homes.  The  actual  force  under  general 
Winder  only  amounted  to  about  3000  men,  of  whom  1400 
were  regulars,  including  the  marines  and  sea-fencibles  under 
commodore  Barney ;  the  remainder  were  volunteers  and  mi- 
litia, principally  from  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  force 
of  the  enemy  at  this  time  was  variously  estimated.  The  best 
opinion  made  them  from  5000  to  7000.  They  were  without 
cavsdry,  and  had  only  two  small  field-pieces  apd  one  howitzer^ 
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drawn by  men.     Four  hundred  of  the  American  troops  were 
cavalry,  and  they  had  1 7  pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  the  British  army  again  set  out, 
and  after  some  skirmishing  with  the  American  advance,  in 
which  the  latter  were  compelled  to  retreat,  bivouacked  for  the 
night  five  miles  in  advance  of  Marlborough.  Towards  sun- 
set, general  Winder  ordered  his  troops  to  retreat  to  Washing- 
ton, that  he  might  effect  a  union  of  his  whole  forces.  To  this 
he  was  also  induced  by  the  fear  of  a  night  attack,  from  the  su- 
periority of  the  enemy,  and  want  of  discipline  in  his  troops, 
and  knowing  that  in  such  an  attack  his  superiority  in  artillery 
could  not  be  used. 

Meanwhile  general  Stansbury  arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the 
22d  with  about  1300  Baltimore  militia,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  23d  he  was  joined  by  colonel  Sterrett  with  another  militia 
regiment  from  Baltimore,  about  500  strong,  a  rifle  battalion  of 
about  150  men,  and  two  companies  of  volunteer  artillery,  al- 
so about  150  strong;  making  Stansbury 's  whole  force  about 
2100.  Most  of  these  troops  were  extremely  fatigued  by  their 
march  from  Baltimore. 

General  Stansbury  encamped  during  the  night  of  the  23d 
on  a  hill  near  Bladensburg,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the 
enemy  at  reveille  next  morning,  in  compliance  with  previous 
orders  from  general  Winder.  Near  midnight,  a  firing  from 
the  advanced  pickets  on  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  was  ex- 
pected, caused  the  troops  to  be  prepared  for  action,  and  they 
were  kept  under  arms  till  after  two  the  following  morning  ;  and 
hardly  had  they  again  retired  to  their  tents,  when  information 
was  received  from  general  Winder  that  he  had  retreated  to  the 
city  by  the  Eastern  branch  bridge.  As  this  movement  of 
Winder  exposed  both  the  rear  and  right  flank  of  Stansbury's 
troops,  and  his  oflicefs,  whom  he  immediately  consulted,  were 
unanimous  in  opinion  that  .his  situation  on  the  hil^  could  not 
be  defended  with  the  force  then  under  his  command,  worn 
down  with  hunger  and  fatigue  as  they  were,  it  was  considered 
indispensably  necessary  that  the  troops  should  imniediately  re- 
tire across  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg,  and  take  a  position 
which  they  could  defend  on  the  road  between  that  place  and 
the  citv.  Orders  were  therefore  instantly  given  to  strike  tents 
and  prepare  to  march.  In  about  thirty  minutes,  without  noise 
or  confusion,  the  whole  were  in  motion,  and  about  half  past 
three  in  the  morning  passed  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg,  which 
leads  to  the  city  of  Washington.  Securing  the  rear  from  sur- 
prise, the  troops  halted  in  the  road  till  the  approach  of  day. 
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with  a  view  of  finding  some  place  where  water  could  be  had, 
that  the  men  might  partake  of  some  refreshment* 

§  6.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  troops  were 
again  put  in  motion  towards  the  city,  with  a  view  of  taking  a 
stand  on  some  more  favourable  ground  for  defence,  when  or- 
ders were  received  from  general  Winder  to  give  the  enemy 
battle  at  Bladensburg,  should  he  move  that  way,  and  that  he 
would  join,  if  necessary.  Stansbury  immediately  ordered  his 
troops  to  retrace  their  steps  to  Bladensburg,  and  took  a  posi- 
tion to  the  west  of  that  place,  in  an  orchard  on  the  left  of  the 
Washington  road.  Here  his  artillery,  consisting  of  six  six- 
pounders,  posted  themselves  behind  a  small  breastwork  of 
earth,  which  had  been  lately  thrown  up,  and  the  riflemen  and 
infantry  were  posted  in  the  rear  and  to  the  left,  so  as  to  pro* 
tect  the  position.  This  battery  commanded  the  pass  into  Bla- 
densburg, and  the  bridge  leading  to  Washington. 

Meanwhile  general  Winder's  troops,  including  commodore 
Barney's  command,  made  a  rapid  march  from  Washington, 
and  arrived  upon  the  ground  just  as  the  enemy  made  their  ap- 
pearance behind  Bladensburg.  Colonel  Beall,  with  about  800 
miluia  from  Annapolis,  had  crossed  the  bridge  about  half  an 
hour  before,  and  posted  himself  on  the  right  of  the  Washing- 
ton road*  The  force  which  had  arrived  from  the  city  was 
formed  in  a  second  line  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  in  the 
rear  of  Stansbury 's  and  BealPs  command,  the  heavy  artillery 
under  commodore  Barney  being  posted  on  or  near  the  road. 

Aliout  half  after  12,  while  the  second  line  was  forming,  the 
enemy  approached,  and  the  battle  commenced,  l^he  Balti- 
more artillery  opened  their  fire,  and  dispersed  the  enemy's 
light  troops  now  advancing  along  the  street  of  the  village,  who 
took  a  temporary  cover  behind  the  houses  and  trees,  in  loose 
order,  and  presented  objects  only  occasionally  for  the  fire  of 
the  cannon.  The  enemy  then  commenced  throwing  his  rock- 
ets, and  his  light  troops  began  to  concentrate  near  the  bridge, 
and  to  press  across  it  and  the  river,  which  was  fordable  above. 
The  Baltimore  riflemen  now  united  with  the  fire  of  the  batte- 
ry ;  and  for  soine  time  with  considerable  effect.  The  enemy's 
column  was  not  only  dispersed  while  in  the  street,  but  while 
approaching  the  bridge  they  were  thrown  into  some  confusion, 
and  the  British  officers  were  seen  exerting  themselves  to  press 
the  soldiers  on.  Having  now  gained  the  bridge,  the  enemy 
passed  it  rapidly,  and  immediately'  flanked,  formed  the  line, 
and  advanced  steadily  on,  which  compelled  the  artillery  and 
riflemen  to  give  way.  But  they  were  soon  rallied,  and  united 
with  the  other  Baltimore  troops  at  a  small  distance  in  the  rear 
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of  their  first  position.  One  of  the  pieces  of  artillery  was 
abandoned  and  spiked. 

A  company  of  volunteer  artillery  from  the  city,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Burch,  and  a  small  detachment  near  it, 
now  opened  a  cross  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  partially  shel- 
tered by  the  trees  of  an  orchard,  and  kept  up  a  galling  fire  on 
part  of  the  American  line.  Colonel  Sterret,  with  one  of  the 
Baltimore  regiments,  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  made  a 
prompt  movement  until  ordered  to  halt ;  for  at  this  moment 
the  other  two  Baltimore  regiments  w^re  thrown  into  confusion 
by  the  rockets  of  the  enemy,  and  began  to  give  way.  In  a 
few  minutes  they  took  u^  flight,  in  defiance  of  all  the  exertions 
of  generals  Winder  and  Stansbury  and  other  officers.  Burch's 
ariiller}'  and  Sterret*s  regiment  remained  firm,  until,  being 
out-flanked,  they  were  ordered  to  retreat,  with  a  view  of 
re-forming  at  a  small  distance  in  the  rear.  But  instead  of  retir- 
ing in  order,  the  militia  regiment  retreated  in  disorder  and 
confusion.  Thus  was  the  first  line,  which  consisted  almost 
exclusively  of  Baltimore  militia,  totally  routed  and  put  to 
flight. 

On  the  right  colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  commanding  the  An- 
napolis militia,  had  thrown  forward  a  small  detachment,  un- 
der colonel  Kramer.  After  maintaining  their  ground  for  some 
time  with  considerable  injury  to  the  enemy,  this  advance  was 
driven  back  on  the  main  body.  Their  retreat  exposed  the 
enemy's  column  in  the  road  to  the  city  artillery,  under  major 
Peter,  which  continued  an  animated  discharge  on  them  tiU 
they  came  in  contact  with  commodore  Barney's  command. 
Here  the  enemy  met  the  greatest  resistance,  and  sustained  the 
greatest  loss,  while  advancing  upon  the  retreating  line.  When 
the  British  came  in  full  view,  and  in  a  heavy  column  in  the 
main  road,  Barney  ordered  an  eighteen  pounder  to  be  opened 
upon  them,  which  completely  cleared  the  road,  and  repulsed 
them.  In  several  attempts  to  rally  and  advance,  the  enemy 
were  again  repulsed,  which  induced  them  to  flank  to  the  right 
of  the  American  line  in  an  open  field.  Here  three  twelve- 
pounders  opened  upon  them,  and  the  flotilla  men  acted  as  in- 
fantry with  considerable  effect.  The  enemy  continued  flank- 
ing to  the  right,  and  pressed  upon  the  Annapolis  militia,  which 
gave  way  after  three  or  four  rounds  of  ineffectual  fire,  while 
colonel  Beall  and  other  officers  attempted  to  rally  the  men  up- 
on their  high  position.  Commodore  Barney's  command  now 
had  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  to  contend  with.  The  Bri- 
tish never  again,  however,  attempted  to  appear  in  force  in 
front,  but  continuing  to  outflank,  pushed  forward  a  few  scat- 
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tering  sharp-shooters,  by  whom  Barney  was  wounded,  and 
several  of  his  officers  killed  or  wounded.  Being  now  com- 
pletely outflanked  on  both  sides,  the  ammunition- waggons 
having  gone  off  in  disorder,  and  that  which  the  marines  and 
flotilla  men  had  being  exhausted,  Barney  ordered  a  retreat ; 
in  consequence  of  his  wound,  he  himself  was  made  prisoner. 
His  pieces  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  Georgetown  and  city  militia,  and  the  few  regulars 
which  were  on  tl\e  field,  still  remained  firm  ;  but  being  now 
also  outflanked,  they  were  ordered  by  general  Windir  to  re- 
treat, which  was  effected  with  as  much  order  as  the  nature  of 
the  ground  would  permit.  After  retiring  five  or  six  hundred 
paces,  they  were  halted  and  formed,  but  were  again  ordered  to 
retreat,  and  to  collect  and  form  on  the  height  near  the  capitol. 
Here  they  were  joined  by  a  regiment  of  Virginia  militia,  who 
had  arrived  in  the  city  the  preceding  evening,  but  had  been 
detained  there  bv  some  cliflicuhies  which  had  arisen  in  furnish^ 
big  them  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

General  Winder  had  endeavoured  to  direct  the  retreat  of 
the  Baltimore  troops  towards  the  city,  but  from  the  confusion 
in  which  they  fled,  was  not  able  to  effect  it,  and  they  directed 
their  course  northwardly  towards  Montgomery  court-house. 
This  wrong  direction  to  their  course  was  principally  caused 
by  their  ignorance  of  there  being  a  second  line  of  troops  be- 
hind them,  general  Winder's  forces  having  arrived  just  as  the 
action  commenced. 

The  British  estimated  their  lo«;s  in  this  battle  at  G4  killed, 
and  185  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  estimated 
by  the  superintending  surgeon  at  10  or  12  killed,  and  about  30 
wounded,  some  of  whom  afterwards  died.  The  most  proba- 
ble estimate  of  the  British  force  made  it  about  45(X) ;  of  the 
American  6000 :  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  enemv's 
troops  were  all  regulars,  who  had  seen  service,  and  were  led 
by  able  officers  of  great  experience,  while  the  American 
troops  were  all  militia,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hundred 
seamen  and  regulars  ;  that  one  half  of  them  were  not  collect- 
ed together  till  the  day  before  the  engagement,  and  ai>out  800 
did  not  arrive  till  a  few  minutes  before  its  commencement  ; 
that  from  the  uncertainty  whether  Baltimore,  the  city  of 
Washington,  or  Fort  Washington,  would  be  selected  as  the 
point  of  attack,  it  was  necessary  that  the  troops  should  fre- 
quently change  their  positions,  owing  to  which,  and  to  alarm*) 
causelessly  excited  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  they  were  all  much 
fatigued,  and  many  of  them  nearly  exhausted,  at  the  time 
when  the  hostile  army  was  crossing  the  bridge ;  and  finally. 
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that  the  officers  commanding  the  troops  were  generally  un* 
known  to  general  Winder,  and  but  a  very  small  number  of 
them  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  military  instruction  or  expe- 
rience. When  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  considera- 
tion, we  think  we  shall  not  hazard  much  in  asserting,  now 
that  the  violent  feelings  of  the  moment  have  subsided,  that 
the  American  militia  rather  gained  than  lost  honour  on  the 
field  of  Bladensburg.  The  Baltimore  troops  fought  gallantly, 
until  forced  to  retreat  by  their  flanks  being  turned.  While 
retreating,  by  order  of  their  commander,  they  were  thrown 
into  confusion  by  a  new  mode  of  warfare,  of  which  the  ef- 
fects were  to  them  totally  unknown*.  .The  bravery  of  Bar- 
ney's command  needs  no  comment,  and  the  orderly  retreat  of 
the  Annapolis  and  District  of  Columbia  militia,  in  the  face  of 
a  regular  army  of  superior  numbers  (now  that  the  Baltimore 
troops  had  dispersed),  is  above  all  praise. 

A  remarkable  circumstance  attendant  on  this  battle  was 
the  presence  of  the  American  president  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments. They  retreated  with  the  second  line  of  troops  to 
Washington,  where  a  consultation  was  held  with  the  com- 
manding general  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  a  stand  on  the 
heights  near  the  capitol,  or  in  the  capitol  itself.  General 
Winder  stated,  that  the  diminution  of  his  force  was  such  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  place  his  troops  in  a  position  which 
would  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  him  on  the  flanks  as 
well  as  in  front ;  and  that  no  reasonable  hope  could  be  enter- 
tained, that  any  of  the  troops  could  be  relied  on  to  make  a 
resistance  as  desperate  as  necessary,  in  an  isolated  building, 
which  could  not  be  supported  by  a  sufficiency  of  troops  with- 
out :  indeed  it  would  have  taken  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
troops,  he  said,  to  have  sufficiently  filled  the  two  wingsf ,  wl^ich 
would  have  left  the  enemy  masters  of  every  other  part  of  the 
city,  and  given  him  the  opportunity,  without  risk,  in  24  hours 
to  have  starved  them  into  a  surrender.  The  objection  equally 
applied  to  the  occupation  of  any  particular  part  of  the  city. 
It  was  accordingly  determined  to  retire  through  Georgetown, 
and  take  post  on  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  that  place,  with  a 
view  of  collecting  together  the  whole  of  the  forces. 

It  is  impossible,  says  the  commander  of  the  militia  of  the 
district,  in  his  dispatch ;  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the 

•  Some  of  the  finest  troops  of  France  were  thrown  into  confusion  by  the 
rocket  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Leipsic. 

t  The  two  wings  constituted  the  whole  of  the  capitol,  the  central  part 
of  the  biulding  never  haying  been  erected.  The  wings  were  connected 
by  a  slight  wooden  gallery. 
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anguish  evinced  by  the  troops  of  Washington  and  George- 
town,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order.  The  idea  of  leaving 
their  families,  their  houses,  and  their  homes,  at  the  mercy  of 
an  enraged  enemy,  was  insupportable.  To  preserve  that  or- 
der which  was  maintained  during  the  retreat,  was  now  no 
longer  practicable.  As  they  retired  through  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  numbers  were  obtaining  and  taking  leave  to 
visit  their  homes,  and  again  rejoining ;  and  with  ranks  thus 
broken  and  scattered,  they  h<iltcd  at  night  on  the  heights  near 
Tei^y  Town,  and  on  the  ensuing  day  abseniblcd  at  Montgo- 
mery court-house. 

J^  7«  Meanwhile  general  Ross,  after  halting  his  army  a  short 
time  for  refreshment,  pushed  on  towards  Washington,  where 
he  arrived  unmolested  about  eight  in  the  evening.  Having 
stationed  his  main  body  on  the  heights  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
east  of  the  capitol,  he  led  his  advance,  consisting  of  about  700 
men,  into  the  deserted  city. 

Washington,  though  denominated  a  city,  and  though  the 
seat  of  the  federal  government,  possesses  but  an  inconsidera- 
ble population,  which  is  sparsely  scattered  over  an  extensive 
site.  The  capitol  stands  near  the  centre  of  the  city  ;  the  presi- 
dent's palace  and  navy  yard  are  each  distant  about  a  mile 
from  that  building,  in  opposite  directions.  Around  each  of 
these  situations,  stands  what  would  elsewhere  be  denominated 
a  village,  and  a  few  scattering  rows  of  buildings  have  been 
erected  on  the  avenue  leading  from  the  capitol  to  the  presi- 
dent's house,  and  thence  to  Georgetown,  each  about  a  mile  in 
length.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  city  does  not  exceed 
nine  hundred ;  its  inhabitants  amount  to  about  eight  thousand. 
The  capitol  and  the  president's  house  are  built  of  a  beautiful 
white  freestone,  and  have  been  deservedly  esteemed  the  finest 
specimens  of  architecture  in  the  United  States,  if  not  upon 
the  continent.  The  capitol  was  in  an  unfinished  state,  the  two 
wings  only  having  been  erected  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  north 
wing  contained  the  senate-chamber,  with  the  committee 
rooms,  and  office  containing  their  archieves,  and  the  congres- 
sional library,  a  valuable  collection  of  books  ;  in  the  lower 
part  was  the  hall  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 
The  southern  wing  was  exclusively  devoted  to  the  hall  of 
the  house  of  representatives  and  their  necessary  offices,  the 
whole  of  the  upper  part  being  occupied  by  the  hall  and  ita 
galleries. 

Washington,  thus  abandoned  to  the  British  arms,  presented 
now  a  most  deplorable  scene.  Though  surrendered  without 
Ac  slightest  opposition,  and  though  totally  without  fortifica- 
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tions,  the  British  naval  and  military  commanders  (admiral 
Cockburn  and  general  Ross)  immediately  issued  orders  for, 
and  personally  superintended  the  conflagration  of  the  public 
buildings,  with  sdl  the  testimonials  of  taste  and  literature 
which  they  contained.  The  capitol  and  the  president's  house, 
together  with  the  costly  and  extensive  buildings  erected  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  principal  officers  of  government  in 
the  transaction  of  public  business^  were,  on  the  memorable 
night  of  the  24th  of  August,  consigned  to  the  flames.  The 
large  hotel  ou  the  capitul  hill,  the  great  bridge  across  thf  Po- 
tomac, and  the  private  rope-walks,  shared  the  same  fate. 

A  consultation  had  been  held  by  the  president  and  the  he^ds 
of  departments  on  the  subject  of  the  navy  yard,  on  the  morn- 
ing preceding  the  battle  of  Bladensburg.  The  secretary  of 
the  navy  described  the  situation  of  the  public  vessels,  and  the 
nature  of  the  public  property,  at  that  establishment ;  the  vast 
importance  of  the  supplies,  and  of  the  shipping,  to  the  enemy, 
particularly  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  doubt  of  his  squadron 
torming  a  junction  with  his  army,  should  it  succeed  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  capitol  (general  Winder  having  distinctly  stated  on 
the  same  morning,  that  Fort  Washington  could  not  be  de- 
fended) ;  and  as,  in  this  event,  nothing  could  be  more  clear 
than  that  he  would  first  plunder,  and  then  destroy  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  ;  or  if  unable  to  carry  oif  die  plunder 
and  the  shipping,  he  would  destroy  the  whole.  And  if  the 
junction  should  be  formed,  it  would  be  a  strong  inducement 
to  the  enemy  to  remain,  in  order  to  launch  the  new  frigate, 
which  the  force  at  his  command  would  accomplish  in  four  or 
five  days.  He  would  then  carry  off  the  whole  of  the  public 
stores  and  shipping,  and  destroy  the  establishment ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  greatly  extend  the  field  of  his  plunder  and 
devastation.  Thus,  in  either  case,  whether  the  junction  was 
formed,  or  whether  the  army  alone  entered  the  city,  the  loss 
or  destruction  of  the  whole  of  the  public  propert}^  at  the 
navy  yard  was  certain.  It  was,  therefore,  determined,  as  the 
result  of  this  consultation,  that  the  public  shipping,  and  naval 
and  military  stores,  and.  provisions  at  the  navy  yard,  should 
be  destroyed,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  obtaining  posses- 
sion of  the  city.  Agreeably  to  this  determination,  the  trains, 
which  had  been  previously  laid,  were  fired  on  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  public  buildings,  stores,  and  vessels  were 
soon  wrapped  in  flames,  and  were  all  destroyed,  excepting 
the  new  schooner  Lynx,  which  escaped  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.     The  issuing  store  of  the  yard,  and  its  contents. 
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livhich  had  escaped  the  original  conflagration,  were  soon  after 
totally  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

The  only  loss  which  the  enemy  sustained  in  the  city  was  at 
Greenleaf 's  point.  A  detachment  was  sent  down  to  destroy 
it,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  devastations,  a  firebrand  having 
been  thrown  into  a  dry  well  in  which  a  quantity  of  powder 
had  been  previously  hidden,  it  exploded  with  great  violence, 
by  which  a  number  of  lives  were  lost. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  male  population  having  joined  the 
army,  a  great  number  of  houses  were  broken  open  and  plun- 
dered by  the  blacks  and  a  few  disorderly  inhabitants.  The 
conduct  of  the  British  in  general  was  orderly*. 

The  utmost  efforts  of  general  Winder  were  now  devoted  to 
collect  his  troops,  and  to  prepare  them  to  move  down  toward 
the  city,  and  hang  upon  and  strike  at  the  enemy  whenever  an 
opportunity  occurred.  The  next  morning,  however,  intelli* 
gence  was  received  that  the  enemy  had  moved  from  Washing- 
ton the  preceding  night,  and  was  in  full  march  for  Baltimore. 
Winder  accordingly  advanced  as  rapidly  as  was  practicable  to 
that  city ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Snell's  bridge,  on  the  Patuxent^ 
Winder  learned  that  the  enemy  was  proceeding  to  Marlbo- 
rough, and  not  toward  Baltimore. 

$  8.  Having  completed  the  destruction  of  the  public  build- 
ings in  the  course  of  the  25th,  the  British  left  the  city  at  nine 
that  night,  and  by  a  rapid  march  reached  Marlborough  in  the 
course  of  the  next  day.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th  they 
reached  Benedict,  and  re-embarked  the  foUowing  day. 

$  9.  Meanwhile  captain  Gordon  proceeded  up  the  Potomac 
with  his  squadron,  consisting  of  two  frigates,  two  bomb-ves- 
sels, two  rocket-ships,  and  a  schooner.  Owing  to  the  shoals, 
and  contrary  winds,  they  were  not  able  to  reach  Fort  Wash- 
ington, about  fifteen  miles  below  the  city,  until  the  evening 
of  the  27th,  two  days  after  tha  army  under  Ross  had  com- 
menced their  retreat.  The  bomb-ships  immediately  began  to 
bombard  the  fort ;  but  on  the  bursting  of  the  first  shell,  the 
garrison  was  observed  to  retreat,  and  in  a  short  time,  to 
the  great  surprise  of  the  British  commander,  the  fort  was 
blown  up. 

*  The  fiunous  (or  rather  infamous)  Cockbum  must  be  excepted  from  this 
remark.  He  so  far  laid  aside  the  dignity  of  a  British  admiral  as  meanly 
to  revenge  himself  on  the  property  of  a  printer,  who,  he  said,  had  been 

giving  him  some  hard  rubs.    A  file  of  soldiers  were  employed  to  ransack 
is  office  and  destroy  his  types  and  fffesses.    What  a  magnanimotts  apec*^ 
tacle !  what  a  chivalrous  spirijb  was  here  displayed  \ 


t    • 


44  HISTORICAL  REGISTER.         [chap.  hi. 

When  the  British  army  first  left  the  Patuxent,  their  destina- 
tion could  not  be  foretold  by  general  Winder.  Baltimore, 
Fort  Washington,  and  the  federal  city  seemed  equally  threat- 
ened. Fort  Washington,  which  commands  the  Potomac, 
was  considered  almost  impregnable  to  any  attack  by  water, 
though  too  weak  to  be  defended  against  any  large  force  by 
land.  Captain  Dyson,  the  commander,  therefore,  was  in- 
structed, in  case  the  British  army  should  approach  his  rear, 
to  blow  up  the  fort,  and  proceed  with  his  command  across  the 
Potomack.  But  nothing  was  farther  from  the  intention  of 
general  Winder  than  that  this  important  post  should  be  deser- 
ted, on  being  attacked  by  a  naval  force"*^. 

§  10.  Nothing  was  now  left  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the 
British  squadron,  and  they  proceeded  slowly  up  the  river  to 
Alexandria,  with  their  barges  employed  in  sounding  in  ad«- 
vance. 

On  the  day  preceding  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  a  com- 
mittee of  vigilance,  which  had  been  appointed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants to  watch  over  the  safety  of  Alexandria,  in  this  time  of 
peril,  despairing,  they  allege,  of  receiving  any  assistance  from 
the  general  government,  and  having  information  of  the  rapid 
approach  of  the  enemy  towards  the  capital  by  land,  and  that 
their  squadron  was  approaching  Alexandria  by  water,  deemed 
it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the  common  council  the  passage 
of  a  resolution,  that  in  case  the  British  vessels  should  fmss  the 
fort,  or  their  forces  approach  the  town  by  land,  and  there  should 
be  no  sufficient  force  to  oppose  them,  with  any  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  success,  they  should  appoint  a  committee  to  carry  a  flag 
to  the  officer  commanding  the  enemy's  force  about  to  attack 
the  town,  and  to  procure  the  best  terms  in  their  power  for  the 
safety  of  persons,  houses,  and  property.  This  resolution  was 
unanimouly  adopted  by  the  common  council,  and  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  British  at  Washington,  a  flag  was  sent  to  the*  Bri- 
tish commander  there,  to  know  what  treatment  might  be  ex- 
pected from  him,  in  case  his  troops  should  approach  Alexan- 
dria, and  should  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  town. 
The  deputation  were  assured  by  admiral  Cockburn,  that  pri- 
vate property  of  all  descriptions  should  be  respected  ;  that  it 

*  Captain  Dyson  alleged,  in  justification,  tliat  he  had  learnt  that  the  en- 
emy  had  been  reinforced  at  Benedict,  2000  strong,  and  that  they  were  on 
their  march  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet,  in  addition  to  the  force  which 
lefl  the  city.  But  surely  he  should  not  have  deserted  his  post  on  a  vague 
tumour,  which  this  must  have  been.  He  was  shortly  after  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  dismissed  the  service. 


$  11, 12.]         ANNALS  OF  AMERICA.  45 

was  probable  that  fresh  provisions  and  some  flour  might  be 
wanted,  but  that  whatever  they  did  take  should  be  paid  for. 

After  thd  blowing  up  of  Fort  Washington  a  similar  deputa- 
tion was  dispatched  to  the  naval  commander.  But  Gordon 
had  other  intentions  than  those  avowed  by  Cockbum.  He 
would  give  no  reply  until  he  had  placed  his  shipping  in  such  a 
position  before  the  town,  as  would  ensure  assent  to  the  hard 
terms  he  had  decided  to  enforce.  These  were,  the  surrender 
of  all  naval  and  ordnance  stores,  public  and  private,  and  all  the 
shipping  and  merchandize  of  the  town.  Gordon  having  ar- 
ranged his  vessels  along  the  town,  the  defenceless  inhabitants 
were  forced  to  submit ;  and  the  plunderers  took  possession  of 
three  ships,  three  brigs,  several  bay  and  river  craft,  16,000 
barrels  of  flour,  1000  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  150  bales  of  cot- 
ton, and  wine,  sugar,  and  other  articles  to  the  value  of  about 
five  thousand  dollars. 

$  11.  But  though  Gordon,  with  his  buccaneering  crew,  had 
thus  taken  possession  of  Alexandria,  without  a  single  gun  be- 
ing fired  against  him,  he  was  not  destined  to  carry  off  his  booty 
entirely  unmolested.  General  Hungerford  arrived  near  Alex- 
andria with  the  Virginia  militia,  and  commodores  Rodgers, 
Porter,  and  Perry,  with  a  detachment  of  sailors  from  Balti- 
more, It  was  not  deemed  proper  to  disturb  the  enemy  at 
Alexandria,  as  that  would  probably  cause  the  destruction  of 
the  place.  Commodore  Porter,  therefore,  proceeded  down 
the  river,  and  threw  up  an  entrenchment  on  a  bluff,  not  far  from 
the  ruins  of  the  fort,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ;  and 
commodore  Perry  threw  up  another  a  little  below.  The  ar- 
rival of  a  small  despatch  vessel,  which  had  to  fight  its  way  past 
Porter's  battery,  convinced  Gordon  he  had  no  time  to  lose, 
and  he  therefore  precipitately  left  Alexandria,  without  waiting 
to  destroy  the  stores  which  he  had  not  the  means  of  carrying 
off. 

$  12.  To  endeavour  to  clear  the  passage,  Gordon  first  sent 
down  a  bomb-ship  and  two  barges,  one  carrying  a  long  thirty- 
two  pounder,  the  other  a  mortar.  These  vessels  commenced 
their  operations  on  Porter's  battery,  the  bomb-ship  throwing 
shells  in  front,  out  of  the  reach  of  shot,  the  barges  flanking  on 
the  right. 

When  the  small  vessel  passed  upwards,  the  preceding  day. 
Porter  had  only  two  small  four-pounders,  but  the  same  even- 
ing two  eighteen  pounders  reached  his  position.  His  force 
consisted  principally  of  sailors  ;  some  navy  and  militia  ofiicers 
and  private  citizens  acted  as  volunteers.  General  Hunger- 
ford's  militia,  who  were  ordered  to  co-operate,  were  stationed 
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in  the  woods  on  each  side  of  the  battery,  in  such  positions  .a& 
would  effectually  protect  its  rear,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's 
landing.  These  positions,  it  was  supposed,  would  have  ena- 
bled them  to  clear  the  enemy's  decks  with  their  musketry,  and 
in  a  great  measure  serve  to  divert  his  Bre  from  the  battery, 
while  the  thick  woods  on  the  high  bank  would  conceal  them 
from  view. 

The  firing  lasted  all  day  without  intermission  ;  several 
shells  fell  near,  and  burst  over  the;  battery,  but  this  had  no 
other  effect  than  to  accustom  the  militia  to  the  danger.  In  the 
afternoon,  Porter  took  an  eighteen  pounder  to  a  more  advanced 
point,  about  a  mile  distant,  and  commenced  a  fire  on  the  bomb- 
ship,  which  did  so  much  execution  as  to  draw  on  him  the  fire 
of  all  the  vessels,  including  a  schooner  and  an  eighteen  gun 
brig  which  had  dropped  down  that  day. 

The  following  day  (August  3)  Gordon  left  Alexandria  with 
his  prizes,  which  he  anchored  above  the  battery,  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  cannon.  The  bombarding  vessels  were  reinforced 
by  another  bomb-ship,  and  a  sloop  of  war  fitted  up  as  a  rocket 
ship.  The  latter  anchoring  within  reach  of  the  battery,  Porter 
was  enabled  to  play  on  her  with  great  effect,  and  compelled  her 
to  change  her  position.  All  this  day  and  the  succeeding  night, 
the  enemy  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  of  shot,  shells,  and  rockets. 

$13.  Within  a  few  hours  of  the  departure  of  the  enemy, 
commodore  Rodgers  arrived  at  Alexandria  from  above,  with 
three  small  fire-vessels,  under  the  protection  of  four  barges  or 
cutters  manned  with  about  60  seamen  armed  with  muskets. 
He  immediately  proceeded  to  attack  two  frigates  and  a  bomb- 
.  ship,  which  lay  about  two  miles  below.  The  failure  of  the 
"  wind,  just  as  they  were  within  reach  of  the  enemy,  prevented 
any  beneficial  effect  being  produced.  On  their  approach,  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  boats  were  put  in  motion.  Some  were  em- 
ployed in  towing  off  the  fire-vessels,  and  the  remainder  in  pur- 
suit of  Rodgers' cutters.  They  did  not,  however,  venture  to  come 
within  musket  shot,  though  much  superior  both  in  force  and 
numbers,  but  continued  at  a  distance  firing  their  great  guns  for 
about  half  an  hour,  and  then  retired  to  their  ships. 

The  following  day  another  fire-vessel  was  prepared  ;  but  it 
being  calm,  Rodgers  ordered  his  lieutenant  agd  the  four  cut- 
ters to  proceed  with  a  lighter,  carrying  an  eighteen  pounder, 
to  attack  a  bomb-ship,  which,  in  the  anxiety  of  the  enemy  to 
get  below  the  works  which  Porter  and  Perry  had  thrown  up, 
had  been  left  exposed  to  attack.  At  sun-set,  however,  just  as 
he  was  about  to  give  orders  to  attack  the  bomb,  Rodgers  disco- 
vered one  of  the  enemy's  frigates  behind  a  point,  which  obliged 
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him  to  relinquish  this  determination,  and  give  orders  to  pro- 
ceed across  to  the  Virginia  shore,  to  haul  up  the  boats,  and 
place  the  lighter  in  a  situation  to  be  defemled  against  the  barges 
of  the  enemy. 

About  nine  oMock  at  night,  Rodgers  again  shifted  his  situa- 
tion to  the  opposite  shore,  owing  to  a  man  being  seized  under 
suspicious  circumstances  on  the  beach,  near  a  small  boat,  about 
a  mile  above  the  enemy's  headmost  ship.  The  cutters  were 
now  hauled  up,  the  lighter  placed  in  an  advantageous  position, 
and  the  seamen  on  the  top  of  a  cliiF  overlooking  the  river. 
Scarcely  had  this  arrangement  been  completed,  when  an  attack 
was  made  by  all  the  enemy's  barges.  It  was  met  with  great 
intrepidity,  the  enemy  were  thrown  into  confusion,  and  driven 
back  with  loss.  The  only  injury  which  Rodgers  sustained, 
was  one  man  wounded  on  board  the  lighter. 

The  work  at  Porter's  battery  continued  to  go  on  ;  five  light 
field-pieces,  from  four  to  six  pounders,  arrived  and  were  plant- 
ed, and  hopes  were  entertained  of  soon  receiving  some  long 
thirty-two  pounders  from  Washington ;  a  furnace  was  built 
for  hot  shot,  and  time  only  appeared  necessary  to  make  the  bat- 
tery formidable.  The  whole  of  the  4th  and  5th,  an  incessant 
fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  night  and  day.  He  had  once  at- 
tempted landing  at  night,  it  is  supposed  with  an  intention  of 
spikmg  the  guns  of  the  battery,  but  was  repulsed  by  the  picket 
guard.  The  plan  of  annoying  him  by  advancing  guns  was  now 
adopted  with  better  effect  than  before.  The  rocket-ship  lying 
close  in  shore,  was  much  cut  up  by  a  twelve  pounder  and  two 
sixes  carried  to  a  point ;  scarcely  a  shot  missed  its  hull,  and 
for  one  hour  the  fire  of  all  the  enemy's  force  was  drawn  to  this 
point. 

The  want  of  ammunition  now  caused  a  suspension  of  firing 
at  the  battery  at  a  most  unfortunate  moment,  just  as  commo- 
dore Rodgers  was  approaching  with  his  last  fire-ship.  The 
enemy  being  thus  enabled  to  direct  the  whole  of  their  atten- 
tion towards  him,  Rodgers  was  forced  to  fire  the  vessel  pre- 
maturely, and  order  his  boats  to  retire,  to  prevent  their  being 
tsdcen  possession  of  by  the  numerous  barges  of  the  enemy. 

Some  thirty-two  pounders  now  arrived  at  the  battery,  and 
carpenters  were  employed  to  make  carriages.  Two  mortars, 
a  l^ge  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  an  abundance  of  shot  and 
shells  were  also  received;  two  barges  were  equipping,  and 
every  thing  promised  that  the  battery  would  speedily  be  put  in 
a  proper  state  for  annoying  the  enemy.  In  the  evening  two 
frigates  anchored  above,  making  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
opposed  to  the  battery  three  frigates,   three  bomb-ships,   a 
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sloop  of  war,  a  brig,  a  schooner,  and  two  barges,  carrying  al- 
together 173  guns.  The  guns  mounted  in  the  battery  were 
three  18  pounders,  two  12  pounders,  six  9  pounders,  and  two 
fours.  The  two  mortars  were  without  carriages,  as  were  all 
the  thirty-twos,  for  notwithstanding  every  effort  was  made, 
both  at  Washington  and  on  the  spot,  they  could  not  be  com- 
pleted in  time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  enemy  showing  a  disposition 
to  move,  intelligence  to  that  effect  was  sent  to  general  Hunger- 
ford,  and  preparations  made  to  meet  them  at  the  battery  with 
hot  shot.  About  12  o'clock  the  two  frigates  got  under  way, 
with  a  fair  wind  and  tide,  and  stood  down  ;  the  rocket-sloop, 
bomb-vessels,  brig,  schooner,  and  prizes  followed  in  succes- 
sion, the  gun-boats  endeavouring  to  flank  the  battery  on  the 
right.  Porter  immediately  dispatched  an  officer  to  general 
Hungerford,  to  request  him  to  take  the  position  agreed  upon  in 
the  woods  on  the  heights  ;  but  from  the  distance  of  his  camp, 
and  the  quick  approach  of  the  enemy,  he  was  unable  to  march 
before  the  firing  commenced,  and,  after  that  period,  it  was 
rendered  impossible,  from  the  vast  quantities  of  shot,  shells, 
and  rockets  which  were  showered  over  the  hills  and  fell 
among  his  troops. 

As  the  enemy  approached,  a  well-directed  fire  was  kept  up 
from  the  battery  with  hot  and  cold  shot.  The  officers  and  men 
stood  the  broadsides  of  the  ships  with  unparalleled  firmness. 
But  from  the  militia  not  making  their  appearance,  the  whole 
of  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed  at  the  battery.  Porter,  there- 
fore, finding  that  in  a  few  minutes  all  the  enemy's  force  would 
be  brought  to  bear  on  him,  and  entertaining  no  hopes  of  pre- 
venting his  passing,  as  some  of  his  men  had  already  been  killed 
and  wounded,  he  determined  not  to  make  a  useless  sacrifice. 
When  the  enemy  was  on  the  point  of  anchoring  abreast  the 
battery,  therefore,  after  sustaining  his  fire  an  hour  and  a  quar- 
ter, the  commodore  directed  the  officers  and  men  to  retire  be- 
hind a  hill  on  the  left,  and  be  in  readiness  to  charge  the  enemy 
if  he  should  land  to  spike  the  guns.  The  two  frigates  anchor- 
ed abreast,  the  bombs,  sloops,  and  smaller  vessels  passed  out- 
side them,  all  pouring  into  the  battery  and  neighbouring  woods 
a  tremendous  fire  of  every  description  of  missive.  In  the 
woods  on  the  left,  a  company  of  riflemen  from  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  under  captain  George  W.  Humphreys,  greatly 
distinguished  themselves  by  a  well-directed  fire  on  the  enemy's 
decks,  as  did  a  company  of  militia  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Gena,  who  was  posted  on  the  right.  The  first  lost  one 
man  killed,  and  one  sergeant  and  four  privates  wounded ;  the 
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latter  two  privates  killed.  After  the  bombs,  gun-vessels,  and 
prizes  had  all  passed,  the  frigates  proceeded  down  and  anchored 
abreast  of  commodore  Perry's  battery,  where  a  constant  firing 
was  kept  up  until  after  sun-set. 

But  the  guns  at  Perry's  battery  were  of  too  small  calibre  to 
make  much  impression  on  the  enemy.  A  single  eighteen 
pounder,  which  arrived  only  thirty  minutes  before  the  firing 
began,  ill  supplied  with  ammunition,  was  the  only  gun  that 
could  be  of  much  service.  The  ammunition  of  this  gun,  and 
that  of  several  of  the  six-pounders,  being  expended,  and  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  being  very  heavy,  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  retire  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  This  was  done  in  good 
order,  after  sustaining  their  fire  for  more  than  an  hour. 

The  advantageous  situation  of  this  battery  prevented  the 
enemy  from  doing  much  injury.  Only  one  man  was  wounded^ 
The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  at  commodore  Porter's 
battery  did  not  exceed  thirty.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  se- 
ven killed,  and  thirty- five  wounded. 

$  14.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  who  was  sent  up  the  Chesapeake  to 
make  a  diversion  in  favour  of  this  expedition,  was  the  least 
fortunate  of  the  commanders.  He  met  his  death  in  a  conflict 
with  a  small  body  of  militia  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland, 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Keid. 

A  force  of  about  150  rifien  was  landed  at  night  from  his  ves- 
sel, at  the  head  of  which  he  placed  himself,  with  the  intention 
of  surprising  the  militia  in  their  camp.  The  movement  of  the 
British  barges,  however,  had  been  discovered,  and  every  pre- 
paration was  made  to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  The 
camp  and  baggage  were  removed,  and  the  troops  posted  on  a 
rising  ground,  flanked  on  both  sides  with  woods,  with  the  ar- 
tillery in  the  centre.  The  head  of  the  enemy's  column  soon 
appeared,  and  received  the  fire  of  the  American  advance  at  70 
paces  distance.  Being  pressed  by  superior  numbers,  the  ad- 
vance were  ordered  to  retire,  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  line. 
The  fire  now  became  general,  and  was  sustained  by  the  militia 
with  the  most  determined  valour.  The  enemy  pressed  in  front; 
but  being  foiled,  he  threw  himself  on  the  left  flank,  where  his 
efforts  were  equally  unavailing. 

The  €re  of  the  enemy  had  nearly  ceased,  when  Rcid,  the' 
commander  of  the  militia,  was  informed,  that  the  cartridges 
were  entirely  expended  in  some  parts  of  the  line,  and  that 
none  of  the  men  had  more  than  a  few  rounds,  although  each 
had  brought  twenty  into  the  field.  The  artillery  cartridges 
were  entirely  expended.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  a  convenient  spot  where  a 
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part  of  the  line  was  fortified,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
the  remaining  cartridges. 

But  the  enemy  having  sustained  a  severe  loss,  found  it  more 
prudent  to  retreat  than  to  pursue.  They  retired  to  the  beach, 
carrying  with  them  all  the  wounded  they  could  find,  among 
whom  was  sir  Peter  Parker,  who  expired  a  few  minutes  after 
being  carried  from  the  field.  The  loss  of  the  British  on  this 
occasion  was  14  killed,  and  27  wounded.  The  Americans  had 
only  three  wounded.  Nothing  but  the  want  of  ammunition 
could  have  saved  the  whole  party  of  the  British  from  cap- 
ture. 

§  15.  With  the  multitude,  success  in  war  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  indicate  wisdom  in  our  rulers,  while  defeat  is  uni- 
formly attributed  either  to  their  folly  and  weakness,  or  to  trea« 
sonable  purposes.  The  clamour  which  arose  out  of  the  disas- 
ter of  our  arms,  which  led  to  the  capture  of  Washington,  was 
particularly  directed  against  general  Winder,  who  commanded 
the  American  forces,  and  general  Armstrong,  the  secretary  of 
war,  but  chiefly  against  the  latter.  So  violent  was  the  ferment 
of  the  public  mind  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  the  presi- 
dent was  forced  to  yield  to  the  clamour,  and  request  the  secre- 
tary to  resign.  His  place  was  filled /^ro  tern,  by  colonel  Mon- 
roe, the  secretary  of  state. 

$  16*  The  conduct  of  the  British  while  in  possession  of 
Washington  and  Alexandria,  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  civilized  nations.  In  the  wars  of  modem  Europe,  no  ex- 
amples of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most  hostile  to 
each  other,  can  be  traced.  In  the  course  of  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years,  most  of  the  capitals  of  the  principal  powers  of 
Europe  have  been  entered  by  Bonaparte,  at  the  head  of  his 
victorious  troops,  yet  no  one  instance  of  such  wanton  and  un- 
justifiable destruction  has  been  seen.  And  yet  this  is  the  chief 
whose  conduct  the  British  have  affected  to  consider  as  outrag- 
ing all  the  laws  of  civilized  war. 

But  it  has  been  attempted  to  justify  this  wanton  destruction, 
under  the  plea  of  retaliation.  Admiral  Cochrane,  in  a  letter  to 
the  secretsuy  of  state,  dated  the  day  previous  to  the  debarka- 
^  tion  of  Ross's  army,  though  not  delivered  till  after  the  destruc- 
tidki  of  Washington,  stated,  that  having  been  called  upon  by  the 
govemor-genend  of  the  Canadas  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into 
effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  wanton  destruction  committed  by  their 
army  in  Upper  Canada,  it  had  become  imperiously  his  duty, 
conformably  with  the  nature  of  the  governor  general's  appli- 
cation, to  issue  to  the  naval  force  under  his  command  an  order 
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to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  tbe 
coast  as  might  be  found  assailable. 

This  general  accusation  was  rebutted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his 
answer  to  this  letter.     The  secretary  declared  it  to  have  been 
the  resolution  of  government,  from  the  very  commencement  of 
the  war,  to  wage  it  in  a  manner  most  consonant  to  the  princi- 
ples of  humanity,  and  to  those  friendly  relations  which  it  was 
desirable  to  preserve  between  the  two  nations,  after  the  resto- 
ration of  peace.  This  resolution  had  never  been  deviated  from, 
although  it  was  perceived,  with  the  deepest  regret,  that  a  spirit 
so  just  and  humane  was  neither  cherished  nor  acted  upon  by 
the  British  government.     Without  dwelling  on  the  deplorable 
cruelties  committed  by  the  savages  in  the  British  ranks,  and  in 
British  pay,  on  American  prisoners  at  the  river  Raisin,  which 
to  this  day  have  never  been  disavowed  or  atoned,  I  refer,  con- 
tinued the  secretary,  as  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
subject  of  your  letter,  to  the  wanton  desolation  that  was  com- 
mitted at  Havre-de-Grace,  and  at  Georgetown,  early  in  the 
spring  of  1813.     These  villages  were  burnt  and  ravaged  by  the 
naval  forces  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  ruin  of  their  unarmed  in- 
habitants, who  saw  with  astonishment  that  they  derived  no 
protection  to  their  propert\'  from  the  laws  of  war.     During  the 
same  season,  scenes  of  invasion  and  pillage,  carried  on  under 
the  same  authority,  were  witnessed  all  along  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake,  to  an  extent  inflicting  the  most  serious  private  dis- 
tress, and  under  circumstances  that  justified  the  suspicion,  that 
revenge  and  cupidity,  rather  than   the  manly  motives    that 
should  dictate  the  hostility  of  a  high-minded  foe,  led  to  their 
perpetration. 

Although  these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if  they  did  not 
impose  on  the  government,  the  necessity  of  retaliation,  yet  in 
no  instance  has  it  been  authorised*.  The  burning  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Newark,  in  Upper  Canada,  was  posterior  to  the  early 
outrages  above  enumerated.  The  village  of  Newark  adjoined 
Fort  George,  and  its  destruction  was  justified  by  the  officer  who 
ordered  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  became  necessary  in  the  mili- 

•  We  have  always  been  of  opinion,  that  our  government  was  hiehly  re- 
prehcnsible,  if  not  in  the  failure  to  adopt  retaliatory  measures,  at  least  to 
Bake  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  British  government  and  to  the  world,  on  the 
fubject  of  these  devastations.  The  outrages  were  not  committed  m  the 
heat  of  the  moment,  or  by  an  inferior  officer,  but  by  parties  which  wctc 
Cenerally  led  by  an  admiral,  and  apparently  in  a  systematic  manner.  We 
cinnot  bring  ourselves  to  believe,  that  if  a  decided  stand  had  been  taken, 
this  abominable  system  of  outrage  would  have  continuad  to  d#aolate  tne 
shorei  of  tbe  Chesapeake  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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tary  operations  there.  The  act,  however,  was  disavowed  by 
the  government.  The  burning  which  took  place  at  Long 
Point  was  unauthorised  by  the  government,  and  the  conduct  ot 
the  officer  subjected  to  the  investigation  ot  a  military'  tribunal. 
For  the  burning  at  St.  David^s,  committed  by  stragglers,  the 
officer  who  commanded  in  that  quarter  was  dismissed  without 
trial,  for  not  preventing  it. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  president  distinctly  to  state,  con- 
tinued the  secretary,  that  it  as  little  comports  with  any  orders 
which  have  been  issued  to  the  military  and  naval  commanders 
of  the  United  States,  as  it  does  with  the  established  and  known 
humanity  of  the  American  nation,  to  pursue  a  system  which  it 
appears  you  have  adopted.  This  government  owes  it  to  itself, 
to  the  principles  which  it  has  ever  held  sacred,  to  disavow,  as 
justly  chargeable  to  it,  any  such  wanton,  cruel,  and  unjustifiable 
warfare.  Whatever  unauthorised  irregularity  may  have  been 
committed  by  any  of  its  troops,  it  would  have  been  ready,  act- 
ing on  these  principles  of  sacred  and  eternal  obligation,  to  dis- 
avow, and  as  far  as  might  be  practicable,  to  repair. 

But  the  government,  it  ap|>ears,  was  mistaken  in  attributing 
this  general  charge  against  the  American  troops  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, to  the  destruction  of  the  villages  alluded  to  in  the  secre- 
tary's letter.  The  governor  of  Canada,  in  an  address  to  the 
provincial  parliament,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1815,  asserted, 
*^  that,  as  a  just  retribution,  the  proud  capitol  at  Washington, 
had  experienced  a  similar  fate  to  that  inflicted  by  an  American 
force  on  the  seat  of  government  in  Upper  Canada ;"  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  a  debate  in  the  British  parlia- 
ment, on  an  address  to  the  prince  regent,  in  November,  1814, 
was  still  more  explicit.  The  Americans  at  York,  he  asserted, 
^*  not  only  burnt  the  house  of  the  governor,  but  also  every  house 
belonging  to  the  meanest  individual,  even  to  a  shell,  and  left 
the  populace  in  the  most  wretched  condition." 

Thus,  in  the  great  as  in  the  little  wo/ld,  one  wrong  inevita- 
bly treads  on  the  heels  of  another.  The  same  cowardly  spirit 
which  dictated  the  orders  for  devastating  the  American  coast, 
was  apparent  on  this  occasion,  wh^n,  cowering  under  the  re- 
pniaches  of  their  compatriots  for  the  stain  they  had  cast  on  the 
British  arms,  the  ministry  were  forced  to  shelter  themselves 
tinder  the  most  base  and  malignant  untruths.  But  the  reign 
of  falsehood  is  always  short.  These  official  assertions  produc- 
ed an  investigation  of  the  subject  by  congress,  which  must  co- 
ver with  shame  the  authors  of  this  slander. 

From  this  investigation  it  appears,  that  nothing  was  destroy- 
ed by  the  American  commander,  excepting  the  barracks  and 
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public  storehouses.  That  several  of  the  most  valuable  public 
buildings  were  destro)'ed  by  the  explosion  of  a  magazine, 
which  the  British  set  fire  to  as  the  Americans  entered  the 
place,  and  which  proved  fatal  to  general  Pike,  and  to  vast  num- 
bers of  his  brave  followers.  That  notwithstanding  this  great 
provocation  for  burning  the  town,  nothing  of  the  kind  took 
place  ;  a  strong  guard  was  set,  with  positive  orders  to  prevent 
any'plunder  or  depredation  on  the  inhabitants ;  and  when  leav- 
ing the  place,  the  commander  of  the  American  troops  received 
a  letter  from  judge  Scott,  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  humane  treatment  the 
inhabitants  had  experienced  from  his  troops,  and  for  the  com- 
mander's particular  attention  to  the  safety  of  their  persons  and 
property.  The  destruction  of  public  edifices  for  civil  uses  was 
not  only  unauthorised,  but  positively  forbidden  by  the  Ameri- 
can commanders.  It  has  recently,  however,  appeared,  that  a 
public  building,  of  little  value,  called  the  parliament-house  (not 
the  government-house),  in  which  it  is  said  that  an  American 
scalp  was  found,  as  a  part  of  the  decoration  of  the  speaker's 
chair,  had  been  burnt ;  whether  it  was  so,  and  if  it  was,  whe- 
ther it  was  an  accidental  consequence  of  the  confusion  in  which 
the  explosion  of  the  magazine  involved  the  town,  or  the  unau- 
thorised act  of  some  exasperated  individual,  has  not  been  as- 
certained. The  silence  of  the  military  and  civil  officers  of  the 
provincial  government  of  Canada,  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
transaction  was  not  deemed,  when  it  occurred,  a  cause,  either 
for  retaliation  or  reproach. 

The  burning  of  Newark  and  of  the  Indian  towns  on  the 
river  Thames,  commonly  called  the  Moravian  towns,  are  also 
adverted  to  in  the  report  arising  out  of  this  investigation.  The 
burning  of  Newark,  it  is  stated,  was  vindicated  by  the  Ameri- 
can general,  as  necessary  to  his  military  operations ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  American  government  heard  of  it,  instructions, 
dated  the  6th  of  January,  1814,  were  given  by  the  department 
of  war,  to  major-general  Wilkinson,  ^^to  disavow  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  who  committed  it,  and  to  transmit  to  governor 
'  Prevost  a  copy  of  the  order,  under  colour  of  which  that  officer 
had  acted."  This  disavowal  was  accordingly  communicated, 
and  on  the  10th  February,  1814,  governor  Prevost  answered, 
^*  that  it  had  been  with  great  satisfaction  he  had  received  the 
assurance,  that  the  perpetration  of  the  burning  of  the  town  of 
Newark,  was  both  unauthorised  by  the  American  government, 
and  abhorrent  to  every  American  feeling ;  that  if  any  outrages 
had  ensued  the  wanton  and  unjustifiable  destruction  of  New- 
ark, passing  the  bounds  of  just  retaliation,  they  were  to  be  at- 
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tributed  to  the  influence  of  irritated  passions,  on  the  part  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferers  by  that  event,  which,  in  a  state  of  ac- 
tive warfare,  it  had  not  been  possible  altogether  to  restrain ;. 
and  that  it  was  as  little  congenial  to  the  disposition  of  his  ma- 
jesty^s  government,  as  it  was  to  that  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  deliberately  to  adopt  any  plan  of  policy,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  devastation  of  private  property.** 

But  the  disavo\ial  of  the  American  government  was  not  the 
only  expiation  of  the  unauthorised  offence  committed  by  its  of- 
ficer ;  for  the  British  government  undertook  itself  to  redress 
the  wrong.  A  few  days  after  the  bumtng  of  Newark,  the  Bri- 
tish and  Indian  troops  crossed  the  Niagara  for  this  purpose ; 
they  surprised  and  seized  Fort  Niagara  ;  they  burnt  the  vil- 
lages of  Lewistown,  Manchester,  Tuscarora,  Buffalo,  and 
Black  Rock,  desolating  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  and 
dispersing  the  inhabitants  in  the  extremity  of  the  winter.  Sir 
George  Prevost  himself  appears  to' have  been  satisfied  with  the 
vengeance  that  had  been  inflicted  »  and.^  in  his  proclamation  of 
the  12th  of  January,  1814,  he  expressly  declared,  that  for  the 
burning  of  Newark,  ^^  the  opportunity  of  punishment  had  oc- 
curred ;  that  a  full  measure  of  retaliation  had  taken  place,  add 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pursue  further  a  system  of  war- 
fare, so  revolting  to  his  own  feelings,  and  so  little  congenial  to 
the  British  character,  unless  the  future  measures  of  the  enemy 
should  compel  him  again  to  resort  to  it."  With  his  answer  to 
major-general  Wilkinson,  which  has  been  already  noticed,  he 
transmitted  a  copy  of  the  proclamation,  ^^  ars  expressive  of  the 
determination  as  to  his  future  line  of  conduct,^  and  addedy 
^  that  he  was  happy  to  learn,  that  there  was  no  probability,  that 
any  measures,  on  the  part  of  the  American  government,  would 
oblige  him  to  depart  froni  it." 

The  places  usually  called  the  Moravian  towns,  were  mere 
coUections  of  Indian  huts  and  cabins,  on  the  river  Le  Trench 
or  Thames,  not  probably  worth,  in  the  whole,  one  thousand 
dollars.  The  Indians  who  inhabit  them,  among  whom  were 
some  notoriously  hostile  to  the  United  States,  had  made  incur* 
sions  the  most  cruel  into  their  territory.  When,  therefore, 
the  American  army  under  general  Harrison  invaded  Canada 
on  the  of  ,  1813,  the  huts  and  cabins  of  the. 

hostile  Indians  were  destroyed.  But  this  species  of  warfare 
haV  been  invariably  pursued  by  every  nation  engaged  in  war 
with  the  Indians  of  the  American  continent.  However  it  may 
be  regretted  on  the  score  of  humanity,  it  appears  to  be  the  ne- 
cessary means  of  averting  the  still  greater  calamities  of  savage 
hostility;  and  it  is  believed,  that  the  occurrence  would  never 
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have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  charge  against  the  American 
troops,  if  the  fact  had  not  been  misrepresented  or  misunder- 
stood. Many  people  at  home,  and  most  people  abroad,  have 
been  led  to  suppose,  that  the  Moravian  tou  ns  were  the  peacea- 
ble settlements  of  a  religious  sect  of  Christians,  and  not  the 
abode  of  a  hostile  tribe  of  savages. 

But  while  excuses  are  thus  framed  with  a  view  of  palliating  the 
devastation  committed  by  the  British  army,  not  one  attempt  is 
made  to  palliate  or  excuse  the  navy  for  its  plunder  of  the  weal- 
thy town  of  Alexandria,  or  for  the  system  of  pitiful  pilfering 
which  was  carried  on  for  two  summers  in  the  Chesapeake.  Is 
the  plunder  and  devastation  of  the  property  of  private  individu- 
ate, then,  less  heinous  th.an  the  destruction  of  public  edifices  i 
or  is  the  world  so  accustomed  to  the  system  of  wholesale  pri- 
vateering, authorised  by  the  laws  of  naval  warfare,  as  to  pass 
over  without  comment,  when  committed  by  naval  officers,  not 
only  the  sack  of  a  large  town,  but  the  desolation  of  whole  dis- 
tricts? 

'ITie  general  orders  of  Brown,  on  crossing  the  Niagara, 
form  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  devastating  threat  of  Cochrane. 
**  Upon  entering  Canada,^  says  he,  "  the  laws  of  war*  will  go- 
vern :  men  found  in  arms,  or  otherwise  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  enemy,  will  be  treated  as  enemies ;  those  behaving 
peaceably,  and  following  their  private  occupations,  will  be 
treated  as  friends.  Private  property  will  in  all  cases  be  held 
sacred ;  public  property,  wherever  found,  will  be  seized  and 
disposed  of  by  the  commanding  general.  Any  plunderer  shall 
be  punished  with  death,  who  shall  be  found  violating  this  or- 
der." 

*  "  War  18  at  best  a  savage  thing,  and  wades  through  a  sea  of  violence 
tnd  injustice ;  yet  even  war  itself  has  its  laws,  which  men  of  honour  wUl 
not  depart  from." — Plutarch,  life  ^Camillus. 

To  die  same  purport,  sings  one  of  the  favourite  poets  of  the  present  day. 

Fur  as  the  earliest  beam  of  eastern  light, 
When  first  by  the  bewildered  pilgrim  spied. 

It  smiles  upon  the  dreary  brow  of  night. 
And  silvers  o'er  the  torrent's  foaming  tide. 
And  lights  the  fearful  path  on  mountain  side ; 

Fair  as  that  beam,  although  the  fairest  far. 
Giving*  to  horror  g^ace,  to  danger  pride. 

Shine  martial  Faith,  and  Courtesy's  bright  star, 
Throu|^h  all  the  wreckful  storms  that  cloud  the  brow  of  War. 

Lady  of  the  Lake,  Canto  V 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


$  1.  Effects  resulting  from  the  burning  of  Washington  in  Europe  and 
in  the  United  States.  §  2.  Attack  upon  Baltimore.  §  3.  Bombard- 
ment of  Fort  M*Henry.  §  4.  Retreat  of  the  British.  <§  5.  Procla- 
mation nf  sir  George  Prevost.  §  6.  Repulse  of  the  British  at  Otter 
Creek.  §  7.  Expedition  against  Plattsburg.  §  8.  Capture  of  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  on  Lake  Champlain.  §  9.  Attack  on  the  American 
works  near  Plattsburg.    §  10-  Retreat  of  Prevost. 

$  1.  x\.N  intelligent  French  writer,  in  noticing  the  cap- 
ture of  Berlin  by  the  Russians  in  1760,  remarks,  that  two 
important  military  principles  may  be  deduced  from  that  event. 
Ist.  That  the  possession  of  a  capital  does  not  decide  the  fate  ' 
of  a  state,  or  even  of  a  campaign.     2d.  That  in  the  modem    '•/! 
art  of  war,  men  are  of  more  importance  than  fortified  places,      .; 
and  that  a  general  should  never  acknowledge  himself  van- 
quished, though  all  his  strong  holds  be  subdued,  if  he  retain       - 
his  soldiers  and  his  constancy.     If  these  observations  be  cor* 
rect  in  their  application  to  European  capitals,  how  much  more 
forcibly  do  they  apply  to  that  of  the  federal  government,  a 
mere  open  village,  of  £^bout  8000  inhabitants,  and  in  a  coun-. 
try  thinly  populated !     Indeed  the  capture    of  Washington 
cannot  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  predatory  incur- 
sion, under  the  pretence  of  retaliation,  but  really  with  the 
view  of  striking  terror  and  inducing  submission,  and  at  the 
same  time  producing  an  effect  in  Europe,  where  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  capital  oi  their  enemy,  it  was  doubtless  conceived, ' 
would  be  viewed  as  a  most  brilliant  exploit.     General  Ross 
had  neither  the  intention  nor  the  means  of  holding  Washing^- 
ton.     Without  artillery  or  stores,  he  was  unable  to  remam 
longer  than  24  hours,  when  a  retreat  was  commenced  under 
favour  of  the  night,  and  even  then  this  retreat  would  have 
been  extremely  hazardous,  but  for  the  disorganized  state  of 
his  opponents,  and  their  blameable  deficiency  in  the  article  of 
intelligence.     It  is  true,  that  had  they  remained  a  few  days 
longer,  a  communication  with  their  shipping  would  have  been 
opened  by  the  Potomac,  but  this  arose  from  a  circumstance 
that  could  not  have  been  foreseen,  and  Ross  certainly  acted 
wisely  in  not  calculating  on  the  destruction  of  Fort  Washing- 
ton by  its  commander. 
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But  the  capture  of  Washington  produced  in  Europe  a  very 
different  effect  from  what  was  expected.  The  Gothic  bar- 
barity displayed  in  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  public  build- 
ings roused  the  indignation  of  the  whole  continent,  and  even 
produced  such  a  sensation  in  the  British  parliamenjt,  as  to 
cause  its  instigators  to  resort  to  falsehood  to  shield  them  from 
the  public  odium.  The  agitation  of  the  question  also  drew 
from  the  ministry  a  statement,  that  instructions  had  been  sent 
to  the  coast  of  America  to  desist  from  further  inflictions  of 
vengeance. 

The  threats  of  devastation,  and  their  practical  operation  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  produced  an  electric  effect  through- 
out the  union.  A  spirit  of  patriotism  was  kindled  by  the 
flames  of  the  capitol,  before  which  all  party  considerations 
and  honest  differences  of  opinion  vanished.  The  war,  at  its 
commencement,  was  considered  an  inexpedient  measure,  by  a 
large  and  respectable  portion  of  the  community.  The  mode 
of  conducting  it  also,  by  the  invasion  of  Canada,  was  con- 
demned as  ineflScacious  ;  as  resembling  more  a  war  for  foreign 
conquest,  than  a  resolute  assertion  of  our  naval  rights,  which 
ought,  it  was  said,  to  be  conquered  on  the  ocean.  All  aid, 
either  in  men  or  money,  was  consequently  as  much  as  possi- 
ble withheld  by  those  who  embraced  these  sentiments.  Party 
considerations  had  no  doubt  their  effect  in  producing  this  re- 
sult. It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  opposition  would 
fail  to  make  use  of  the  same  popular  topics  which  had  been 
so  successfully  wielded  against  them  when  in  power,  and 
which  had  finally  driven  them  from  their  seats.  The  dangers 
which  threatened  our  republican  institutions  from  a  standing 
army,  loans,  &c.  were  now,  as  formerly,  the  favourite  sub- 
lets of  the  outSy  who  wished  to  change  places  with  the  ins. 
In  a  government  which  depends  so  much  on  public  senti- 
ment as  ours,  its  powers  were  thus  necessarily  paralysed, 
though  perhaps  not  in  the  degree  asserted  by  the  ins^  who  of 
coarse  wished  a  share  of  the  odium  arising  from  their  tardy 
measures  to  fall  on  the  outs. 

But  at  this  interesting  crisis  a  new  spirit  pervaded  the  nation, 
which  aroused  it  almost  instantaneously  to  arms.  Party  ran- 
cour, for  a  moment,  seemed  utterly  extinct ;  ^^  this  is  not  the 
dme  for  speaking,  but  for  acting,"  became  the  universal  crj'. 
All  classes  seemed  inspired  with  military  ardour ;  the  young 
and  the  old,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  rushed  into  the  ranks,  came 
forward  with  their  contributions,  and  assisted  in  the  labour  of 
raising  works  of  defence.     Nor  were  even  the  females  idle  at 
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this  trying  moment.     Their  labours  were  united  in  accoutring 
the  volunteers,  and  in  providing  for  their  necessities*  ' 

These  movements  were  little  if  at  all  regulated  by  the  go- 
vernments either  of  the  states  or  of  the  union.  It  appeared 
as  if  the  people,  perceiving  that  the  powers  with  which  they 
had  entrusted  their  rulers  were  either  incompetent  to  the  crisis, 
or  had  not  been  sufficiently  acted  on,  had  determined  sponta- 
neously to  arise  in  their  might,  and  take  the  defence  of  their 
respective  neighbourhoods  upon  themselves.  Committees  of 
vigilance  or  defence  were  every  where  appointed  by  the  peo- 
ple in  their  town -meetings,  who  collected  money,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  regulated  the  military  movements  of  the  •.  itizens, 
and  superintended  their  voluntary  labour  at  the  fortifications. 
Nor  was  the  public  enthusiasm  unavailing.  From  this  mo- 
ment, almost  every  encounter  with  the  enemy  shed  new  lus- 
tre on  the  American  arms,  till  the  war  finally  closed  in  a  blaze 
of  glory  at  New-Orleans. 

The  unanimity  which  prevailed  at  this  period  cannot  perhaps 
be  exemplified  more  strikingly  than  by  the  proclamations  of  go* 
vemor  Chittenden.— -Shortly  after  his  election  to  the  chief  ma- 
gistracy  of  Vermont,  in  the  fall  of  1813,  Chittenden  issued  a 
proclamation,  ordering  a  brigade  of  Vermont  militia,  then  at 
Plattsburg,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  return  to 
their   homes,    on  the  pretence  that  it  was  highly  improper 
that  the  militia  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of  and  at 
the  disposal  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  or  controul  of  the  executive  of  Vermont,   and 
marched  to  the  defence  of  a  sister  state,  fully  competent  to 
all  the  purposes  of  self-defence.     The  militia  refused  compli- 
ance with  this  requisition,  and  the  officers  publicly  addressed 
the  governor,  stating  at  large  their  reasons  for  this  refusal. 
*'  We  are  not  of  that  class,"  say  they,  "  who  believe  that  our 
duties  as  citizens  or  soldiers  are  circumscribed  within  the  nar- 
row Umits  of  the  town  or  state  in  which  we  reside  ;  but  that 
we  are  under  a  paramount  obligation  to  our  common  country, 
to  the  great  confederacy  of  states."    "  We  conceive  it  our 
duty,"   they  continue,    "  to  declare  unequivocally  to   your 
excellency,  that  we  shall  not  obey    your  excellency's  order 
for  returning ;  but  shall  continue  in  the  service  of  our  coun- 
try, until  we  are  legally  and  honourably  discharged.     An  in- 
vitation or  order  to  desert  the  standard  of  our  country  will 
never  be  obeyed  by  us,  although  it  proceeds  from  the  governor 
and  captain-general  of  Vermont."     Adding,   ^^We  cannot 
perceive  what  other  object  your  excellency  could  have  in  view 
dian  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  army,  to  excite  mutinjr 
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and  sedition  among  the  soldiers,  and  to  induce  them  to  desert, 
that  they  might  forfeit  the  wages  to  which  they  are  entitled 
for  their  patriotic  services." 

At  this  important  crisis  a  very  different  stand  was  taken  by 
the  same  governor.  In  his  proclamation,  dated  September 
19,  1814,  he  declares,  that  the  war  has  assumed  an  entirely 
dififerent  character,  since  its  first  commencement,  and  has  be- 
come almost  exclusively  defensive,  and  is  prosecuted  by  the 
enemy  with  a  spirit,  unexampled  during  pending  negociations 
for  peace,  which  leaves  no  prospect  of  safety  but  in  a  manly 
and  united  determination  to  meet  invasion  at  every  point,  and 
expel  the  invader.  Thai,  as  the  conflict  has  become  a  com- 
mon and  not  a  party  concern,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
all  degrading  party  distinctions  and  animosities,  however  we 
may  have  differed  respecting  the  policy  of  declaring,  or  the 
moide  of  prosecuting  the  war,  ought  to  be  laid  aside  ;  that 
every  heart  may  be  stimulated,  and  every  arm  nerved,  for 
the  protection  of  our  common  country,  our  libert)',  our  altars, 
and  our  firesides ;  in  the  defence  of  which  we  may,  with  an 
humble  confidence,  look  to  heaven  for  assistance  and  protec- 
tion* He  therefore  earnestly  exhorts  all  the  good  people  of 
Vermont,  by  that  love  of  country,  which  so  signally  distin- 
guished their  fathers,  in  their  glorious  and  successful  struggle 
lor  independence,  to  unite  both  heart  and  hand,  in  defence 
of  their  common  interest,  and  every  thing  dear  to  freemen. 

$  2.  The  British  army  having  re- embarked  on  board  the 
fleet  in  the  Patuxent,  admiral  Cochrane  moved  down  that 
river,  and  proceeded  up  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th  of  Steptember  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Patapsco,  about  14  miles  from  the  city  of  Baltimore.  An- 
ticipating the  debarkation  of  the  troops,  general  Smith,  who 
commanded  at  Baltimore,  had  ordered  general  Strieker  to 
march,  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade  of  militia,  towards  North 
Point,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  it  was  expected  the 
British  would  make  a  landing.  His  force  consisted  of  550  of 
the  5th  regiment,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Sterrett ;  620  of 
the  6th,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Donald ;  500  of  the  27th, 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Long  ;  450  of  the  39th,  under  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fowler ;  700  of  the  51st,  under  lieutent-colonel 
Amey ;  150  riflemen,  under  captain  Dyer ;  140  cavalry,  im- 
der  lieutenant-colonel  Biays ;  and  the  Union  Artillery  of  7S 
men,  with  six  four-pounders,  under  captain  Montgomery ; 
making  an  aggregate  of  3185  effective  men.  Major  Randal^ 
wth  a  light  corps  of  riflemen  and  musquetry,  taken  from  gen- 
eral Stansbury's  brigade  and  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was 
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detached  to  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  with  orders  to  co-ope- 
rate with  general  Strieker,  and  to  check  any  landing  which  the 
enemy  might  attempt  in  that  quarter. 

The  troops  moved  towards  North  Point,  by  the  main  road, 
on  the  11th,  and  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  reached  the  meeting- 
house, near  the  head  of  Bear  Creek,  seven  miles  from  the 
city.  Here  the  brigade  halted,  with  the  exception  of  the 
cavalr}%  who  were  pushed  forward  to  Gorsuch's  farm,  three 
miles  in  advance,  and  the  riflemen,  who  took  post  near  the 
blacksmith's  shop,  two  miles  in  advance  of  the  encampment. 
At  7  oMock,  on  the  morning  of  the  12tb,  information  was 
received  from  the  advanced  videttes,  that  the  enemy  were 
debarking  troops  from  and  under  cover  of  their  gun-vessels, 
which  lay  off  the  bluff  of  North  Point,  within  the  mouth  of  Pa- 
tapsco  river.  The  baggage  was  immediately  ordered  back 
under  a  strong  guard,  and  general  Strieker  took  a  good  posi- 
tion at  the  junction  of  the  two  roads  leading  from  Baltimore 
to  North  Point,  having  his  right  flanked  by  Bear  Creek,  and 
his  left  by  a  marsh.  He  here  waited  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, having  sent  on  an  advance  corps,  under  the  command  of 
major  Heath,  of  the  5th  regiment.  This  advance  was  met  by 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  after  some  skirmishing  it  returned  to 
the  line,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  being  at  a  short  distance 
in  the  rear  of  their  advance.  During  this  skirmishing,  major- 
general  Ross  received  a  musket-ball  through  his  arm  into  his 
breast,  which  proved  fatal  to  him  on  his  way  to  the  water- side 
for  re-embarkation.  The  command  of  the  enemy's  forces 
then  devolved  on  colonel  Brook.  Between  2  and  3  o'clock, 
the  enemy^s  whole  force  came  up  and  commenced  the  battle 
by  some  discharges  of  rockets,  which  were  succeeded  by  the 
cannon  from  both  sides,  and  soon  after  the  action  became 
general  along  the  line.  General  Strieker  gallantly  maintained 
his  ground  against  a  great  superiority  of  numbers  during  the 
space  of  an  hour  and  twenty  minuted,  when  the  regiment  on 
his  left  (the  51st)  giving  way,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
retiring  to  the  ground  in  his  rear,  where  he  had  stationed  one 
regiment  as  a  reserve.  He  here  formed  his  brigade ;  but  the 
enemy  not  thinking  it  advisable  to  pursue,  he,  in  compliance 
with  previous  arrangements,  fell  back  and  took  post  on  the 
left,  a  half  mile  in  advance  of  the  entrenchments,  which  had 
bevn  thrown  up  on  the  hills  surrounding  Baltimore.  About 
tfie  time  general  Strieker  had  taken  the  ground  just  men- 
tioned, he  was  joined  by  general  Winder,  who  had  been  sta- 
tioned on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  but  was  now  ordered  to 
march  with  general  Pouglas's  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  and 
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the  United  States  diragoons,  under  captain  Bird,  and  take  post 
on  the  left  of  general  Stricken  During  these  movements,  the 
brigades  of  generals  Stansbury  and  Foreman,  the  seamen  and 
marines,  under  commodore  Rodgers,  the  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, under  colonels  Cobean  and  Findley,  the  Baltimore 
artillery,  under  colonel  Harris,  and  the  murine  artiUer}-,  under 
captain  Stiles,  manned  the  trenches  and  batteries,  and  in  this 
situation  spent  the  night,  all  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy. 

Next  morning,  the  British  appeared  in  from  of  the  entrench- 
ments, at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on  the  Philadelphia  road, 
from  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  the  position  of  the  Ameri- 
caps.  He  manoeuvred  during  the  morning  towards  his  right, 
as  if  with  the  intention  of  making  a  circuitous  march,  and 
coming  down  on  the  Harford  or  York  roads.  Generals  Winder 
and  Strieker  were  ordered  to  adapt  their  movements  to  those 
of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  baffle  this  supposed  intention.  They 
executed  this  order  with  great  skill  and  judgment,  by  taking 
an  advantageous  position,  stretching  across  the  country,  when 
the  enemy  was  likely  to  approach  the  quarter  he  seemed  to 
threaten.  This  movement  induced  the  British  to  concentrate 
their  forces  in  front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within  a  mile  of 
the  entrenchments,  driving  in  the  videttes,  and  shewing  an 
intention  of  attacking  the  position  that  evening.  Smith, 
therefore,  immediately  drew  generals  Winder  and  Strieker 
nearer  to  the  right  of  the  enemy,  with  the  intention  of 
falling  on  his  right  or  rear  should  he  attack  the  entrenchments, 
or,  if  he  declined  it,  of  attacking  him  in  the  morning. 

$  3.  As  soon  as  the  British  troops  had  debarked  at  North 
Point,  the  fleet  proceeded  up  the  Patapsco,  to  bombard  Fort 
M^Henry,  which  commands  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  of 
Baltimore.  On  the  13th,  about  sunrise,  the  British  com- 
menced the  attack  from  their  bomb-vessels,  at  the  distance  of 
about  two  miles,  when,  finding  that  the  shells  reached  the 
fort,  they  anchored,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  and  well-directed 
bombardment. 

Fort  M^Henry  was  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Ar- 
mistead.  The  garrison  consisted  of  one  company  of  United 
Sutes  artillery,  under  captain  Evans,  and  two  companies  of 
sea-fencibles,  under  captains  Bunbuij  and  Addison.  Of  these 
three  companies,  35  men  were  unfortunately  on  the  sick  list, 
and  unfit  for  duty.  In  contemplation  of  the  attack,  Armistead 
had  been  furnished  with  two  companies  of  volunteer  artillery 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  under  captain  Berry  and  lieuten- 
ant-commandant Pennington,  a  company  of  volunteer  artille- 
rists, under  judge  Nicholson,  who  haid  proiFered  their  services. 
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a  detachment  from  commodore  Barney's  fibtilla,  under  lieu- 
tenant Redman,  and  about  six  hundred  infantry,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Stewart  and  major  Lane,  con- 
sisting of  detachments  from  the  12th,  14th,  36th,  and  ;38th 
regiments  of  United  States  troops — the  total  amounting  to 
about  a  thousand  effective  men.  Two  batteries  to  the  right 
of  Fort  M^ Henry,  upon  the  Patapsco,  were  manned,  the  one 
by  lieutenant  Newcombe,  with  a  detachment  of  sailors,  the 
other  by  lieutenant  Webster,  of  the  flotilla.  The  former  was 
called  Fort  Covington,  thr-  latter  the  City  Battery. 

As  soon  as  the  British  commenced  the  bombardment,  the 
batteries  at  the  fort  were  opened  in  return  ;  but  the  firing  soon 
ceased  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  as  it  was  found  that 
all  the  shot  and  shells  fell  considerably  short  of  the  Bri- 
tish vessels.  This  was  a  most  distressing  circumstance  to  the 
troops  in  the  fort,  as  it  compelled  them  to  remain  inactive, 
though  exposed  to  a  constant  and  tremendous  shower  of  shells. 
But  though  thus  inactive,  and  without  that  security,  which, 
in  more  regular  fortifications,  is  provided  for  such  occasions, 
not  a  man  shrunk  from  his  post. 

About  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  one  of  the  twenty-four-pounders 
on  the  south-west  bastion,  under  the  immediate  command  of 
captain  Nicholson,  was  dismounted  by  a  shell,  the  explosion 
from  which  killed  his  second  lieutenant,  and  wounded  several 
of  his  men  ;  the  bustle  necessarily  produced  in  removing  the 
wounded  and  remounting  the  gun  probably  induced  the  Bri- 
tish to  suspect  that  the  garrison  was  in  confusion,  as  three 
bomb-ships  were  immediately  advanced.  But  the  fire,  which 
now  opened  from  the  fort,  soon  compelled  them  to  seek  shel- 
ter, by  again  withdrawing  out  of  the  reach  of  the  guns,  when 
the  garrison  gave  three  cheers,  and  again  ceased  firing. 

The  British  continued  throwing  shells,  with  one  or  two  slight 
intermissions,  for  twenty  five  hours,  viz.  from  sunrise  of  the 
13th  till  7  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  the  14th  of  September.  During 
the  night,  whilst  the  bombardment  was  the  most  severe,  two 
or  three  rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeeded  in  passing  Fort 
M'Henry,  and  getting  up  the  Patapsco,  but  they  were  soon 
compelled  to  retire  by  tht^  forts  in  that  quarter.  These  forts 
also  destroyed  one  of  the  barges,  with  all  on  board.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  vessels  that  passed  the  fort  contained  picked 
men,  with  scaling  ladders,  for  the  purpose  of  storming. 

§  4.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  admiral  Cochrane  held  a 
communication  with  the  commander  of  the  land  forces,  and 
the  enterprise  being  considered  impracticable,  it  was  mutually 
agreed  to  withdraw.    Accordingly,  while  the  bombardment 
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stiU  continued,  in  order  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, the  retreat  was  commenced,  Owing  to  the  extreme 
darkness,  and  a  continued  rain,  it  was  not  discovered  till  day- 
light, when  general  Winder  commenced  a  pursuit,  with  the 
Virginia  brigade  and  the  United  States  dragoons  ;  at  the  same 
time  major  Randal  was  dispatched  with  his  light  corps  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  militia 
cavalry  was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object.  All  the  troops 
were,  however,  so  worn  out  with  continued  watching,  and  with 
being  under  arms  during  three  days  and  nights,  exposed  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  to  very  inclement  weather,  that  it 
was  found  impracticable  to  do  any  thing  more  than  pick  up  a 
few  stragglers. 

The  naval  forces,  as  was  before  observed,  continued  the 
bombardment  till  seven  o'clock.  About  nine  they  retired  to 
North  Point,  where  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  commen- 
ced that  evening,  and  was  completed  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 
It  would  have  been  impossible,  even  had  the  American  troops 
been  in  a  condition  to  act  offensively,  to  have  cut  off  any  part 
of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  during  the  embarkation,  as  the 
point  where  it  was  effected  was  defended  from  approach  by  a 
line  of  defences  extending  from  Back  river  to  Humphreys' 
creek,  on  the  Patapsco,  which  had  been  thrown  up  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  British. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans,  at  the  battle  near  North  Point, 
was  24  killed,  139  wounded,  and  50  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the 
British  in  this  action  was  39  killed,  and  251  wounded.  The 
loss  in  the  fort  was  only  4  killed  and  24  wounded  ;  no  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  squadron  has  been  published. 
From  the  best  calculations  that  could  be  made,  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  hundred  shells  were  thrown  by  the  enemy.  A  few 
of  these  fell  short.  A  large  proportion  burst  over  the  fort, 
throwing  their  fragments  around,  and  threatening  destruction. 
Many  passed  over,  and  about  four  hundred  fell  within  the 
works.  Two  of  the  public  buildings  were  materially  injured, 
the  others  but  slightly. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  joyful  intelligsnce  of  the  failure 
of  the  attempt  upon  Baltimore,  may  be  more  easily  conceived 
than  expressed,  when  it  is  considered  that  almost  every  large 
town  being  equally  threatened  with  devastation,  the  case  of 
Baltimore  came  home  to  every  individual  bosom.  But  one 
moment  before,  the  public  dismay  seemed  to  have  reached  its 
acme ;  and  the  most  gloomy  anticipations  seemed  about  to 
bt  realized.  • 
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$  5.  While  admiral  Cochrane  was  threatening  the  country 
along  the  Chesapeake,  by  order  of  sir  George  Prevost,  the 
latter  was  leading  an  army  and  navy  into  the  United  States, 
but  holding  very  different  language.  Though  he  could  direct 
the  British  forces  in  the  south  to  lay  waste  and  desolate,  he 
was  too  fearful  of  the  re -action  of  such  barbarous  orders  to 
dare  to  utter  them  at  the  head  of  his  own  troops.  Here  his 
language  was  of  the  softest  and  most  conciliatory  nature.  On 
entering  the  state  of  New-York,  he  ^*  makes  known  to  its 
peaceable  and  unoffending  inhabitants,  that  they  have  no  cause 
for  alarm  from  this  invasion  of  their  country,  for  the  safety 
of  themselves  and  families,  or  for  the  security  of  their 
property.  He  explicitly  assures  them,  that  as  long  as  they 
continue  to  demean  themselves  peaceably,  they  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  quiet  possession  of  their  homes,  and  permitted 
freely  to  pursue  their  usual  occupations.  It  is  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  by  whom  this  unjust  and  un- 
provoked war  has  been  declared,  and  against  those  who  sup- 
port it,  either  openly  or  secretly,  that  the  arms  of  his  ma- 
jesty are  directed.  The  quiet  and  unoffending  Inhabitants, 
not  found  in  arms,  or  otherwise  not  aiding  in  hostilities,  shall 
meet  with  kind  usage  and  generous  treatment ;  and  all  just 
complaints  against  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  offering 
violence  to  them,  to  their  families,  or  to  their  possessions, 
shall  be  immediately  redressed."  With  these  fair  words, 
sir  George  Prevost  led  his  army  against  Plattsburg,  about 
the  beginning  of  September,  while  the  fleet  proceeded  on  his 
left  up  the  lake,  in  order  to  make  a  contemporaneous  attack  on 
the  Americans  by  land  and  water. 

$  6.  Previous  to  this  invasion,  no  military  movements  took 
place  in  this  quarter,  excepting  an  attack  which  was  made  on 
an  American  battery  at  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek,  on  the  14th 
of  May,  by  the  British  naval  forces  on  the  lake.  In  this  affair 
the  British  were  repulsed  with  loss. 

But  during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  the  army  from 
the  Garonne,  which  had  so  greatly  distinguished  itself  under 
general  Wellington,  arrived  in  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  part  of 
the  troops  being  sent  up  to  the  Niagara,  the  remainder,  consist- 
ing of  about  14,000  men,  were  orp;anized  by  sir  George  Pre- 
vost, agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  prince  regent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  undertaking  an  expedition  into  the  state  of  Ntfw- York. 
There  is  good  reason  to  suppose,  that  if  this  expedition  had 
been  successful,  a  powerful  attempt  would  have  followed  from 
stoother  quarter  on  the  city  of  New- York,  in  order,  by  seizing 
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the  line  of  the  Hudson,  completely  to  cut  oiF  the  New  England 
states. 

The  British  troops  weteVc^centrated  on  the  frontiers  of 
Lower  Canada,  and  tbok.pcftsinsion  of  Champlain  on  the  3d  of 
September.  The  best  pat%  o^ma  American  troops  in  this  quarter 
had  previously  been  form^^:  ,o  a  division,  which  had  march* 
ed  towards  the  Niagara^iJiihiji&'r  general  Izard.  General  Ma* 
comb,  as  senior  officer^  had  Men  left  in  command.  But  except- 
ing four  companies  of  the  6th  regiment,  he  had  not  an  organiz- 
ed battalion*  The  garrison  was  composed  of  convalescents 
and  recruits  of  the  new  regiments,  not  exceeding  1500  effec- 
tive men  for  duty ;  all  in  the  greatest  confusiofi,  as  well  as  the 
ordnance  and  stores,  and  the  works  in  no  state  of  defence. 

Finding  from  the  proclamations  of  the  enemy,  and  his  im- 
pressment of  the  waggons  and  teams  in  his  vicinity,  that  an  at- 
tack on  Plattsburg  was  determined  on,  every  exertion  was 
made  to  place  the  works  in  a  state  of  defence ;  and,  to  create 
an  emulation  and  zeal  among^  the  officers  and  men,  they  were 
divided  into  detachments,  and  placed  near  the  several  forts ; 
Macomb  declaring  in  orders,  that  each  detachment  was  the 
garrison  of  its  own  work,  and  bound  to  defend  it  to  the  last 
extremity. 

As  soon  as  the  force  of  the  enemy  was  ascertained,  general 
Macomb  called  on  general  Moo^rs,  of  the  New* York  militia,' 
and  arranged  with  him  plans  for  bringing  forth  the  militia  en 
masse,  iiie  inhabitants  of  Plattsburg  fled  with  their  families 
and  efiects,  except  #  few  men  and  some  boys,  who  formed 
themselves  into  a  party,  received  rifles,  and  were  exceedingly 
useful. 

By  the  4th  of  the  month  general  Mooers  collected  about  se- 
ven hundred  militia,  and  advanced  seven  miles  on  the  Beck* 
man  Town  road,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
skirmish  with  him  as  he  advanced  ;  also  to  obstruct  the  roads 
with  fallen  trees,  and  to  break  up  the  bridges.  On  the  lake  road, 
at  Dead  Creek  bridge,  two  hundred  men  had  been  posted  un- 
der captain  Sproul  of  the  13th  regiment,  with  orders  to  abbatis 
the  woods,  to  place  obstructions  in  the  road,  and  to  fortify  him- 
self; to  this  party  were  added  two  field-pieces.  In  advance 
of  this  position,  was  lieutenant-colonel  Appling,  with  110  rifle- 
men, watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  procuring  in- 
telligence. 

It  was  ascertained,  that  before  day-light  on  the  6th,  the 
enemy  would  advance  in  two  columns,  on  the  two  roads  be- 
fore mentioned,  dividing  at  Sampson's,  a  little  below  Chazy 
village.    The  column  on  the  Beckman  Town  road  prpceeded 
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iHatbgrei^  rapidity;  the  militia  skirmished  with  his  advanc- 
ed parties,  and,  except  a  few  brave  men,  fell  back  precipitately 
in  the  greatest  disorder,  although  the/' British  troops  did  not 
deign  to  fire  on  them,  except  b^jpaeii^fflankers  and  advanced 
patroles.  The  night  previous^  inil^i^  Wool  had  been  ordered 
to  advance  with  a  detachment  (itril^taie^ft  to  support  the  mi* 
litia,  and  set  them  an  example  oi^ibiimieBs.  Captain  Leonard, 
of  the  light  artillery,  was  also  dfftfcted  to  proceed  with  two 

Eieces  to  be  on  the  ground  before  day ;  but  he  did  not  make 
is  appearance  until  8  o^clock,  when  the  enemy  had  approach* 
ed  within  two  miles  of  the  village.  Majdr  Wool,  with  his 
party,  disputed  the  road  with  great  obstinacy,  but  the  militia 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  stand,  notwithstanding  the  exer- 
tions of  their  general  and  staff  officers ;  although  the  fields 
were  divided  by  strong  stone  walls^  and  they  were  told  that  the 
eneipy  could  not  possibly  cut  them^off.  The  state  dragoons  of 
New- York  wear  red  coats,  and  they  being  on  the  heights  to 
watch  the  enemy,  gave  constant  sdarm  to  the  militia,  who  mis- 
took  them  for  the  enemy,  and  feared  his  getting  in  their  rear. 

Finding  the  enemy's  columns  had  penetrated  within  a  mile 
of  Plattsburg,  genehal  Macomb  dispatched  his  aid-de-camp  to 
bring  off  the  detachment  at  Dead  Creek,  and  to  order  lieuten- 
ant-colonel Appling  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  right  flank.  The 
colonel  fortunately  arrived  just  in  time  to  save  his  retreat,  and 
to  fall  m  with  the  head  of  a  column  debouching  from  the  weods. 
Here  he  poured  in  a  destructive  fire  from  his  riflemen,  and 
continued  to  annoy  the  column  until  he  fdtmed  a  junction  witV 
major  Wool.  The  field-pieces  did  considerable  execution 
among  the  enemy's  columns.  So  undaunted,  however,  waa 
the  enemy,  that  he  never  deployed  in  his  whole  march,  always 
pressing  on  in  column.  This  column,  however,  was  much  im- 
peded by  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way,  and  by  the  removal 
of  the  bridge  at  Dead  creek ;  as  it  passed  the  creek  and  beach, 
the  galleys  kept  up  on  it  a  lively  and  galling  fire. 

The  village  of  Plattsburg  is  situated  on  the  north-west  side 
of  the  small  river  Saranac,  near  where  it  falls  into  lake  Cham- 
plain.  The  American  works  were  situated  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river. 

Every  road  was  now  full  of  troops  crowding  on  all  sides  in 
upon  Plattsburg.  The  field-pieces  were  therefore  ordered  to 
retire  across  the  bridge,  and  form  a  battery,  for  its  protection, 
^nd  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  infantry,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  parties  of  Appling  and  Wool,  as  well  as  that  of 
Sproul,  retired  alternately,  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  until  they 
got  under  cover  of  the  works.    The  enemy's  light  troops  then 
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took  possession  of  the  houses  near  the  bridge,  and'  kept  up  a 
constant  firing  from  the  windows  and  balconies,  but  a  few  hot 
shot  from  the  American  works,  which  put  the  houses  in  flames, 
soon  obliged  these  sharp-shooters  to  retire.  The  whole  day, 
until  it  was  too  late  to  see,  the  enemy's  light  troops  endeavour- 
ed to  drive  the  guards  from  the  bridge,  but  they  paid  dearly 
for  their  perseverance.  An  attempt  was  also  made  to  cross 
the  upper  bridffe,  where  the  militia  resolutely  drove  them  back. 
The  troops  bemg  now  all  on  the  south  side  of  the  Saranac,  the 

E tanks  were  taken  off  the  bridges,  and  piled  up  in  the  form  of 
reastworks  to  cover  the  parties  intended  to  dispute  the  pas- 
sage, which  afterwards  enabled  them  to  hold  the  bridges  against 
very  superior  numbers. 

From  the  7th  to  the  11th,  the  enemy  was  employed  in  get- 
ting on  his  battering  train,  and  erecting  his  batteries  and  ap- 
proaches, and  constantly  skirmishing  at  the  bridges  and  fords. 
By  this  time,  the  militia  of  New- York  and  the  volunteers  of 
Vermont  were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters.  They  were  all 
placed  along  the  Saranac,  to  prevent  the  enemy's  crossing  the 
river,  excepting  a  strong  body  sent  in  his  rear  to  harass  him 
day  and  night,  and  keep  him  in  continual  alarm.  The  militia 
behaved  with  great  spirit  after  the  first  day,  and  the  volunteers 
of  Vermont  were  exceedingly  serviceable.  The  regular  troops, 
notwithstanding  the  constant  skirmishing,  and  repeated  endea- 
vours of  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river,  kept  at  their  work  day 
and  night  strengthening  the  defences,  and  evinced  a  determina* 
tion  to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity. 

$  8.  Meanwhile  the  British  were  strenuously  engaged  in 

E sparing  the  fleet,  which  was  destined  to  co-operate  with  the 
d  forces.  It  appeared  in  view  at  Plattsburg  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  1 1th.  This  fleet  consisted  of  the  frigate  Confi- 
ance,  carrying  39  guns,  27  of  which  were  twenty-  four-pound- 
ers  ;  the  brig  Linnet,  carrying  16  guns ;  the  sloops  Chub  and 
Finch,  each  carrying  11  guns;  and  thirteen  galleys,  five  of 
which  carried  two  and  the  remainder  one  gun  each.  The 
American  force  consisted  of  the  Saratoga,  carrying  26  guns, 
eight  of  which  were  long  twenty-four-pounders ;  the  Eagle,  20 
guns ;  the  Ticonderoga  1 7 ;  the  Preble  7 ;  and  ten  galleys,  six 
of  which  carried  two,  the  remainder  one  gun  each.  The  Bri- 
tish were  superior,  both  in  size  and  number  of  guns*. ' 

At  8  in  the  morning,  the  American  look-out-boat  announced 
to  commodore  Macdonough,  the  commander  of  the  squadron, 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.     He  at  this  time  lay  at  anchor,  in 

*  See  a  more  particular  statement  of  the  strength  of  both  flctts^  in 
M'Doooag^'s  official  letters,  in  this  Tolume* 
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Plattsbutg  bay,  calmly  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  British 
squadron,  the  fleet  being  moored  in  line,  abreast  of  the  works, 
with  a  division  of  five  gun-boats  on  each  flank.  At  9,  the  Bri- 
tish fleet  anchored  in  line  abreast  of  the  American  squadron, 
at  about  300  yards  distance,  the  Confiance  opposed  to  the' Sa- 
ratoga, the  Linnet  to  the  Eagle ;  the  British  galleys  and  one  of 
the  sloops  to  the  Ticonderoga,  Preble,  and  the  left  division  of 
the  American  galleys  ;  the  other  sloop  to  the  right  division  of  ' 
the,  American  galleys. 

In  this  situation  the  whole  force  on  both  sides  became  en- 
gaged, the  Saratoga  suffering  much  from  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
Confiance.  But  the  fire  of  the  Saratoga  was  also  very  de- 
structive to  her.  The  Ticonderoga  likewise  gallantly  sustain- 
ed her  full  share  of  the  action.  At  half  past  10  o'clock  the 
Eagle,  not  being  able  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her  cable 
and  anchored  in  a  more  eligible  position,  between  the  Saratoga 
and  the  Ticonderoga,  where  she  very  much  annoyed  the  ene* 
my,  but  unfortunately  left  the  Saratoga  exposed  to  a  galling  fire 
from  the  enemy's  brig.  The  guns  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
Saratoga  being  nearly  all  dismounted,  or  not  manageable,  a 
stem-anchor  was  let  go,  the  bower-cable  cut,  and  the  ship 
winded  with  a  fresh  broadside  on  the  enemy's  ship,  which 
soon  after  surrendered.  A  hroadside  was  then  sprung  to  bear 
on  the.  brig,  which  surrendered  in  about  fifteen  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Eagle,  had  struck  some 
time  before,  and  drifted  down  the  line  ;  the  sloop  which  was ' 
with  their  galleys  having  struck  also,  lliree  of  the  enemy's 
gBMtys  were  sunk,  the  others  pulled  off.  The  American  flotilla 
were  about  obeying  with  alacrity  the  signal  to  follow  them, 
when  all  the  vessels  were  reported  to  the  commodore  as  in 
a  sinking  state ;  it  then  became  necessary  to  annul  the  signal 
to  the  gsdleys,  and  order  their  men  to  the  pumps.  The  enemy's 
galleys  thus  got  off  in  a  shattered  condition,  for  there  was  not 
a  mast  in  either  squadron  that  could  stand  to  make  sail  on ; 
the  lower  rigging,  being  nearly  all  shot  away,  hung  down  as 
though  it  had  been  just  placed  over  the  mast  heads. 

The  Saratoga  had  fifty-five  round  shot  in  her  hull ;  the  Con* 
fiance  one  hundred  and  five.  The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on 
fire  by  hot  shot  from  the  Confiance.  The  enemy^s  shot  must 
have  principally  passed  just  over  the  heads  of  the  sailors,  as 
there  were  not  twenty  whole  hamniocks  in  the  nettings  at  the 
close  of  the  action,  which  lasted  without  intermission  two  hours 
and  twen^  nunutes"^. 

•  A  cock,  the  *  bird  of  war,"  was  in  the  Saratoga,  atid  repeatedly 
Arowed  from  the  shrouds  dwing  the  action.  A  similar  circumstance  oc- 
curred in  Fort  M'HenrylhmMr  the  bombardment. 
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This  naval  engagement  was  in  full  view  of  both  armies  at 
Plattsburg.  The  killed  on  board  the  American  squadron 
amounted  to  52,  the  wounded  to  58.  The  killed  on  board  \he 
captured  vessels  amounted  to  84,  including  captain  Downie, 
the  commander  of  the  squadron ;  the  wounded  amounted  ^o 
1 10 ;  the  loss  on  board  the  British  galleys  has  never  been  as- 
certained. >  The  number  of  tnen  in  the  American  squadron 
was  820 ;  the  British  were  supposed  to  exceed  1000. 

§  9«  The  batteries  on  shore  were  opened  on  the  America^ 
works  at  the  same  instant  that  the  engagement  commenced  on 
the  lake,  and  continued  throwing  bomb-shells,  sharpnells,  balls, 
and  Congreve  rockets,  until  sun-set,  when  the  bombardment 
ceased,  every  battery  of  the  British  being  silenced.  Three 
efforts  were  made  to  pass  the  river  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cai^nonade  and  bombardment,  with  a  view  of  assaulting 
the  works,  and  an  immense  number  of  scaling-ladders  had 
been  prepared  for  that  purpose.  One  of  these  attempts  was 
made  at  the  village  bridge,  another  at  the  upper  bridge,  and  a 
third  at  a  ford  about  three  miles  from  the  works.  The  two 
first  were  repulsed  by  the  regulars ;  at  the  ford  by  the  vo- 
lunteers and  militia.  Here  the  enemy  suffered  severely  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners ;  a  considerable  body  having 
crossed  the  stream,  all  of.  whoni  were  either  killed,  taken,  or 
driven  back.  A  whole  company  of  the  76th  regiment  was 
here  destroyed,  the  three  lieutenants  and  twenty-seven  men 
prisoners,  the  captain  and  the  rest  killed.  The  woods  at  this 
place  were  very  favourable  to  the  operations  of  the  militia. 

§  10.  The  further  prosecution  of  the  expedition  having  be- 
come impracticable  by  the  capture  of  the  fleet,  an  event  totally 
unlooked-for,  at  dusk  the  enemy  withdrew  his  artillery  from 
the  batteries,  and  raised  the  siege ;  and  at  nine,  under  the  cover 
of  the  night,  sent  off  in  a  great  hurry  all  the  baggage  he  could 
find  transport  for,  and  sdso  his  artillery.  At  two,  the  next 
morning,  the  whole  army  precipitately  retreated,  leaving  be- 
hind their  sick  and  wounded ;  the  commander  left  a  note  with 
the  surgeon,  requesting  for  them  the  humane  attention  of  gene- 
ral Macomb. 

Vast  quantities  of  provisions  were  left  behind  and  destroy- 
ed, also  an  immense  quantity  of  bomb-shells,  cannon-balld, 
grape-shot,  ammunition,  flints,  &c.  intrenching  tools  of  all 
sorts,  and  tents  and  marquees.  A,  great  deal  was  afterwards 
found  concealed  in  the  ponds  and  creeks,  and  buried  in  the 
ground,  and  a  vast  quantity  was  carried  off  by  the  inhabitants. 

Such  was  the  precipitancy  of  the  retreat  of  the  British,  that 
they  arrived  at  Chazy,  a  distance  of  eight;  miles,  before  their 
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flight  was  discovered.  The  light  troops,  volunteers,  and  mi- 
litia pursued  immediately;  and  some  of  the  mounted  men 
made  prisoners  of  a  few  of  the  rear  guard.  A  continual  fall  of 
rain  and  a  violent  storm,  prevented  further  pursuit.  Upwards 
of  300  deserters  came  in. 

The  British  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  who  were  killed, 
were  buried  with  the  honours  of  war.  The  humane  treatment 
of  the  Americans  to  the  wounded,  and  their  generous  aad  po- 
lite attention  to  the  prisoners,  were  gratefully  mentioned  by 
captain  Pring  (who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  British 
fleet  on  the  fall  of  captain  Downie)  in  his  official  dispatch  to 
the  admiralty"^. 

Thus  were  two  formidable  invasions,  in  which  both  the  sea 
and  land-forces  of  Great  Britain  co-operated,  totally  frustrated, 
nearly  at  the  same  moment,  while  another  British  squadron 
was  added  to  the  trophies  of  the  American  navy. 

*  The  humane  attention  to  their  prisonersy  for  indiich  the  Americoiis 
have  been  so  remarkable,  has  led  to  most  singular  conclusions  in  England. 
Lprd  Liverpool  said  in  parliament,  that  *'  in  many  places  a  strong  disposi- 
tion had  been  shown  by  the  American  people  to  put  themselves  under  our 
protection,  and  that  their  treatment  or  6ur  officers  led  to  any  cbnclumon 
father  than  to  the  belief  that  they  entertain  any  animosity  against  this 
country,  or  that  they  were  not  fully  persuaded  that  the  war  was  a  war  gf 
unprovoked  aggression  on  the  part  of  their  ovm  government'* 
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CHAPTER  V. 


§  1.  Operations  in  New  England.  $  2.  Bombardment  of  Stoniqgton. 
§  3.  Proclamation  of  neutrality  towards  EUistport.  $  4.  Capture  of 
that  place.  $  5.  Capture  of  Castine.  $  6.  Destruction  of  the  Adams 
frigate.  §  7.  Surrender  of  the  country  between  the  Penobscot  and 
Passama<iuoddy  bay.  $  8.  Expedition  against  Michillimackinac.  i  9. 
Destruction  of  the  establishment  at  St.  Mary's.  ^  10.  Attack  on  Mi- 
chillimackinac. §  11.  Destruction  of  the  estabhshment  at  Nautau- 
wasaga.  $  12.  Capture  of  the  American  blockading  Ibrce  on  Lake 
Huron.  *».      y 

§  1.  JJURING  iht  first  years  of  the  war,  the  British  af- 
fected to  conciliate  the  New  England  states,  by  exempting 
their  harbours  from  blockade,  by  refraining  from  the  predato* 
ry  incursions  with  which  they  teazed  the  southern  coasts, 
and  in  one  case,  even  proclaiming  that  a  system  of  perfect  neu* 
trality  was  to  be  observed  towards  them  by  the  sea  and  land 
forces  of  Great  Britain.  A  different  system  was  adopted  this 
summer.  The  ports  of  New  England  were  included  in  the 
sweeping  system  of  blockading  the  whole  of  the  American 
coast,  repeated  incursions  were  made  for  the  destruction  of 
private  property,  and  finally  a  large  portion  of  the  District  .of 
Maine  was  invaded  and  captured  by  a  powerful  force  by  land 
and  water. 

$  2.  One  of  the  most  remarkablie  attacks,  which  occurred 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign,  was  that  made  by  sir  Thomas 
Hardy  upon  Stonington,  a  small  village  in  Connecticut,  about 
20  miles  east  from  New  London.  On  the  9th  of  August, 
commodore  Hardy  appeared  oif  the  village  with  one  74,  one 
frigate,  one  bomb-ship,  and  two  gun-brigs,'  and  immediately 
summoned  the  place  to  surrender.  In  the  course  of  the  dayi 
a  number  of  flags  passed  to  and  from  the  place  ;  the  conditions 
required  were,  that  the  family  of  Mr.  Stewart,  late  consul  at 
New  London,  should  be  immediately  sent  off  to  the  squadron; 
that  the  two  guns  in  the  battery  should  be  removed ;  and  tha^ 
no  torpedoes  should  be  fitted  from,  or  suffered  to  be  in,  the 
harbour.  The  terms  being  sent  over  to  New  London  to  ge- 
neral Gushing,  the  commanding  officer  of  this  district,  he  re- 
plied, that  the  request  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Stewart's  family 
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would  be  forwarded  to  Washington ;  with  the  others  he  would 
not  comply. 

In  the  evening,/  the  British  commenced  the  attack  with 
rockets  from  one  of  the  brigs :  a  great  number  of  rockets  were 
thrown,  with  little  or  no  cifect.  The  brig  then  hauled  up 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  batter}^  and  kept  up  a  heavy 
and  well*directed  fire  from  guns  of  a  very  large  calibre,  which 
was  returned  by  the  two  eighteen-pounders  in  the  little  battery, 
till  their  ammunition  was  expended.  During  this  time  the  brig 
had  grounded.  A  supply  of  ammunition  having  arrived  from 
New  London,  the  fire  from  the  battery  was  re-commenced, 
and  with  such  effect,  that  the  brig  slipped  her  cables,  and  tow- 
ed off,  out  of  reach  of  the  eighteeurpounders,  she  having  pre- 
viously swung  clear  of  the  ground. 

On  the  10th,  a  number  of  flags  passed ;  the  commodore  still 
insisting  on  his  former  terms.  On  the  following  momingi 
the  last  flag  passed,  with  Hardy's  ultimatum,  at  1 1  o'clock, 
viz. .  that  Mrs.  Stewart  should  be  put  on  board  by  2  o'clock 
P.  M.  or  he  would  destroy  the  place.  He,  however,  did  not 
commence  till  3  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  bomb-ship  com- 
menced from  two  mortars,  one  a^l5  inch  and  the  other  13. 
The  bombardment  continued  from  this  time  till  half  past  8  in 
the  evening,  without  intermission ;  the  place  was  several  tinies 
on  fire,  and  as  often  put  out  by  the  soldiers  and  inhabitants. 

At  day-light  on  the  12th,  the  attack  was  re-commenced 
from  the  bomb-ship,  seventy-four,  and  frigate,  and  continued, 
with  little  intermission,  till  half  past  9,  A.  M.  when  the  tide 
began  to  ebb,  and  the  ships  thought  proper  to  haul  off.  In  tj^e 
afternoon  they  set  sail,  and  left  the  sound  by  dark.    . 

As  commodore  Hardy  has  never  favoured  the  world  with 
.  his  official  account  of  this  valiant  and  famous  affair,  we  are 
entirely  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what  could  have  been  his  mo- 
tive. One  horse,,  and  one  goose  constituted  the  whole  list  of 
killed  on  shpre  ;  a  lieutenant  and  three  privates,  of  the  militia, 
were  slighdy  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and  two  men 
in  the  battery  by  a  piece  going  off  at  half  charge.  The  town 
was  but  little  damaged,  considering  the  tremendous  cannonade 
and  bombardment  it  sustained :  one  half  of  the  houses  were 
tmtouched,  and  not  one  entirely  demolished,  although  every 
ship  threw  its  shot  completely  over  the  point.  Nearly  300 
shells  and  fire-carcasses  were  thrown  into  the  village,  making, 
it  was  estimated,  50  tons  of  metal.  Three  or  four  tons  of  shot, 
carcasses,  and  bombs  were  collected  by  the  inhabitants.— -After 
the  bombardment,  it  was  learnt  from  good  authority,  that  the 
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British  had  a  number  killed,  and  several  badly  wounded,  by 
the  fire  from  the  two  eighteen-pounders  on  shore* 

$  3.  A  few  weeks  after  the  declaration  of  war,  sir  J.  C.  Sher- 
broke,govemorof  Nova  Scotia, &c.,issued  his  proclamation, or* 
dering  and  directing  all  his  majesty's  subjects,  under  his  govern* 
ment,  to  abstain  from  molesting  the  inhabitants  living  on  the 
shores  of  the  United  States,  contiguous  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick ;  and  on  no  account  to  molest  the  goods  and 
unarmed  coasting  vessels,  belonging  to  defenceless  inhabi* 
tants  on  the  fronuers,  so  long  as  they  shall  abstain  on  their 

fart  from  any  act  of  hostility  and  molestation  towards  the  in- 
abitants  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick ;  on  the  ground 
that  predatory  warfare  carried  on  against  defenceless  inhabi- 
tants could  answer  no  good  purpose. 

Another  proclamation  of  the  same  date  was  issued  by  gover- 
nm*Sherbroke  and  admiral  Sawyer,  purporting,  that  having  un* 
derstbod  that  the  inhabitants  of  Eastporthad  manifested  k  dispo- 
"Skion  to  avoid  hostilities  with  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  it  is 
made  known  to  them  and  all  concerned,  that  from  a  wif^  to 
discourage,  as  far  as  possible,  evei^  species  of  depredatory 
warfare,  which  can  only  have  a  tendency  to  distress  private  in- 
dividuals, they  have  respecuvely  issued  orders  to  the  naval 
and  land-forces,  to  respect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Eastport,  so  long  as  they  shall  carry  on  their  usual 
and  accustomed  trade  and  intercourse  with  any  part  of  these 
provinces,  and  reciprocally  abstain  from  acts  of  hosdlity.  Ad- 
ding, that  this  system  of  perfect  neutrality  towards  Eastport 
should  not  be  departed  from,  without  due  and  timely  notice 
being  previoudy  given  to  the  inhabitants. 

Though  some  expressions  in  these  proclamations  appear  as 
if  they  were  intended  as  a  mere  cover  for  smuggling  transac- 
tions, yet  the  humanity  and  good  sense  displayed  in  the  ac- 
knowledgment ^^  that  no  good  could  result  fn>m  depredatory 
warfiune,  which  can  only  have  a  tendency  to  distress  private  in- 
dividuals,'' is  worthy  of  high  commendation,  and  it  is  sincerely 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  same  principle  had  not  been  univer- 
-nally  acted  on.  It  would  have  been  worthy  of  two  great  and 
noagnanimous  nations  to  have  waged  war,  ^^  in  a /manner  most 
consonant  to  the  princifdes  of  humanity,  and  to  those  friendly 
rdations,  which  it  was  desirable  to  preserve  between  the  two 
nations,  after  the  restoration  of  peace." 

§  4.  Whether  "  due  and  timely  notice  was  previously  gi- 
ven" to  the  inhabitants  of  Eastport  of  the  departure  from  this 
system  of  perfect  neutrality,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

VOL.  IV.  K 
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But  about  two  years  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation*,  the 
island  op  which  it  stands  was  captured  by  a  British  squadron, 
and  formally  taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic 
majesty. 

,  Eastport  is  situated  on  Moose  Island,  in  Passamaquoddy 
bay.  Although  this  island  has  been  held  by  the  Americans 
since  the  revolutionary  war^  the  right  to  its  sovereignty  has 
never  been  settled,  it  being  considered  both  by  the  Americans 
and  British  as  within  their  boundary  line.  As  soon  as  it  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  British,  the  iAhabitanjts  were  order- 
ed to  appear  and  declare  their  intention,  whether  they  would 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  majesty ;  and  were 
further  notified,  that  all  persons  not  disposed  to  take  this 
oath,  would  be  required  to  depart  from  the  island  in  the  course 
of  seven  days,  unless  special  permission  was  granted  to  them 
to  remain  for  a  longer  period.  But  a  communication  was  also 
sent  to  the  government  of  Massachusetts,  stating,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  British  government  was  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
islands  oi  Passamtiquoddv  bay,  in  consequence  of  their  being 
considered  within  their  boundary  line ;  that  they  had  ho  in- 
tention of  carrying  on  offensive  operations  against  the  people 
residing  on  the  continent,  unless  their  conduct  should  oblige 
.them  to  resort  to  the  measure ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  re- 
maining quiet,  they  should  not  be  disturbed  either  in  their  pro* 
perty  or  persons. 

§  5*  This  resolution,  however,  of  avoiding  hostile  operations 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  continent  was  adhered  to  for  a 
much  shorter  period,  than  the  **  system  of  perfect  neutrality ,** 
promised  to  be  observed  towards  the  inhabitants  of  Eastport. 
For  the  British  ministry,  elevated  by  the  success  of  their  arms 
in  Europe)  had  come  to  the  resolution  to  demand  large  and 
important,  cessions  of  territory  from  the  United  States.  One 
of  those  cessions  included  that  part  of  the  District  of  Maine 
which  lies  eastward  of  Penobscot  river,  which  they  consider* 
.  ed  desirable  on  account  of  its  securing  to  them  a  direct  com- 
munfcation  betwieen  Halifax  and  Quebec.  Instructions  were 
accordingly  sent  out  to  lieutenant-general  Sherbroke,  gover- 
nor of  Novia  Scotia,  &c.  to  effect  the  conquest  of  that  part  of 
Maine,  of  which  it  was  intended  to  demand  the  cession.  To- 
wards the  end  of  August  an  expedition  sailed  from  Halifax,  to 
accomplish  the  object  in  view.  The  troops  were  commanded 
by  governor  Sherbroke,  the  naval  forces  by  rear-admiral 
Griffith. 

*  July  11, 1814 
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It  was  governor  Sherbroke's  'original  intention  first  to  have 
taken  possession  of  Machias,  and  then  proceed  to  CastinCi 
on  the  Penobscot,  but  on  the  30th  of  August  the  fleet  fell  in 
with  the  Rifleman  sloop  of  war,  from  which  information  was 
obtained  that  the  United  States  frigate  ^dams  had  arrived  in 
the  Penobscot ;  and  that  from  the  apprehension  of  being  at* 
tacked  by  British  cruizers,  if  she  remained  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river,  she  had  run  up  as  high  as  Hampden,  where  her 
gnns  had  been  landed,  and  mounted  on  shore  for  her  protec- 
tion. 

This  information  determined  governor  Sherbit}ke  to  proceed 
first  to  the  Penobscot,  in  order  to  arrive  there  before  the  Ame<» 
ricans  had  time  to  strengthen  themselves.  The  fleet  arrived 
oflp  Castine  on  the  1st  of  September.  The  small  garrison  in 
the  fort  not  being  able  to  resist  the  overwhelming  force  of  the 
British,  discharged  their  guns,  blew  up  the  fort,  and  retired. 
The  enemy  then  took  possession  without  opposition. 

$  6.  The  following  day  a  considerable  force  was  dispatched 
up  the  river  to  Hampden,  in  order  to  capture  or  destroy  the 
Adams.  Captain  Morris,  the  commander,  had  received  in- 
telligence the  day  before  of  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  off 
Castine,  which  was  immediately  forwarded  to  brigadier-gene- 
ral Blake,  of  the  militia,  with  a  request  that  he  would  direct 
such  force  as  could  be  collected  to  repair  immediately  to 
Hampden.  As  the  ship  was  prepared  for  heaving  down,  and 
in  no  situation  to  receive  her  armament,  the  attention  of  the 
seamen  was  immediately  directed  to  the  occupation  of  such 

Sttitions  on  shore  as  would  best  enable  them  to  protect  her. 
y  great  and  unremitted  exertions,  and  the  prompt  assistance 
of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  during  the 
1st  and  2d,  nine  pieces  were  transported  to  a  commanding 
eminence  near  the  ship,  one  to  the  place  selected  by  genersd 
Blake  for  his  line  of  battle,  fourteen  upon  a  wharf  command* 
ing  the  river  below,  and  one  on  a  point  covering  the  commu- 
nication between  the  hill  and  wharf  batteries — ^temporary  plat- 
forms of  loose  plank  were  laid,  and  such  other  arrangements 
made  as  would  enable  them  to  dispute  the  passage  of  a  naval 
force.  Want  of  time  prevented  Morris  from  improving  all 
the  advantages  of  his  position,  and  he  was  compelled  to  leave 
his  rear  and  flanks  to  the  defence  of  the  militia,  in  case  of  at- 
tack by  land  troops. 

Favoured  by  a  fresh  breeze,  the  British  had  advanced  to 
within  three  miles  of  the  Adams  at  sun-set  on  the  2d, 
with  the  Sylph  mounting  22,  and  Peruvian  18  guns,  and  one 
transport,  one  tender,  and  ten  barges,  manned  with  seamen 
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from  the  Bulwark  and  Dragon,  under  the  command  of  com- 
modore Barrie.  Troops  were  landed,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  John,  opposite  their  shipping,  without  any  oppo- 
sition, their  numbers  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be  about  350. 
To  oppose  these  troops,  about  370  militia  were  then  collected, 
assisted  by  lieutenant  Lewis,  of  the  United  States  artillety,  who, 
by  a  forced  march,  had  arrived  from'  Castine,  with  his  detach- 
ment of  28  men. 

Many  of  the  militia  were  without  arms,  and  most  of  them 
without  any  ammunition,  and,  as  the  seamen  were  barely  suffi- 
cient to  man  the  batteries,  the  ship's  muskets  were  distributed 
among  the  militia ;  the  sick  were  sent  across  the  creek,  with 
orders  for  such  as  were  able  to  secure  themselves  in  the  woodsi 
in  case  of  defeat.  These  arrangements  were  not  concluded 
until  late  on  the  evening  of  the  2d.  ^ 

During  the  night,  the  militia  were  reinforced  by  three  com- 
panies. The  British  were  also  landed,  and  at  five  next  morn^ 
ing,  marched  towards  Hampden,  in  front  of  which  the  rtiilida 
were  advantageously  posted.  But  they  were  not  able  to  witb* 
stand  the  attack  of  the  British  regulars ;  they  soon  gave  wagr 
and  fled  in  confusion.  Captain  Morris  and  his  sailors  had 
now  no  alternative  but  precipitate  retreat  or  captivity ;  theit 
rear  and  flanks  being  entirely  exposed,  while  they  were  desti- 
tute of  any  other  defence  on  that  side  than  their  pikes  and  cat* 
lasses.  Lieutenant  Wadsworth  was  therefore  ordered  to  spike 
the  guns,  and  retire  across  the  bridge,  which  was  done  in 
perfect  order, 'the  marines  under  lieutenant  Watson  covering 
the  rear.  The  remainder  of  Morris's  force  was  at  the  same 
time  ordered  to  spike  the  guns  at  the  lower  battery,  fire  the 
ship,  and  then  jt>in  their  companions  across  the  creek. 

Before  these  last  orders  were  fully  executed,  the  enemy  ap- 
peared on  the  hill  from  which  the  militia  had  retired,  and  the 
seamen  were  consequently  exposed  to  their  fire  for  a  short  time 
while  completing  them.  When  they  commenced  their  retreati 
it  was  found  to  be  impossible  to  gain  the  bridge ;  but  they  suc- 
ceeded in  fording  the  creek,  and  Rejoining  their  companions, 
without  receiving  the  slightest  injury  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  militia  was  estimated  by  the  British  at  30  or. 
40- killed,  wounded,  and  me^^mj^,  while  their  loss  was  only  1 
killed,  8  wounded,  and  1  missing.  Captain  Morris's  loss  was 
only  a  seaman  and  a  marine  made  prisoner.  He  estimates 
the  loss  of  the  naval  force  opposed  to  him  at  8  or  10  killed, 
and  from  40  to  50  wounded,  principally  by  the  eighteen-pouh- 
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der  under  charge  of  lieutenant  Lewis,  of  the  United  States  ar- 
tillery. 

$  7»  Macbias  being  now  the  only  post  remaining  between 
die  Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy  bay,  a  brigade  was  sent 
against  it  from  Castine.  It  was  taken  without  resistance,  and 
colonel  Pilkington,  the  British  commander,  was  making  ar- 
rangements to  proceed  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  when  he 
received  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Brewer,  commanding 
die  district,  engaging  that  the  militia  within  the  county  of 
Washington  should  not  bear  arms,  or  in  any  way  serve  against 
his  Britannic  majesty  during  the  war.  A  similar  offer  having 
been  made  by  the  civil  officers  and  principal  citizens  of  the 
county^  a  cessation  oJF  arms  was  agreed  upon*  Thiis  was  this 
hrge  district  of  country  from  the  Penobscot  eastward,  taken 
possession  of  almost  without  resistance. 

$  8.  Having  now  reviewed  the  most  important  transactions 
of  the  campaign  on  our  maritime  frontier,  we  will  next  direct 
Mir  attention  to  the  upper  lakes  in  the  north-west.  After  the 
capture  of  the  British  fleet  on  lake  Erie,  in  1813,  an  expedi- 
tei  against  the  important  post  of  Michillimackinac  had  been 
contemplated ;  but  the  lateness  of  the  season  prevented  its  be- 
ing carried  into  effecu  Preparations  were  therefore  made  ^e 
foUowing  summer,  and  an  expedition  sailed  from  Detroit 
algainst  the  fort  on  the  3d  of  July,  1814 ;  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Croghan,  the  naval  forces  under  captain 
SMnclair.  The  difficulues  encountered  on  the  flats  of  lake 
St  Clair,  where  there  was  only  eight  feet  water,  and  the  rapid 
current  of  the  river,  prevented  the  squadron  from  reaching 
lake  Huron  till  the  12th.  Thence  the  squadron  shaped  its 
course  for  Matchadash  bay,  and  used  every  possible  effort  to 

£in  it,  but  without  effect.  Not  being  able  to  find  a  pilot  for 
it  unfrequented  part  of  the  lake,  and  finding  it  filled  with 
islands  and  sunken  rocks,  which  must  inevitabty  have  proved 
die  destruction  of  the  fleet  had  they  persisted,  it  being  impos- 
sible to  avoid  them  on  account  of  the  impenet,rable  fog  with 
ivhich  the  lake  is  almost  continually  covered ;  and  finding  the 
army  already  growing  short  of  provisions,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween colonel  Croghan  and  the  commodore  to  push  for  the 
island  of  St.  Joseph's,  near  the  head  of  the  lake,  where  the 
British  had. a  small  establishment,  and  here  they  arrived  on 
the  SOth.     The  fort  being  found  deserted  was  destroyed. 

$  9.  Whilst  the  squadron  remained  wind-bound  at  St.  Jo- 
teph's,  a  detachment  of  infantry  and  artillery,  under  major 
Holmes,  was  dispatched  in  the  lavinches,  under  the  commaiid 
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of  lieutenant  Turner,  to  St.  Mary's,  to  break  up  the  estab- 
lishment at  that  plate,  and  capture  a  schooner  which  lay  there 
waiting  for  a  cargo  of  flour  for  the  North- West  company's 
establishments  on  lake  Superior,  which  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  American  squadron  by  the  capture  of  the  schoo- 
ner Minx,  on  its  way  from  Michillimackinac  to  St.  Mary's. 
The  establishment,  against  which  this  expedition  was  directed, 
is  a  factory  of  the  Montreal  company,  situated  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls  of  St.  Mary,  the  stream  by  which  lake  Superior  dis- 
charges its  waters  into  lake  Huron.  These  falls  are  surmount* 
ed  by  a  canal,  by  which  goods  are  passed  in  boats  from  the  ves- 
sels which  navigate  One  lake  to  those  which  traverse  the  other. 
The  launches,  under  lieutenant  Turner,  were  rowed  night 
and  day  ;  but  the  distance  being  60  miles,  against  a  strong  cur- 
rent, information  of  .their  approach  reached  the  enemy  about 
two  hours  before  their  arrival,  carried  by  Indians  in  their  light 
canoes.  No  resistance  was  made  at  the  fort,  but  the  British 
and  Indians  made  their  escape,  carrying  with  them  all  the 
light  valuable  articles,  such  as  peltry,  clothes,  &c.  Turner, 
with  his  sailors  and  a  few  of  the  infantry,  instantly  proceeded 
to  the  head^f  the  rapids^  where  the  enemy,  finding  he  could 
not  g^t  off  with  the  vessel  Turner  was  in  quest  of,  set  fire  to 
her  in  several  places  and  scuttled  her;  Turner,  however,  sue- 
ceeded  in  boarding  her,  and  by  considerable  exertions  extin- 
guished the  flames,  and  secured  her  from  sinking.  But  every 
effort  failed  to  get  her  through  the  falls  in  safety.  She  bilged 
on  her  passage,  and  being  immediately  run  on  shore,  was 
burnt.  A  part  of  the  public  property  was  brought  away,  and 
the  remainder  destroyed.  All  private  property  was  respect- 
ed. 

*  $  10.  On  the  return  of  the  launches  to  St.  Joseph's,  the 
squadron  proceeded  to  Michillimackinac,  where  they  arrived 
6n  the  26th.  This  place  is,  by  nature,  a  second  Gibraltar,  be- 
ing a  high  rock,  inaccessible  on  every  side,  except  the  west: 
from  the  landing  to  the  heights  is  nearly  two  miles,  through  a 
very  thick  wood.  Finding  that  the  British  had  strongly  fortified 
the  height  overlooking  the  old  fort,  Croghan  at  once  despair- 
ed of  being  able,  with  his  small  force,  to  carry  the  place  by 
storm.  He  therefore  determined  to  land  and  establish  himself 
on  some  favourable  position,  whence  he  would  be  enabled  to 
annoy  the  enemy  by  gradual  and  slow  approaches,  under 
cover  of  his  artillery,  of  which  he  was  superior  to  the  enemy 
in  point  of  metal.  He  ^was  also  induced  to  adopt  this  step 
by  the  supposition,  that  it  would  either  induce  the  enemy  to 
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attack  him  in  his  strong  holds,  or  force  the  Indians  and  Cana- 
dians, the  enemy's  most  efficient,  and  only  disposable  force, 
oflF  the  island,  as  they  would  be  very  unwilling  to  remain  af- 
ter a  permanent  footing  should  be  taken. 

Unfavourable  weather  prevefited  the  landing  of  the  troops 
till  the  4th  of  August,  when  the  whole  force  was  disembarked 
on  the  west  end  of  the  island,  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the 
shipping.  The  line  being  quickly  formed,  advanced  towards 
a  field,  which  had  been  recommended  as  a  suitable  place  for 
a  camp,  by  persons  who  had  lived  several  years  on  the  island* 
Hardly  had  the  troops  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  field,  before 
intelligence  was  conveyed  to  colonel  Croghan  that  the  enemy 
was  a  short  distance  a-head,  and  in  a  few  seconds  k  fire  of  shot 
and  shells  opened  on  the  Americans,  from  a  battery  of  four 
pieces. 

The  enemy's  position  was  well  selected ;  his  line  reached 
along  the  edge  of  the  woods,  at  the  farther  extremity  of  the 
field,  and  was  covered  by  a  temporary  breastwork.  On  re» 
connoiterino;  the  enemy,  Croghan  determined  to  change  his 
position,  which  was  now  two  lines,  the  militia  forming  the 
front.  He  accordingly  ordered  the  battalion  of  regulars,  un- 
der major  Holmes,  to  advance  to  the  right  of  die  militia, 
thus  to  outflank  the  enemy,  and  by  a  vigorous  effort  gain  hia 
rear.  But  before  this  movement  could  be  executed,  a  fire 
was  opened  by  some  Indians  posted  in  a  thick  wood  near  the 
American  right,  which  proved  fatal  to  major  Holmes,  and 
severely  wounded  captain  Desha,  the  next  officer  in  rank.  This 
unlucky  fire,  by  depriving  the  battalion  of  the  services  of  its 
most  valuable  officers,  threw  that  part  of  the  line  into  confu- 
rion,  from  which  the  best  exertions  of  the  officers  were  not 
able  to  recover  it. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  gain  the  enemy's  left,  owing  to  the 
impenetrable  thickness  of  the  woods,  a  charge  was  ordered  to 
be  made  by  the  regulars  immediately  against  the  front.  This 
diarge^  though  made  in  some  confusion,  served  to  drive  the 
enemy  back  in' the  woods,  whence  an  annoying  fire  was  kept 
up  by  the  Indians.  Lieutenant  Morgan  was  now  ordered  up 
with  a  light  piece  to  assfst  the  left,  which,  at  this  time,  was 
particularly  galled ;  its  fire  soon  forced  the  enemy  to  retire  to 
agrea&r  distance. 

TThe  position  contemplated  for  the  camp  being  now  occupied, 
was 'found  to  be  by  no  means  tenable,  from  being  interspersed 
with  thickets,  and  every  way  intersected  by  ravines.  Croghan 
determined,  therefore,  no  longer  to  expose  his  force  to  the  fire 
of  an  enemy  deriving  every  advantage  which  could  be  ob- 
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tained  from  numbers  and  a  knowledge  of  the  position,  and 
therefore  ordered  a  retreat  towards  the  shipping,  which  was 
immediately  effected. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  affair  was  13,  killed,  51 
wounded,  and  2  missing.  T(i^  loss  of  the  British  has  not  been 
ascertained. 

§11.  Michillimackinac  being  thus  found  impregnable  by 
assault,  measures  were  adopted  for  starving  it  into  submbsion, 
by  cutting  off  its  supplies.  The  whole  of  the  troops,  except 
three  companies,'  were  therefore  dispatched  in  two  of  the  ves- 
sels, to  join  general  Brown  on  the  Niagara,  and  the  rest  of 
the  squadron  directed  their  course  to  the  east  side  of  the  lake, 
in  order  to  break  up  any  of  the  establishments  of  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter.  The  only  practicable  lines  of  communica- 
tion with  the  lower  country,  while  the  Americans  were  mas- 
ters of  lake  Ecie,  was  with  Montreal  by  Outawas  or  Grand 
river,  which  is  connected  by  means  of  a  portage  or  carrying- 
place,  with  lake  Nipissing,  which  latter  empties  itself  into 
lake  Huron  by  means  of  French  river ;  or  with  York,  by 
means  of  lake  Simcoe  and  Nautauwasaga  river.  The  first  of 
diese  communications*  was  learnt  to  be  impracticable  during 
the  present  season,  on  account  of  the  marshy  state  of  the 
{x>rtages.  The  squadron,  therefore,  proceeded  to  the  mouth 
b£  the  Nautauwasaga,  where  it  arrived  on  the  13th  of  Au- 
..gust,  and  the  troops  were  immediately  disembarked  on  the 
peninsula  formed  by  the  river  and  lake, 'for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  a  camp. 

On  reconnoitering  this  position,  a  schooner,  the  only  one 
possessed  by  the  Sritish  in  this  quarter,  was  discovered  in 
the  river,  a  few  hundred  yards  aboye,  under  cover  of  a  block- 
house erected  on  a  commanding  situation  on  the  opposite 
«hore. '  On  the  following  morning,  a  fire  wqs  opened  by  the 
shipping  on  the  block<house  for  a  few  mir.ujtes,  but  with  little 
effect,  owing  to  a  thin  wood  intervening  to  obscure  the  view. 
Two  howitzers,  however,  being  landed,  they  commenced 
throwing  shells,  and  in  a  few  minutes  one  of  the  shells  burst 
in  the  block-house,  which  shortly  s^r  blew  up  his  magaanne,^ 
allowing  the  enemy  barely  time  to  mlike  his  escape.  The  ex- 
plosion set  fire  to  a  train  which  had  been  laid  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  vessel,  and  in  an  instant  she  was  in  flames.  The 
necessary  preparations  had  been  made  by  commodore  Sinclair 
for  getting  on  board  of  her ;  but  frequent  ^and  heavy  ekplo- 
sions  below  deck  made  it  too  great  a  risk  to  attempt  saving 
her.    She  was,  therefore,  with  her  cargo,  entirely  consumed. 
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§  12*  Colonel  Croghan  not  thinking  it  advisable  to  fortify 
and  garrison  Nautauwasauga,  the  communication  from  York 
being  so  short  and  convenient,  that  any  force  left  there  mightt 
easily  be  cut  off  in  the  winter,  the  Scorpion  and  Tigress  were 
left  to  blockade  it  closely,  until  the  season  should  become  too 
boisterous  for  boat  transportation,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
squadron  returned  to  Detroit.  But  this  blockade,  which,  had 
it  been  properly  enforced,  would  probably  soon  have  made  a 
Uoodless  conquest  of  Michillimackinac,  was  soon  put  an  end 
to  by  the  capture  of  both  the  schooners.  The  Tigress  was 
iparried  by  boarding  from  the  enemy's  boats  on  the  nijght  of 
the  3d  of  September,  and  the  Scorpion  was  surprised  and 
taken  by  the  Tigress,  on  the  6th,  at  the  dawn  of  day*  And 
thus,  by  the  negligence  df  the  officers,  was  the  capture  of 
Michillimackinac  completely  .frustrated  for  this  seascm. 
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§  1.  State  of  ajQbirs  in  the  Creek  territoty.  $  2.  Battle  of  Eccanacha- 
ca.  §  3.  ExpeditioD  of  general  Jackson.  §  4.  Attack  on  genend 
noycr s  c^mp.  $  5.  Batde  of  the  Horse-Shoe.  §6.  Treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Creeks.  €7.  Repulse  of  the  British  at  Mobile.  §  8.  Proc* 
kmation  of  colonel  r^ichols.  $  9.  D^truction  of  the  settlement  at  Ba'N 
rataria.  $  10*  Capture  of  Pensacola.  §  U.  Capture  of  the  Ameri- 
6an  gun-boats  on  lake  Borgne.  $.  12.  Military  preparations  at  Nbw- 
Orleans*  §  13.  Landing  of  the  British  below  the  town.  $  14.  Bat- 
tle of  the  26d  of  December.  §  15.  Description  of  the  country  around 
New  •Orleans.  §  16.  Operations  of  the  British  previous  to  the  8th  of 
January'.  §  17.  Battle  of  New-Orleans.  §  18.  Bombardment  of  Fort 
St.  Philip.  §  19.  Capture  of  Fort  Bowyer.  §  20.  Operations  aa 
the  coast  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

§  1.  X  HE  forces  employed  in  the  war  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians, a  part  of  whose  operations  has  already  been  detailed  in 
the  second  volume  of  this  work,  were  the  Tennessee  militia, 
under  major-general  Jackson,  whose  head-quarters  were  at 
Fort  Strother,  upon  the  Coosee  river ;  the  Georgia  liiilitia,  un- 
der brigadier-general  Floyd,  whose  operations  were  directed 
from  the  Chatahouchie ;  and  a  body  of  volunteers,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country  of  the  Creeks,  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier-generaKClait^ome.  The  settlements  of  the 
hostile  Creeks  were  principally  on  and  between  the  Tallapoo- 
see  and  Coosee  rivers.  Here  stood  the  towns  of  Tallushatches, 
Talledega,  and  Hillibee,  which  gave  their  names  to  the  bat- 
tles so  called,  which  liave  already  been  noticed.  The  town  of 
Autossee  stood  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tallapoosee. 

Notwithstanding  the  decisive  victories  that  had  been  obtain- 
ed'by  the  American  troops,  and  the  heavy  losses  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  destruction  of  their  principal  towns,  this  brave 
people  were  still  unsubdued.  General  Claiborne,  therefore,* 
marched  a  detachment  from  Fort  Claiborne,  on  the  ISth  of 
December,  1813,  with  a  view  to  the  further  destruction  of 
their  towns.  Fort  Claiborne  is  situated  on  the  Alibamariver, 
at  no  great  distance  above  where,  by  its  Junction  wmi  the 
Tombigbeee, .  it  forms  the  Mobile  river.  The  object  in  view 
was  a  town  called  by  the  Creeks  Eccanachaca,  or  Holy  Grotmd* 
This  place,  Claiborne  was  informed,  was  occupied  by  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  \¥eatherford,  a 
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ludf-lH^eed  chief,  who  commanded  the  Indiana  that  commenced 
the  w^r  by  the  destruction  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Mima. 

$  3.  When  about  30  miles  from  thp  town,  a  stockade  was 
erected  for  the  security  of  the  stck  and  the  heavy  baggage,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  troops  resumed  their  Une  of 
march.  Their  course  lay  chiefly  through  woods,  without  a 
track  to  guide  them.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  the  dispo- 
sition for  the  attack  was  made.  The  troops  advanced  in  three 
columns,  a  small  body  acting  as  a  corps  de  reserve.  About 
noon  the  right  column  came  in  view  of  the  town,  and  was  im- 
mediately vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
apprised  of  their  approach,  and  had  chosen  their  field  of  ac- 
tion. Before  the  centre  or  the  left  could  come  generally  into 
action,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  flying  in  all  directions, 
many  of  them  casting  away  their  arms* 

Thirty  of  the  Creeks  were  killed. in  this  rencontre,  and^ 
judging  from  appearances,  many  were  wounded.  The  loss  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans  was  one  killed  and  six  wounded. 

A  pursuit  was  immediately  ordered ;  but  from  the  nature 
of  the  country  nothing  was  effected.  The  town  was  nearly 
surrounded  by  swamps  apd  deep  ravines,  which  rendered  the 
approach  of  the  troops  difficult,  while  it  facilitated  the  escape 
of  the  Indians.  In  the  town  was  found  a  large  quantity  of 
jMiovisions,  and  immense  property  of  various  kinds,  which 
the  enemy,  flying  precipitately,  were  v>bliged  to  leave  behind. 
All  were  destroyed,  together  with  the  village,  consisdng  of 
about  200  houses.  The  Indians  had  barely  ume  to  remove 
their  women  and  children  across  the  Alibanui,  which  runs 
near  where  the  town  stood.  The  town  had  been  built  since 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  was  established  as  a. 
place  of  aecuri^  for  the  inhabitants  of  several  villages* 

In  the  house  of  Weatherford,  the  commander,  was  found 
a  letter  from  the  Spanish  governor  of  Pensacola  to  the  leader 
of  the  Creeks,  stating,  that^  he  had  represented  their  request 
of  arms  and  munitions  to  the  captain-general  io.Havanoa,  but 
had  as  yet  received  no  answer.  He  was  in  hopes,  however, 
he  stated,  of  receiving  them  ;  and  as  soon  as  that  took  place, 
they  should  be  informed. 

The  following  day  was  occupied  by  the  troops  in  destroying 
a  town  consisting  of  60  houses,  eight  miles  hi^er  up  the  ri- 
ver/ and  in  taking  and  destroying  the  boats  of  the  enemy.  At 
diis  place  three  Indians  of  some  distinction  were  killed. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  volunteers  having  now  generaUy 

lired,  ihey  marched  to  Fort  Stoddart,  in  order  to  be  paid 
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$  3*  Soon  after  the  battle  of  Talledega,  general  Jackson^s 
army  had  been  almost  entirely  broken  up,  by  the  expiration  of 
the  time  of  the  militia,  but  on  the  14^  of  January,  he  was 
joined  at  Fort  Strother  by  about  800  new-raised  volunteers 
from  Tennessee,  making  his  whole  force,  exclusive  of  Indians, 
930.  The  term  of  service  of  the  volunteers  being  short,  and 
the  men  full  of  ardour  to  meet  the  enemy,  he  determined  im* 
mediately  to  empl6y  them  in  active  service ;  and  to  this  he 
was  particularly  induced  by  the  information,  that  the  Indians 
were  concentrating  with  the  view  of  attacking  Fort  Arm- 
strong, a  positiQn  about  50  miles  above  Fort  Strother,  oh  the 
same  river^  and  also  by  his  desire  to  make  a  diversion  in  favour 
of  general  Floyd,  who  was  about  making  a  movement  to  the 
TaUapoosee  river,  near  its  junction  with  the  Coosee. 

The  volunteers  therefore  were  marched  across  the  river  the 
day  after  their  arrival,  and  on  the  next  day,  Jackson  followed 
with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  consisting  of  the  artillery 
company,  with  one  six- pounder,  one  company  of  infantry  of  ' 
48  men,  two  companies  of  spies,  of  about  30  men  each,  and 
a  company  of  volunteer  officers,  headed  by  general  Coffee^ 
who  had  been  abandoned  by  his  men,  under  some  misappre- 
hension as  to  their  term  of  service,  and  who  still  remained  in- 
the  field  waiting  the  orders  of  the  government. 

On  the  17th,  Uie  troops  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  lj8th  encamped  at  Talledega  Fort,  where  they 
were  joined  by  between  200  and  300  friendly  Indians ;  65  of 
whom  were  Cherokees,  the  remainder  Creeks*  On  the  20th, 
they  encamped  at  Enotachopco,  a  small  Hillibee  village,  about 
12  miles  from  Emuckfau*  Here  Jackson  began  to  perceive 
very  plainly  how  little  knowledge  the  spies  had  of  the  coun- 
try, of  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  or  of  the  distance  the  ar- 
my was  from  them.  The  insubordination  of  the  new  troops, 
and  the  want  of  skill  in  most  of  their  officers,  also  became 
more  and  more  apparent.  But  their  ardour  to  meet  the  enemy 
was  not  diminished  ;  and  Jackson  had  a  sure  reliance  upon  the 
guards,  and  the  company  of  old  volunteer  officers,  and  upon 
Uie  spies,  in  all  about  125. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  troops  marched  from  £no« 
tachopco,  as  direct  as  possible  for  the  bend  of  the  TaUapoosee, 
and  about  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  spies  having  discovered  two  of 
the  enemy,  endeavoured  to  overtake  them,  but  failed,  i  In 
the  evening  a  large  trail  was  perceived,  which  led  to  a  new 
road,  much  beaten  and  lately  travelled.  Knowing  that  he 
must  have  arrived  within  the  neighbourhood  of  a  strong  force, 
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and  it  being  late  in  the  day,  Jackson  determined  to  encamp, 
and  reconnoitre  the  country  in  the  night.  He  accordingly 
chose  the  best  scite  the  country  would  admit,  encamped  in  a 
hollow  square,  sent  out  spies  and  pickets,  doubled  the  centi- 
nek,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  before  dark  for  a 
night  attack.  About  10  o'clock  at  night  one  the  pickets  fired 
at  three  of  the  enemy,  and  killed  one,  but  he  was  not  found  un* 
til  the  next  day.  At  11,  the  spies  returned  with  the  informa- 
tion, that  there  was  a  laij;e  encampment  of  Indians  at  the 
distance  of  about  three  miles,  who,  from  their  whooping  and 
dancing,  seemed  to  be  apprized  of  the  approach  of  the  troops. 
One.  of  these  spies,  an  Indian  in  whom  Jackson  had  great 
confidence,  assured  him  that  they  were  (^anying  off  their  wo- 
men and  children,  and  that  the  warriors  would  either  make 
their  escape  or  attack  him  before  day.  Being  prepared  at  all 
all  points,  nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to  await  their  ap- 
proach, if  they  meditated  -  an  attack,  or  to  be  ready,  if  they 
cUd  not,  to  pursue  and  attack  them  at  day-light. 

While  the  troops  were  in  this  state  of  readiness,  the  enemy, 
about  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  commenced  a  vigorous  attack 
on  the  left  flank,  which  was  as  vigorously  met ;  the  action  con- 
tinned  to  rage  on  that  flank,  and  on  the  .left  of  the  rear,  for 
about  half  an  hour.  So  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to 
pursue,  the  left  wing,  having  sustained  the  heat  of  the  action, 
and  being  somewhat  weakened,  was  reinforced  by  a  company 
of  infantry,  and  was  ordered  and  led  on  to  the  charge  by  ge- 
neral Coffee,  who  was  well  supported'  by  all  the  officers  and 
privates  who  composed  that  line.  The  enemy  was  completely 
ronted  at  every  point,  and  the  friendly  Indians  joining  in  the 
pursuit,  they  were  chased  about  two  miles  with  considerable 
alaoghter. 

Ine  chase  being  over,  general  Coffee  was  detached  with 
400  men  and  all  the  Indian  force  to  bum  the  encampment ; 
but  with  orders,  if  it  was  fortified,  not  to  attack  it,  until  the  ar- 
tiUery  could  be  sent  forward  to  reduce  it.  On  viewing  the  en- 
campment and  its  strength,  the  general  thought  it  most  pru- 
dent to  return,  and  guard  the  artillery  thither.  The  wisdom 
of  diis  step  was  soon  discovered— in  half  an  hour  after  his 
return  to  camp,  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  made  its 
appearance  on  Jackson's  right  flank,  and  commenced  a  brisk 
fire  on  a  party  of  men,  who  had  been  on  picket-guard  the  night 
before,  and  were  then  in  search  of  the  Indians  they  had  fired 
tqxm.  General  Coffee  immediately  requested  200  men  to 
torn  their  left  flank,  which  were  accordingly  ordered  ;  but, 
through  some  mistake,  not  more  than  54  followed  him,  among 


86  HISTORICAL  REGISTER.         [chap.  vi. 

ijvhom  were  the  old  volunteer  officers.  With  these,  however, 
he  immediately,  commenced  an  attack  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  Jackson  ordered  200  of  the  friendly  Indians  to  fall 
in  upon  their  right  flank,  and  co-operate  with  general  Coffee. 
This  order  was  -promptly  obeyed,  and  what  was  expected  was 
realized*  The  enemy  had  intended  the  attack  on  the  right  as 
a  feint,  and,  expecting  to  direct  all  Jackson's  attention  thitber, 
meant  to  attack  him  again,  and  with  their  mainforce,  on  the 
left  £ank,  which  they  had  hoped  to  And  weakened  and  in  dis- 
order. But  they  were  disappointed ;  for  Jackson  had  order- 
ed the  left  flank  to  remain  firm  to  its  place,  and  the  moment 
the  alarm-gun  was  heard  in  that  quarter,  he  repaired  thither, 
and  ordered  captain  Ferrill,  part  of  the  reserve,  to  support  it* 
The  whole  line  met  the  approach  of  the  enemy  with  astonish- 
ing intrepidity,  and  having  given  a  few  fires,  they  forthwith 
charged  with  great  vigour.  The  effect  was  immediate  and 
inevitable.  The  enemy  fled  with  precipitation,  and  were  pur« 
sued  to  a  considerable  distance,  by  the  left  flank  and  the  frieiul- 
ly  Indians,  with  a  galling  and  destructive  fire. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Coffee  was  contending  with  a  su- 
perior force  of  the  enemy.  The  Indians  who  had  been  order* 
ed  to  his  support,  and  who  had  set  out  for  this  purpose,  hear* 
ing  the  firing  on  the  left,  had  returned  to  that  quarter,  and 
when  the  enemy  were  routed  there,  entered  into  the, chase. 
That  being  now  over,  100  of  tham  were  sent  to  the  relief  p( 
Coffee,  and  as  soon  as  they  reached  him,  the  charge  was  made 
and  the  enemy  routed :  they  were  pursued  about  three  miles, 
and  45  of  them  slain,  who  were  found.  General  Cofiee  was 
wounded  in  the  body,  and  his  aid-de-camp,  A.  Donaidsoo^ 
killed,  together  with  three  others. 

The  camp  was  now  fortified,  in  order  that  the  troops  might 
be  the  better  prepared  to  repel  any  attack  which  might  be 
made  the  following  night,  and  next  morning  the  troops  set 
out  on  their  return  to  Fort  Strother,  general  Jackson  not 
deeming  it  prudent  to  proceed  farther  on  account  of  the  scar- 
city of  supplies,  the  number  of  his  wounded,  and  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  Indians  receiving  reinforcements  from  below.  The 
retreat  commenced  at  10  o'clock  on  the  23d,  and  the  troops 
were  fortunate  enough  to  reach  £notachopco  before  nignti 
having  ^passed  a  dangerous  defile  without  interruption.  The 
camp  was  again  fortified.  Having  another  defile  to  pass  in 
the  morning,  across  a  deep  creek,  and  between  two  hills,  which 
Jackson  had  viewed  with  attention,  as  he  passed  on,  and  where 
he  expected  he  might  be  attacked,  he  determined  to  pass  it  at 
another  point,  and  gave  directions  to  the  guide  and  fiiligue- 
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men  accordingly.  The  generars  expectation  of  an  attack  in 
the  moinihg  was  increased  by  the  signs  of  the  night,  and  with 
it  his  caution.  Before  the  wounded  were  removed  from  the 
interior  of  the  camp,  the  front  and  rear- guards  were  formed, 
aft  well  as  the  right  and  left  columns,  and^the  centre  moved 
off  m  regular  orddf,  leading  down  a  ridge  to  Enotachopco 
creek,  at  a  point  where  it  was  clear  of  reeds,  except  immedi- 
ately on  its  margin.  A  general  order  had  been  previously 
issued,  pointing  out  the  manner  in  which  the  men  should  be 
ibrmed  ib  the  event  of  an  attack  on  the  front,  or  rear,  or  on 
tbe  flanks,  and  the  officers  had  been  particularly  cautioned  to 
halt  and  form  accordingly,  the  instant  the  word  should  be 
^v€n. 

.  The  front  guard  had  crossed  with  part  of  the  flank  columns, 
the  wounded  wei;e  over,  and  the  artiHery  in  the  act  of  entering 
thecreekf  when  an  alarm-giin  was  heard  in  the  rear.  Having 
chosen  the  ground,  Jackson  expected  there  to  have  entirely 
cut  off  the  enemy,  by  wheeling  the  right  and  left  columns  on 
tbeir  pivot,  re-crossing  the  creek  above  and  below,  and  falling; 
ki  upon  their  flanks  and  rear.  But,  to  his  astonishment  and 
iftortification,  when  the  word  was  given  to  halt  and  form,  and 
-a  few  guns  Ifad  been  fired,  the  tight  and  left  colutnns  of  the 
Tear-guaird  precipitately  gave  way.  This  shameful  retreat 
nhis  disastrous  in  the  extreme :  it  drew  along  with  it  tht 
igreater  paH:  of  the  centre  column,  leaving  not  more  than  25 
men,  who,  being  formed  by  colonel  Carrol,  maintained  their 
ground  aps  long  as  it  was  possiUe  to  maintain  it.  J*here  was 
tfaen  left  to  repulsecthe  enemy,  the  few  who  remained  of  thr. 
Teal'-guard,  the  artiUery  company,  and  captain  Russell's  com 
pany  of  vpies.  Their  conduct,  however,  exceeded  the  highest 
expectations.  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  who  commanded  the 
wrciliery  tompany  in  the  ^>sence  of  captain  Deadrick,  who 
waa  confined  by  sickness,  ordered  them  to  form,  and  advanced 
to  Aejop  of  the  hill,  whilst  he  and  a  few  others  dragged  up 
the  six^pounderi'  Never  was  more  bravery  displayed  than  on 
occasion.  Amidst  the  most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy, 
than  ten  times  their  number,  thev  ascended  the  hill  and 
^maintained  their  position,  until  their  piece  was  hauled  up, 
irhett)  having  levelled  it,  they  poured  upon  the  enemy  a  fire 
of  grap6,  te-loaded  and  fired  again,  charged  and  repulsed 
them^. 

*  'GeoeM  lndaiofH  in  tiis  official  report^  states  some  instances  of  per- 

aM  tiM  most  ^tibeiraCe  bravery  that  have  ever  been  recorded.  The  indi- 
iislt  YAeflttohe4  tret^  Ueiltenant  Armstrong,  Constantine  Perkins,  and 
Crtyen  Jacksoiii  idl  of  Xbt  liirtiUery,  the  two  latter  acting^  as  gunners.    In 
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A  number  of  the  troops  now  crossed  the  creek,  and  entered 
into  the  chase.  Captain  Gordon  of  the  spies,  who  had  rushed 
firom  the  front,  endeavoured  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  ene- 
my, in  which  he  partially  succeeded,  and  colonel  Carroll^ 
colonel  Higgins,  and  captains  Elliot  and  Pipkins,  pursued  the 
enemy  for  more  than  two  miles,  who  fled  in  consternation, 
^  throwing  away  their  packs,  and  leaving  26  of  their  warriors 
dead  on  the  field.  This  last  defeat  was  decisive,  •  the  troops 
being  no  more  disturbed  in  their  retreat. 

The  loss  sustained  in  these  several  engagements  was  20 
killed  and  75  wounded,  4  of  whom  afterwards  died*  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained :  189  of 
their  warriors  were  found  dead  ;  but  this  must  fall  considera- 
bly short  of  the  number  really  killed.  Their  wounded  can  only 
be  guessed  at. 

%  4.  Meabwhile  general  Floyd  was  advancing  towards  the 
Indian  territory  from  Chatahouchie  river.  On  the  27th  of  • 
January  his  camp  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Indians,  at 
the  hour  usually  chosen  for  their  operations,  viz.  about  an  hour 
before  day.  They  stole  upon  the  centinels,  fired  upon  them, 
and  then  with  great  impetuosity  rushed  upon  the  line.  In  20 
minutes  the  action  became  general,  and  the  front  of  both  flanks 
were  closely  pressed,  but  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers, 
and  the  firmness  of  the  men,  repelled  them  at  every  point.  As 
soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  distinguish  objects,  Floyd 
strengthened  his  right  wing,  to  prepare  them  for  a  charge,  and 
the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  form  in  their  rear,  to  act  as  cir- 
cumstances should  dictate.  The  order  for  the  charge  was 
promptly  obeyed,  and  the  enemy  fled  in  every  direction  before 
the  bayonet.  The  order  was  thien  given  fot*  the  charge  of  the 
cavalry,  who  pursued  and  sabred  fifteen  of  the  enemy. 

Thirty-seven  Indians  were  left  dead  on  the  field.  From  the 
efiiision  of  blood,  and'number  of  the  war-clubs  aad  head-dreaaea 
found  in  various  directions,  their  loss  must  have  been  consi- 
derable.    Floyd's  loss  was  17  killed,  and  132* wounded. 

$  5.  The  Creeks  being  rather  inspirited  than  cast  down  by 
their  last  encounters  with  the  whites,  more  vigorous;  eflforts 

the  himy  of  the  moment*  in  separating  the  gun  fiH>m  the  limbers*  the  run- 
mer  and  picker  of  the  cannon  wer^  left  tied  to  the  limber :  no  sooner  was 
this  discovered,  than  Jackson,  amidst  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy*  pulled 
out  the  ramrod  of  his  musket  and  used  it  as  a  picker ;  primed  with  a  cart* 
ridge,  and  fired  the  cannon.  Perkins  having  pulled  off  his  bayonet*  used 
his  musket  as  a  rammer*  and  drove  down  the  cartridg^e ;  and  Jackson*  usinj^ 
his  former  plan,  again  discharged  her.  Lieutenant  Aritistroog  feU*  just 
after  the  first  fire  of  the  cannon,  exclaiming*  as  he  lay*  .**  my  orave  iel- 
lowsy  some  of  you  may  fall,  but  you  must  save  the  camuHi.'* 
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became  necessary.  General  Jackson,  therefore,  having  re- 
ceived reinforcements  of  militia  from  Tennessee,  and  being 
joined  by  a  considerable  body  of  Cherokee  and  friendly  Creek 
Indians,  set  out  on  another  expedition  to  the  Tallapoosee  ri- 
ver. He  put  his  army  in  motion  from  the  Coosee  river  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  of  March,  and  havmg  a  passage  of  fifty-, 
Cwo  and  a  half  miles  over  the  ridges  which  divide  the  nigirii 
of  the  two  rivers,  reached  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosee,  three 
miles  beyond  where  the  engagement  of  the  22d  of  January 
took  place^nd  at  the  southern  extremity  of  New  Youca,  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th* 

This .  bend  resembles  in  its  curvature  that  of  a  horse-shoti 
and  is  thence  called  by  that  name  among  the  whites.  Nature 
furnishes  few  situations  as  eligible  for  defence ;  and  barbari- 
ans never  rendered  one  more  secure  by  art,  than  was  this  by 
the  Creeks.  Across  the  neck  of  land  which  leads  into  it  from 
die  north,  they  had  erected  a  breastwork,  of  the  greatest  com- 
pactness and  strength,  from  five  to  eight  feet  high,  and  prei- 
Ked  with  double  rows  of  port-holes  very  artfully  arranged, 
e  figure  of  this  wall  manifested  no  less  skill  in  the  pro- 
jectors of  it,  than  its  construction ;  an  army  could  not  approach 
It  without  being  exposed  to  a  double  and  cross  fire  from  the 
enemy,  who  lay  in  perfect  security  behind  it.  The  area  of 
dus  peninsula,  thus  bounded  by  breastworks,  included  about 
ao  or  100  acres. 

In  this  bend  the  warriors  from  Oakfuskee,  Oakchaya,  New 
Touca,  Hillabees,  the  Fish  Ponds,  and  Eufauta  towns,  apprizf 
ed  of  Jackson's  approach,  had  collected  their  strength.  Their 
exact  number  was  not  ascertained  ;  but  it  was  believed  to  have 
been  about  1000 :  and  relying  with  the  utmost  confidence  upon 
their  strength,  their  situation,  and  the  assurances  of  their  pro- 
phets, they  calculated  on  repulsing  Jackson  with  great  ease. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  having  encamped  the 
preceding  night  -at  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  the  bend^, 
Jackson  detached  general  Coffee  with  the  mounted  men,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Indian  force,  to  pass  the  river  at  a 
ford  about  three  miles  below  their  encampment,  and  to  sur^ 
roond  die  bend  in  such  a  manner  that  none  of  them  should 
eecape  by  attempting  to  cross  the  river.  With  the  remainder 
of  the  forces  Jackson  proceeded  along  the  point  of  land,  which 
led  to  the  front  of  their  breastwork ;  and  at  half  past  10  o^clock, 
planted  hisardllery  on  a  small  eminence,  distant  from  the 
nearest  poiat  of  the  breastwork  about  80  yards,  and  from  its 
frrthetft  about  250 ;  from  which  a  brisk  fire  was  immediately 
opened  upon  its  centre*    Whenever  the  enemy  ihowed  them- 
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selves  behind  their  works,  or  ventured  to  sipproach  them,  a 
galling  fire  was  opened  on  them  with  musketry  and  rifles. 

Meanwhile  general  Coffee,  having  crossed  below,  turned  up 
the  river,  bearing  away  from  its  clifls.  When  within  half  a 
mile  of  tlie  village,  which  stood  at  the  extremity  of  the  peninsu- 
la, the  savage  yell  was  raised,  by  the  enemy.  Expecting  an  im- 
m|^iat^  attack.  Coffee  drew  up  his  forces  in  line  of  batde,  in 
open  hilly  woodland,  and  moved  forward  in  that  position.  The 
fnendly  Indians  had  been  previously  ordered  to  advance  se- 
cretly and  take  possession  of  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  prevent 
the  enemy  from  crossing  on  the  approach  of  Jackson's  main 
body  in  front.  Accordingly,  the  fire  of  Jackson's  cannon  com- 
mencing when  Coffee's  troops  were  within  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  river,  his  Indians  immediately  rushed  for- 
ward with  great  impetuosity  to  its  banks.  The*  militia  were 
halted,  and  kept  in  order  of  battle,  an  attack  on  the  rear  be- 
ing expected  from  the  Oakfuskee  villages,  which  lay  on  die 
river  about  eight  miles  below. 

The  fire  of  the  cannon  and  small  arms  becoming  now  gene- 
ral and  heavy  in  front,  animated  the  Indians  on  the  bank; 
and  seeing  about  100  of  the  warriors,  and  all  the  squaws  and 
children  of  the  enemy  running  about  among  the  huts  of  the 
village  on  the  opposite  shore,  they  could  no  longer  remain 
silent  spectators.  While  some  kept  up  a  fire  across  the  river 
(here  about  120  yards  widf ),  to  prevent  the  enemy's  approach 
to  the  bank,  others  plunged  into  the  river  and  swam  across  for 
canoes,  that  lay  on  the  other  side  \n  considerable  numbers* 
Having  succeeded  in  bringing  them  over,  numbers  embarked, 
and  landing  in  the  peninsula,  advanced  into  the  village,  and 
soon  drove  the  enemy  from  the  huts  up  to  the  fortification, 
where  they  pursued  and  continued  to  annoy  them  during  the 
whole  action* 

This  movement  of  the  friendly  Indians  leaving  the  river 
bank  unguarded,  made  it  necessary  that  a  pin  of  Coffee's 
line  should  take  their  place.  A  company  of  rangers  were  ac- 
cordingly posted  on  the  bank  of  the  upper  part,  and  a  lieuten- 
ant with  40  men  tpok  possession  of  an  island  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  bend. 

Finding  that  the  friendly  Indians,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
termined bravery  they  displayed,  were  wholly  insufiicient  to 
dislodge  the  enemy,  and  that  general  Coffee  had  secured  the 
opposite  banks  of  the  river,  Jackson  determined  upon  taking 
ppssessiqn  of  the  works  by  storm.  Never  were  men  better 
disposed  for  such  an  undertaking,  than  those  by  whom  it  was 
tQ  be  effected*    They  had  entreated  to  be  led  to  the  charge 
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with  the  most  pressing  importunity ;  and  received  the  order 
"  which  was  now  given  with  the  strongest  demonstration  of  joy. 
The  effect  was  such  as  this  temper  of  mind  foretold.  The 
regular  troops,  led  by  colonel  Williams  and  major  Montgome- 
ry, were  presently  in  possession  of  the  nearer  side  of  the 
breastwork  ;  and  the  militia  accompanied  them  in  the  charge 
with  a  vivacity  and'  firmness  which  could  not  have  been  ex- 
Geeded,  and  have  seldom  been  equalled  by  troops  of  any  de- 
scription. 

Having  maintained  for  a  few  minutes  a  very  obstinate  con- 
test, muzzle  to  muzzle,  through  the  port-holes,  in  which 
many  of  the  enemy's  balls  were  welded  to  the  American 
bayonets,  they  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  the  opposite 
side  of  the  works.  The  event  could  then  no  longer  be  doubt- 
ful ;  the  enemy,  although  many  of  them  fought'to  the  last  with 
that  kind  of  bravery  which  desperation  inspires,  were  routed 
and  cut  to  pieces.  The  whole  margin  of  the  river  which  sur- 
rounded the  peninsula,  was  strewed  with  the  slain  :  557  wer« 
found,  besides  a  great  number  who  were  thrown  in  the  river 
by^ their  surviving  friends,  and  killed  in  attempting  to  pass  it, 
by  general  Coffee's  men,  stationed  on  the  opposite  banks.  Not 
more  than  20  could  have  escaped.  Among  the  dead  was  found 
their  famous  prophet  Manahoee,  shot  in  the  mouth  by  a  grape- 
shot,  and  two  other  prophets.  Two  or  three  women  and 
children  were  killed  by  accident.  Tt\e  number  of  prisoners 
taken  exceeded  300,  all  women  and  children  excepting  three 
or  four, 

.  The  batde  may  be  said  to  have  continued  with 'severity 
for  about  five  hours ;  but  the  firing  and  the  slaughter  con- 
tinued until  it  was  suspended  by  the  darkness  of  the  night* 
The  next  morning  it  was  resumed,  and  16  of  the  enemy 
slain,  who  had  concealed  themselves  under  the  banks. 

Jackson's  loss  was  26  white  men  killed,  and  107  wounded  ; 
18  Cherokees  killed,  and  36  wounded  ;  5  friendly  Creeks  kill- 
ed, and  1 1  wounded. 

This  most  decisive  battle  Completely  broke  the  spirit  as  Well 
as  power  of  the  hostile  Creeks,  who  were  never  after  able  to 
make  head  against  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  Jackson 
shortly  after  completely  scoured  the  Coosee  and  Tallapoosee 
rivers,  and  the  intervening  country.  A  part  of  the  enemy  oa 
tfie.  latter  river,  just  before  his  arrival,  made  their  escape 
across  it,  and  fled  in  consternation  towards  Penaacola.  Most 
of  the  inhabitants  on  the  Coosee  and  the  neighbouring  country 
came  10,  and  surrendered  unconditionally.  Many  of  the  ne- 
gfbes  taken  at  Fort  Mims  were  delivered  up,  and  one  white 
woman,  with  her  two  children. 
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A  detachment  of  militia  from  Nordi  and  South  Carolimit 
under  the  command  pf  colonel  Pearson,  scoured  the  country 
below,  upon  the  Alibama,  took  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  re- 
ceived the  submission  of  a  great  number  of  Creek  warriors 
and  prophets.  On  the  return  of  Pearson's  expedition,  he  had 
with  him  upwards  of  600  of  the  late  hostile  Creeks,  and  nearly 
idl  the  remaining  negroes  that  had  been  captured  at  Fort 
Mims. 

$  6.  On  the  1st  of  August,  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  hostile 
Creeks  met  general  Jackson  at  the  fort  called  by  his  name, 
for  the  purpose  of  concluding  articles  of  agreement  and  capi- 
tulation, which  were  agreed  upon  the  9th  of  the  same  month. 
By  this  treaty  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  their  territory 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  ex« 

Cnses  incurred  in  prosecuting  the  war,  and  the  right  of  the 
nited  States  to  establish  miHtary  posts  and  trading-houses, 
and  to  open  roads  within  their  territory,  was  acknowledged,  as 
ako  the  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  all  their  waters.  The 
Creeks  also  engaged  to  make  an  immediate  surrender  ef  all 
the  persons  and  property  taken  from  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  friendly  part  of  the  Creek  nation,  the  Cherok^t 
Chickasaw,  and  Choctaw  nations,  to  the  respective  owners  } 
and  to  surrender  all  the  prophets  and  instigators  of  the  war, 
whether  foreigners  or  natives,  who  had  not  submitted  to  the 
arms  of  the  United  States,  and  become  parties  to  these  arti* 
^des,  if  ever  they  should  be  found  within  the  territory  of  the 
Creeks.  It  vras  ako  stipulated,  that  the  Creeks  should  abandoa 
all  communication,  and  cease  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  any. 
British  or^Spanish  post,  garrison,  or  town;  and  that  they 
should  not  admit  among  them  any  agent  or  trader,  who  shpuld 
not  derive  authority  to  hold  commercial  or  other  intercourse 
with  them,  by  license  from  the  president  or  authorized  ageiit 
of  the  United  States.  The  United  States  engaged  to  guarantee 
the  remainder  of  their  territory^  and  to  restore  all  their  pri- 
soners ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  nation  being  reduced  to 
extreme  w^nt,  and  not  having  at  present  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, the  United  States  engaged,  from  motives  of  huma- 
nity, to  continue  to  furnish  them  gratuitously  with  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  until  the  crops  of  com  could  be  considered  com- 
petent to  yield  the  nation  a  supply ;  and  to  establish  trading- 
houses,  to  enable  the  nation  by  industry  and  economy  to  pro- 
cure clothing. 

Thus  ended  the  Creek  war,  after  a  prodigious  slaughter  of 
those  brave,  misguided  men,  and  the  unconditional  jsubmis- 
sion  of  the  remainder,  excepting  a  few  who  took  refuge  in 
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Florida*    Nearly  the  whole  of  the   Creek  towns   were  de- 
stroyed. 

§  r*  But  hardly  was  the  Indian  war  at  an  end,  before  new 
troubles  sprang  up  in  this  quarter,  and  general  Jackson  was 
forced  to  encounter  a  much  more  formidable  enemy.  Af* 
ter  concluding  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  Jackson  moved  lua 
head-quarters  to  Mobile,  where,  on  the  2rth  of  August,  he 
received  information  by  express  from  Pensacola,  that  three 
British  vessels  had  arrived  there  on  the  25th,  which,  on  the 
following  day,  had  disembarked  an  immense  quantity  of 
arms,  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions;  and 
marched  into  the.  Spaiush  fort  between  two  and  three  hundred 
troops*  He  was  likewise'  informed  that  thirteen  sail  of  the 
line,  with  a  large  number  of  transports,  bringing  10,000  troops, 
were  daily  expected. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  information,  Jackson  immediately 
dispatched  an  express  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee  at  NasK^ 
ville,  requesting  that  the  whole  of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of 
diait  state  should  be  organized,  equipped,  and  brought  into 
the  fields  without  delay,  and  his  adjutant-generalytnen  in  Ten-< 
oeaaee,  was  instructed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
immediately  provisioning  and  bringing  the  troops  to  head* 


The  three  vessels  which  had  arrived  at  Pensacola,  joined 
by  another,  soon  after  sailed  from  that  port  for  Mobile,  and 
on  the  15th  of  September  appeared  off  Fort  Bowyer.  The 
town  of  Mobile,  where  general  Jackson  had  his  head-quarters, 
is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mobile  river,  at  its  entrance 
into  the  hay  of  the  same  name.  Mobile  bay  is  about  30  miles 
long,  and  of  considerable  breadth ;  but  its  entrance  is  only  5 
miles^bioad,  and  is  completely  con^manded  by  Fort  Bowyer, 
which  b  situated  at  the  extreme  point  on  the  east  side  of  the 
bay.  The  fort  was  occupied  by  a  small  garrison,  commanded 
by  major  Lawrence,  of  the  2d  infantry. 

The  British  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships  and  two  brigs, 
appeared  in  sight  about  noon  of  the  15th,  standing  directly 
for  the  fort.  At  4,  in  the  afternoon,  the  battery  was  opened 
upon  them  ;  the  firing  was  immediately  returned  from  all 
die  vessels.  A  force  of  1 10  marines,  commanded  by  colonel 
NtcboUs,  200  Creek  Indians,  headed  by  captain  Woodbine, 
of  the  British  navy,  and  about  20  artillerists,  had  been  previ- 
ously landed  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  it 
from  a  twelve-pounder  and  a  howitzer,  but  they  did  no  exe- 
cutftODtAflbd  were  soon  silenced  by  a  few  shot.  The  action 
oontiDUed  without  intermission  on  either  side  for  nearly  three 
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hours,  when  three  of  the  vessels  wtrre  compelled  to  retire* 
The  commodore's  ship,  which  mounted  22  thirty^two-pound 
carronades,  having  anchored  nearest  the  fort,  had  her  cable 
cut  by  the  shot,  and  was  so  much  disabled  that  she  drifted  on 
shore,  within  600  yards  of  the  battery;  when,  the  other  ves- 
sels being  out  of  reach,  such  a  tremendous  fire  was  opened 
upon  her,  that  she  was  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  such  of 
her  crew*  as  survived.  Out  of  a  crew  of  170  men,  the  com- 
mander and  20  men  only  escaped.  On  board  of  the  other 
ship,  85  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  one  of  the  brigs  also  was 
very  considerably  damaged  ;  but  her  loss  was  not  ascertained. 
The  effective  force  in  the  fort  was  about  120  men  ;  their  loss 
was  only  four  killed  and  five  wounded.  During  the'nottest 
part  of  the  action,  the  flag-staff  being  shot  away,  the  ffag  was 
immediately  regained  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  cannis- 
ter,  hoisted  on  a  sponge  staff,  and  planted  on  the  parapet. 
The  land-forces  retreated  by  land  to  Pensacola,  after  h'iiving^ 
re-embarked  their  pieces. 

§  8.  A  short  time  previous  to  this  attack,  a  proclamation 
was  issued  by  Edward  Nichols,  commanding  his  Britannic 
majesty's  forces  in  the  Floridas,  and  dated  head-quarters^ 
Pensacola,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Tennessee.  In  this  address,  the  natives  of  Lou- 
isiana are  called  upon  to  assist  the  firitish  forces  in  liberating 
their  paternal  soil  from  a  fruitless, imbecile  government;  to 
abolish  the  American  usurpation,  and  put  the  lawful  owners 
of  the  soil  in  possession.  The  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  are  told  that  they  have  too  long  borne  with  griev- 
ous impositions  ;  that  the  brunt  of  the  war  has  fallen  on  their 
brave  sons  ;  and  they  are  intreated  to  be  imposed  on  no  more, 
but  either  to  range  themselves  under  the  standard  of^ their 
forefathers,  or  observe  a  strict  neutrality.  If  they  complied 
with  either  of  these  offers,  the  address  assured  them,  that 
whatever  provisions  they  sent  down  should  be  paid  for  in  dol- 
lars, and  the  safety  of  the  persons  bringing  it,  as  well  as  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  guaranteed.  , 

The  proclamation  then  calls  to  the  view  of  the  ^^meno£ 
Iftntucky  the  conduct  of  those  factions  which  hurried  them 
into  this  cruel,  unjust,  and  unnatural  war,  at  a  time  when 
Great  Britain  was  straining  every  nerve  in  defence  of  heir  own 
and  the  liberties  of  the  world  ;  when  she  was  expending  mil- 
lions of  her  treasure  in  endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  of  the 
most  formidable  and  dangerous  tyrants  that  ever  disgraced  the 
form  of  man.  When  groaning  Europe  was  in  her  last  gasp, 
when  Britons  alone  showed  an  undaunted  front,  basely  did 
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these  assassins  endeavour  to  stab  her  from  the  rear ;  she  has 
turned  on  them  renovated  from  the  bloody  but  successful  strug- 
^e*  Europe  is  happy  and  free,  and  she  now  hastens  justly 
to  avenge  the  unprovoked  insult.  Shew  them/'  continued 
Nichols,  "that  >ou  are  not  collectively  unjust — ^leave  that 
coiiiemptible  few  to  shift  for  themselves ;  let  those  slaves  of 
the  tjrrarit  send  an  embassy  to  £lba,  and  implore  his  aid  ;  but  let 
every  honesty  upright  American  spurn  them  with  merited  con- 
tempt. After  the  experience  of  21  years,  can  you  any  longer  sup- 
port those  brawlers  of  Hberty,  who  call  it  freedom,  when  them- 
selves are  no  more  free  than  their .  impostors  i  Be  no  longer 
their  dupes,  accept  my  offers,  and  all  that  is  promised  you  in 
the  proclamation,  I  guarantee  to  you,  on  the  saqred  word  of 
a  British  officer." 

A  greater  degree  of  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  people 
adckessed,  was  perhaps  never  displayed,  than  was  manifested 
in  ttiis  proclamation.  Nichols  himself  was  enabled  to  take  a 
pretty  favourable  view  of  its  reception  a  few  days  after  it  was 
issued,  as  he  headed  the  land  forces  employed  against  Fort 
Bowyer.    ^    . 

§9.  Previous  to  the  attack  upon  Mobile,  Nichols  had  held 
out  the  most  seducing  offers  to  induce  a  band  of  lawless  meo^ 
who  had  formed  an  establishment  on  the  island  of  Barrataria, 
to  eater  into  the  British  service  in  the  operations  planned 
against  Lower  Louisiana.  But  although  these  men  were  act- 
ing in  the  most  lawless -manner,  and  though  they  were  actually 
prjoscribed  by  the  American  government,  they  would  not  con- 
sent to  act  the  part  of  traitors.  Instead  of  accepting  the  Bri- 
tish oflkrs,  they  procrastinated  their  answer,  and  immediately 
dispatched  the  intelligence  to  New- Orleans. 

The  Barratarians  principally  consisted  of  the  officers  and 
crews  of  French  privateers,  who,  on  the  capture  of  Guade- 
loupe, the  last  of  the  French  West- India  islands,  had  repair- 
ed to  Carthagena,  and  accepted  commissions  from  the  new 
government  which  had  been  established  there.  For  the  con- 
venience of  disposing  of  their  prizes,  these  men  resorted  to 
Barrataria,  and  formed  establishments  in  the  island  of  Grand 
Terre,  and  other  places  along  the  coast  of  Louisiana  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  whence,  it  is  said,  they  preyed  in- 
discriminately upon  the  commerce  of  all  nations,  not  except- 
iog  eren  that  of  the  United'States,  in  whose  dominions  they 
had  thus  unwarrantably  settled  themselves.  The  chief  inter- 
course of  the  Barratarians  was  with  New-Orleans,  almost  all 
their  prize  goods  being  smuggled  into  that  port. 
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In  the  year  1813,  this  lawless  colony  excited  the  attention 
of  the  government  of  Louisiana^  and  a  company  was  ordered 
out  to  break  up  the  establishment.  But  this  small  force  prov* 
ed  quite  ineffectual :  the  whole  party  were  surprised  and  cap- 
tured before  they  reached  the  settlements  of  this  resolut^et 
of  men.  The  naval  force,  however,  being  considerably  strength* 
ened  in  the  summer  of  1814,  a  new  expedition  was  fitted  out; 
On  the  1 1th  of  September,  commodore  Patterson  left  New- 
Orleans,  with  a  detachment  of  70  of  the  44th  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, commanded  by  colonel  Ross,  and  being  joined  by  the 
schooner  Caroline  at  Placquemine,  and  the  gun-boats  at  t9ie 
Balize,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  made  the  island  of  Barra- 
taria,  and  discovered  a  number  of  vessels  in  the  harbour, 
some  of  which  shewed  Carthagenian  colours.  As  soon  as 
the  squadron  was  perceivedi  ^the  Barratarians  farmed  their 
vessels,  ten  in  number,  into  a  line  of  battle  hear  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour ;  and  Patterson  also  formed  his  vessels  into  a 
Kne  of  battle,  consisting  of  six  gun-boats,  a  tender,  ahd  a 
launch ;  the  schooner  Caroline  drawing  too  much  water  to 
cross  the  bar.  On  the  approach  of  the  squadron,  however", 
the  Barratarians  abandoned  their  vessels,  and  toc^  to  flight  in 
ail  directions  in  their  small  boats,  having  previously  fired  twd 
of  their  best  schooners.  The  launch,  with  two  gun-barge^ 
md  the  small  boats,  were  immediately  sent  in  pursuit,  and 
all  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  were  taken  possession  of,  and 
the  establishment  on  shore  completely  destroyed. 

§  10.  The  unprecedented  conduct  of  the  governor  of  Pen- 
sacola,  in  harbouring  and  aiding  the  British  and  their  Indian 
allies,  and  in  allowing  them  to  fit  out  expeditions  against  the 
United  States  from  that  port,  had  been  forcibly  remonstrated 
against  by  general  Jackson,  but  hitherto  without  effect.  Hav- 
ing been  reinforced  by  about  2000  Tennessee  militia,  which 
had  marched  to  Mobile  through  the  Indian  country,  Jackson, 
therefore,  advanced  towards  Pensacola  to  demand  redress^ 
He  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  that  post  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  6th  of  November,  and  immediately  sent  a  flag  to  colki- 
municate  the  object  of  his  visit  to  the  governor ;  but  it  was 
£3rced  to  return,  being  fired  on  from  the  batteries.  Jackson 
dien  reconnoitered  the  fort,  and  finding  it  defended  by  both 
English  and  Spanish  troops,  determined  to  storm  the  town^ 
and  accordingly  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying 
his  determinatio;!  into  effect  the  next  day. 

The  troops  f  were  put  in  motion  for  the  attack  early  oti  the 
STth.  Being  encamped  to  the  west  of  the  town,  Jackson  cal- 
culated that  the  attack  would  be  expected  from  that  quarter. 
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To  cherisk  tills  idea,  part  of  the  mounted  men  were  sent  to 
diow  themselves  on  the  west,  while  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
jmssed  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  undiscovered,  to  the  east  of  the 
town.  When  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  the  town  appeared  in 
fidl  view.  The  troops,  principally  militia,  with  a  few  regu- 
lars^ and  some  Choctaw  Indians^  advanced  with  the  most  un- 
daunted courage,  although  a  strong  fort  appeared  ready  to  as- 
Mul  them  on  the  right,  seven  British  armed  vesseb  on  the  left, 
and  strong  bloek*houses  and  batteries  of  cannon  in  front.  On 
entering  the  town,  a  battery  of  two  cannon  was  opened  on  the 
centre  odumn,  composed  of  the  regulars,  with  ball  and  grape, 
ud  a  shower  of  musquetry  from  the  houses  and  gardens. 
The  battery  was  immediately  stormed,  and  the  musquetry  was 
80QII  silenced  by  the  steady  and  well-directed  fire  of  the  re- 
goiars. 

The  y^cmor  now  made  his  appearance  with  a  flag,  and 
begged  i^£xieTcy^  offering  to  surrender  the  .town  and  fort  un- 
conditioiiiauy.  Mercy  was  granted,  and  protection  given  to 
die  citizens  and  their  property,  although  the  officer  command- 
ing the  fort  refused  to  give  it  up,  and  held  it  till  near  mid- 
ught,  when  he  evacuated  it  with  his  troops.  The  British 
moved  down  to  the  Barrancas,  a  strong  fort  commanding  the 
haihour,  and,  finding  that  Jackson  had  gained  possession  of 
the  town,  next  morning  spiked  and  dismounted  the  cannon, 
aiid  blew  up  the  fort,  just  as  the  American  troops  wore  pre- 
|iaring  to  march  and  storm  the  place. 

The  British  then  withdrew  to  their  shipping,  and  generd 
Jackson,  having  accomplished  his  object,  evacuated  the  town, 
and  returned  to  the  American  dominions. 

511.  The  dangers  impending  over  New  Orleans,  from  the 
dlreatsned  expedition  of  the  British,  now  rendered  the  pre- 
sence jrf  general  Jackson  highly  necessary  at  that  city.  He  ar- 
rived diere  with  his  troops  on  the  2d  of  December,  and  im- 
sttediate  measures  of  defence  were  adopted,  by  embodying 
the  miHtia,  repairing  the  forts  op  the  river,  &c. 

A  few  days  after  Jackson's  arrival,  the  British  fleet  made 
thdr  appearance  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis,  and  on  the  12th, 
ihe  fleet  appeared  in  such  strength  off  Ship  island,  as  to  induce 
lieutenant  Jones,  who  commanded  the  American  flotilla  of 
gun-boats,  to  retire  higher  up  the  lake,  to  take  a  position  to 
drfend  the  passes  to  New  Orleans.  On  the  13th,  the  Ameri* 
can  schooner  Seahorse,  which  had  been  sent  by  the  commo- 
dore diat  morning  to  the  Bay  of  St;  Louis,  to  assist  in  the  re- 
moval 6f  some  public  stores,  was  attacked  by  three  of  the 
cnemy^s  barges.    These  were  driven  off",  but  being  reinforce^ 
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by  four  others,  the  dchooner  was  blown  up  by  Ker  crew,  and 
the  store-house  set  on  fire.  Qn  the  following  day,  the  Ani^* 
ricaq  flotilla,  while  becalmed,  was  attacked  by  42 heavy  launches 
and  gun-barges,  manned  with  1000  men  and  officers,  and  af- 
ter a  vigorous  resistance,  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  against  thiji 
overwhelming  force,  the  whole  ^Qtill^  w^  captured  by  the 
enemy.  .  , 

$  12.  The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  British  squadron  i;ii 
these  waters  reached  New  Orleans  on  the  12th  of  December^ 
and  in  a  day  or  two  after,  martis^  law  was  proclaimed  in  the 
city,  and  the  militia  called  out  en  masse.  Large  appropriations 
were  made  by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  for  the  erection  of 
batteries,  and  granting  bounties  to  seamen  to  enlist  in  the  ser-* 
vice  ;  an  embargo  waA  laid  for  three  days  in  prder  fo  stop  the 
departure  of  those  individuals ;  and  a  requisition  ws^  made 
by  general  Jackson  of  negroes  to  work  on  the  fqirj^cations^ 
and  all  those  found  in  the  streets  were  impressed  ^^^  that  p^r» 
pose,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  drays  and  carts.  Foui  diousa^d 
Tennessee  militia  arrived  by  water  on  the  21st,  and  Jackson 
was  further  reinforced  by  the  Barratarians,  to  whom  an  aogi- 
nesty  was  granted  by  the%  general  and  the  goveraor  of  Lou- 
isiana, on  condition  of  their  joining  in  tbe  defence  of  the 
coimtry. 

$  13*  The  loss  of  the  gun-boats  having  given  the  cpen^ 
comifiand  o/  lake  Borgne,  he  was  enabled  to  choose  his  point 
of  attack.  It  became,  therefore,  an  object  of  importance  to 
obstruct  the  numerous  bayous  and  canals  leading  from  that 
lake  to  the  highlands  on  the  Mississippi.  This  important  ser-^ 
vice  was  committed  to  major-general  Villere,  commandiAg 
the  district  between  the  river  and  the  lakes, 'whp,  being  a 
pativeof  the  country,  was  presumed  to  be  best  acquainted 
with  all  these  passes.  Unfortunately,  however,  t^  .picket 
which  the  general  had  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou 
Bienvenu,  and  which,  notwithstanding  general  Jackson's  or- 
ders, had  been  left  unobstrv|cted,  was  completely  surprised, 
anc[  the  enemy  penetrated  through  a  canal  leading  to  bis  farm, 
about  two  leagues  below  the  city,  and  succeeded  m  cutting  off 
a  comply  of  militia  stationed  there.  This  intelligence  waa 
communicated  to  Japkson  about  12  o'clock  on  the  23d.  His 
force  at  this  time  consisted  of  parts  of  the  Tth  and  44th  regi- 
ments, not  exceeding  600  together,  thei  city  militia,  a  part 
of  general  Coffee's  brigade  of  mounted  gun-men,  and  the  de« 
tache4  militia  from  the  western  division  of  Tennessee,  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Carrol.  These  two  last  corps 
Ifiere  stationed  four  miles  above  the  city.  ^  App^^I^enduiij  ^ 
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double  attack  by  the  uray  of  Chef  Menteur,  general  Caitora 
force,  and  the  militia  of  the  city,  were  left  posted  on  the  Gen* 
tilly  road,  and  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M«  Jackson  marched  to  meet 
the  enemy,  whom  he  was  resolved  to  attack  in  his  first  posi- 
tion, with  major  Hind's  dragoons,  general  Coffee's  brigade, 
parts  of  the  7th  and  44th  regiments,  the  uniformed  companies 
of  militia,  under  the  command  of  major  Planche,  200  men  of 
colour,  chiefly  from  St*  Domingo,  and  a  detachment  of  artil* 
lery,  under  the  direction  of  colonel  M^Rea,  with  2  six-poun* 
ders,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Spots,  not  exceeding 
in  all  1500  men* 

$  14.  Jackson  arrived  near  the  (nemy^s  encampment  about 
7,  and  immediately  made  his  dispositions  for  the  attack.  The 
enemy's  forces,  amounting  at  that  time  on  land  to  about  3000, 
extended  half  a  mile  on  the  river,  and  in  the  rear  nearly  to 
the  wood.  General  Coffee  was  ordered  to  turn  their  right, 
while,  with  the  residue  of  the  force, ,  Jackson  attacked  his 
strongest  position  on  the  left  near  the  river.  ~  Commodore 
Patterson,  having  dropped  down  the  river  in  the  schooner  Car« 
oline,  was  directed  to  open  a  fire  upon  their  camp,  which  he 
executed  about  half  after  7.*  This  being  the  signal  of  attack, 
general  Coffee's  men,  with  their  usual  impetuosity,  rushed  on 
the  enemy's  right  and  entered  their  camp)  while  Jackson's 
troops,  advanced  with  equal  ardour* 

UnJFortunately,  a  thick  fog,  which  arose  about  eight  o'clock, 
caused  some  confusion  among  the  different  corps.  Fearing 
the  consequences^under  this  circumstance,  of  the  further  pro- 
secution^ of  a  night  attack  with  troops  then  acting  together 
for  die  first  time,  Jackson  contented  himself  with  lying  on  the 
$iAd  tiiat  night ;  and  at  four  in  the  morning  assumed  a  stronger 
position  about  two  miles  nearer  to  the  city. 

In  this  action  the  American  loss  was  24  killed,  115  wound- 
ed, and  74  missing ;  the  British  loss  amounted  to  46  killed, 
167  wounded,  and  64  missing. 

$  15.  The  country  between  New  Orleans  and  the  sea  is  one 
extensive  swamp,  excepting  the  immediate  banks  of  the  Mis- 
msippi.  These  blanks  are  generally  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
wide,  and  being  higher  than  the  country  behind,  are  dry,  ex- 
cept in  time  of  inundatioiai,  when  the  whole  country  would 
form  one  vast  flood,  were  it  not  for  the  artificial  banks  or  le- 
vees which  have  been  erected  for  the  preservation  of  the 
fiirms  on  this  narrow,  but  fertile  strip  of  land.  The  city  of 
New  Orleans  itself  is  protected  from  the  river  in  the  same 
manner.  "  At  intervals  there  are  bayous  or  outlets  which  pierce 
these  blanks ;  the  water  which  flows  through  them,  however^ 
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never  returns  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  but  finds  its  Wfiy  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  by  other  channels  through  the  swandpa* 

From  this  description  of  the  country,  it  will  be:  perceivedf 
that  New  Orleans  is  extremely  susceptible  of  defence,  aocl 
that  over  a  certain  proportion,  numbers  are  nearly  unavailing^ 
The  position  taken  up  by  general  Jackson  occupied  both  bsmkt 
of  the  river.  On  the  left  it  was  simply  a  straight  line  of  a 
front  of  about  1000  yards,  with  a  parapet,  the  right  resting 
on  the  river,  and  the  left  on  a  wood,  which  commoxucated 
with  the  swamp,  and  the  passage  of  which  had  been  rendered 
impracticable  for  troops.  This  line  was  strengthened  by  flanker 
works,  and  had  a  ditch  with  about  four  feet  of  water.  On 
the  right  bank  was  a  heavy  battery  of  15  guns,  which  enfiladed 
the  whole  front  of  the  position  on  the  left  baok. 

$16.  The  British  having  erected  a  battery  in  the  night  of 
the  26th,  succeeded,  on  the  following  day,  in  blowing  up  tbe 
schooner  Caroline,  which  lay  becalmed  a  short  distance  adbove 
in  the  Mississippi.  Her  crew,  however,  had  previously  mado 
their  escape.  Emboldened  by  this  event,  the  enemy  inan;hed 
'  his  whole  force  on  the  28th  up  the  ievee,  in  the  hope  of  driving 
the  Americans  from  their  position,  and  with  this  view  opened 
upon  them,  at  the  distance,  of  about  half  a  mile,  his  bomba  and 
rockets.  He  was  repulsed,  however,  with  the  loss  of  16  kill- 
ed, and  38  wounded.  The  American  loss  was  7  killed^  and 
8  Woimded. 

Another  attempt  was  made  upon  the  American  linea  on  the 
1st  of  January.  The  enemy  having  the  preceding  night  erect* 
ed  a  battery  near  the  works,  in  the  morning  opened  a  heavy 
fire  from  it,  and  made  two  bold  attempts  to  force  and  turn  the 
left  wing,  in  both  of  which  they  were  repulsed ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  night  they  retreated  to  their  lines,  leaving  all  their 
guns  on  the  battery,  which  they  had  previously  spiked,  and  a  > 
considerable  quantity  of  ammunition,  working-tools,  and  their 
dead  unburied.  Their  loss  on  this  occasion  was  32  kilKd,  4A 
woundqd,  and  2  missing;  that  of  the  Americans,  11  killed 
and  23  wounded. 

General  Jatkson  was  reinforced  by  2500  Kentucky  militia 
on  the  4th,  and  on  the  6th  the  British  were  joined  by  geneni 
Laml>ert,  at  the  head  of  the  second  part  of  the  expecUtion* 
Serious  preparations  were  now  made  for  storming  the  Ameri- 
can works. 

§17'-  On  the  night  of  the  JTth,  with  infinite  labour,  the  British 
succeeded  in  getting  their  boats  into  the  Mississippi,  by  wi- 
dening and  deepening  the  channel  of  the  bayou,  from  which 
they  had  about  two  weeks  before  effected  their  disembarka- 
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tioD.  Though  these  opera^ons  were  not  unperceived,  it  was 
not  in  Jackson's  power  to  impede  them  by  a  general  attack : 
ijtie  nature  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  mo^dy  militia, 
rendering  it  too  hazardous  to  attempt  extensive  offensive 
movements  in  an  open  country,  against  a  numerous  and  well« 
disciplined  army.  Although  his  forces,  as  to  number,  had 
been  increased  by  the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  division,  his 
strength  had  received  very  little  addition ;  a  small  portion  only 
of  thi|t  detachment  being  provided  with  arms.  Compelled 
thus  to  wait  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  Jackson,  however,  took 
every  measure  to  repel  it  when  it  should  be  made,  and  to  de- 
feat die  object  in  view. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy,  after  throwing 
a  heavy  shower  of  bombs  and  Congreve  rockets,  advanced 
their  columns  on  the  right  and  left  to  storm  the  entrenchments 
oil  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  throwing  over  a  conside* 
raUe  force  in  his  boats  at  the  same  time  to  the  right  bank* 
The  entrenchments  on  the  right  bank,  were  occupied  by  gene- 
ral Morgan,  with  the  New  Orleans  contingent,  the  Louisiana 
milida,  and  a  sjtrong  detachment  of  the  Kentucky  troops ; 
general  Jackson,  with  the  Tennessee  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Kentuclt^  militia,  occupied  the  works  on  the  left  bank. 

The  columns  of  the  enemy  advanced  in  good  order  towards 
Jackson's  entrenchments,  the  men  shouldering  their  muskets, 
and  aU  carrying  fascines,  and  some  with  ladders.  The  batte- 
ries now  opened  an  incessant  fire  on  the  British  columns^ 
which  continued  to  advance  in  pretty  good  order,  until,  in  a 
few  minutes,  the  musketry  of  the  militia  joining  their  fire  with 
that  of  the  artillery,  began  to  make  an  impression  on  them, 
which  soon  threw  them  into  confusion.  At  this  time  the  noise 
of  the  continued  rolling  fire  resembled  the  concussion  of  tre- 
mendous peals  of  thunder.  For  some  time  the  British  offi- 
cers succeeded  in  animating  the  courage  of  their  troops,  al- 
though every  discharge  from  the  batteries  opened  the  columns, 
mowmg  down  whole  files,  which  were  almost  instantaneously 
rej^aced  by  new  troops  coming  up  close  after  the  first :  but 
dme  also  shared  the  same  fate,  until  at  last,  after  35  minutes 
continued  firing,  through  which  a  few  platoons  advanced  to  the 
edge  of  die  ditch,  the  columns  broke  and  retreated  in  confii- 
^on. 

A  second  attack  was  received  in  the  same  manner.  The 
British  were  forced  to  retreat,  with  an  immense  loss.  But  vain 
was  the  Uttempt  of  the  officers  to  bring  them  up  a  third  time. 
The  soldiers  were  insensible  to  every  thing  but  danger,  and 
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saw  nothing  but  death,  which  had  struck  so  many  of  their 
comrades. 

Near  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  general  Packenham^ 
the  British  commander-in-chief,  lost  his  life  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  soon  after  generals  Keane  and  Gibbs  were  carried 
off  the  field  dangerously  wounded.  A  great  many  other  offi' 
cers  of  rank  fell,  and  the  plain  between  the  front  line  of  the 
British  and  the  American  works,  a  distance  of  400  yards,  wa» 
literally  covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded*  At  this 
time  general  Jackson's  loss  was  only  seven  killed  and  six 
wounded* 

The  entire  destruction  of  the  British  army  had  now  been  in- 
evitable, had  not  an  unfortunate  occurrence  at  this  moment 
taken  phice  on  the  right  bank  of  the  riven  The  troops  which 
had  landed  there  were  hardy  enough  to  advance  against  the 
works,  and  at  the  very  moment  when  their  entire  discomfiture 
was  looked  for  with  confidence,  the  Kentucky  militia  ingl6ri« 
ously  fled,  drawing  after  them,  by  their  example,  the  remain* 
der  of  the  forces*  Commodore  Ps^tterson,  who  commanded  ' 
the  batteries,  was  of  course  forced  to  abandon  them,  after  spik- 
ing his  guns* 

This  unfortunate  rout  totally  changed  the  aspect  of  affairs* 
The  enemy  now  occupied  a  position  from  which  he  could  an- 
noy Jackson  without  hazard,  ^nd  by  means  of  which  he  might 
have  been  enabled  to  defeat,  in  a  great  measure,  the  effects  of 
the  success  of  the  Americans  on  the  other  side  of  the  rivers- 
It  became,  therefore,  an  object  of  the  first  consequence  to  dis- 
lodge him  as  soon  as  possible*  For  this  object,  all  the  means 
which  Jackson  could  \rith  any  safety  use,  were  immediatefy' 
put  in  preparation.  But  so  great  had  been  the  loss  of  tl^ 
British  on  the  left  bank,  that  they  were  not  able  to  spare  a 
sufficient  number  of  troops  to  hold  the  position  which  they  had 
gained  on  the  right  bank  without  jeopardizing  the  safety  ol* 
the  whole*  The  troops  were  therefore  withdrawn,  and  Jack- 
son immediately  regained  the  lost  position* 

The  spirit  ^f  atrocity  and  vengeance,  which  marked  the 
conduct  of  the  British  during  the  campaign,  was  manifested 
even  \n  thid  battle,  although  they  suffered  so  signal  a  defeats 
After  their  final  repulse  on  the  left  bank,  numbers  of  the  Ame- 
rican troops,  prompted  merely  by  sentiments  of  humanity, 
went,  of  their  own  accord,  in  front  of  their  lines,  to  assist  th& 
wounded  British,  to  give  them  drink,  and  to  carry  them  (a» 
they  did  several  of  them  on  their  backs)  within  the  lines* 
While  they  were  thus  employed,  they V  ere  actually  fired  upon, 
and  aeversd  killed*    Yet  the  others,  regardless  of  the  danger. 
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persevered  in  their  laudable  purpose.  This  instance  of  base- 
ness may  have  proceeded  from  individuals ;  nor  would  it  in 
common  cases  be  presumed,  that  the  men  were  ordered  to 
fire  by  their  officers :  but  if  the  fact  be,  as  has  been  repeated* 
ly  asserted  without  contradiction,  that  the  watchword  of  the 
day  was  the  significant  words  ^^  beauty  and  booty ^^^  no  charge, 
would  seem  too  atrocious  for  belief  against  the  British  com- 
manders* 

The  total  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  action  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  was  13  killed,  39  wounded,  and  19  missing.  The 
British  aicknowledge  a  loss  of  293  killed,  1267  wounded,  and 
4M  missing.  About  lOpo  stand  of  arms  of  different  descrip- 
tions were  taken  by  the  Americans. 

The  British  having  retired  to  their  old  position,  continued 
to  occupy  it  till  the  night  of  the  18th,  although  constandy  fm- 
noyed  by  the  American  artillery  on  bojh  sides  of  the  river,  jf^t 
liiMuipight  they  precipitately  decamped,  and  returned  to  t)iejr 
boats,  leaving  behind,  under  medical  attendance,  80  wounded, 
including  two  officers.  Fourteen  pieces  pf  heavy  artillery,  and 
a  quantity  of  shot,  were  also  abandoned,  and  a  gre^t  deal  of 
powder,  which,  however,  was  previously  destroyed.  But, 
such  was  the  situation  of  the  ground  which  thie  enemy  aban- 
doned, smd  of  that  through  ^hich  he  retired,  protected  by  ca- 
nals, redoubts,  entrenchments,  and  swamps  pn  his  right,  and 
the  river  on  his  left,  that  Jackson  could  not,  without  encounter- 
ing a  risk  which  true  policy  did  not  seem  to  require  or  to  au- 
diorise,  attempt  to  annoy  him  much  on  his  retreat.  He  took 
only  eight  prisoners.  / 

Commodore  Patterson,  however,  dispatched  five  boats  and 
^  ^&P^^°^d  smd  armed  with  50  men,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Shields,  purser  on  the  New  Orleans  station,  to 
annoy  the  retreat  of  the  British.  On  the  night  of  the  19th,  a 
boat  lymg  at  anchor  was  captured  by  surprise,  without  resist- 
ance, containing  40  dragoons  and  14  seamen.  The  prisoners 
exceeding  the  detachment  in  numbers,  Shields  returned,  and 
fdadttg  them  in  charge  of  the  army,  again  set  out  in  pursuit, 
Ukiht  hope  of  intercepting  some  of  the  enemy's  boats  about 
4ay-light,  but  without  succes9* 

pn  the  morning  of  the  21st,  Shields  once  more  pushed  oQ* 
among  the  transports  of  the  enemy,  and  captured  several,  but' 
unfortunately,  oyving  to  a  strong  tontrary  wind,  he  was  not 
able  to  bring  them  off ;  some  of  them  were  therefore  given  up 
io  the  parodied  prisoners,  and  the  remainder  destroyed.  Se- 
venty-eight prisoners  were  brought  in  by  this  intrepid  litde 
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$  18.  Meandme  the  British  fleet  having  proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi,  bombardecl  Fort  St.  Philip  for  eight  or  nine  days; 
but  not  being  able  to  make  any  impression,  /they  commenced 
their  retreat  about  the  same  time  that  the  army  above  em- 
barked in  their  boats,  viz.  on  the  18th  of  January.  The  bom- 
barding vessels  were  stationed  most  of  the  time  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  guns  of  the  fort.  Major  Overton,  the  commander, 
lost  only  two  killed  and  seven  wounded. 

We  have  never  seen  any  official  statement  of  the  forces  em- 
ployed in  this  expedition ;  but  the  most  probable  cakulatiim 
m^es  the  force  landed  below  New;Orleans,  about  15,000, 
viz.  11,000  land-troops,  and  4000  sailors  and  marines.  So 
con$dent  were  the  British  of  success,  that  collectors  of  the 
customs  and  other  civil  officers  attended  the  expedition,  seve- 
ral of  whom  were  among  the  pirisoners  taken  by  Shields,  on 
the  retreat  of  the  army. 

§  19.  As  soon  as  the  British  troops  were  embarked  on  board 
their  shipping,  the  squadron  made  tor  Mobile  bay,  and  eom- 
pletely  invested  Fort  Bowyer  both  by  land  and  water.  A  large 
forcewaslanded  on  the  18th  of  February,  who  made  reguhir 

roaches,  keeping  up  a  constant  firing,  until  the  1 1th,  v^bett, 
approaches  being  within  pistol-shot  of  the  foit,  colonel 
Lawrence  was  summoned  to  surrender.  Resistance  being,  un- 
javailing  against  the  overwhehning  force  of  the  enemy,  dr&cleia 
of  capitulation  were  agreed  to,  surrendering  the  fort  to  ^le 
British,  the  garrison,  consisting  of  366  men,  including  officers, 
being  considered  prisoners  of  war.  On  the  10th  and  llth^ 
general  Winchester,  who  commanded  at  Mobile,  threw  a  de- 
tachment across  the  bay  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Bowyer,  but  too 
laite  to  effisct  any  thing,  except  the  capture  of  one  of  the  British 
barges,  with  17  men. 

$  20.  While  these  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  a  considerable  force  was  stationed  off  the  costttdf 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  menacing  Charieston  and  Savaii^ 
nah.  They  took  possession  of  Cumberland  island,  as  a  ndiK* 
tary  station,  but  nothing  of  consequence  was  effected  dp,  the 
main,  excepting  the  capture  of  St.  Mary's,  by  a  detachment 
under  admiral  Cockbum,  who  again  returned  to  Cumberknid 
island^  after  they  effected  their  purpose  by  the  destruction  of 
the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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§  1.  Cruize  of  the  Essex.  ^  2.  Captain  Porter's  reception  at  Valpa- 
raiso. §  6.  Destruction  of  the  British  commerce  in  the  Pacific.  §4. 
Happah  war.  $  5.  Typee  war.  §  6.  Madison's  Island.  $  7.  Cap- 
ture of  the  Essex.  §  8.  Sequel  of  the  cruize.  §  9.  Result  of  the 
campaign  on  the  ocean.  §  10.  Destruction  of  the  General  Arm* 
strong.  §  11.  Peace  between  America  and  Great  Britain.  §  13.  Its 
reception  in  the  two  countries.    §  13.  Lessons  taught  by  the  war. 

'§!•  JCIAVING  thus  reviewed  every  important  military 
event,  wc  shall  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  ocean,  where  our 
qniizers  continued  to  range  with  unabated  vigour,  an(|  where,  to 
^uae  the  querulous  language  of  the  British  journalists,  ^^  if  they 
fight, they  are  sure  to  conquer;  if  they  fly,  they  are  sure  to 
escape." 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  October,  181 2,  the  Constitution 
and  Hornet  sailed  from  Boston  on  a  cruize,  which  proved 
memorable  by  the  destruction  of  the  Java  by  the  former,  and 
diat  of  the  Peacock  by  the  latter.  The  Essex,  captain  Porte^, 
sailed  from  the  Delaware  about  the  same  time,  under  orders 
to  join  commodore  Bainbridge,  who  commanded  the  squadron* 
Porter  left  the  capes  on  the  28th  of  October,  and  steered  for 
the  Cape  de  Verd  islands,  the  first  appointed  rendezvous, 
crossing  the  track  of  the  homeward-bound  British  Indiamen, 
and  the  outward-bound  West  Indiamen.  Without  meeting 
any  enemy's  vessels,  he  reached  St.  J  ago,  and  put  into  Port 
Praya  for  supplies.  On  the  29th  of  November  he  left  the 
Cape  de  Verds  for  the  Brazil  coast.  A  few  days  after,  a  Bri* 
tish  packet  was  captured,  with  about  1855,000  in  specie, 
^Uch  being  taken  out,  the  vessel  was  dispatched  with  g  pris^e- 
master.  to  the  United  States* 

The  islancl  of  Fernando  de  Noronba,  the  second  place  of 
rendezvous,  was  reached  on  the  14th  of  December.  Here 
Porter  received  a  communication  from  the  commodore,  ad- 
dressed to  him  under  the  fictitious  title  of  sir  Tames  Lucas 
Yeo,  stating  that  he  would  find  him  off  Cape  Fno.  Without 
entering  the  port,  therefore,  the  Essex  stood  to  the  southward. 
Near  Rio  de  Janeiro  a  British  schooner  was  captured,  and 
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after  taking  the  prisoners  out,  it  was  discovered,  that  about  an 
^.  hour  before  their  capture,  they  had  parted  with  a  small  convoy 

of  British  vessels,  under  charge  of  the  Juniper,  a  three-masted[ 
schooner.  All  sail,  therefore,  was  immediately  made  in  pur* 
suit,  but  every  eflFort  to  reach  them  proved  abortive.  During 
the  pursuit  intelligence  was  received,  frpm  different  vessels^^ 
,  first  of  the  blockade  of  the  Bonne  Citoyenne  by  the  Constitu- 

tion and  Hornet,  and  afterwards  of  the  capture  of  an  American 
vessel  by  the  Montagu  74,  which  captain  Porter  strongly 
suspected  to  be  the  Hornet,  with  the  addition  that  the  Mon- 
tagu had  gone  in  pursuit  of  the  frigate. 

This  intelligence  removed  all  expectations  of  the  Essex  be- 
ing enabled  to  join  commodore  Bainbridge ;  and  it  becanie 
absolutely  necessarf',  therefore,  for  Porter  to  depart  from  the 
letter  of  his  instructions.  He  accordingly  determined  to  pur- 
sue that  course  which  seemed  best  calculated  to  injure  the 
eneniy,  ^nd  to  enable  the  cruize  to  be  prolonged.  Tl;^s 
could  only  be  done  by  going  into  a  friendly  port,  where  sup- 

!>lies  could  be  procured,  without  the  danger  of  blockade ;  and 
he  most  suitable  place  for  that  purpose  seemed  to  be  the  poit 
of  Conception,  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  The  season,  it  being  now 
the  end  of  January,  was,  to  be  sure,  far  advanced  for  doubling 
Cape  Horn;  the  stock  of  provisions  also  was  short,  and  the 
ship  in  other  respects  not  well  supplied  with  stores  for  so 
long  a  cruize.  But  there  appeared  to  Porter  no  other  choicp 
left,  except  capture,  starvation,  or  blockade.  This  course 
seemed  to  him  the  more  justifiable,  also,  as  it  accorded  with 
the  views  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
commodore.  Before  the  declaration  of  war.  Porter  had  laid 
before  the  secretary  a  plan  for  annoying  the  enemy's  commerce 
^,  in  the  Pacific,  which  had  been  approved  of ;  and  prior  to  this 

cruize,  commodore  Bainbridge  having  requested  his  opinion 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  annoying  the  enemy,  Porter  had  laid 
the  same  plan  before  him.  This  had  also  been  approved  of 
by  the  commodore,  who  signified  his  intention  to  pursue  it^ 
provided  supplies  oif  provisions  could  be  procured.  Although 
there  was  considerable  responsibility  attached  to  this  proceed- 
ing^ and  the  undertaking  was  greater  than  had  yet  been  en- 
gaged in  by  ^^Y  single  ship  in  similar  pursuits,  yet  the  sea- 
son admitting  of  ho  delay.  Porter,  immediately  on  getting  to 
^ea,  stood  to  the  southward,  and  the  crew  were  put  on  short 
allowatice  of  provisions,  in  order  to  husband  them  for  the  long 
Voyagie  on  Which  they  were  now  embarked. 

Cape  Horn  Was  doubled  about  the  middle  of  February, 
amidst  tremendous  storms ;  and  the  £ssex  surmounted  all  the 
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dangers  of  hurricanes,  fogs,  and  breakers,  by  the  intrepidity  of 
her  commander,  and  the  distinguished  coolness  and  activity  of 
her  crew,  to  which  .the  uAcom  mondegree  of  health  they  enjoy- 
ed, from  the  judicious  akrangements  of  captain  Porter,  not  a 
litde  contributed.  In  the  latitude  of  about  40^  souths  plea- 
iBant  moderate  weather  succeeded  to  the  incessant  storms  and 
severe  cold  experienced  in  the  passage  around  the  stormy 
cape,  ^d  on  the  6th  of  March,  the  Essex  came  to  an  anchor 
off  an  uninhabited  island  called  Mocha,  in  the  latitude  of 
about  38^  15'  S.  about  eight  leagues  distant  from  the  coast  of 
Chili.  At  Mocha,  a  considerable  supply  of  fresh  provisions 
was  procured  by  shooting  the  wild  hogs  and  horses  which 
abound  in  that  island.  l1ie  flesh  of  the  latter  was  found  to 
be  the  preferable  food,  that  of  the  hogs  being  tough. 

§  2.  Porter,  again  steering  his  course  along  the  iron-bound 
coast  of  Chili,  on  the  15th  of  March  put  into  the  port  of  Val- 
paraiso, where,  contrary  to  his  expectations,  he  .was  received 
witit  the  utmost  attention  and  hospitality.  This  arose  from 
the  change  which  had  lately  taken  place  here,  tl)e  Chilians 
having  assumed  the  government,  though  without  absolutely 
declaring  themselves  independent  of  old  Spain.  The  arrival 
of  an  American  frigate  was  considered  a  most  happy  event, 
and  was  celebrated  in  their  capital,  St.  Jago,  by  illuminations 
and  the  ringing  of  bells.  It  was  generally  believed  in  Chili, 
that  Porter  had  brought  proposals  for  a  friendly  alliance,  and 
assurances  of  assistance  in  tbeir  struggle  for  independence ; 
and  this  construction  he  thought  it  politic  rather  to  encourage, 
as  it3uited  his  views  of  readily  obtaining  supplies. 

$  3.  ITie  Essex  remained  a  week  at  Valparaiso.  During 
that  tin^e  two  Soanish  vessels  had  sailed  for  Lima,  which  ren- 
dered its  speedy  departure  necessary,  as  they  would  certainly 
communicate  the  intelligence  of  its  arrival  to  the  enemy,  and 
as  it  was  Porter's  intention  to  visit  that  coast  next,  for,  JFrom 
all  accounts,  the  coast  of  Peru,  and  from  there  to  the  Gallapa- 
gos  islands,  was  the  favourite  fishing-ground  of  the  British 
whalers.  Porter  accordingly  ran  down  the  coast  of  Chili  and 
Peru,* and  thence  proceeded  to  the  Gallapagos  islands.  In  this 
track  he  fell  in  with  the  Peruvian  corsair,  which  he  disarmed, 
and-among  the  Gallapagos  captured  the  three  British  whalers, 
of  which  an  account  has  already  been  given  in  the  second  vo- 
lume of  this  work*. 

The  Essex  remained  six  months  at  the  Gallapagos  islands, 
during  which,  however,  one  trip  was  made  to  Tumbez,  on  the 
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coast  of  Peru,  where  a  number  of  prisoners  were landed  on  pa- 
role. During  the  cruize  among  those  islands,  the  whole  of 
the  valuable  British  whale-vessels  in  the  Pacific  were  cap- 
tured; excepting  one  which  had  been  laid  up  at  Coquimbo  for 
the  wanjf  of  guns,  she  having  been  disarmed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Chili,  in  consequence  of  the  active  part  she  had  taken 
in  favour  of  the  Peruvians,  who  adhered  to  Ferdinand.  The 
Value  of  these  prizes  to  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars.  By  this  cruize,  too,  the  whole  of 
the  American  whale-ships  were  rescued  from  certain  capture, 
and  protected  in  those  seas  until  the  proper  season  for  their  re- 
turn to  the  United  States.  The  captured  vessels  were  twelve 
in  number,  carrying,  in  the  whole,  107  guns,  and  302  men. 
Two  of  the  prizes  were  given  up  to  the  prisoners,  three  were 
sent  to  Valparaiso,  where  they  were  laid  up,  and  three  were 
sent  to  the  United  States.  Lieutenant  Downes  convoyed  the 
prizes  sent  to  Valparaiso,  in  another  prize,  which  had  been 
fitted  up  as  a  cruizer,  under  the  nantie  of  the  Essex  Junior. 
He  rejoined  captain  Porter  at  the  Gallapagos  on  the  30th  of 
September,  and  brought  letters  from  Valparaiso,  containing 
information  that  a  squadron,  under  the  command  of  commo- 
dore James  Hillyar,  consisting  of  the  frigate  Phoebe,  of  36 
guns,  the  Racoon  and  Cherub  sloops  of  war^  and  a  store-ship 
of  20  guns,  had  sailed  from  England  in  pursuit  of  the  Essexi 
That  the  Racoon  and  Cherub  had  been  -seeking  her  for  some 
time  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  had  then  proceeded  in  quest 
of  her  to  the  Pacific. 

The  Essex  had  now  been  nearly  a  year  at  sea,  almost  with- 
out intermission,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  required  conside- 
rable repairs  to  put  her  in  a  proper  state  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Captain .  Porter,  therefore,  determined  to  steer  for  the  Wash- 
ington Islands  for  that  purpose,  and,  on  the  2d  of  October,  tht 
Essex,  in  company  with  the  Essex  Junior,  Greenwich,  Serin- 
gapatam.  New  Zealander,  and  the  Sir  Andrew  Hammond, 
finally  left  the  Gallapagos,  or  the  Enchanted  Isles,  as  some 
have  called  them,  from  the  difficulty  of  clearing  them,  owing 
to  the  currents  and  baffling  winds.  These  islands  are  describ- 
ed by  captain  Porter  as  being  all  of  volcanic  origin,  and  totally 
devoid  of  running  streams.  There  are  some  fe^  springs,  but 
the  water  is  quickly  absorbed  by  the  loose  and  thirsty  lava 
and  cinders,  of  which  these  islands  are  principally  composed. 
When  Porter  visited  them,  their  only  inhabitants  were  tor- 
toises, guanas,  lizards,  and  snakes,  but  as  he  lost  a  number  of 
goats  which  were  put  on  shore  to  graze,  the  probability  is  that 
they  will  soon  be  stocked  by  these  useful  animals.    The  turdes 
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are  in  such  abundance  as  to  furnish  plentiful  supplies  of  fresh 
provision  for  ships  stopping  there. 

$4«  The  Marquesas,  of  which  the  Washington  groupe 
forms  apart, are  situated  between  the  latitude  of  6^ and  11? 
S.  and  1S6°  and  142°  W.  from  London.  Captain  Porter, 
with  his  squadron,  arrived  at  the  island  called  Nooaheevah  by 
the  natives,  on  which  Porter  bestowed  the  name  of  Madison's 
Island,  in  honour  of  the  American  president.  Here  a  fine 
bay  was  discovered,  which  appeared  to  oifef  every  advantage 
that  could  be  desired.  A  friendly  intercourse  was  soon  opened 
with  the  natives  dwelling  near  the  beach ;  but  their  operations 
on  shore  were  threatened  to  be  disturbed  by  the  natives  of  a 
neighbouring  valley,  who  were  at  war  with  those  among  whom 
Porter  had  landed.  On  the  capture  of  one  of  their  strong 
holds,  however,  by  a  party  of  sailors,  who  accompanied  the 
fiiendly  natives,  the  hostile  Indians  gladly  accepted  of  the 
peace  offered  by  Porter,  on  the  condition  of  establishing  a 
friendly  commerce  with  him.  The  Indians  now  erected  a 
little  village  for  the  reception  of  the  articles  taken  out  of  the 
Essex,  in  order  to  her  repairs,  and  the  greatest  harmony  pre- 
vailed between  the  Americans  and  most  of  the  tribes  of  the 
island,  who  brought  plentiful  supplies  of  provisions  in  ex- 
change for  pieces  of  iron,  fish-hooks,  and  whales'  teeth. 

§  5.  But  the  conduct  of  the  Typees,  one  of  the  most  nume- 
rous and  warlike  tribes  in  the  island,  again  threatened  to  put  a 
speedy  stop  to  the  useful  intercourse  established  with  the  na- 
tives. ,  They  continually  insulted  the  friendly  Indians,  calling 
them  cowards  for  submitting  to  the  white  men,  to  whom  they 
applied  the  most  degrading  epithets.  In  reply  to  a  messenger 
whom  Porter  sent  to  their  valley,  to  induce  them  to  remain  at 
peace,  and  to  require  an  exchange  of  presents  as  a  proof  of 
their  friendly  disposition,  they  desired' to  know  why  they 
should  seek  his  friendship,  and  why  they  should  bring  him  y/ i . 
hogs  and  fruit  ?  If  he  was  strong  enough,  they  said,  they  I 
knew  he  would  come  and  take  them :  his  not  doing  so  was  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  weakness.  Porter  was  extremely 
averse  from  engaging  in  a  useless  warfare  with  these  people  ; 
but  he  conceived  that  necessity  compelled  him  to  take  some 
stieps  to  punish  them,  in  order  to  secure  the  friendship  of  the 
otmr  Indians,  who  made  no  secret  of  their  belief  that  his 
backwardness  to  engage  in  war  arose  solely  from  cowardice. 
A  distant  day  was  therefore  appointed  for  an  expedition 
against  the  Typees,  and  in  the  mean  while  Porter  practised 
every  means  to  inspire  them  with  peaceable  views,  by  making 
them  acquainted  with  the  deadly  effects  of  fire-arms.     But 
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they  felt  too  conscious  of  their  numbers,  and  of  the  natural 
strength  of  their  valley,  sunrounded  by  mountains  impenetra- 
ble, as  they  believed,  to  white  men,  to  listen  to  peaceable  over- 
tures ;  and  in  this  disposition  they  were  confirmed  by  the 
event  of  the  first  attempt  made  to  enter  their  country.  Thirty- 
five  men,  with  captain  Porter  at  their  head,  landed  in  their 
valley,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  makct  any  impression  on  them  with  this  small 
force ;  and  after  penetrating  through  marshes  and  thickets, 
through  which  they  had  to  fight  their  way,  the  progress  of  the 
party  was  finally  stopped  by  a  strong  wall  seven  feet  high, 
flanked  by  impenetrable  thickets. 

The  situation  of  the  party  was  at  this  moment  peculiarly  ha- 
zardous. The  surrounding  hills  were  covered  by  those  In- 
dians, who  at  present  professed  friendship.  Great  numbers 
also  had  landed  with  them,  but  they  had  taken  little  or  no  part 
in  the  contest,  and  the  appearance  of  a  defeat,  it  was  supposed, 
would  bring  on  an  attack  from  the  tribe  that  had  been  before 
defeated,  if  not  by  the  whble  force  of  the  island.  A  retreat 
was  therefore  feigned,  in  order  to  draw  the  Indians  from  their 
fort,  £fnd  in  an  instant  they  rushed  upon  the  party  with  hi- 
deous yells*  The  first  and  second  which  advanced  were  kill- 
ed, and  those  who  attempted  to  carry  them  off  were  wound- 
ed ;  on  seeing  which,  they  abandoned  their  dead,  and  precipi- 
tately retreated  to  their  fort.  Porter  was  now  suffered  to  re- 
treat nearly  unmolested.  On  arriving  at  the  beach  a  messenger 
was  again  dispatched  to  offer  peace,  but  they  only  answered  by 
a  challenge  to  renew  the  contest. 

Porter  now  determined  to  embark,  as  the  Indians  had  aH 
descended  the  hills,  and  the  defeat  of  the  white  men  by  the 
Typees  formed  the  universal  topic  of  conversation.  The  puI^• 
ishment  of  the  hostile  natives  being  deemed,  however,  more. 
/  important  than  ever,  a  large  body  was  next  day  marched  tO 
their  valley  across  the  mountains,  and  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
treme difficulties  of  the  route,  penetrated  into  their  country^ 
and  completely  drove  them  out  of  the  valley.  We  regret  to 
say,  that  the  whole  of  their  villages  were  burned  and  laid 
.  waste,  as,  though  the  practice  is  usual  in  Indian  warfare,  we 
cannot  perceive  that  the  same  necessity  existed  that  can  be 
urged  for  this  measure  in  contests  with  the  Indians  in  our  own 
territory. 

The  Typees  were  now  glad  to  accept  of  the  satoe  terms  of 
peace  which  they  had  before  scorned,  and  every  tribe  on  the 
island  courted  the  friendship  of  the  whites. 
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§  6.  Previous  to  the  Typee  war,  a  fort  had  been  erected  in 
the  valley  where  Porter  first  landed,  by  permission  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  hoisted,  and  the 
island  formally  ta|s:en  possession  of  in  the  name  of  the  Ameri- 
can govemmept)  by  the  title  of  Madison's  Island,  under  a  sa- 
lilte  of  }7  guns.  The  object  of  the  ceremony  being  explained 
to  the  inhabitants,  they  expressed  much  pleasure  at  the  idea  of 
being  adopted  Mellickees^  as, they  called  the  Americans. 

The  Essex  being  now  completely  repaired,  and  provisions 
{or  four  months  laid  in,  she  sailed  for  Valparaiso  on  the  12th 
of  December,  in  company  with  the  Essex  Junior*  The  three 
prizes  were  secured  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  left  in 
charge  of  lieutenant  Gamble  of  the  marines,  and  21  men,  with 
orders  to  proceed  to  Valparaiso  after  a  certain  period. 

$  r.  Shortly  after  captain  Porter  reached  Valparaiso,  com- 
modore Hillyar  arrived  there  in  the  Phsbe  frigate,  accompa- 
nijs4  by  the  Cherub  sloop  of  war.  These  ships,  having  been 
sent  out  expressly  to  seek  for  the  Essex,  were  in  prime  order 
apd  equipment,  with  picked  crews,  and  hoisted  flags  bearing 
the  motto  ^^  God  and  country,  British  sailors'  best  rights : 
traitors  offend  bothy  This  was  in  opposition  to  Porter's  motto 
of  ''  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  and  the  latter  part  of  it 
suggested,  doubtless,  by  error  industriously  cherished,  that  the 
American  crews  were  chiefly  composed  of  English  seamen.  In 
reply  to  this  motto.  Porter  hoisted  at  his  mizen,  "  God,  our 
country,  and  liberty :  tyrants  offend  them."  On  entering  the 
harbour,  the  Phoebe  fell  foul  of  the  Essex  in  such  manner  as 
to  lay  her  at  the  mercy  of  captain  Porter ;  out  of  respect  to  the 
neutrality  of  the  port,  however,  he  did  not  take  advantage  of 
her  exposed  situation*  This  forbearance  was  afterwards  ac- 
knowledged by  commodore  Hillyar,  and  he  passed  his  word  of 
honour  to  observe  like  conduct  while  they  remained  in  port. 
They  continued,  therefore,  while  in  harbour  and  on  shore,  in 
the  mutual  excliapge  of  courtesies  and  kind  offices,  that  should 
characterize  the  private  intercourse  between  civilized  and  ge- 
nerous enemies  ;  and  the  crews  of  the  respective  ships  often 
mingled  together,  and  passed  nautical  jokes  and  pleasantries 
from  one  to  the  other. 

On  getting  their  provisions  on  board,  the  Phod)e  and  Cherub 
went  off  the  port,  where  they  cruized  for  six  weeks,  rigorously 
blockading  captain  Porter.  Their  united  force  amounted  to  81 
guns  and  500  men,  in  addition  to  which  they  took  on  board  the 
crew  of  an  English  letter  of  marque  lying  in  port.  The  force 
of  the  Essex  consisted  of  but  46  guns,  all  of  which,  excepting 
•IX  long  twelves,  were  32  pound  carronades,  only  serviceable 
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in  doae  iigfhting.  Hercrew, having  been  much  reduced  by 
At  manning  o^  prizes,  amounted  to  but  255  men.  The  Eaijez 
Junior  being  only  intended  as  a  store-ship,  mounted  ten  iS 
pound  carronades  and  ten  short  sixes,  with  a  complement  of 
only  60  men. 

This- vast  superiority  of  force  on  the  part  of  the  enem3r^« 
vjtated  all  chance  of  encounter,  on  any  thing  like  equal  tdnamf 
unless  by  express  covenant  between  the  commanders.  CapCwil" 
Porter,  therefore,  endeavoured  repeatedly  to  provoke  a  chat* 
^knge  (the  inferiority  of  his  frigate  to  the  Phoebe  not  justifying 
Um  in  making  the  challenge  himself),  but  without  effect.  Ht 
tried  frequendy  also  to  bring  the  Phoebe  into  single  action ;  bat 
diis  coyEnmodore  Hillyar  warily  avoided,  and  always  kept  his 
diips  so  close  together  as  to  frustrate  captain  Porters  attempts* 
Finding  it  impossible  to  bring  the  enemy  to  equal  combat,' and 
fearing  the  arrival  of  additional  force,  which  he  understood 
was  on  the  way.  Porter  determined  to  put  to  sea  the  finrt 
opportunity  that  should  present.  A  rendezvous  was  accor* 
dmgly  opened  for  the  Essex  Junior,  and  having  ascertained  by 
Tepeated  triak  that  the  Essex  was  a  superior  sailer  to  either  at 
ihe  blockading  ships,  it  was  agreed  that  she  should  let  the 
cnemv  chase  her  off;  thereby  giving  the  Essex  Junior  an  oJh 
portunity  of  escaping. 

On  the  next  day,  the  28th  of  March^  1 814,  the  wind  came  da 
to  blow  fresh  from  the  southward,  and  the  Essex  parted  her 
larboard  cable,  and  dragged  her  starboard  anchor  directly  ottt 
to  sea.     Not  a  moment  was  lost  in  getting  sail  on  the  ship; 
but  perceiving  that  the  enemy  was  dose  in  with  the  point  form* 
ing  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  and  that  there  was  a  possibility  of 
passing  to  windward,  and  escaping  to  sea  by  superior  sailmg, 
captain  Porter  resolved  to  hazard  the  attempt.  He  according^' 
took  in  his  top-gallant  sails,  and  braced  up  for  the  purpose^  biit 
most   unfortunately^  on  rounding  the  point,  a  heavy  sauall 
struck  the  ship,  and  carried  away  her  main  top-mast,  precipitat- 
ing the  men  who  were  aloft  into  the  sea,  who  were  drowned* ' 
Both  ships  now  gave  chase,  and  the  crippled  state  of  his  ship^ 
left  Porter  no  alternative  but  to  endeavour  to  regain  the  poft^ . 
Finding  it  inipossible  to  get  back  to  the  common  anchorage^ 
he  ran  close  into«  small  bay,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mileJp  - 
leeward  of  the  battery,  on  the  east  of  Ae  harbour,  and  let  go 
his  anchor  within  pistol-shot  of  the  shore.     Supposing  the  enfe- ' 
xny  woqld,  as  formerly,  respect  the  neutrality  of  the  place,  he 
considered  himself  secure,  and  thought  only  of  repairing  Hks" 
damages  he  had  sustained.  The  wary,  and  menacing  approach 
of  the  nostUe  ships,  however,  displaying  their  motto  flags,  md 
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having  jacks  at  all  their  masts^  heads,  soon  showed  him  the  real 
danger  of  his  situation.  With  all  possible  dispatch,  therefore, 
he  got  his  ship  ready  for  action,  and  endeavoured  to  get  a 
spring  on  his  cable,  but  had  not  succeeded,  when,  at  54  mi-' 
nutes  past  3,  P.  M*  the  enemy  commenced  an  attack. 

At  first  the  Phoebe  placed  herself  under  his  stem,  and  the 
Cherub  on  His  starboard  bow  $  but  the  latter  soon  finding  her- 
self ektx>sed  to  a  hot  fire,  bore' up  and  ran  uncTer  his  sterp  also, 
where  both  ships  kept  up  a  severe  and  raking  fire«  Porter  suc- 
ceeded three  different  times  in  getting  springs  on  his  cables, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  his  broadside  to  bear  on  the  enemy, 
bat  they  were  as  often  shot  away  by  the  excessive  fire  to  which 
he  was  exposed.  He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  rely  for  de- 
ftoce  against  this  tremendous  attack  merely  on  three  long 
twelve- pounders,  which  he  had  run  out  of  the  stem-ports ; 
and  which  were  worked  with  such  bravery  and  skill,  as  m  half 
an  hour  to  do  great  injury  to  both  the  enemy's  ships,  and  in» 
duce  theoA  to  haul  off"  and  repair  damages.  It  was  evidently 
die  intention  of  commodore  Hillyar  to  risk  nothing  from  the 
daring  courage  of  his  antagonist,  but  to  take  the  Essex  at  as 
cheap  a  rate  as  possible.  All  his  manceuvres  were  deliberate 
and  waaryi  he  saw  lus  antagonist  completely  at  his  mercy, 
and  prepared  to  cut  him  up  in  the  safest  and  surest  manner* 
In  the  mean  time  the  situation  9f  the  Essex  was  galling  and 
provoking  in  the  extreme  ;  crippled  and  shattered,  with  many 
killed  and  wounded,  she  lay  awaiting  the  convenience  of  the 
enemy,  to  renew  the  scene  of  slaughter,  with  scarce  a  hope  of 
escape  or  revenge.  Her  brave  crew,  however,  in  place  of  be- 
ing disheartened,  were  aroused  to  desperation,  and  by  hoisting 
ensigns  in  their  rigging,  and  jacks  in  different  parts  of  the 
ship,  evinced  their  defiance  and  determination  to  hold  out  to 
thelast. 

The  enemy  having  repaired  his  damages,  now  placed  him- 
self, with  both  his  ships,  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  Es- 
sex, out  of  reach  of  her  carronades,  and  where  her  stem-guns 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear.  Here  he  kept  up  a  most  de- 
structive fire,  which  it  was  not  in  Porter^s  power  to  return ; 
die  latter,  therefore,  saw  no  hope  of  injuring  him  without  get-^ 
dnv  under  way  and  becoming  the  assailant.  From  the  man- 
ned state  of  his  rigging,  he  could  set  no  other  than  the  flying 
Jib ;  this  he  caused  to  be  hoisted,  cut  his  cable,  and  rah  down 
<m  bodi  ships,  with  an  intention  of  laying  the  Phoebe  on 
board* 

For  a  short  time  he  was  enabled  to  close  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  firing  on  both  sides  was  tremendous.     The  decks  of 
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the  Essex  were  strewed  with  dead,  and  her  cockpit  filled  with 
wounded  ;  she  had  been  several  times  on  fire,  and  was  in  fact 
a  perfect  wreck  i  still  a  feeble  hope  sprung  up  that  she  might 
be  saved,  in  consequence  of  the  Cherub  being  compelled  to 
haul  off  by  her  crippled  state  ;  she  did  not  return  to  close  ac- 
tion again,  but  kept  up  a  distant  firing  with  hei"  long  guns. 
The  disabled  state  of  the  Essex,  however,  did  not  permit  her 
to  take  advantage  of  this  circumstance  ;  for  want  of  saif  she 
was  unable  to  keep  at  close  quarters  with  the  Phoebe,  who,  edg-  ' 
ing  off,  chose  the  distance  which  best  suited  her  long  gunsy  an4 
kept  up  a  tremendous  fire,  which  made  dreadful  havoc  among 
the  crew  of  the  Essex*  Many  of  her  guns  were  rendered  use- 
less, and  many  had  their  whole  crews  destroyed :  they  were 
mannecl  from  those  that  were  disabled,  and  one  gun  in  parti- 
cular was  three  times  manned ;  fifteen  men  were  slain  at  it  iti 
the  coutse  of  the  action,  though  the  captain  of  it  escaped  with 
only  a  slight  wound.  Captain  Porter  now  gave  up  all  hopes 
df  closing  with  the  enemy,  but  finding  the  wind  favourable,  de^ 
termined  to  run  his  ^hip  on  shore,  land  the  crew,  and  destroy 
her.  He  had  approached  within  musket«shot  of  the  shore, 
and  had  every  prospect  of  succeeding,  when,  in  an  instant,  the 
wind  shifted  from  the  land,  and  drove  her  down  upon  the 
Phoebe,  exposing  her  again  to  a  dreadful  raking  fire.  The 
ship  was  now  totally  unmanageable  ;  yet  as  her  head  waa  U^ 
ward  the  enemy,  and  he  to  leeward,  captain  Porter  again  per- 
ceived a  faint  hope  of  boarding.  At  this  moment  lieutenant 
Downes  of  the  Essex  Junior  came  on  board  to  receive  or- 
ders, expecting  thar  captain  Porter  would  soon  be  a  prisoner. 
His  servic<'S  could  be  of  no  avail  in  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
Essex,  and  finding  from  the  enemy's  putting  his  helm  up,  that 
the  last  attempt  at  boarding  would  not  succeed,  Downes  was 
directed  to  return  to  his  own  ship,  to  be  prepared  for  defending 
and  destroying  her  in  case  of  attack.  He  took  with  him  ^eye- 
rat  of  the  wounded,  leaving  three  of  his  boat'^s  crew  on  board 
to  make  room  for  them.  The  Cherub  kept  up  a  hot  fire  on 
him  during  his  return. 

The  slaughter  on  board  of  the  Essex'now  became  horrible, 
the  enemy  continuing  <o  rake  her,  while  she  was  unable  tp 
bring  a  gun  to  bear  in  return.  Still  her  commander,  with  an 
obstinacy  that  bordered  on  desperation,  persisted  in  the  une- 
qual and  almost  hopeless  conflict.  Every  expedient  that  a  fer- 
tile and  inventive  mind  could  suggest  was  resorted  to,  in  the 
forlorn  hope  that  they  might  yet  be  enabled  by  some  lucky 
chance  to  escape  from  the  grasp  of  the  foe.  A  halser  was 
bent  to  the  sheet-anchor,  and  the  anchor  cut  from  the  bows,  to 
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briDg  the  ship's  head  round.  This  succeeded  ;  the  broadside 
of  die  Essex  was  again  brought  to  bear ;  and  as  the  enemy 
was  much  crippled,  and  unable  to  hold  Ms  own,  Porter 
thought  she  might  drift  out  of  gun-shot  before  she  disco- 
vered that  he  had  anchored.  The  halscr,  however,  unfortu- 
nately parted,  and  with  it  failed  the  last  lingering  hope  of  the 
Essex*  The  ship  had  tajcep  fire  several  times  during  the  ac- 
tion, but  at  this  moment  her  situation  was  awful.  She  was 
pn  fire  both  forward  and  aft^  the  flames  were  bursting  up 
each  hatchway ;  a  large  quannty  of  powder  below  exploded, 
«iid  word  was  given  that  the  fire  was  near  the  magazine.  Thus 
surrounded  by  horrors,  without  any  chance  of  saving  the  ship, 
Porter  turned  his  attention  to  rescuing  as  many  of  his  brave 
companions  as  possible.  Finding  his  distance  n-om  the  shore 
did  i;iot  exceed  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  he  hoped  many  would 
be  able  to  save  themselves  should  the  ship  blow  up.  His 
boats  had  been  cut  to  pieces  by  the  enemy^s  shot,  but  he  ad- 
vised such  as  could  swim^  to  jump  overboard  and  make  for 
shore.  Some  reached  it^  some  were  taken  by  the  epemy,  and 
some  perished  in  the  attempt }  but  most  of  this  loyal  and  gal- 
lant crew  preferred  sharing  jthe  fate  of  their  ship  and  their 
commander. 

Those  who  remained  atjL  board  now  endeavoured  to  extin- 
guish the  Sanies,  and  having  succeeded,  went  again  to  the 
guns^  and  kept  up  a  firing  for  a  few  minutes ;  but  the  crew  had 
by  this  time  become  so  weakened,  that  all  further  resistance 
was  in  vain.  Captain  Porter  summoned  a  consultation  of  the 
officers  of  divisions,  but  was  surprised  to  find  only  acting  lieu- 
tenant Stephen  Decatur  M>Knight  remaining ;  of  the  others, 
some  had  been  killed,  others  knocked  overboard,  and  others 
carried  below  disabled  by  severe  wounds.  The  accounts 
from  every  part  pf  the  ship  were  deplorable  in  the  extreme ; 
representing  her  in  the  most  shattered  and  crippled  condition, 
in  imminent  danger  of  sinking,  and  so  crowded  with  the  wound- 
ed, tfiat  even  the  birth-deck  could  contain  no  more,  and  many 
were  killed  whila  under  the  surgeon's  hands.  In  the  mean 
while  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  the  smoothness  of  the  wa- 
ter and  his  secure  distance,  was  enabled  to  keep  up  a  delibe- 
rate and  constant  fire,  aiming  with  coolness  and  certainty  a^  if 
foing  at  a  target,  and  hitting  the  hull  at  every  shot.  At 
length,  utterly  despairing  of  saving  the  ship,  captain  Porter 
was  compelled,  at  20  minutes  past  6,  P.  M.  to  give  the  pain- 
ful order  to  strike  the  colours.  It  is  probable  that  the  enemy 
did  not  perceive  that  the  ship  had  surrendered,  for  he  con- 
tinued  firing ;  several  men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  ameT 
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rent  parts  of  the  ship,  and  captain^  Porter,  thmking  he  intend- 
ed to  show  no  quarter,  was  about  to  rehoist  his  flag  and  to 
fight  until  he  sunk,  when  the  enemy  desisted  his  attack  ten  nii<» 
DUtes  after  the  surrender. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Essex  was  58  killed,  39  wounded  sen 
verely,  27  slightly,  and  31  missing.  The  loss  on  board  the> 
British  vessels  was  5  killed  and  10  wounded. 

Thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Valparaiso  were  spectators 
of  the  battle,  covering  the  neighbouring  heights:  foi'itwva 
fought  so  near  the  shore,  that  4bme  of  the  shot  even  strucl^ 
among  the  citizens,  who,  ivt  the  eagerness  of  their  curiosityi 
had  ventured  down  upon  the  beach.  Touched  by  the  forlorn 
situation  of  the  Essex,  and  filled  with  admiration  at  the  un^ 
flagging  spirit  and  persevering  bravery  of  her  commander  an4 
crew,  a  generous  anxiety  ran  throughout  the  multitude  for 
their  fate :  bursts  of  delight  arose  when,  by  any  vicissitude  of 
battle,  or  prompt  expedient,  a  '  chance  seemed  to  turn  up  u| 
their  favour ;  and  the  eager  spectators  were  seen  to  ^wring^ 
.their  hands,  and  uttered  groans  of  sympathy,  when  the  tran* 
sient  hope  was  defeated,  and  the  gallant  little  frigate  once 
more  became  an  unresisting  object  of  deliberate  slaughter. 

Though,  from  the  distance  and  positions  which  the  enemy 
chose,  this  battle  was  chiefly  fought  on  Porter's  part  by  six 
twelve-pounders  only,  yet  great  damage  was  done  to  the  as* 
sailing  ships.  Their  masts  and  yards  were  badly  crippled^ 
their  bulls  much  cut  up  ;  the  Phcebe,  especially,  received  18 
twelve  pound  shot  below  her  water  line,  some  three  feet  under 
water.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  the  Phoebe  and  the 
I^ssex  could  be  kept  afloat  until  they  anchored  the  next  mom- 
ing  in  the  port  of  Valparaiso. 

Captain  Porter  and  his  crew  were  paroled,  and  permitted  tci 
return  to  the  United  States  in  the  Essex  Junior,  her  armaqaent 
being  previously  taken  out.  On  arriving  oS*  the  port  of  New 
York,  they  were  overhauled  by  the  Saturn  razee,  the  authority 
of  commodore  Hillyar  to  grant  a  passport  was  questioned,  and 
the  Essex  Junior  detained.  Captain  Porter  then  told  the 
boarding-officer  that  he  gave  up  his  pal*ole,.and  considered 
himself  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  as  such  should  use  all  means  of 
escape.  In  consequence  of  this  threat  the  Essex  Junior  was 
ordered  to  remain  all  night  under  the  lee  of  the  Saturn,  but 
the  next  morning  captain  Porter  put  off  in  his  boat,  though 
thirty  miles  from  shore  ;  and,  notwithstanding  he  was  pursu- 
ed by  the  Saturn,  effected  his  escape,  and  landed  safely  on 
Long  Island.  The  Essex  Junior  was,  however,  released,  and 
arrived  shortly  after,  in  New  York. 
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§  i.  The  small  partv  left  with  lieutenant  Gamble  in  charge  of 
the  prizes  at  Madiaon  s  island,  met  with  a  series  of  misfortunes, 
which  eventuated  in  the  loss  of  all  the  vessels,  and  the  breaking 
up  of  the  establishment.  Hardly  had  the  Essex  got  clear  of 
the  islands,  before  a  hostile  disposition  was  discovered  in  the 
nadves  ;  and  in  a  few  days  they  became  so  insolent,  that  Gam« 
ble  coDceived  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  land  his  men  to  re- 
cover by  force  of  arms  the  articles  they  had  stolen  from  his  en- 
CKnpment,  and  to  deter  them  from  putting  their  threats  into 
execution.  Fortunately  this  was  accomplished  without  the 
firing  of  a  musket,  and  a  perfect  amity  wis  kept  up  for  several 
months  afterwards. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  while  Gamble  was  preparing  to  depart 
for  Valparaiso,  an  attack  was  made  on  his  ship  by  the  natives. 
His  numbers  bad-  been  previously  reduced  by  desertion,  and 
fay  a  mutiny,  which  ended  in  the  escape  of  the  mutineers  in  one 
Of  the  prizes^  After  suiFering  a  severe  loss  in  the  scuffle  with 
the  natives,  a  breeze  fortunately  sprung  up,  which  enabled  the 
party  to  leave  the  bay.  It  being  now  reduced  to  eight  souls, 
not  more  than  three  of  whom  were  effective,  it  was  impractica- 
ble to  reach  Valparaiso,  which  lay  to  windward.  Gamble 
therefore  steered  for  the  Sandwich  islands,  where  he  was  cap- 
tared  by  the  Cherub  sloop  of  war. 

The  cruize  of  the  Essex  in  the  Pacific  ocean  will  ever  form 
one  of  the  most  memorable  events  in  the  history  of  our  coun* 
try,  and  posterity  will  hesitate  whether  most  to  admire  the 
Wisdom  which  devised,  or  the  energy'  which  carried  it  into 
execution.     With  a  single  ship,  ill  appointed  for  such  a  cruize, 
Porter  boldly  braved  the  terrors  of  the  tempestuous   cape, 
and  by  his  successful  intrepidity  cut  off  the  whole  of  the  valua- 
ble commerce  of  the  enemy  in  those  waters,  where  Great  Bri-* 
tain  never  dreamt  that  an  American  frigate  would  dare  to. 
make  her  appearance.     For  twelve  months  Porter  lorded  it 
OTer  the  Pacific,  at  the  head  of  a  little  squadron  of  his  own  for* 
mation,  without  any  expence  to  his  country,  his  ships  being 
fitted  out,  and  furnished  with  provisions  and  stores  solely  from 
the  fruits  of  his  enterprise.     Numerous  ships  were  sent  to  the 
Pacific  in  pursuit  of  him,  others  were  ordered  to  cruize  in  the 
China  seas,  off  New  Zealand,  Timor,  and  New  Holland,  and  a 
Ungate  sent  to  the  river  La  Plata.     These  vessels,  it  is  said, 
were  ordered  to  effect  his  destruction  without  respect  to  the 
neutrality  of  any  port  in  which  he  might  have  taken  shelter, 
an  order  which  was  faithfully  executed  by  commodore  Hillyar, 
notwithstanding  the  honourable  example  set  him  by  captaiq 
Porter.     The  gallant  defence  of  the  Essex  adds  another  laurel 
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to  the  wreath  which  encircles  our  seamen,  and,  as  was  officially 
acknowledged  by  commodore  Hillyar,  ^^did  honour  to  h^ 
brave  defenders,  and  most  fully  evinced  the  courage  of  captain 
Porter,  and  those  under  his  command." 

$  9w  Meanwhile  the  remainder  of  our  little  nayy  continued 
to  make  every  9ea  tbe  theatre  of  their  exploits.  No  more 
frigates,  it  is  true,  were  added  to  the  list  of  our  naval  triumphs ; 
for,  taught  by  sad  experience,  strict  orders  were  issued  by  tHe 
British  admiralty  to  their  frigates,  to  avoid  encounters  with 
those  of  the  United  States,  and  indeed  they  were  seldom  allowe4 
to  put  to  «ea  alone.  Six  sloops  of  war,  however,  were  captur- 
ed ;  the  Epervier  by  the  Peacock,  the  Reindeer  and  Avon  by 
the  ^  Wasp,  the  Penguin  by  the  Hornet,  and  the  Cyane  an4 
Levant  by  the  Constitution  frigate.  The  loss  of  the  American 
navy  at  sea  was  two  sloops  of  war  and  the  President  frigate, 
each  of  them  by  an  overwhelming  force.  The  limits  of  this 
work  will  not  allow  us  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  circumstan- 
ces, relating  to  these  captures;  but  this  is  the  less  necessary,  as 
the  official  statements  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  volume^ 

The  blockade  of  the  American  coast,  which  nominally  ex- 
tended from  Rhode  Island  to  the  Mississippi,  was,  on  the 
25th  of  April,  1814,  extended  to  every  port  of  the  United 
States.  Qut  neither  our  public  nor  our  private  cruizefs  were 
ta  be  deterred  froni  proceeding  to  sea  by  those  paper  block- 
ades. An  astonishing  h^o:c  was  committed  upon  the  English 
commerce,  not  only  in  the  high  seas,  but  on  the  coasts  of  Great 
Britain,  In  her  channels,  and  even  in  the  very  mouths  of  her 
harbours.  Such  was  the  uneasiness  and  alarm  created  by  thi^ 
numerous  captures  of  the  Americ^QS,  that  for  a  while  insurance 
could  not  be  effected  at  all  \o  distant  ports,  and  even  for  from 
England  to  Ireland,  a  few  hours  sail,  a  preinium  of  five  guineas 
per  cent,  was  demanded. 

The  admiralty  were  besieged  with  memorials  from  the  mer- 
cantile cities,  and  from  the  insurance  offices ;  but  they  acknow- 
ledged the  remedy  to  be  beyond  their  power.  In  answer  to 
numerous  remonstrances  on  this  subject,  it  was  officially  stated 
by  Mr.  Croker,  that  an  ample  force  had  been  under- the  orders 
of  the  admirals  on  the  different  stations,  and  that  during  the 
time  when  the  American  depredations  were  stated  to  have 
taken  place  in  St.  George's  channel,  not  fewer  than  three  frigates 
and  fourteen  sloops  of  war  were  actually  at  sea  for  its  protec- 
tion. •  * 

The  achievements  of  the  American  privateers  have  in  many 
instances  rivalled  those  of  our  public  vessels  ;  and  we  regrci 
that  our  limits  have  hitherto  prevented  us^from  paying  them 
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the  attention  they  deserve.  It  would  be  improper,  however, 
to  pass  over  the  gallant  defence  of  the  General  Armstrong,  by 
captain  Reid  and  his  brave  crew,  in  the  port  of  Fayal.  This  ac-. 
tion  forms  but  one  out  of  the  many  instances  in  which  the  Bri- 
tish commanders  have  set  at  nought  the  rights  of  neutrality,  by 
the  capture  of  American  vessels  in  friendly  ports;  but  in 
none  has  it  been  effected  at  such  an  expense  of  blood  to  the  vio- 
tsitbrs.  . 

§  10.  On  the  26th  of  September,  about  dusk,  while  the 
General  Armstrong  lay  at  anchor  in  Fayal  harbour,  the  British 
brig  Carnation  hove  in  sight  within  gun-shot ;  and  no  sooner 
did  she  Understand  the  character  of  the  privateer,  than  she 
hauled  close  in  and  let  go  her  anchor  within  pistoUshot  of  her. 
At  the  same  time  the  Plantagenet  74,  and  the  frigate  Rota 
hove  in  sight,  and  after  an  interchange  of  signals  between  them 
and  the  Carnation,  the  latter  threw  out  all  her  boats,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  making  unusual  exertions.  The  moon  being 
near  its  full  enabled  captain  Reid  to  observe  these  movements^- 
which  determined  him  to  haul  in  nearer  to  the  shore.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  clearing  for  action,  he  got  under  way,  and 
began  to  sweep  in.  The  moment  this  was  perceived  by  the 
Carnation,  she  cut  her  cable,  made  sail,  and  dispatched  four 
boats  in  pursuit  well  manned  and  armed.  On  approaching 
the  Armstrong,  the  boats  were  repeatedly  hailed  by  captain 
Reid,  but  they  made  no  answer,  and  only  pulled  with  the 
greater  speed.  A  fire  was  therefore  opened  upon  them,  which 
was  immediately  returned;  but  the  boats  soon  cried  for  quar« 
ter,  and  hauled  off.  They  then  fled  to  their  ships,  and  prepar- 
ed for  a  second  and  more  formidable  a^ck :  the  privateer, 
hi  the  mean  time,  was  anchored  within  hal&able's  length  of  the 
shore,  and  within  half  pistol  shot  of  th^flple. 

At  9  o'clock  the  Carnation  was  obseTred  towing  in  a  fleet  of 
boats  from  the  74  and  frigate.  They  soon  after  left  her,  and 
took  their  station  in  three  divisions,  under  cover  of  a  small 
reef  of  rocks,  within  about  musket  shot  of  the  General  Arm- 
strong, where  they  continued  to  manoeuvre  for  some  time,  the 
Carnation  keeping  under  way  to  act  with  the  boats,  in  case  the 
privateer  should  attempt  to  escape.  At  length,  about  midnight, 
the  boats  were  observed  in  motion,  coming  on  in  one  direct 
line,  in  close  order,  to  the  number  of  12  or  14,  manned,  as  was 
afterwards  learnt,  by  400  men.  A  severe  conflict  ensued, 
which  lasted  near  forty  minutes,  and  terminated  in  the  total 
defea|;  and  partial  destruction  of  the  boats,  with  an  immense 
slaughter  on  the  part  of  the  British. 
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During  these  attacks  the  shores  were  lined  with  inhabitants, 
who^  from  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  had  a  favourable  view  of 
the  scene*  The  governor,  with  most  of  the  first  people  of  the 
place,  stood  by,  and  saw  the  whole  affair.  After  the  second 
attack  a  note  was  sent  from  the  governor  to  taptain  Lloyd^  of 
the  Plantagenet,  who  commanded  the  British  squadroa^ 
begging  him  to  desist  from  further  hostilities ;  but  Llojd  atH 
swered,  that  he  was  now  determined  to  have  the  privateer,  at 
the  risk  of  knocking  down  the  whole  town ;  and  that  if  the 
governor  suffered  the  Americans  to  injure  the^privateer  in  any 
manner,  he  should  consider  the  place  an  enemy's  port,  and 
treat  it  accordingly.  Information  to  this  effect  being  conveyed 
to  captain  Rcid  by  the  American  consul,  the  wounded  and 
dead  were  carried  on  shore,  and  the  crew  ordered  to  save  their 
effects  as  fast  a^  possible. 

About  day-light  the  Carnation  stood  close  in  to  the  Arm^ 
strong,  and  commenced  a  heavy  fire;  but  after  several 
broadsides,  she  hauled  off,  having  received  a  shot  in  her  hull, 
her  rigging  much  cut,  and  her  fore- topmast  wounded.  Site 
soon  sdter  came  in  again,  however,  and  anchored  close  to  the 
privateer,  when  captain  Reid  ordered  his  crew  to  scuttle  and 
abandon  the  vessel,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  her  o£ 
She  was  soon  afterwards  boarded  by  the  enemy's  boats,  and 
set  fire  to. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  affair  was  only  two  killed 
and  seven  wounded ;  the  British  had  120  killed  and  ISO 
wounded.  Several  houses  in  the  town  were  destroyed  by 
the  enemy's  shot,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  wounded* 
Two  British  sloopa^of  war  arrived  a  few  days  after,  which 
were  immediately  ti^Kj}  into  requisition  to  carry  the  wounded 
to  England.  ^,,\ 

§  11.  In  this  situation  stood  affairs  when  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  of  the  two  nations  at 
Ghent.  The  progress  and  conclusion  of  the  neguciation  will  come 
more  properly  under  view  in  our  history  of  the  congressional 
proceedings.  At  present  we  shall  merely  remark,  that  after  a , 
tedious  procrastination. on  the  part  of  the  British  government, 
the  negociation  was  comipenced  by  the  British  commissioners 
bringing  forward  demands  which  could  only  have  been  acceded 
to  by  a  degraded  and  conquered  people,  one  of  which  was  de- 
clared to  be  a  sine  qtm  non ;  and  that,  after  finding  that  the  only 
effsct  produced  by  these  demands  was  the  union  of  the  whole 
American  people  to  resist  them,  they  were  all  withdrawn,'^  and 
a  treaty  agreed  on,  simply  placing  the  political  rights  and  ter- 
ritories of  the  two  nations  on  the  same  footing  as  previous  to 
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the  war.  It  was  signed  at  Ghent  oq  the  S^th  of  Decembef, 
and  soon  after  ratified  by  tht^  prince  regent.  It  recti ved  it9 
fioal  ratification  by  the  president  on  the  18ih  of  February, 
J815» 

$  13f  This  treaty  was  generally  satisfactory  to  the  Americaa 
people,  for,  though  it  left  the  great  questions  of  impressment 
imdC4H^g^^  blockades  unsettled,  it  was  believed,  that  the  rt^f 
peel  wbteh  the  victories  of  the  navy  had  inspired  towards  the 
American  fiag,  would  prevent  a  repetition  of  those  outrages 
#faich  preceded  the  war.  The  mighty  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  Europe  were  believed  to  have  the  same  tendeq- 
cyi  by  Removing  many  of  the  pretexts  on  which  these  outrages 
were  founded. 

But  although  the  peace  with  America  was  also  a  general 
aiibjeet  of  joy  in  Great  Qritain,  much  dissatisfaction  was  ex? 
ciWd  on  the  publication  of  the  terms.  The  treaty  formed, 
indeed)  a  deplorable  contrast  with  the  high-sounding  threata 
and  boasts  of  the  ministry  but  a  few  months  before  ;  and  after 
the  demands  which  had  been  brought  forward,  it  was  conceiw 
ed  that  it  consummated  the  humiliation  of  the  British  minis* 
try*.  On  an  address  being  moved  in  the  house  of  comihons 
congratulating  the  prince  regent  on  the  re-establishment  of 
'peace,  an  amendment  was  movedt  which,  though  it  was  not 
carried,  shows  in  a  striking  manner  the  sentiments  of  a  great 
part  of  the  nation.  -The  amendment  proposed  that  the  foUow* 
ing  should  be  substituted  for  the  original  address. 

,  M  To  assure  his  royal  highness  that  we  contemplate  wkH 
g^at  satisfaction  the  restoration  of  a  state  of  pe:*ce  and  amity 
between  his  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  North  America ; 
but  we  should  deem  ourselves  highly  deficient  in  the  discharge 
of  our  duty  towards  his  majesty  and  his  people;  were  we  not 
to  express  to  his  royal  highi^ess  our  deepest  regret,  that  a  niea* 
sure  so  necessary  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  majesty's 
dominions,  was  not  sooner  accomplished :  that  in  reviewing 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  which  his  royal  highness  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  lay  before  us,  we  are  at  a  )oss  to  discover 
what  were  the  causes  which  so  long  retatded  its  conclusion; 
that,  in  our  opinion,  the  honour  of  his  majesty's  crown,  and  the 
interests  of  his  people,  both  required  that  as  soon  as  the  p^^ace 
of  Europe  had  been  established  by  the  treaty  signed  at  Pciris, 
on  the  8tb  day  of  Ms^y,  in  the  last  year,  the  speediest  and  most 

*  The  public  stocks  experienced  a  considerable  depression  on  the  pub< 
lication  of  the  treaty,  it  being*  conceived,  that  nothing*  but  the  probability 
of  a  new  war  In  Europe  could  have  occasioned  the  du^aceful  comfr^mi^t^ 
«fl  the  trea:^  was  called  by  the  govemraent  papers« 
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effectual  meaaureaj: should  have  been  adopted  for  the  negocia- 
tion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  that  the  complete  and  entire  cessation  pf  hostihties  in  £up 
rope  had  r.  moved  or  suspended  the  operation  of  the  causes, 
Vrhich  had  occasioned  or  accompanied  the  late  war  between  his 
'  majesty  and  the  United  States;  that  the  elevated  and  com- 
manding station  which- the  united  kingdom  then  held  amongst 
the  nations  of  the  world  would  have  rendered  the  manifttsta- 
tion  of  a  sincere  wish  for  the  restoration  pf  the  blessings  of 
peace  with  the  United  States  highly  honourable  to  his  majes- 
ty's counsels ;  and  would  have  afforded  the  government  and 
people  of  America  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  gene- 
rosity and  magnanimity  of  the  British  nation ;  of  a  sincere 
desire  to  bury  in  lasting  oblivion  the  recollection  of  that  hos- 
tility which  then  unhappily  subsisted,  and  of  its  anxious  wish 
.for  the  re-establishinent  of  peace  upon  terms  honourable  and 
advantageous  to  both  countries,  and  likely  to  insure  its  own 
permanency  by  the  justice  and  liberality  of  its  conditions : 
that  we  are  the  more  deeply  siffiicted  by  the  long  and  (as  we 
deem  it)  unnecessary  delay  in  the  conclusion  of  peace,  when 
we  reflect  upon  the  great  and  incomparable  injury  his  majesty 
and  his  people  have  sustained,  by  the  unnecessary  and  unpro- 
fitable waste  of  treasure,  by  the  loss  of  so  many  distinguished 
and  heroic  officers,  and  of  such  numbers  of  brave,  loyal,  and 
experienced  troops  ;  and  we  most  deeply  lament  that  these  ca- 
lamities should  be  aggravated  by  mortifying  reflections,  that 
the  fame  of  the  British  arms  may  appear /to  be  diminished  by 
the  failure  of  the  latest  military  enterprizes  of  the  war.  That 
it  affords  us,  however,  consolation  to  find,  that  peace  is  at 
length  re-established ;  and  to  assure  his  royal  highness,  that 
it  is  the  earnest  wish  and  desire  of  this  house  to  cultivate  and 
maintain  the  most  cordisd  and  intimate  union  with  the  govern- 
ment and  people  pf  the  United  States. 

"  That  we  rely  upon  his  royal  highnesses  wisdom  and  good* 
ness  to  cherish  and  preserve  the  Ynost  friendly  relations  be- 
tween them  and  his  majesty's  subjects ;  and  we  confidently 
trust,  that  a  corresponding  disposition  in  the  government  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  w  ill  enable  his  roydl  highness 
to  continue  unimpaired,  and  undisturbed,  the  harmony  now  so 
happily  restored  between  them ;  and  that  the  two  freest  nations 
in  the  world  may  exhibit  to  mankind  the  grateful  spectacle  of 
mutual  confidence  and  lasting  peace." 

§  13.  The  experience  of  the  war  has  taught  us  many  useful. 
lessons,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  our  statesmen  will  not  suffer  to 
pass  without  profit.     We  have  learnt  that  a  large  and  efficient 
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revenue,  not  vulnerable  from  abroad,  is  essential  to  its  success- 
iiil  conduct ;  and  that  a  dependence  on  loans  for  the  extra  ex- 
pences  of  war  is  fatal  and  ruinous. 

We  have  learnt  that  a  navy  is  not  only  the  best  and  cheapest, 
but  the  only  effectual  defence  against  the  invasion  of  a  coast 
80  extensive  as  that  of  the  United  States  ;  that  a  navy  is  pe- 
culiarly suited  to  the  genius  of  our  country ;  and  that,  as  it 
cannot  possibly  endanger  our  republican  institutions,  its  size 
ought  to  keep  pace  with  our  means  of  supporting  it. 

We  have  also  seen  the  advantages  and  defects  of  our  militia 
system;  and  the  necessity  that  exists  for  more  clearly  deter- 
mining the  powers  of  the  general  government  on  this  and  on 
odier  important  questions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present 
period  of  unexampled  harmony  will  not  Jbe  suffered  to  pass 
unimproved*. 

*  By  the  articles  of  confedenitionf  the  states  appointed  the  regimental 
oieen,  the  general  government  the  field  and  general  officers.  Is  there 
ttjiolid  objection  to  this  plan  I 
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$  1.  ttartfbrd  Convention.  4  2.  Plan  of  defence  adopted  by  the  general 
government.  §  3.  Refusal  of  the  militia.  €  4.  Extraordinary  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts.  |  5.  A  convention  (i  the 
New  England  states  recommetided.  §  6.  Appointment  of  and  instruct 
tion  to  delegates.  §  7.  Meeting  of  the  convention.  §  8.  Their  pro- 
ceedings §  9.  Fate  of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  conven* 
tion.  §  10.  Report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  of  {Pennsylvania 
on  the  subject. 

i  1*  A  HE  great  variety  of  interesting  military  events 
^hich  occurred  during  tlie  war,  has  hitherto  prevented  us 
from  paying  that  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  different 
state  governments  which  their  importance  deserves.  But  the 
transactions  relative  to  thie  convention  of  delegates,  whidi 
sat  in  Hartford  during  the  last  year  of  the  war  had  too  mo- 
mentous a  tendency  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  We  shall 
now  therefore  take  a  view  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  of  the  measures  which  led  to  its  formation,  in  a  manner 
as  full  as  our  limits  will  admit. 

$  2.  Hardly  had  the  war  commenced,  before  a  misunder^ 
standing  took  place  between  the  general  government  and 
some  of  the  New  England  states,  relative  to  their  recipro- 
cal rights  and  duties,  arising  out  of  this  new  state  of  things. 
It  being  Equally  impracticable  and  impolitic  for  the  United 
States,  to  raise  and  maintain  in  service  a  sufficient  body  of 
regular  forces,  for  the  protection  of  a  frontier  several  thou- 
sand mi}es  id  extent^  it  became  necessary  to  place  the  princi* 
pal  reliance  for  defence  upon  the  militia  of  each  district* 
With  this  view  the  president  had  been  authorized  to  call  up- 
on the  executives  of  the  several  states  for  certain  portions  of 
the  militia,  which  were  ordered  to  be  detached  and  held  in 
readiness  for  active  service^  as  soon  as  the  approach  of  dan<» 
ger  should  render  them  necessary. 

The  principle  upon  which  bur  government  conducted  tbe 
War  seems  to  have  bet-n  this:  to ^^m ploy  the  major  part  of  the 
regular*  forces  in  offensive  operations  in  the  enemy^s  territo- 
iy,  which  it  was  cr>nceived  would  not  only  weaken  him,  .but 
would  keep  those  forces  employed  in  defending  his  posses^ 
sions,  which  might  otherwise,  with  his  extensive  naval  meanS| 
carry  on  the  war  in  the  most  harassing  manner,  in  the  heart 
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of  our  own  country.  The  remainder  of  the  regulars  to  be 
distributed  along  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the  coast,  to  man 
the  forts,  and  assist  Ihe  militia  in  defensive  measures^  The 
maritime  coast  was  accordingly  divided  into  military  dis- 
tricts, each  of  which  was  placed  under  the  command  of  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  regular  service,  and  one  or  more 
Goa^>anies  of  artillery,  and  a  small  portion  of  infantry  at- 
tached to  each  command.  This  force  was  intended  as  the 
nucleus  of  a  little  army,  to  be  formed,  in  case  of  invasion,  of  . 
the  militia,  volunteers,  or  such  other  local  force  as  might  be 
specially  organized  for  the  purpose.  The  commanders  were 
specially  charged  with  the  defence  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. It  was  enjoined  on  them  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  to  communicate  them  to  the  government,  and  to 
execute  its  orders  in  summoning  to  the  field,  on  menace  of 
invasion,  such  portions  of  the  quotas  of  the  militia  of  each 
state,  within  their  respective  districts,  as  had  been  provided 
for  by  acts  of  congress,  and  detailed  by  the  department  of 
war,  as  were  thought  necessary. 

J  3.  Agreeably  to  this  arrangement,  after  the  declaration 
of  war,  general  Dearborne  called  upon  the  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut  for  a  portion  of  the  militia  of 
each  state,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  certain  posts.  These  re« 
quisitions  were  refused  on  the  following  grounds:  1st.  That 
the  president  had  no  power  to  call  for  any  portion  of  the  mi- 
litia, for  either  of  the  purposes  specified  by  the  constitution^ 
unless  the  executive  of  the  state,  on  whose  militia  such  call 
is  made,  admits  that  the  case  alleged  exists,  and  approves  the 
can.  2d.  That  when  the  militia  of  a  state  should  be  called  into 
die  service  of  the  United  States,  no  officer  of  the  regular  ar- 
my had  a  right  to  command  them,  excepting  the  president  of 
the  United  States  in  person. 

This  construction  of  the  constitution  was  considered  by 
the  general  government  as  altogether  novel,  as  repugnant  to 
its  principles,  and  of  very  dangerous  tendency;  and  they  ac- 
cordingly refused  to  recognize  or  pay  the  militia  which  had 
at  different  times  been  called  out  by  those  governors,  unless 
they  were  called  for  by  the  district  commanding  general,  and 
plated  under  his  orders. 

§  4.  Affairs  remained  nearly  in  this  state  till  after  the  cap- 
ture of  Castkie*  when  a  large  militia  force  was  called  for  by 
general  Dearborn,  for  the  protection  of  Portland  and  Bos- 
ton, and  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  Portsmouth.  The  militia 
trerc  called  out,  but  as  the  general  government  still  refused  to 
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pay  and  support  them  unless  they  were  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  general  of  the  district,  governor  Strong,  by  the 
advice  of  his  counsel,  called  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  to  consult  with  them  what  measures  ought  to  be 
pursued.  At  this  period,  and  for  some  time  previous,  a  con- 
vention of  the  New  England  states  for  the  purpose  of  sece- 
ding from  the  union  was  much  talked  of,  and  was  even  looked 
for  with  confidence  by  the  British  ministry.  For,  though  the 
dispute  respecting  the  militia  formed  the  sole  ostensible  cause 
for  calling  a  convention,  many  other  grievances  were  com- 
plained of  by  the  peopl?  of  New  England,  who  saw  with  ex- 
treme jealousy  the  diminution  of  their  power  and  influence 
in  the  general  government,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  the  western  states.  The  ruling  party  in  New  England 
accused  the  general  government  of  a  hostility  to  commerce,  on 
which  their  prosperity  principally  depended,  which  they  con- 
tended was  fully  displayed  in  the  restrictive  system  which  had 
preceded  the  war^  and  in  the  measure  of  war  itself.  These 
measures  were  also  attributed  to  an  undue  partiality  towards 
the  French  government,  and  a  hostility  to  Great  Britain,  which 
led  government  to  excuse  all  the  hostile  measvires  of  the  for- 
mer,  and  exaggerate  those  of  the  latter. 

J  5.  A.  few  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
legislature,  a  report  was  presented  by  a  joint  committee  of 
both  houses,  in  which,  after  dwelling  on  the  exposed  and  un- 
protected situation  of  the  state,  from  the  neglect  of  the  ge- 
neral government  to  provide  a  sufficient  regular  force  for 
that  purpose,  and  its  refusal  to  pay  the  militia  unless  they 
were  called  for  by  an  officer  of  the  regular  army,  and  the  ex- 
pense incurred  under  his  direction,  it  is  reconimended  that 
delegates  be  appointed  to  meet  and  confer  with  delegates 
from  the  other  New  England  states  upon  their  grievances, 
and  upon  the  best  means  of  preserving  their  resources  for 
their  own  defence,  and  to  suggest  measures  for  that  purpose; 
and  also  to  take  measures,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  for  p}ro> 
curing  a  convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  United  States, 
for  a  revisal  of  the  constitution,  which  it  was  alleged  had 
failed  to  secure  to  the  eastern  section  of  the  union  those 
equal  rights  and  benefits  which  were  the  great  objects  of* its 
formation.  The  report  also  recommended  that  10,000  troops 
should  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  state,  wnd  that  the  go- 
vernor should  be  authorized  to  borrow  a  million  of  dollars 
for  that  purpose. 

^  6.  The  measures  recommended  by  the  report  being  adopt- 
ed, twelve  delegates  were  appointed,  and  the  rest  of  the  New 
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England  states  were  invited  to  appoint  others  to  meet  them 
in  convention.  The  legislatures  of  Vermont,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Connecticut  were  in  session  at  this  time.  The  two  lat- 
ter appointed  delegates  to  meet  those  of  Massachusetts,  but 
under  such  restrictions  as  rendered  the  convention  perfectly 
harmless.  The  Rhode  Island  members  were  appointed  to 
confer  on  the  common  dangers,  upon  the  best  means  of  co-  ^ 
operating  for  mutual  defence  against  the  enemy,  and  iipon 
the  measures  which  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  New  Eng- 
land states,  consistently  with  their  obligations^  to  adopt,  to  re- 
store and  secure  to  the  people  thereof  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  reso- 
lution for  appointing  the  Connecticut  delegates  was  still  more 
explicit.  They  were  appointed  "  to  consult  what  measures  it 
may  be  expedient  for  those  states  to  adopt,  in  the  present  si- 
tuation of  the  countrv,  which  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States."  The  legislature  of  Vermont  unanimously  refused 
to  send  delegates,  and  the  executive  council  of  New  Hamp- 
shire decided,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  call  together  the  le- 
gislature to  decide  upon  the  Massachusetts  resolutions. 

§  7.  Under  these  inauspicious  circumstances  the  delegates 
from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut  met  at 
Hartford  on  the  15th  day  of  December.  They  were  joined 
by  two  delegates  sent  from  the  counties  of  Grafton  and  Che- 
shire, New  Hampshire,  and  one  from  the  county  of  Wind- 
ham, Vermont,  who  were  without  difficulty  recognized.  The 
convention  sat  with  closed  doors  until  the  4th  of  January, 
nrhen  they  adjourned,  after  publishing  a  long  report  as  the 
result  of  their  conference. 

}  8*  This  report  commences  with  an  apology  for  its  modera- 
tion, and  a  recital  of '^objectibns  against  precipitate  measures 
tending  to  disunite  the  states,"  andthen  takes  a  view  of  the  dan- 
gers and  grievances  affecting  the  New  England  states.  The 
chief  of  these  relates  to  the  pretensions  advanced  by  the 
national  government  on  the  subject  of  the  militia,  and  its  ar- 
rangement for  the  defence  of  the  states,  both  of  which  are 
declared  to  be  unwarranted  either  by  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  the  union.  In  connexion  with  this  subject  the  report  no- 
tices the  measures  then  agitated  by  congress  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army,  by  authorizing  the  enlist- 
ment of  minors,  and  by  dividing  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  into  classes,  each  of  which  should  be  obliged,  under  a 
Certain  penalty,  to  furnish  a  recruit  for  the  regular  army. 
These  contemplated  measures  are  denounced  as  infractions 
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of  the  constitution;  and  it  is  declared  to  be  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  duty  of  the  individual  states  to  take  a  decided  stand 

m 

in  opposition  to  them,  in  case  it  is  attempted  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  ''When  emergencies  occur/' says  the  report, 
*'  which  are  either  beyond  the  reach  of  the  judicial  tribunals, 
or  too  pressing  to  admit  of  the  delay  incident  to  its  forms,, 
states,  which  have  no  common  umpire,  must  be  their  own 
judges,  and  execute  their  own  decisions.*' 

The  next  subject  embraced  by  the  report  is  "  the  means  of 
defence  agai|l6t  the  common  enemy."  As  there  appeared  to 
tile  convention  to  be  no  room  for  reliance  for  defence  upon 
the  national  government,  and  as  it  was  impossible  that  they 
could  do  this  from  their  own  resources,  and  continue  to  sustain 
the  burden  of  the  national  taxes,  it  was  proposed  that  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  entered  into  with  the  national  govern- 
ment allowing  the  New  England  states  to  assume  the'.j*  own 
defence,  the  expense  of  which  should  be  defrayed  by  the  taxes 
raised  by  the  general  government  in  those  states.  Serious  con<- 
sequences  are  threatened  in  case  the  general  government 
should  refuse  to  enter  into  this  arrangement.  "In  a  state  of 
things  so  solemn  and  trying  as  may  then  arise,  the  legislature 
of  the  states,  or  conventions  of  the  whole  people,  or  dele- 
gates appointed  by  them  for  the  express  purpose  in  another 
convention^  must  act  as  such  urgent  circumstances  may  then 
require.'* 

The  report  then  takes  a  review  of  the  happy  state  of  the  na-^ 
tion,  under  the  administrations  of  Washington  and  Adams, 
contrasted  with  the  miserable  abyss  into  which  it  is  said  to 
have  been  plunged  by  the  profligacy  and  folly  of  its  subse<» 
quent  rulers.  The  former  encouraged'  a  belief  of  the  tran- 
scendant  perfection  of  the  federal  constitution,  but  the  latter 
has  exposed  its  imperfections,  and  shown  that  its  amendment 
has  become  absolutely  necessary.  The  amendments  proposed 
by  the  convention  were,  that  the  slave  representation  should 
be  done  away;  that  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses 
of  <:ongress  should  be  necessary,  to  admit  new  states  into  the 
union,  to  interdict  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  na« 
tions,  and  to  declare  war  utiless  in  consequence  of  invasion| 
that  no  embargo  shoxild  be  laid  for  a  longer  term  than  sixty 
days;  that  no  person  to  be  hereafter  naturalized  should  be  eli* 
gible  to  any  office  in  the  national  government;  that  no  pvesi^ 
dent  should  be  elected  a  second  time,  and  that  the  president 
should  not  be  elected  from  the  same  state  two  terms  in  suq- 
cession.  These  amendments  were  accompanied  by  a  ^rain  of 
reasoning,  of  \irhich  we  shall  endeavour  to  present  the  pji^. 
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The  amendment  respcf  ting  the  slave-representation  was 
not  claimed  as  a  right,  but  as  the  present  rtguktion  had,  it 
was  alleged,  proved  unjust  and  unequal  <in  itS' operation,  it 
was  hoped  that  a  sense  of  magnanimity  and  justice  would 
reconcile  the  slave-holding  states  to  a  revision  of  this  ar- 
ticle. 

The  amendment  relative  to  the  admission  of  new  states 
into  the  union  was  declared  to  be  indispensable,  as  by  that 
practice  the  balance  of  power  which  existed  between  the  ori- 
ginal parties  to  the  constitutional  compact  hsid ''already  been 
materially  affected,  .and,  unless  the  practice  be  modified,  must 
ultimately  be  destroyed. 

i  The  argument  adduced  in  favour  of  restricting  the  pow- 
ers of  congress  in  relation  to  embargo  and  the  interdiction 
of  commerce,  was,  that  commerce,  though*  a  vital  interest 
in  the  United  States,  the  success  of  which  is  essential  to  the 
^  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  to  the 
wealth,  finai)ces,  defence,  and  liberty  of  the  nation,  yet  be- 
ing necessarily  conducted  by  a  small  minority,  they  are  una- 
ble 16  protect  themselves  against  the  sudden  and  injudicious 
decisions  of  bare  majorities,  and  the  mistaken  or  oppressive 
projects  of  those  who  are  not  actively  concerned  in  its  pur- 
suits. When  therefore  the  past  system  of  embargoes  and 
commercial  restrictions  shall  have  been  reviewed;  when  the 
fluctuation  and  inconsistency  of  public  measures,  betraying  a 
want  of  information  as  well  as  feeling  in  the  majority,  shall 
have  been  considered;  the  reasonableness  of  some  restric- 
tions upon  the  power  of  a  bare  majority  to  repeat  these  op- 
pressions will  appear  to  be  obvious. 

The  considerations  which  were  conceived  to  call  for  the 
restriction  on  the  power  of  making  oflFensive  war,  were,  that 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  is  unfavourable  to  its  success- 
ful prosecution,  while  the  felicity  of  our  situation  exempts 
us  from  its  necessity.  In  this  case,  as  in  the  former,  those 
more  immediately  exposed  to  its  effects  are  a  minority  of  the 
nation.  The  majority,  indeed,  must  feel  at  last;  but  this  ap« 
peal  to  its  sensibility  comes  too  late.  It  was  also  alleged  that 
the  western  states,  remote  from  immediate  danger,  would  not 
be  averse  from  the  occasional  disturbances  of  the  Atlantic 
states;  and  thus  interest  might  combine  with  passion  and  in<« 
trigue  to  plqnge  the  nation  into  needless  wars. 

The  exclusion  of  foreigners  from  office  is  considered  both 
politic  and  necessaiy.  Why  admit,  to  a  participation  in  the 
government,  it  is  asked,  aliens,  who  were  vto  parties  to  t^g 
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compact,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  our  institutions, 
and  have  no  stake  in  the  welfare  of  the  country,  but  what  is 
recent  and  transitory.  It  is  surely  a  privilege  sufficient  to  ad- 
mit them,  after  due  probation,  to  become  citizens  for  all  but 
political  purposes. 

The  limitations  respecting  the  office  of  president  are  con- 
sidered necessary  on  account  of  the  intrigues  to  which  the 
present  system  gives  rise.  The  first  exertion  of  vast  patron- 
age, it  is  alleged,  is  directed  towards  the  security  of  a  new 
election.  The  interest  of  the  country,  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple, even  honest  fame,  and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  poste- 
rity, become  secondary  considerations.  A  president  whose 
political  career  is  limited  to  a  single  election  may  find  no 
other  interest  than  will  be  promoted  by  making  it  glorious  to 
himself  and  beneficial  to  his  country.  But  the  hope  of  re- 
election is  prolific  of  temptations,  under  which  these  magna- 
nimous motives  are  deprived  of  their  principal  force.  The 
repeated  election  of  the  president  from  any  one  state  is  said 
to  afford  inducements  and  means  for  intrigue  which  tend  to 
create  an  undue  local  influence,  and  establish  the  domination 
of  particular  states.  The  justice  of  securing  to  every  state  a 
fair  and  equal  chance  for  the  election  of  this  officer  from  its 
own  citizens  is  apparent;  and  this  object,  it  is  alleged,  would 
be  essentially  promoted  by  preventing  an  election  from  the 
same  state  twice  in  succession. 

The  convention  conclude  their  report  by  recommending  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  New  England  states  to  adopt  effectual 
measures  for  protecting  their  citizens  from  the  operation  and 
effects  of  all  acts  which  have  been  or  may  be  passed  by  congress 
subjecting  the  militia  or  other  citizens  to  forcible  drafts,  con- 
scriptions, or  impressments,  not  authorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion; and  to  authorize  an  earnest  and  immediate  applics^on 
to  the  general  government,  requesting  their  consent  to  some 
arrangement  whereby  these  states,  may,  separately  or  in  con- 
cert, be  empowered  to  assume  on  themselves  the  defence  of 
their  territory;  and  that  a  reasonable  portion  of  the  taxes  col- 
lected within  these  states  may  be  paid  into  their  respective 
treasuries,  and  appropriated  to  the  paynknt  of  the  balance 
due  them,  and  to  their  future  defence;  shpuld  this  applica- 
tion be  unsuccessful,  and  peace  not  be  concluded,  and  the  de- 
fence of  these  states  be  neglected  as  it  had  been  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  the  convention  expressed'  their 
opinion  that  the  legislatures  should  appoint  delegates  to  ano- 
ther, convention  to  meet  at  Boston  in  the  following  June,  with. 
such  poweis  and  instructions  as  tHe  exigencies  of  a  ciWb  so 
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momentous  may  require.  The  convention  also  recommend, 
where  it  has  not  already  been  done,  that  the  governors  of  the 
respective  states  be  authorized  to  raise  troops  for  defence; 
and  that  their  amendments  to  the  constitution  should  be 
adopted,  and  should  be  proposed  to  the  other  state  legisla- 
tures, and,  in  such  cases  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  to  a 
convention  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  state. 

§  9.  The  report  of  the  convention  was  laid  before  the  New 
England  legislatures.  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  alone 
acted  on  that  part  which  recommends  an  application  to  the 
general  government  for  the  produce  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the 
state  to  enable  her  to  raise  forces  for  her  protection,  and  to 
pay  for  the  militia  called  out  under  state  authority,  by  ap- 
pointing delegates  to  proceed  to  Washington.  But  govern- 
ment refused  to  receive  them  in  their  official  capacity,  and 
the  peace  soon  rendered  their  application  unnecessary.  These 
states  and  Rhode  Island  also  passed  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  but  they  have  elsewhere  been  uniformly  reject- 
ed. One  of  the  most  luminous  essays  on  this  subject  was  a 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania  on 
the  proposed  amendments,  which  perhaps  is  more  deserving 
of  attention  from  its  proceeding  from  the  pen  of  a  federal 
member,  who  would  naturally  be  inclined  to  treat  the  propo- 
sitions of  those  states  called  federal  with  delicacy  and  atten- 
tion. We  shall  therefore  conclude  by  giving  a  conci^  view 
of  this  report,  as  a  counterpart  to  that  of  the  convention. 

J  10.  The  report  commences  by  a  short  vindication  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  the  suspicion  of  yielding  up  her  judgment  to 
the  influence  of  interested  motives.  She  has  scarcely  any 
slaves;  she  is  at  once  agricultural  as  well  as  commercial;  her 
relative  importance  can  be  but  little  affected  by  the  addition 
of  new  states;  and  during  the  whole  history  of  her  connexion 
with  the  union,  content  with  fulfilling  her  duties  to  it,  she  has 
Beither  claimed  nor  courted  the  elevation  of  any  of  her  ci- 
tizens to  the  chief  magistracy. 

The  subject  of  slave-representation,  which  it  is  the  object 
of  the  first  amendment  to  do  away,  is  acknowledged  to  be 
surrounded  by  difficulties.  It  presented  important  obstacles 
to  the  original  formation  of  the  constitution,  which  were 
eventually  overcome  by  compromise.  The  relative  situation 
of  the  slave-holding  states  have  not  altered  in  their  favour 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  the 
number  of  slaves,  and  of  course  the  power  they  confer,  is 
actually  decreasing  in  proportion  to  the  whites.  In  1790,  the 
shveipirere  697,697,  out  of  3,929,326,  more  than  Vifjih  of 
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the  whole  population.  In  1810,  they  were  1,191,365  out  of 
7,239,903,  not  quite  a  sixth.  And  the  decrease  must  soon  be 
greater,  as  the  importation  of  slaves,  which  was  allowed  dur- 
ing 18  years  of  this  period,  is  now  prohibited.  These  calcu- 
lations, applied  to  the  progress  of  the  black  and  white  popu- 
lation among  thf  slave-holding  states  themselves,  and  to  the 
relative  strength  of  the  representation  caused  by  the  slaves, 
shows  that  the  balance  of  power  established  as  to  represcn«» 
tation  has  not  been  deranged  in  favour  of  the  slave-holding 
states,  but,  on  the  contran*,  a  gradual  decline  in  their  compa* 
rative  representation  has  taken  place. 

But  on  the  subject  of  the  comparative  influence  of  the 
states,  those  of  New  England  have  least  of  all  reason  to 
complain.  The  true  sufferers  in  the  confederacy,  those  who 
alone  have  cause  to  lament  the  disproportion  between  their 
strength  and  their  power,  are  the.  large  middle  states.  The  ef- 
ficient power  of  any  state  in  the  union  does  not  depend  on 
the  number  of  its  representatives  in  one  branch  of  congress* 
It  is  compounded  of  the  number  of  those  representatives, 
and  the  number  of  its  senators;  nor  can  anv  true  estimate  of 
the  relative  importance  of  the  states  'be  formed,  if  this  promi- 
nent consideration  be  overlooked.  The  senate  is  in  fact  the 
.  principal  depositary  of  the  national  power.  An  integral  branch 
of  the  legislature,  none  of  the  most  ordinary  acts  of  govern- 
ment can  be  performed  without  its  consent;  the  high  court 
of  impeachment,  it  exercises  the  authority  of  a  true  judicial 
tribunal.  The  treaty-making  power  is  there;  no  officer  can  be 
appointed  without  its  consent.  And  so  far  are  these  privileges 
from  being  merely  nominal,  that  we  have  seen  that  body  re- 
ject the  nominations  of  the  president,  refuse  to  ratify  articles 
of  a  foreign  treat^,  and  deny  its  assent  to  laws  recommended 
by  the  president,  and  passed  by  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature. The  best  test  of  power,  therefore,  is  in  the  senate, 
and  it  is  there  that  the  complaining  states  actually  enjoy  an 
ample  indemnity  for  all  the  iaequalides  in  their  representa- 
tion. The  state  of  Connecticut,  of  Vermont,  or  of  New  Hamp- 
shire does  not  possess  a  third  of  the  population  of  New  York 
dr  of  Pennsylvania:  yet  they  have  each  a  voice  in  the  senate 
equal  to  that  of  these  states.  For  every  inhabitant  in  Rhode 
Island  there  are  more  than  ten  in  Pennsylvania,  and  more 
than  twelve  in  New  York:  yet  in  all  that  concerns  the  com- 
merce, the  agriculture,  the  whole  destioies  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  the  76,000  people  of  Rhode  Island  have  an 
equal  voice  with  the  959,000 of  New  York,  or  the  j^  10,000  of 
Pennsylvania*  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  contain  JIbout 
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300,000  inhabitants  more  than  all  the  five  states  east  of  the 
Hudson:  vet  those  states  have  no  less  than  ten  voices  in  the 
senate,  while  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  have  together 
only  four.  Compared  with  the  slave -holding  states  this  dis- 
parity, though  less  striking,  is  sufficiently  obvious.  The  New 
England  states  enjoy  another  advantage.  Their  citizens  have 
spread  themselves  all  over  the  union;  and  a  great  number  of 
the  members  of  congress  from  the  middle  and  western  states 
are  emigrants  from  the  northern;  whose  early  associations 
will  give  them  a  natural  and  honourable  respect  for  the  land 
of  their  nativity.  From  these  considerations,  the  committee 
conclude,  that  if  any  change  in  the  fundamental  principle  of 
representation  be  desirable,  it  should  be  a  complete  one,  such 
a  one  as  would  place  the  real  power  of  the  government  on  the 
basis  of  it^  white  population, and  render  the  number  not  merely 
of  representatives  but  of  senators  proportioned  to  the  free  white 
inhabitants  of  the  union.  Any  alteration  less  than  this  would 
be  only  partial  in  its  operation  and  would  vary  the  terms  of 
the  original  compact,  without  carrying  into  full  and  fair  ope- 
ration the  new  principle  introduced  into  it. 

With  regard  to  new  states  the  right  as  well  as  justice  of 
varying  their  terms  of  admission  are  equally  doubtful.  A  so- 
lemn stipulation  was  entered  into  respecting  the  territory 
north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  previous  to  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  constitution,  which  it  is  beyond  the  power  of 
congress  to  alter;  and  to  other  parts  of  the  vacant  territory 
of  the  United  States,  it  seems  equally  wise  and  judicious  to 
aBow  a  share  of  power  correspondent  to  their  growing  wealth 
and  population.  The  progress  of  our  history  has  not  taught 
us  to  apprehend  danger  from  this  source.  Since  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  five  new  states  have  been  admitted  into 
Ae  union:  one  in  the  north,  Vermont;  one  in  the  south,  Loui- 
siana; three  in  the  west,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee. 
Thus  it  appears  that  no  paiticular  section  of  country  has  been 
a  gainer  by  the  admission  of  new  states;  and  that  the  privi- 
lege of  forming  them  has  been  accorded  indiscriminately  to 
aQ,  in  proportion  as  their  powers  have  been  developed. 

The  committee  see  little  in  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
limiting  the  duration  of  embargoes  to  recommend  it;  and  they 
foresee  in  practice  very  serious  inconveniencies  from  it.  In 
most  other  nations,  an  embargo  is  principally  used  as  a  tem- 
•porary  detention,  to  conceal  or  to  facilitate  the  departure  of 
some  expedition;  but  in  addition  to  these  causes,  Qur  peculiar 
situation  gives  to  such  a  measure  a  character  of  defensive 
war^^as'well  as  of  offensive  hostility.  An  embargo,  may  here 
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be  imposed  as  a  preliminarv  to  war,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taining at  home  resources  which  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
adversaries,  and  of  warning  our  citizens  to  seek  shelter  from 
impending  hostilities.  I'his  country,  too,  stands  in  a  relation 
to  the  world  which  no  other  nation  occupies.  The  United 
States  is  a  great  granary,  from  which  many  other  coutitries 
are  supplied,  and  some  have  been  occasionally  fed.  To  with- 
hold, for  a  time,  those  necessary  supplies  from  a  nation  com- 
mitting aggressions  against  us,  is  a  measure  of  fair,  obvious, 
and  effectual  hostility,  by  which  the  offf^nding  nation  may  be 
reclaimed  to  a  just  course  of  conduct.  Such  a  measure  should, 
therefore,  be  left,  with  the  other  incidents  of  war,  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  congress.  But  it  is  obvious,  that  the  efficacy  of  an 
embargo  may  depend  on  its^duration.  Approaching  hostili- 
ties may  not  be  averted  or  determined  in  60  days.  Within 
60  days  a  refusal  to  furnish  supplies  mav  be  productive  of  no 
inconvenience  to  an  enemy.  If  it  be  said  the  embargo  may 
be  renewed,  why  the  necessit>^  of  anv  limitation  of  time,- 
since  the  same  power  which  can  renew  a  limited,  may  repeal 
an  unqualified  embargo,  when  circumstances  require  it.  But, 
during  the  long  recess  of  congress,  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  renew  an  embargo  every  60  days.  The  more  judicious 
plan  seems  to  be  to  trust  the  power  where  it  now  is;  and  thi* 
the  more  willingly,  as  our  recent  experience  will  have  fur- 
nished the  means  of  ascertaining  the  nature  and  the  value  of 
that  species  of  restriction. 

The  amendment  requiring  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress to  concur  in  order  to  interdict  commercial  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations  is  conceived  by  the  committee  to  be 
equally  improper  and  futile.  The  power  of  regulating  inter-' 
course  with  foreign  nations,  is  so  inherent  and  inseparable  an 
incident  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  union,  that  it  cannot  be 
taken  from  it  without  impairing  its  most  important  functions. 
A  majority  of  congress  have  now,  and  would  have,  even  af- 
ter the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  the  right  of  *'  regulating 
commerce  with  foreign  nations."  They  have  a  right,  by  enor- 
mous duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  by  imposition  on  foreiga 
ships,  by  the  various  devicesof  commercial  legislation,  to  es- 
tablish a  virtual  interdict  between  us  and  foreign  nations.  It 
is  not  perceived,  therefore,  that  any  thing  would  be  gained, 
by  requiring  two- thirds  to  do  nominally  what  a  majority  may  do 
actually;  and  even  the  little  thus  gained  from  the  sovereignty 
of  the  union  would  be  not  only  without  use,  but  actually  inju- 
rious, by  weakening  some  of  the  most  essential  and  valuable 
powers  o^  a  well  organized  government. 
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The  limitation  of  the  power  to  declare  war  is  considered 
equally  dangerous  to  the  freedom  and  greatness  of  the  coun- 
try. The  distinction,  also,  drawn  between  offensive  and  de- 
fensive war  would  be  wholly  fallacious  in  practice.  Offensive 
hostilities  are  often  the  best  means  of  defence;  and  that  surely 
would  be  a  most  impolitic  arrangement,  which  would  cuii> 
the.  sprit  and  fetter  the  strength  of  the  nation,  which  would 
condemn  it  to  witness  the  grossest  insults  and  injuries,  which 
would  render  it  the  inactive  spectator  of  hi)stilities  against  us 
on  the  ocean,  and  the  total  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce, 
until  the  enemy  would  relieve  us  from  the  thraldom  of  a  small 
minority  by  an  actual  invasion  of  our  soil;  for  such  an  ar- 
rangement would  actually  leave  the  whole  nation  at  the  mer- 
cy of  a  small  minority,  representing  perhaps  the  least  popu- 
lous part  of  the  union.  Suppose,  for  instance,  such  a  mea- 
sure recommended  by  the  president,  and  passed  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  house  of  representatives.  On  the  floor  of 
the  senate,  if  the  members  from  Rhode  Island,  Vermont, 
New- Hampshire,  Delaware,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana  com- 
bmed^  the  law  would  be  defeated;  that  is,  the  representatives 
of  a  white  population  of  766,786  souls,  a  population  less  than 
that  of  New  York  alone,  or  Pennsylvania  alone,  would  have 
the  power  of  controlling  the  whole  union;  the  representa- 
tives of  910,959  souls  would  govern  the  fate  of  7,239,903; 
about  one- seventh  part  of  the  union  would  thus  be  made 
complete  masters  of  the  whole. 

The  rendering  naturalized  foreigners  ineligible  to  office  is 
also  considered  impolitic.  There  is  scarcely  a  nation  in  Eu- 
rope which  does  not  habitually  employ  the  talents  of  stran- 
gers, wherever  they  can  be  most  useful.  Even  in  England, 
the  most  fastidious  of  nations  with  regard  to  strangers,  natura- 
lisation is  in  many  respects  more  easv  than  in  the  United  States. 
Within  the  present  reign,  several  officers  of  high  rank,  both 
civil  and  military,  are  employed  in  important  and  confiden- 
tial stations  by  the  government  of  that  country.  In  the  general 
government  the  number  of  foreigners  in  office  is  but  small, 
and  we  enjoy  a  greater  security  on  this  head  than  other  na- 
tions .from  the  deliberation  with  which  the  choice  must  be 
made,  the  probationary  term  of  residence,  and  the  certainty 
that  no  foreigner  can  rise  to  power  but  by  the  voluntary  suff- 
rage of  the  community.  It  maybe  fairly  questioned,  whether 
the  total  exclusion  proposed  is  generous  to  others,  or  wise  to 
ourselves.  The  revolutions  of  Europe  may  hereafter  drive, 
as  they  have  already  driven,  many  an  honourable  and  dis* 
tinguished  exile  to  the  shelter  of  our  hospitality.    The  dis- 
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tance  which  separates  him  from  his  native  country  is  some 
guarantee,  that  he  has  not  chosen  his  new  residence  from  any- 
motive  of  levity,  but  from  deliberate  choice;  and  when  he 
has  abjured  his  allegiance  to  that  country*;  when  his  fortunes 
and  family  are  fixed  among  us;  when  he  has  closed  all  the 
avenues  to  his  return;  when  a  long  probation  has  evinced  his 
attachment  to  our  institutions;  why  should  his  mind  continue 
still  in  exile,  and  why  should  the  natural  and  honourable  am- 
fajtion  for  political  distinction,  be  extinguished  for  ever  in  his 
breast?  why,  too,  should  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the  choice 
of  such  a  man,  whose  European  experience  may  be  useful,  if 
the 'deliberate  voice  of  the  community  is  in  his  favour? 

The  independence  of  character  which  it  is  supposed  will 
be  secured  by  the  proposed  amendment  relative  tojjthe  elec* 
tion  of  president  would  be  highly  desirable;  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  inconveniences  which  would  result  fi^om  it  would 
greatly  overbalance  its  advantages.  The  instability  and  vacil- 
lation, for  instance,  which  such  frequent  changes  give  to  the 
administration;  the  denial  to  the  nation  of  the  future  services 
of  a  president,  who  has  proved  himself  eminently  qualified 
for  his  office,  and  the  destruction  of  one  great  inducement  * 
to  good  conduct  in  an  officer,  the  hope  of  being  rewarded  by 
future  confidence  for  past  services* 

With  regard  to  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment,  ex- 
perience has  not  proved  the  utility  of  selecting  officers  of 
any  kind,  with  reference  merely  to  their  places  of  residence; 
and  all  those  arrangements  which  indicate  that  we  are  citi- 
zens of  a  state,  rather  than  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are 
not  now  to  be  encouraged.  It  is  wiser  to  leave  the  choice  of 
the  nation  perfectly  unrestrained:  and  to  suffer  the  discern- 
ment of  the  country  to  select  its  best  citizens,  without  re- 
garding the  section  of  the  union  where  they  may  happen  to 
reside. 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS. 


AKER1CAN   AND   BRITISH   ACCOUNTS   OF   THE   AFFAIR    AT 

LA    CO&E. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Wilkinson  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated  Province  of  Lower  Caiiada,  Odell  Town, 
March  31,  1814. 

Sir, 

WE  have  had  an  affair  with  the  enemy,  in  which  our 
troops  have  given  him  another  test  of  firmness  and  vah^ur. 

Pursuant  to  the  designs  communicated  to  you  in  mv  last, 
and  to  accomplish  your  views  if  in  my  power,  I  entered  Ca- 
nada yesterday  morning,  and  was  met  by  the  enemy  near  this 
place  about  11  o'clock,  whom  we  forced  at  ever)'  point  of  at- 
tack on  the  route  to  La  Cole,  distant  from  hence  one  league, 
and  from  St.  John's  six.  We  reached  the  former  post  about 
three  o'clock,  and  found  there  a  strong  corps  in  possession  of  a 
spacious  lofty  stone  mill,  of  which  I  had  received  some  in- 
formation. All  18  pounder  had  been  ordered  forward  to  ef- 
fect the  destruction  of  this  building;  hut  it  broke  down,  and 
after  being  repaired,  the  only  road  of  approach  through  a  deep 
forest  was  reported  to  be  impracticable  to  a  gun  of  such  weight. 
An  opinion  prevailed  at  the  same  time  with  the  chief  engineer, 
majpr  Totten,  founded  on  intelligence  previously  received, 
and  several  of  the  best  informed  officers,  that  an  iron  twelve 
would  suffice  to  make  a  breach;  but  after  a  fair  and  tedious 
experiment,  at  three  hundred  yards  distance  only,  it  was  dis- 
covered our  batter}'  could  make  no  impression. 

Brigadier-generals  Smith  and  Bissell  covered  our  guns,  and 
brigadier-general  Macomb,  with  a  select  corps,  formed  the 
reserve.  The  enemy  had  been  reported,  from  a  source  con- 
sidered strictly  confidential,  at  two  thousand  five  hundred 
strong,  and  his  first  attack  of  my  right  favored  the  report^ 
from  the  use  he  made  of  congreve  rockets  and  other  indica- 
tions of  deliberate  preparation;  the  corps,  therefore,  were 
held  in  high  order  to  receive  his  combined  attack.     Yet  be- 
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licviDg  in  the  eflSc^cy  of  oar  batten',  dispositions  had  been 
made  to  intercept  the  enemy  should  he  evacuate  the  post,  and 
to  give  it  the  utmost  efFe=  t,  we  were  obliged  to  take  ground 
near  the  margin  of  the  field  which  encompassed  the  mill. 
During  thf  cannonade,  which  was  returned  with  vivacity  by 
the  enemv*s  galleys  (I  prt- sume),  several  sorties  and  desperate 
charge  s#\vere  made  from  the  mill  upon  our  battery,  which 
were  repulsed  wiih  incredible  coolness  by  the  covering  corps, 
at  the  expe.nse  of  some  blood  and  some  lives  on  both  sides; 
it  is  reported  to  me  that  in  the  last  charge  a  captain  of  grena- 
diers and  fifteen  men  fell  together,  but  I  cannot  vouch  for  the 
fact.  Finding  all  our  attempts  to  make  a  breach  unsuccess- 
ful, I  withdrew  the  battery,  called  in  my  detachments,  and 
having  removed  our  dead  and  wounded  and  every  thing  else, 
fell  b:ck  to  this  place  about  six  o'clock. 

Wheie  a  military  corps  appears  to  be  universally  animated 
by  ihf  same  sensibilities,  where  the  only  competition  is  for 
danger  and  glory,  individual  distinctions  seem  improper,  ex- 
cept in  extraordinary  cases,  such  as  the  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded  our  battery  yesterday.  Capt.  M'Pher- 
son  of  the  light  artillery  (my  military  secretary),  impelled  by 
the  noble  spirit  which  marks  his  whole  character,  asked  per- 
mission to  take  part  in  the  operations  of  the  day  with  his 
proper  arm ;  he  was  indulged,  and  being  first  for  command, 
took  charge  of  the  pieces  which  followed  the  advance  and 
formed  our  battery,  in  which  he  was  seconded  by  lieutenants 
Larrabee  and  Sheldon.  On  opening  his  fir#he  seemed  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  he  could  make  an  impression  on  the 
work,  but  he  soon  received  a  wound  under  the  chin,  which 
he  tied  up  with  his  handkerchief,  and  continued  at  his  piece 
until  a  second  shot,  which  broke  his  thigh,  brought  him  to 
the  earth.  Larrabee  had  kept  his  station  until  shot  through 
the  lungs,  and  Sh'  Idon  ktpt  up  the  fire  until  ordered  to  re- 
tire.—  The  conduct  of  these  genilemen  has,  from  the  nature 
of  their  duties,  been  so  conspicuously  gallant  fe  to  attract  the 
admiration  of  their  brethren  in  arms,  and  should  (I  humbly 
conceive)  be  distinguished  by  the  executive. 

I  have  sent  forward  my  wounded  who  can  bear  the  move- 
ment to  Plattsburgh  or  Burlington,  and  those  who  cannot 
will  be  provided  for  at  Champlain, 

I  would  hold  this  position  until  I  receive  further  orders, 
were  it  not  for  the  difficulty  of  transporting  our  provisions, 
and  the  impossibility  to  cover  the  troops;  but  I  shall  not  re- 
tire further  than  Champlain,  which  will  place  us  twenty  five 
miles  from  St.  John's,  and  forty-two  from  Montreal. 
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I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  confessing  my  obligations 
to  my  general  and  field  officers,  and  to  my  general  staflF  of 
every  grade,  for  the  able  and  prompt  support  I  received  from 
them.  So  small  an  affair  does  not  merit  so  tedious  a  detail, 
but  it  warrants  the  remark  that  it  will  produce  a  degree  of 
self  confidence,  of  reciprocal  trust,  of  harmony  and  friendly 
attachments  in  this  corps  highly  beneficial  co  the  service.  It 
is  a  lesson  of  command  to  the  officers,  and  of  obedience  to 
the  soldiers,  worth  a  whole  year's  drill  of  empty  parades. 

The  returns  of  killed  and  wounded  have  not  yet  been  fur- 
nished, but  they  will  not  exceed  80  or  90,  including  a  captain 
and  4  subalterns,  and  this  shall  be  furnished  to-morrow  or 
next  day.  For  the  information  of  their  friends,  you  have  at 
foot  the  names  of  the  wounded  officers. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JA.  WILKINSOX. 

Names  of  officers  wpinided, 

.  Captain  M'Pherson,  lieutenant  Larrabee,  light  artille-- 
T)%— Lieutenant  Green,  1 1  h  infantry. — Lieutenant  Parker, 
14th  infantr}'. — Lieutenant  Kerr,  rifle  regiment. 

The  Honorable  Secretary  at  War, 

Head'Slitarters  UAcadie,  ^Ut  March,  1814. 

GENEKAL  ORDER. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has  received 
from  major-general  De  Kottenburg,  through  major-general 
Vincent,  the  report  of  licuttmant-colonel  Williims,  13-h  re- 
giment, commanding  St.  John's  and  the  posts  in  advance,  on 
the  Richelieu  river — stating  that  the  outposts  on  the  com- 
munication leading  from  Odell  Town,  toBurtonvilU-  and  La 
Cole  Mill,  were  attacked  at  an  earh  hour  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th  instant  by  the  enemy,  in  great  force,  collected  from 
Burlington  and  Plattsburg,  under  the  command  of  major-ge* 
neral  Wilkinson.  The  piquets  retreated  in  good  order,  be- 
fore superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  disputing  his  advance. 
The  advance  on  the  Burtonville  road  was  not  persevertd  in; 
and  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  was  directed  against  the 
post  of  La  Cole,  entrusted  to  the  command  of  major  Hand- 
cock,  of  the  13th  regiment,  who  reports  ihat  his  piquets  from 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  advance,  bi  ing  driven  in,  the  enemy 
shortly  after  appeared  in  great  force,  and  established  a  bat- 
tery of  three  12-pounders,  which  was  opened  on  the  roiU 
block-house. 


4j  lilSTORlCAL  REGISTER. 

Major  TIandcock,  receiving  intelligence  of  the  approach  of 
the  two  flank  companit-s  of  the  13th  regiment  to  his  relief, 
ordered  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's  guns,  which,  although 
executed  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  could  not  succeed,  in 
consequence  of  the  surrounding  woods  being  filled  with  in- 
fantry for  their  support.  Another  opportunity  presented  it- 
self, and  was  instantly  st- ized  by  the  grt-nadier  company  of 
the  Canadian  fencibles  and  a  company  of  voltigeurs,  who 
havinj^  followed  the  movement  of  the  enemy  from  the  Bur- 
tonville  road,  with  a  view  lO  reinforce  the  point  attacked, 
made  a  spirited  attempt  to  get  possession  of  the  enemy's 
guns;  but  although  foiled  in  this  object,  from  his  very  supe- 
rior numbers,  succeeded  in  gaining  the  block-house. 

Both  these  gallant  attacks  have  been  attended  with  the  loss 
of  several  brave  soldiers.  Captain  Ellard,  13th  regiment,  was 
wounded  while  leading  his  company  to  the  assault;  and  major 
Handcock  regrets  the  temporary,  loss  of  his  able  services. 
He  expresses  himself  indebted  to  captain  Ritter,  of  the  fron- 
tier light  infantry,  who,  fiom  his  local  knowledge  of  the 
country,  was  enabled  to  afford  him  the  most  essential  ser* 
vice  and  information. 

Major  Handcock  speaks  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  of 
the  detachment  of  marines  under  lieutenants  Caldwell  and 
Burton;  and  expresses  the  strong  obligations  he  feels  himself 
under  to  captain  Pring  of  the  royal  navy,  for  his  prompt  and 
able  support,  in  bringing  a  s^oop  and  the  gun-boats  from  the 
Isle  aux  Noix  to  the  mouth  of  La  Cole  river;  from  whence 
his  fire  was  most  destructive  and  galling  to  the  enemy:  and  to 
lieutenant  Creswick  (H.  N.),  who  was  most  active  and  zealous 
in  landing  two  field-pieces  and  stores,  and  getting  them  from 
the  boats  to  the  mill  block-house. 

The  enemy  persevered  in  his  attack  until  night-fall,  when 
he  with4rew  his  guns,  and  retreated  by  the  road  to  Odell 
Town",  having  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces. most  cordially 
agrees  in  the  high  tribute  of  praise  bestowed  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Williams  on  major  Handcock,  for  his  most  judicious 
and  undaunted  defence  of  the  post  committed  to  his  charge, 
and  to  all  the  troops  immediately  engaged  in  its  defence,  for 
their  spirited  and  determined  good  conduct. 

The  flank  companies  of  the  13th  regiment,  the  grenadiers 
of  the  Canadian  fencibles,  and  the  company  of  voltigeurs, 
seized  with  avidity  the  opportunities  presented  them  to  sig- 
nalize their  entire  devotion  to  the  service. 

His  excellency  has  only  left  to  express  his  most  entire  ap- 
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probation  of  the  judgment,  zeal,  and  unwearied  assiduitv  dis- 
played by  lieutenant-colonel  Williams,  13th  regiment,  in  his 
arrangements  for  the  defence  of  the  important  posis  placed 
tinder  his  immediate  command,  and  to  m:jjor-gencral  Vin- 
cent, for  the  excellent  disposition  of  the  force  under  his  or- 
ders, by  which,  without  unnecessarilv  harassing  the  troops, 
that  prompt  support  was  ir.stantly  applied  at  ev.'r\    point  of 
this  extensive  line  of  frontier,  that  the  en  w  's  f(iin  th  aUempt 
to  invade  this  province,  has,  like  his  former    ft\.«ts,  n  coiled 
on  his  own  head  with  disgrace  and  defeat,  fj  om  the  hravcry 
and  steadiness  of  the  advanced  posts  of  the  army.     Nor  can 
his  excellency  pass  over  the  steady  discipline  and  cheerful 
conduct  evinced  by  all  the  troops  brought  lorv  ard  to  support 
the  advanced  posts  in  this  most  harassing  and   unfavourable 
season,  without  rendering  to  them  that  praise,  which  is  most 
justly  their  due. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  the  SOt/i  Marc/u 

13th  Regiment  (Grenadiers — 8  rank  and  file  killed — 1  cap- 
tain, 1  subaltern,  1  serjcant,  31  rank  and  fiU-  wounded. — 13th 
Regiment  Light  Infantry — 1  rank  and  file  killed — 1  Serjeant, 
S  rank  and  file  wounded,  1  missing. — 13th  Regimen  ,  captain 
Blake*s  company — 1  rank  and  file  killed. — Canadian  Grena- 
diers-—! rank  and  file  killed — 3  rank  and  file  wounded — 2 
rank  and  file  missing.— Total  killed — 10  rank  and  file.— 
Wounded — 1  captain,  1  subaltern,  2  serjeanls,  42  rank  and 
file,-— Missing — 4  rank  and  file. — Officers  wounded— ^captain 
Heard  and  ensign  Whitford*  13th  regiment. 

EDWAUD  BAYNKS, 
Adjutant-General^  N.  A. 


AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH   ACCOUNTS  OF  THE    AFFAIR   ON  THE 

RIVER  THAMES. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Holmes^  to  lieutenant-colonel 

Butler^  commanding  at  Detroit^  and  transmitted  to  the  De* 

partment  of  War  by  General  Harrison  > 
Sir,  Fort  Covington^  March  lOM,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  in  writing,  that  the  expedition 
sent  under  my  command  against  the  enemy's  posts  by  your 
special  orders  of  the  21st  ultimo,  had  the  good  fortune  on 
the  4th  instant  to  meet  and  subdue  a  force  double  its  own,  fresh 
from  the  barracks,  and  led  by  a  distinguished  officer* 

I  had  been  compelled  to  kave  the  artillery,  by  the  invinci* 


6]  HISTORICAL  RiEGISTER- 

ble  difficulties  of  the  route  from  Point  au  Plait  to  the  Round 
O.  N)  wheel  carriage  lif  any  kind  had  ever  attempted  it 
before,  and  none  will  ever  pass  it  until  the  brush  and  fallen 
timber  are  cut  awa\',  and  the  swamp  causewayed  or  drained* 
After  joining  captain  Gill,  I  bt  gan  the  march  for  Fort  Talbot, 
but  was  soon  convinced  of  its  being  impossible  to  reach  the 
post,  in  time  to  secure  any  force  which  mip^ht  be  there  or  ad- 
jacent. This  conviction,  united  with  the  information  that  the 
enemv  had  a  force  at  Delaware  upon  the  Thames,  that  I 
should  be  expected  at  F<«»t  l\iii)ot,  and  consequenth ,  that  a 
previous  descent  upon  Delaware  might  deceive  the  foe,  and 
lead  him  to  expose  me  some  point  in  defending  others  he 
might  think  menaced,  and  coupled  with  the  possibility  that' 
hearing  of  captain  Willi's  march  to  the  Round  O,  by  McGre- 
gor's militia,  whom  he  had  pursued,  a  detachment  had  de- 
scended the  Thames  to  intercept  him,  determined  me  to  ex- 
ercise the  discretion  allowed  by  the  order,  and  to  strike  at 
once  upon  the  river. 

On  the  3d  instant,  when  only  fifteen  miles  from  Delaware, 
we  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  left  Delaware 
with  the  intention  of  descending  the  river,  and  that  we  should 
probably  meet  him  in  one  hour;  that  his  force  consisted  of  a 
light  company  from  the  Royal  Scots,  mustering  for  duty  120 
men;  a  light  company  from  the  89th  regiment  of  foot  (effi- 
ciency not  known);  Caldwell's  Indians,  and  M'Gregors  mili- 
tia: amounting  in  all  to  about  300  men.  My  command  origin- 
ally had  not  exceeded  180  rank  and  file.  Hunger,  cold,  and 
fatigue  had  brought  on  diseasef  and  though  none  died,  all 
were  exceedingly  depressed,  and  sixteen  had  been  ordered 
home  as  unable  to  continue  the  march.  I  resolved  therefore 
to  avoid  the  conflict  on  equal  grounds,  and  immediately  re- 
treated five  miles  for  the  sake  of  a  good  position,  on  the  west- 
ern bank  of  the  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  leaving  captain  GiU 
with  twenty  rangers  to  cover  the  rear,  and  to  watch  the  ene- 
my's motions.  We  had  encamped  but  a  few  minutes,  when 
captain  Gill  joined,  after  exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy'a 
advance,  in  vainly  attempting  to  reconnoitre  his  force.  The 
Twenty  Mile  Creek  runs  from  north  to  south,  through  a  deep 
and  wide  ravine,  and  of  course  is  flanked  east  and  west  by 
lofty  heights.  My  camp  was  formed  upon  the  western  heights* 
The  enemy's  upon  the  opposite.  During  the  night  of  the  3d 
all  was  quiet.  At  sun-rise  on  the  4th,  the  enemy  appeared 
thinly  upon  the  opposite  heights,  fired  upon  us  without  effect, 
and  vanished.  After  waiting  some  time  for  their  re-appear- 
ance^  lieutenant  Knox  of  the  rangers  was  sent  to  reconnoitre* 
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On  his  return,  he  reported  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  with 
the  utmost  precipitation,  U-aving  his  baggap;e  scatteft- d  upon 
the  road,  and  that  his  trail  and  firt- s  made  him  out  not  more 
than  seventy  men.     Mortified  at  thf  supposition  of  having 
retrograded  from  this  diminutive  for«r,I  insrantly  commenced 
the  pursuit,  with  ihe  design  of  attacking  Dclawaie  before  the 
opening  of  another  day.  We  F^ad  not  however  pioceedfd  be- 
yond five  miles,  when  captain  Lee,  commnnding  the  advance, 
discovered  the  enem)  in  considerable  force,  arranging  him- 
self for  battle.     The  symptoms  of  fear  and  flight  were  now 
easily  traced  to  the  purpose  of  seducing  me  from  the  hi  ights, 
and  so  far  the  plan  succeeded.     But  the  ent'm\-  failed  to  im- 
prove the  advantage.  If  he  had  throv.n  his  chief  forct  across 
the  ravine  above  the  road,  and  occupit  d  our  camp  when  re- 
linquished, thus  obstructing  my  communication  to  the  rear, 
I  should  have  been  driven  upon  D»  laware  againsi  a  superior 
force,  since  found  to  be  station^  d  there,  or  forced  to  take  the 
wilderness  for  Fort  Talbot,  without  forage  or  provisions. 
Heaven  averted  this  calamity.     We  soon  regained  the  posi- 
tion at  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  and  though  the  rangers  were 
gready  disheartened  by  the  retreat,  and  to  a  man  insisted 
upon  not  fighting  the  enemy,  we  decided  an  exhibit  to  that 
spot  the  scene  of  death  or  victory. 

I  was  induced  to  adopt  the  order  of  the  hollow  square^  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  evolution,  which  I  knew  all  the  troops 
were  incompetent  to  perform  in  action.  The  detachments  of 
the  24th  and  28th  infantry  occupied  the  brow  of  the  heights. 
The  detachment  from  the  garnson  of  Detroit  formed  the 
north  front  of  the  square,  the  rangers  the  west,  and  the  mili- 
tia the  south.  Our  horses  and  baggagfe  stood  in  the  centre. 
The  enemy  threw  his  militia  and  Indians  across  the  ravine 
above  the  road,  and  commenced  the  action  with  savage  yells 
and  bugles  sounding  from  the  north,  west,  and  south.  His  re- 
gulars at  the  same  time  charged  down  the  road  from  the  op- 
posite heights,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  charged  up  the  heights 
we  occupied  within  twenty  steps  of  the  American  line,  and 
against  the  most  destructive  fire.  But  his  front  section  was 
shot  to- pieces.  Those  who  followed  were  much  thinned  and 
wounded.  His  officers  were  soon  cut  down,  and  his  anta- 
gonists continued  to  evince  a  degree  of  animation  that  be- 
•  spoke  at  once  their  boldness  and  security.  He  therefore 
abandoned  the  charge,  and  took  cover  in  the  woods  at  dif- 
fused order,  between  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  paces  of  our 
line,  and  placed  all  hope  upon  his  ammunition. 
..    Our  regulars,  being  uncovered,  were  ordered  to  kneel,  thsit 
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the  brow  of  the  heights  might  partly  screen  them  from  the 
cnem\'s  view.  The  firing  increased  on  both  sides  with  great 
vivacity  But  the  crisis  was  oven  I  knew  the  enemy  dared 
not  untover,  and  of  course  no  second  charge  would  be  at- 
tempted. On  the  north,  west,  and  south  front  the  firing  had 
been  sustained  with  much  coolness,  and  with  considerable  loss 
to  the  foe.  Our  tro()j)s  on  those  fronts  being  protected  by- 
logs,  hastih  thrown  together,  and  the  enemy  not  charging^ 
both  tht  I  'lie-  and  the  musket  were  aimed  at  leisure,  perhaps 
always  told,  'i'he  enemy  at  last  became  persuaded  that  Pro- 
vidence had  sealed  the  fortune  of  the  dav.  His  cover  on  the 
east  front  was  insufficient;  Tor  as  he  had  charged  in  column 
of  sections,  and  therefore,  when  dispersing  on  either  side  of 
the  road,  was  unal)le  to  extend  his  flanks,  and  as  our  regulars 
presented  an  extended  front  from  the  beginning,  it  is  evident 
that  a  common  sized  tree  could  not  protect  even  one  man, 
much  less  the  squads  that  often  stood  and  breathed  their  last 
together;  and  yet  upon  his  regulars  the  enemy  relied  for  vic- 
tory- In  concert  therefore,  and  favored  by  the  shades  of  twi- 
light, he  commenced  a  general  retreat  after  one  hour's  close 
and  gallant  conflict. 

I  did  not  pursue,  for  the  following  reasons.  1.  We  had 
triumphed  againsi  numbers  and  discipline,  and  were  there- 
fore under  no  obligation  of  honour  to  incur  additional  hazard. 
2.  In  these  requisites  (numbers  and  discipline)  the  enemy 
were  still  superior,  and  the  night  would  have  insured  success 
to  an  ambuscade.  3.  The  enemy's  bugle  sounded  the  close 
upon  the  opposite  heights.  If  then  we  had  pursued,  we  must 
have  passed  over  to  him  as  he  did  to  us,  because  the  creek 
could  be  passed  on  horseback  at  no  other  point,  and  the  troops 
being  fatigued  and  frost  bitten,  and  their  shoes  cut  to  pieces 
by  the  frozen  ground,  it  was  not  possible  to  pursue  on  foot. 
It  follows,  that  the  attempt  to  pursue  would  have  given  the 
enemy  the  same  advantage  that  produced  the  defeat. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  and  six  privates;  but  the  blood  of  between 
80  and  90  brave  Englishmen,  and  among  them  4  ofilicers, 
avenged  their  fall.  The  commander,  captain  Barden  of  the 
89th,  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
contest.  I'he  whole  American  force  in  action  consisted  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  rank  and  file,  of  whom  seventy  were 
militia,  including  the  rangers.  The  enemy's  regulars  alone 
were  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
strong,  and  his  militia  and  Indians  fought  upon  three  fronts 
t)f  our  scpiarc. 
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I  am  much  indebted  to  all  my  regular  officers,  and  trust 
their  names  will  be  mentioned  to  the  army  and  to  the  war 
department.  Without  intending  a  discrimination  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  exertions  of  lieuttnants  Kouns  and 
Henry  of  the  28th  and  Jackson  and  Potter  of  the  24th  were 
most  conspicuous,  because  fortune  had  opposed  them  to  the 
main  strength  of  the  foe.  Captain  Lee  of  the  Michigan  dra- 
goons was  of  great  assistance  before  the  action  at  the  head  of 
the  advance  and  spies,"and  my  warmest  thanks  are  due  to  act- 
ing sailing-master  Darling  of  the  United  States  schooner  So- 
mers,  who  had  volunteered  to  command  the  artillery.  Ensign 
Heard  of  the  28th,  acting  as  volunteer  adjutant,  merits  my 
acknowledgments,  and  especially  for  his  zeal  in  defending  my 
opinion  against  a  final  retreat,  when  others  permitted  their 
hopes  to  sink  beneath  the  pressure  of  the  moment. 

THe  enemy's  wounded  and'prisoners  wer^  treated  with  the 
utmost  humanity. — Though  some  of  onr  men  were  marching 
in  their  stocking  feet,  they  were  not  permitted  to  take  a  shoe 
even  from  the  dead. 

'  I  have  the  honor,  to  be  with  perfect  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  H.  HOLMKS, 

Captain  24t/i  Infantry* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Butler^  command- 
ing the  Territory  of  3Iichigan  and 
its  dependencies* 

Adjutant-General- s  Office^  ^lebec^  tOtk  March^  1814. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has  received 
from  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  the  report  of  captain 
Stewart,  of  the  Royal  Scots,  of  an  affair  which  took  place 
between  the  detachment  under  the  orders  of  that  officer,  and 
a  body  of  the  enemy,  on  the  4th  instant,  at  Longwood,  in  ad- 
vance of  Delaware  town. 

Captain  Stewart  reports,  that  receiving  a  report  late  on 
the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  from  captain  Caldwell,  that  a 
party  of  the  enemy  had  been  seen  in  Longwood,  he  directed 
the  flank  companies  of  the  Royal  Scots  and  the  light  company 
of  the  89th  regiment,  imder  the  immediate  command  of  cap- 
tain Basden,  89lh  regiment,  to  march  at  day-break  to  the 
support  of  captain  Caldwell;  and  that  at  5  o'clock  in  the  even- 
'ing  the  enemy  was  tUscoveved,  in  very  superior  force,  posted 

V  ^CTX,.  IV.  [Bj 
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on  a  commanding  eminence,  strongly  entrenched  with  log 
breast-works;  this  post  was  instantly  attacked  in  the  moat 
gallant  manner,  by  the  flank  companies  in  front,  while  cap- 
tain Caldwell's  company  of  rangers  and  a  detachment  of  the 
royal  Kint  militia  made  a  flank  movement  to  the  right,  and 
a  small  band  of  Indians  to  the  left,  with  a  view  of  gaining  the 
rear  of  the  position;  and  after  repeated  efforts  to  dislodge  the 
enemy,  in  an  arduous  and  spirited  contest  of  an  hour  and  a 
half  duration,  which  terminated  with  the  daylight,  the  troops 
were  reluctantly  withdrawn,  having  suflFered  severely,  princi- 
pally in  officers. 

The  enemy  has  since  abandoned  his  position  in  Long- 
wood. 

List  of  the  killed^  woundedy  and  missing. 

Royal  Scots  light  company — 1  captain,  9  rank  and  file  kill- 
ed— 1  lieutenant,  3  Serjeants,  31  rank  and  file  wounded-—! 
bugler  missing.— -89th  light  company-—!  lieutenant,  3  rank 
and  fik'  killed — 1  captain,  1  Serjeant,  and  7  rank  and  file 
wounded — volunteer  Pagoot  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.-*- 
Koyal  Kent  volunteers —  1  lieutenant,  1  Serjeant,  and  5  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Captain  D.  Johnson,  Royal  Scots,  and  lieutenant  P.  Grame^ 
«9th  regiment,  killed.  Captain  Busde,  89th  regiment,  and 
lieutenant  A.  Macdonald,  Royal  Scots,  wounded. 


Oi^ERATIONS  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Cliauncey  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy, 

United  States  ship  General  Pikcj 
Sir,  Sackett^s  Harbour^  25th  Aprils  1314w 

The  Lady  of  the  Lake  (which  I  have  kept  cruizing  aa  a 
look  out  vessel  between  the  Gallows  and  Kingston  ever 
since  the  ice  broke  up)  having  a  commanding  breeze  yester- 
day, ran  close  into  Kingston  and  shewed  her  colours,  which 

were  answered  by  the  enemy's  fleet  and  batteries His  old 

fleet  lay  moored  off;  the  town  with  all  sails  bent  and  top-gal-^ 
lant  yards  across — a  number  of  gun-boats  also  appeared  tobw. 
ready — one  only  of  the  new  ships  had  her  lower  masts  i^^ 
the  other  appeared  to  be  preparing  to  take  masts  in.  *^^ 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Honorable  William  J  ones  ^  Secretary  afthe  Navy^  Washington. 

From  the  same  to  the  sayne. 

United  States  Ship  General  Pike^ 
Sir,  ^  Sacketfs  Harbour^  April  27,  1814. 

•The  night  of  the  25th  instant,  two  of  our  guard-boats  fell 
in  with  three  of  the  enemy's  boats  in  the  bay.  Lieutenant 
Dudley  (the  oflScer  of  the  guard)  hailed,  and  was  answered, 
**  guard  boats" — ^this  however  not  being  satisfactory,  he  re- 
peated the  hail,  but  was  not  answered— finding  that  the  strange 
boats  were  attempting  to  cut  him  off  from  the  shore,  he  fired 
upon  them — the  enemy  laying  upon  their  oars  a  short  time, 
-pulled  in  towards  Bull  Rock  Point,  without  returning  the  fire, 
Lieutenant  Dudley  returned  to  the  fleet  and  got  a  reinforce- 
ment of  boats — ^but  nothing  more  was  seen  of  the  enemy  that 
night. 

YesHerday  morning  I  directed  both  shores  of  Shermont 
_  Bay  to  be  examined,  to  see  whether  the  enemy  had  not  se- 
creted himself  in  some  of  the  small  creeks.  Nothing  how- 
ever, was  discovered,  except  six  barrels  of  powder,  found  in 
the  water  near  the  shore,  where  our  gun-boats  fired  on  the 
enemy;  these  barrels  were  all  slung  in  such  a  manner,  that 
one  man  could  take  two  across  his  shoulder  and  carry  them; 
each  barrel  had  a  hole  bored  in  the  head  of  about  an  inch 
diameter,  with  a  wooden  plug  in  it;  these  barrels  of  powder 
were  evidently  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  blowing  our  large 
ship  up,  if  the  enemy  could  have  got  in  undiscovered,  by 
placing  tjiem  under  the  ship's  bottom,  and  putting  a  piece  of 
slow  match  or  port  fire  to  the  hole  in  the  head,  which  would 
bum  a  sufficient  time  to  allow  the  parties  to  escape  before  the 
fire  would  communicate  to  the  powder;  this  also  accounts  for 
die  enemy  not  returning  the  fire  of  our  boats,  for  having  so 
much  powder4in,he  was  apprehensive  of  accidents,  which  no 
doubt  induced  him  to  heave  it  overboard,  to  be  p  epared  to 
return  the  fire  if  he  was  pursued. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  have  suc- 
ceeded, even  if  he  had  eluded  our  guard-boats  (which    here 
.arc  two  lines  of) — for,  independent  of  all  the  approaches  by 
water  being  secured  by  the  booms,  the  Madison  is  moored 
^>«cross  the  large  ship's  stern,  within  20  yards,  and  her  guns 
""^  led  wiA  c^nniater  and  bags  of  moskct  balls,  to  rake  under 
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the  bottom,  if  necessary.  A  lieutenant,  two  midshipmen,  and 
ten  men  are  on  watch  under  the  ship's  bottom  every  night, 
besides  a  marine  guard  outside  of  her — with  all  these  pre- 
cautions, I  think  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  an  enemy  to 
land  near  the  ship-yard  unobserved.  However,  after  this  dis- 
covery of  the  enemy's  intentions,  we  shall  redouble  our  vigi- 
lance and  exertions  to  preserve  our  fleet,  to  meet  the  enemy 
fairly  upon  the  lake. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey^  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy* 

United  States  ship  General  Pike^ 
Sir,  Sacketfs  Harbour^  May  1,  1814. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you  that  the 
United  States  ship  ^  Superior^  was  launched  this  morning, 
withput  accident. 

The  Superior  is  an  uncommon  beautiful,  well-built  ship, 
something  larger  than  the  President,  and  could  mount  64 
guns,  if  it  was  thought  advisable  to  put  as  many  upon  her. 
This  ship  has  been  built  in  the  short  space  of  eighty  days, 
and  when  it  is  taken  into  view,  that  the  two  brigs  of  50OtQns 
each  have  also  been  built,  rigged,  and  completely  fitted  for 
service  since  the  first  of  February,  it  will  be  acknowledged 
that  the  mechanics  employed  on  this  station  have  done  their 
duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  William  J  ones  ^Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington* 


AMERICAN     AND      BRITISH     ACCOUNTS     OF     THE     ATTACK 

ON   OSWEGO. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-general  Brown  to  thg  Secretary  at 
war ^dated Head ^uarters^ Sacketfs  Harbour^  May  12,1814. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  an  abstract  from  the  report  of  lieutenant-co* 
lonel  .Mitchell,  of  the  affair  at  Oswego.  Being  well  satis- 
fied with  the  manner  in  which  the  colonel  executed  my  or- 
ders, and  with  the  evidence  given  of  steady  discipline  and 
gallant  cbnduct  on  the  part  of  the  troops,  I  have  noticed  them 
in  the  general  order,  a  copy  of  vj^hich  is  inclosed.  .^ 
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The  enemy's  object  was  the  naval  and  military  stores  de- 
posited at  the  Falls,  13  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  fort.  These 
were  protected. 

The  stores  at  the  fort  and  village  were  not  important. 
I  am,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN, 

Major  General, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

REPORT. 

I  informed  you  of  my  arrival  at  Fort  Oswego  on  the  30th 
ult.  This  post  being  but  occasionally  and  not  recentlx'  oc8u-* 
pied  by  regular  troops,  was  in  a  bad  state  of  defence.  Of 
cannon  we  had  but  five  old  guns,  three  of  which  had  lost  their 
trunnions.  What  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  repair  was 
effected — new  platforms  were  laid,  the  gun  carriage s  put  in 
order,  and  decayed  pickets  replaced.  On  the  5lh  instant  the 
British  naval  force,  consisting  of  four  large  ships,  three  brigs, 
and  a  number  of  gun  and  other  boats,  were  descried  at  reveille 
beating  about  seven  miles  from  the  fort.  Information  was 
immediately  given  to  captain  Woolsey  o'  the  nav\  (who  was 
at  Oswego  village),  and  to  the  neighbouring  militia.  It  be- 
ing doubtful  on  what  side  of  the  river  the  enemv  would  at- 
tempt to  land,  and  my  forre  (290  effectivt* s)  b^^ing  too  small 
to  bear  division,  I  ordered  the  tents  in  store  to  be  pitched  on 
the  village  side,  while  I  occupied  the  other  with  my  whole 
force.  It  is  probable  that  this  artifice  had  its  eflPect,  and  de- 
termined the  enemy  to  attack,  where,  from  appearances,  they 
expected  the  least  opposition.  About  one  o'clock  the  fleet 
approached.  Fifteen  boats,  large  and  crowded  with  troops, 
at  a  given  signal  moved  slowly  to  the  shore.  These  were 
preceded  by  gun  boats  sent  to  rake  the  woods  and  cover  the 
landing,  while  the  larger  vessels  opened  a  fire  upon  the  fort. 
Captain  Boyle  and  lieutenant  Legate  (so  soon  as  the  debark- 
ing boats  got  within  range  of  our  shot)  opened  upon  them  a 
very  successful  fire  from  the  shore-battery,  and  compelled 
them  twice  to  retire.  They  at  length  returned  to  the  ships, 
and  the*  whole  stood  off  from  the  shore  for  better  anchorage. 
One  of  the  enemy's  boats,  which  had  been  deserted,  was  taken 
up  by  us,  and  some  others  by  the  militia.  The  first  men- 
tioned was  sixty  feet  long,  carried  thirty-six  oars  and  three 
sails,  and  could  accommodate  150  men.  She  had  received  a 
ball  through  her  bow,  and  was  nearly  fill'-d  with  water. 

Piquet  guards  were  stauoned  at  different  points,  and  we  lay 
^  our  arms  during  the  nighu 
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At  day-break  on  the  6th,  the  fleet  appeared  bearing  up  un- 
der easy  sail.  Thi  W(jlfe,  &c.  took  a  position  directly  against 
the  fort  and  batteries,  and  for  three  hours  kept  up  a  heavy 
fire  of  grape,  &c.  Finding  that  the  enemy  had  « (Fected  a  land- 
ing, I  withdrew  my  small  disposable  force  into  the  rear  of  the 
fort,  and  with  two  companies  (Romavne^s  and  Melvin's)  met 
their  advancing  columns,  while  the  other  companies  engaged 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Pearce  of  thr  navy,  and 
some,  seamen,  joined  in  the  attack,  and  fought  with  their  cha- 
racteristic bravery.  We  mainiamc-d  our  groupd  about  thirty 
minutes,  and  as  long  as  consisted  with  my  further  duty  of  de- 
^fending  the  public  stores,  deposited  at  the  Fulls,  which  no 
doubt  formed  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  Nor  was  this  movement  made  precipi- 
tately. I  halted  within  400  yards  of  the  fort.  Captain 
Romayne's  company  formed  the  rear  guard,  and,  remaining 
with  it,  I  marched  to  this  place  in  good  order,  destroying  the 
bridges  in  my  rear.  The  enemy  ^nded  600  of  De  Watteville's 
regiment,  600  marines,  two  companies  of  the  Glengary  corps, 
and  350  seamen. 

General  Drummond  and  commodore  Yeo  were  the  land 
and  naval  commanders.  'I'hey  burned  the  old  barracks,  and 
evacuated  the  fort  about  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  rth. 

Our  loss  in  killed  is  six;  in  wounded  38;  and  in  missing 
25.  That  of  the  enemy  is  much  greater.  Deserters,  and 
citizens  of  ours  taken  prisoners  and  afterwards  released, 
state  their  killed  at  64,  and  wounded  in  proportion.  Among 
these  are  several  land  and  navy  ofiicers  of  merit. 

I  cannot  close  this  dispatch  without  speaking  of  the  dead 
and  the  living  of  my  detachment. — Lieutenant  Blaney,  a 
young  man  of  much  promise,  was  unfortunately  killed.  His 
conduct  in  the  action  was  highly  meritorious.  Captain  Boyle 
and  lieutenant  Legate  merit  my  highest  approbation,  and  in- 
deed I  want  language  to  express  my  admiration  of  their  gallant 
conduct.  Thesubaltems  M'Comb,  Ansart, Ring,  Robb,  Earle, 
M'Clintock,  and  Newkirk  performed  well  their  several  parts. 

It  would  be  injustice  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  and  re- 
port the  zeal  and  patriotism  evinced  by  the  militia,  who  ar- 
rived at  a  short  notice,  and  were  anxious  to  be  useful. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters,  Sacketi*s  Harbour^  May  12,  1814. 
Major-general  Brown  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to 
the  forces  under  his  command,  that  the  detachment  statioiN 
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cd  at  Oswego,  under  the  immediate  orders  of  lieutenant 
colonel  Mitchell,  of  the  third  artillery,  hy  their  gallant  and 
highly  military  conduct,  in  sustaining  the  fire  of  the  whole 
British  fleet  of  this  lake,  for  nearly  two  days,  and  contending 
with  the  vastly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  on  the  land, 
as  long  as  the  interest  of  the  country,  or  the  honour  of  the 
profession  required,  and  then  effecting  their  retreat  in  good 
order,  in  the  face  of  this  superior  force  of  an  enterprising  and 
valiant  foe,  to  the  depot  of  naval  stores,  which  it  became 
their  duty  to  defend,  have  established  for  themselves  a  name 
in  arms,  worthy  of  the  gallant  nation  in  whose  cause  they 
fight,  and  highly  honourable  to  the  army. 

That  it  may  be  known  to  the  army,  what  regular  troops 
were  engaged  on  this  occasion,  the  general  deems  it  proper 
to  state,  that  there  were  four  companies  of  the  third  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Boyle,  captain  Homayne,  cap- 
tain M^Intire,  and  captain  Pierce,  one  company  of  light  ar- 
tillery, under  the  command  of  captain  Melvin,  and  a  small 
detachment  of  sailors,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
Pierce  of  the  navy,  in  all  less  than  300  men,  the  force  of  the 
enemy  by  land  and  water,  exceeded  3000. 
By  command, 
(Signed)  R.  JONES. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey  'o  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy. 

United  States  ship  Superior^  Socket  fs  Harbour^  May  16, 1814. 

The  enemy  has  paid  dearly  for  the  little  boot)'  which  he 
obtained  at  Oswego.  From  the  best  information  which  I  can 
collect,  both  from  deserters  and  my  agents,  the  enemy  lost 
70  men  killed,  and  165  wounded,  drowned,  and  missing — in 
all,  235;  nearly  as  many  as  were  opposed  to  them.  Captain 
Sklcaster  is  certainly  mortally  wounded,  a  captain  of  ma- 
rines killed,  and  a  number  of  other  officers  killed  and 
wounded. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

'  Head-Barters^  Monteal^  May  12,  1814. 

His  excellency  the  governor  in  chief  and  commander  of  the 
forces,  has  the  highest  gratification  in  announcing  to  the 
troops,  that  he  has  received  a  despatch  from  lieutenant-gen- 
eral .Drummoud,  reporting  the  result  of  a  most  spirited  and 
successful  attack  on  the  enemy's  fort  and  position  of  Os- 
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wego,  which  was  carried  by  assault  at  noon  on  the  6th  in* 
stant. 

The  lieutc*nant-general  reports,  that  having  caused  six 
companies  of  the  regiment  de  Watteville,  and  one  compaiiy 
of  the  Glcngary  light  infantry,  with  a  small  detachment  of 
artiller\%  to  embark  on  board  the  squadron,  in  addition  to  the 
second  battalion  of  royal  marines,  he  accompanied  sir  James 
Yeo,  in  the  Prince  Regent,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  in- 
stant anchored  off  Oswego;  but  a  violent  gale  of  wind  driv- 
ing the  squadron  off  shore,  the  position  was  not  again  recov- 
ered till  noon  on  the  following  day,  when  the  disposition  for 
landing  was  instantly  carried  into  execution,  in  the  following 
order:  the  frigates  taking  a  position  from  whence  they  could 
cannonade  the  fort;  and  the  brigs,  schooners,  and  gun  boats,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  draft  of  water,  covered  by  their 
fire  the  several  points  of  debarkation  of  the  troops,  which  wad 
attended  with  considtrable  difficulty,  owing  to  the  shoalness 
of  the  water — the  boats  grounding,  the  troops  were  in  many 
instances  obliged  to  leap  out  and  wade  through  the  water  to 
their  middles  to  gain  the  landing;  and  the  enemy  having, 
strongly  occupied  the  favourable  positions  near  the  shore  and 
woods  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  the  disembarkation  was 
attended  with  some  loss,  but  effected  with  the  utmost  promp- 
titude, under  the  direction  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fischer,  led 
by  two  new  formed  flank  companies  of  the  Watteville  regi- 
ment, under  captain  Berzy;  the  remaining  four  companies, 
and  detachment  of  royal  artillery,  being  held  in  reserve. 

The  second  battalion  of  marines  under  lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm,  supported  by  a  detachment  of  200  seamen,  under 
captain  Mulcaster,  royal  navy,  formed  a  second  column  to 
the  right.  Captain  M'Millin's  company  of  Glengary  light  in- 
fantry gained  the  skirts  of  the  wood  to  the  left,  and  covered 
the  advance  of  the  columns  to  the  fort; — which  was  carried 
in  ten  minutes  from  the  advance  of  the  troops'  landing.  The 
enemy's  garrison,  consisting  of  Macomb's  third  regimenln^f 
artillery,  400  sirong,  and  a  numerous  body  of  militia,  saved 
themselves  by  precipitate  flight. 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond  speaks  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  the  cordial,  judicious,  and  able  co-operation  of  sir* 
James  Yeo,  and  the  officers  and  seamen  of  his  squadron,  ancf 
laments  the  temporary  loss  the  service  has  sustained  in  cap- 
tain Mulcaster  of  the  royal  navy,  who  is  severely  wounded* 
The  eminent  services  of  that  officer,  and  of  caj^tains  O^Con- 
ner,  Popham,  and  Collier  are  particularly  noticed. 

[Here  ipollow  encomiums  on  the  merits  of  many  officers  and 
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volunteers,  to  whom  various  parts  of  duty  were  assigned.—* 
Among  others,  lieutenant  Hewitt  of  the  marines,  who  climb- 
ed the  flag-staff  and  pulled  down  the  American  colours,  wAfcA 
rvere  nailed  to  if/ and  lieutenant  Laurie,  who  led  the  party 
which  entered  the  fort.] 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  his  excellency  to  have  to  no- 
tice, that,  to  the  high  honour   of  both  branches  of  the   ser- 
vice, there  was  not  a  single  soldier  or  sailor  missing,  not  a 
•single  instance  of  intoxication,  although  surrounded  with 
temptation. 

The  service  has  lost  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer  in  cap- 
tain Haltaway  of  the  royal  marines. 

Every  object  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished— -the 
barracks  burnt,  and  the  fort  dismantled,  and  all  public  stores, 
which  were  not  brought  away,  destroyed^  the  troops  re-em- 
barked at  four  o'clock  the  following  morning,  and  the  squad- 
ron s^led  for  Kingston. 

The  enemy's  loss  amounts  to  at  least  100  killed  and  60 
prisoners,  the  greater  part  wounded. 

[Here  follows  the  detail  of  killed  and  wounded:  the  total 
of  which  are — killed,  1  captain  (Haltaway),  15  rank  and  file, 
and  3  seamen,  total  19.  Wounded,  3  captains  (Ledergrew, 
Mulcaster,  and  Popham),  2  lieutenants  (May  and  Griffith), 
Mr.  Hichardson,  master,  62  rank  and  file,  and  seven  seamen, 
total  75.     Total  killed  and  wounded  94.] 

Ordnance  taken  and  destroy ed. 

Taken,  3  iron  32-pounders,  4  iron  24-pounders,  1  iron  12- 
pounder,  1  iron  6-pounder.  Destroyed,  one  heavy  12-pound- 
er,  and  one  heavy  6-pounder. 

One  schooner  gnd  several  boats,  laden  with  ordnance,  naval, 
and  other  stores,  were  brought  away. 

ITiree  schooners  and  other  craft  destroyed. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adjutant-General  North  America. 
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AFFAIR  AT  SANDT  CREEK. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier- General  Gaines^  to  the  AV- 
cretary  of  War^  dated  Head- ^tarter s^  Sacketfs  Harbour^ 
■  Maif  31*?,  1814. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  major  Appling's 
report  of  the  gallant  affair  which  took  place  yesterday  mom- 
ing,  between  a  detachment  of  the  first  rifle  regiment  and^ 
Oneida  Indians,  under  his  command,  and  a  detachment 
from  the  British  fleet,  consisting  of  sailors  and  marines, 
commanded  by  captain  Popham  of  the  royal  navy, 

"  Major  Appling  had  been  ordered  to  co-operate  with  cap- 
tain Woolsey,  of  the  navy,  in  escorting  the  cannon  and  na- 
val stores  from  Oswego,  destined  for  the  fleet  here,  on  board 
of  a  flotilla  of  barges,  and  after  having  gotten  safely  in- 
to Sandy  Creek,  16  miles  south-west  of  this  place,  they 
were  pursued  up  the  creek,  by  the  enemy's  force,  which 
they  met,  and  beat,  and  took,  after  an  action  of  ten  minutes, 
without  any  other  loss  on  our  part  than  one  rifleman 
wounded." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  major  Appling  to  Brigadier-General 

Gaines, 
Sir,  Sandy  Creek^  May  SOth^  1814. 

Presuming  that  you  have  already  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  result  of  the  afiair  of  this  day,  I  consider  it  neces- 
sary only  to  furnish  you  with  the  return  of  the  killed,  wound- 
,  ed,  and  prisoners,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  which  is  as  fol- 
lo.ws: — ^prisoners,  27  marines  and  106  sailors;  wounded,  28 
sailors  and  marines;  killed^,  13  marines  and  1  midshipman, 
with  two  post  captains,  four  lieutenants  of  the  navy,  prison- 
ers, and  two  lieutenants  of  marines  dangerously  wounded 
and  prisoners.  The  dead  will  receive  all  the  honours  and  at- 
tentions due  unfortunate  soldiers;  the  wounded  remsun  at 
th!ft  place,  waiting  the  arrival  of  medical  aid  from  the  har- 
bour. The  prisoners  have  been  marched  into  the  country, 
and  to-morrow  they  will  proceed  for  the  harbour.  The  ene- 
my *s  boats  also  fell  into  my  hands,  consisting  of  two  gun- 
boats, and  five  barges,  some  of  which  carried  howitzers. 
Of  120  mcii,  and  a  few  Indians,  my  loss  does  not  exceed, 
one  man  of  the  rifle  corps,  wounded. 

I  cannot  sufiiciently  extol  the  conduct  of  the  ofiicers  wbc» 
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served  under  me,  who  were  lieutenants  M'Intosh,  Calhoun, 
Afacfarland,  Armstrong,  Smith,  and  ensign  Austin. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  D.  APPLING. 

Brigadier-general  Edmund  P.  Gaines^ 
commanding  at  Sacketi^s  Harbour. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head' Quarters  J  Sacketfs  Harbour^  \st  June^  1814. 
.  The  brigadier-general  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to 
the  troops  under  his  command,  the  defeat  and  capture  of  a 
British  force,  consisting  of  186  marines  and  sailors,  with  two 
gun-boats  and  five  barges,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Popham,  of  the  royal  navy,  by  a  detachment  of  120  rifle- 
men and  a  few  Oneida  warriors,  under  the  command  of  ma- 
jor Appling,  of  the  first  United  States'  rifle  regiment. 

Major  Appling  had  been  detached  to  protect  the  cannon 
and  naval  stores  at  Oswego,  destined  for  commodore  Chaun- 
ccy's  fleet.  They  were  embarked  on  board  a  flotilla  of  boats, 
in  charge  of  captain  Woolsey  of  the  navy,  and  had  arrived 
Afely  in  Sandy  Creek,  They  were  pursued  by  the  enetny, 
who  was  gallantly  met  by  the  riflemen,  and,  after  an  action 
of  a  few  minutes,  beaten,  and  taken,  without  the  loss  of  a 
man  on  our  part— -an  Indian  and  one  rifleman  only  wound- 
ed. The^neida  warriors  were  not  in  the  action  until  the 
enemy  began  to  retreat. 

-  The  riflemen  were  most  judiciously  posted  along  the  bank, 
a  short  distance  below  captain  Woolsey's  boats,  where  the 
creek  is  narrow  and  shoal.  Most  of  the  men  having  been 
taken  from  the  boats,  and  the  enemy,  amused,  perhaps,  with 
the  idea,  that  even  the  sight  of  a  British  force  bad  been  suf- 
ficient to  appal  American  riflemen,  gave  threr  cheers  at  the 
prospect  of  the  rich  prize  before  them;  his  joy  was  of  short 
duration,  for  at  this  moment  the  riflemen  poured  forth  their 
deadly  fire,  which  in  about  ten  minutes  terminated  in  his  to- 
tal defeat,  leaving  an  ofiicer  and  thirteen  men  killed,  two  of- 
ficers and  twenty-eight  men  wounded  (the  officers  and  many 
of  the  men  dangerously),  the  residue,  consisting  of  ten  offi- 
cers and  133  men,  taken  prisoners. 

The  greatest  praise  is  due  to  major  Appling,  for  the  very 
judicious  manner  in  which  his  gallant  litde  coi  ps  was  posted, 
as  well  as  for  the  cool,  deliberate  valour  displayed  throughout 
the  action,  and  his  prompt  exertions  in  arresting  the  tragic 
hand  of  his  warriors,  so  soon  as  the  enemy  had  struck. 
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Major  Appling  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  courage 
and  good  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men.  The  officers  were 
lieutenants  M'Intosh,  Calhoun,  M'Farlan<J,  Armstrongs  and 
Smith,  and  ensign  Austin.  Captain  Harris  with  his  troop 
of  dragoons,  and  captain  Melvin  with  his  two  field-pieces, 
had  made  a  rapid  march,  and  would  in  a  few  minutes  have 
been  ready  to  participate  in  the  action,  had  the  enemy  been 
able  to  make  a  stand. 

(Signed)  E.  P.  GAINES, 

Brigadier-general  commanding. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  commodore  Chauncey^  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy^  dated  Uruted States  ship  Superior^  Socket fs  Har-- 
bor^2d  June^  1814. 
Sir, 

Finding  it  a  most  difficult  task  to  transport  our  heavy  guns 
on  by  land,  I  determined  to  get  them  to  Stony  Creek  by  wa- 
ter, when  we  should  have  only  about  three  miles  land  car- 
riage to  transport  them  to  Henderson's  harbour,  from  which 
we  could  bring  them  to  this  place  by  water.    I  directed  cap- 
tain Woolsey  to  send  all  the  stores  except  the  heavy  guns  up 
to  North  Bay,  and  to  place  the  guns  in  boats  ready  to  move  up 
or  down  the  river,  but  to  be  ready  to  start  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice for  Sandy  Creek,  whenever  the  coast  was  clear  of  the  ene- 
my's gun-boats,  which  hovered  about  the  creek  ^n  Mexico 
Bay.    On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  captain  Woolsey  started 
from  Oswego  with  18  boats,  containing  all  our  heavy  guns^ 
twelve  cables,  and  a  quantity  of  shot.     Major  Appling  and 
the  rifle  corps  accompanied  the  boats  with  about  130  rifle- 
men.   1  had  also  esgaged  130  Indians  to  traverse  the  shores 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  boats  if  chased  on  shore^ 
or  into  any  of  the  creeks.     Captain  Woolsey  proceeded  un- 
molested to  Sandy  Creek,  where  he  arrived  about  noon  on 
Sunday  the  29th,  with  one  boat  missing,  containing  one  cable 
and  two  24  pounders.    As  soon  as  I  received  information  of 
the  arrival  of  the  boats  at  Sandy  Creek,  the  general  at  my 
request  dispatched  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  captain  Harris's 
company  of  dragoons.  Yesterday  morning  I  ordered  captain 
Smith  with  about  120  marines  to  Sandy  Creek,  and  general 
Gaines  very  politely  offered  an  additional  force  of  about  300 
artillery  and  infantry,  under  the  command  of  that  excellent 
officer  colonel  Mitchell,  to  the  same  place;  but  before  this 
force  could  reach  the  creek,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in 
chase  of  our  look-out  boats,  and  entered  the  creek  a  little 
after  day-light;  they  landed  and  reconnoitred  the  shore    ■» 
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part  of  their  force  marched  up  on  each  side  of  the  creek, 
while  their  gun-boats  ascended  cautiously,  occasionally  firing 
into  the  woods.  Major  Appling  disposed  of  his  force  in  the 
most  judicious  manner,  and  permitted  the  enemy  to  approach 
%vithin  a  few  yards  of  his  ambuscade,  when  the  riflemen  and 
Indians  opened  a  most  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which 
obliged  them  to  surrender  in  about  ten  minutes,  with  the  loss 
of  a  number  killed  and  wounded,  and  seven  boats  taken,  three 
of  which  were  gun-boats,  mounting  68, 24, 18,  and  12-pound- 
crs,  with  some  smaller  arms. 

The  number  of  ofiicers  and  men  which  the  enemy  enteredf 
the  creek  with,  were  about  200,  but  the  number  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  taken  prisoners,  I  am  still  ignorant  of,  as  no  return 
has  been  made  to  me;  among  the  prisoners,  however,  are  two 
post  captains,  four  lieutenants,  and  two  lieutenants  of  the  ma- 
rines. 

The  conduct  of  major  Appling  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  has  been  highly  honourable,  and  they  are  entitled 
to  my  warm  acknowledgments  for  the  zeal  and  ability  with 
which  they  have  defended  the  guns  and  stores  for  this  sta- 
tion. 

I  have  made  arrangements  for  transporting  the  guns  from 
Sandy  Creek  by  land,  which  is  about  16  miles.  I  hope  to 
have  them  all  here  before  the  10th. 

I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  captain  Wool- 
Bey's  report  of  his  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Son*  William  Jonesy  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Waahington. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  M.  T.  Woolsey^  to  Commodore  Chaunceyy 
Sir,  Sacketfs  Harbor^  1st  June. 

I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  the  affair  at 
Sandy  Creek  on  the  30th  instant,  but,  for  want  of  time  at  that 
juncture,  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  particu- 
lars, and  as  the  most  of  my  communications,  since  measures 
were  adopted  for  a  push  from  Oswego  Falls  to  Sandy  Creek, 
with  the  naval  stores,  have  been  made  in  great  haste,  I  avail 
myself  of  a  leisure  moment  to  make  a  report  in  detail  of  my 
proceedings  since  that  period.  On  the  17th,  I  dispatched 
Mr.  Huginan  to  Mexico,  to  hire  a  number  of  ox  teams,  and 
to  engage  a  quantity  of  forage,  &c.  I  also  sent  orders  to  Os- 
wego Falls  to  have  an  additional  number  of  large  wheels 
made,  for  transporting  the  guns  and  cables  back  across  the 
ihe  portage,  and  caused  reports  to  be  circulated  in  cyery  di- 
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rection  that  I  had  received  your  orders  to  send  all  the  naval 
stores  to  Oneid '.  Lake,  with  all  possible  t^xpedition.  On  the 
morning  jf  the  28th,  when  these  reports  were  well  in  circu- 
lation, and  when  (is  I  have  since  heard  from  good  authori- 
ty) they  hid  been  fuithfulh  detailed  to  sir  James,  I  had  the 
honour  to  ret  eive,  per  express,  your  communication  of  the 
27'th,  vesting  in  me  discretionary  powers.  I  immediately 
despatched  Mr.  Dixon  in  the  long  gig,  to  reconnoitre  the 
coast.  I  went  with  my  officers  to  the  falls,  to  run  the  boats 
down  over  the  rapids.  At  sun-set  we  arrived  at  Oswego 
with  the  boats  (19  in  number),  loaded  in  all  with  21  long 
32-pounders,  ten  24-pounders,  three  42-pounders  (carro- 
nades),  and  ten  cables,  besides  some  light  articles,  and  dis- 
tributed in  the  batteaux  a  guard  of  about  150  riflemen,  un- 
der command  of  major  Appling.  Mr.  Dixon  having  re- 
turned with  a  report  of  the  coast  being  clear,  we  set  oflF  at 
dark,  and  arrived  at  Big  Salmon  River,  about  sun-rise  on 
the  29th,  with  the  loss  of  one  boat,  having  on  board  two 
24-pounders  and  one  cable.  I  cannot  account  for  her  hav- 
ing separated  from  us,  as  every  possible  exertion  was  made 
to  keep  the  brigade  as  compact  as  possible. 

At  Big  Salmon  we  met  the  Oneidas,  whom  I  had  dis- 
patched ihc  day  previous,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
Hill  of  the  rifle  regiment.     As  soon  as  they  had  taken  up 
their  line  of  march  along  the    shore  to  Big  Sandy  Creek,  I 
started  with  all  the  boats,  and  arrived  at  noon  at  our  place  of 
destination,  about  2  miles  up  the  creek.     In  this  laborious       ^3 a 
and  hazardous  duty,  I  feel  much  indebted  to  major  Appling, 
his  officers,  and  men,  for  their  exertions,  having  assisted 
my  officers  and  seamen  in  rowing  the  boats  without  a  mo- 
ment's rest,  twelve  hours,  and  about  half  the  time  enveloped 
in    darkness   and  deluged  with  rain;    also  to  some  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  village  oJF  Oswego,  who  volun- 
teered their  services  as  pilots.     At  2  A.  M.  on  the  30th,  ~ 
received  your  letter  of  the  29th,  6  P.  M.,  per  express,  andc> 
agreeably   to  the  order  contained   therein,  sent  lieutenanl 
Pierce  to  look  out  as  far  as  Stoney  Point;  about  5  o^clock  h< 
returned,  having  been  pursued  by  a  gun-boat  and  5  barges* 
The  best  possible  disposition  was  made  of  riflemen  and  In^ 
dians,  about  half  a  mile  below  our  boats.     About  8  A.  M . 
a  cannonading  at  long  shot  was  commenced  by  the  enemy 
and  believing  (as  I  d<d)  that  no  attempt  would  be  made 
land  with  their  small  force,  I  ordered  lieutenant  Pierce 
proceed  in  erecting  sheers  and  making  preparations  to  unlos 
the  boats;  and,  as  all  the  teams  had  retrogaded  in  conse- 
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quence  of  the  cannonading,  I  sent  in  pursuit  of  them  to  re- 
turn. About  8  o'clock  captain  Harris  with  a  squadron  of 
dragoons,  and  captain  Melvin  with  a  company  of  light  artil- 
lery, and  two  6-pounders,  arrived.  Captain  Harris,  the  com- 
manding officer,  agreed  with  me,  that  this  reinforcement 
should  halt,  as  the  troops  best  calculated  for  a  bushrfight 
were  already  on  the  ground  where  they  could  act  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  and  that  the  enemy,  seeing  a  large  rein- 
forcement arrive,  would  most  probably  retreat.  About  10, 
the  enemy  having  landed  and  pushed  up  the  creek  with  three 
gun-boats,  three  cutters,  and  one  gig;  the  riflemen,  under  that 
excellent  officer  major  Appling,  rose  from  their  concealment, 
and  after  a  smart  fire  of  about  10  minutes,  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing all%e  boats  and  their  crews,  without  one  having  es- 
caped. At  abou.  5  P.  M.,  after  having  buried,  with  the  ho- 
nours of  war,  Mr.  Hoare  (a  British  midshipman),  killed  in 
the  action,  I  was  relieved  by  captain  Ridgley,  whom  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  send  to  Sandy  Creek  for  that  purpose. 
All  the  prisoners,  except  the  wounded,  having  been  removed, 
and  expecting  another  attack  at  night,  I  remained  to  assist 
captain  Ridgely  in  that  event;  but  yesterday  morning,  seeing 
nothing  in  the  offing,  I  availed  myself  of  my  relief,  and  re- 
turned to  this  place.  In  performing,  to  the  best  of  my  abi- 
lities, the  duty  for  which  I  was  ordered  to  Oswego  Falls,  I 
have  great  satisfaction  in  acknowledging  the  unremitted  ex- 
ertions of  lieutenant  Pierce,  sailing-master  Vaughan,  and 
midshipman  Mackey,  Hart,  and  Caton;  also  to  major  App- 
ling, his  officers,  and  men,  for  their  kind  assistance  in  the 
same  duty. 

The  report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  also 
the  number  and  description  of  the  captured  boats,  has  been 
already  remitted  by  captain  Kidgely  and  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  M.   T.  WOOLSEY. 

Hon.  William  yoneSy  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington* 


tURTHER  OPERATIONS  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO. 

Copy  of  a  ktterfrom  Commodore  Chauncey  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy^  dated  United  States  ship  Superior^  Sacketfs  Har* 
hour^  June  20, 1814. 

Sir, 

Knowing  that  the  enemy  was  contantly  receiving  naval  and 
military  stores  at  Kingston,  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  I  thought  it 
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might  be  practicable  to  surprize  and  capture  a  brigade  of  boats 
with  stores  on  board,  and  either  destroy  or  bring  them  off; 
for  this  purpose  I  directed  lieutenant  Gregory  to  take  three 
gigs  with  only  one  settee  in  each  boat,  and  proceed  down  the 
St.  Lawrence,  secrete  himself  on  some  of  the  islands,  and 
watch  a  favourable  opportunity  to  surprize  a  brigade  of  load- 
ed boats,  and  either  bring  them  off  or  destroy  them,  as  cir- 
cumstances would  point  out. 

Lieutenant  Gregory  left  here  with  his  party  on  the  evening 
of  the  15th  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  "  Thousand  Islands,** 
where  he  hauled  his  boats  on  shore  and  concealed  them;  saw 
two  brigades  of  boats  pass,  one  up  the  river  with  troops,  of 
course  too  strong  for  our  litde  party;  the  other  down  the  rivef, 
empty,  and  not  worth  taking. 

Lieutenant  Gregory  found  the  enemy  had  gun-boats  sta-  ■ 
tioned  between  Kingston  and  Prescott,  within  about  six  miles 
of  each  other,  and  that  they  had  a  telegraph  and  look-out  in 
almost  every  high  island,  so  that  they  convey  intelligence 
with  great  expedition. 

Yesterday  morning  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  lieuten- 
ant Gregory  finding  himself  discovered  and  a  gvin-boat  close 
to  him,  he  instantly  formed  the  bold  design  to  board  her, 
which  he  did,  and  carried  her  without  losing  a  man;  one  of 
the  enemy  was  badly  wounded;  she  proved  to  be  the  fine 
gun-boat  Black  Snake,  or  No.  9,  and  mounted  one  18  pounder, 
and  manned  with  18  men,  chiefly  royal  marines  (a  list  of 
which  is  inclosed).  Lieutenant  Gregory  manned  his  prize  and 
proceeded  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  but  was  soon  discovered  and 
pursued  by  a  very  large  gun-boat  mounting  two  heavy  guns, 
and  rowed  with  upwards  of  forty  oars,  which  over-hauled 
him  fast;  he  kept  possession  of  his  prize  until  the  enemy 
threw  their  shot  over  him;  he  then  very  reluctantly  (but  I 
think  properly),  took  all  his  prisoners  out  and  scuttled  the 
gun-boat,  which  sunk  instantly,  and  escaped  the  enemy, 
although  so  heavily  loaded.  Lieutenant  Gregory  arrived 
safe  this  morning  with  all  his  prisoners. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  this  gallant  young  officer  to  your 
notice  and  patronage;  he  is  not  surpassed  by  any  of  his 
grade,  in  zeal,  intelligence,  and  intrepidity.  Sailing  masteiv 
Vaughan,  and  Mr.  Dixson,  each  commanding  a  gig  under 
lieutenant  Gregory,  are  entitled  to  my  warm  acknowledge- 
ments for  their  zeal  and  activity  on  all  occasions  to  render 
service  to  their  country,  more  particularly  on  the  last  expe- 
dition, when,  frooi  their  knowledge  of  the  river^  tliey  rcn* 
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dered  the  most  important  services  by  pointing  out  the  pro- 
per channels  to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  direct  in  what  manner  the  prisoners 
are  to  be  disposed  of? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Copy  0fa  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey^  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy. 

United  States  ship  Superior^ 
Sir,  Sackett'^s  Harbour^  7  th  Ji'Uj^  1814. 

I  am  happy  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  detail  to  you 
another  brilliant  achievement  of  lieutenant  Gregory  with  his 
brave  companions. 

I  received  information  some  time  since   that  the  enemy 
^as  building  a  large  schooner  at  "  Presque  Isle."     I  deter-  ■ 
mined  upon  her  destruction,  but  deferred  the  execution  until 
«he  should  be  nearly  ready  for  launching.  Finding  the  alarm 
extensive  down  the  St.   Lawrence  in  consequence  of  taking 
the  gun-boat  Black  Snake,  I  thought  it  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  attempt  something  at  "  Presque  Isle.''  On  the  26th 
ultimo,  I  directed  lieutenant  Gregory  to  take  with  him  Messrs. 
Vaughan  and   Dixon;    proceed  with  the   two  largest   gigs 
to  Nicholas  Island  (within  about  seven  miles  of  *'  Presque 
Isle"  harbour),  and  there  conceal  his  boats,  and  wait  for  some 
transports  which  I  had  information  were  expected  to  take  up 
provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  which  had  been  sent  up  the 
"bay  of  Quinte  for  the  troops  at  York  and  Fort  George,  but, 
if  these  transports  did  not  make  their  appearance  in  three  or 
four  days,  then  to  proceed  to  "  Prtsque  Isle,''  and  burn  the 
vessel  on  the  stocks,  but  with  positive  orders  not  to  injure  a 
private  building  or  any  private  property.     The  day  after  lieu- 
tenant Gregory  arrived  on  the  coast,  he  discovered  a  vessel 
beating  up,  but  just  as  he  shoved  off  to  board  her,  a  large  gun- 
loathove  in  sight  a  little  below  him.     This  boat  made  a  sig- 
aial  to  the  vessel  in  the   offing,  upon  which  she  tacked  and 
stood  for  the   gun-boat.     Lieutenant  Gregory  secreted    his 
1)oat8  as  well  as  he  could,  but  was  apprehensive  that  he  had 
iieen  discovered.     The  gun-boat  and  her  convoy  (which  was 
Jull  of  troops)  stood  into  Presque  Isle.     Lieutenant  Gregory 
'vas  determined  to  ascertain  whether  he  had  been  discover- 
ed; accordingly  he  sent  one  of  his  boats  in  the  next  night  and 
took  off  one  of  the  inhabitants,  who  informed  him  that  it  was 
Inown  that  he  was  on  the  coast,  and  that  two  expresses  had 


26]  HISTOKICAL  REGISTEU. 

been  sent  to  Kingston  in  consequence.     He  therefore  deter- 
mined upon  executing  the  latter  part  of  his  instructions,  and 
made  his  arrangements  accordingly,  landed,  placed  sentinels 
at  the  houses    lo  prevent  alarm,  and  set  fire  to  the  vessel, 
which  was  nearly  ready  to  launch;  she  was  a  stout  well-built 
vessel  to  mount  14  guns,  and  would  probably  have  been 
launched  in  about  ten  da^s.     A  small  store-house  which  con- 
tained stores  for  the  vessel  was  unavoidably  burnt,  as  it  was  so 
near  the  vessel  that  it  took  fire  from  her.     Lieutenant  Gre- 
gory learnt  from  the   inhabitants,  that  much  property  had  * 
been  sent  up  a  few  days  previous,  that  a  company  of  the 
Glengary  regiment  had  been  stationed  there,  but  had  been 
sent  to  York  a  few  days  before;  another  company  was  on  its 
way  from  Kingston  to  replace  them.    The  few  militia  which 
had  been  left  to  guard  the  vessel  and  property,  retreated  up- 
on the  approach  of  our  boats.     As  soon  as  the  vessel  was  en- 
tirely consumed,  lieutenant  Gregory  re-embarked  his  men, 
without  having  permitted  one  of  them  to  enter  a  house;  find- 
ing the  alarm  so  general  he  thought  prudent  to  cross  the  lake 
immediately;  he  stopped  one  day  at  Oswego,  for  refreshment| 
and  arrived  here  last  evening,  having  performed  a  most  dif- 
ficult service  with  his  usual  gallantry  and  good  conduct- 
Lieutenant  Gregory  speaks  in   the  highest  terms  of  com-« 
mendation  of  sailing-  master  Vaughan  and  Mr.  Dixon, 
well  as  the  men  under  his  command,  for  their  patient  en- 
durance of  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  the  zeal  with  which  theyg^^  ?y 
performed  every  part  of  their  duty. 

I  think,  in  justice  to  these  brave  men,  that  they  ought  tc^.^to 
be  allowed  something  for  the  destruction  of  this  vessel;  the^^^ay 
have,  however,  every  confidence  in  the  justice  and  liberali^^:-^"  ty 
of  the  government,  and  submit  their  case  most  cheerfully  yj^^M'  to 
its  decision. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon*  William  Jones^  &fc. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey  to  the  Secretary  'SBry 
of  the  Navy^    dated  United  States  ship  Superior^  off  t^  "^the 
Ducks^  October  1,  1814. 
Sir, 

On  the  28th  instant,  at  day-light,  we  discovered  two  •-        of 
the  enemy's  ships,  standing  out  of  Kingston,  under  a  pre^J^ 
of  sail.  As  soon  as  they  discovered  us,  they  h6ve  too.    T^^^e 
wind  being  fresh  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  and  fi^»^ 
to  leave  Kingston,  I  was  impressed  with  a  belief  that  ^  ^^ 
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James  had  got  his  large  ship  ready,  and  that  he  was  coming  out 
with  his  whole  fleet.  I  immediately  made  sail,  in  order  to  gain 
the  wind;  but  as  soon  as  we  tacked  Tor  thcMn,  the  enemy's 
ships  filled,  made  sail  on  a  wind,  and  soon  after  tacked  from 
vs.  The  weather  being  hazy,  it  soon  became  so  thick  a  fog, 
that  we  could  not  discover  objects  more  than  a  hundred  yards. 
I,  however^  continued  to  beat  to  windward,  and  late  in  the 
afternoon  it  cleared  up  for  a  short  time,  when  we  discovered 
the  enemy's  two  ships  outside  of  Nine-Mile  Point;  but  as 
soon  as  he  discovered  that  we  had  neared  him  considerably^ 
and  in  a  situation  to  cut  him  off  from  Kingston,  if  he  ven- 
tured  further  out,  he  immediately  made  all  sail,  and  beat  in- 
to his  anchorage. 

As  no  other  part  of  the  enemy's  squadron  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  these  two  ships  from  their  mancKuv res  evidently 
wished  to  escape  us,  it  struck  me,  that  the  ent- my  had  learnt 
the  movements  of  general  Izard,  up  the  lake,  and  apprehend- 
ing an.  attack  upon  general  Drum  mond's  army  (which  pro- 
bably also  was  distressed  for  provisions),  had  induced  him 
to  put  on  board  these  two  ships,  troops  and  provisions,  and 
risque  them  for  the  relief  of  his  army  upon  the  Niagara 
frontier;  the  wind  and  thick  foggy  weather  also  favoured 
such  a  movement.  I  determined  to  frustrate  his  designs  if 
possible.  Soon  after  sun-down,  I  anchored  the  fleet  between 
the  Galooes  and  Grenadier  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing them  together,  and  put  lieutenant  Skinner,  with  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  men,  on  board  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake, 
with  orders  to  anchor  between  Pigeon*  and  Snake  Islands, 
and,  if  he  discovered  any  movement  of  the  enemy,  to  make 
me  a  signal  with  rockets,  or  guns,  of  his  number,  &c.  It 
continued  a  thick  fog  during  the  night — the  enemy  made  no 
movement,  and  the  next  morning,  29th,  the  weather  clear- 
ed up,  with  the  wind  to  the  westward — weighed  with  the 
fleet,  and  stood  in  for  Kingston,  until  we  opened  the  town- 
sent  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  close  in  to  reconnoitre,  and  as- 
certain the  state  of  forwardness  of 'the  new  ship.  Lieute- 
nant Skinner  found  her  hauled  off  in  the  stream,  and  com* 
pletely  rigged,  but  sails  not  bent— four  other  ships  and  a 
large  schooner  lying  also  in  the  stream,  and  apparently  ready 
to  sail. 

From  present  appearances,  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  ene- 
my will  be  on  the  lake,  with  his  whole  force,  in  the  course  of 
a  week,  and  I  think  his  first  movement  will  be  to  attempt  to 
retrieve,  at  Sackett'^  Harbour,  what  he  lost  at  Plattsburg. 
I  hope,  however,  that  he  will  meet  with  the  same  gallant  re** 
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sistance  upon  this  lake,  that  he  experienced  on  lake  Cham- 
plain. 

I  hate  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon,  William  Joiies^  Washington. 

From  the  same  to  the  same* 

United  States  ship  Superior^ 
Sir,  off  the  Ducks,  2d  October,  1 814. 

Having  a  very  commanding  breeze  yesterday,  I  sent  the 
Lady  of  the  Lake  into  Kingston  to  reconnoitre.  She  stood 
close  in  with  the  forts  and  shipping,  keeping  just  without  the 
range  of  their  shot,  and  had  a  fair  view.  The  ships  lay  in 
the  same  positions  as  on  the  29th,  and  the  large  ship  still 
without  her  sails  bent — no  visible  preparation  to  embark 
troops.  I  shall  watch  them  in  this  position  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  fleet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  William  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington* 


CORRESPONDENCE  RESPECTING  THE  CO-OPERATION  OP  THE 
FLEET  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO,  WITH  THE  ARMY  UNDER 
GENERAL    BROWN. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncei;^  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  dated  United  States  ship  Superior,  off  Kingston, 

August  10,  1S14.. 
Sir, 

Great  anxiety  of  mind,  and  severe  bodily  exertions,  have 
at  length  broken  down  the  best  constitution,  and  subjected 
me  to  a  violent  fever  that  confined  me  for  eighteen  days. 
This  misfortune  was  no  more  to  be  foreseen  than  prevented, 
but  was  particularly  severe  at  the  moment  it  happened,  as  ic 
induced  a  delay  of  five  or  six  days  in  the  sailing  of  the  fleet. 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  I  expected  the  fleet  would  be 
made  reads  for  sailing  by  the  10th  or  15th;  but  many  of  the 
mechanics  were  taken  sick,  and  amongst  them  the  blockmakers 
and  blacksmiths,  so  that  the  Mohawk  could  not  be  furnished 
with  blocks  and  iron  work  for  her  gun  and  spar  decks,  before 
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the  24th  or  25th  ultimo,  when  she  was  reported  ready  by  cap- 
tain Jones.  As  considerable  anxietv  had  been  manifested  by 
the  public  to  have  the  fleet  on  the  lake,  I  should  have  asked 
captain  Jones  to  take  charge  of  it  and  j^o  out,  but  I  was 
then  recovering  mv  health,  and  was  confident  I  should  be  able 
in  three  or  four  da\  s  to  on  go  bo  ird  myself,  ^^here  was  an 
additional  reason  for  submitting  10  this  d«4ay,  in  the  difficulty 
I  found  in  making  the  changes  of  commanders,  neither  of 
them  being  willing  to  be  separated  from  his  officers  and  men, 
ajpd  a  change  of  crews  through  the  fleet  being  inadmissible. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  Julv,  I  was  taken  on  board, 
but  it  was  calm,  and  I  did  not  sail  before  the  next  morning. 
To  satisfy  at  once  whatever  expectations  the  public  had  been 
led  to  entertain  of  the  sufficiency  of  this  squadron  to  take  and 
maintain  the  ascendancv  on  this  lake,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  expose  the  futility  of  promises,  the  fulfilment  nf  which 
had  been  rested  on  our  appe.irance  at  the  head  of  the  lake, 
I  got  under  way  at  four  o\'loi  k  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, and  steered  for  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara.  Owing  to 
light  winds,  I  did  not  arrive  off"  'here  before  the  5th.  There 
we  intercepted  one  of  the  enemy's  brigs,  running  over  from 
York  to  Niagara  with  troops,  and  ran  her  on  shore  about  six 
miles  to  the  westward  of  fort  Gcorg:*.  I  ordered  the  Sylph 
in,  to  anchor  as  near  to  the  enemy  is  she  could  with  safety, 
and  to  destroy  her.  Captain  Elliott  ran  in  a  very  gallant 
manner  to  within  from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  yards 
of  her,  and  was  about  anrhoring  when  the  enemy  set  fire  to 
her,  and  she  soon  after  blew  up.  This  vessel  was  a  schooner 
the  last  year,  and  call  d  the  B  resford;  since  they  altered  her 
to  a  brig,  they  changed  her  name,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  it.  She  mounted  14  guns,  twelve  24-pound  car- 
ronades,  and  two  long  9-pounders. 

Finding  the  enemy  had  two  other  brigs  and  a  schooner  in 
the  Niagara  river,  I  de  ermined  to  leave  a  force  to  watch 
them,  and  selected  the  JeflFerson,  S\lph,  and  Oneida  for  that 
purpose,  and  placed  the  wh  »le  under  the  orders  of  captain 
Ridgely.  Having  looked  into  York,  vviihout  discovering  any 
vessel  of  the  enemy,  I  left  Niagara  with  the  remainder  of 
the  squadron  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  arrived  here  the 
9th.  We  found  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  in  the  offing,  and 
chased  her  into  Kingston. 

My  anxiety  to  return  to  this  end  of  the  lake  was  increased 
by  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  weakness  of  Sackett's  Harbour, 
and  the  apprehei>«iion  that  ihi  enem\  might  receive  1  i'-ge  re- 
inforcements at  Kingston,  and,  embarking  some  of  the  troops 
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§ 

on  board  his  fleet,  make  a  dash  at  the  harbour,  and  burn  it 
with  all  Ttw  stores  durinj^  our  absence.  When  I  left  the 
harbour  there  were  but  about  700  regular  troops  fit  for  duty* 
It  is  true,  a  few  militia  had  been  called  in,  but  little  could  be 
expected  of  them  should  an  attack  be  made.  My  apprehen- 
sion, it  setm^,  was  groundless,  the  enemy  having  contented 
himself  with  annoying  in  some  trifling  degree  the  coasters 
between  Oswego  and  the  harbour  in  his  boats. 

I  cannot  forbear  expressing  the  regret  I  feel  that  so  much 
sensation  has  been  excited  in  the  public  mind  because  the 
squadron  did  not  sail  so  soon  as  the  wise  heads  that  conduct 
our  newspapers  have  presumed  to  think  I  ought.  I  need  not 
suggest  to  one  of  your  experience,  that  a  man  of  war  may  ap- 
pear to  the  eye  of  a  landsman,  perfectly  ready  for  sea,  when 
she  is  deficient  in  many  of  the  most  essential  points  of  her 
armament,  nor  how  unworthy  I  should  have  proved  myself 
of  the  high  trust  reposed  in  me,  had  I  ventured  to  sea  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  of  equal  force,  without  being  ready  to  meet 
him  in  one  hour  after  my  anchor  was  weighed. 

It  ought  in  justice  to  be  recollected,  that  the  building  and 
equipment  of  vi-ssels  on  the  Atlantic,  are  unattended  by  any 
of  the  great  difficuliies  which  we  have  to  encounter  on  this 
lake:  there  every  department  abounds  with  facilities.  A 
commander  makes  a  requisition,  and  articles  of  every  de- 
scription are  furnished  In  twelve  hours;  but  this  fleet  has 
been  built  and  fitted  in  the  wilderness,  where  there  are  no 
agents  and  chandler's  shops  and  founderies,  &c.  &c.  to  sup- 
ply our  wants,  but  every  thing  is  to  be  created;  and  yet  I  shall 
not  decline  a  comparison  of  what  has  been  done  here,  with 
any  thing  done  on  the  Atlantic,  in  the  building  or  equipment 
of  vessels.  The  frigate  Guerricre,  for  instance,  has  been 
building  and  fitting  upwards  of  twelve  months,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  is  noi  now  ready.  The  President  frigate 
was  sent  into  the  navy  yard  at  New  York  for  some  partial  re- 
pairs,  a  few  days  after  the  keel  of  the  Supeuor  was  laid;  since 
then  two  frigates  of  a  large  class,  and  two. sloops  of  war  of 
the  largest  class,  have  been  built  and  fitted  here,  and  have 
sailed  before  the  President  is  ready  for  sea,  although  every 
article  of  their  armament  and  rigging  has  been  transported 
from  New  York,  in  despite  of  obstacles  almost  insurmounta- 
ble. I  will  go  farth(  r,  sir,  for  it  is  due  to  the  unremitted  and 
unsurpassed  exertions  of  those  who  have  served  the  public 
under  my  command,  and  will  challenge  tht  world  to  produce 
a  parallel  instance,  m  which  the  same  number  of  vessels  of 
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such  dimensions  have  been  built  and  fitted  in  the  same  time, 
Iff  the  same  number  of  workmen. 

I  conftfss  that  I  am  mortified  in  not  having  succeA'ded  in 
satisfying  the  expectations  of  the  public,  but  it  would  be  in- 
finitely more  painful,  could  I  find  any  want  of  zeal  or  exer- 
tion in  my  endeavours  to  serve  them,  to  which  1  could  in  any 
degree  imp\Jte  their  disappointment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Son*  WtUiamjfones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy^  dated  on  board  the  United  States  ship  SupC' 

rior^  off  Kingston^  August  lOth^  1p814. 

"I  have  been  duly  honoured  with  your  letters  of  the  19th 
and  24th  July. 

"  I  do  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  have  never  been  under  any 
pledge  to  meet  general  Brown  at  the  ht:ad  of  the  lake;  but 
on  the  contrary,  when  we  parted  at  Sackett's  Harbour,  I 
told  him  distinctly,  that  I  should  not  visit  the  head  of  the 
lake,  unless  the  enemy's  fleet  did. 

^  I  can  ascribe  the  intimation  of  general  Brown,  that  he 
expected  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet  to  no  other  motive^ 
than  a  cautious  attempt  to  provide  an  apology  for  the  public, 
against  any  contingent  disaster,  to  which  his  army  might  be 
be  exposed. 

"But,  sir,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
topography  of  the  peninsula  (the  scene  of  the  general's  ope- 
rations), he  will  discover  that  this  fleet,  could  be  of  no  more 
service  to  general  Brown,  or  his  army,  than  it  could  to  an 
army  in  Tennesee. 

"General  Brown  has  never  been  able  to  penetrate  nearer 
to  Lake  Ontario,  ,than  to  Queenstown,  and  the  enemy  is  in 
possession  of  all  the  intermediate  country;  so  that  I  could 
not  even  communicate  with  the  army,  but  by  a  circuitous 
route  of  70  or  80  miles. 

"  Admitting  general  Brown  could  have  invested  fort  George, 
the  only  service  he  could  have  derived  from  the  fleet,  would 
be  our  preventing  the  supplies  of  the  enemy  from  entering 
the  Niagara  river;  for  the  water  is. so  shallow,  that  the  large 
vessels  cfould  not  approach  within  two  miles  of  their  works, 

"  General  Brown  had  therefore  two  abundantly  sufiicient 
reasons  for  not  expecting  the  co-operation  of  this  fleet;  it  was 
not  promised  to  him—- and  was  chimerical  in  itself* 
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"  M V  fixed  determination  has  always  been  to  seek  a  meet- 
ing  with  thf  enemv,  the  moment  the  fleet  was  ready,  and  to 
deprive  him  of  an  apolog\  for  not  meeting  me,  I  have  sent 
four  guns  on  shore  from  the  Superior,  to  reduce  her  arma- 
ment in  number  to  an  equaliiy  with  the  Prince  Regent's, 
yielding  the  advantage  of  their  68-pounders.  The  Mohawk 
mounts  two  guns  less  than  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  the 
Montreal  and  Niagara  are  equal  to  the  General  Pike  and 
Madison.  I  have  detached,  on  separate  service,  all  the  brigs, 
and  am  blockading  his  four  ships,  with  our  four  ships,  in  the 
hope  that  this  may  induce  him  to  come  out.'* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major -General  Brown^  to  Commodore 

Chavnceij^ 
Head-^iartcrsy  ^eenstoum^  July  ISthy  1814. 
My  dear  sir, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  10th,  as  I  assured  you  that 
with  the  blessing  of  God  I  would.  All  accounts  agree  that  the 
force  of  the  enemy  in  Kingston  is  very  light;  meet  me  on 
the  lake  shc^re,  north  of  Fort  Gtorge,  with  your  fleet,  and  we 
will  be  able,  I  have  no  doubi,  to  settle  a  plan  of  operation 
that  will  break  down  the  power  of  the  enemy  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, and  that  in  the  course  of  a  short  time.  At  all  events 
let  me  hear  from  you;  I  have  looked  for  your  fleet  with  the 
greatest  anxiety  since  the  10th.  I  do  not  doubt  my  ability  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field,  and  to  march  in  any  direction 
over  his  country,  your  fleet  carrying  for  me  the  necessary 
supplies.  We  can  threaten  forts  George  and  Niagara,  and 
carry  Burlington  Heights  and  York,  and  proceed  direct  to 
Kingston  and  carry  that  place.  For  God's  sake  let  me  see 
you;  sir  James  will  not  fight,  two  of  his  vessels  are  now  in 
Niagara  river. 

If  you  conclude  to  meet  me  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and 
that  immediately,  have  the  goodness  to  bring  the  guns  and 
troops  that  I  have  ordered  from  the  harbour;  at  all  events, 
have  the  politeness  to  let  me  know  what  aid  I  am  to  expect 
from  the  fleet  of  Lake  Ontario. 

There  is  not  a  doubt  resting  in  my  mind,  but  that  we  have 
betv/een  us  the  command  of  sufficient  means  to  conquer  Up- 
per Canada  within  two  months,  if  there  is  a  prompt  and 
zealous  co-operation,  and  a  vigorous  application  of  these 
means;  now  is  our  time,  before  the  enemy  can  be  greatly  re- 
inforced. Yours,  truly, 

(Signed)  JACOB  BROWN. 

Commodore  Chauncey. 
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Copif  of  a  letter  from  Conunodore  Chaimceif^  to  Major-General 

Brown^  dated  Utiked  States  ship  Superior^  off  Kingston^ 

August  iOth^  1814. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  was  received  hy  me  on  a 
sick  bed,  hardly  able  to  hear  it  read,  and  entirely  unfitted  to 
reply  to  it.  I,  however,  requested  general  Gaint-s  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  my  situation,  the  probable  time  of  the  fleet's? 
sailing,  and  my  views  of  the  extent  of  its  co-operation  with 
the  army.    4 

From  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  would  appear  that  vou 
had  calculated  much  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet.  You 
cannot  surely  have  forgotten  the  convcrstuion  we  held  on 
this  subject  at  Sackett's  Ilarbour,  previous  to  your  departure 
for  Niagara.  I  then  professed  to  feel  it  my  duty  as  well  as 
inclination  to  afford  ever}' assistance  in  my  power  to  the  armv, 
and  to  co-operate  with  it  whenever  it  could  be  done  without 
losing  sight  of  this  great  object,  for  the  attainment  of  which 
this  fleet  had  been  created,  to  wit:  the  capture  or  destruction 
of  the  enemy^s  fleet;  but  I  then  distinctly  stated  to  you,  that 
this  was  a  primar}'^  object,  and  would  be  first  attempted;  and 
that  you  must  not  expect  the  fleet  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  un- 
less that  of  the  enemy  should  induce  us  to  follow  him  there. 

I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  believe  that  this  convers.ition 
was  misunderstood  or  has  since  been  forgotten.  How  then 
shall  I  account  for  the  intimation  thrown  out  to  the  public  in 
your  despatch  to  the  secretary  of  war,  that  you  expected  the 
fleet  to  co-operate  with  you?  Was  it  friendly,  or  just,  or 
honourable,  not  only  to  furnish  an  opening  for  the  public,  but 
thus  to  assist  them,  to  infer  that  I  had  pledged  myself  to  meet 
you  on  a  particular  day,  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  co-operation?  and  in  case  of  disaster  to  your  army, 
thus  to  turn  their  resentment  from  you,  who  arc  alone  res- 
ponsible, upon  me,  who  coidd  not  by  an\  possibility  have  pre- 
vented or  retarded  even  your  discomfiture?  You  well  know, 
sir,  that  the  fleet  could  not  have  rendered  you  the  least  ser- 
vice during  your  late  incursion  upon  Upper  Canada.  You 
have  not  been  able  to  approach  Lake  Ontario  on  any  point 
nearer  than  Queenstown,.and  the  enemy  were  then  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  country  between  that  place  and  the  shore  of 
Ontario,  and  that  I  could  not  evjn  communicate  with  you 
without  making  a  circuit  of  70  or  80  miles.  I  would  ask,  of 
what  possil)le  use  the  fleet  could  have  been  to  you,  either  in 
threatening  or  investing  Fort  George,  when  the  shallowness 
VTJB.  r\%  [E] 


34]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

of  the  water  alone  would  prevent  an  approach  with  these 
ships  within  two  miles  of  that  fort  or  Niagara?  To  pretend 
that  the  fleet  could  render  the  least  assistance  in  your  pro- 
jected capture  of  Burlington  Heights  on  your  route  toKinglp 
ton,  is  still  more  romantic;  for  it  is  well  known  the  fleet  could 
not  approach  within  nine  miles  of  those  heights. 

That  you  might  find  the  fleet  somewhat  of  a  convenience 
in  the  transportation  of  provisions  and  stores  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  and  an  agrceahle  appendage  to  attend  its  marches 
and  countermarches,  I  am  ready  to  believe;  but,  sir,  the  sccrc- 
tarv  of  the  navy  has  honoured  us  with  a  higher  destiny;  we 
are  intended  t^o  «eek  and  to  fight  the  enemy's  fleet.  ITiis  is  the 
great  purpose  of  the  government  in  creating  this  fleet,  and  I 
shall  not  be  diverted  in  my  efforts  to  effectuate  it  by  any 
sinister  attempt  to  render  us  subordinate  to,  or  an  appendage 
of  the  army. 

We  have  one  common  object  in  the  annoyance,  defeat,  and 
destruction  of  the  enemy,  and  I  shall  always  cheerfully  unite 
with  any  military  commander  in  the  promotion  of  that  object 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  consideration  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Major-General  Jacob  Brown. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Brown  to  Commodore 

Chauncey^  dated  Head-^iarters^  Buffalo^  Sept.  4,  1814. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  after  going  the  rounda, 
was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  since,  on  my  way  to  this 
place. 

The  exception  you  take  at  my  letter  to  the  secretary,  would 
be  very  reasonable  and  proper,  provided  the  fleet  of  Lake 
Ontario  was  your  private  property,  over  which  the  govern- 
ment had  no  controul.  But  as  I  have  been  induced  to  believe 
that  it  was  the  property  of  the  nation,  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  government;  and  as  the  government  led  me  to  believe 
that  the  fleet  under  your  command  would  be  upon  Lake  On- 
tario, to  co-operate  with  my  division  of  the  army  the  first 
week  in  July,  I  have  deemed  it  fit  and  proper  to  let  the  na- 
tion know,  that  the  support  I  had  a  right  to  expect  was  not 
afforded  me. 

I  consider  my  conduct  towards  yourself  and  the  navy,  as 
not  on  y  honourable,  but,  sir,  as  being  very  liberal  and  friend- 
ly, from  the  date  of  my  report  of  the  battle  at  Sackctt's  Har- 
hour  to  the  present  hour.    The  troops  under  my  command 
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have  always  been  disposed  of  so  as  to  meet  your  views  to  the 
extent  of  my  power  and  authority;  and  as  far  as  was  consist- 
ent with  the  rights  and  tlie  honour  of  thr  army. 

Your  information  appears  very  incorrect  as  to  the  situation 
of  the  army,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  rcinforcenit  nts  wiih 
lieutenant-general  Drummond.  From  the  9ih  of  July  to  the 
24th  the  whole  country  was  in  our  power  from  Fort  Cicorgc  to 
Burlington  Heights;  and  could  the  army  have  been  supplied 
with  provisions  from  the  depots  provided  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Ontario,  we  should  not  have  doubted  our  ability  (with- 
out reinforcements  or  additional  guns)  to  carry  the  heights: 
when  we  could  have  returned  upon  Forts  George  and  Niagara, 
or  advanced  upon  Kingston  (as  might  have  been  thought 
most  advisal)le),  with  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet. 

You  speak  of  responsil)ility.  I  do  not  desire  you,  or  any 
man,  to  be  responsil)lc  for  me,  I  have  endeavoured  to  exe- 
cute the  orders  given  me;  success  has  not  attended  my  en- 
deavours; but  I  humblv  trust  in  heaven  that  the  honour  of 
the  brave  men  entrusted  to  my  command  has  l)een  and  will 
be  preserved,  let  what  may  happen. 

It  will  be  very  difHcult  to  retire  from  Fort  Erie,  pressed  as 
the  remains  of  my  gallant  little  army  are,  by  a  superior  force 
of  the  enemy.  But  no  other  alternative  will  be  left  us,  un- 
less reinforcement^  speedily  arrive.  The  militia  art!  coming 
in  in  very  considerable  numbers,  but  it  is  not  yet  ascertained 
how  many  of  them  will  cross.  i'he  secretary  has  given  me 
to  understand,  that  geneial  Izard  would  move  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence, with  a  view  of  attacking  Kingston  (should  he  and  you 
deem  that  measure  advisable).  Should  you  decide  otherwise, 
that  general  Izard  should  come  with,  or  send  to  me  a  rein- 
forcement of  from  two  to  three  thousand  men. 

I  have  not  heard  from  general  Izard,  and  begin  to  appre- 
hend that  something  has  occurred,  to  retard  or  prevent  his 
movement.  I  will  thank  you  for  any  information  you  can 
give  me  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  consideration  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Commodore  Isaac  Chaimceij. 
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AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  CAPTURE  OF 
FORT  ERIE,  AND  BATTLE  OF  CHIPPEWA  PLAINS. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

AdjutauUGeneraPs  office^  left  division^  J^^U  2^?  ^  ^^^' 
Major-general  Brown  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to 
the  troops  of  his  division  on  this  frontier,  that  he  is  autho- 
rized by  the  orders  of  his  government  to  put  them  in  motion 
against  the  enemy.  The  first  and  second  brigades,  with  the 
other  corps  of  artillery,  will  cross  the  streights  before  them 
this  night,  or  as  early  to-morrow  as  possible.  The  necessary 
instructions  have  been  given  to  the  brigadiers,  and  by  them 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  corps. 

Upon  entering  Canada,  the  laws  of  war  will  govern:  men 
found  in  arms,  or  otherwise  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  will  be  treated  as  enemies;  those  behaving  peacea- 
bly,  and  following  their  private  occupations,  will  be  treated 
as  friends.  Private  property  in  all  cases  will  be  held  sacred: 
public  property,  wherever  found,  will  be  seized  and  disposed 
of  by  the  commanding  general.  Our  utmost  protection  will 
be  given  to  all  who  actually  join,  or  who  evince  a  desire  to 
join  us. 

Plundering  is  prohibited.  The  major-general" does  not  ap- 
prehend any  difficulty  on  this  account  with  the  regular  army, 
or  with  honourable  volunteers,  who  press  to  the  standard  of 
their  country,  to  avenge  her  wrongs,  and  to  gain  a  name  in 
arms. — Profligate  men,  who  follow  the  army  for  plunder, 
must  not  expect  that  they  will  escape  the  vengeance  of  the 
gallant  spirits  who  are  struggling  to  exalt  the  national  charac- 
ter. Any  plunderer  shall  be  punished  with  death,  who  may 
be  found  violating  this  order. 

By  Older  of  the  major-general, 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 

Adjutant-general* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Broxvn  to  the  Secretary  of 

War^  dated  Chippewa  Plains^  6th  Jidij^  1814. 
Sir, 

Excuse  my  silence.  I  have  been  much  engaged.  Fort  Erie 
did  not,  as  I  assured  you  it  should  not,  detain  me  a  single 
day.  At  11  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  I  arrived  at  this 
place  with  the  reserve,  general  Scott  having  taken  the  posri- 
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tion  about  noon,  with  the  van.  My  arrangements  for  turn- 
ing and  taking  in  rear  the  enemy's  position  •  ast  of  Chippewa 
was  made,  when  major-general  Riall,  suspecting  our  inten- 
tion, and  adhering  to  the  rule  that  it  is  better  to  give  than 
to  receive  an  attack,  came  from  behind  his  works  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  in  order  of  battle.  We 
did  not  baulk  him.  Before  six  o'clock  his  line  was  broken  and 
his  forces  defeated,  leaving  on  the  field  four  hundred  killed 
and  wounded.  He  was  closely  pressed,  and  would  be  utterly 
ruined,  but  for  the  proximity  of  his  works,  whither  he  fled 
for  shelter.  The  wounded  of  the  enemy  and  those  of  our 
own  army  must  be  attended  to.  They  will  be  removed  to 
Buffalo.  This,  with  my  limited  means  of  transportation,  will 
take  a  day  or  two,  after  which  I  shall  advance,  not  doubting 
but  that  the  gallant  and  accomplished  troops  I  lead  will  break 
down  all  opposition  between  me  and  Lake  Ontario,  when,  if 
met  by  the  fleet,  all  is  well— if  not,  under  the  favour  of  hea- 
ven, we  shall  behave  in  a  way  to  avoid  disgrace.  My  de- 
tailed report  shall  be  made  in  a  day  or  two.  I  am,  with  the 
highest  respect,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 
HoTU  Secretary  of  War. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant-General^ s  office^  left  division^  Chippewa  Plains^ 

6th  July,  1814. 

Major-general  Brown  has  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  the 
solcUers  of  the  second  division,  west  of  the  Niagara,  merits 
greater  applause  than  he  is  able  to  bestow  in  general  dl*ders— > 
they  merit  the  highest  approbation  of  their  country.  The 
conduct  of  brigadier-general  Scott's  brigade,  which  had  the 
opportunity  to  engage  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  (the 
greater  part  it  is  believed  of  all  within  the  peninsula),  re- 
moves, on  the  day  of  this  battle,  the  reflection  on  our  coun- 
try, that  its  reputation  in  arms  is  yet  to  be  established.  His 
brigade  consists  of  battalions  of  the  9th,  the  11th,  and  the 
25th  regiments,  and  a  detachment  of  the  22d.  Towson*s 
company  of  artillery,  which  was  attached  to  it,  gallantly  com- 
menced, and,  with  it,  sustained  the  action. 

The  volunteers  and  Indians  performed  their  part — they 
drove  the  enemy's  Indians  and  light  troops  until  they  met  the 
British  army:  they  merit  the  general's  approbation.  In  the 
report  of  killed  and  wounded,  the  names  of  the  wounded 
officers  will  be  given,  in  order  that  they  may  be  rewarded 
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with  that  honourable  mention  which  is  due  to  them.    By  or- 
(ItT  of  major-geneial  Brown. 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 

Adjutant'g'eneraL 

Copf'f  t>f  a  letter  from  Major  General  Broiim  to  the  Secreta- 

rij  of  War^  dated  Htad-.\narters^  Chippexva  Plama^  jf^^lf 

7th.  1814. 
Dt-ar  Sir, 

On  the  2d  instant  I  issued  mv  orders  for  crossing  the 
Ni-tgara  river,  and  made  the  arrangi^ments  deemed  neces- 
sar\  ior  securing  ihe  garrison  of  Fort  Erie. — On  the  3d  that 
post  surrendered,  at  five  P.  M.  Our  loss  in  this  affair  was 
four  of  the  25th  regiment,  under  major  Jessup,  of  brigadier- 
general  Scott's  brigade,  wounded.  I  have  inclosed  a  return 
of  the  prisoners,  df  the  ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores  cap- 
tured. 

To  secure  my  rear  I  have  placed  a  garrison  in  this  fort, 
and  requested  captain  Kennedy  to  station  his  vessels  near  the 
post. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  brigadier-general  Scott,  with 
his  brigade  and  a  corps  of  artillery,  was  ordered  to  advance 
towards  Chippewa,  and  be  governed  by  circumstances,  tak- 
ing care  to  secure  a  good  military  position  for  the  night.  Af- 
ter some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  he  selected  this  plain 
with  the  eye  of  a  soldier;  his  right  resting  on  the  river, 
and  a  ravine  being  in  front.  At  1 1  ar  night  I  joined  him  with 
the  reserve  under  general  Hiplev,  our  field  and  battering  train, 
and  cofps  of  artillery  undtr  major  Hind  man.  General  Por- 
ter arrived  the  next  morning  with  a  part  of  the  New- York 
and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  some  of  the  warriors  of 
the  Six  Nations. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  enemy  commenced  a 
petty  war  upon  our  pickets,  and,  as  he  was  indulged,  his  pre- 
sumption increased:  by  noon  he  shewed  himself  on  the  left 
of  our  exterior  line,  and  attacked  one  of  our  pickets  as  it 
was  returning  to  camp. 

Captain  Treat,  who  commanded  it,  retired  disgracefully, 
leaving  a  wounded  man  on  the  groi;nd.  Captain  Biddle,  of 
thi  artillery,  who  was  near  the  scent-,  impc  lied  by  feelings 
highly  honourabk-  to  him  as  a  soklii  r  md  officer,  promptl/ 
assumed  the  command  of  this  picket,  led  it  back  to  the  wound- 
ed man,  and  brought  him  off  the  field.  I  ordered  captain 
Treat,  on  the  spot,  to  retire  from  the  army,  and,  as  I  am  anxious 
that  no  officer  shall  remain  under  my  command  who  can  be 
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suspected  of  cowardice,  I  advise  that  captain  Treat  and  lieu- 
tenant   *,  who  #as  also  with  the  picket,  be  struck  from 

the  rolls  of  the  armyf . 

At  four  oVlock  in  tht-  afternoon,  agreeably  to  a  plan  I  had 
given  general  Porter,  he  advanced  from  the  rear  of  our  camp, 
with  the  volunteers  and  Indians  (taking  the  woods,  in  order 
to  keep  out  of  view  of  the  enemy)  with  the  hope  of  bringing 
his  pickets  and  scouting  parties  between  his  (Porter's)  line  of 
march  and  our  camp.  As  Porter  moved,  I  ordered  th\  par- 
ties advanced  in  front  of  our  camp  to  fall  l)ack  gradually,  un- 
der the  enemy's  fire,  in  order  to  draw  him,  if  possible,  up 
to  our  line. — About  half  past  four  the  advance  of  general  Por- 
ter's command  met  the  light  parties  of  the  enemy  in  the 
woods,  upon  our  extreme  left.  The  enemy  were  driven,  and 
Porter  advancing  near  to  Chippewa,  met  their  whole  column 
in  order  of  battle.  From  the  cloud  of  dust  risinir,  and  the 
heavy  firing,  I  was  led  to  conclude  that  the  entire  force  of 
the  enemy  was  in  march,  and  prepared  for  action.  I  imme- 
diately ordered  general  Scott  to  advance  with  his  brigade 
and  Towson's  artillery,  and  meet  them  upon  the  plain  in 
front  of  our  camp.  The  general  did  not  expect  to  be  grati- 
fied so  soon  with  a  field  engagement.  He  advanced  in  the 
most  prompt  and  officer-like  style,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was 
in  close  action  upon  the  plain,  with  a  superior  force  of  Bri- 

•  The  name  omitted  in  the  letter. 

f  Immediately  after  the  battle,  p^cneral  Brown  issued  an  order  suspend- 
ing captain  Treat  from  command.  Captain  Treat  demanded  a  court  of 
inquiry.  It  was  not  granted,  but  a  couri-martial  was  ordered  at  Fort  Erie. 
The  left  division  of  tlic  army  marched  to  Sackett's  Harbour  soon  after,  and 
the  court  was  dissolved. 

Captain  Treat  immediately  proceeded  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  by  permis- 
sion from  major-general  Izard;  and  requested  another  court-martial.  Ma- 
jor-general Brown,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1815,  after  the  repeated  solici- 
tations of  captain  Treat,  issued  an  order  organizing^  a  court,  consist- 
ing of 

Colonel  M'Feely,  president. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  major  Croker,  major  Boyle,  major  M'llhen- 
xiy,  major  Chane,  and  captain  White,  members. 

Captain  Seymour,  supernumerary. 

Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  the  l:ilh  regiment,  judge  advocate. 

The  court  met  and  proceeded  on  the  trial  tlic  6th  April,  1815,  at  Sack- 
ctt's  Harbour.  They  closed  the  investigation  on  the  8th  May;  when  cap- 
tain Treat  was  honourably  a'^quitted. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  court — 

"  After  mature  deliberation  on  the  testimony  adduced,  the  court  find 
tlie  accused,  captain  Joseph  Treat,  of  the  21st  infantry,  not  guilty  of  the 
charge  or  specification  preferred  against  him,  and  do  honourably  acquit 
him.'* 

The  sentence  of  the  court  was  approved  by  major-general  Brown,  and 
promulgated  on  the  28tli  June^-at  Sacketfs  Harbour. 
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tish  regular  troops.  By  this  time  general  Porter's  command 
had  given  way,  and  fled  in  every  diribtion,  notwithstanding 
his  personal  gallantry,  and  great  exertions  to  stay  their  flight* 
The  retreat  of  the  volunteers  and  Indians  caused  the  left 
flank  of  general  Scott's  brigade  to  be  greatly  exposed.  Cap- 
tain Harris,  with  his  dragoons,  was  directed  to  stop  the  fu- 
gitives, behind  the  ravine  fronting  our  camp;  and  I  sent  colo- 
nel (Gardner  to  order  general  Ripley  to  advance  with  the  21st 
regiment,  which  formed  part  of  the  reserve,  pass  to  the  left 
of  our  camp,  skirt  the  woods  so  as  to  keep  out  of  view,  and 
fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank.  This  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  and  the  greatest  exertions  were  made  by 
the  21st  regiment  to  gain  their  position  and  close  with  the 
enemy;  but  in  vain — for  such  was  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
the  line  commanded  by  general  Scott,  that  its  advance  upon 
the  enemy  was  not  to  be  checked.  Major  Jessup,  command- 
ing the  left  flank  battalion,  finding  himself  pressed  in  front 
and  in  flank,  and  his  men  falling  fast  around  him — ordered 
his  battalion  to  "support  arms  and  advance;" — the  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  amidst  the  most  deadly  and  destructive  fire. 
He  gained  a  more  secure  position,  and  returned  upon  the 
enemy  so  galling  a  discharge  as  caused  them  to  retire.  By 
this  time  their  whole  line  was  falling  back,  and  our  gallant 
soldiers  pressing  upon  them  as  fast  as  possible.  '  As  soon  as 
the  enemy  had  gained  the  sloping  ground  descending  towards 
Chippewa,  and  distant  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  he  broke  and  ran 
to  his  works.  In  this  effort  he  was  too  successful,  and  the 
guns  from  his  batteries  opening  immediately  upon  our  line, 
checked  in  some  degree  the  pursuit.  At  this  moment  I  re- 
solved to  bring  up  all  my  ordnance,  and  force  the  place  by 
a  direct  attack,  and  gave  the  order  accordingly.  Major 
Wood  of  the  gorps  of  engineers,  and  my  aid,  captain  Aus- 
tin, rode  to  the  bank  of  the  creek  towards  the  right  of  their 
line  of  works,  and  examined  them.  I  was  induced  by  their 
report,  the  lateness  of  Ihe  hour,  and  the  advice  of  general 
Scott  and  major  Wood,  to  order  the  forces  to  retire  to  camp. 

My  most  difficult  duty  remains  to  be  performed— I  am 
depressed  with  the  fear  of  not  being  able  to  do  justice  to  my 
brave  companions  in  arms,  and  apprehensive,  that  some  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves,  and  promptly 
embraced  it,  will  escape  my  notice. 

Brigadier-general  Scott  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praises 
our  country  can  bestow — to  him  more  than  any  other  man 
am  I  indebted  for  the  victory  of  the  5th  of  July.  His  bri- 
gade has  covered  itself  with  glory.     Every  officer  and  man 
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of  the  9th,  11th,  and  25th  regiments  did  his  duty,  with  a 
seal  and  energy  worthy  of  the  American  character.  When 
every  officer  stands  so  pre-eminently  high  in  the  path  of  duty 
and  honour,  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate,  but  I  cannot  de- 
prive myself  of  the  pleasure  of  saying  that  major  Laven- 
worth  commanded  the  9th  and  22d,  major  Jessup  the  25th, 
and  major  M'Neil  the  11th.  Colonel  Campbell  was  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  gallantly  leading  on  iiis  regiment. 

The  family  of  general  Scott  were  conspicuous  in  the  field; 
lieutenant  Smith  of  the  6th  infantry,  major  of  brigade,  and 
lieutenants  Worth  and  Watts  his  aids. 

From  general  Kipley  and  his  brigade,  I  received  every  as- 
sistance that  I  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  rendering.  I  did 
not  order  any  part  of  the  reserve  into  action,  until  general 
Porter's  command  had  given  way,  and  then  general  Scott's 
movements  were  so  rapid  and  decisive,  that  general  Ripley 
could  not  get  up  in  time  with  the  21st,  to  the  position  as  di- 
rected. The  corps  of  artillerj-  under  major  Hindman,  were 
not  generally  in  action — this  was  not  their  fault — captain 
Towson's  company  was  the  only  one  that  had  a  full  oppor- 
tunity of  distinguishing  itself,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  com- 
pany ever  embraced  an  opportunity  with  more  zeal,  or  more 
success. 

A  detachment  from  the  2d  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  M'Donald,  penetrated  the  woods  with  the  Indians 
and  volunteers,  and  for  their  support.  The  conduct  of  M'Do- 
nald  and  his  command  reflects  high  honour  upon  the  brigade 
to  which  they  belong. 

The  conduct  of  general  Porter  has  been  conspicuously  gal- 
lant. Every  assistance  in  his  power  to  afford,  with  the  descrip- 
tion  of  force  under  his  command,  has  been  rendered.  We 
could  not  expect  him  to  contend  with  the  British  column  of 
regulars  which  appeared  upon  the  plains  of  Chippewa.  It  was 
i^o  cause  of  surprise  to  me,  to  see  his  command  retire  before 
this  column. 

Justice  forbids  that  I  should  omit  to  name  my  own  family. 
They  yield  to  none  in  honourable  zeal,  intelligence,  and  at- 
tention to  duty.  Colonel  Gardner,  major  Jones,  and  my  aids, 
captains  Austin  and  Spencer,  have  been  as  active  and  as  much 
devoted  to  the  cause,  as  any  officers  of  the  army.  Their  con- 
duct merits  my  warmest  acknowledgments;  of  Gardner  and 
Jones  I  shall  have  occasion  again  to  speak  to  you. 

Major  Camp,  deputy  quarter-master-general,  deserves  my 
particular  notice  and  approbation.  By  his  great  exertion  I  was 
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cnablfd  to  find  the  means  of  crossing.  Captain  Daliba  of 
the  ordnance  department  has  rendered  every  service  in  his 
power. 

1  he  inclosed  return  will  shew  you  our  loss,  and  furnish 
you  with  the  names  of  the  dt*ad  and  wounded  officers.  These 
gallant  men  must  not  be  forgotten.  Our  country  will  remem- 
ber them,  and  do  them  justice. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Honourable  John  Armstrongs  Secretary  at  War. 

Inspector-GeneraVs  office s  Head  Sluarters^  left  division^ 

Chippewa^  9th  Jxdy^  1814. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  of  ihe  enemy 
in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant,  fought  on  the  plains,  within 
half  a  mile  of  Chippewa,  between  the  left  division  of  the 
United  States  army,  commanded  by  major-general  Brown, 
and  the  English  forces,  under  the  command  of  major-general 
Riall. 

Killed,  3  captains,  3  subalterns,  and  87  rank  and  file  of  the, 
regular  troops. — Wounded,  2  captains  of  the  First  Royal  Scots, 
1  lieutenant  of  the  100th  rtgiment,and  92  rank  and  file  of  the 
Royal  Scots,  8th,  ar/d  100th  regiments. — Prisoners,!  captain 
of  the  Indians,  and  9  rank  and  file  of  the  regulars.-— Killed 
in  the  woods,  of  the  Indians  87,  o  the  militia  and  regulars 
18. — Indian  prisontrs,  1  chief  and  4  privates. 

Recapitulation — Killed,  3  captains,  3  subalterns,  and  192 
rank  and  file. — Wounded  and  prisoners,  2  captains,  1  su- 
baltern, and  92  rank  and  file. — Prisoners,  1  captain,  and  14 
rank  and  file.-— Total,  6  captains,  4  subalterns,  and  298  rank 
and  file. 

Total  of  the  enemy  placed  hors  do  combat,  that  we  have 
ascertained  beyond  a  doubt,  6  captains,  4  subalterns,  and  298 
rank  and  file.  Those  reported  under  the  head  of  wounded 
and  prisoners  were  so  severely  injured,  that  it  would  have 
been  impracticable  for  them  to  have  escaped.  The  enemy  had 
the  same  facilities  of  carrying  their  wounded  from  the  field 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action  as  ourselves,  and  there 
can  l3e  no  doubt,  from  the  information  that  I  have  received 
from  unquestionable  sources,  that  they  carried  from  the  field 
as  many  of  their  wounded  as  are  reported  above  in  the  totaL 

AZ.  ORNE, 
Assistant  Inspector-generah 
JfAjor-generetl  Brswr^        , 
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Report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  leftdivmon^  command- 
ed by  Major-General  Brown^  in  the  action  of  the  5th  jfult/f 
1814,  on  the  plains  of  Chippewa^  Upper  Canada. 

Head'^arters^  Camp  Chippexvay  7th  Julif^  1814. 
Artillery. — Killed,  4  privates;  wounded  severely,  3  corpo- 
rals, 5  privates;  8  privates  slightly. 

General  Scott* 8  brigade, — 9th  infantry — killed,  2  musicians, 
11  privates — ^wounded  severely,  1  captain,  2  subalterns,  2 
corporals,  19  privates — slightly,  2  Serjeants,  19  privates.— 
22d  infantry  attached — killed,  8  privates,  wounded  severely, 
1  captain,  8  privates — slightly,  2  Serjeants,  :^:i  privates. — lltk 
infantr}' — killed,  1  serjeant,  4  corporals,  10  privates — wound* 
cd  severely,  1  colonel,  1  subaltern,  3  seijeants,  5  corporals^ 
28  privates — slighdy,  3  Serjeants,  19  privates. — 23d  infantry 
^—killed,  1  Serjeant,  4  privates — wouiided  severely,  1  cap- 
tain, 2  subalterns,  "5  Serjeants,  2  coiporals,  37  privates— 
slightly,  2  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  1  musician,  19  privates. 

()f  General  Ripley" s  Brigade. — 2l8t  regiment,  none — 19th 
infantry  attached — killed,  3  privates — severely  wounded,  2 
privates — missing,  2. — 23d  infantry — severely  wounded,  I 
private. 

Of  brigadier-general  P.  B.  Porter'^s  command, — Fenton's 
regiment  of  Pennsylvania  militia— killed,  3  privates,  severely 
wounded,  1  private,  slightly,  1  private,  missing,  3  officers,  4 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. — Corps  of  Indians-— 
killed,  9  privates,  severely  wounded,  4,  slightly,  4,  missing, 
10. — Grand  total-— 2  Serjeants,  4  corporals*  2  musicians,  52 
privates  killed  — 1  colonel,  3  captains,  5  subalterns,  8  Ser- 
jeants, 11  corporals,  105  privates,  severely  wounded, — ^9 
Serjeants,  2  corporals,  1  musician,  193  privates,  slightly 
wounded, — 3  officers,  16  non-cc^mmissioned  oflScers  and  pri- 
vates missing. — ^Total,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians^ 
and  privates,  316. — Aggregate,  328. 

Kames  and  rank  of  officers  wounded. 

Colonel  Campbell,  11th  infantry,  severely;  kAee-pan  frac- 
tured.— Captain  King,  22d  infantry;  dangerously ,  shot  wound 
in  the  abdomen. — Captain  Read,  25ih  infantry,  badly;  flesh 
wound  in  the  thigh. — Captain  Hai  1  ison -I2d,  dviing  duty  in 
the  9th  infantry,  severely ;  thigh  amputated. — ^Lieutenani  Pal- 
iner,adjutant  9th  infantry,  severely;  shot- wound  in  the  should- 
er.— Lieutenant  Barron,  11th  infantry,  severel\ . — I«ieutenant 
De  Witt,  25th  infantry,  severely. — Lieutenant  Patchim,  i:5ih 
infantry,  badly;  flesh-wound  in  the  thigh.— -LieutenantBrimr 
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hall,  9th  infantr\',  slightly. — Note — The  slightly  wounded  arc 
fast  recovering. 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 
Adjutant'generaL 

Lispector-GeneraPs  office^  Head-S^tartcrs;,  left  division^ 

Camp  near  Fort  Erie^  ^'^^^V  *^- 

Return  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war^  who  surrendered  by 
capitulation  with  Fort  Erie  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  yuii/^ 
.li<14,  to  the  left  division  of  the  United  States  army^  under 
the  command  of  Major-General  Brown. 
8th  or  King's  regiment,  1  major. — Royal  artillery,  1  lieu- 
tenant, 1  corporal,  1  bombardier,  and  19  gunners. — lOOch 
regiment,  1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  4  Serjeants,  5- 
corporals,  3  musicians,  98  privates. 

Recapitulatio7i.'—Sxh  regiment,  1  major. — Royal  artillery, 
1  subalttrn,  1  corporal,  1  bombardier,  19  gunners. — lOOth 
regiment,  1  captain,  3  subalterns,  4  Serjeants,  5  corporals, 
3  musicians,  98  privates. — Aggregate,  13r. 

AZ.  ORNE, 
Assistant  Inspector-generaL 
Major-general  Brown, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Br  own^  of  the  17  th  July^  1 814, 

to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

"  The  inclosed  reports  were  made  by  order.  I  desired 
that  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  the  corps  and  the  indivi- 
duals engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  5th  should  be  well  under- 
stood by  you  and  the  nation.  I  have  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  had  more  regular  troops  engaged  in  this  action  than 
we  had,  and  that  his  loss  exceeds  five  hundred  men. 

I  feel  myself  under  great  obligations  to  captain  Kennedy, 
of  ihe  navy,  for  his  prompt  attention  to  my  communications. 
He  has  affiprded,  and  is  disposed  to  afford  me,  al>the  assistance 
that  is  in  his  power  to  render." 

Sir,  ^leenstown,  U.  C.  July  15th,  1814. 

By  the  general  ord<:T  of  the  lolh  instant,  a  methodical  and 
detailed  report  is  called  for,  desigTrating  the  names  of  such 
persons,  whether  commissioned   officers  or   others,  who,  in 
the  action  of  the  5th,  contributed  in  a  particular  manner  to 
the  successful  result  of  that  day. 

I  am  not  asked  ft)r  an  account  of  the  dispositions  made  of 
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the  troops  under  my  comm  md,  daring  the  action;  I  will, 
thei-cfore,  confine  myst'lf  strictly  to  the  p;cneral  order. 

A  severe  action  has  been  fought,  and  a  signal  victory  gain- 
ed. The  general  order  of  thr  6th  instant  attributes  that 
victory  to  the  first  brigade  of  infantry,  and  captain  Towson's 
company  of  artillery  under  mv  command.  It  whs  believed 
at  the  time,  and  has  since  been  clearlv  ascertained,  that  of 
the  forces  engaged,  the  enemy  were  greatly  superior  in  num- 
bers. Under  such  circumstances,  victory  could  net  have 
been  obtained,  without  a  very  general  participation  of  all 
ranks  and  grades  in  the  event. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  assured  by  6very  command- 
ing oflScer  (which  is  confirmed  by  my  own  personal  obser- 
vation), that  every  nian,  and  of  every  grade  in  the  action, 
evinced  an  ability  to  meet  even  a  greater  shock  than  that 
encountered,  with  like  success. 

The  truth  of  this  observation  was  most  conspicuous  in  the 
very  crisis  of  the  action.  Conduct  universally  good  leaves 
but  little  room  for  discrimination.  Accordingly,  but  few 
names  are  reported  to  me  by  the  several  commandants  of 
battalion,  as  entitled  to  a  select  mention  (in  respect  to  their 
gallant  comrades),  and  those  cases  are  noticed  principally 
from  accidental  circumstances  of  good  or  bad  fortune.  As 
in  the  instance  of  captain  Ketchum,  of  the  twenty-fifth  infan- 
try, whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  be  detached  with  his  com- 
pany, by  order  of  major  Jessup,  to  attack  a  .nuch  superior 
force,  whilst  the  battalion  was  engaged  with  another  body  of 
the  enemy.  Captain  Ketchum  galluntlv  sustained  himself  in 
the  execution  of  his  orders,  till  the  battalion  had  cleared  its 
own  front,  in  order  to  march  to  his  support. 

The  good  conduct  of  captain  Harrison,  commanded  by 
major  Levensworth,  and  observed  by  myself,  was  of  another 
kind.  A  cannon  ball  shattered  and  carried  away  a  part  of 
his  leg.  The  captain  preserved  a  perfect  serenity,  under  the 
tortures  of  his  wound,  and  utterly  refused  any  assistance 
from  the  ranks,  until  the  enemy  should  be  beaten.  So  glo- 
rious a  display  of  fortitude  had  the  happiest  effect. 

Of  the  three  battalions  of  infantry  composing  the  first  bri- 
gade, the  first  consisted  of  the  ninth  and  a  detachment  of  the 
twenty-second  regiment,  under  the  command  of  major  Le- 
vcnworth.  The  second  battalion  (or  the  eleventh  regiment), 
was  gallantly  conducted  towards  its  place,  in  the  order  of 
battle,  by  colonel  Campbell,  who,  being  early  wounded,  was 
succeeded  by  major  JVI'Neil.  Major  Jessup  commanded  the 
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twenty-fifth  regiment,  or  the  remaining  battalion  of  the  bri- 
gade. Of  these  three  excellent  officers,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  which  was  the  most  meritorious,  or  most  conspicuously 
engaged.  The  tweni\  -fifth  regiment  having  been  detached 
to  my  left,  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  wing,  which  rested  in 
a  wood,  major  Jess  up  was  less  under  my  personal  obser- 
vation rhan  the  oiher  commanders;  but  I  had  every  evidence 
of  the  able  dispositions  he  made  of  his  corps,  as  well  by  the 
report  of  my  aids,  as  by  the  effect  he  produced  on  that  part 
of  the  enemy's  line  immediately  opposed  to  him;  and  which 
contribuied  ver\^  much  to  the  general  success  of  the  day* 
Major  Jessup  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

The  other  two  battalions,  with  an  enlarged  interval  be- 
tween them,  received  the  enemy  in  open  plain;  that  under 
major  Leven worth,  parallel  to  the  attack;  that  under  major 
M'Neil,  with  its  left  wing  thrown  forward  to  take  the  enemy 
in  front  and  flank  at  the  same  time.  Captain  Towson,  who 
commenced  the  fire  before  the  troops  were  in  the  order  of 
battle>  immediately  afterwards  advanced  to  the  front  of  the 
extreme  right  with  three  pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  took 
post  on  the  river.  Majors  Levenworth  and  M*Neil  made 
prompt  dispositions  to  receive  the  charge.  The  fire  of  these 
corps  (including  the  aitillery)  pioduced  a  prodigious  effect"* 
in  the  enemy's  ranks.  That  of  major  M'Niel  was  the  most 
effective,  from  the  oblique  position  which  his  corps  judicious- 
ly occupied.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  also  admirably 
served;  to  the  fire  of  which  all  the  corps  were  exposed;  that 
of  major  Levenwcirth  more  particularly.  This  cannonade, 
however,  did  not  prevent  the  latter  from  preserving  his  corps 
in  the  most  excellent  order,  at  all  times  prepared  to  advance 
or  to  fire,  to  give  or  to  receive  the  charge. 

Captain  Towson  finally  silenced  the  enemy*s  most  effec- 
tive battery,  by  blowing  up  an  ammunition  waggon,  which 
produced  great  confusion.  Turning  next  a  heavy  discharge 
ofcannister  on  the  enemy's  infantry,  now  nearly  in  contact 
with  our  line,  advancing  to  the  charge,  the  enemy  could  not 
long  sustain  this  accumulation  of  fire;  he  broke,  and  fled  to 
his  strong  works  behind  the  Chippewa.  Ail  the  corps  pursued  . 
with  promptitude. 

To  mention  them  in  order  of  their  rank   (I  know  of  no 
other  in  this  case  j,  majors  Jessup,  Levenworth,  and  M^'Neil,    « 
and  captain  Towson,  deserve,  in  my  humble  opinion,  every     ■ 
thing  which  conspicuous  skill  and  gallantry  can  win  from  a    j 
grateful  country. 
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I  cannot  close  this  account  of  meritorious  conduct,  without 
mentioning  the  great  services  rendered  me  by  those  two  gal- 
lant young  soldiers,  lieutenants  Worth  and  Watts,  my  aids. 

There  was  no  danger  they  did  not  cheerfully  encounter,  in 
communicating  my  orders;  and  by  their  zeal  and  iotrepidity, 
won  the  admiration,  as  they  had  before  the  esteem,  of  the 
whole  brigade.  They  both  rendered  essential  service  at  cri- 
tical moments,  by  assisting  the  commandants  of  corps  in 
forming  the  troops,  under  circumstances  which  precluded 
the  voice  from  being  heard. 

This  conduct  has  been  handsomely  acknowledged  bv  the 
officers  of  the  line,  who  have  joined  in  requesting  that  it  might 
be  particularly  noticed. 

My  brigade- major,  lieutenant  Smith,  rendered  mc  every 
assistance  which  his  acci(lental  situation  on  foot  permitted; 
he  is  entitled  to  my  thanks. 

During  the  action,  major  Wood,  of  the  engineers,  and  cap- 
tain Harris,  of  the  dragoons,  whose  troop  could  not  act,  came 
up,  and  very  handsomely  tendered  their  services.  The  latter 
had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  take  this  opportunity  to  mention 
the  case  of  captain  Crooker,  of  the  ninth  regiment  of  infantry, 
in  the  affair  of  the  4th  of  July,  on  the  same  ground  on  which 
the  aiction  of  the  5th  was  fought. 

I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  mention  this  case  ver- 
bally to  the  commanding  general. 

It  is  due  to  the  gallant  individual  more  particularly  con- 
cerned, that  his  conduct  should  be*  formally  noticed. 

My  brigade  constituted  the  advance  of  the  army.  In  de- 
scending on  the  left  bank  of  the  Niagara,  from  Fort  Erie,  we 
met  an  advanced  corps  of  the  enemy  at  Black  creek,  strongly 
posted  behind  that  stream.  Captain  Towson,  who  was  with 
the  advance,  obliged  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  who,  on  retreat- 
ing, took  up  the  bridge  over  the  creek.  Captain  Crooker,  who 
flanked  out  to  the  left  of  our  march,  had  crossed  this  stream 
some  distance  above  the  bridge,  and  was  pursuing  the  enemy, 
just  as  the  hend  of  the  brigade  column  arrived  at  the  bridge, 
which  could  not  be  passed  until  the  pioneers  had  replaced* 
the  boards  which  the  enemy  had  hastily  removed.  Whilst 
this  operation  was  going  on,  captain  Crooker,  immediately 
within  my  view,  was  suddenly  enveloped  by  a  troop  of  the 
19th  light  dragoons,  composing  a  part  of  the  enemy\  rear 
guard.  He -fought  his  way  to  a  house,  then  near  to  him,  turn- 
ed upon  the  dragoons,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Captains  Hull 
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and  Harrisoi^,  and  lieutenant  Randolph,  with  a  small  part\% 
were  at  the  same  time  marching  to  the  support  of  captain 
Crooker,  and  arrived  just  as  the  enemy  took  to  flight.  I  have 
witnessed  nothing  more  gallant  in  partizan  war,  than  was  the 
conduct  of  captain  Crooker  and  his  company. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SCOTT, 
General  \st  brigade* 
C»  K*  Gardner^  Adjutant-general. 

Agreeably  to  general  orders,  I  transmit  the  following 
report: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  of  the  5th  July,  cap- 
tain TowRon's  company  of  artillery,  with  the  first  brigade,  was 
solely  engaged  with  the  enemy;  he  maint<iined  his  position  on 
the  right,  and  kept  up  a  spirited  and  destructive  fire  during 
the  charge  of  the  enemy.  Amidst  the  fire  and  charge  of  the 
enemy,  the  captain  and  his  subalterns,  lieutenants  Campbell 
and  Schmuck,  and  lieutenant  Randolph,  of  the  infantry,  com- 
manding the  reserve  of  the  artillery,  behaved  with  the  greatest 
gallantry,  and  I  am  proud  to  say,  tended  greatly  to  check  the 
impetuosity  of  the  enemy. 

At  an  early  part  of  the  battle,  the  captain's  piece  was 
thrown  out  of  action  by  a  24-pound  shot  from  the  enemy; 
yet  his  zeal  and  exertions  were  given  with  his  characteristic 
spirit  to  the  remaining  pieces,  and  he  reports  handsomely  of 
the  conduct  and  services  of  his  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men. 

About  the  time  the  enemy  commenced  their  charge,  and 
at  the  moment  they  broke,  captain  Ritchie's  company  of 
artillery,  and  one  piece  (a  12-pounder)  of- captain  Biddle'a 
company  of  artillery,  under  lieutenant  Hall,  participated  in 
the  action.  The  captains,  officers,  non-commissioned  oflicers^ 
and  men,  conducted  themselves  as  brave  and  faithful  soldiers, 
and  the  whole  artillery  then  on  the  field,  pursued,  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  with  rapidity,  and  saw  them  pre- 
cipitate themselves  within  their  works.  At  this  period  of 
.  the  action  two  18-pounders  under  captain  Williams,  and  the 
remainder  of  captain  Biddle's  artillery,  were  brought  upon 
the  field,  but  those  officers  reluctantly  quit  the  ground  with- 
out being  permitted  to  open  a  battery  upon  the  enemy's  works. 
To  particularise,  if  all  had  been  engaged  from  first  to  last, 
would  have  been  invidious;  but,  in  this  case,  captain  Towson 
and  company  deserve  pafticular  mention.    The  captain  be- 
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ing  so  fortunate  as  to  be  ordered  in  advance  with  his  com- 
pany of  artillery  only,  had  an  opportunity  of  sht^wing  his 
gallantry,  and  distinguishing  himstilf,  officers,  and  soldiers 
above  others. 

With  due  respect,  yours,  &c. 

J.  HINDMAN, 
Major ^  commanding  battalion  artillery* 
C  J5r.  Gardner^  Adjutant  generaL 

BRIGADE  ORDERS. 

»  Cfiippe-wa^  jfiily  10,  1814. 

Brigadier-general  Porter  congratu la tffs  the  corps  under  his 
command,  on  the  successful  operations  and  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  the  American  nrmy  during  the  piist  week.  The 
crossing  of  the  Niagara  on  the  3d,  and  the  surprise  and  cap- 
ture of  the  fort  and  garrison  of  Erie,  without  the  loss  of  si 
man,  afforded  the  fullest  evidence  of  the  talents  of  the  major- 
general,  and  was  a  certain  presage  of  the  success  which  was 
to  follow. 

The  action  of  Chippewa,  in  which  the  volunteers  took  so 
conspicuous  a  part,  will  ever  be  remembered  tc^he  honour 
of  the  American  arms.  It  was  commenced  bv  about  800 
Pennsylvania  volunteers  and  Indian  warriors,  who  met  about 
the  same  number  of  British  militia  and  Indians,  overthrew 
and  drove  them  behind  the  main  line  of  the  British  army, 
destroying  at  least  150,  and  annihilating,  it  is  believed,  this 
description  of  the  enemy's  force. 

The  British  regulars  were  met  by  general  Scott's  brigade, 
and  defeated  in  the  most  gallant  and  masterly  style,  and  the 
whole  of  the  enemy  driven  across  the  Chippewa,  when  they 
destroyed  the  bridges  and  retired  to  their  strong  works.  Co- 
lonel Fenton's  regiment  of  volunteers  again  distinguished  it- 
self by  its  steadiness  and  courage  in  advancing  in  column  and 
forming  a  line  with  the  regular  troops  on  the  plain,  in  face  of 
the  enemy's  batteries,  and  under  a  tremendous  cannonade* 
Our  loss,  though  severe,  is  very  trifling  compared  with  that 
of  the  enemy,  which  was  500.  We  have,  however,  to  regret 
thelossof  lieut.  col.  Bull,  majorGalloway,  and  captain  White, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  whose  zeal  and  gallantry  in 
pursuit  led  then,  with  others,  directly  upon  the  British  regular 
line:  exhausted  by  fatigue,  they  were  made  prisoners.  We 
lost  also,  two  distinguished  chiefs  of  the  Ouondan:a  and  Onei- 
da tribes,  who  were  killed.   The  New  York  volunteers  did 
not  arrive  until  the  day  after  the  battle;  but  they  hav^  since 
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given  the  fullest  evidence  of  their  determination  to  emulate 
the  example  set  them  hy  the  other  part  of  the  corps,  hy  their 
conduct  in  forcing  a  passage  over  the  Chippewa,  on  the  eighth 
instant,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  volunteered  in  build- 
ing a  bridge  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

In  short,  the  brigadier  is  satisfied  that  the  whole  corps  will 
continue  to  distinguish  itself  by  its  courage  and  good  conduct, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  deserve  and  receive  the  thanks 
of  their  country. 

By  order  of  brigadier-general  P.  B.  Porter,  commanding 
volunteers.  • 

D.  FKASER, 
Lieutenant  15th  United  States 
Infantry y  and  volunteer  aid-de-camp* 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Deputy  Adjutant-generaVs  office^ 

Kingston^  9th  jfuly^  1 814. 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond  has  received  a  report  from 
major-general  Riall,  of  the  enemy  having  effected  a  landing 
in  great  fq^e  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  on  Sunday  the  3d 
instant. 

Having  advanced  on  the  5th  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
major-general  Riall,  who  had  taken  post  at  Chippewa  (wait- 
ing for  reinforcements  from  York),  the  major-general  most 
gallantly  anticipated  the  enemy,  by  attacking  him  in  the  after- 
noon of  that  day,  in  the  position  which  he  had  taken  up  at 
Street's  Creek. 

After  an  action  highly  creditable  to  the  gallantry  and  ef- 
forts of  the  handful  of  troops  engaged,  viz.  the  100th  regi- 
ment under  lieutenant-colonel  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  and 
one  wing  of  the  Royal  Scots,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Gor- 
don; major-general  Riall  withdrew  his  small  force  to  Chip- 
pewa, after  having  sustained  a  very  severe  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  including  a  large  proportion  of  officers. 

Lieutenant-colonel  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  of  the  100th 
regiment,  lieutenant-colonel  Gordon,  of  the  Royal  Scots, 
and  captain  Holland,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Kiall, 
are  among  the  wounded. 

Major-general  Riall  has  been  reinforced  at  Chippewa  by 
the  King's  regiment  from  York. 

(Signed)  J.  HARVEY, 

LieutenanUcohnel  and  D*  A.  G* 
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GENERAL  ORDER. 

Ad/utant-jifenerars  office^  Head-^iarters^ 

Montreal^  13e/i  Jidy^  1814. 

His  excellency  the  governor  in  chiet  and  commander  of 

^lie  forces,  has  received  from  lieiitt-nant-genirul  Drummond 

^he  official  report  of  major-general  Hiall,  of  the  sortie  which 

^ook  place  on  the  5th  instant  from  the  lines  ot  Chippewa. 

His  excellency  derives  a  proud  consolation  in  the  undaunt- 
ed gallantry  and  exemplary  discipline  displayed  by  the  troops 
5.n  this  unequal  contest,  in  which  major  general  Kiall  repre- 
sents lieutenant-colonel  Pearson  in  command  of  adt^achment 
of  light  troops;  lieutenant-colonel   the  marquis  of  'l\vt  edale^ 
lOOth  regiment;  major  Evans,  eighth  or  king's  regiment;  ma- 
jor Rislc,  19th  light  dragoons,  and  captain  Mickonachic,  roy- 
al artillery,  to  have  afforded  the  most  able  support  in  the  zeal- 
ous and  judicious  command  of  their  rtspective  corps;  and  that 
the  zeal  and  intelligence  evinced  by  his  aid-de-camp  captain 
Holland,  captain  Kllioi,  deputy  assistant  qua;ier-masicr-ge- 
neral;  lieutenant  Fox,  royals;  acting  brigade- major  and  staff- 
adjutant  Greig,  merited  his  appro!);ition;  and  that  the  con- 
duct of  lieutenant-colonel  Dixon,  Lincoln  militia,  was  most 
exemplary. 

His  excellency  laments  the  loss  of  so  many  valuable  offi- 
cers and  men,  but  this  sentiment  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
disappointment  and  mortification  he  has  experienced  in  learn- 
ing that  Fort  Erie,  entrusted  to  the  charge  of  major  Buck, 
8th  or  king's  regiment,  was  surrendered  on  the  evening  of 
'  the  third  instant,  by  capitulation,  without  having  made  an 
adequate  defence. 

Return  of  killed^  wounded^  and  musing* 

Royal  artillery,  1  rank  and  file  killed,  4  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed. 

Royal  artillery  drivers,  1  subaltern  wounded. 

First  or  Royal  Scots,  1  captain,  4  Serjeants,  43  rank  and  file 
killed;  1  field  officer,  2  captains,  7  subalterns,  4  serjeants,  121 
rank  and  file  wounded;  30  rank  and  file  missing. 

Eighth  or  king's  regiment,  3  rank  and  file  killed;  1  subal- 
tern, 1  Serjeant,  and  22  rank  and  file  wounded. 

One  hundredth  regiment,  2  subalterns,  3  Serjeants,  64  rank 
and  file  killed;  1  field-officer,  2  captains,  6  subalterns,  11 
Serjeants,  114  rank  and  file  wounded;  1  subaltern  missing. 

Militia,  2  captains,  1  subaltern,  9  rank  and  file  killed;  1 
field-officer,  3  subalterns,  1  serjeant,  11  rank  and  file  wounded; 
1  serjeantt  14  rank  and  file  missing. 
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Royal    10th  light  dragoons;  1  serjeant,   5  rank  and   file 

wounJed. 

Officers  killed, 

.Roval  Scots,  cap'ain  Baily. 

l(X)ih  regiment,  lieutenant  Gibbons,  and  ensign  Rea. 
]Mditia,  captains  RovvcandTurney,and  lieutenant  McDon- 
nell. 

Officers  xvounded. 

General  stafF,  captain  Holland,  aid- de-camp  to  major-ge- 
neral Riall,  severely,  not  dangerously. 

Royal  artillery  drivers,  lieutenant  Jack,  slightly. 

First  or  Royal  Scois,  lieutenant-colonel  Gordon,  slightly; 
captains  Bird  and  Wilson,  severely,  and  prisoners;  lieute- 
nant W.  Campbell,  severely;  lieutenants  Fox,  Jackson,  and 
Hendrick,  severely,  but  not  dangerously;  lieutenant  McDo- 
nald, slighlly;  lieutenants  A.  Campbell  and  Connell, severely. 

Eighth  or  king's  regiment,  lieutenant  Boyde. 

One  hundredth  regiment,  lieutenant-colonel,  the  marquis 
of  Tweedale,  severely,  not  dangerously;  captain  Sherrard, 
do.  do.;  captain  Sleigh,  severely;  lieutenants  Williams,  Ly- 
on, and  Valentine;  lieutenant  Fortune,  wounded  and  mis'sing, 
supposed  prisoner;  ensigns  Clarke  and  Johnson,  and  adju- 
tant Hiiigston. 

Militia,  lieutenant-colonel  Dickson,  slightly;  lieutenant 
Clement,  severely;  lieutenant  Bow  an,  slightly;  ensign  Kirk- 
patrick,  dangcrouslv. 

(Signed)  ■  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adjutant-gene raij  N,  A, 


rURTHER  OPERATIONS  OP  THE  ARMY  UNDER  GENERAL  BROWN. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Porter  to  General 
Browriy  dated  ^leenatoivn  Heights^  J^h  ^^>  1814. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  your  instructiotis  to  me,  to  move  round 
Fort  George,  interrupt  the  enemy's  communications  with 
the  coumry,  and  reconnoitre  his  works,  I  marched  yester- 
day morning  at  reveille,  accompanied  by  that  excellent  offi- 
cer major  Wood  of  die  engineers,»with  ihe  whole  of  my  bri- 
gade, and  two  pieces  of  ariillery  under  captain  Jiiichie  of  the 
regular  army,  by  the  way  of  St.  David's  and  Cioss  Roads  to 
lake  Ontario,  where  we  had  an  opportunity'  to  e:camine  the 
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BOilhern  face  of  forts  Royal  and  Niagara,  about  two  miles 
distant.  From  the  lake  I  returned  lo  ihe  Cross  Hoads,  moved 
in  upon  Fort  George,  drove  the  en«ni\  's  pic  keis,  and  formed 
the  brigade  upon  the  plains,  in  full  vi*-w  and  uiihin  a  mile  of 
the  fort.  Lieutenant-col  >n('l  Wil^ocks  wiih#his  command, 
captains  Hull,  Harding,  and  Fret-man.  with  their  companies 
of  New  York  volunteers,  and  captain  Fir  mming,  with  part 
of  our  Indian  warriors,  advanced,  undf-r  cover  of  a  tuft  of 
woods,  within  muskei-shot  of  tfce  fort,  and  afforded  major 
Wood  a  fair  opportunity  to  rxaminc  tlic  woods. 

After  remaining  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  having  accom- 
plished the  object  of  the  expedition,  I  leturned  slowly  around 
the  south  side  of  Fort  (ieorgi-,  and  joined  general  Ripley  on 
the  Niagara,  and  with  his  brigade  returned  to  camp  at  nine 
in  the  evening. 

The  enemy  fired  but  a  few  shots  from  his  batteries,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  sm.ill  paniep  that  were 
sent  out  and  immediately  driven  hat  k  bv  our  light  troops, 
kept  close  within  his  works,  until  we  were  retiring,  when  se- 
veral pieces  of  artillery  were  sent  out  of  the  fort,  and  a  brisk 
fire  commenced  on  our  rear. 

We  lost  not  a  man  killed,  and  hut  two  (l)oth  of  colonel 
Swift's  regiment)  wounded.  Lieuten  uit  Fontaine  of  the  ar- 
tillery, and  one  of  captain  Bnughton's  officers,  had  their 
horses  killed  under  them  by  cannon  shot. 

But  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  five  men  of  captain  Bough- 
ton^s  fine  company  of  New  York  cavalry  made  prisoners. 
They  are  victims  of  your  own  generous  policy  of  suffer- 
ing the  inhabitants  who  profess  neutrality  to  remam  undis- 
turbed. The  safety  «f  itiv  brigade  required  me  to  pluce  vi- 
dettes  at  the  several  roads  leading  fr(»m  Fort  George  and 
crossing  my  line  of  march  ai  right  anglts.  Five  of  them  were 
surprised  and  taken  by  a  party  of  15  or  20  militia,  who  live 
on  the  road,  but  who  had  secreted  themselves  in  the  woods 
on  our  approach,  and  were  advised  of  all  our  movements 
and  positions  by  the  women  who  were  thronging  around  us 
on  our  march. — Some  of  these  mrn  I  am  informed  have 
been  in  our  camp  professing  friendship. 

Tlie  conduct  of  every  part  of  my  command  was  such  as 
not  only  to  meet  my  approbation,  hut,  considering  the  de- 
scription of  force,  to  excite  my  highest  admiration.  They 
performed  a  march  of  30  mih  s,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets, lay  for  some  time  under  his  batteries,  retired  in  good 
order,  and,  in  every  movement  of  the  day,  exhibited  exam- 
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pies  of  order,  fortitude,  and  gall.intr>',  which  would  have  been 
honourable  to  the  oldt;bt  troops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P.  B.  PORTER, 
•       Brigadier  general^  commanding  volutiteers* 
Major-g'enrral  yacod  Browii^  commanding 
2d  division  United  States  army. 

Copies  of  letters  from  Majom- General  Brown  to  the  Secretary  of 

War^  dated 
Head  ^larters^  ^eenstoivn^  jf^y  ^^^t  1814. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  ihr  20th,  the  army  moved,  and  encamped  in  the  rear 
of  F.  -rt  George.  General  Scott,  with  the  van,  had  some 
skirmishing  before  the  main  body  came  up,  but  as  the  enemy 
kept  close  to  their  works,  nothing  important  occurred.  No 
force  was  left  in  our  rear;  the  heights  were  abandoned  to 
the  enemv,  and  we  did  hope  that  the  movement  would  have 
induced  him  to  re-occupy  them,  or  close  in  nearer  to  us,  so 
as  to  bring  on  an  engagement  out  of  his  works.  In  this  we 
were  disappointed.  The  army  returned  to-day,  and  found  a 
bodv  of  militia  and  a  few  regulars  in  and  about  the  heights. 
General  Porter  pursued  them  with  his  command  and  a  few 
regulars,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  come  up  with  and  cap- 
ture seven  officers  and  ten  privates.  They  will  be  sent  to 
Greenbush. 

Ver)'  respectfuUv  and  trulv  yours, 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War, 

Head'^iarters^  Chippewa^  July  25 th,  1814. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  the  23d  instant,  I  received  a  letter  by  express  from 
general  Gaines,  advising  me,  that  on  the  2tnh  the  heavy 
guns  that  I  had  ordered  from  the  harbour,  to  enable  me  to 
operate  againts  forts  George  and  Niagara,  were  blockaded  in 
that  port,  together  with  the  rifle  regiment  that  I  had  ordered 
with  them.  I  had  ordered  these  guns  and  troops  in  boats, 
provided  tiu  commodore  should  not  dc-em  it  prudent  or  pro- 
per to  convey  ihcm  in  his  fix  et,  not  doubting  but  that  he 
would  have  been  upon  the  lake  for  their  protection,  and  that 
the  enemy  would  have  been  driven  into  port  or  captured.  Aa 
general  G:anes  informed  me  that  the  commodore  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  wiih  a  fever,  and  as  he  did  not  know  when  the 
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fleet  would  sail,  or  when  the  guns  and  forces  tha'  I  had  been 
expecting  would  evt-n  leave  Sackeit's  Harbour,  I  ^  tvc  thought 
it  proper  to  change  mv  position,  with  a  view  to  other  objects. 
You  know  how  greatly  I  am  disappointed,  iind  therefore  I 
will  not  dwell  upon  that  painful  subject.  And  vou  can  best 
perceive,  how  much  has  been  lost  bv  the  dclax ,  and  the  com- 
mand of  Lake  Ontario  being  with  the  enemy;  reliances  be- 
ing placed  upon  a  difF«  rent  stat^  of  things.  The  Indians  all 
left  me  some  lime  since.  Ii  is  said  that  they  will  return,  but 
this  you  will  perceive  depends  upon  circumstances.  The  re- 
inforcements ordered  on  from  the  west  have  not  arrived. 
Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

JACOB  BROWN. 
JIan.  Secretary  of  War ^  Washington. 


AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF 

BRIDGEWATER. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Z.  Austin^  aid  to  General  BrowHj 

to  the  Secretary  of  War^  dated 
Head-^iarters,  Buffalo.  2^th  Jxdy^  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  of  addressing  you  by  desire  of  general 
Brown,  who  is  now  confined  by  wounds  received  in  a  severe 
and  desperate  engagement  with  the  enemy,  on  the  afternoon 
and  nfght  of  the  25th  instant. 

Our  army  had  fallen  back  to  Chippewa.  The  enemy  col- 
lecting every  regiment  from  Burlington  and  York,  and  meet- 
ing with  no  opposition  on  Lake  Ontario,  transported  by  wa- 
ter to  Fort  George,  troops  from  Kmgston,  and  even  from 
Prescott,  which  enabled  them  to  bring  against  us  si  force 
vastly  superior,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general 
Drummond  and  major-general  Hiall.  Thev  were  met  by  us 
near  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  where  a  most  severe  conflict  ensu- 
ed. The  enemy  disputed  the  ground  with  resolution,  yet 
were  driven  from  every  position  they  attempted  to  hold.  We 
stormed  his  batteries  directly  in  front  and  took  possession  of 
all  his  artillery.  Notwithstanding  his  immense  superiority 
both  in  numbers  and  position,  he.  was  completely  defeated, 
and  our  troops  remained  on  the  battle  ground  without  inter- 
ruption. As,  however,  both  general  Brown  and  general  Scott 
had  received  severe  wounds,  almost  every  chief  of  battalion 
disabled,  and  our  m^n  quite  exhausted,  it  was  thought  pru- 
dent to  retire  to  our  encampment,  wMch  was  done  in  good 
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order,  without  any  mole-station  from  the  enemy,  our  wound- 
ed having  first  been  rt-mo\>  d. 

Major-general  Riall,  with  the  aid-de-camp  of  lieutenant- 
general  Drummond  and  about  twenty  other  officers,  with 
200  privates,  are  taken  prisoners. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  is  immense,  but  no  account  has  yet 
been  returned.  The  aid  and  brigade-major  of  general  Scott, 
are  both  severely  wounded,  ^nd  captain  Spencer,  and  aid  of 
general  Brown,  most  probably  dead,  having  received  two 
balls  through  his  body.  Both  generals  Brown  and  Scott  are 
on  this  side  confined  by  their  wounds.  General  Ripley  com- 
mands on  the  other. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  L.  AUSTIN, 

Aid'de-camp* 
Hon,  Secretary  at  War^  Washington* 

P,  S.— --(general  Brown  received  his  wounds  at  the  same 
instant  during  a  late  part  of  the  action,  but  still  continued  to 
keep  his  horse  until  exhausted  by  loss  of  blood.  This  pro- 
bably has  rendered  his  wounds  more  painful  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  been. 

General  BroxurCs  report  of  the  battle  of  the  25th  yuly^  at  the 

Falls  of  Niagara, 
Sir, 

Confined  as  I  was,  and  have  been,  since  the  last  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy,  I  fear  that  the  account  I  am  about  to 
give,  may  be  less  full  and  satisfactory,  than  under  other  cir- 
cumstances it  might  have  been  made.  I  particularly  Fear  that 
the  conduct  of  the  gallant  men  it  was  my  good  fortune  to 
lead,  nfill  not  be  noticed  in  a  way  due  to  their  fame,  and  the 
honour  of  our  country. 

You  are  already  apprised  that  the  army  had  on  the  25th 
ultimo  taken  a  position  M  Chippewa.  About  noon  of  that  day, 
colonel  Swift,  who  was  posted  ai  Lewistown,  advised  me  by 
express,  that  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  in 
Queenstown,  and  on  its  heights;  that  four  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
had  arrived  during  the  preceding  night,  and  were  then  ly- 
ing near  Fort  Niagara,  and  tha^  a  number  of  boats  were  in 
view,  moving  up  the  streight.  Within  a  few  minutes  after 
thi*  intelligence  had  been  received,  I  was  further  infornied 
by  captain  Denmon,  of  the  quarter- master's  department,  tSat 
the  enejmy  was  landing  at  Lewistown,  and  that  our  baggage 
and  stores  at  Schlosser)  and  on  their  way  thither,  were  in 
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danger  of  immediate  capture.  It  is  proper  here  to  mention, 
that  having  received  advices  as  late  as  the  20th  from  general 
Gaines,  that  our  fleet  was  then  in  port,  and  the  commodore 
sick,  wc  ceased  to  look  for  co-operation  from  that  quarter, 
and  determined  to  disencumber  ourselves  of  baggage,  and 
march  directly  for  Burlington  Heights.  To  mask  this  inten- 
tion, and  to  draw  from  Schlosser  a  small  supply  of  provisions, 
I  fell  back  upon  Chippewa. 

As  this  arrangement,  under  the  increased  force  of  the 
enemy,  left  much  at  hazard  on  our  own  side  of  the  Niagara, 
and  as  it  appeared  by  the  before-stated  information,  that  the 
enemy  was  about  to  avail  himself  of  it,  I  conceived  that  the 
most  effectual  method  of  recalling  him  from  this  object,  was 
to  put  myself  in  motion  towards  Queenstown.  General  Scott, 
with  the  first  brigade,  Towson's  artillery,  and  all  the  dragoons 
and  mounted  men,  were  accordingly  put  in  march  on  the 
road  leading  thither,  with  orders  to  report  if  the  enemy  ap- 
peared, and  to  call  for  assistance,  if  that  was  necessary.  On 
the  general's  arrival  at  the  fails,  he  learned  that  the  enemy 
was  in  force  directly  in  his  front,  a  narrow  piece  of  woods 
alone  intercepting  his  view  of  them.  Waiting  only  to  give 
this  information,  he  advanced  upon  them.  By  the  time  the 
assistant  adjutant-general  (Jones)  had  delivered  his  message, 
the  action  began,  and  before  the  remaining  part  of  the  divi- 
sion had  crossed  the  Chippewa,  it  had  become  close  and 
general  between  the  advanced  corps.  Though  general  Ripley 
with  the  second  brigade,  major  Hindman  with  the  corps  of 
artillery,  and  general  Porter  at  the  head  of  his  command,  had 
respectively  pressed  forward  with  ardour;  it  was  not  less  than 
Sin  hour  before  they  were  brought  to  sustain  general  Scott, 
during  which  time  his  command  most  skilfully  and  gallantly 
maintained  the  conflict. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  found  that  the  general  had  \^assed  the 
wood,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  Queenstown  road,  and  on  the 
ground  to  the  left  of  it,  with  the  9th,  11th,  and  22d  regiments, 
and  Towson's  artillery.  The  25  th  had  been  thrown  to  the  right 
to  be  governed  by  circumstances.  Apprehending  that  these 
corps  were  much  exhausted,  and  knowing  that  they  had  suf- 
fered severely,  I  determined  to  interpose  a  new  line  with  the 
advancing  troops,  and  thus  disengage  general  Scott  and  hold 
his  brigade  in  reserve.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  to 
general  Ripley.  The  enemy's  artillery-  at  this  moment  occu- 
pied a  hill  which  gave  him  great  advantages,  and  was  the  key 
of  the  whole  position.  It  was  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry'. 
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To  secure  the  victor}',  it  was  necessary  to  cany  this  artlllciyt 
and  seize  the  height.  This  duty  was  assigned  to  colonel  Mil- 
ler, while,  to  favour  its  execution,  the  first  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Nicholas,  was  directed  to  menace 
and  amuse  the  infantry.  To  my  great  mortification  this  regi- 
ment, afrer  a  discharge  or  two,  gave  way,  and  retreated  si3mc 
distance   before  it  could  be  rallied,  though  it  is  believed    the 
officers  of  the  regiment  exerted  themselves  to  shorten    this 
distancr.  In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Miller,  without  regard  to 
this  occurrence,  advanced  steadily  and  gallantly  to  his  obj  cot, 
and   carried  the   height  and  the   cannon.    General   Riplejr 
brought  up  the  23d  (which  had  also  faultered)  to  his  support^ 
and  the  enemy  disappeared  from  before  them.  The  first  re- 
giment was  now  brought  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  21st,  and 
the  detachments  of  the  17th  and  19th,  general  Porter  occupy- 
ing, with  his  command,  the  extreme  left.  About  the  time  co- 
lonel Miller  carried  the  enemy's  cannon,  the  25th  regiment* 
under  major  Jessup,  was  engaged  in  a  more  obstinate  con- 
flict with  all  that  remained  to  dispute  with  us  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. The  major,  as  has  been  alrealy  stated,  had  been  ordered 
by  general  Scott  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  to  take 
ground  to  his  right.     He  had  succeeded  in  turning  the  ene- 
my's left  flank;  had  captured  (by  a  detachment  under  captain 
Ketchum)  general  Riall  and  sundry  other  officers,  and  show- 
ed himself  again  to  his  own  army  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  which 
defeated  or   destroyed  a  very  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  second  regiment. 
The  enemy  rall|'ing  his  forces,  and,  as  is  believed,  having  re- 
ceived reinforcements,  now  attempted  to  drive  us  from  our 
position,  and  regain  his  artillery.  Our  line  was  unshaken,  and 
the  enemy  repulsed.  Two  other  attempts,  having  the  same 
object,  had  the  same  issue.  General  Scott  was  again  engaged 
in  repelling  the  former  of  these;  and  the  last  I  saw  of  him  on 
the  field  of  battle,  he  was  near  the  head  of  his  column,  and 
giving  to  its  march  a  direction  that  would  have  placed  him 
on  the  enemy's  right.  It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  saw  the 
good  order  and  intrepidity  of  general  Porter's  volunteers 
from  the  moment  of  their  arrival,  but  during  the  last  charge 
of  the  enemy  those  qualities  were  conspicuous.  Stimulated 
by  the  examples   set  them  by  their  gallant  leader,  by  major 
Wood,  of  the  Pennsylvania  corps,  by  colonel  Dobbin,  of  Nevr 
York,  and  by  their  officers  generally,  they  precipitated  them- 
selves upon  the  enemy's  line,  and  made  all  the  prisoncra 
which  were  taken  at  this  point  of  the  action. 
.Having  been  for  some  time  wounded,  and  being  a  good 
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deal  exhausted  by  loss  of  blood,  it  became  my  wish  to  de« 
volve  the  command  on  general  Scott,  and  to  retire  from  th© 
field;  but  on  enquiry,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  learn,  that  he 
i^as  disabled  by  wounds;  I  therefore  kept  my  post,  and  bad 
the  satisfaction  to  see  the  enemy's  last  effort  repulsed.  I  now 
consigned  the  command  to  general  Ripley. 

While  retiring  from  the  field,  I  saw  and  felt  that  the  vic- 
tory was  complete  on  our  part,  if  proper  measures  were 
promptly  adopted  to  secure  it.  The  exhaustion  of  the  men, 
wad,  however,  such  as  made  some  refreshment  necessary* 
They  particularly  required  water.  I  was  myself  extremely  sen- 
sible of  the  want  of  this  necessary  anicle.  I  therefore  believed 
it  proper  that  general  Ripley  and  the  troops  should  return  to 
camp,  after  bringing  off  the  dead,  the  wounded,  and  the  artil- 
lery; and  in  this  I  saw  no  difficulty,  as  the  enemy  had  entirely 
ceased  to  act.  Within  an  hour  after  my  arrival  in  camp  I  was 
informed  that  general  Ripley  had  returned,  without  annoy- 
ance, and  in  good  order.  I  now  sent  for  him,  and,  after  giv- 
ing him  my  reasons  for  the  measure  I  was  about  to  adopt, 
ordered  him  to  put  the  troops  into  the  best  possible  condi- 
tion; to  give  to  them  the  necessary  refreshment;  to  take  with 
him  the  pickets  and  camp  guards,  and  every  other  descrip- 
tion of  force;  to  put  himself  on  the  field  of  battle  as  the  day 
dawned,  and  there  to  meet  and  beat  the  enemy  if  he  again 
appeared.  To  this  order  he  made  no  objection,  and  I  relied 
upon  its  execution.  It  was  not  executed.  I  feel  most  sensibly 
how  inadequate  are  my  powers,  in  speaking  of  the  troops,  to 
do  justice  either  to  their  merits  or  to  my  own  sense  of  them. 
Under  abler  direction,  they  might  have  done  more  and  better. 

From  the  preceding  detail,  you  have  new  evidence  of  the 
distinguished  gallantry  of  generals  Scott  and  Porter,  of 
colonel  Miller,  and  major  Jessup. 

Of  the  first  brigade,  the  chief,  with  his  aid-de-camp  Worth, 
his  major  of  brigade  Smith,  and  every  commander  of  bat- 
talion, were  wounded. 

The  second  brigade  suffered  less;  but,  as  a  brigade,  their 
conduct  entitled  them  to  the  applause  of  their  country.  After 
the  enemy's  strong  position  had  been  carried  by  the  2 1st,  and 
the  detachments  of  the  ITth  and  19th,  the  1st  and  23d  as- 
sumed a  new  character.  They  could  not  again  be  shaken  or 
dismayed.  Major  M^Farland  of  the  latter  fell  nobly  at  the 
head  of  his  battalion. 

Under  the  command  of  general  Porter,  the  militia  volun- 
teers of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  stood  undismayed 
anudst  the  hottest  fire,  and  repulsed  the  veterans  opposed  t» 
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them.  The  Canadian  volunteers,  commanded  by  colonel  Wil- 
son, are  reported  by  general  Porter  as  having  merited  and 
received  his  approbation. 

The  corps  of  artillery,  commanded  by  major  Hindman, 
behaved  with  its  usual  gallantry.  Captain  Towson's  com- 
pany, attached  to  the  first  brigade,  was  the  first  and  the  last 
engaged,  and  during  the  whole  conflict  maintained  that  high 
character  which  they  had  previously  won  by  their  skill  and 
their  valour.  Captains  Biddle  and  Ritchie  were  both  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  but  refused  to  quit  the  field.  The  latter 
declared  that  he  never  would  leave  his  piece;  and,  true  to 
his  engagement,  fell  by  its  side,  covered  with  wounds. 

The  staff  of  the  army  had  its  peculiar  merit  and  distinction. 
Colonel  Gardner,  adjutant-general,  though  ill,  was  on  horse- 
back, and  did  all  in  his  power;  his  assistant,  major  Jones, 
was  very  active  and  useful.  My  gallant  aids- de-camp,  Aus- 
tin and  Spencer,  had  many  and  critical  duties  to  perform, 
in  the  discharge  of  which  the  latter  fell.  I  shall  ever  think  of 
this  young  man  with  pride  and  regret;  regret,  that  his  career 
was  terminated  so  short;  pride,  that  it  has  been  so  noble  and 
digtinguished.  The  engineers,  majors  M'Ree"  and  Wood, 
were  greatly  distinguished  on  this  day,  and  their  high  military 
talents  exerted  with  great  effect;  *hey  were  much  under  my 
eye,  and  near  my  person,  and  to  their  assistance  a  great  deal 
is  fairly  to  be  ascribed.  I  most  earnestly  recommend  them, 
as  worthy  the  highest  trust  and  confidence.  The  staff  of  ge- 
nerals Ripley  and  Porter  discovered  great  zeal  ind  attention 
to  duty.  Lieutenant  E.  B.  Randolph,  of  the  20th  regiment,  is 
entitled  to  notice;  his  courage  was  conspicuous. 

I  inclose  a  return  of  our  loss;  ihose  noted  as  missing  may 
be  generally  numbered  with  the  dead.  The  enemy  had  but 
little  opportunity  of  making  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrongs  Secretary  at  War. 

Report  of  the  killed ^  xvottnded^  and  missings  of  the  left  division  of 
the  army  commanded  by  major-general  Brown^  in  the  action 
of  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  25th  Jidy^  1814,  at  the 
Falls  of  Niagara. 

Adjutant'generaVs  office^  Fort  Erie^  30th  July^  1814. 
General  staff — wounded,  1  major-general,  1  aid-de-camp. 
Light  dragoons — killed,  1  corporal — wounded,  2  privates 
Artillery — ^killed,  1  captain,  1  corporal,  8  privates— wound.* 
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ed,  1  captain,  2  suKmI terns,  1  Serjeant,  2  corporals,  1  musi* 
cian,  28  privi-  8 — missing*  1  private. 

First  or  brigadier- preneral  Scotfs  bf  igade. 

Brigade  staff — wounded,  1  b  igadier-general,  1  aid-de- 
camp,  1  nrigadt.'-m:ijoi. 

9th  infantr\ — killed,  1  captain,  3  subalterns,  I  Serjeant,  1 
corporal,  11  privates — wounded,  1  major,  1  quarter-master, 
1  paymaster,  1  captain,  5  subalterns,  7  Serjeants,  5  corporals, 
69  privates— missing,  1  subaltern,  1  serjeant-major,  2  Ser- 
jeants, 11  privates. 

11th  infantry — killed,  1  captain,  2  Serjeants.  4  corporals, 
21  privates — wounded,  1  my  or,  1  captain,  5  subalterns,  1 
serjeantrmajor,  1  chief  musician,  7  Serjeants,  3  corporals,  1 
musician,  82  privates — missing,  1  subaltern,  2  privates. 

22d  infantry — killed,  2  Serjeants,  1  corporal,  33  privates-— 
wounded,  1  colonel,  2  captains,  4  subalterns,  9  Serjeants,  11 
corporals,  1  musician,  62  privates — missing,  3  subalterns,  2 
Serjeants,  12  privates. 

25th  infantry— killed,  1  captain,  1  subaltern,  26  privates- 
wounded,  1  major,  1  .adjutant,  1  quarter-master,  1  subaltern, 
6  Serjeants,  6  corporals,  50  privates— -missing,  1  serjeant,  2 
corporals,  12  privates. 


21st  mtantry — kiiiea,  i  subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  1  corpor 
11  privates — wounded,  1  captain,  5  subalterns,  1  serjeant,  i 
privates — missing,  19  privates. 

23d   infantr\' — killed,  1    major,  2  Serjeants,  7  privates- 
wounded,  1  captain,  6  subalterns,  1   Serjeant,  1  corporal, 
privates — missing,  3  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  22  privates. 
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Brigadier-general  Porter^s  command. 

Brigade  staff — 1  brigade-major  missing. 

.Canadian  volunteers — killed,  1  private— wounded,  2  pri* 
vates — missing,  8  privates. 

Pennsylvania  volunteers — killed,  1  adjutant,  1  serjeant,  9 
privates— wounded,  1  major,  1  quarter- master,  1  subaltern, 
21  privates — missing,  1  captain. 

New  York  volunteers — killed,  1  captain,  1  corporal,  2 
privates— wounded,  t  lieuien.in  -colonel,  1  subaltern,  2  ser« 
jeants,  1  corporal,  9  privates— missing,  1  subaltern. 
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Grand  total* 

Killed,  1  major,  1  adjutant,  5  captains,  4  subalterns,  10  scr- 
jeanrs,  lO  corporals,  140  privatc:s.  Total,  171. 

Wounded,  1  major-general,  1  brigadier-general,  2  aids-de- 
camp, 1  I  rigadc-m.'ijor,  1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  4  ma- 
jors, 1  adjutant,  3  quarter-masters,  1  paymaster,  7  captains, 
32  subalterns,  1  serjeant-major,  1  chief  musician,  34  Ser- 
jeants, 29  corporals,  3  musicians,  449  privates.  Total,  572. 

Missing,  1  brigade- major,  1  captain,  6  subalterns,  1  ser- 
jeant-major, 8  Serjeants,  5  corporals,  95  privates.  Total,  117. 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 
Adjutant'generah 
Officers  killed* 

Major  jM'Farland,  23d  infantry. 

Captain  Ritchie,  corps  of  artillery. 

Captain  Hull,  9th  infantry. 

Captain  Kinney,  25th  infantry. 

Captain  Goodrich,  11th  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  Bigelow,  21st  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  Turner,  9th  infantry. 

2d  lieutenant  Butghard,  9th  infantry. 

Ensign  Hunter,  25th  infantry. 

Caprain  Hooper,  New  York  volunteers. 

Adjutant  Poe,  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 

*  

Officers  wounded. 

Major-general  Brown,  severely  wounded  through  the  thi^ 
and  in  the  side. 

Captain  Spencer,  aid  to  the  major-general,  through  the  bo- 
dy, supposed  to  be  mortal. 

Artillery— Captain  Biddle,  slightly,  shot  wounds  in  the 
neck  and  arm. 

2d  lieutenant  Campbell,  bacfly  through  the  leg, 

2d  lieutenant  Schmuck,  severely. 

First  brigade. 

Brigadier-general  Scott,  severely,  shoulder  fractured  aiul 
wound  in  the  side. 

Lieutenant' J.  D.  Smith,  6th  infantry,  brigade-major,  badly 
through  the  leg. 

Lieutenant  Worth,  23d  infantry,  aid-de-carap,  severely, 
grape-shot  in  the  thigh. 

9th  infantry'— -major  Levenworth,  slightly,  contusion  in 
the  side. 

Captain  W.  X*.  Foster,  slightly,  in  the  shoulder. 
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Lieutenant  and  paymaster  Fowle,  slightly,  shot  in  the  foot. 

Lieutenant  and  quarter-master  Browning,  slightly  shot  in 
the  face. 

2d  lieutenant  Fisher,  severely,  shot  in  the  head  and  wrist. 

3d  lieutenant  Cushman,  slightly,  in  the  thigh  and  shoulder. 

Ensign  G.  Jacobs,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the  knee. 

Ensign  J.  P.  Jacobs,  slightly  in  the  shoulder. 

Ensign  Blake,  slightly,  in  the  knee. 

11th  infantry — Major  .M'Neil,  severely,  canister  shot  in 
the  thigh. 

Captain  Bliss,  badly,  shot  in  the  leg. 

1st  lieutenant  Hale,  slightly,  shot  in  the  thigh. 

2d  lieutenant  Cooper,  slightly,  contusion  in  the  breast.. 

3d  lieutenant  Stephenson,  slightly  in  the  thigh. 

Ensign  Bedford,  slightly,  hurt  in  the  abdomen  by  a  splinter. 

Ensign  Thompson,  (26th,  doing  duty  in  the  11th)  severely, 
shot  wound  in  the  side. 

22d  infantry — colonel  Brady,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the 
side  and  hip. 

Captain  Pentland,  severely  wounded,  and  a  prisoner. 

Captain  Foulk,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the  side. 

Ist  lieutenant  Culberston,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the  leg. 

1st  lieutenant  Ferguson,  severely,  shot  in  the  hand  from  a 
canister. 

2d  lieutenant  Armstrong,  dangerously,  shot  wound  in  the 
shoulder. 

3d  lieutenant  Bean ,  slightly,  shot  in  the  foot. 

25th  infantry — major  Jessup,  severely,  shot  wounds  in  the 
hand  and  shoulder. 

Lieutenant  and  adjutant  Shayler,  severely,  shot  wounds  in 
the  arm  and  side. 

Lieutenant  and  quarter-master  M'Glassi,  badly,  shot 
wounds  in  the  shoulder. 

3d  lieutenant  GiafTord,  severely,  shot  wounds  in  the  hip. 

Second  Brigade, 

1st  infantry— -1st  lieutenant  Vasquez,  slightly,  shot  in  the 
thigh,  and  bayonet  in  the  leg. 

1st  lieutenant  Bissel,  slightly,  in  the  leg. 

21st  infantry — captain  Burbank,  severely,  shoulder  frac- 
tured. 

1st  lieutenant  Cilley,  severely,  thigh  fractured. 

2d  lieutenant  Fisk  (of  the  19th  attached),  slightly,  in  the 
breast. 
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Ensign  Jones,  slightly,  flesh-wound  in  the  wrist. 

Ensign  Camp,  (2cl  rifle  regiment,  serving  with  the  regi- 
ment attached)  flesh-wound  in  tht-  ancle. 

Ensign  Thomas,  slightly,  contusion  in  the  hack. 

23d  infantrj- — captain  Odell,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the 
arm. 

1st  lieutenant  H.  Whiting,  severely,  in  the  neck. 

2d  lieutenant  Ingersol,  slightly,  in  the  foot. 

2d  lieutenant  Tappan,  slightly,  in  the  head. 

3d  lieutenant  Aheal,  slightly,  in  the  leg. 

3d  lieutenant  Deitereich,  slightly,  in  the  arm. 

3d  lieutenant  Lamb,  severely,  in  the  leg. 

Brigadier 'general  Porter's  command, 

New-York  volunteers — lieutenant-colonel  Dobbin,  slightly, 
shot  in  the  breast. 

Lieutenant  t)''Fling,  slightly,  spent  common  shot  in  the 
shoulder. 

Pennsylvania  volunteers — major  Wood,  severely,  musket- 
shots  in  the  arm  and  foot,  and  bruised  by  his  horse  being  shot 
and  falling  on  him. 

Quarter-master  Maclay,  severely,  musket-shots  in  the  head 
and  twice  through  the  leg. 

Lieutenant  Dick,  severely,  shot  in  the  hand. 

Brigadier-general  Porter  was  slightly  wounded,  but  de- 
clined being  reported. 

Officers  missing, 

1st  lieutenant  Perr)'  9th  infantry — a  prisoner. 

3d  lieutenant  Webster,  11th  infantrj-,  severely  shot  in  the 
head,  and  taken  prisoner. 

Lieutenants  Sturgis,  Keps  and  Davidson,  22d  infantry,  sup- 
posed to  be  killed. 

Volunteers,  brigade-major  Stanton  of  New  York,  taken 
prisoner. 

Captain  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  taken  prisoner. 

Lieutenant  Hunt,  of  New  York,  supposed  to  be  killed. 

Inspector-GeneraPs  office^  Head-Barters^ 
lef  division ^  Fort  Erie^  August  1,  1814. 
Return  of  the  prison«rrs  of  the  enem),  taken  in  the  action 
of  the  25th  ultimo,  ibught  at  the  Niagara  Falls,  between  the 
left  division  of  the  United  States  army  commainded  by  ma- 
jor-general Brown,  and  the  English  forces,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant-general  Dnuumond. 


I 


v-' 
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Prisoners — 1  major-general — 1  aid-de-camp — 1  captain 
and  2  subalterns  of  the  103d  regiment — 1  captain  89th  re- 
giment— 1  captain  provincial  dragoons — 2  captains  and  2 
subalterns  of  incorporated  militia — 1  captain  of  militia — 1 
lieutenant  of  royal  engineers — 3  subalterns  of  Royal  Scots — 
1  subaltern  Glengary  corps — quarter-master  of  8th  or  king's 
regiment — quarter-master  of  41st  regiment — and  150  rank 
and  file.  . 


Recapitidatioiu 
1  major-general. 

1  aid  to  lieutenant-general  Drummond. 
6  captains. 
11  subalterns. 
150  rank  and  file. 


Aggreg.  169 

Major-general  Riall  severely  wounded  in  the  arm. 

AZ.  OHNE, 
Assistant  inspector-general. 
Major-general  Brown. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant-General* s  office^ 
Head'^iarters^  Montreal^  4t/i  August, 

The  commander  of  the  forces  has  the  highest  satisfaction 
in  promulgating  to  the  troops  the  district  general  order^  is- 
sued by  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  after  the  action  which 
took  place  on  the  25th  of  last  month,  near  the  falls  of  Nia- 
gara. His  excellency  is  desirous  of  adding  to  the  meed  of 
praise  so  deservedly  bestowed  by  the  lieutenant-general,  on 
the  troops,  regulars  and  militia,  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  share  in  this  brilliant  achievement,  the  deep  sense  he  en- 
tertains of  their  services,  and  of  the  distinguished  skill  and 
energetic  exertions  of  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  in  the 
measures  which  have  terminated  in  repelling  the  invaders 
from  his  majesty's  territories. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  unites  with  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Drummond,  in  sincerely  lamenting  the  great  loss  which 
the  service  has  sustained  by  the  severe  wound  received  by 
major-general  Riall,  and  his  subsequent  untoward  capture. 
It  will  be  a  most  pleasing  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commander 
of  the  forces  to  bring  the  meritorious  services  of  the  right 

VOL.  IV.  [I] 
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division  of  the  army  of  the  Canadas,  before  the  graci#Us 
consideration  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent. 
(Signed)  ED  WD.  BAYNES, 

Adjutant-general  N.  Am 

DISTRICT  GENERAL  ORDER. 

Head^iarters,  Falls  of  Niagara,  26th  July^  1814. 

Lieutenant-gt-ntrral  Drummond  offers    his    sincerest  and 
warmest  thanks  to  the  troops  and  militia  engaged  yesterday* 
for  their  exemplary  steadiness,  gallantry,  and  discipline  in  re- 
pulsing all  the  efforts  of  a  numerous  and  determined  enemy 
to  carry  the  position  of  Lundy's  Lane,  near  the  Falls  of  Nia- 
gara; their  exertions  have  been  crowned  with  complete  suc- 
cess, by  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  his  retreat  to  the  posii* 
tion  of  Chippewa,  with  the  loss  of  two  of  his  guns,  and  an 
immense  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  several  hundred 
prisoners.  When  all  have  behaved  nobly,  it  is  unnecessaiy  to 
hold  up  particular  instances  of  merit  in  corps  or  individuals. 
The  lieutenant-general  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  ^ex- 
pressing in  the  strongest  manner  his  admiration  of  the  gal- 
lantry and  steadiness  of  the  89th  regiment  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Morrison,  and  major  Clifford,  who  ably  and  gallandy 
supplied  the  lieutenant-coloners  place  after  he  was  wounded; 
41st  light  company  under  captain  Glew,  and  detachment  of 
the  8th,  or  king's  regiment,  under  captain  Campbell;  and 
royals  acting  with  them;  also  a  party  of  incorporated  militia^ 
by  whom  the  brunt  of  the  action  was  for  a  considerable  tim& 
sustained,  and  whose  loss  has  been  very  severe.  To  the  ad* 
vance  under  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson,   consisting  of  the 
Glengary  light  infantry,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Battersby; 
a  small  party  of  the  104th,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Drum- 
mond; the  incorporated  militia  under  lieutenant-colonel  Ro- 
binson, and  detachments  from  the  first,  second,  fourth,  and 
fifth  Lincoln  militia,  and  second  York,  under  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Pary,  103d,  the  lieutenant-general  offers  his  w^umcst 
thanks  They  are  also  due  to  the  troops  which  arrived  under 
colonel  Scott,  during  the  action,  viz.  the  First,  or  Royal  Scots, 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Gordon,  8th  or  king's,  under  major 
Evans;  103d  regiment  under  colonel  Scott,  flank  company 
104th,  with  the  Norfolk,  Oxford,  Kent,  and  Essex  rangers, 
and  Middlesex,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton. 

The  admirable  steadiness  and  good  conduct  of  the  19th 
light  dragoons  under  major  Lisle,  and  of  the  detachment  of 
royal  artillery  under  captain  Maclachlan,  are  entitled  to  par- 
ticolar  praise;  the  latter  officer  having  been  badly  wounded, 
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the  command  of  the  artillery  devolved  to  captain  Mackono- 
chie,  with  whose  gallantry  and  exertions  lieutenant-general 
Drummond  was  highly  pleased.  Serjeant  Austin,  who  di- 
rected the  fire  of  the  congreve  rockets,  deserves  veiy  great 
credit.— To  the  officers  of  the  general  and  of  his  personal 
staff,  to  captain  Holland,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Ri- 
all,  lieutenant-general  Drummond  feels  himself  greatly  ia- 
debted  for  the  assistance  they  afforded  him. 

He  has  to  lament  being  deprived  (by  a  wound  early  in  the- 
action)  qf  the  services  of  major-general  Riall,  who  was 
most  unfortunately  made  prisoner,  while  returning  from  tho 
field,  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  had  a  momen- 
tary possession  of  the  road.  Lieutenant-general  Drummond 
has  also  to  regret  the  wounds  which  have  deprived  the  corps 
of  the  services  of  lieutenant-colonel  Morrison,  80th  regi- 
ment, and  lieutenant-colonel  Robertson,  of  the  incorporated 
militia.  In  the  fall  of  lieutenant  Moorsom,  of.  tlie  104th  re- 
giment, serving  as  deputy  a^isistant  adjutant- general,  the  ser- 
vice has  lost  a  gallant,  intelligent,  and  meritorious  young 
officer. 

The  lieutenant-general  and  president  has  great  pleasure  in 
dismissing  to  their  homes  the  whole  of  th^-  sedentary  mili- 
tia, who  have  so  handsomely  come  forward  on  the  occasion, 
confident  that  on  any  future  emergency  their  lovalty  will  be 
again  equally  conspicuous.  He  will  perform  a  grateful  duty 
in  representing  to  his  majesty's  government,  the  zeal,  brave- 
ry, and  alacrity  with  which  the  militia  have  co-operated  with 
hi8  majesty's  troops. 

(Signed)  J.  HARVEY, 

Lieutenant-colonel  and  deputy  adjutant  general* 

VAXES  OF  OFFIC£RS  KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  MISSING* 

Officers  killed. 

General  staff — ^lieutenant  Moorsom,  104th  regiment,  de** 
^nty  assistant  adjutant-general. 

1st,  or  Royal  Scots — lieutenant  Hemphill. 

89th  regiment,  second  battalion— captain  Spunner  and  liea« 
tenant  Lathum. 

Incorporated  militia— *ensign  Campbell. 

Officers  wounded. 
General staflF— lieutenant-general  Drummond,  severely, not 
dangerously;  major-general  Riall,  do.  and  prisoner;  Ueute* 
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nant-colonel  Pearson,   slightly;  lieutenant  Le   Breton,  se- 
verely. 

Royal  artillery — captain  Maclachlan,  dangerously. 

1st,  or  Royal  Scots — captain  Brereton,  slightly;  lieutenair^ 
Haswell,  severely,  not  dangerously;  lieutenant  D.  Fraser,  (3^ 
do.  missing. 

1st  battalion  8th,  or  king's — ^lieutenant  Noel  and  ensi 
Swayne,  slightly;  ensign  M'Donald,  severely. 

89th  regiment — ^lieutenant-colonel  Morrison,  lieutenar*  "  tj 
Sanderson,  Steel,  Pierce,  Taylor,  Lloyd,  and  Mileg^scvereX —  v, 
not  dangerously;  lieutenant  Redman,  and  adjutant  Hopp^  r, 
slightly;  lieutenant  (jrey  and  ensign  Sanders,  dangerously^ «    ^ 

103d  regiment — ^lieutenant  Langhorne,  slightly. 

Glengary  light  infantry — lieutenant  R.  Kerr,  slightly. 

Incorporated  militia — ^lieutenant-colonel  Robinson,  dsi.'^^B)* 
gerously;  captain  Fraser,  severely;  captain  Washburn,  sligti^  t- 
ly;  captain  M'Donald,  severely,  left  arm  amputated;  liea'C 
nant  M'Dougall,  mortally;  lieutenant  Ratan  and  ensign  M*I> 
nald,  severely;  lieutenant  Hamilton,  slightly. 

Second  Lincoln  militia — adjutant  Thompson,  slightly. 

Founh  do.  do. — captain  H.  Nellis  and  ensign  Ke] 
nedy,  slightly. 

Filth        do.         do. — major  Hatt,  severely. 

Second  York  militia — major  Simons,  severely;  captain 
M'Kay,  slightly;  captain  Rockman,  lieutenants  Orrfield  and 
Smith,  severely. 

Officers  missing* 

Royal  engineers — lieutenant  Yale. 

1st,  or  Royal  Scots — lieutenants  Clyne  and  Lamont,  sup- 
posed to  be  prisoners. 

8ih,  or  king^s  regiment — quarter-master  Kirman. 

4th  Lincoln  militia — captain  H.  Nellis  and  quarter-master 
Bell. 

Officers  prisoners. 
General  staff — captain  Loring,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Drum- 
mond. 

89th  regiment, — captain  Gore, 

103d  regiment — captain  Brown;  lieutenant  Montgomery) 
and  wounded;  ensign  Lynai. 

Glengary  light  infantry — ensign  Robin. 

Incorporated  militia — ca()tain  Mac  Lean,  ensign  Wharf, 
and  quarter-master  Thompson. 

Provincial  light  dragoons — captain  Merritt. 
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Total'-^including  officers* 

Killed,  ....  84 

Wounded               -             -              -  559 

Missing,  -              -             -             -  193 

Prisoners,              -             -             -  41 

Grand  total,       -         -       878  . 
consequence  of  the  grtut  use  made  by  the  enemy  of 
-shot,  many  of  the  wounds  have  proved  slight, 
igncd)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

AdjutanUgenerah 


ATTiLCK  UPON  BUFFiLLO. 

'acts  of  letters  from  Brigadier-General  GaineSy  to  the  Se- 
etary  of  War ^  dated  Head-Quarters^  Fort  Erie^  Upper  Ca- 
uioj  August  7y  1814. 

[  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  fourth  instant,  and  assumed 
:ommand — the  army  is  in  good  spirits,  and  more  healthy 

I  could  have  expected. 

rhe  British  army  under  lieutenant-general  Drummond 
rongly  posted  opposite  to  Black  Rock,  two  miles  east  of 
fortj  a  skirt  of  thick  wood  separates  us. 
!  yesterday  endeavoured  to  draw  him  out,  to  see  him  anc} 
lis  strength — for  this  purpose  I  sent  the  rifle  corps  through 
intervening  woods  with  orders  to  amuse  the  enemy's  light 
ps,  until  his  strong  c6lumns  should  get  in  motion,  and 

to  retire  slowly  to  the  plain  on  this  side  the  woods,  where 
d  a  strong  line  posted  in  readiness  to  receive  the  enemy; 
riflemen  met  and  drove  the  enemy's  light  troops  into  their 
I,  where  they  remained,  althffljj^h  the  riflemen  kept  the 
ds  near  two  hours,  and  until  they  were  ordered  in.  They 
rned  without  being  able  to  draw  any  part  of  the  enemy's 
B  after  them. 

Major  Morgan  reports  that  his  oflicers  and  men  acted 
.  their  usual  gallantry.  The  enemy  left  1 1  dead  and  three 
>ners  in  our  hands,  and  I  am  informed  by  two  persons 
from  the  British  camp,  that  their  loss  was  much  more 
iderahle — ^among  their  killed  were  five  Indians.  We  lost 
killed  and  some  three  or  four  wounded. 
General  Drummond's  force,  from  the  best  infortnation 
ire  able  to  collect  from  deBerters  and  others,  amounts  to 
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upwards  of  4O00,  principally  regulars;  De  Watteville's  regi- 
meni  has  joimd  since  the  batde  of  the  25th  ultimo,  together 
with  two  or  three  companies  of  the  Glengary  corps — making 
a  total  joined  since  the  25th,  of  about  1200.'' 

''August  11,  1814,  9  P.  Af. 
"  The  enemy's  position  remains  unchanged;  ihey  have  con- 
structed two  batteries  with  two  embrasures  each,  and  have 
erected  a  wooden  brc-astwork  1200  in  1400  yards  in  our  rea.T. 
In  examining  their  works  yesterday,  captain  Birdsel,  of    tlic 
fourth  rifle  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  the  first  and  1^'* 
companv,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  160  men,  beat  in  tw^o    cf 
their  strong  pickets  with  a  loss  on  their  part  of  ten  killed— 
captain  Birdsel  had  one  killed  and  three  wounded. 

"General  Drummond  was  much  disappointed  and  chagrin^cl 
at  the  failure  of  the  enterprise  of  the  third  instant,  against 
Buffalo — our  riflemen  having  opposed  and  beaten  them.  Co- 
lonel Tucker,  it  seems,  has  been  publicly  reprimanded  in  gf^- 
neral  orders." 

Report  of  Major  Morgan* 

Sir,  Fort  Erie^  August  5,  1814. 

Having  been  stationed  with  the  first  battalion  of  the  fir'^J 
regiment  of  riflemen  at  Black  Rock,  on  the  second  instant,     _ 
observed  the  British  army  moving  up  the  river  on  the  oppi 
site  shore,  and  suspected  they  might  make  a  feint  on  Fo: 
Erie,  with  an  intention  of  a  real  attack  on  the  Buffalo  sidi 
I  immediately  moved  and  took  a  position  on  the  upper  8i(C-^^ 
of  Conjocta  creek,  and  that  night  threw  up  a  battery  of  som 
logs,  which  I  found  on  the  ground,  and  had  the  bridge  toi 
away. 

About  2  o'clock  the  next  morning,  my  pickets  from  beIo\^  r 
gave  me  information  ofji^he  landing  of  nine  boats  full  o^^ 
troops,  half  a  mile  below.  I  immediately  got  my  men  (24C-^ 
in  number)  to  their  quarters,  and  patiently  waited  their  a] 
proach.  At  a  quarter  past  four  they  advanced  upon  us,  an< 
commenced  the  attack;  sending  a  party  before  to  repair  th^ 
bridge,  under  the  cover  of  their  fire.  When  they  had  got  at 
good  rifle  distance,  I  opt  ned  a  heavy  fire  on  them,  which  laid- 
a  number  of  them  on  the  ground,  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire. Thev  then  formed  in  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  and  kept 
up  the  fight  at  long  shot,  continually  reinforcing  from  the  Ca-  ^ 
nada  shore,  until  they  had  23  boat  loads,  and  then  attempted 
to  flank  US|  by  sending  a  large  body  up  the  creek,  to  ford  iti 
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ben  I  detached  lieutenants  Kyan,  Smith,  and  Armstrong, 
ith  about  60  men,  to  oppose  their  left  wing,  where  they  were 
■ain  repulsed  with  considerable  loss — after  which  thev  ap- 
ared  disposed  to  give  up  their  object,  and  retreated  by 
rowing  six  boat  loads  of  troops  on  Squaw  Island,  which 
iiladed  the  creek,  and  prevented  me  from  harrassing  their 
an  Their  superior  numbers  enabled  them  to  take  their 
lied  and  wounded  off  the  field,  which  we  plainh*  saw,  and 
iscrved  they  suffered  severely.  We  found  some  of  their 
;ad  thrown  into  the  river,  and  covered  with  logs  and  stones, 
id  some  on  the  field.  We  also  collected  a  number  of  mus« 
:ts  and  accoutrements,  with  clothing  that  appeared  to  have 
sen  torn  to  bind  their  wounds.  We  took  six  prisoners,  who 
ated  the  British  force  opposed  to  us,  to  consist  of  from  12 
I  1500  men,  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Tucker,  of 
ic  41st  regiment.  They  also  state  that  their  object  was  to 
:-capture  general  Kiall,  with  the  other  British  prisoners, 
id  destroy  the  public  stores  deposited  at  Buffalo,  The  ac- 
Dp  continued  about  two  hours  and  a  half.  I  am  happy  to 
ate  they  were  completely  foiled  in  their  attempts.  Our  loss 

trifling  compared  with  theirs — we  had  two  killed  and  eight 
ounded.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  vou  that  captain  Hamilton, 
eutenants  Wads  worth  and  M'Intosh,  are  among  the  latter. 
heir  gallantry  in  exposing  themselves  to  encourage  their 
len,  I  think  entitles  them  to  the  notice  of  their  country.  My 
hole  command  behaved  in  a  manner  that  merited  my  warm- 
It  approbation;  and,  injustice  to  them,  I  cannot  avoid  men- 
oning  the  names  of  the  officers,  which  are  as  follows: — cap- 
in  Hamilton, lieutenants  Wadsworth,  Ryan,  Calhoun,  IVT'In- 
ish,  Arnold,  Shortridge,  M'Farland,  Tipton,  Armstrong, 
mith,  Cobbs,  Davidson,  and  Austin,  with  ensign  Page, 

If,  sir,  you  believe  we  have  done  our  duty,  we  shall  feel 
ighly  gratified. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

L.  MORGAN, 
Major ^  first  rifle  regiment* 
ftgor-general  Brown. 

Recapitulation  of  our  killed  and  wounded* 

Capt,         Sub,         Rank  and  filct 
Wounded,  12  5 

KiUed,  2 

12  7 

Aggregate  10 
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AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  STORMING  OP 

FORT  ERIE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Gaines  to  the  Secre- 

tarif  of  War^  dated  Head- Starters ^  Fort  Erte^  Upper  Ca^ 

nada^  August  15,  1814,  7  A.  M. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  heart  is  gladdened  with  gratitude  to  heaven  and  joy 
to  my  country,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you  that  the 
gallant  army  under  my  command  has  this  morning  beaten  the 
enemy  commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  after 
a  severe  conflict  of  near  three  hours,  commencing  at  two 
o*clock,  A.  M.  They  attacked  us  on  each  flank,  got  posses- 
sion of  the  salient  bastion  of  the  old  Fort  Erie,  which  was 
regained  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  with  a  dreadful  slaughter. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  prisoners  is  about  600—- 
near  SCX)  killed.  Our  loss  is  considerable,  but  I  think  not  one 
tenth  as  great  as  that  of  the  enemy.  I  will  not  detain  the  ex- 
press to  give  you  the  particulars.  I  am  preparing  my  force  to 
follow  up  the  blow. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Brigadier-general^  commanding* 
honourable  John  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War* 

Copies  of  letters  from  Brigadier-General  Gaines  to  the  Secret 

tary  of  Wary  dated  Head-Barters^  Fcrt  Erie^  Upper  Car 

nada^  August  2^^  1814. 
Sir, 

Loss  of  sleep  and  constant  exposure  to  the  weather  in  its 
various  changes,  gave  me  some  days  ago  a  violent  cold,  which 
has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  do  any  thing  more  than  the 
state  of  the  service  here  rendered  absolutely  indispensable* 
Hence  my  apology  for  delaying  until  this  day  my  report  of 
the  battle  of  the  15th  instant. 

General  Drummond  is  quietly  engaged  in  collecting  his 
reinforcements.  His  camp  appears  to  be  fortified.  I  attempted 
to  look  at  it  a  few  days  p.ast,  and  it  cost  me  a  fine  young  of- 
ficer, lieutenant  Yates  of  the  fourth  rifle  regiment,  killed,  and 
lieutenant  Kearsley  of  that  excellent  corps,  with  lieutenant 
Childs  of  the  ninth,  wounded,  with  the  loss  of  some  two  or 
three  privates  killed,  and  five  or  six  wounded.  The  loss  of 
the  enemy  I  was  unable  lo  ascertain.  He  would  not  leave  his 
defences,  and  I  did  not  think  fit  to  leave  mine  at  all  exposed. 
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Several  deserters  say  that  the  sixth  and  82d  regiments  ar- 
rived last  night.  Their  colonel,  Scott,  is  dead;  about  20  de- 
serters from  the  De  Watteville  regiment,  and  some  few  from 
>ther  corps,  concur  in  the  report  that  the  loss  in  killed, 
ivounded,  and  missing,  on  the  15th,  was  upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  GAINES, 
Brigadier-general^  commanding. 
General  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War. 

Head-Barters s  left  wing^  second  division^ 
Sir,  Fort  Erie^  Upper  Canada^  August    ,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of 
the  department  of  war,  the  particulars  of  the  battle  fought  at 
this  place  on  the  loth  instant,  between  the  left  wing  of  the 
second  division  of  the  northern  army,  under  mv  command, 
and  the  British  forces  in  the  peninsula  of  Upper  Canadat 
commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  which  termi- 
nated in  a  signal  victory  in  favour  of  the  United  American 
arms. 

Our  position  on  the  margin  of  the  lake  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Niagara  river,  being  nearly  a  horizontal  plain,  12  or  15 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  possessing  few  natural 
advantages,  had  been  strengthened  in  front  by  temporary  pa- 
rapet breast-works,  entrenchments,  and  abattis,  with  two  bat- 
teries and  six  field-pieces.  The  small  unfinished  Fort  Erie, 
with  a  24, 18,  and  12-pounder,  forms  the  north-east,  and  the 
Douglass  battery,  with  an  18  and  6-pounder  near  the  edge  of 
the  lake,  the  south-east  angle  of  our  right. — The  left  is  de- 
fended by  a  redoubt  battery,  with  six  field-pieces,  just  thrown 
up  on  a  small  ridge.  Our  rear  was  left  open  to  the  lake,  bor- 
dered by  a  rocky  shore  of  easy  ascent.    The  battery  on  the 
left  was  defended  by  captain  Tow  son;  Fort  Erie  by  captain 
Williams,  with  major  Trimble's  command  of  the  19th  infan- 
tiy;  the  batteries  on  the  front  by  captains  Biddle  and  Fan- 
mng;  the  whole  of  the  artillery  commanded  by  major  Hind- 
man.  Parts  of  the  1 1th,  9th,  and  22d  infantry  (of  the  late  ve- 
teran brigade  of  major-general  Scott),  were  posted  on  the 
right  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Aspinwall. 
General  Ripley's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  21stand  23d,  de- 
fended the  left;  general  Porter's  brigade  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  with  our  distinguished  riflemen,  oc- 
cupied the  centre. 

vdi.  rv.  [K] 
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I  have  heretofore  omitted  stating  to  you,  that  during  the 
13th  and  14th,  the  en.  my  had  kept  up  a  hrisk  cannonade, 
which  was  sharply  returned  from  our  hattc^ries,  without  any 
considerable  loss  on  our  part.  At  6  P.  M.  cme  of  their  shells 
lodgfd  in  a  small  magnzint-  in  Fort  Erie,  which  was  fortu- 
nately almost  empty.  It  hhw  up  with  an  explosion  more  aw- 
ful in  appearance  than  injurious  in  its  t  ffVcts,  as  it  did  not 
disable  a  man  or  derange  a  gun.  It  occasioned  but  a  momen- 
tan  cessation  of  the  thunders  of  the  artillery  on  both  sides; 
it  was  followed  bv  a  loud  and  io\ous  shout  bv  the  British  ar- 
my,  which  was  insr:nul»  rt^turned  on  our  part,  and  captain 
Williams,  amidst  iht-  smoke  of  the  explosion,  renewed  the  con- 
test by  an  animated  roar  of  his  heavy  cannon. 

From  the  supposed  loss  of  our  ammunition,  and  the  con- 
sequent depression  such  an  event  was  likely  to  produce  upon 
the  minds  of  our  men,  I  felt  persuaded  that  this  explosion 
would  lead  the  enemy  to  assault,  and  made  my  arrangements 
accordingly.  The  annexed  paper.  No.  1,  is  a  copy  of  lieu- 
tenant-general Drummond's  order  and  plan  of  attack. 

The  night  was  dark  and  the  early  part  of  it  raining,  but  the 
faithful  sentinel  slept  not — one -third  of  the  troops  were  up 
at  their  posts.  At  half  past  two  o'clock  the  right  column  of 
the  enemy  approached,  and  though  enveloped  in  darkness 
black  as  his  designs  and  principlesf,  was  distinctly  heard  on 
our  left,  and  promptly  marked  by  our  musketry  under  ma- 
jor Wood,  and  cannon  under  captain  Towson.  Being  mounted 
at  the  moment,  I  repaired  to  the  point  of  attack,  where  the 
sheet  of  fire  rolling  from  Towson's  battery,  and  the  mus- 
ketry of  the  leftwingof  the  25th  infantry  under  major  Wood, 
enabled  me  to  see  the  eneni\'s  column  of  about  iSOOmen ap- 
proaching on  that  point;  his  advance  was  not  checked  until 
it  had  approached  within  ten  feet  of  our  infantry.  A  line  of 
loose  brush  representing  an  abattis  only  intervened;  a  column 
of  the  enemy  attempted  to  pass  round  the  abattis  through  the 
water  where  it  was  nearly  breast  deep.  Apprehending  that 
this  point  would  be  carried,  I  ordered  a  detachment  of  rifle- 
men and  infantry  to  its  support,  but  having  met  with  the  gal- 
lant commander  major  Wood,  was  assured  by  him  that  he 
could  defend  his  position  without  reinforcements.  At  this 
moment  the  enemy  wc.  re  repulsed,  but  instantly  renewed  the 
charge,  and  were  again  repulsed.  M}  attention  was  now  call- 
ed to  the  right,  where  our  batteries  and  lines  were  soonlight- 

•\  1  several  times  heard,  and  many  of  our  officers  heard,  orders  given 
''to  give  the  dumned  Yankee  rascals  no  quai'ter  " 
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«d  by  a  most  brilliant  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry;  it  an- 
nounced the  appr  ach  of  the  ^  entre  and  left  columns  of  the 
enemy,  under  colonels  Drummond  nnd  Scott;  the  latter  was 
received  by  the  veteran  ninth,  undtr  the  command  of  captain 
Foster,  and  captains  Boughton  and  Harding's  companies  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  aided  bv  a  six-pound- 
cr  judiciously  posted  b\  major  M'Kee,  chief  engineer,  who 
was  most  active  and  useful  at  this  point — ^they  were  repulsed. 
That  of  the  centre,  led  by  colonel  Drummond,  was  notlonr 
kept  in  check;  it  approached  at  once  ever\'  assailable  point  of 
the  fort,  and  with  scaling  ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  but 
was  repulsed  with  dreadful  carnage.  The  assault  was  twice 
repeated,  and  as  often  checked,  but  the  enemy  having  moved 
round  in  the  ditch,  covered  by  darkness  addr'd  to  the  h/avy 
cloud ofsmoke  which  had  rolled  from  ourcannon  and  musketry, 
enveloping  surrounding  objects,  repeattd  the  charge,  re-as« 
cended  the  ladders;  their  pikes,  bayonets,  and  spears  Ml  up- 
on our  gallant  anillerisis.  The  gallant  spirits  of  onr  favourite 
captain  Williams  and  lieutenants  M^Donough  andWatmough, 
with  their  brave  men,  were  overcome.  The  two  Tormer  and 
several  of  their  men  received  deadly  wounds.  Ou*-  bastion 
was  lost.  Lieutenant  M'Donough  being  severt^ly  wounded,  de- 
manded quarter.  It  was  refused  by  colonel  Drummond.  The 
lieutenant  then  seized  a  handspike,  and  nobly  defended  him- 
self until  he  was  shot  down  with  a  pistol  by  the  monster  who 
had  refused  him  quarter,  who  often  reiterated  the  order — * 
"give  the  damned  Yankees  no  quarter."  This  officer,  whose 
bravery,  if  it  had  been  seasoned  with  virtue,  would  have  en* 
titled  him  to  the  admiration  of  everv  soldier — this  hardened 
murderer  soon  met  his  fate.  He  was  shot  through  the  breast 
by  of  the  regiment,  while  repeating  the 

order  to  "  give  no  quarter.'' 

The  battle  now  raged  with  increased  fury  on  the  right,  but 
on  the  left  the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  put  to  flight.  Thence 
and  from  the  centre  I  ordered  reinforcements.  They  were 
promptly  sent  by  brigadier-general  Kipley,  and  brigadier-ge. 
neral  Porter.  Captain  F  nning,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  kept 
|lp  a  spirited  and  destructive  fire  with  his  field-pieces  on  the 
enemy  attempting  to  approach  the  fort.  Major  Hindman's 
gallant  efforts,  aided  bv  major  I'rimiile,  having  failed  to 
drive  the  enemv  from  the  bastion  with  the  remaining  artil- 
lerists and  infantry  in  the  fort,  captain  Birdsall  of  fourth  ri- 
fle regiment,  with  a  detat  hment  of  riflemen,  gallanth  rushed 
in  through  the  gateway  to  their  assistance,  and  with  some  in- 
Cantry  charged  the  enemyj  but  was  repulsed^  and  the  captain 


^ 


ZiiJ  HISTORICAL  REGISTEU. 


severely  wounded.  A  detachment  from  the  11th,  19th,  and 
22d  infantry,  under  captain  Foster  of  the  11th,  were  intro- 
duced over  the  inteiior  bastion,  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
the  enemy.  iViajorHall,  assistant  inspector-general,  very  hand- 
somely tendered  his  services  to  lead  the  charge.  The  charge 
was  gallantly  made  bv  captain  Foster  and  major  Hall,  but 
owing  to  the  narrowness  qf  the  passage  up  to  the  bastion,  ad- 
mitting only  two  or  three  men  a-breast,  it  failed.  It  was  oft- 
en repeated,  and  as  often  checked.  The  enemy's  force  in  the 
bastion  was,  however,  much  cut  to  pieces  and  diminished  hj 
our  artillery  and  small  arms.  At  this  moment  every  opera- 
tion was  arrested  by  the  explosion  of  some  cartridges  depo- 
Gited  in  the  end  of  the  stone  building  adjoining  the  contested 
bastion.  The  explosion  was  tremendous — it  was  decisive:  the 
bastion  was  restored.  At  this  moment  captain  Biddle  was  or- 
dered to  have  a  field-piece  posted  so  as  to  enfilade  the  exte- 
rior plain  and  salient  glacis.  The  captain,  though  not  reco- 
vered from  a  severe  contusion  in  the  shoulder,  received  from 
one  of  the  enemy's  shells,  promptly  took  his  position,  and 
served  his  field-piece  with  vivacity  and  effect.  Captain  Fan- 
ning's  battery  likewise  played  upon  them  at  this  time  with 
great  effect.  The  enemy  were  in  a  few  moments  entirely  de- 
feated, taken,  or  put  to  flight,  leaving  on  the  field  221  killed, 
174  wounded,  and  186  prisoners,  including  14  officers  killed 
anJ  seven  wounded  and  prisoners.  A  large  portion  are  so  se- 
verely wounded,  that  they  cannot  survive;  the  slightly  wound- 
ed, it  is  presumed,  were  carried  off. 

lb  brigadier-general  Kipley  much  credit  is  due,  for  the 
judicious  disposition  of  the  left  wing  previous  to  the  action, 
and  for  the  steady  disciplined  courage  manifested  by  him  and 
his  immediate  command,  and  for  the  promptness  with  which 
he  complied  with  my  orders  for  reinforcement  during  the  ac- 
tion. Brigadier- general  Porter,  commanding  the  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  manifested  a  degree  of  vigi- 
lance and  judgment  in  his  preparatory-  arrangements,  as  well 
as  military  skill  and  courage  in  action,  which  proves  him  to 
be  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  his  country  and  the  brave  ^ 
volunteers  who  fought  under  him.  Of  the  volunteers,  cap-  i 
tains  Boughton  and  Harding,  with  their  detachments,  posted  *  ^ 
on  the  right  and  attached  to  the  line,  commanded  by  captain 
E.  Foster  of  the  veteran  ninth  infanti-y,  handsomely  contri- 
buted to  the  repulse  of  the  left  column  of  the  enemy  under 
colonel  Scott. 

The  judicious  preparations  and  steady  conduct  of  lieutc- 
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xiant-colonel  Aspinwall,  commanding  the  first  brigade,  merit 
a.pprobation* 

To  major  M*Kee,  chief  enjr'meer,  the  greatest  credit  is 

due  for  tht*  excellent  arrangement  and  skilful  execution   of 

liis  plans  for  fortifying  and  d'-fending  the  right,  and  for  his 

c^orrect  and  seasonal)le  suggestions  to  regain  the  bastion.  Ma- 

jor  Wood,  of  the  engineers,  also  greatly  contributed  to  the 

■previous  measures  of  defence.   He  had  accepted  the  com- 

inand  of  a  regiment  of  infantry  (the  21st),  for  which  he  has 

often  proved  himself  well  qualified,  but  never  so  conspicuously 

as  on  this  occasion. 

Towson's  battery  emitted  a  constant  sheet  of  fire.  Wood's 
small  arms  lighted  up  the  spare,  and  repulsed  five  terrible 
charges  made  between  the  battery  and  the  lake.  Brigadier- 
general  Ripley  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men 
engaged,  particularly  captains  Marston  and  Hopes;  lieute- 
nants Kiddle   (of  the  15th,  doing  duty  with  the  21st)  and 
Hall;  ensigns  Benn,  Jones,  C'«mmings,  and  Thomas  of  the 
2l8t,  and  Keally  and  Green  of  the  19th. 
^  Major  Hindman,  and  the  whole  of  the  artillery  under  the 
command  of  that  rxcellent  officer,  displayed  a  degree  of  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  not  to  be  surpassed.  The  particular 
situation  of  captain  Towson,  and  the  much-lamented  captain 
Williams  and  lieutenant  M'Donough,  md  that  of  lieutenant 
Watmough,  as  already  described,  with  their  respective  com- 
mands, rendered  ihem  most  conspicuous.  The  courage  and 
good  conduct  of  lieutcnam  Zanizinger  and  lieutenant  Chdes, 
is  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  major  Hindman  and 
captain  Towson,  as  also  that  of  serjeant-major  Denhon.  Cap- 
tains Biddle  and  Fanning,  on  the  centre  and  right  of  their 
entrenchments,  threw  their  shot  to  the  right,  left,  and  front, 
and  annoyed  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  the  enemy  ap- 
proaching from  the  woods.  Lieutenant  Fontaine,  in  his  zeal 
to  meet  the  enemy,  was  unfortunately  wounded  and  made 
prisoner.  Lieutenant  Bird  was  active  and  useful,  and  in  fact 
.  every  individual  of  the  corps  did  their  duty. 
*'*       The  detachment  of  Si  ott*s  gallant  brigade,  consisting  of 
^  parts  of  the  9th,  11th,  and  22d  infantry,  did  its  duty  in  a  man- 
*' Her  worthy  the  high  reputation  the  i^rigade  had  acquirtd  at 
Chippewa  and  at   the  falls  of  the  Ni  tgnra.  The  9th,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Edmund  Foster,  was  actively  en- 
gaged against  fhe  left  of  ihr  t  n<  m\ ,  and  with  .he  aid  of  lieu- 
tenant Douglass's  corps  of  bomb  '.rdiers,  commanding  -he  wa- 
ter battery,  and  of  that  of  the  volunteers,  under  captains  Bough- 
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ton  and  H'\rdinE;,  ^'fFfrterl  ^heir  repulse.  The  j^od  conduct 
of  lic'iirPTvints  Childs.  Cusliman,  and  Foot,  :<nd  ensign  Blake, 
deserves  com mindation. 

Tin  offit  rrs  killed  are  c  aptain  Willinms  and  lieutenant 
M*Donoiigh  of  the  artillerx ;  woundt  d,  lieutenant  Waimough 
of  the  artillery;  ensign  Cisn-i  t9th;  li'Utenant  Bushnell  21st; 
lieutenants  Brown  and  Bt-lknap  23d;  and  captain  Birdsall, 
4th  rifle  regim-  ni,  all  severely. 

Lieutenant  Fontaine  of  the  artillery',  who  was  taken  pri- 
soner, writes  from  the  British  camp,  that  he  fortunately  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who,  after  taking  his  mo- 
ney, treated  him  kindly.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  these  sa- 
vages had  not  joined  in  the  resolution  to  give  no  quarter. 

To  major  Jones,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  major  Hall, 
assistant  inspector-general;  captain  Harris,  of  the  dragoons, 
volunteer  aid-de-camp;  lieutenant  Belton,  aid-de-camp,  much 
credit  is  due  for  their  constant  vigilance  and  strict  attention 
to  every  duty  previous  to  the  action,  and  the  steady  courage, 
zeal,  and  activity  which  they  m.mifrsted  during  the  action. 

The  surgeons,  Drs.  F^'uller,  23d,  Troubridge,  2 1st,  with 
their  mates;  doctors  Gale,  of  the  23d,  and  Kveritt  and  Al- 
len, of  the  21st,  d^iserve  the  warmest  approbation,  for  their 
indefatigable  exertions  and  humane  attention  to  the  wound- 
ed of  our  army,  as  well  as  to  the  prisoners  who  fell  into  their 
hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  GAINES, 
Brigadier-General^  comma  ndingm 
Hon.  yohn  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War^  Washington. 

Report  of  the  killed^woimded^  and  prisoners  ^  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Erie^  Upper  Canada^  August  15,  1814. 
Killed,  left  on  the  field,  222 — wounded,  left  on  the  field, 
174— prisoners,  186 — grand  total  582. 

Two  hundred  supposed  to  be  killed  on  the  left  flaiik  near 
Snake  Hill  (in  the  water),  and  permitted  to  float  down  the 
Niagara.  The  number  on  the  right  flank  near  the  woods 
could  not  be  ascertained. 

Given  at  the  inspector-general's  office.  Fort  Erie,  Upper 
Canada. 

NATHANIEL  N.  HALL, 
Assistant  inspector-generaU 
Brigadier-general  £.  P.  Gaines^  &fc. 
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Official  report  of  the  killed^  wounded^  and  missings  of  the  left 
division  offhf  United  States  armtucommandtd  hii  brigadier- 
general  Gain tfiy  in  t  e  action  ',J  the  15th  Au^u-st^  1614, a^ 
Fort  Ericy  Upper  Canada* 

Adjutant-genet  aVs  Office^  Fort  Erie^  Aug*  lAfth^  1814. 

Corps  of  bombardiers. 
Killed,  1  private. 

ArTillenf* 
Killed,  1  captain,  1  subaltern,  2   privates— wounded  se- 
verely, 1  lieutenant,  3  privates — slightly,  6  privates— missing, 

1  lieutenant,  3  privates. 
•   • 

\st  brigade* 

9th  regiment-— slightly  wounded,  1  private. 

11th  regimt-nt — killed,  3  privates— woundrd  dangerously, 
1  Serjeant,  1  private — severely,  4  privates — slightly,  4  pri- 
vates-missing, 1  private. 

19th  regiment — killed,  5  privates— wounded  dangerously, 
1  subaltern — Sf  vrrely,  1  serjeant,  4  privates — slightly,  1  cor- 
poral, 8  privates*. 

22d  regiment — killed,  2  privates — wounded  severely,  5 
privates. 

2d  brigade* 

21st  regiment — killed,  2  privates — wounded  severely,  1 
subaltern,  3  privates — slightl}-,  3  privates— misaing,  3  pri- 
vates. 

23d  regiment — wounded  severely,  2  subalterns,  1  private— 
slighdy,  3  privates — missing,  2  privates. 

1st  and  4ft h  rifle  corps. 
Wounded  severely,  1  captain,  1  private — :nissing,  1  private. 

Grand  total — 1  captain,  1  subaltern,  15  privates,  killed. 
1  subaltern,  1  serjeant,  1  private,  dangerously  wounded. 
1  captain,  4  subalterns,  1  serjeant,  21  privates,  severely 
wounded. 

1  corporal,  25  privates,  slightly  wounded. 
' ^        1  lieutenant,  10  privates,  missing. 

Names  of  officers* 
Artillery — captain  Williams,  and  lieutenant  M'Donough, 
killed,  defending  the  bastion. 

*  This  regiment  was  stationed  in  the  fort. 
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Lieutenant  W  umough,  wounded  severely. 

Lieutenant  Fountain,  missing,  thrown  from  the  bastion. 

Infantry — 19th  regiment,  ensign  Cissua,  dangerously,  in. 
defence  of  the  fort. 

19th  regiment— lieutenant  Bushncll,  severely,  do. 

23d  regiment — lieutenant  Brown,         do.         do. 

Do,  lieutenant  Belknap,  do.  in  defending  the  picket  guard 
which  he  commanded. 

4th  rifle  regiment-captain  Birdsal,  accidentally  wounded, 
whilst  defendmg  the  fort,  by  one  of  his  own  soldiers. 

Report  of  the  killed  ajid  wounded  of  the  left  division  of  the 
United  States  armi/^  commanded  by  brigadier-general  Gaines^ 
during  the  cannonading  and  bombardmefit^  commencing  at 
sun-rise  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  insta?it^  and  continuing 
7vithout  intermission  till  8  d* clocks  P.  M.^  recommenced  on  the 
14th  at  day-light^  with  increased  warmth^  and  ending  one 
hour  before  the  commencement  of  the  action  at  Erie^  on  the 
morning  of  the  ISth. 

Adjutant-gcneraPs  office^  August  ISth^  1814* 

Corps  of  artillerif* 

Wounded  severely,  2  privates — slightly,  1  captain,  2  sub- 
altt  rns,  1  serjeant,  1  corporal,  3  privates. 

11th  regiment — wounded  severely,  2  Serjeants,  2  privates; 
slightly,  3  privates. 

19th  regiment — wounded  severely,  1  subaltern. 

21st  regiment — killed,  4  privates — wounded  severely,  3 
privates — slightly,  2  privates. 

22d  regiment — killed,  1  serjeant — wounded  severely,  2 
corporals,  2  privates — slightly,  3  privates. 

23d  regiment — killed,  1  private — wounded  severely,  1 
private. 

JRife  regimcfits^  1st  and  4th. 
Killed,  1  corporal,  2  privates — wounded  severely,  3  pri- 
vates— slightly,  1  private. 

Grand  total — 1  serjeant,  1  corporal,  7  privates,  killed* 

1  subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  14  privates,  severely 
wounded. 

1  captain,  2  subalterns,  1  serjeant,  1  corporal,  12  privates, 
slightly  wounded. 

Ofjlcers  wounded. 

Artillerj' — captain  Biddle,  lieutenant  Zantzingcr,  adjutant- 
lieutenant  Watroough. 
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Infantry — ^lieutenant  Patterson,  19th  regiment. 
Killed — George  Carryl,  25th  infantry,  orderly  to  general 
Gaines.  ROGER  JONES, 

Assistant  adjutant'general. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Gaines  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War^  dated  Head-Barters^  Erie,  Upper  Canada^ 
August  26,  1814. 
Sir, 

In  my  report  of  the  battle  of  the  15th  instant,  I  inadvert- 
ently omitted  the  names  of  captain  Chiinn  of  the  19th,  and 
lieutenants  Bowman  and  Larned  of  the  21st,  and  lieutenant 
Jewitt  of  the  11th  infantry,  as  also  my  brigade- major,  lieute- 
nant Gleason;  each  of  whom  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
action,  and  whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  notice. 
Lieutenants  Bowman  and  Larned  commanded  companies  in 
the  21st,  which  so  gallantly  beat  the  enemy's  right  column. 
Captain  Chunn,  with  his  company,  was  doing  duty  w*th  the 
same  regiment.  I  also  omitted  mentioning  that  part  of  this 
regiment  pursued  the  enemy's  right  upwards  of  a  mile,  and 
took  nearly  100  prisoners — ^his  left  was  likewise  pursued, 
and  more  than  an  hundred  prisoners  taken  beyond  our  works. 
These  fiu'ts  prove  that  the  affair  was  not  merely  a  defence  of 
our  position,  or  a  mere  repulse  of  the  enemy,  as  I  find  it 
called  by  some.  As  regards  myself,  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
result,  and  am  not  disposed  to  make  any  difficulty  about  the 
name  by  which  the  affair  may  be  called;  but  it  is  due  to  the 
brave  men  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  that  I  should  say, 
that  the  affair  was  to  the  enemy  a  sore  beating  and  a  defeat, 
and  it  was  to  us  a  handsome  victory. 

Our  position  is  growing  stronger  every  day  by  the  exer- 
tions of  majors  M4iea  and  Wood,  and  the  officers  and  men 
generally.  We  keep  up  a  smart  cannonade.  One  of  the  ene- 
my's pickets  yesterday  approached  nearer  to  ours  than  usual. 
Major  Brooks,  officer  of  the  day,  added  100  men  to  our  pick- 
et, attacked  and  drove  them  in  with  considerable  loss;  the  ma- 
{'or  brought  in  about  30  muskets.  In  this  affair,  however,  we 
lave  to  lament  the  loss  of  another  gallant  officer,  captain 
Watdes,  of  the  23d;  our  loss  was  otherwise  inconsidera- 
ble. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servants 

E.  P.  GAINES, 
Brigadier-general^  commanding. 
Hon,  John  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War, 
roL.  IV.    •  [LT 
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/Report  of  General  Ripley. 
Brigadier-general  Gaines — Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  reporting  to  you  the  course  of  opera- 
tions on  the  left  flank  of  the  camp,  during  the  action  of  the 
15th  instant. 

From  indications  satisfactory  to  me,  I  was  persuaded  very 
early  of  the  enemy's  design  of  attacking  us  in  our  position. 
Before  any  alarm,  I  caused  my  brigade  to  occupy  their  alarm- 
posts.  On  the  first  fire  of  the  picket,  captain  Towson  opened 
his  artillery  upon  them  from  Fort  Williams,  in  a  style  which 
does  him  infinite  credit;  it  was  continued  with  very  great 
effect  upon  the  enemy  during  the  whole  action. 

The  enemy  advanced  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  attempted 
to  enter  our  works  between  the  fort  and  water.  They  brpught 
ladders  for  the  purpose  of  scaling,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
their  troops  from  resorting  to  any  other  course  excepting  the 
bayonet,  had  caused  all  the  flints  to  be  taken  from  their 
muskets.  The  column  that  approached  in  this  direction  con- 
sisted of  and  amounting  in  number  to 
at  least  1500  men — and  according  to  the  representation  of 
prisoners  they  were  2000  strong.  The  companies  posted  at 
the  point  of  the  works  which  they  attempted  to  escalade, 
were  captain  Ross's,  captain  Marston's,  lieutenant  Bowman's, 
and  lieutenant  Larned's,  of  the  21st  regiment,  not  exceeding 
250  men,  under  command  of  major  Wood,  of  the  engineer 
corps.  On  the  enemy's  approach  they  opened  their  musketry 
upon  them  in  a  manner  the  most  powerful.  Fort  Williams 
and  this  little  band  emitted  one  broad  uninterrupted  sheet 
of  light — the  enemy  were  repulsed.  They  rallied,  came  on 
a  second  time  to  the  charge,  and  a  party  waded  round  our 
line  by  the  lake,  and  came  in  on  the  flank — but  a  reserve  of 
two  companies,  posted  in  the  commencement  of  the  action 
to  support  this  point,  marched  up  and  fired  upon  the  party—- 
they  were  all  killed  or  taken.  Five  times  in  this  manner  did 
the  enemy  advance  to  the  charge — five  times  were  their 
columns  beaten  back  in  the  utmost  confusion  by  a  force  one- 
sixih  of  their  numl)ers;  till  at  length,  finding  the  contest  una- 
vailing, they  retired.  At  this  point  we  made  147  prisoners. 

Duiing  the  contest  in  this  quarter,  the  lines  of  the  whole 
left  wing  were  perfectly  lini-d,  in  addition  to  the  reserves; 
and  I  found  myself  able  to  detach  three  companies  of  the 
23d  regiment  from  the  left,  to  reinforce  the  troops  at  Fort 
Erie,  viz.  captain  Wattles's,  lieutenant  Cantine*s,  and  lieu— 
tenant  Brown's  companies — and  one  of  the  ITth,  under  cap- 
tain Chunn.  They  were  in  the  fort  during  the  time  of  the 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS.  [83 

iosion,  and  their  conduct  is  highly  spoken  of  by  major 
•oke,  their  commanding  officer.  Indeed,  from  the  high 
e  to  which  that  regiment  has  been  brought  by  major 
okc,  I  am  convinced  that  no  troops  will  behave  better, 
n  submitting  to  your  view  the  conduct  of  the  troops  un- 
my  command  on  this  occasion,  I  find  every  thing  to  ap- 
id,  and  nothing  to  reprehend.  I'he  utmost  coolness  and 
Drdination  was  manifested  both  by  the  21st  and  23d  regi- 
its.  To  major  Wood  I  feel  particularly  indebted.  This 
;er's  merits  are  so  well  known,  that  approbation  can 
ccly  add  to  his  reputation.  Ke  has  the  merit,  with  hi& 
rtan  band,  in  connexion  with  captain  Towson's  artillery, 
cfeating  a  vaunting  foe  of  six  limes  his  force.  Major 
oke  did  every  thing  in  his  powerj  and  it  affords  me  plea- 
j  at  all  times  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command- 
to  this  amiable  and  accomplished  cflicer. 
'he  officers  commanding  companies  immediately  engaged, 
5  my  highest  commendations — ^J.heir  conduct  was  most 
cious  and  gallant.  I  cannot  refrain  from  advening  to  the 
iner  in  which  captain  Towson's  artillery  was  served—-! 
5  never  seen  it  equalled.  This  officer  has  so  often  distin- 
ihed  himself,  that  to  say  simply  that  he  is  in  action,  is  a 
ime  of  eulogium — the  army,  only  to  be  informed  he  is 
•e,  by  a  spontaneous  assent,  are  at  once  satisfied  that  he 
performed  well  his  part.  I  have  no  idea  that  there  is  an 
llery  officer  in  any  service  superior  to  him  in  the  know- 
je  and  performance  of  his  duty. 

*he  officers  I  have  mentioned  as  commanding  companies 
\e  21st  and  23d  regiments,  are  particularly  commended 
fieir  commanding  officers.  Captain  Marston,  a  most  va- 
le officer,  commanded  a  first  line  of  three  companies  Op- 
el to  the  enemy's  column.  Cnptaii?  Ropes  commanded 
companies  of  reserve.  Major  Wood  reports  in  the  high- 
crms  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  subalterns.  Lieutenant 
He  of  the  15th,  attached  to  the  21st,  and  Hall,  and  ensign 
i,  Jones,  Cumming,  and  Thomas  of  the  IQth;  as  being. 
smcly  active,  iind  performing  their  duties  v/ith  alacrity. 
he  manner  in  which  lieutenant  Belknap,  of  the  23d,  re- 
-  with  his  picket  guard  from  before  the  enemy's  column, 
:c8  my  particular  commendation.  Ke  gave  orders  to  fire 
2  times  as  he  was  retreating  to  camj),  himself  bringing 
^e  rear.  In  this  gallant  manner,  he  kept  the  light  advance 
«  enemy  in  check,  for  a  distance  of  two  or  three  hun- 
>  y^ds.  I  have  to  regret,  that  when  entering  our  lines 
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after  his  troops,  the  enemy  pushed  so  close  upon  him  that 
he  received  a  severe  wound  from  a  ba\  onet. 

Lieutenants  Bushnel  and  Cissney,  of  the  19th,  whilst  gal- 
lantly engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Eric,  were  both  se- 
verely, if  not  mortally  wounded.  Their  conduct  merits  the 
warmest  approbation. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  to  your  notice,  the  good  conduct 
of  my  staiF,  lieutenant  Kirby,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  my 
aid-de-camp,  and  lieutenant  Holding,  acting  brigade-major; 
their  activity  and  zt^al  was  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  close  this  long  report,  with  stating  to  you  in  the  highest 
terms  of  approbation,  the  skilfulness  exhibited  by  doctor 
Fuller,  surjki;ton  of  the  23d,  and  doctors  Trowbridge,  surgeon 
of  the  21st  infautry,  with  their  mates,  doctor  Gale,  of  the 
23d,  and  doctors  Everett  and  Allen,  of  the  21st,  their  active, 
humane,  and  judicious  treatment  of  the  wounded,  both  of  the 
enemy  and  of  our  own,  together  with  their  steady  and  con- 
stant attention  to  the  duties  of  their  station,  must  have  at- 
tracted your  personal  observation,  and  I  am  confident,  will 
receive  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

(Signed)  EL.  W.  RIPLEY, 

Bri.^^adier-^eneraly  cojnmanding^  2d  brigade* 
ForfErie^  Upper  Canada^  August  17 th^  1814. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant-gene raPs  office^  Fort  Erie^  September  2^,  1814. 

Major-general  Brown  resumes  the  command  of  the  troops 
on  the  Niagara  frontier. 

The  major-general  recurs  with  proud  satisfaction  to  the 
conduct  of  his  division,  since  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 
It  was  opened  in  the  defence  of  the  munitions  of  war  destin- 
ed for  the  navy,  which  v/ere  embarked  at  Oswego,  when  the 
enemy  was  in  force  on  the  lukc,  landed  at  Sandy  creek,  and 
transported  to  Sackett's  Harbour.  Oswego  displays  the  dis- 
cipline and  prowess  of  a  single  battalion  of  artillery,  led  by 
colonel  Mitchell;  and  Sandy  Creek. gives  name  to  the  gallant 
achievement  of  the  Istriflemen  under  lieutenant-colonel  Ap- 
pling. 

The  bravery  alone,  of  American  soldiers,  has  often  shown 
them  superior  to  their  British  adversaries;  but  on  the  plains 
of  Chippewa,  bravery  and  discipline  both  rise  pre-eminent,  ai\d 
triumph  over  the  enemy's  best  troops,  led  on  in  the  ablest 
manner.  There  the  brigade  of  major-general  Scott,  fought 
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British  veterans,  battalion  against  battalion,  and  the  smallest 
iiX  numbers  conquered.  Victory'  crowned  the  American  arms. 

At  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  our  brave  soldi^'rs  met  a  severer 
trial;  they  rose  superi  ~  to  the  test,  and  proved  their  intrepi- 
dity equal  to  any  exigence.  They  engaged  the  whole  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  again  conquered  a  larger  than  their  own. 
The  victory  was  ours;  the  trophies  of  victory  only  were  not 
accomplished.  The  enemy  had  relinquished  the  contest  and 
the  field  to  our  superiority. 

The  glorious  defeat  of  an  important  expedition  of  the  ene- 
my, on  our  own  shore,  is  again  accomplished  by  the  first  rifle 
regiment,  on  its  arrival  at  this  frontier,  under  the  late  distin- 
guished major  Morgan. 

Another  trial  was  left  for  the  brave  spirits  who  compose 
the  American  force  in  Canada.  An  endurance  of  fatigue  was 
shown  with  unexampled  cheerfulness,  on  the  works  around 
their  camp  at  Fort  Erie,  and  a  new  test  of  military  prowess 
was  called  for,  to  complete  the  glorious  character  of  the  divi- 
sion. They  were  called  to  receive  the  attack  of  heavy  columns 
of  the  enemy,  on  their  lines  of  entrenchment,  and  the  signal 
manner  in  which  they  acquitted  themselves,  as  well  as  the 
vigilance  of  their  brave  and  finished  commander  brigadier- 
general  Gaines,  is  established  by  the  brilliant  victory  acquired 
on  the  15th  of  August.  The  discomfiture  of  the  forces  under 
lieutenant-general  Drummond,  was  attended  with  a  disparity 
of  loss,  unexampled  in  the  record  of  battles. 

By  order  of  major-general  Brown. 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 
Adjutant-generaL 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Head-Barters^  Montreal^  August  25th^  1814. 

In  promulgating  to  the  troops  an  extract  from  a  district 
general  order  issued  by  lieutenant-general  Drummond  to  the 
right  division  of  this  army,  in  consequence  of  the  capture  of 
two  of  the  enemy^s  schooners,  co-operating  in  the  defence  of 
the  enemy's  position  at  Fort  Erie,  the  commander  of  the 
forces  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  it  presents,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  high  sense  he  entertains  of  the  valuable  services 
rendered  to  the  right  division  by  captain  Dobbs  of  the  roval 
navy,  and  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  vessels  placed  under 
command  for  that  purpose,  by  commodore  sir  James  Yeo. 

This  event,  so  ably  planned  and  so  gallantly  executed,  was 
followed  by  a  general  attack  of  the  enemy^s  forts  and  en- 
trcnchmentB. 
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Lieutenant-general  Drummond  reports,  that  the  spirit  with 
which  it  was  undertaken  enabled  our  troops  to  surniouQt 
every  obstacle.  Fort  Erie  and  the  entrenchments  were  en- 
tered, the  guns  turned  on  the  barrack  olock-house  (the  ene- 
my's last  refuge), when  unlortunatt-ly  a  most  violent  explo- 
sion occurred  on  the  batun :  i^-i  its  effect  dcstro>  ing  and 
disabling  many  a  valuuble  offictr  and  soldier,  and  caused  so 
considerable  a  consternation,  as  to  induce  the  remaining 
troops  to  abandon  the  works,  and  all  those  ad\  antages  which 
they  had  gained  by  their  determined  conduct,  and  precipi- 
tately to  retire  to  our  first  approaches. 

From  Other  causes  almost  inseparable  from  night  opera- 
tions, carried  on  in  a  close  and  difficult  country,  the  right 
column  failed  in  the  object  it  had  to  accomplish. 

With  deep  regret  the  commander  of  the  forces  records 
the  loss  his  majesty's  service  has  sustained  on  this  occasion. 

Return  of  killed^wounded^  and  missing  of  the  right  division^  in 
the  assault  of  Fort  Erie^  on  the  L5th  August^  1814. 

Killed — 1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  captain,  1  lieu- 
tenant, 1  Serjeant,  1  drummer,  51  rank  and  file. 

Wounded — 1  major,  9  captains,  1 1  lieutenants,  2  ensigns, 
1  master,  20  Serjeants,  3  drummers,  262  rank  and  file. 

Missing — 2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  1  adjutant, 
1  midshipman,  41  Serjeants,  3  drummers,  486  rank  and  file. 

Total — 1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  12  cap- 
tains, 15  lieutenants,  4  ensigns,  1  adjutant,  1  master,  1  mid- 
shipman, 62  Serjeants,  7  drummers,  799  rank  and  file- 
Officers  killed — 1st  or  Roval  Scots,  captain  Torrens;  8tli 
or  King's  regiment,  lieutenant  Noel;  103d  regiment,  colonel 
Scott;  104th  regiment,  lieutenant-colonel  Drummond. 

Officers  wounded — ^royal  navy,  captain  Dobbs  and  lieu- 
tenant Stevenson,  slightly;  Mr.  Harris,  master,  severely- 

1st  Royal  Scots,  captain  Rowan,  severely;  lieutenant 
Vaughan,  slightly. 

8th  or  King's,  lieutenant  Young,  slightly. 

41st  regiment,  flank  companies,  captains  Glew  and  Bullock, 
severely;  lieutenant  Hailes,  slightly;  ensign  Townshend,  se- 
verely. 

89th  regiment,  captain  Barney,  acting  assistant  engineer, 
severely. 

lOOth  regiment,  lieutenant  Murray,  wounded  and  prisoner; 
volunteer  Fraser,  severely. 

103d  regiment,  major  Smelt,  and  captain  Gardner,  severely; 
captain  Colclough,  and  lieutenant  Charlton,  severely  and  pri« 
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lieutenant  Fallon,  severely;  lieutenant  Cappage,  jun- 
•ously;  lieutenant  M<*agher,  slightly;  lieutenants  Bur- 
EIaz^n,  and  ensign  Nash,  severely. 
:h  Flank  companies,  captain  Leonard  and  lieutenant 
ighlin,  severely. 

:ers   missinp; — General  staff,  captain  Elliott,  deputy- 
nt  quarter-mnster  general. 
al  nav\,  Mr.  Hyde,  midshipman, 
flank  company,  lieutenant  Gardner,  and  ensign  HalL 
i  regiment,    captain   Irwin,  lieutenant  Kaye,  ensign 
lieutenant  and  adjutant  Pettet. 
ned)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adjutant'generaly  N.  A. 


RIG  AN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  CAPTURE  OF 
THE  OHIO  AND  SOMERS,  ON  LAKE  ERIE. 

f  a  letter  from  lieutenant  Conkltng  to  captain  Kennedy^ 
id  Fort  George y  Upper  Canada^  August  16^A,  1814. 

h  extreme  regret  I  have  to  make  known  to  you  thecir- 
inces  attending  tht  capinre  of  the  Ohio  and  Somers. 
:  night  of  the  12th,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  12, 
Its  were  seen  a  short  distance  a-head  of  the  Somers, 
tre  hailed  from  that  vessel— they  answered  *^  provision 
*  which  deceived  the  officers  of  the  deck,  as  our  army 
lad  been  in  the  h:«bit  of  passing  and  repassing  through 
;ht,  and  enabled  them  to  drift  athwart  his  hawser  and 
cables,  at  the  same  time  pouring  in  a  heavy  fire  before 
covered  who  they  were.  Instantaneously  they  were 
lide  of  me,  and  notwithstanding  my  exertions,  aided 
.  M*Cally,  acting  sailing-master  (who  was  soon  dis- 
,  I  was  unable  to  repulse  them  but  for  a  moment.  I 
ined  the  quarter-deck  until  my  sword  fell,  in  conse- 
1  of  a  shot  in  the  shoulder,  and  all  on  deck  either 
ed  or  surrounded  by  bayonets.  As  their  force  was  an 
lelming  one,  I  thought  farther  resistance  vain,  and 
p  the  vessel,  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  performed 
ty,  and  defended  my  vessel  to  the  last. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded* 

Ohio* 
;d— John  Fifehill)  boatswain's  mate,  shot  through  the 
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Wounded — Reuben  Wright,  shot  through  the  arm. 
Sailing-master  M'Callv,  shot  through  the  thigh,  and  bayo« 
netted  through  the  foot. 

Serjeant  Eastman,  of  the  1 1th  regiment  of  the  army,  wound- 
ed in  the  neck  bv  a  musket  ball. 

^— i  Ciranger,  11th  regimt-nt,  wounded  in  the  arm. 
Weath,  11th  do.  do.  do. 

Whillers,  21st  do.       wounded,  cut  in  the  arau 

Somers* 

Wounded — Samuel  Taylor,  shot  in  the  arm  and  cut  in  the 
head. 

Charles  Ordean,  cut  in  the  shoulder;  also  one  of  the  Ohio's 
marines,  whose  name  the  serjeant  cannot  find,  now  in  the 
hospital,  badly  wounded. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  much  more 
considerable;  amongst  the  killed  is  the  commanding  officer  | 
of  the  Netley  (lying  here),  captain  Ratliff;  he  fell  in  attempt- 
ing to  come  over  my  quarters.  Notwithstanding  the  number 
of  muskets  and  pistols  which  were  fired,  and  the  bustle  inse- 
parable from  enterprizes  of  this  kind,  neither  the  Fort  or  the 
Porcupine  attempted  to  fire  as  we  drifted  past  them,  nor  did  j 
we  receive  a  shot  until  past  Black  Rock,  though  they  might  4 
have  destroyed  us  with  ease.  j 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

A.  M.  CONKLING. 

P.  S.  We  expect  ta  be  sent  to  Montreal,  and  perhaps  to- 
Quebec  directly. 

Bdward  P.  Kennedy^  Esq.^  commanding  United 
States^  naval  force  on  Lake  Erie. 

Extract  from  Morning  District  General  Order* 

Head'^uarterSy  camp  before 
Fort  Erie^  13th  August^  18lf 
Lieutenant-general  Drummond  congratulates  the  army  on    1 
the  brilliant  achievements  executed  last  night  by  captrin    - 
Dobbs  of  the  royal  navy,  and  a  party  of  seamen  and  mi-    1 
rines,  who  in  the  most  gallant  style  boarded,  and  after-  i 
short  struggle  carried,  two  of  the  enemy's  armed  schooners 
anchored  close  to  Fort  Erie.  Accident  alone  prevented  Ac    j 
capture  of  the  third  schooner.  Those  captured  are  theSom-  *| 
ers  and  Porcupine;  the  former  mounts  two  long  12-pound-   •. 
ers;  the  latter  one  long  12.  They  were  commanded  by  litfu-    " 
tenants,  and  had  on  board  35  men  each.  The  lieutenant-ge-    . 
neral  laments  to  find  that  lieutenant  RadcliiTe,  commander  of  i 
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his  majesty's  schooner  Netly,  has  fallen  on  this  occasion;  he 
was  killed  in  the  act  of  boarding.  He  will  be  buried  at  12 
o'clock,  with  such  marks  of  respect  as  circumstances  will 
permit;  besides  Mr.  RadclifFe,  our  loss  has  been  only  one 
seaman  killed  and  four  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  is  one 
seaman  killed — 3  officers  and  four  seamen  wounded.  The 
whole  enterprise  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  ability  and 
spirit  of  captain  Dobbs  and  the  gallant  party  under  his  com- 
mand. 

J.  HARVEY, 

Lieutenant'Cohnel^  drputij  adjiitant-gencrah 


CONCLUSION  OP  THE  CAMPAIGN  ON  THE  NIAGARA,  INCLUD- 
ING THE  SORTIE  FROM  FORT  ERIE. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Ilead'^iarters^  Fort  Erie^  6th  September^  1814.. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  has  received  the  re- 
port of  major  Matteson,  of  the  New  York  volunteers,  on 
whom  devolved  the  command  of  the  party,  engaged  in  the 
affair  of  the  gallant  colonel  Wilcocks. 

With  sincere  pleasure,  the  brigadier-general  congratulates 
the  army  that  the  steadiness  and  valour  which  have  marked 
the  conduct  of  this  division,  during  the  whole  campaign,  were 
again  most  singularly  manifested  by  the  volunteers  and  re- 
gulars engaged  on  this  occasion. 

A  party  not  exceeding  100  volunteers  (the  enemy  being 
of  treble  numbers)  drove  the  enemy  to  his  works,  with  com- 
paratively a  small  loss,  and  made  him  suffer  severely.  Pre- 
vious to  this  a  detachment  of  forty  men  from  the  twenty-first, 
under  ensign  Thomas,  had  successfully  skirmished  with  the 
enemy. 

The  conduct  of  major  Matteson  on  this  occasion  excites 
the  highest  approbation  of  the  brigadier-general,  his  cool- 
ness, courage  and  prudence,  and  the  good  conduct  of  his 
troops,  were  again  conspicuously  manifested.  The  New  York 
volunteers  have,  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  every  other  that 
has  occurred  during  the  whole  campaign,  reflected  honour 
on  the  state  of  which  they  are  members.  Captain  Hale  of 
the  eleventh  infantry  commanding  piquet  No.  2,  and  ensign 
Thomas  commanding  the  regulars,  conducted  in  a  manner 
to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  brigadier-general.  The  los^; 
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on  our  side,  with  the  exception  of  the  gallant  Wilcocks,  and 
lieutenant  Rosevelt,  is  trifling;  but  on  the  side  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  severe  in  the  extreme;  various  deserters  report,  that 
they  had  four  officers  and  nearlv  100  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed; so  great  a  disparity  evinces,  in  the  strongest  light,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  coolness  of  troops,  such  as  ours,  in  a  just 
and  honourable  career,  and  of  the  enemy's  thousands,  who 
fight  for  objects  which  they  care  not  for,  and  in  a  cause  which 
they  deprecate. 

Major  Matteson  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  courage 
and  good  conduct  of  captains  Hull,  Harding,  Knap,  and  Sat- 
tcrly,  who  volunteered  to  command  a  company;  and  lieuten- 
ants Hathaway,  Jones,  and  ensign  Wickwire;  he  also  ex- 
presses his  highest  opinion  of  the  correct,  brave,  and  sol- 
dier-like conduct  of  brigade-major  Dobbin,  quarter-master 
Green,  and  adjutant  Gilbert. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Wilcocks,  whose  services  and  bravery 
have  excited  the  warmest  interest  of  the  army  in  his  favour, 
and  lieutenant  Rosevelt,  of  the  New  York  volunteers,  have 
added  other  names  to  the  gallant  heroes,  who,  during  this 
unexampled  campaign,  have  gloriously  died  on  the  field  of 
honour.  Colonel  Wilcocks,  at  the  instant  he  was  mortally 
wounded,  was  charging  and  repulsing  an  infinitely  superior 
force  under  the  enemy's  batterj*;  the  command  devolving  on 
major  Matteson,  he  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  to  their 
works,  and  retired  in  good  order  to  camp. 

By  command  of  brigadier-general  Ripley. 

R.  JONES, 
Assistant  adjuta?it-general. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Brown  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War^  dated  HeadSluarters^  Fort  Erie^  September 
18^/2,  1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you  a  brilliant  achieve- 
ment yesterday  effected  by  the  forces  under  my  command.  A 
sortie  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  These  were  car- 
ried— we  blew  up  his  principal  work,  destroyed  his  battering 
pieces,  and  captured  400  prisoners.  The  enemy  resisted  our 
assault  with  firmness,  but  suffered  greatly.  His  total  loss  can- 
not be  less  than  800  men. 

In  such  a  business  we  could  not  but  expect  to  lose  many 
valuable  lives;  they  were  offered  up  a  voluntary  sacrifice  to 
the  safety  and  honour  of  this  army  and  the  nation. 

I  will  forward  to  you  the  particulars  of  this  splendid  affair, 
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with  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  humble  Servant, 

JACOB  BROWN. 
honourable  Secretartj  of  War* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Brown  to  the  Secretary  of 
War^  dated  Head- ^tarter s^  Camp  Fort  Erie  ^September  29, 
1814. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I  briefly  iniormed  you  of 
the  fortunate  issue  of  the  sortie  which  took  place  the  day  pre- 
ceding. But  it  is  due  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men,  to  whose 
bravery  we  are  indebted  for  our  success  on  this  occasion,  that 
'should  give  you  a  more  circumstantial  and  detailed  account 
of  this  affair. 

The  enemy's  camp  I  had  ascertained  to  be  situated  in  a 

^eld,  surrounded  l;y  woods,  nearly  two  miles  distant  from 

Aeir  batteries  and  entrenchments,  the  object  of  which  was 

to  keep  that  part  of  their  force  v/hich  was  not  upon  duty,  out 

of"  the  range  of  our  fire  from  Fort  Erie  and  Black  Rock. 

i* heir  infantry  was  formed  into  three  brigades,  estimated  at 

^dve  or  fifteen  hundred  men  each.  One  of  these  brigades, 

^ith  a  detail  from  their  artillery,  was  stationed  at  their  works 

(wesc  being  about  500  yards  from  old  Fort  Erie,  and  the 

^Sht  of  our  line).  We  had  already  suffered  much  from  the 

"f*^  of  two  of  their  batteries,  and  were  aware  that  a  third  was 

^oout  to  open  upon  us.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  resolved 

v^  ^torm  the  batteries,  destroy  the  cannon,  and  roughly  han- 

^•"^  the  brigade  upon  duty  before  those  in  reserve  could  be 

^^I'ought  into  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  the  infantry  and  riflemen, 

^^&ilars  and  militia,  were  ordered  to  be  paraded  and  put  in 

^^iness  to  march  precisely  at  twelve  o'clock.  General  Por- 

^^^^  with  the  volunteers,  colonel  Gibson  with  the  riflemen, 

^*^cl  major  Brooks  with  the  twenty-third  and  first  infantry, 

?[*^d  a  few  dragoons  acting  as  infantry,  were  ordered  to  move 

**'Oin  the  extreme  left  of  our  position  upon  the  enemy's  right, 

"5^"  a  passage  opened  through  the  woods  for  the  occasion.  Ge- 

^^1^  Miller  was  directed  to  station  his  command  in  the  ra- 

^^tie  which  lies  between  Fort  Erie  and  the  enemy's  batte- 

''^es,  by  passing  them  by  detachment  through  the  skirts  of 

^e  wood — and  the  twenty-first  infantry  under  general  Rip- 

*^y  was  posted  as  a  corps  of  reserve  between  the  new  bas- 
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tior.s  of  Fell  Kiic;  all  under  cover,  and  out  of  the  view  of 
the  enemy. 

About  iwentv  minutes  before  three  P.  M.  I  found  the  left 

m  

columns,  uiuK-r  the  command  of  general  Porter,  which  were 
destined  to  turn  the  enemy's  right,  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
I3riiish  cnircnchments.    1  hev  were  ordered  to  advance  and 
I  umincnce  the  action.     Passing  down  the  ravine,  I  judged 
fVvom  the  repor*  of  musketry  that  the  action  had  commeoced 
<A\  (lur  IvU;  I  i.'Av  l.aj.uiicid  io  general  Miller,  and  directed 
him  to  seize  the  moment  and  pierce  the  enemv's  entrench- 
mems    bciwrui   batLi-ries  No.  2  and  3.     My  orders  were 
promptly  and  abi\  executed.     Within  30  minuses  after  the 
tirst  gun  was  fiz-ed,  batteries  No.  3  and  2,  the  enemy's  line 
ol  entrenchments,  and  his  two  block-houses,  were  in  our  pos- 
session. 

Soon  after,  batter\  No.  1  was  abandoned  by  the  British. 
Tl'.e  gur.s  in  each  were  spiked  by  us  or  otherwise  destroyed, 
«nd  the  magazine  of  No.  3  was  blown  up. 

A  few  minutes  before  the  explosion,  I  had  ordered  up  the 
roserve  under  general  Ripley.    As  he  passed  me  at  the  head 
of  his  column,  I  desired  him,  as  he  would  be  the  senior  in 
advance,  to  ascertain  as  near  as  possible  the  situation  of  the 
troops  in  general,  and  to  have  a  care  that  not  more  washa- 
:!arded  than  the  occasion  rec:uired:  that,  the  object  of  the 
sortie  effected,  the  troops  would  retire  in  good  order,  Sec. 
(icneral  Ripley  passed  rapidly  on — soon  after,  I  became 
stlarmed  for  general  Miller,  and  sent  an  order  for  thetwenty- 
iirst  to  hasten  to  his  support  towards  battery  No.  I.  Co- 
lonel Upham  received  the  order,  and  advanced  to  the  aid  of 
general  Miller.  General  Ripley  had  inclined  to  the  left,  where 
major  Brooks'  command  was  engaged,  with  a  view  of  mak- 
ing some  neccssarj'  enquiries  of  that  officer,  and  inlheact 
of  doing  so  was  untor.unately  wounded.    By  this  time  the 
object  of  the  sortie  was  accomplished  beyond  my  most  san- 
guine expectations.  C»eneral  Miller  had  consequently  ord.  red 
the  troops  on  the  right  to  iall  back — observing  this  move- 
ment, I  sent  my  staff  along  the  line  to  call  in  the  other  corps. 
Within  a  lew  minutes  they  retired  from  the  ravine,  and  from 
thence  to  camp. 

Thus  one  thousand  n  gulars  and  an  equal  portion  of  mili- 
tia, in  one  hour  ot  close  action  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  ene- 
my, destroyed  the  fruiis  oi  fitty  da) s labour,  and  diminished 
his  etlVctive  lorcc  1000  men  at  least.  1  am  at  a  loss  how  to 
express  my  satisfaction  at  the  gallant  conduct  ol  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  division,  whose  valour  has  shone  superior  to 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS.  [9J 

every  trial.  General  Porter  in  his  official  report  herein  In- 
closed, has  very  properly  noticed  those  patriotic  citizens  who 
have  done  so  much  honour  to  themselves,  In-  iVt- ily  and  vol- 
untarily tendering  their  scrviccb  at  a  dangerous  and  critical 
period. 

As  the  scene  of  action  was  in  a  wood,  in  advance  of  the 
position  I  had  chosen  for  directing  the  whole,  the  several  re- 
ports of  commandants  of  corps  must  guide  me  in  noticing  in- 
dividuals. 

General  Mille  •  mentions  li^'ute'iant-coloncl  Aspinwall, 
lieutenant-colonel  BcedU-,  majo;  Tiinible,  capt-.iin  Mall,  cap- 
tain Ingersoll,  lieutenant  Crav  ford,  lieutenmi.  Lee,  and  par- 
ticularly ensign  O'Fling,  as  entitled  to  disiinition. 

Lieutenant-eol  >nel  M'-Donald,  upon  whom  the  command 
of  the  rifle  corps  devolved  on  the  f.ill  of  the  brave  and  gener- 
ous Gibson,  names  adjutant  Shortridgt  of  the  first,  and  Bal- 
lard of  the  fourth  regiment,  as  deserving  the  highest  ap- 
plause for  their  promptness  and  gallantry*  m  communicating 
orders.  Of  the  other  corps,  he  reports  generally,  that  the 
^ravery  and  good  conduct  of  all  was  so  conspicuous  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  discriminate. 

iVIajor  Brooks,  to  whom  much  credit  is  due  for  the  dis- 
tinguished manner  in  which  he  executed  the  orders  he  re- 
ceived, speaks  in  high  terms  of  lieutenants  Goodell,  Inger- 
BoU,  Livington,  and  ensign  Brant,  and  O  Fling  of  the  twenty- 
third — particularly  of  the  latter.  Also  of  capt.iin  Simms,  lieu- 
tenants Bissel,  Shore,  and  Brinot,  of  the  first  infantry,  and 
lieutenant  Watts  of  the  dragoons. 

Lieutenant- colonel  Upham,  who  took  command  of  the  re- 
serve after  general  Ripley  was  disabled,  bestows  great  praise 
upon  major  Chambers  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  riflemen, 
attached  to  the  twenty- first  infantry,  as  also  upon  captain 
Bradford  and  lieutenant  Holding  of  that  regiment. 

My  staff",  colonel  Snelling,  colonel  Gardner,  major  Jones, 
and  my  aids-de-camp,  major  Austin  and  lieutenant  Arm- 
strong, were,  as  usual,  zealous,  intelligent,  and  active — 
the}'  performed  every  duty  required  of  them  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

Major  Hall,  assistant  inspector-general  led  a  battalion  of 
militia,  and  conducted  with  skill  and  guUantiy.  Lieutenant 
Kir^',  aid- de-camp  to  general  Kipley,  was  extiemcly  active 
and  useful  during  the  time  he  was  in  action. 

Lieutenants  Frastr  and  Kiddle  were  in  general  Porter's 
staffs  theii  bravery  was  conspicuous,  and  no  officers  of  their 
grade  were  more  useful. 
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The  corps  of  artilltTv,  comnn:ind«^d  by  major  Flindman, 
which  hn?  Sei'ii  so  eminfmly  (liriiiiipfuished  throughout  this 
campaic;!^  h.«r!  iv  opporiuniiv  of  taking  a  part  in  the  sortie. 
The  tws  nty-fi  h  inTaniry  under  colonel  J essup  was  stationed 
in  Fori  Kru  lo  hold  the  kev  of  our  position. 

Colont  1  Br;»d«.  ,on*\vh.  se  firmness  and  irood  conduct  every 
reliance  could  b«*  plated,  was  on  «'oninfiand  at  Buffalo  with 
the  remi'ins  of    he  iweni\ -s^'cond  i'-fnitry.  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel M'Btt-  v.fid  livuienant  coloiul  \Vo«»d  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, hi:vi»»g  rv-ndend  to  ;his  army  services  the  most  im- 
portant, I  must  seiz«'   "he  opporlunii>    of  again  mentioning 
them  purtiiuhirK.    On  evcrx    trying  occasion  I  have  reaped 
much  benefit  from  'heir  sr)und  and  ex(ell«  nt  advice.  No-two 
officers  of  their  grade  could  have  contributed  more  to  the 
safet)  and  honour  of  this  army.  Wood,  brave,  generous,  and 
enterprising,  died  as  he  had  lived,  wiihout  a  feeling  but  for 
the  honour  oi'  his  country,  and  the  glory  of  her  arms.    His 
name  and  ex.^mple  will  li/e  to  guide  the  soldier  in  the  path 
of  duty  so  long  as  t-ue  heroism  is  held  in  esiimaion.  M'Bee 
lives  to  enjoy  ih.-  ::pprobaion  of  every  virtu^nis  and  gene- 
rous m'nd,  and  to  leceive  the  rcvvard  due  to  his  services  and 
high  miliiary  talents. 

Ii  is  proper  heri  to  noiite,  that  although  but  on«--ihird  of 
the  enemv's  force  was  (  n  du  v  wiien  lii-i  wo  ki>  were  carried, 
the  who'-  wi-re  brough'  into  .i(»i(.n  vvlille  we  were  employed 
in  desiro\ii.g  ii:s  <'ann(,n.  We  si  cured  prisoners  from  seven 
of  his  regimciits,  and  know  that  the  sixth  and  thirty-second 
suffered  severely  in  killed  and  wound*  d.  yet  these  regiments 
were  not  upon  dut\ . 

Lieuienan  -general  Drummond  broke  up  his  camp  during 
the  night  of  the  tv^enty- first,  and  retired  to  his  entrenchments 
behind  the  Chippewa.  A  party  of  our  men  came  up  with  the 
rear  of  his  army  at  Frenchman's  Creek;  the  enemy  destroy- 
ed part  of  their  stores  l)y  setting  fire  to  the  buildings  from 
which  they  were  employed  in  conveying  them.  We  found  in 
and  about  their  camp  a  considerable  quantity  of  cannon-ball, 
and  upwards  of  one  hundred  stand  ol  arms. 

I  send  you  inclosed  herein  a  return  of  our  loss.  The  re- 
turn of  prisoners  inclosed  does  not  include  the  stragglers 
that  came  in  after  the  action. 

I  have  the  honour  m  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

JACOB  RROWN. 

Honourable  Secretary  of  War. 
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Report  of  the  killed ^  ivoundei\  and  mlsfiin^  of  the  left  divi" 
siori  of  the  army  at  Fort  Erie^  commanded  by  Major-Gene^ 
ral  Brotun^  in  the  .sortie  against  the  enemy  s  batteries ^  on 
the  7th  September^  1814. 

Total  of  regulars* 

Killed — 1  lieutenant-colonel,  3  captains,  5  Serjeants,  7  cor- 
porals, 44  privates. 

Wounded — 1  brigadier-general,  1  brigade-major,  1  colo- 
nel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  2  captains,  1 1  subalterns, 

1  principal  musician,  12   Serjeants,  11  corporals,  94  pri- 
vates. 

Missing — 1  adjut  mt,  1  Serjeant,  4  corporals,  1  musician, 
36  privates. 

Total  of  militia^  &f c. 

Killed — t  brigadier-general,  1  captain,  3  subalterns,  1  Ser- 
jeant, 1  corporal,  12  privates. 

Wounded— 1  major-general,  2  aids-de-camp,  1  brigade- 
major,  2  captains,  2  subalterns,  4  Serjeants,  3  corporals,  65 
privates. 

Missing— 1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  1  quarter-master, 

2  captains,  4  subalterns,  9  Serjeants,  13  corporals,  6  musi- 
cians, 136  privates. 

Grand  Total. 

Killed — 1  brigadier-general,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  4  cap- 
tains, 3  subalterns,  6  Serjeants,  8  corporals,  56  privates. 

Wounded — 1  major-general,  1  brigadier-general,  2  aids- 
de-camp,  2  brigade-majors,  1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel, 
1  major,  4  captains,  13  subalterns,  1  principal  musician,  16 
seneants,  14  corporals,  159  privates. 

Missing— 1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  1  adjutant,  1 
quarter-master,  2  captains,  4  subalterns,  10  Serjeants,  17 
corporals,  7  musicians,  172  privates. 

Aggregate — officers,  45;  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates  466;  total,  511. 

Names  and  ranis  of  officers. 

Killed. 
Lieutenant-colonel  £.  D.  Wood,  captain  and  brevet  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  engineers. 

Captain  L.  Bradford,  21st  infantry. 
Captain  H.  Hale,  11th  do. 
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Captain  L.  G.  A.  Armistead,  first  riflemen. 
Wounded — staff — brigadier-general   Riplty,  second   bri- 
gade, d mgerously,  shot  through  the  neck. 

First-lieutenant  Crawford,  llth  infantry,  brigade-major, 
first  brigade,  slightly,  shot  in  the  arm. 

Ninth  infantry — lieutenant-colonel  Aspinwall,  severely,  left 
arm  amputated. 

Captain  Ingersoll,  slightly,  in  the  head. 
First  lieutenant  E.  Childs,  severely,  bayonet  wound  through 
the  thigh. 

Eleventh  infantr\' — first  lieutenant  W.  F.  Hale,  dangerous- 
ly, shot  in  the  body. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  Clark,  severely,  in  the  body. 
Third  lieutenant  Stevenson,  severely,  through  the  thiglu 
Third  lieutenant  Davis,  dangerously,  through  the  body. 
Ninteenth  infantry — major   Trimble,  dangerously,   shot 
through  the  body. 

Ensign  Neely,  slightly,  shot  in  the  thigh. 
Twenty-first  infantr» — ensign  Cummings,  severely,  in  the 
arm. 

Twenty -third  infantry — first  lieutenant  Brown,  slightly,  in 
the  arm. 

Ensign  O'Fling,  mortally,  since  dead. 
First  riflemen — captain  Ramsey,  severely,  in  the  groin. 
Third  lieutenant  Cobb,  severely,  in  the  body. 
Fourih  riflemen— colonel  James  Gibson,  mortally,  died 
the  18th  instant. 

First  lieutenant  Gantt,  severe  wounds  in  the  arm  and 
side. 

Missing — first  lieutenant  Ballard,  adjutant,  fourth  rifle- 
men, prisoner. 

Of  the  miVitia. 

Killed — Brigadier-general  Davis,  of  volunteer  brigade. 

Captain  Butl,  of  lieutenant-colonel  Crosby's  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  of  lieutenant-colonel  APBurney's  re- 
giment. 

Lieutenant  W.  Belknap,  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleming's 
regiment. 

Ensign  Blakesly,  of  lieutenant-colonel  M'Burney's  regi- 
ment. 

Wounded — Staff* — major-gene i  al  P.  B.  Porter,  sword- 
wound  in  the  hand. 

First  lieutenant  Fraser,  13th  infantry,  brigade-maion  se- 
verclv  in  the  left'. 
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First  lieutenant  Riddle,  15th  infantry,  acting  aid-de-camp, 
slight  contusion. 

Captain  Bigger,  New  York  volunteers,  acting  aid,  severely, 
through  the  breast  and  shoulder. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Dobbin's  regiment — captain  Knapp,  in 
the  hip. 

Lieutenant  Bailev,  in  the  side. 

Lieutenant-colonel  M'Burney's  regiment — captain  Hale, 
wounded  and  prisoner. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Hopkins'  regiment — ^lieutenant  Gillet, 
through  the  thigh. 

o 

Lieutenant-colonel  W.  L   Churchill, 

Major  E.  Wilson, 

Quarter-master  O.  Wilcox, 

Captain  Crouch,  | 

Captain  Case,  J>Prisoners. 

Lieutenant  Case, 

Ensign  Chambers, 

Ensign  Clark, 

Ensign  Church, 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 
Adjutant'generah 

Heturn  of  prisoners  taken  in  the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie  on  the 

17th  duij  of  September^  1814. 

Regiment  of  De  Watteville — 2  majors,  3  captains,  3  lieu- 
tenants, 1  assistant  surgeon,  4  stafF-serjeants,  7  Serjeants,  7 
corporals^  1  drummer,  and  204  privates — total,  232. 

Royal  artillery — 9  privates — total,  9. 

First  regiment  of  Royal  Scots — 2  Serjeants,  16  privates 

4otal,  18. 

Sixth  regiment — 1  serj'^ant,  9  privates — total,  10. 

Eighth,  or  king's  regiment — 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  en- 
sign, 8  Serjeants,  9  corporals,  66  privates — total,  86. 

Eighty-second  regiment — 9  privates — ^total,  9. 

Eighty-ninth  regiment — 1  serjeant,  1  corporal,  19  privates 
—total,  21. 

Grand  total--*2  majors,  4  captains,  4  lieutenants,  1  ensigOi 
1  assistant-surgeon,  4  staff- Serjeants,  19  Serjeants,  17  corpo- 
rals, 1  drummer,  332  privates. 

Aggregate — 385. 

J.  SNELLING, 
InspectoT'generaJ. 

VOL.  it^.  (NJ 


1 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Brown  to  the  Secretary  9f 

War^  dated 
Head  ^wrtcrsy  Camp  Fort  Erle^  October  1*^,1814. 
Sir, 

I.ool'.ing  over  niv  official  account  of  the  action  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  I  find  that  the  names  of  the  regiments  which  com- 
posed gineial  Miller's  command  have  not  been  given.  As  I 
believe  it  even  more  important  to  distinguish  corps  than  in- 
dividuals, I  am  anxious  to  correct  this  mistake.  General 
!]Miller  on  that  day  commanded  the  remains  of  the  9th  and 
1 1  th  infantry,  and  a  detachment  of  the  1 9th.  Of  three  field  offi- 
cers, who  were  attached  to  them,  two  were  severely  wounded; 
lieutenant-colonel  Aspinwall  of  the  9th,  gallantly  leading  his 
m(  n  to  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's  entrenchments;  andma* 
jor  Tiimble  of  the  19th,  who  was  shot  within  their  works, 
conducting  with  great  skill  and  bravery.  A  detachment  of 
the  17th  regiment  was  attached  to  the  21st. 

Very  respecfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Porter  to  Major' 

General  Bro^vn. 
Sir,  Fort  Erie^  September  22dj  1814. 

In  executing  the  duty  you  have  imposed  on  me,  of  re- 
porting the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  the 
left  column,  which  you  was  pleased  to  place  under  my  com- 
mand, in  the  sortie  of  the  17th  instant,  the  pleasure  I  derive 
in  representing  to  you  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  whole, 
is  deeply  chastened  by  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  many  brave  and 
distinguished  men. 

Being  obliged,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  to  act  on 
foot,  it  was  impossible  that  my  own  personal  observation 
should  reach  to  every  officer.  Some  part  of  this  report  must 
therefore  rest  upon  the  information  of  others. 

It  is  the  business  of  this  communication  to  speak  of  the 
conduct  of  individuals;  yet  you  will  permit  me  to  premise, 
although  well  known  to  yourself  already,  that  the  object  of 
the  left  column  was  to  penetrate,  by  a  circuitous  route,  be- 
tween the  enemy's  batteries,  where  one-third  of  his  force 
was  always  kept  on  duty,  and  his  main  camp,  and  that  it  was 
subdivided  into  three  divisions;  the  advance  of  200  riflemen, 
and  a  few  Indians,  commanded  by  colonel  Gibson,  and  two 
columns  moving  parallel  to,  and  thirty  yards  distant  from 


OITICIAL  DOCUxMENTS.  [99 

each  other.  The  right  column  was  commanded  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Wood,  headed  by  400  infantry,  under  major  Brook, 
of  the  23d,  and  followed  by  500  volunteers  and  militia,  be- 
ing parts  of  lieutenant-colonel  Dobbins's,  M'BLirney's,  and 
Fleming's  regi menu,  and  was  intended  to  attack  the  batteries. 
The  left  column  otSoo  militia  was  commanded  by  brigadier- 
general  Davis,  and  comprised  the  commands  of  lieutenant- 
colonels,  Hopkins,  Churchhill,  and  Crosby,  and  was  intended 
to  hold  check  any  reinforcements  from  the  enemy's  camp;  or 
both  columns  (circumstances  requiring  it,  whicli  frequently 
happened)  to  co-operate  in  the  same  object. 

After  carrying  by  storm,  in  the  handsomest  style,  a  strong 
block-house,  in  rear  of  the  third  battery,  making  its  garrison 
prisoners,  destroying  the  three  24-pounders  and  their  car- 
riages in  the  third  battery,  and  Mowing  uptlie  enemy's  maga- 
zine, and  after  co-operating  with  general  Miller  in  taking  the 
second  battery,  the  gallant  leaders  of  the  three  divisions  all 
fell  nearly  at  the  same  time;  colonel  (tibson,  at  the  second 
battery,  and  general  Davis  and  lieutenant-colom  1  Wood,  in 
an  assault  upon  the  first. 

Brigadier-general  Davis,  although  a  militia  officer  of  little 
experience,  conducted  on  this  occasion  with  all  the  coolness 
and  bravery  of  a  veteran,  and  fell  while  advancing  upon  the 
enemy's  entrenchments.  His  loss  as  a  citizen,  as  well  as  a 
soldier,  will  be  severely  felt  in  the  patriotic  county  of  Gene- 
see. Colonel  Gibson  fully  sustained  the  high  military  reputa- 
tion, which  he  had  before  so  justly  acquired.  You  know  how 
exalted  an  opinion  I  have  always  entertained  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Wood  of  the  engineers.  His  conduct,on  this  day,  was,  what 
it  uniformly  has  been,  on  every  similar  occasion,  an  exhibi- 
tion of  military  skill,  acute  judgment,  and  heroic  valour.  Of 
the  other  regular  officers,  lieutenant-colonel  M' Donald  and 
major  Brook,  senior  in  command,  will  report  to  you  in  rela- 
tion to  their  respective  divisions.  Permit  me,  however,  to 
say  of  these  two  officers,  that,  much  as  was  left  to  them  by 
the  fall  of  their  distinguished  leaders,  they  were  able  to  sus- 
tain their  parts  in  the  most  admirable  manner,  and  they  richly 
deserve  the  notice  of  the  governnient. 

Of  the  militia,  I  regret  that  the  limits  of  a  report  will  not 
permit  me  even  to  name  all  of  those,  who  on  this  occasion 
established  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow  citizens; 
much  less  to  particularize  individual  merit.  Lieutenant-co- 
lonels Hopkins,  M'Bumey,  Churchill,  and  Crosby,  and  ma- 
jors Lee,  Marcle,  Wilson,  Lawrence,  Burr,  Dunhani, 
Kellogg,  and  Ganson,  are  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for 
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their  gallant  conduct,  their  steady  and  persevering  exertions* 
Xiieutenant-colonel  Dobbin  being  prevented  by  severe  indis- 
position from  taking  the  field,  major  Hall,  assistant  inspector- 
general,  volunteered  his  services  to  join  major  Lee  in  the 
command  of  the  volunteer  regiment;  and  major  Lee  and 
every  other  officer  speaks  in  the  highest  ^rms  of  the  gallant 
and  good  conduct  of  this  young  officer. 

Captain  Fleming,  who  commanded  the  Indians,  was,  as  he 
always  is,  in  the  front  of  the  battlt- .  There  is  not  a  more  in- 
trepid soldier  in  the  army.  I  should  be  ungrateful,  were  I 
to  omit  the  namt  s  of  captains  Knapp  and  Hull  of  the  volun- 
teers, and  captain  Parker,  and  lieutenant  Chatfield  of  the  mi- 
litia, by  whose  intrepidity  I  was,  during  the  action,  extricated 
from  the   most  unpleasant  situation.  Captains  Richardson, 
Buel,  and  Kennedy,  lieutenants  Parkhust  and  Brown,  and 
adjutants   Dobbin,   Bates,  and  Robinson,  particularly  dis- 
tinguished themselves.  The  patriotic  conduct  of  captain  El- 
liott with  20  young  gentlemen  who  volunteered  from  Batavia, 
and  of  major  Hubbard  with  14  men  exempted  by  age  from 
military  duty,  should  not  be  omitted.  They  were  conspicuous 
during  the  action. 

You  will  excuse  me  if  I  shall  seem  partial,  in  speaking  of 
my  own  family,  consisting  of  my  brigade- major  Frazer,  my 
volunteer  aid-de-camp  Riddle  (both  1st  lieutenants  in  the 
15th  infantry),  captain  Bigger  of  the  Canadian  volunteers, 
]Vr  ssrs.  Williams  and  Delapierre,  volunteer  aids  for  the  day^ 
all  of  whom,  except  Mr.  Williams,  were  wounded. 

Lieutenants  Frazer  and  Riddle  were  engaged  for  most  of 
the  preceding  da\'  with  fatig'ie  parties,  cutting  roads  for  the 
advance  of  the  column  through  the  swamp,  and  falling  tim- 
ber to  the  rear,  and  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy's  right; 
which  service  ihey  executed  with  so  much  address  as  to  avoid 
discovery;  and  on  the  succeeding  day  they  conducted  the 
two  columns  to  the  attack.  Frazer  was  severely  wounded  by 
a  musket-ball,,  whilst  spiking  a  gun  on  the  second  battery. 
Riddle,  after  the  first  battery  was  carried,  descended  into 
the  enemy's  magazine,  and  after  securing  (with  the  assistance 
of  quarter-master  Greene,  of  the  volunteers,  whose  good 
conduct  deserves  much  praise)  a  quantity  of  fixed  ammuni- 
tion, blew  up  the  magazine,  and  suffered  severely  by  the  ex- 
plosion. I  must  solicit,  through  you,  sir,  the  attention  of  the 
general  government  to  these  meritorious  young  men.  Cap- 
tain Bigger  is  an  excellent  officer,  and  rendered  me  much 
assistance,  but  was  dangerously  wounded.  The  other  young 
gendemen  are  citizens,  and  deserve  much  credit  for  their 
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activity,  and  for  having  voluntarily  encountered  danger.  My 
aid-de-camp,  major  Dox,  was  confined  at  Buffalo  by  sick- 
ness. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  I  can  say  of  the  regular  troops  attached 
to  the  left  column,  and  of  the  veteran  volunteers  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dobbin's  regiment,  that  every  man  did  his  duty,  and 
their  conduct  on  this  occasion  reflects  a  new  lustre  on  their 
former  brilliant  achievements.  To  the  militia,  the  compliment 
is  justly  due,  and  I  could  pay  them  no  greater  one,  than  to 
say,  that  they  were  not  surpassed  bv  the  heroes  of  Chippewa 
and  Niagara  in  steadiness  and  bravery. 

The  studied  intricacy  of  the  enemy's  defences,  consisting 
not  only  of  the  breast- work  connecting  their  batteries,  but  of 
successive  lines  of  entrenrhments  for  a  hundred  yards  in  the 
rear,  covering  the  batteries  and  enfilading  each  other,  and  the 
whole  obstructed  by  abattis,  brush,  and  felled  timber,  was 
calculated  to  produce  confusion  among  the  assailants,  and 
led  to  several  contests  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  But  by 
our  double  columns  any  temporary  irregularity   in  the  one 
was  always  corrected  by  the  other.  Our  success  would  pro- 
bably have  been  more  complete,  but  for  the  rain  which  un- 
fortunately set  in  soon  after  we  commenced  our  march,  which 
rendered  the  fire  of  many  of  our  muskets  useless,  and  by  ob- 
scuring the  sun,  led  to  several  unlucky  mistakes.  As  an  in- 
stance of  this,  a  body  of  50  prisoners  who  had  surrendered, 
were  ordered  to  the  fort  in  charge  of  a  subaltern  and  -14  vol- 
unteers; the  officer  mistaking  the  direction,  conducted  them 
towards  the  British  camp  in  the  route  by  which  we  had  ad- 
vanced, and  they  were  retaken  with  the  whole  of  the   guard, 
excepting  the  officer  and  one  man  who  foughttheir  way  back. 
Several  of  our  stragglers  were  made  prisoners  by  the  same 
mistake.  But,  sir,  notwithstanding  these  accidents,  we  have 
reason  to  rejoice  at  our  signal  success  in  inflicting  a  vastly 
disproportionable  injury  on  the  enem\ ,  and  in  wholly  defeat- 
ing all  his  plans  of  operation  against  this  army. 

I  have  die  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servint, 

P.  B.  PORTER, 
Brig-.gen,^  C07nmandinn-  volunteers  and  militia. 
Major-general  Broxvn^  commanding^  &?c. 

DISTRICT  (GENERAL  ORDER. 

Head- ^tarter s^  camp  befoie  Fort  Erie^  Irth  September. 
Lieutenant-general   Drummond,  having  recv  ived  the  re- 
ports of  the  general  officer  in  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
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troops  engaged  yesterday,  bc^gs  to  offer  his  best  arlcnowledg- 
ments  for  their  very  gallant  conduct  in  repulsing  the  attack 
made  bv  the  enemy  on  our  batteries,  with  his  whole  force, 
represented  to  consist  of  not  less  than  five  thousand  men,  in* 
eluding  militia.  The  brilliant  style  in  which  the  batter)  No..2 
was  recovered,  and  the  enemv  driven  btryond  our  entrench- 
ments bv  s'^ven  companies  of  the  82d  regiment,  under  major 
Proctor,  and  three  companies  of  the  6th  regiment  detached 
under  m  jor  Taylor,  excited  lieutenant-general  Drummond*s 
admiration,  and  entitled  those  troops  to  his  particular  thanks. 
On  the  right  tht-  enemv's  advance  was  checked  by  the  Ist 
battalion  of  the  Royal  Scots,  supported  by  the  89th,  under  the 
direction  of  lieutenant-colonel  Gordon  of  the  royals;  and  in 
the  centre  he  was  driven  back  by  th^  Glengary  light  infantry, 
under  lieutenant- colonel  Battersbv,  and  directed  by  lieute- 
nant-colonel Pearson,  inspecting  field  officer.  To  these  troops 
the  lieutenant-general's  best  thanks  are  due,  as  also  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  reserve  Under  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell, 
consisting  of  the  remaining  companies  of  the  6th  regiment, 
the  flank  companies  of  the  41st,  and  the  incorporated  militia, 
which  supported  the  troops  engaged. 

The  lieutenant-general  deeph  laments  the  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances of  wt-alhtrr  which  enabled  the  enemy  to  approach 
unpcrceivtd  close  to  the  right  of  the  position,  and  to  capture 
a  considerabh^  number  of  the  regiment  De  Watteville,  sta- 
tioned-at  the  point.  The  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
which  the  8th  or  King's  and  De  Wattt- ville's  regiment  have 
suffered,  affords  incontestible  proof  that  No.  2  battery  was 
not  gained  without  a  vigorous  resistance;  it  is  equally  ob- 
vious thai  the  block-house  on  the  right  was  well  defended  by 
the  party  of  the  king's  ngim'  nt  station*  d  in  it. 

Lieutenant-genernl  Drummond  feels  greatlv  indebted  to 
major-general  Dc  Wafteville  for  his  judirious  arrangement; 
and  he  also  desires  to  offer  his  thanks  to  the  rt-spcctive  com- 
manding officers  of  brigades  and  rorps,  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  royal  artilleiy  and  engineers,  for  theJA  exertions. 
To  major-general  Stovin,  who  joined  the  army  a  short  time 
before  the  attack,  the  lieutenant-general  is  indebted  for  his 
assistance,  and  also  to  the  officers  of  the  general  of  his  per- 
sonal staff. 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond  greatly  regrets  the  wounds 
which  have  deprived  the  army  for  the  present  of  the  services 
of  colonel  Fisher,  lieutenant-colonels  Pearson  and  Gordon. 

Lieutenant-colonels  Fisher,  Pearson,  and  Gordon,  have 
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permission  to  proceed  to  the  rear  for  the  recovery  of  their 
wounds. 

(Signtfd)  J.  HAKVEY, 

Lieutenant-colonel^  deputy  adjutant-generaJm 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Head-^iarters^  Montr eaU  29th  September^  181*k 
His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  hiving  re- 
ceived the  official  report  of  lieutenant-general  Dnimmond,  of 
an  affair  which  aiok  place  at  Fort  Erie,  on  the  17ih  instant. 
in  which  very  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  repulsed  ' 
with  loss,  entirely  coincides  wfth  the  lieutenant-general  in  the 
just  tribute  of  praise  he  bestows  on  the  intrepid  valour  and 
-determined  discipline  evinced  by  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, as  detailed  in  the  district  general  order  of  the  18th 
instant,  which  his  excellency  is  pleased  to  order  to  be  pub- 
lished for  the  general  information  of  the  troops  under  his 
command. 

(Signed)  EDW.  BAYNES, 

Adjutant'generalj  N.  A. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-  Quarters  of  the  Northern  Army^ 
Camp  near  Fort  Erie^  Cktober  23^,  1814. 

The  indisposition  of  brigadier-grneral  Bissell  has  prevent- 
ed, till  this  morning,  his  report  of  the  handsome  affair  which 
took  place  on  the  19th,  between  a  detachment  of  his  brigade 
and  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  entrusted  to  the  brigadier, 
was  the  seizure  of  somt  provisions  intended  for  the  British 
troops.  He  marched  from  Black  Creek  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th,  with  parts  of  the  fifth,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  infan- 
try, a  small  party  of  dragoons,  and  a  company  of  riflemen, 
the  whole  about  900  men. — After  driving  before  them  a 
picket,  of  which  they  made  the  commanding  officer.prison- 
cr,  they  encamped  for  the  night,  thi  owing  beyond  Lyon's 
Creek  some  light  infantry  companies,  under  captain  Dor- 
man,  fifth,  and  lieutenant  Horrel,  16th  infantry,  and  the  ri- 
flemen under  captain  Irvine;  a  picket  on  the  Chippewa  road, 
commanded  by  lieutenant  Gassawav,  was  attacked  by  two 
companies  Glengary  light  infantry,  which  were  beaten  back 
with  loss.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  detachment  was 
attacked  by  a  select  corps  of  the  enemy,  not  less  than  1200 
strong.  The  light  infantry  under  captain  Dorm  an,  and  Ir- 
vine's riflemen,  sustained  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy  for 
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fifteen  minutes,  during  which  time  the  fifth  and  14th  were 
formed — the  fifth  was  ordered  to  turn  the  enemy's  right 
flank,  while  the  14th  charged  them  in  front.  This  was  exe- 
cuted in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  colonel  Pinckney  of 
the  fifth,  and  major  Barnard  of  the  14th,  who  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  the  officer-like  style  in  which  he  con- 
ducted his  battalion.  The  enemy  were  compelled  to  a  pre- 
cipitate retreat,  and  hid  themselves  once  more  behind  their 
fortifications. 

Brigadier-general  Bissell  particularly  mentions  the  skill 
and  intrepidity  of  colonel  Snelling,  inspector-general,  colo- 
nel Pinckney,  commanding  the  fifth  regiment,  major  Bar- 
nard, 14th  infantn^,  major  Barker,  45th  infantry,  acting  with 
the  fifth,  captain  Dorm  an,  captain  Allison  (whose  horse  was 
shot  under  him),  and  brigade-major  lieutenant  Prestman,  of 
the  fifth.  Lieutenant  Anspaugh,  of  dragoons,  was  conspicu- 
ous by  his  alertness  in  communicating  the  brigadier-gen eraPs 
orders  during  the  action.  It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction, 
that  the  commanding  i^eneral  tenders  to  the  brave  officers  and 
troops  of  the  second  brigade  of  the  right  division,  his  thanks 
for  their  good  conduct  on  this  occasion.  The  firmness  of  the 
15th  and  16th  regiments  commanded  by  colonel  Pierce,  and 
who  were  posted  as  a  reserve,  proved,  that  had  the  resistance 
of  the  enemy  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  going  into  ac- 
tion, they  would  have  emulated  the  valour  of  the  command- 
ers of  the  fifth  and  14th.  A  number  of  prisoners  were  taken, 
among  whom  was  a  picket  of  dragoons  with  their  horses;  a 
large  quantity  of  grain  also  fell  into  our  hands.  The  briga- 
dier, after  completing  the  orders  he  had  received,  and  bury- 
ing the  few  of  our  brave  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  action,  and 
the  dead  of  the  enemy,  which  were  left  on  the  ground  by  the 
latter,  returned  to  Black  Creek.  To  the  cool  and  intrepid 
conduct  of  brigadier-general  Bissell,  the  general  offers  the 
praise  he  has  so  justly  entitled  himself  to. 

By  order  of  major-general  Izard. 

C.  K.  GARDNER, 
Adjutant-general^  northern  ar^ny. 

Sir,  Camp^  Frenchman's  Creek^  October  22, 1 8 1 4. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  in  obedience  to  vour  or- 
ders of  the  18th  instant,  I  proceeded  with  about  900  men  of 
my  brigade,  a  company  of  riflemen  under  captain  Irvine,  and 
a  small  party  of  dragoons  under  lieutenant  Anspaugh,  by  very 
bad  roads  and  creeks,  the  bridges  over  which  were  broken 
down,  to  Cook's  mills,  on  Lyon's  Creek,  a  branch  of  the 
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Chippewa,  and  encamped  for  the  night:  near  that  place  the 
eDemy  had  stationed  a  militia  picket  of  twenty  men,  com- 
manded by  a  captain^  who  made  their  escape  on  our  approach, 
the  captain  excepted,  who  was  taken.  Their  picket  of  regu- 
lars found  at  this  place  was  driven  in,  and  I  threw  across  at 
that  place  (the  only  one  at  which  it  was  practicable)  the  two 
elite  companies  under  captain  Dorman,  fifth,  and  lieutenant 
Horrel,  16th  infantn^,  and  the  riflemen  under  captain  Irvine; 
our  advanced  picket  on  the  Chippewa  road,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  Gassaway,  was  attacked  in  the  night  by  two  com- 
panies of  the  Glengary  light  infantry,  who  were  beaten  oflf 
-with  the  loss  of  one  man  only.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force;  from  the  best  infor- 
mation amounting  to  more  than  1200  men,  composed  of  the 
92d  and  srth  regiments  of  foot,  detachments  of  the  100th, 
104th,  the  Glengary  light  infantry,  a  few  dragoons,-  and 
rocketteers,  and  one  piece  of  artiller}^;the  whole  commanded 
by  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  colonel  of  the  100th. 

The  light  corps  under  captain  Dorman,  and  Irvine's  rifle- 
men, sustained  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy  for  about  fifteen 
minutes,  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  until  the  other  troops 
were  formed  and  brought  to  their  support. 

The  fifth  regiment  under  colonel  Pinckney,  aided  by  ma- 
jor 3aker  of  the  45th  attached  to  that  regiment,  was  ordered 
to  skirt  the  woods  and  turn  the  enemy's  righ^  flank,  and  if 
possible  to  cut  off  the  piece  of  artillery. 

Major  Bernard  with  the  14th  was  ordered  at  the  same 
time  to  form  in  front,  advance  to  support  the  light  troops  and 
charge  the  artillery:  the  15th  regiment  under  Major  Grind- 
age,  and  I6th  under  colonel  Pierce,  were  ordered  to  act  as 
circumstances  might  require. 

The  well-directed  fire  of  the  elite  corps,  riflemen,  and  gal- 
lant charge  of  the  14th,  soon  compelled  the  enemy  to  give 
ground,  and  on  discovering  that  his  right  flank  was  turned 
by  the  intrepid  move  of  the  fifth  under  colonel  Pinckney,  he 
retreated  in  Jhe  utmost  confusion,  leaving  some  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prisoners;  we  pursued  to  a  ravine  some  distance  from 
the  scene  where  the  action  commenced;  not  knowing  the 
ground,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  push  them  further;  but 
sdon  after  reconnoitred  the  country,  and  discovered  they  had 
retreated  to  their  strong  hold  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  about 
seven  miles  distance. 

To  the  oflScers  ^nd  men  engaged,  great  credit  is  due  for 
their  zeal  and  intrepidity,  and  to  those  who  had  not  an  op- 
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portunity  to  come  into  action,  for  the  promptitude  with  which 
they  obeyed  our  orders.    All  did  their  duty— but  the  hand- 
some manner  in  which  major  Bernard  brought  his  regiment 
into  action,  and  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  elite,  under  cap-    ' 
tain  Dorman,  deserve  particular  notice.  I  am  much  indebted 
to  that  distinguished  officer  colonel  Snelling,  inspector-ge- 
neral, for  his  able  services  through  the  action,  and  miich 
praise  is  due  to  my  aid,  captain  Allison  (whose  hors'b  was 
shot  under  him),  and  brigade  major  Prestman,  for  their  in- 
trepid and  useful  services  in  every  situation.    Lieutenant 
Anspaugh,  of  the  dragoons,  rendered  me  much  service  in 
communicating  my  orders.    It  is  justly  due,  and  I  must  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  every  officer  and  private  behaved  wiA 
that  skill  and  gallantr} ,  which  will  do  honour  to  the  Ameri- 
can nrms.  We  found  in  the  mills  at  that  place,  about  150  or 
200  bushels  of  wheat,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  I  or- 
dered to  be  destroyed.  The  enemy  having  retreated  to  his 
batteries  on  the  Chippewa,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
returned,  leaving  the  causeways,  bridges,  &c.  entire.  I  annex 
for  your  Information,  a  return  of  killed  and  wounded. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  BISSELL, 

Brigadter-generd 

Myor^generai  George  Izard,  commanding  northern  army* 

N.  B.  Acute  nervous  attacks  must  be  my  apology  for  the 
delay  and  imperfections  of  this  report.  / 

D.  B. 

Report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  second  brigade^  unJer 

the  command  of  brigadier-general  Bissell,  in  the  ajfmr  aj 

the  19th  October,  1814. 

Fifth  regiment— killed,  5  privates;  wounded,  1  captain,  1 
subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  1  corporal,  9  privates — -total,  19. 

Fourteenth  regiment — ^killt d,  1  Serjeant,  6  privates;  wound- 
ed, 1  subaltern,  2  corporals,  16  privates — total,  26. 

Twelfth  regiment — ^wounded,  1  private— total,  1. 

Sixteenth  regiment — wounded,  1  subaltern,  1  serjeant,  1 
corporal,  6  privates,  1  prisoner — total,  10. 

Riflemen-— wounded,  I  subaltern,  2  corporals,  8  privatci^- 
.  total,  11. 

Grand  total— killed,  wounded^  and  missing,  67* 

Names  of  the  oficers  wounded. 
Fifth  r«gimeDU-*captain  Bell,  ensign  Whitehead>  severely. 


. » 
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Fourteenth  regiment — ^lieutenant  Be<iket^  severely. 
Sixteenth  regiment — ^lieutenant  Thomas,  slightly. 
Kiflemen — ^lieutenant  Spurr,  severely. 

7opy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Brown  to  the  Secretary 
ofJVar^  dated  Head-^iarters^  Fort  Erie^  September  20, 1 814* 

Among  the  officers  lost  to  this  army  in  the  battle  of  Nia- 
;aura  Falls,  ivas  my  aid-de*camp,  captain  Ambrose  Spencer^ 
rho,  being  mortally  wounded,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the- 
:nemy.  By  flags  from  the  British  army,  I  was  shortly  aftcr- 
rards  assured  of  his  convalescence,  and  an  offer  was  made 
ne  by  lieutenant-general  Drummond  to  exchange  him  for 
lis  own  aid,  captain  Loring,  then  a  prisoner  of  war  witk 
1S.V  However  singular  this  proposition  appeared,  as  captaim 
Lioring  was  not  wounded,  nor  had  received  the  slightest  ih- 
ury^  I  was  willing  to  comply  with  it  on  captain  Spencer's  ac- 
:ount;  but  as  I  knew  his  wounds  were  severe,  I  first  sent  t% 
I8€ertain  the  fact  of  his  being  then  living.  My  messenger, 
leith  a  flag,  was  detained,  nor  even  once  permitted  to  see  cap- 
tain Spencer,  though  in  his  immediate  vicinity.  The  evidence 
[  wished  to  acquire  failed,  but  my  regard  for  captain  Spencer 
Gfould  not  permit  me  longer  to  delay,  and  I  informed  gene- 
ral Drumxpond  that  his  aid  should  be  exchanged  even  for 
the  body  of  mine.  This  offer  was,  no  doubt,  gladly  accept- 
ed, and  the  corpse  of  captain  Spencer  sent  to  the  Americaa 
shore. 

Indignant,  as  I  am,  at  this  ungenerous  procedure,  I  yet 
hold  myself  bound  in  honour  to  lieutenant-general  Drum- 
mond to  return  captain  Loring;  and  must,  therefore,  earnestly 
solicit  of  you  his  immediate  release.  He  can  return  to  lieu- 
teoant-general  Drummond  by  the  way  of  Montreal. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Honourable  James  Monroe^  secretary  of  war* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Brown  to  General  Drummond^ 

August  2d^  1814. 
Sir, 

A  letter  said  to  be  dictated  by  you«  but  signed  by  lieute« 
nant-colonel  Harvey  has  been  laid  before  me.  As  it  was  pro- 
posed to  change  your  aid  for  mine,  I  desired  first  to  ascertain  if 
my  aid  yet  lived.  But  as  it  appears  my  flag  sent  direct  from 
the  American  shore,  for  the  purpose^of  ascertaining  the  fsict^ 
has  been  detaiqed^  I  wave  the  objection  that  induced  Wf 
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mind  at  the  time  the  proposal  was  received.  Send  me  tlic 
bodv  of  my  aid  captain  Spencer,  by  his  brother,  if  he  is  dead, 
and  your  aid  capiain  Loring  shall  be  returned  to  you.  If  cap- 
tain Spencer  is  not  dead,  any  attention  that  you  will  cause  to 
be  paid  to  him,  will  l)e  gratefully  acknowledged;  but  I  do  not 
detir^  to  hive  him  removed  until  it  can  be  done  with  safety, 
as  his  life  is  dear  to  me.  Of  this,  however,  I  am  willing  Us 
brother  should  be  the  judge;  and  you  can  pass  him  by  Ac 
front,  the  flank  or  the  rear  of  your  arrhy,  as  may  6y  you  be 
deemed  most  prudent  and  proper.  The  favour  I  ask  is^liiat 
Mr.  Spencer  may  be  so  far  indulged  as  to  be  allowed  tascc 
his  brother,  and  if  dead  to  collect  his  effects. 
Very  respectfully  your  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  JACOB  SHOWN, 

Major-general 

Lieutenant-general  Drummond, 

Copy  of  the  reply  of  General  Drummond* 

British  Head- ^tarter s^  camp  before  Erte^  August  5tii» 
Sir, 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  has  justbccn 
reported  to  me  that  captain  Spencer  died  this  forenooir.  He 
had  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  having  had  his  brother 
with  him  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Spencer  with  the  corpse  of  captain  Spenceir  shall  be 
sent  over  to  Schlosser,  when  I  shall  expect  the  fulfilment  on 
your  part  of  your  promise  to  send  back  captain  Loring. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  respectful  consideration, 
vour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  GORDON  DRUMMOND, 

Lieutenant'generd* 
His  excellency  major-general  Brown^  U.  S,  army* 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Adjutant-GeneraVs  office^  Montreal^  December  \st^  1814. 
In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  cJimpaign  on  the  Nia- 
gara frontier,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  lieutenant- 
general  Drumtnond,  from  its  commencement  to  its  close,  the 
"Cbtilmander  of  the  forces  is  called  on  most  highly  to  com- 
itietid  and  notice,  the  spirit  of  enterprize  with  which  every 
Opportuiiity  to  annoy  or  repulse  the  enemy,  has  been  seized, 
^tid  the  avidity  with  which  they  were  followed  up,  as  far  as 
lite  prudent, 
liu  ekocUehi^ylHis  marked  with  admiration  the  patient,  but 
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determined  endurance  of  harassing  fatigue,  aggravated  by 
circumstances  of  particular  privation,  being  exposed  without 
shelter  to  an  almost  incessant  deluge,  which  left  not  the  tired 
soldier  a  single  spot  of  dry  ground  to  resi  his  wearied  limbs; 
but  it  is  more  particularly  in  the  close  of  the  campaign,  that 
the  sterling  qualities  of  the  British  soldier  were  conspicuously 
^splayed.  In  the  approaching  prospect  of  a  general  action, 
all  hardships  and  past  sufferings  were  forgotten;  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  despised,  and  confident  in  the  result  which 
tried  courage  and  discipline  must  command,  the  threatened 
attack  was  invited  with  that  intrepid  undaunted  countenance, 
that  the  enemy  shrunk  from  and  retired  to  his  own  shore, 
sacrificing  the  arduous  labours  of  many  months,  and  bringing 
the  campaign  to  a  conclusion  highly  honourable  to  the  right 
division.. 

Thus  the  enemy's  annual  attempt  to  invade  the  Upper 
iProvince,  has  once  more  recoiled  on  him  with  increased  dis- 
honour in  proportion  to  his  means.  By  the  command  of  both 
lakes,  Ontario  and  Erie,  the  American  government  was  en- 
abled to  concentrate  on  the  Niagara  frontier  the  whole  of  its 
disposable  force  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  success  to  its 
schemes  of  subjugation. 

The  horde  of  mounted  Kentuckians  under  general  M*  Ar» 
thur,  did  not  make  its  appearance  until  the  enemy  were  re- 
tiring from  Fort  Erie  to  their  own  shore.  It  was  checked  in 
its  attempt  to  pass  the  Grand  River,  by  a  detachment  of  the 
103d  regiment,  and  a  band  of  Indian  warriors,  and  its  retreat 
has  been  followed  by  a  detachment  of  the  19th  light  dra- 
goons, conducted  by  an  officer  of  the  quarter- master- general's 
department.  Its  course  is  marked  by  wanton  plunder,  de- 
vastation, and  indiscriminate  pillage.  It  is  to  be  lamented 
that  the  rapid  movement  of  the  marauders  has  screened 
them  from  the  punishment  due  to  a  course  of  lawless  con- 
duct equally  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  the 
usages  of  war. 

It  will  prove  a  most  grateful  duty  to  the  commander  of  the 
forces  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  the  able  support  he  has  experienced  in  the  talents  and 
exertions  of  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  and  in  transmit- 
ting the  reports  of  that  officer,  which  record  in  detail  the 
most  honourable  testimony  of  the  ready  assistance  he  has 
received  from  the  generals,  and  other  officers  and  troops 
serving  with  the  right  division,  particularly  the  cordial  co- 
operation, and  the  gallant  and  most  useful  exertions  of  cap- 
tain Dobbs  of  the  royal  navy,  and  the  officers  and  seamen 
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placed  under  his  command,  as  well  as  other  remarkable  in- 
stances of  zeal  and  bravery  which  have  been  displayed  by 
corps  and  individuals,  and  have  attracted  the  applause  of  the 
lieutenant-general* 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

AdjuUxnt'general^  JVT.  A» 

GENKRAL  ORDER. 

Adjutant-Gene f  a^ti  office^  Montreal,  6th  December^  1814* 
The  comm  mdcr  of  the  forces  has  received  instractions 
from  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Bathurst,  one  of.  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  to  announce .  to  the 
troops  serving  undi-r  his  command,  the  gracious  intention 
of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  after  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  in  consequence  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
to  grant  to  a  certain  portion  of  each  regiment,  to  which  num- 
ber those  who  have  families  are  to  be  first  reckoned,  and 
who  are  desirous  of  settling  in  the  Canadas,  grants  of  lands, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  acres  to  each  person,  in  eligible 
situations,  and  that  those  whose  families  are  in  Europe  will 
be  sent  to  join  them  in  this  country  at  the  expense  of  the 
public. 

His  royal  highness  has  been  further  graciously  pleased  to 
sigpiify,his  munificent  intention  to  continue  for  a  period  the 
issue  of  rations,  and  moreover  to  supply  implements  of  hus- 
bandry, either  gratis  or  at  a.  reduced  price,  as  the  circum- 
stances and  necessities  of  the  settlers  mav  require. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

AdjutarU'genertUy  N*  A* 


EXPEDITION  OF  GENERAL  M^ARTHUR. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  M^  Arthur^  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  Wary  dated  Head-Barters^  eighth  military  dw- 
trict^  Detroit^  iSth  November^  1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  you  the  safe  return  of 
the  mounted  troops  to  this  place  on  the  l^th  instant. 

In  a  former  communication,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  the  mounted  volunteers  were  marched  in  this, di- 
rection in  consequence  of  the  regular  troops  having  been 
withdrawn,  and  the  apprehensions  that  were  entertained  for 
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the  safety  of  this  territory,  of  which  I  was  advised  by  his 
excellency  governor  Cass. 

The  militia  detached  froni  Kentucky  and  Ohio  having  ar- 
rived, they  were  assigned  for  the^  immediate  protection  of 
this  place;  it  was  then  deemed  expedient,  from  the  ardour  and 
-species  of  the  force,  that  the  mounted  volunteers  should  be 
actively  employed  in  the  territory  of  the  enemy,  with  a  view 
to  destroy  their  resources,  and  ultimately  paralize  any  ef- 
forts which  might  be  made  against  this  place  during, the 
winter. 

The  valuable  mills  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Grand  River,  furnished  large  supplies  to  the  army 
in  the  peninsula;  their  destruction  was  desirable.  To  that  ef- 
fect the  mounted  troops,  consisting  of  six  hundred  volunteers, 
fifty  United  States  rangers,  and  seventy  Indians,  were  put  in 
motion  on  the  22d  of  October,  to  pursue  the  route  along  the 
western  shore  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  pass  into  the  enemy's  * 
territory  near  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

The  real  object  of  the  expedition  was  masked  by  the  ge- 
neral impression,  th;^t  it  was  destined  against  the  Indian  towns  -x 
H  Saguina.  To  favour  that  idea,  boats  were  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  artillery,  to  be  conveyed  through  Lake  St.  Clair, 
up  that  river  into  Lake  Huron,  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
mounted  troops  in  the  attack.  The  boats  were,  however,  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  horses  across 
the  river  St*  Clair  and  Bear  Creek,  which  empties  into  Bel- 
doon  River.  This  movement  was  absolutely  necessary  to  se- 
cure that  secrecy  to  the  expedition  which  could  alone  render 
it  successful*  AH  military  movements  in  this  direction  are 
rapidly  communicated  to  the  enemy  from  Sandwich  and  this 
place;  it  was  therefore  deemed  improper  to  pass  the  troops 
across  this  river,  but  to  proceed  over  the  river  St.  Clair, 
down  to  the  Scotch  settlement  on  the  B'ldoon,  up  Bear 
Creek  about  30  miles,  and  across  to  thv'  Moravian  towns,  a 
few  miles  above  the  lower  setdrment  on  the  Thames,  where 
the  detachment  arrived  on  tht-  3()th  of  October. 

We  were  very  fortunate  at  this  place  in  taking  a* Serjeant 
•♦  the  British  service,  who  was  proceeding  to  Burlington,  with 
the  information  that  ihe  detachment  had  passed  into  the  ene- 
my's territory*  The  capture  of  this  Serjeant  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  "Long  Woods,'*  between  the  Moravian  towns 
and  Delaware,  enabled  us  to  reach  the  latter  place  undis- 
covered* On  our  approach,  the  rangers  were  detached  to 
move  across  the  Xhaipes  below  the  settlement,  pass  in  the 
rear  of  it  and  guard  the  different  roads  leading  into  the  inte- 
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rior,  whilst  the  troops  were  engaged  in  swimming  their  horaisi       j 
and  transporting  their  buggage  on. rafts.  ! 

We  were  thus  enabled  to  arrive  at  the  town  of  Oxford,  one  | 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant  from  Detroit,  before  the  in- 
habitants knew  that  a  force  was  approaching.  They  were  pro- 
mised protection  to  their  persons  and  property,  uponcondi*' 
tion  that  they  remain*  d  peaceably  at  their  respective  home3f  . 
otherwise,  they  were  assure.d  that  their  property  should  b^ 
destroyed. 

However,  notwithstanding  this  injunction,  and  the  sacked       *! 
obligations  of  a  previous  parole,  two  of  the  inhabitants  es-       j 
caped  to  Burford  with  the  intelligence  of  our  arrivaL  Thdr       \ 
property,  consisting  of  two  dwelling-houses,  two  bams^  and 
one  shop,  were  instantly  consumed. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  the  fifth  instant,  the  detachment  | 
proceeded  to  Burford,  where  we  were  informed  that  the  mi- 
litia had  been  embodied  about  ten  days  previously  to  our  ftf- 
rival,  in  consequence  of  reports  received  from  Sandwich,  that 
an  expedition  was  expected  to  move  from  Detroit  jigsunst 
Burlington. 

A  few  hours  before  our  arrival,  the  enemy  retreated  from 
Burford  to  Malcolm's  mills,  ten  miles  distant,  on  the  road 
leading  from  Dover  to  Burlington,  where  they  were  joined 
by  the  militia  from  Long  Point. 

It  was  my  intention  to  cross  (jrand  River  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, without  regarding  the  militia  collected  at  Malcolm's 
mills,  and  attack  Burlington.  To  my  great  mortification,  up- 
on our  arrival  at  the  river,  we  found  it  high  and  rapid  from 
the  late  excessive  rains,  and  learned  that  general  Brown  had 
re-crossed  the  Niagara,  leaving  only  a  strong  garrison  h 
Fort  Erie.  No  means  were  presented  of  even  passing  the  li-  ) 
ver  in  rafts,  and  had  it  been  effected,  upon  our  return,  the 
militia,  contemptible  as  they  were,  might  have-been  encour- 
aged to  attack  when  a  rapid  river  divided  us.  Major  Muir, 
with  about  fifty  Indians  and  fifty  militia,  was  preparing  to 
contest  the  passage.  A  battery  was  also  erecting  as  was  un- 
derstood for  three  pieces  of  artillery,  distant  twelve  miles  on 
the  road  from  Burlington.  • 

These  considerations  presented  serious  objections  to  any 
attempts  to  pass  the  river;  it  was  also  due  to  the  past  suffer- 
ings and  the  future  safety  of  the  gallant  detachment  under 
my  command,  that  a  direction  should  be  given  to  Its  move- 
ments, calculated  to  afford  compensation  for  the  former  and 
secure  the  latter. 

It  was  therefore  determined  upon  to  attack  and  defeat  or 
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iisperse  the  militia  at  Malcolm's  mills,  move  down  the  Long 
Point  road  through  the  Grand  River  settlement,  destroy  the 
valuable  mills  in  that  quarter,  and  then  return  to  our  territory, 
rither  by  a  movement  across  Grand  River  at  the  mouth  to 
?ort  Erie,  or  along  Talbot's  street  to  the  Thames. 

To  that  effect,  a  detachment  was  directed  to  remain  and 
^ngage  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  whilst  the  principal  force 
ihouid  be  withdrawn  and  marched  to  Malcolm's  mills.  We 
bund  the  enemy,  consisting  of  four  or  five  hundred  militia, 
md  a  few  Indians,  fortified  on  commanding  ground  beyond 
i  creek,  deep  and  difficult  of  passage,  except  at  a  bridge  im- 
nediately  in  front  of  their  works,  which  had  been  destroyed. 
A.rrangements  were  made  for  a  joint  attack  on  the  front  and 
•ear.  The  Ohio  troops,  with  the  advance-guard  and  Indians, 
mrcrc  accordingly  thrown  across  the  creek  under  cover  of  a 
thick  wood,  to  approach  the  enemy  in  rear,  whilst  the  Ken- 
tucky troops  were  to  attack  in  front  as  soon  as  the  attention 
dF  the  enemy  was  engaged  by  the  attack  in  the  rear.  I'he 
enemy  would  have  been  completely  surprised  and  captured, 
had  not  an  unfortunate  veil  by  our  Indians  announced  the 
approach  of  the  detachment  destined  to  attack  their  rear; 
they  were,  however,  defeated  and  dispersed,  with  the  loss  in 
the  skirmishes  on  that  day  of  one  captain  and  seventeen  pri- 
vates killed,  nine  privates  wounded,  and  three  captains,  five 
subalterns,  and  one  hundred  and  three  privates  made  prison- 
ers; whilst  our  loss  was  only  one  killed  and  six  wounded. 
Early  on  the  7th  instant  the  enemy  were  pursued  on  the 
road  to  Dover,  many  made  prisoners,  and  five  valuable  mills 
destroyed. 

Apprehensive  that  the  troops  could  not  be  supplied  on  the 
route  to  Fort  Erie,  and  that  difficulties  would  occur  in  the 
passage  of  Grand  River,  together  with  the  uncertainty  which 
existed  as  to  the  position  of  our  army  below,  I  was  induced 
on  the  8th  instant  to  commence  my  return  to  this  place  by 
the  way  of  Talbot  street  and  the  Thames;  which  was  happily 
effected  on  the  17th  instant. 

In  this  excursion,  the  resources  of  the  enemy  have  been 
essentially  impaired,  and  the  destruction  of  the  valuable  mills 
in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  River,  employed  in  the  support  of 
the  army  in  the  peninsula,  tog-ether  with  the  consumption  of 
the  forage  and  provisions  necessary  for  the  troops,  has  added 
to  the  barrier  heretofore  interposed  by  an  extensive  and 
swampy  frontier,  against  any  attempts  which  va^h^'Hx^^^ 
this  winter  in  the  direction  of  Detroit.  /  O'^  *  '    '^^A 
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With  the  exception  of  nine  thousand  rations,  and  eight 
hundred  hushels  of  forage,  the  detachment  subsisted  en- 
tirely on  the  enem\ .  Of  private  propt- rty  no  more  was  de- 
stroyed than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
troops,  for  which  regular  payments  or  receipts  were  given. 
It  is,  however,  much  to  be  regretted,  that  there  were  some 
partial  abuses,  produced  by  the  unfortunate  examples  pre- 
sented by  the  Indians,  whose  customs  in  war  impel  them  to 
plunder  after  victory;  but  for  this  blemish  there  was  some 
excuse  in  their  correct  and  gall-.nit  conduct  btfore  andduring 
battle.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  know,  that  they  were  forgetiul 
of  the  atrocious  dctds  committed  by  the  Indians  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy;  neither  the  innocent  or  disarmed  hwc 
been  massacred  or  molested. 

The  honourable  deportment  of  the  chiefs  Lewis,  Wolfe, 
and  Civil  John,  was  truly  animating  to  all  the  troops. 

It  was  essential  to  the  progress  of  the  expedition  that  the 
horses  of  individuals  should  be  taken  to  supply  the  place  of 
jhose  that  were  disabled  and  lost  on  the  march — ^in  all  cases 
receipts  were  given. 

The  Michigan  militia  were  invited  to  accompany  us  on  the 
expedition;  not  more  than  twenty  accepted  it — of  those,  six 
deserted  near  Delaware,  and  the  remainder  were  permitted 
to  return  on  the  next  day.  Lieutenant  Hudand,  of  captain 
Audrain's  company  of  rangers  from  Detroit,  was  distinguish- 
ed for  zeal  and  intrepidity. 

The  patriotic  volunteers  under  my  command  have  just 
claims  on  the  gratitude  of  their  country,  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  they  tendered  their  services  with  no  other  assur- 
ance than  the  approbation  which  always  attends  disinterested 
sacrifices;  that  they  have  performed  much  severe  duty  at  an 
inclement  season,  through  an  extensive  and  swampy  district, 
frequently  intersected  with  deep  and  rapid  rivers;  that  they 
have  penetrated  two  hundred  miles  into  the  enemy's  territo- 
ry, destroyed  two  Hundred  stand  of  arms,  together  with  five 
of  their  most  valuable  mills;  paroUedor  dispersed  the  greater 
portion  of  the  efficient  militia  of  that  part  of  Upper  Canada, 
west  of  Grand  Kivtr,andthe  whole  detachment  has  relumed 
in  safety  to  this  place  with  the  exception  of  one  killed. 

The  ardour  which  the  troops  alwa\s  evinced  when  they  ex- 
pected to  meet  the  enemy  was  not  more  conspicuous  or  praise- 
worthy than  .he  cheeriulncs.s  with  which  they  conformed  to 
the  rules  of  military  propriety.  I'he  officers  and  privates  of 
fhe  detachment,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  merited  my 
wa!:mest  approbation* 
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I  was  much  indebted  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  displayed 
on  all  occasions  by  major  Dudley,  commanding  the  Ken- 
^ucky  battalion,  and  was  ably  assisted  by  the  zeal  and  assi- 
duity of  doctor  Turner  of  the  seventeenth  infantr\'— iCaptaii^ 
Bradford  of  the  ninieenth  infantry — my  brigade-major,  al* 
ready  distinguished  at  Fort  Meigs  and  fehoopcaw,  is  entitled 
to  my  sincere  thanks  for  his  exertions  under  every  difficulty, 
and  I  have  the  support  of  the  troops  in  assuring  you,  sir, 
that  to  the  military  talents,  activity,  and  intelligence  of  major 
Todd,  who  acted  as  my  adjutant-general,  much  of  the  for- 
tunate progress  and  issue  of  the  expedition  is  attributable^^ 
and  I  cheerfully  embrace  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the 
important  services  which  he  has  at  all  times  rendered  me 
whilst  in  command  of  the  district.  His  various  merits  jusdy 
entitle  him  to  the  notice  of  the  government, 

I  hav6  the  honour  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant^ 

D.  M'AR  rHUR. 

Brigadier-g-eneral^  U,  S.  army^  convnandtng^ 
Hon*  y antes  Monroe^  secretary  of  xvar^  Washington. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head'i^tarters^  St/i  Military  District^ 
Detroit^  November  \%th^  1814. 

The  commanding  general  congratulates  the  gallant  volun- 
teers under  his  command,  upon  their  safe  return,  and  the 
fortunate  issue  to  the  expedition.  He  acknowledges  with  equal 
pride  and  pleasure  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  troops;  so 
conspicuously  displayed  in  their  patriotism  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  their  patience  under  every  difficulty,  and  in  the  en- 
thusiasm which  pervaded  all  ranks,  when  they  expected  to 
meet  the  enemy. 

Circumstances  beyond  military  controul,  and  in  their  na- 
ture calculated  to  reflect  on  the  fidelitv  of  the  citizens,  on 
both  sides  of  this  river,  rendered  a  movement  around  Lake 
St.  Clair  absolutely  necessarv  to  the  success  of  the  expedi* 
tion.  This  necessity  exposed  the  troops  to  many  difficulties 
and  hardships,  in  wading  frequently  along  the  shores  of  the 
lake;  in  the  passage  of  several  deep  and  rapid  rivers,  some- 
times without  boats,  and  on  all  occasions  encountering 
swamps.  They  have  the  consolation,  however,  to  know,  that 
they  have  performed  a  route  of  more  than  four  hundred 
miles,  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  which  is  a  wilderness,  and 
a  considerable  part  of  that  distance  too  without  any  road.— « 
The  detachment  consisting  of  not  more  than  seven  hundred 
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and  twenty  effectives,  penetrated  two  hundred  miles  into  the 
enemv's  territory;  destroyed  upwards  of  two  hundred  stand 
of  arms,  defeated  and  dispersed  four  or  five  hundred  of  their 
militia,  enLampcd  in  a  strong  position,  with  a  loss  on  their 
part,  in  the  skirmishes  of  the  6ih  instant,  at  Grand  River,  and 
Malcolm's  mills,  of  1  captain  and  17  privates  killed, and 9 pri- 
vates wounded,  and  3  captains,  5 subalterns, and  103 privates 
made  prisoners  during  the  action  and  on  the  retreat,  whilst 
our  loss  was  only  1  killed  and  6  wounded.  165  militia  were 
paroled. 

As  the  best  evidence  of  the  secrecy  and  rapidity  of  the  ex- 
pedition, the  detachment  was  ena!)led,  in  despite  of  treason 
and  stratagem,  to  enter  the  town  of  Oxford,  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles  in  the  enemy's  country,  before  the  inhabitants 
were  apprized  that  a  force  was  approaching.  The  resources 
of  the  enemy  have  been  essentially  affected  by  the  fact,  that 
the  detachment  subsisted  entirely  upon  them;  this  circuni- 
stance,  together  with  the  destruction  of  the  five  valuable  mills 
in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  River,  which   were  employed  in  the 
support  of  the  army  in  the  peninsula,  will  present  obstacles 
to  any  attempts  during  the  winter  against  this  place.    These 
important  objects  have   been  effected,  and  the  detachment 
lias  returned  in  complete  safet}',  with  the  exception  of  one 
killed. 

The  health  of  the  troops  was  also  unexampled;  and  the 
unexpected  rise  in  Grand  River  alone  prevented  a  visit  to 
Burlington  Heights,  the  head-quarters  of  the  province,  dis- 
tant only  25  miles. 

The  ardour  and  firmness  manifested  by  the  troops  when- 
ever they  expected  to  meet  the  enemy,  was  not  n^re  con- 
spicuous than  the  cheerfulness  with  which  ihey  obeyed  orders, 
whilst  the  difficulties  they  encounttred  can  only  be  known  to 
those  who  participated  in  them.  In  representing  the  merits 
of  the  gallant  corps,  and  the  assistance  afforded  by  each  in 
their  respective  stations,  particular  credit  is  due  to  that  zea- 
lous and  intelligent   officer,   major    Dudley,  and  his    staff, 
especially  to  the  activity  of  adjutant  Berry:  the  good  conduct 
of  captains  Simpson,  Moore,  M'Clenny,  and  Lancaster;  lieu- 
tenants Caldwell  and  M'Clain;  ensigns  Clark  and  Whitaker, 
and  Serjeants  Fry  and  Sopes,  all  of  the  Kcvitucky  battalion. 
Particular  notice  is  also  due  to  the  activity  of  adjutant  Wood 
and  Dr.  Chapez,  of  the  Ohio  battalion;  to  captain  Murray  of 
the  Ohio  cavalry,  captain  Camj)bell,  and  lieutenant  EJlis  of 
the  Ohio  battahon.  The  general  regrets  that  captain  Dcwitt  of 
that  corps,  in  the  skirmish  at  MjUcolm's  mills,  did  not  am- 
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mate  his  command  by  lii$  example;  and  that  qiiarter^master 
Crouch  of  the  Kentucky  battalion  possessed  no  other  inilitary 
qualification  than  zeal. 

The  exertions  of  quarter-master  Conner  were  dulv  appre- 
ciated by  the  detachment  previously  to  its  passage  over  the 
river  St.  Clair,  and  upon  his  return  to  this  place,  that  depart- 
ment was  afterwards  well  conducted  by  acting  quarter-mas- 
ter Reed.   Dr.  Turner,  of  the  1 7th  infantry,  rendered  many 
important  services,  and  much  is  due  to  the  activity,  zeal,  and 
intelligence  displayed  by  captain  Bradford  of  the  19th  infan- 
try, brigade  major,  already  distinj^uished  for  his  gallantry  in 
the  north,  as  well  as  the  south    Lieutenant  Kayburn  and  Ser- 
jeant Martin  of  the  United  States  rangers,  supported  the 
character  which  that  corps  has  established  for  i)raverv  and 
enterprize.  The  honourable  deportment  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
Lewis,  Wolfe,  and  Civil   John,  and   interpreter  Anthony 
Shane,  was  truly  animating  to  all  the  troops. 

The  mounted  troops  will  be  mustered  with  all  practicable 
despatch,  discharged  and  returned  to  the  interior  by  com- 
panies. 

The  commanding  general  returns  his  most  unfeigned 
thanks  to  the  volunteers  under  his  command,  and  in  takinfg 
leave  of  troops,  so  much  deserving  his  confidence,  begs  them 
to  be  assured  that  he  will  never  cease  to  cherish  a  lively  re- 
collection of  their  services,  with  a  hope  that  they  may  return 
in  safety  to  their  respective  homes,  to  enjoy  the  society  of 
their  families,  and  the  just  gratitude  of  their  country-. 

By  command. 

C.  S.  TODD, 
Acting  adjutant- general. 


AXERTCAN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  CAPTURE  OF 
WASHINGTON,  AND  OF  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  BRITISH 
SqjJADRON  IN  THE  CHESAPEAKE,  IMMEDIATELY  PRECED- 
ING AND  SUBSEqUENT  TO  THAT  EVENT. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Joshua  Barney^  Esq.  commandm^  the 
United  States  Flotilla  in  the  Chesapeake^  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy^  dated  Patuxent^  June  3d^  1814. 
On  the  1st  instant  at  6  A.  M.  we  got  under  way  from  this 
place.  At  9  the  galley  and  look-out  boat  signaled  the  enemy, 
a  brig  and  schooner  below  us,  the  wind  light  from  the  north- 
ward and  inclined  to  calm;  we  gave  chase,  sails  and  oars,  and 
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came  up  with  them  very  fast.  On  approaching,  I  found  that 
they  were  two  schooners,  one  a  full  rigged^  showing  nine 
ports  on  a  side,  The\  made  signals  and  fired  guns:  when  off 
St.  Jerome's  we  discovered  a  large  ship  under  way,  and  that 
she  had  despatc  hed  a  number  of  barges  to  the  assistance  of 
the  schooners.  Unfortunately  at  this  time  the  wind  shifted 
to  south-west  and  squally,  which  brought  the  ship  to  wind- 
ward of  us  and  under  a  press  of  sail,  steering  for  Point-Look- 
Out,  of  course  could  cut  off  from  the  Potomac.  I  then  made 
the  signal  for  Patuxeiit,  and  was  followed  by  a  74,  three 
schooners,  and  s«-veral  barges,  with  a  fresh  wind,  squally  and 
rain  (bad  for  mv  boats).  At  4  A.  M.  we  doubled  round  Ce- 
dar Point  in  the  moyth  of  the  river,  the  barges  in  all  sail,  as 
the  wind  had  hauled  to  the  westward,  and  rowed  up  under 
the  weather  shore.  The  Scorpion  worked  in  very  well,  but 
the  gun-boats  being  in  the  rear,  particularly  gun  boat  137 
(with  provisions),  the  enemy's  force  very  little  astern,  find- 
ing I  must  lose  No.  137  or  risk  an  engagement,  I  brought 
the  St  orpion  and  gun- boat  No.  138  to  anthor:  sent  men  on 
board  137  to  row  and  tow  her  in,  the  tide  and  wind  being 
against  us.  Signah  d  my  barges  to  return  and  join  me;  imme- 
diately at  this  moment  No.  138  and  myself  opened  a  fire  on 
the  large  schooner,  who  was  leading  in  with  a  number  of 
barges;  she  immediately  bore  up  and  got  her  boats  ahead  to 
tow  her  off,  mv  barges  rowed  down  upon  her  and  the  other 
schooners,  and  gave  ihem  a  number  of  shot  at  long  distance. 
We  then  ga\  e  up  the  chase,  got  under  way  with  the  Scorpion 
and  gim-boats,and  returned  into  port  with  all  the  flotilla.  Dur- 
ing the  firing  the  enemy  advanced  a  barge  which  threw 
rockets;  but  as  they  cannot  be  directed  with  any  certainty^ 
they  did  no  execution;  but  I  find  they  can  be  thrown  further 
than  we  can  our  shot,  and  conclude  from  this  essay  this  will 
be  their  mode  of  warfiire  against  the  flotilla.  The  74  is  now 
anchored  off  the  mouth  of  this  river,  the  large  schooner  with 
her,  the  barges  play  about  all  day,  the  other  schooners  have 
gone  down  the  bay,  I  presume  for  more  force,  in  which  case 
some  attempt  may  probably  be  made  to  attack  us.  We  lay 
about  three  miL.s  up  the  river  (in  sight),  I  shall  observe  their 
motions  and  net  accordingly.  I  now  regret  not  having  fur- 
nates  for  hot  shot.  In  u  day  or  nvo  I  expect  the  enemy  will 
make  iln  ir  arrange  ments,  and  if  the  troops  that  are  in  this 
neighbourhood  were  ordered  to  this  place,  I  conceive  a  good 
use  might  be  made  oi  them. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Barney  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy^  dated yune  4M,  1814. 
Sir, 

The  bearer  of  the  inclosed,  on  his  way  to  Leonardtown, 
met  major  Stuart,  with  three  hundred  men  of  the  36th,  march- 
ing to  Cedar  Point;  the  major  has  been  with  me. 
.  The  enemy  the  same  as  yesterday,  except  the  return  of  a 
schooner  from  below,  the  weather  thick,  and  blowing  so  that 
I  cannot  well  discover  their  movements.  The  major  sends 
oflf  an  officer  with  letters  to  the  secretary  of  war,  by  whom 
this  goes. 

I  am  just  informed  that  the  enemv  landed  last  evening  at 
Cedar  Point,  carried  off  several  negroes  and  considerable 
stock,  from  a  plantation  belonging  to  Mr.  Sewall. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 
Hon*  William  jfones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Barney  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy^  dated  Patuxent^  St,  Leonardos  Creeks  yune9thj 

1814. 

•*  Since  mine  of  the  3d  and  4th  instant  the  enemy  has  been 
reinforced  with  a  razee  and  a  sloop  of  war  brig;  I  then  mov- 
ed up  to  the  mouth  of  this  creek.  At  5  A.  M.  yesterday,  we 
perceived  one  ship,  a  brig,  two  schooners,  and  15  barges 
coming  up  the  Paiuxent,  the  wind  at  east;  I  got  the  flotilla 
under  way  and  moved  up  the  creek,  about  two  miles,  and 
moored  in  line,  abreast,  across  the  channel,  and  prepared 
for  action.  At  8  A.  M.  the  enemy's  barges  came  up  the 
creek,  a  rocket  barge  was  advanced  upon  us,  we  fired  several 
shot  to  try  the  distance,  which  fell  short. 

I  got  my  barges  (13  in  number),  under  way,  leaving  the 
Scorpion  and  gun -boats  at  anchor,  and  rowed  down.upon 
them,  when  they  precipitately  fled  from  their  position  be- 
hind a  point,  and  sailed  and  rowed  off  with  all  their  means. 

We  pursued  them  until  near  the  shipping,  fired  several 
shot  among  them,  when  we  returned  to  our  moorings.  In 
the  afternoon  they  came  up  again;  again  they  threw  rockets, 
and  were  again  pursued  out  of  the  creek  The  militia  under 
colonel  Taney  are  on  the  alert.  I  am  this  moment  informed 
the  ship  &c.  have  entered  the  mouth  of  the  creek." 
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Extract  ofn  letter  from  Joshua  Barney^  Esq.  commanding  the 
United  States  Flotilla  in  the  Chesapeake^  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navif^  dated  St.  Leonardos  Creeks  ^w^  13,  1814. 
I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the  11th  instant, 
giving  a  short  detail  of  our  action  with  the  enemy  on  the  10th. 
By  information,  they  suffered  much.  The  large  schooner  was 
ncarh  destroyed,  having  several  shot  through  her  at  the  wa- 
ter^s  edge;  her  deck  torn  up,  gun  dismounted,  and  mainmast 
nearh-  cut  off  about  half  way  up,  and  rendered  unservicea- 
ble. She  was  otherwise  much  cut;  they  ran  her  ashore  to 
prevent  her  sinking.  The  commodore's  Jboat  was  cut  in  two; 
a  shot  went  through  the  rocket  boat;  one  of  the  small  schoon- 
ers carrying  two  thirty-two-pounders  had  a  shot  which  raked 
her  from  aft  forward;  the  boats  generally  sujBfered,  but  I 
have  not  ascertained  what  loss  they  sustained  in  men. 

Yesterday  a  gentleman  of  this  county  by  the  name  of  Par- 
ron,  who  lives  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  came  up,  and  said 
that  himself  and  brother  had  been  taken  and  carried  on  board. 
That  he  had  been  landed  from  the  commodore,  to  inform  the  * 
inhabitants  that  if  they  remained  at  home  quietly,  they  should 
not  be  molested,  but  if  on  landing  he  found  their  houses  de- 
serted he  would  burn  them  all,  as  he  had  done  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Patterson,  and  the  bam  of  Mr.  Skinner  (our  purser). 
Saturday  and  yesterday  the  enemy  were  employed  on  the 
Patuxent  River,  in  landing  on  (he  banks  to  plunder  stock, 
&c.;  it  was  on  Saturday  evening  they  burnt  the  property  of 
Mr.  Patterson  and  Skinner.  Mr.  Parron  informs  me  that 
convmodore  Barrie  of  the  Dragon  always  commanded,  and 
is  much  disappointed  at  his  defeats,  for  that  he  had  wrote  to 
admiral  Cockburn,  that  if  the  admiral  would  send  him  a  fii- 
gate  and  brig  he  would  most  assurtdly  destroy  the  flotilla. 
The  frigate  is  the  Acasta,  the  brig  the  Jasseur.  They  left 
only  .200  men,  and  one  small  boat  on  board  the  Dragon,  at 
the  n>outh  of  the  Patuxent,  so  that  there  must  have  been  in 
the  affair  on  Friday  upwards  of  800  men,  they  came  with  a 
band  of  music  playing. 

Copt/  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Barney  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy^  dated  Sunday^  26th  June.,  1814 — 10  A.  M. 
Sir, 

This  morning  at  4  A.  M.  a  combined  attack  of  the  artil- 
lery, marine  corps,  and  flotilla  was  made  upon  the  enemy's 
two  frigates  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  After  two  hours  en- 
gagement they  got  under  way  and  made  sail  down  the  riven 
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They  are  now  warping  round  Point  Patience,  and  I  am  mov- 
ing up  the  Patuxent  with  my  flotilla.  My  loss  is  acting- 
midshipman  Asquith,  killed,  and  ten  others .  killed  and 
"wounded. 

Mr.  Blake,  the  bearer  of  this,  was  a  volunteer  in  my 
barge.  He  will  give  you  every  other  information.  With  rc- 
9i>ect,  &c. 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

Honourable  William  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Wadsxuorth  to  the  Secretary  of 

War^  dated  Camp  near  St.  Leonard\  June  26. 
Sir, 

We  decided  on  attacking  the  enemy  this  morning  at  day- 
break; after  one  and  a  half  or  two  hours  cannonading  he 
thought  proper  to  retreat  down  the  river,  and  commodore 
Barney  has  taken  advantage  of  his  absence  to  pass  his  flotilla 
up  the  Patuxent.  I  was  constrained  to  precipitate,  the  attack 
before  I  was  fully  prepared,  from  the  circumstance  of  all  the 
enemy's  small  vessels  having  left  the  river.  The  ground  I 
was  obliged  to  occupy  for  a  battery  consisted  of  a  high  bluff 
point,  having  the  Patuxent  on  the  right  and  St.  Leonard's 
creek  on  the  left,  with  which  the  communication  was  over  a 
flat  piece  of  ground,  subject  to  be  enfiladed  from  the  Patux- 
ent, and  the  hill  on  which  the  guns  were  to  be  placed  liable 
to  a  reverse  fire  from  tl?e  same  quarter;  therefore,  in  case  of 
an  attack,  the  enemy  might  have  rendered  our  situation  very 
uncomfortable,  by  stationing  a  small  vessel  so  as  to  command 
the  low  ground  I  speak  of. 

We  committed  a  great  many  blunders  during  the  action, 
or  our  success  would  probably  have  been  more  complete.  I 
forbear  to  enter  into  minute  particulars,  lest  I  should  cast  an 
indirect  cens;ure  on  some  officers,  perhaps  undeserved,  for  I 
must  acknowledge  I  was  so  much  engaged  at  the  battery  as 
to  have  but  an  indistinct  knowledge  of  what  passed  elsewhere.  .^ 
But  the  fact  is,  the  infantry  and  light  artillery  decided  upon 
retreating  without  my  orders,  before  they  had  lost  a  single 
man  killed  or  wounded;  and  at  the  time  too  when  the  enemy 
were  manoeuvring  to  the  rear  of  our  position  with  their  barges. 
The  consequence  of  this  movement  was  very  disad^ntageous; 
the  men  at  the  guns  perceiving  the  infantry  retr^iting,  and 
the  enemy  getting  into  the  rear,  their  numbers  began  sensi- 
bly to  diminish,  and  I  was  pretty  soon  left  with  only  men 
enough  to  work  one  gun,  which  I  was  necessitated  to  turn 
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to  the  rear  for  the  sake  of  keeping  the  barges  in  check.  Fi- 
nally, the  few  men  that  remained  were  so  exhausted  with  fa- 
tigue, we  found  it  impracticable  to  fire  any  more,  and  the 
limbers  and  horses  which  had  been  ordered  down  the  hill, 
having  disappeared  and  gone,  I  know-not  where,  I  found mjj- 
sclf  under  the  painful  necessity  of  spiking  the  guns  to  pre- 
vent their  being  made  use  of  by  the  enemy,  should  he  get 
possession  of  them. 

I  must,  in  justice  to  the  infantry,  acknowledge  thevdid 
not  take  to  flight,  but  quitted  the  ground  in  perfect  order;  af- 
ter a  while  I  was  able  to  halt  them  and  bring  them  back,  b 
the  mean  time  the  enemy  were  getting  under  way  and  re- 
tiring down  the  river.  From  the  precipitancy  of  his  retreat, 
I  infer  he  must  have  suffered  considerablv.  From  some  un- 
toward  circumstances  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  observe 
the  effect  of  each  shot  we  fired,  otherwise  I  think  his  de- 
struction would  have  been  complete. 

Commodore  Barney  furnished  me  with  twenty  excellent 
men  from  his  flotilla  to  work  the  guns.  By  some  misipanage- 
ment  in  loading  with  a  hot  shot,  one  poor  fellow  had  his  arms 
blown  off,  which  is  the  only  material  accident  we  sustained. 
One  of  the  enemy's  rockets  passed  through  an  ammunition- 
box,  which  had  been  injudiciously  placed,  and  exploded  it,  • 
which  did  some  damage.  An  ammunition  cart  near  it  was 
covered  with  the  fire,  but  fortunately  did  not  explode.  Some 
other  trifling  accidents  were  sustain e;1. 

We  commenced  in  the  night  an  epaulment  to  cover  our 
guns;  but  the  work  progressed  so  little,  from  the  shortness  of 
time,  I  did  not  think  it  best  to  occupy  it.  We  retreated  our 
guns  so  as  barely  to  allow  the  muzzles  to  peep  over  the.hill. 
1  his  brought  us  on  descending  ground,  in  a  ploughed  corn- 
field. The  recoil  of  the  gun  downward  every  time  it  was 
fired  gave  us  excessive  labour  to  bring  it  up  to  its  position. 
In  other  respects  it  answered  admirably.  The  eneipy  found 
it  impossible  to  hit  either  the  guns  or  men.  Every  shot  sumcd 
by  them  either  fell  short  and  struck  the  bank,  or  flew  dear* 
over.  Towards  the  close  of  the  firing,  the  enemy  adopted 
the  method  of  using  small  charges  of  powder,  which  jost 
threw  hi&  shot  over  the  hill,  probably  firing  from  his  car- 
ronades--^ut  the  effect  was  not  more  decisive, 
reve 


1  o  prevent  the  enemy  taking  alarm  in  the  night  from  our 
movements,  we  were  necessitated  to  halt  our  ammunition 
waggons  and  carts  above  -a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  batt&» 
iry,  iand  pass  all  thestores^  even  the  bricks  of  which  ourfiff*- 
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nace  was  con^t/ucted,  that  distance  by  hand.  This  fatigued 
the  men  excessively.  I  felt  certain,  if  the  enemy  should 
open  upon  us  even  a  random  fire,  it  would  be  Impossible  to 
get  any  thing  done  for  the  confusion  it  would  create. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  the  situation  in  which  the  infantry 
and  light  artillery  were  placed,  was  a  tr^^ing  one  for  new- 
raised  troops.  Most  of  the  shot  which  missed  tlie  battery 
&U  among  them.  I  had  anticipated  that  disadvantage,  but  it 
was  unavoidable.  It  was  indispensable  to  have  them  covered 
by  some  rising  ground  from  the  waters  of  the  Patuxent, 
and  the  position  chosen  was  the  only  one  compatible  with 
that  view,  and  the  design  I  had  in  posting  them  to  protect 
the  rear  of  our  battery. 

The  battalion  of  the  thirty-eighth  regiment  joined  us  but 
last  evening,  after  a  hard  day's  march,  and  were  imme- 
diately marched  to  the  ground.  Some  of  their  men  were 
completely  exhausted,  and  the  whole  exce5sively  fatigued 
and  half  famished. 

Commodore  Barney's  flotilla  was  at  hand,  ready  to  open 
upon  the  enemy  the  moment  a  favourable  opportunity  should 
offer.  He  commenced  firing  soon  after  us,  and  drew  off 
that  of  the  enemy  for  a  while,  I  have  not  seen  him  since 
the. action,  but  understand  he  lost  several  men  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  hope,  on  the  whole,  taking  into  consideration  our  not 
being  fully  prepared  the  excessive  fatigue  tl)e  men  had  un- 
d^gone,and  that  wre  have  attained  the  object  in  view,  which 
was  the  release  of  commodore  Barney's  flotilla,  the  a£Fair 
will  not  reflect  dishonour  on  our  troops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DECIUS  WADS  WORTH. 
Genera/  yohn  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War. 

Abkract  of  reports  from  Rear- Admiral  Cockburn  to  Vice' Ad' 

miral  Cochrane. 

June  Uty  1814. 
Tlie  rear-admiral  incloses  a  letter  from  captain  Ross,  of 
bis  majesty's  ship  Albion,  dated  off  Tangier  Sound,  the  29th 
of  May,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  with  the.  boats  of 
diatship,  and  the  Dragon,  proceeded  into  the  river  Pungo- 
fceak,  in  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying^y  batteries 
or  capturing  any  vessels  that  he  might  And  there.  There 
were  no'  vessels  in  the  river:  but  a  pajty  of  seamen  and 
Biarines  were  landed  to  attack  a  battery,  which  they  took 
possession  of^  after  ft  smart  firing,  notwitibstanding  the  mili- 
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tia  which  collected  on  the  occasion,  and  re^en\barked  after 
destroying  the  work,  barracks,  and  guard-houses,  and  bring- 
iBg  away  a  six-pounder  gun  with  its  carriage. 

June  22d. 

The  rear-admiral  transmits  four  letters  from  captain  Bar- 
ric,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Dragon,  dated  between  the  1st  and 
19th  of  June,  reporting  his  proceedings  while  despatched  by 
rear-admiral  Cockburn,  against  the  flotilla  fitted  out  at  Balti- 
more, under  the  orders  of  commodore  Barney. 

On  the  first  of  June,  captain  Barrie,  with  the  St.  Lawrence 
schooner,  .and  the  boats  of  the  Albion  and  Dragon,  fell  in 
with  the  flotilla  standing  down  the  Chesapeake,  and  retreat- 
ed before  it  towards  the  Dragon,  then  at  anchor  oflF  Smiths 
Point.  This  ship  having  got  under  way,  captain  Barrie  wore 
with  the  schooner  and  boats,  but  the  flotilla  made  off  and 
escaped  into  the  Patuxent  river.  The  Dragon  being  obliged 
to  come  again  to  an  anchor,  and  the  boats  not  being  strong 
enough  to  attack  tKe  flotilla,  captain  Barrie  endeavoured  to 
induce  the  enemy  to  separate  his  force,  by  detaching  two  boats 
to  cut  off  a  schooner  under  Cove  Point,  but  the  Americans 
suffered  this  vessel  to  be  bumt  in  the  face  of  the  flotilla,  with- 
out attempting  to  save  her. 

On  the  8th  the  flotiUa  retreav;d  higher  up  the  Patuxent, 
and  captain  Barrie  being  joined  on  the  following  day  by  the 
Loire  and  Jaseur  brig,  he  proceedfed^p  the  river  with  diem, 
the  St,  Lawrence  schooner,  and  the  boavs  of  the  Albion  and 
Dragon.   The  enemy  retreated  into  St,  Leonard's  creek,  in- 
to which  they  could  only  be   pursued  by  ft\e  boats,  which 
were  too  inferior  in  force  to  allow  of  any  attacV  being  made 
by  them  alone;   captain    Barrie   endeavoured,  however,  to 
provoke  the  enemy  by  rockets  and  carronades  from  die  boats, 
to  come  down  within  reach  of  the  ship's  guns.  The  flotilla 
was  at  one  time  so  much  galled  by  these  attacks,  that  it  quit- 
ted its  position,  and  chased  the  boats,  and  after  a  slight  skir- 
mish with  the  smaller  vessels  it  returned  precipitately  to  its 
original  position.  With  a  view  to  force  the  flotilla  to  quit 
this  station,  detachments  of  seamen  and  marines  were,  land- 
ed on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  the  enemy's  militia  (though 
assembly  to  the  number  of  three  to  five  hundred)  retreating 
before  them  into  the  woods,  the  marines  destroyed  two  to- 
bacco storei|  and  several  houses,  which  formed  military  posts. 
On  the  15th  the  Narcissus  joined,  and  captain  B^JMs  deter- 
mined to  proceed  up  the  river  with  twelve  boats^  ikving  in 
them  one  hundred  and  eighty  marines,  and  thirty  of  the  black 
colonial  corps;  they  proceeded  to  Bentidict,  whence  a  party 
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of  regulars  fled  at  the  approach,  leaving  behind  several  mus- 
kets, and  part  of  their  camp  equipage,  with  a  six-pounder, 
which  was  spiked;  a  store  of  tobacco  was  also  found  there; 
captain  Barrie  advanced  from  thence  towards  Marlborough, 
and  although  only  eighteen  miles  from  Washington,  took 
possession  of  the  place,  the  militia  and  inhabitants  flying  in, 
the  woods.  A  schooner  was  loaded  with  -tobacco,  and  the 
boats  plentifully  supplied  with  stock,  after  which  having 
burnt  tobacco  stores,  containing  two  thousand  five  hundred 
hogsheads,  the  detachment  re-embarked.  The  enemy  col- 
lected three  hundred  and  sixty  regulars  and  some  militia  on 
some  clifis  which  the  boats  had  to  pass;  but  some  marines 
being  landed,  traversed  the  skirts  of  the  heights,  and  re-em- 
barked without  molestation;  and  the  enemy  did  not  show 
himself  till  the  boats  were  out  of  gun-shot.  Captain  Barrie 
commends,  in  high  terms,  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  aild 
men,  seamen  and  marines,  under  his  orders,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  colonial  corps,  composed  of  armed  blacks;  and  rear- 
admiral  Cockburn  takes  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
high  sense  of  the  personal  exertions  and  able  conduct  dis- 
played by  captain  Barrie. 

June  2Sth* 

The  rear-admiral  transmits  a  report  from  lieutenant  Urms- 
ton,  first  of  the  Albion,  of  a  successful  attack  made  by  the 
boats  of  the  squadron,  under  the  lieutenant's  direction,  on  a 
post  established  by  the  enemy  at  Chissene-sick,  on  the  main 
land,  abreast  of  Watt's  island.  The  detachment  landed,  not- 
withstanding a  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  drove  the  enemy 
from  thfe  post,  and  destroyed  the  guard-houses,  &c.  bringing 
away  a  six-pounder,  the  only  gun  of  the  enemy  at  that  place. 
Great  gallantry  was  displayed  by  all  employed  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

jfuly  6th. 

The  rear-admiral  incloses  two  reports  addressed  to  him 
by  captains  Brown  and  Nourse,  of  the  Loire  and  Severn:  the 
former,  dated  the  27th  of  June,  states  that  the  enemy  having 
established  a  battery  on  the  banks  of  the  Patuxent  which 
opened  on  the  Loire  and  Narcissus,  he  had  judged  it  proper 
to  move  the  two  ships  lower  down  the  river,  when  the  flo- 
tilla under  commodore.  Barney  moved  out  of  St.  Leonard's 
creek  and  ran  higher  up  the  Patuxent,  with  tl*  exception  of 
one  row-boat,  which  returned  to  the  creek  apparently  damag- 
ed by  the  fire  of  the  frigates.  The  latter  from  captain  Nourse, 
dated  the  7th  of  July,  reports  his  joining  the  ships  in  the  Pa- 
tuxent; and  having  moved  them  up  beyond  St.  Leonard's 
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creek,  he  sent  captain  Brown  with  the  marines  of  the  ships 
up  the  creelf,  by  whom  two  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  that 
were  foui\d  drawn  up  and  scuttled,  were  with  other  vessels 
'  burnt,  and  a  large  tobacco  store  destroyed. 

July  19/A. 

The  rear-admiral  states  that  having  been  joined  by  a  bat^ 
talion  of  marines,  he  proceeded  up  the  Potomac  with  a  view* 
to  attack  Leonard's  town,  the  capital  of  St.  Mary's  county, 
where  the  36th  regiment  was  stationed.  The  marines  were 
landed  under  major  Lewis,  whilst  the  boats  pulled  up  in  front 
of  the  town;  but  on  distovering  the  British,  the  enemy's 
armed  force  quitted  the  place,  and  suffered  them  to  take  quiet 
possession  of  it.  A  quantity  of  stores  belonging  to  the  36th 
regiment,  and  a  number  of  arms  of  different  descriptions, 
were  found  here  and  destroyed;  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  flour, 
provisions,  and  other  articles,  were  brought  away  in  the  boats 
and  in  a  schooner  lying  off  the  town.  Not  a  musket  being 
fired,  nor  an  armed  enemy  seen,  the  town  was  accordingly 
spared. 

Juty  %UU 

The  rear-admiral  reports,  that  the  enemy  having  collecte4 
some  Virginia  militia  at  a  place  called  Nominy  ferry,  in  Vir- 
ginia, a  considerable  way  up  Nominy  river,  he  proceeded 
thither  with  their  boats  and  marines  (the  latter  commanded 
by  captain  Robyns,  during  the  illness  of  major  Lewis).  The 
enemy's  fK>sition  was  on  a  very  commanding  eminence,  pro- 
jecting into  the  water;  but  some  marines  being  landed  on  its 
flank,  and  soon  getting  up  the  craggy  side  of  the  mountain, 
while  the  main  body  landed  at  the  ferry,  the  enemy  fell  back, 
and  though  pursued  several  miles  till  the  approach  of  night, 
escaped  with  the  loss  of  a  few  prisoners.  They  had  with- 
drawn their  field  artillery,  and  hid  it  in  the  woods;  fearing 
that  if  they  kept  it  to  use  against  the  British,  they  would  not 
be  able  to  retreat  with  it  quick  enough  to  save  it  from  cap- 
ture. After  taking  on  board  all  the  tobacco,  and  other  stores 
found  in  the  place,  with  a  quantity #of  cattle,  and  destroying  all 
the  store-houses  and  buildings,  the  rear-admiral  re-emoarked; 
and  dropping  down  to  another  point  of  the  Nominy,  he  ob- 
served soqi^  movements  on  shore,  upon  which  he  again  land- 
ed with  marines.  The  enemy  fired  a  volley  at  them,  but  on 
the  advance  Q|the  marines,  fled  into  the  woods.  Everything 
in  the  neighbourhood  was  therefore  also  destroyed  or  brought 
off;  and  after  visiiingthe  country  in  several  other  direcdons, 
covering  the  escape  of  the  negroes  who  were  anxious  to  join 
him,  he  quitted  the  river,  and  returned  to  the  ships  with  one 
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hundred  and  thirty-five  refugee  negroes,  two  captured 
schooners,  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco,  dry-goods,  and  cattle, 
and  a  few  prisoners,  • 

July  24^ih.  . 

The  rear-admiral  gives  an  account  of  his  having  gone  up 
St.  Clement's  creek,  St.  Mary's  county,  with  the  boats  and 
•marines,  to  examine  the  country.  The  militia  showed  them- 
'  selves  occasionally,  but  always  retreated  when  pursued;  and 
the  boats  returned  to  the  ships  without  any  casualty,  having 
captured  four  schooners  and  destroyed  one.  The  inhabitants 
having  remained  peaceably  in  their  houses,  the  rear-admiral 
did  not  suffer  any  injury  to  be  done  to  them  excepting  atone 
farm,  from  which  two  musket-shots  were  fired  at  the  admi- 
ral's gig,  and  where  the  property  was  therefore  destroyed. 

July  ZUt. 

The  rear-admiral  reports,  that  having  on  the  26th  pro- 
ceeded to  the  head  of  the  Machodick  river,  in  Virginia, 
where  he  burnt  six  schooners,  whilst  the  marines  marched 
without  opposition  over  the  country  on  the  banks  of  that 
river,  and  there  not  remaining  any  other  place  on  the  Vir- 
ginia or  St.  Mary's  side  of  his  last  anchora^  that  he  had  not 
visited,  he,  on  the  28th,  caused  the  ships  to  move  above 
Blackstone's  Island,  and  on  the  29th  proceeded  with  the 
boats  and  marines  up  the  Wicomico  river;  he  landed  at 
Hamburgh  and  Chaptico,  from  which  latter  place  he  shipped 
a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco  and  visited  several  houses 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  the  owners  of  which  living 
quietly  with  their  families,  and  seeming  to  consider  them- 
selves and  their  neighbourhood  at  his  disposal,  he  caused  no 
farther  inconvenience  to  them,  than  obliging  them  to  furnish 
supplies  of  cattle  and  stock  for  the  use  of  his  forces. 

,     Aujsrust  4th. 

The  rear-admiral  states,  that  on  the  2d  the  squadron  drop- 
.  ped  down  the  Potomac,  near  the  entrance  of  the  Yocomoco 
river,  which  he  entered  the  following  day  with  the  boats  and 
marines,  and  landed  with  the  latter.  The  enemy  had  here 
collected  in  great  force,  and  made  more  resistance  than  usual; 
but  the  ardour  and  determination  of  the"  rear-admiral'^  gal- 
lant little  band  carried  all  before  them:  and  after  forcing  the 
enemy  to  give  way,  they  followed  him  ten  miles  up  the  coun- 
try, captured  a  field-piece,  and  burnt  several ;  houses  which 
had  been  converted  into  depots  for  militia,  arms,  &c.  Learn- 
ing afterwards  that  general  Hungerford,  had  rallied  his  men 
at  Kinsale,  the  rear-admiral  proceeded  thither;  and  though 
the  enemy's  position  was  extreitiely  strong,  be  had  only  time' 
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to  give  the  British  an   ineffectual  volley,  before  they  gained 
the  height,  when  he  again  retired  with  precipitation,  and  did- 
not  re-appear.  The  stores  found  at  Kinsale  were  then  ship- 
ped without  molestation;  and  having  burnt  the  store-house* 
and  other  places,  with  two  old  schooners,  and  destroyed  twc^ 
batteries,  the  rrar-admiral  re-embarked,  bringing  away  fiv^- 
prize  schooners  and  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco,  flour,  &€•> 
a  field-piece,  and  a  few  prisoners.  The  American  general^ 
Taylor,  was  wounded  and  unhorsed,  and  escaped  only  througlK. 
the  thickness  of  the  wood  and  bushes,  into  which  he  ran^.. 
The  British  had  three  men  killed,  and  as  many   wounded^ 
The  conducts. of  the   officers  and  men  on  this  occasion  calls 
for   the   rear-admiral's  particular  commendation;  with  five 
hundred   men   they  penetrated  ten   miles   into  the  enemy's 
countr>',  and  skirmished  back  surrounded  by  woods,  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  collected  militia  of  Virginia,  under  generals 
Hungerford  and  Taylor;  and  after  this  long  march  carried 
the  heights  of  Kinsale  in  the  most  gallant  manner* 

August  Stk. 

The  rear-admiral  states,  that  Coan  river,  a  few  miles  from 
Yocomoco,  being  the  only  inlet  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
Potomac  that  he  had  not  visited,  he  proceeded  on  the  7th 
to  attack  it  with  the  boats  and  jjiarines:  after  a  tolerably  quick 
fire  on  the  boats,  the  enemy  went  off  precipitately  with  the 
guns:  the  battery  was  destioyed,  and  the  river  ascended,  in 
which  three  schooners  were  captured,  and  some  tobacco 
brought  off. 

Augtis't  ISth, 

The  rear-admiral  gives  an  account  of  his  having,  on  the 
12th,  proceeded  up  St.  Mary's  creek,  and  landed  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  about  that  extensive  inlet,  but  without 
seeing  a  single  armed  person,  though  militia  had  formerly 
been  stationed  at  St.  Mary's  factory  for  defence;  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  state  appearing  to  consider  it  wiser  to  submit 
than  to  attempt  opposition. 

August  15th. 

The  rear-admiral  reports  his  having  again  on  that  day 
landed  within  St.  Mary's  creek,  but  found  on  the  different 
parts  of  th^  country',  the  same  quiet^and  submissive  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  in  the  places  visited  on  the 
•  1 2th.— Throughout  the  whole  of  these  operations,  rear-admi- 
ral Cockbum  repeats  the  highest  encomiums  on  all.  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  ships  and  marines  under  his  orders. 
Although  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  excessive 
heat  of  the  climate,  these  services  must  have  been  more  ha- 
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rassing,  they  were  carried  on  with  greater  cheerfulness  and 
perseverance. 

The  captains  of  his  majesty's  ships,  on  all  occasions,  vo- 
lunteered, to  accompany  the  rear-admiraj.  To  lieutenant* 
colonel  Malcolm  and  major  Lewis  of  the  royal  marines,  he 
expresses  his  obligations,  as  well  as  to  the  other  officers  of 
that,  corps.  The  conduct  of  the  men  was  also  deserving  of 
the  greatest  praise;  and  though  the  re -embarkations  frequently 
took  place  in  the  night,  yet  during  the  whole  of  the  operations 
neither  a  sailor  nor  a  marine  was  reported  missingv  ' 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Winder  to  the  Secre* 

tary  of  War^  dated  Baltimore^  August  27, 1815. 
Sir, 

When  the  enemy  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  of 
all  the  militia  which  I  had  been  authorised  to  assemble,  there 
were  but  about  1700  in  the  field,  from  13  to  1400  under  gen- 
eral Stansbury  near  this  place,  and  about  250  at  Bladerisburg, 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Kramer;  the  slow  progress  of  draft, 
and  the  imperfect  organization,  with  the  ineffectiveness  of 
the  laws  to  compel  them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossible 
to  have  procured  more. 

The  militia  of  this  state,  and  of  the  contiguous  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania,  were  called.on  en  masse,  but  the  for- 
mer militia  law  of  Pennsylvania  had  expired  the  1st  of  June 
or  July,  and  the  one  adopted  in  its  place  is  not  to  take  effect 
in  organising  the  militia  before  October.  No  aid  therefore 
has  been  received  from  that  state. 

After  all  the  force  that  could  be  put  at  my  disposal  in  that 
short  time,  and  making  such  dispositions  as  I  deemed  best 
calculated  to  present  the  most  respectable  force  at  whatever 
point  the  enemy  might  strike,  1  was  enabled  by  the  most  ac- 
tive and  harassing  movement  of  the  troops  to  interpose  be- 
fore the  enemy  at  Bladensburg  about  5000  men,  including 
350  regulars  and  commodore  Barney's  command.  Much 
the  largest  portion  of  this  force  arrived  on  the  ground  when 
the  enemy  were  in  sight,  and  were  disposed  of  to  support  in 
the  best  manner  the  position  which  general  Stansbury  had 
taken.  They  had  barely  reached  the  ground  before  the  ac- 
tion commenced,  which  was  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the 
24th  instant,  and  continued  about  an  hour.  The  contest  was 
not  as  obstinately  maintained  as  could  have  been  desired,  but 
was  by  parts  of  the  troops  sustained  with  great  spirit  and  with 
prodigious  effect,  and  had  the  whole  of  our  force  been  erfually 

VOL.  IV.  [R] 
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lurnif  I  am  indaced  to  believe  the  enemy  would  have  been  re- 
pulsed, notwithstanding  all  the  disadvantages  under  which  we 
fought.  The  artillery  from  Baltimore,  supported  by  major 
Pinkney*8  rifle  battalion,  and  a  part  of  captain.  Doughty's 
from  the  navy  yard,  were  in  advance  to  command  the  pass 
of  the  bridge  at  Bladehsburg,  and  played  upon  the  enemy, 
as  I  have  since  learned,  with  very  destructive  effect.  But  the 
rifle  troops  were  obliged  after  some  time  to  retire,  and  of 
course  the  artillery.  Superior  numbers  however  rushed  upon 
them  and  made  their  retreat  necessary,  not.  however,  with- 
out great  loss  on  the  part  6f  the  enemy.  Major  Pinkney  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound  in  his  right  arm  after  he  had  redred 
to  the  left  flank  of  Stansburj^'s  brigade.  The  right  artd  cen- 
tre of  Stansbury's  brigade,  consisting  of  lieutenant- coloneb 
Ragau  and  Shuter's  regiments,  gent* rally  gave  way  very  soon 
afterwards,  with  the  exception  of  about  40,  rallied  by  colonel 
Ragan,  after  having  lost  his  horse,  and  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
captain  Shower's  company,  both  of  whom  general  Stansbury 
represents  to  have  made,  even  thus  deserted,  a  gallant  staad. 

The  fall  which  lieutenant-colonel  Ragan  received  from  his 
horse,  together  with  his  great  efforts  to  sustain  his  position, 
rendered  him  unable  to  foUow  the  retreat;  we  have  dierefore 
to  lament  that  this  gallant  and  excellent  officer  has  been  ta- 
ken prisoner;  he  has  however  been  paroled,  and  I  loiet  him 
here  recovering  from  the  bruises  occasioned  by  his  fall.  The 
loB^  of  his  services  at  this  moment  is  serious. 

The  5th  Baltimore  regiment  under  lieutenant-colonel  Ster- 
rctt,  being  the  left  of  brigadier-general  Stansbury's  brigade, 
still,  however,  stood  their  ground,  and  except  for  a  moment 
when  part  of  them  recoiled  a  few  steps,  remained  firm,  and 
stood  until  ordered  to  retreat,  with  a  view  to  prevent  them 
from  being  outflanked. 

The  reserve  under  brigadier-general  Smith  of  the  district 
of  Columbia,  with  the  militia  of  the.  city  and  Georgetown, 
with  the  regulars  and  some  detachments  of  Maryland  militia, 
flanked  on  their  right  by  commodore  Barney  and  his  brave 
fellows,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Beal,  still  were  to  the  right 
on  the  hill,  and  maintained  the  contest  for  some  time  with 
great  effect. 

It  is  not  with  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  commodore  Bar- 
ney and  his  command,  nor  can  I  speak  from  observation,  be- 
ing too.  remote,  but  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  that  did 
observe  them,  the  highest  justice^  for  their  brave  resistance 
and  the  destructive  effect  they  produced  on  the  enemy.  Com- 
modoi  o  Barney)  after  having  lost  his  horse,  took  post  near 
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<nie  of  his  guns,  and  there  unfortunately  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the. thigh,  and  he  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy. Captain  Miller,  of  the  marines,  was  wounded  in  the  arm, 
fighting  bravely.  From  the  best  intelligence,  there  remains 
but  little  doubt  that  the  enemy  lost  at  least  four  hundred  kill- 
ed and  wounded,  and  of  these  a  very  unusual  portion  killed. 
-*  Our  loss  cannot,  I  think,  be  estimated  at  m9re  than  from 
thirty  to  forty  killed,  and  fifty  to  sixty  wounded. 

They  took  altogether  about  120  prisoners. 

You  will  readily  understand  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
speak  minutely  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  particular  troops 
so  little  known  to  me  from  their  recent  and  hasty  assemblage. 
My  subsequent  movement  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  as 
much  of  my  force  as  possible,  gaining  reinforcements^  and 
protecting  this  place,  you  Already  know. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant| 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.'gen.  10th  military  district* 
Honourable  John  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War^ 

N.  B.  We  have  to  lament,  that  captain  Sterrett,  of  the  5th 
Baltimore  regiment,  has  also  been  wounded,  but  is  doing  well. 
Other  officers,  no  doubt,  deserve  notice,  but  X  am  as  yet  una- 
Ue  to  particularize. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Barney  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy^  dated  Farm^  at  Elkridge^  August  29thy  1814. 
Sir, 

^  This  is  the  first  moment  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  make 
a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  forces  under  my  command 
since  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you  on  Tuesday,  the  23d 
instant,  at  the  camp  at  the  "  Old  Fields.'*  On  the  afternoon 
of  that  day  we  were  informed  that  the  enemy  was  advanc- 
ing upon  us.  Our  army  was  put  into  order  of  battle,  and  our 
positions  taken;  my  forces  were  on  the  right,  flanked  by  the 
two  battalions  of  the  thirty-sixth  and  thirty-eighth  regiments, 
where  we  remained  some  hours.  The  enemy  did  not,  how- 
ever, make  his  appearance.  A  little  before  sun-set  general 
Winder  came  to  me  and  recommended  that  the  heavy  artil- 
lery should  be  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of  one  twelve- 
pounder  to  cover  the  retreat.  We  took  up  the  line  of  march, 
and  in  the  night  entered  Washington  by  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge.  I  marched  my  men,  &c.  to  the  marine  barracks,  and 
took  up  quarters  for  the  night.  About  two  o'clock,  general 

Winder  came  to  my  quarters^  and  we  made  some  arrange* 
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ments.  In  the  morning  I  received  a  note  from  general  Win- 
der, and  waited  upon  him.  He  requested  me  to  take  com- 
mand and  place  my  artillery  to  defend  the  passage  of  the 
bridge  on  the  eastern  Branchy  as  the  enemy  was  approaching 
the  city  in  that  direction.  I  inftmediately  put  my  guns  in'po-^ 
sition,  leaving  the  marines  and  the.restof  my  men  at  the  bar- 
racks, to  wait  further  orders.  I  was  in  this  situation  when  I 
had  the  honour  to  meet  you  with  the  president  and  heads  of 
departments,  when  it  was  determined  I  should  draw  off  my 
guns  and  men,  and  proceed  towards  Bladensburg^,  which  was 
immediately  put  into  execution.  On  our  way  I  was  informed 
the  enemy  was  within  a  mile  of  Bladensburg:  we  hurried  on, 
though  the  day  was  very  hot,  and  my  men  much  crippled  from 
the  severe  marches  we  had  experienced  the  preceding  days. 
I  preceded  the  men,  and  when  I  arrived  at  the  line  which  se- 
parates the  district  from  Maryland,  the  batde  began.  I  sent 
an  officer  back  to  hasten  on  my  men — they  came  up  in  a  trot. 
We  took  our  position  on  the  rising  ground,  pul  the  pieces  in 
battery,  posted  the  marines  under  captain  Miller,  and  flotilla 
men,  who  were  to  act  as  infantry  under  their  own  offictr8,on 
my  right,  to  support  the  pieces,  and  waited  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  During  this  period  the  engagement  continued— 
the  enemy  advancing,  and  our  army  retreating  before  them, 
apparently  in  much  disorder*    At  length  the  enemy  made 
his  appearance  on  the  main  road  in  force  and  in  front  of  my 
battery,  and  on  seeing  us  made  a  halt;  I  reserved  our  fire;  in 
a  few  minutes  the  enemy  again  advanced,  when  I  ordered  an 
eighteen-pounder  to  be  fired,  which  completely  cleared  the 
road;  shordy  after^  a  second  and  a  third  attempt  was  made 
by  the  enemy  to  come  forward,  but  all  who  made  the  attempt 
were  destroyed.  The  enemy  then  crossed  over  into  an  open 
field,  and  attempted  to  flank  our  right.  He  was  there  met  by 
three  twelve-ppunders,  the  marines  under  captain  Miller, 
a&d  my  men  acting;  as  infantry,  and  again  was  totally  cut  up. 
By  this  time  not  a  vestige  of  the  American  army  remained, 
ex  epl  a  body  of  five  or  six  hundred  posted  on  a  height  dn 
in-  right,  from  whom  I  expected  much  support  /rom  their 
fii« '  siiuation.  The  enemy  from  Jthis  period  never  appeared 
in  fo/'ce  in  front  of  us.  He  however  pushed  forward  his  sharp- 
shoot  rs,  one  of  whom  shot  my  horse  from  ujider  me,  which 
fell  dead  between  two  of  my  guns.  The  enemy,  who  had  been 
ktpt  in  check  by  our  fire  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  now  began 
''to  outflank  us  on  the  right.  Our  guns  were  turned  that  way; 
he  pushed  up  the  hill  with  about  two  or  three  hundred  men 
towards  the  corps  of  Americans  stationed  as  above  described,^ 
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who,  to  my  great  mortification,  made  no  resistance,  giving  a 
fire  or  two  and  retiring. 

In  this  situation  we  had  the  whole  armv  of  the  enemy  to 
contend  with;  our  ammunition  was  expended,  and  unfortu- 
nately the  drivers  of  my  ammunition  waggons  had  gone  off 
in  the  general  panic.  At  this  time  I  rt- ceived  a  severe  wound 
in  my  thigh.  Captain  Miller  was  wounded,  sailing-master 
Warner  killed,  acting  sailing-master  Martin  killed,  and  sail- 
ing-master Martin  wounded,  but  to  the  honour  of  my  offi- 
cers and  men,  as  fast  as  their  companions  and  mess-mates 
fell  at  the  guns,  they  were  instantly  replaced  from  those  act- 
ing as  infantry.  Finding  the  enemy  now  completely  in  our 
rear,  and  no  means  of  defence,  I  gave  orders  to  my  officers 
to  retire.  Three  of  my  officers  assisted  me  to  get  off  a  short 
disitance,  but  the  great  loss  of  blood  occasioned  such  a  weak- 
ness that  I  was  compelled  to  lie  down.  I  requested  my  offi- 
cers to  leave  me,  which  they  obstinately  refused,  but  upon 
being  ordered  they  obeyed— one  only  remained.  In  a  short 
time  I  observed  a  British  soldier  and  had  him  called,  and 
directed  him  to  seek  an  officer — in  a  few  minutes  an  officer 
came,  who,  on  learning  who  I  was,  brought  general  Ross 
and  admiral  Cockburn  to  me.  These  officers  behaved  to  me 
with  the  most  marked  attention,  respect,  and  politeness,  had 
a  surgeon  orought  and  my  wounds  dressed  immediately.  Af- 
ter a  few  minutes  conversation  the  general  informed  me  (af- 
ter paying  me  a  handsome  compliment)  that  I  was  paroled 
and  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  Washington  or  Bladensburg,  as 
was  also  Mr.  Huffington  who  had  remained  with  me,  offer- 
ing nae  every  assistance  in  his  power,  giving  orders  for  a^it- 
ter  to  be  brought,  in  which  I  was  carried  to  Bladensburg. 
Captain  Wainwright,  first  captain  to  admiral  Cochrane,  re- 
mained with  me,  and  behaved  to  me  as  if  I  was  a  brother. 

During  the  stay  of  the  etiemy  at  Bladensburg  .1  received 
ihe  most  polite  attention  from  the  officers  both  of  the  navy 
and  army. 

My  wound  is  deep,  but  I  flatter  myself  not  dangerous— 
the  ball  is  not  yet  extracted.  I  fondly  hope  a  few  weeks  will 
restore  me  to  health,  and  that  an  exchange  will  take  place 
that  I  may  resume  my  command,  or  any  other  that  you  and 
the  president  may  honour  me  with. 

Yours,  respectfullv, 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 
Honourable  William  jfoneSy  Secreta/  y  of  the  Navy. 


r 
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Extracts  of  a  Uttrr  from  Commodore  Ttngey^  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy^  dated  Navif  Tard^  Washington^  27th  August^ 

1814. 
Sir, 

After  receiving  your  orders  of  the  24th,  directing  the  pub- 
lic shipping,  stores,  Sec.  at  this  establishment  to  be  destroyed, 
in  case  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  over  our'army— no  time 
was  lou  in  making  the  necessar\*  arrangements  for  firing  the 
whole,  and  preparing  boats  for  departing  from  the  yard,  as 
you  had  suggested. 

About  four  P.  M.  I  received  a  message  by  an  officer  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  with  information  that  he  "  could  protect 
me  no  longer."  Soon  after  this,  I  was  informed  that  the  con- 
flagration of  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge  had  commenced— 
and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  explosion  announced  the  blowing 
up  of  that  part,  near  the  ^^  draw,'"  as  had  been  arranged  in 
the  morning. 

The  intended  fate  of  the  navy  yard  had  before  been  pub- 
licly announced  to  the  neighbours,  in  order  that  they  might 
take  every  possible  precaution  for  the  safety  of  themselves, 
families,  and  property. 

Immediately  several  individuals  came  in  succession,  en- 
deavouring to  prevail  on  me  to  deviate  from  my  instructions 
-i-whifth  they  were  invariably  informed  was  unavailing,  un- 
less they  could  bring  me  your  instructions  in  writing,  coun- 
termanding those  previously  given. 

A  deputation  also  of  the  most  respectable  women  came 
on  the  same  errand — ^when  I  found  myself  painfully  neces- 
sitated to  inform  them  that  any  farther  importunities  would 
C£tuse  the  matches  to  be  instantly  applied  to  the  trains— -with 
assurance,  however,  that  if  left  at  peace,  I  would  delay  the 
execution  of  the  orders  as  long  as  i  could  feel  the  least  sha- 
dow of  justification.  Captain  Creighton's  arrival  at  the  yard, 
with  the  men  who  had  been  with  him  at  the  bridge  (probably 
about  five  o'clock)  would  have  justified  me  in  instant  opera- 
tion— but  he  also  was  strenuous  in  the  desire  to  obviate  the 
intended  destruction;  and  volunteered  to  ride  out,  and  gain 
me  positive  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  un- 
der the  hope  that  our  army  might  have  rallied  and  repulsed 
them.  I  was  myself  indeed  desirous  of  delay,  for  the  reason 
that  the  wind  was  then  blowing  fresh  from  the  S.  S.  W., 
which  would  most  probably  have  caused  the  destruction  of 
all  the  private  property  north  and  east  of  the  yard,  in  its 
neighbourhood,  being  of  opinion  also,  that  the  close  of  the 
evening  would  bring  with  it  a  calm,  in  which  happily  we  ^ 
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were  not  disappointed*  Other  gentlemen,  well  mounted,  vo« 
lunteered,  as  captain  Creighton  had  done,  -ogo  out  and  bring 
me  positive  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  situation,  if  possible 
to  obtain  it. 

The  evening  came,  and  I  waited  with  much  anxiety  the  re- 
turn of  captain  Creighton,  having  almost  continual  informa- 
tion, that  the  enemy  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ma- 
rine barracks — at  the  Capitol  Hill— -and  that  their  advance 
was  near  Georgetown}  I  therefore  determined  to  wait  only 
until  half  past  eight  o'clock,  to  commence  the  execution  of 
my  orders,  becoming  apprehensive  that  captain  Creighton 
had,  from  his  long  stay,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
During  this  delay,  I  ordered  a  few  marines,  and  other  per- 
sons who  were  then  near  me,  to  go  oiF  in  one  of  the  small 
gallies,  which  was  done,  and  that  boat  is  saved.  Colonel 
Wharton  had  been  furnished  with  a  light  boat,  with  which 
he  left  the  yard,  probably  between  seven  and  eight  o^clock. 

At  twenty  minutes  pfist  eight,  captain  Creighton  returned; 
he  was  extremely  averse  to  the  destruction  of  the  property, 
but  having  informed  him  that  your  orders  to  me  were  impe- 
rative; the  proper  disposition  of  the  boats  being  made,  the 
matches  were  applied,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  whole  was 
in  a  state  of  irretrievable  conflagration. 

When  about  leaving  the  wharf,  I  observed  the  iire  had  al- 
so commenced  at  the  works  at  Greenleaf 's  point,  and  in  the 
way  out  of  the  Branch,  we  observed  the  capitol  on  fire. 

It  had  been  my  intention  not  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  the 
yard,  with  my  boat,  during  the  night,  but  having  captain 
Creighton  and  other  gentlemen  with  me,  she  was  top  much 
encumbered  and  over-laden  to  render  that  determination  pro- 
per. We  therefore  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  1  rested  till  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  we  left 
Alexandria  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  and  proceeded  again 
to  the  yard,  where  I  landed  unmolested  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore nine* 

The  schooner  Lynx  had  bid  alongside  the  burning  wharf, 
still  unhurt;  hoping,  therefore,  to  save  her,  we  hauled  her  to 
the  quarter  of  the  hulk  of  the  New- York,  which  had  also  es- 
caped the  rages  of  the  flames. 

The  detail  issuing  store  of  the  navy  store  keeper,  had  re- 
mained safe  from  th^  fire  during  the  night,  which  the  ene- 
my (being  in  force  in  the  yard)  about  eight  o'clock  set  fire 
to  and  it  was  speedily  consumed.  It  apf^eared  they  had  left 
the  yard  about  half  an  hour  when  we  arrived. 

From  the  number  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  it  would 
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have  appeared  rash  temerity  to  have  attempted  returning 
again  that  day— though  m\  inclinaiion  strongly  urged  it;  there- 
fore rt* connoitering  their  motions,  as  well  as  could  be  effect- 
ed at  a  convenient  distance  in  the  gig,  until  evening,  I  again 
proceeded  to  Alexandria  for  the  night. 

Yesterday  morning  the  26th,  it  was  impossible  to  form 
(from  the  various  and  contradictor^^  reports  at  Alexandria) 
any  sort  of  probable  conjecture  either  of  the  proceedings  and 
situation  of  our  armV,  or  that  of  the  enemy.  Determining 
therefore  to  have  a  positive  knowledge  of  some  part  thereof 
from  occular  demonstration,  I  again  embarked  in  the  gig,  , 
proceeding  with  due  caution  to  the  yard,  where  I  learned 
with  chagrm  devastation  and  pillage  had  commenced;  and 
found  also  to  my  surprize  that  the  old  gun-boat,  which  had 
been  loaded  with  provisions,  and  had  grounded  in  endeavour- 
ing to  get  out  of  the  Branch,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  was 
nearly  discharged  of  her  cargo,  by  a  number  of  our  people, 
w  ithout  connexion  with  each  other. 

Having  landed  in  the  yard,  I  soon  ascertained  that  the  en- 
emy had  left  the  city,  excepting  only  a  Serjeant's  guard,  for  the 
security  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  Finding  it  impracticable 
to  stop  the  scene  of  plunder  that  had  commenced,  I  deter- 
mined instantly  on  repossessing  the  yard,  with  all  the  force 
at  my  command;  repairing,  therefore,  immediately  to  Alex- 
andria, lieutenant  Haraden,  the  ordinary  men,  and  the  few 
marines  there,  were  ordered  directly  up,  following  myself, 
and  got  full  possession  again  at  evening. 

I  am  now  collecting  the  scattered,  purloined  provisions, 
ready  for  your  orders,  presuming  they  will  now  become  very 
scarce  indeed — the  quantity  saved  you  shall  be  informeci  of 
when  known  to  me. 

The  Lynx  is  safe,  except  her  foremast  being  carried  awty 
in  the  storm  of  the  25th,  about  four  P.  M.  We  have  also 
another  of  th?  gun-boats,  with  about  100  barrels  of  powder, 
and  one  of  the  large  yard-cutters,  nearly  full  with  the  filled 
cylinders  for  our  different  guns  previously  mounted— the 
powder  of  those,  however,  is  probably  much  wetted  by  the 
storm. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

T.  TINGEY. 
Honourable  Wm*  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy* 


W  .-V  4 
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Copies  of  despatches  from  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane^ 

K»  fl.  to  John  Wilson  Croker^  Esq. 

Sir,  Tonnant^  in  the  Patuxent^  September  2, 18 14. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information-  of 
my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  of  the  proceedings 
of  his  majesty's  combined  forces  since  my  arrival  within  the 
capes  of  Virginia;  and  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  congratula- 
tions to  their  lordships  upon  the  successful  termination  of  an 
expedition,  in  which  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  flotilla  under 
commodore  Barney  has  been  captured  or  destroyed;  his  ar* 
my#  though  greatly  superior  in  number,  and  strongly  posted 
with  cannon,  defeated  at  Bladensburg;  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton taken;  the  capitol,  with  all  the  public  buildings,  military 
arsenals,  dock-yard,  and  the  rest  of  their  naval  estsdblishment, 
together  with  a  vast  quantity  of  naval  and  niilitary  stores,  a 
frigateiof  the  largest  class  ready  to  launch,  and  a  sloop  of  war 
afloat,  either  blown  up  or  reduced  to  ashes. 

Such  a  series  of  successes  in  the  centre  of  an  enemy's 
country,  surrounded  by  a  numerous  population,  could  not  be 
acquired  without  loss,  and  we  have  to  lament  the  fall  of  some 
valuable  officers  and  men;  but  considering  the  difficulties  the 
forces  had  to  contend  widi,  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  their 
coming  into  action  at  the  end  of  a  long  march,  our  casual- 
ties  are  astonishingly  few. 

My  letter  of  the  ilth  August  will  have  acquainted  their 
lordships  of  my  waiting  in  the  Chesapeake  for  the  arrival  of 
rear-admiral  Malcolm,  with  the  expedition  from  Bermuda. 

The  rear-admiral  joined  me  on  the  17th,  and.as  I  had  in- 
formation from  rear-admiral  Cockbum,  whom  I  found  in  the 
Potomac,  that  commodore  Barney,  with  the  Baltimore  flo- 
tilla, had  taken  shelter  at  the  head  of  the  Patuxent,  this  af- 
forded a  pretext  for  ascending  that  river  to  attack  him  near 
its  source,  above  Pig  Point,  while  the  ultimate  destination 
of  the  combined  force  was  Washington,  should  it  be  found 
that  the  attempt  might  be  made  with  any  prospect  of  success. 
To  give  their  lordships  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  place  of 
attack,  I  send  a  sketch  of  the  country,  upon  which  the  move** 
ments  of  the  army  and  navy  are  pourtrayedy  by  it  their  lord- 
ships will  observe  that  the  best  approach  to  Washington  is 
by  Port  Tobacco  upon  the  Potomac,  and  Benedict  upon  the 
Patuxent;  from  both  of  which  are  direct  and  good  roads  to 
that  city,and  their  distances  nearly  alike;  the  roads  from  Be- 
nedict divide  nearly  five  miles  inland;  the  one  by  Piscataway 
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and  Bladensburg,  the  other  following  the  course  of  the  ri- 
ver, although  at  some  distance  from  it,  owing  to  the  creeks 
that  run  up  the  country;  this  last  passes  through  the  town  of 
Nottingham  and  Marlborough  to  Blade  nsburg,  at  which  town 
the  river  called  the  Eastern  Branch,  that  bounds  Washing- 
ton to  the  eastward,  is  fordable,  and  the  distance  is  about  five 
miles.  There  are  two  bridges  over  this  river  at  the  city;  but 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  enemy  would  leave  them 
accessible  to  an  invading  army. 

Previously  to  my  entering. the  Patuxent,  I  detached  cap- 
tain Gordon,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Seahorse,  with  the  ships 
and  bombs  named  in  the  margin,  in  the  Potomac,  to  bom- 
bard fort  Washington  (which  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of 
that  river,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  below  the  city),  with  a 
view  of  destroying  that  fort,  and  opening  a  free  communica- 
tion above,  as  well  as  to  cover  the  re  treat  of  the  army,  should 
Its  return  by  the  Bladensburg  road  be  found  too  hazardous, 
from  the  accession  of  strength  the  enemy  might  obtain  from 
Baltimore;  it  was  also  reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  militia 
from  the  country  to  the  northward  and  westward  would  flock 
in,  so  soon  as  it  should  be  known  that  the  capital  was  threat- 
ened* 

Captain  sir  Peter  Parker,  in  the  Menelaus,  with  some 
Bmall  vessels,  was  sent  up  the  Chesapeake  above  Baltimore, 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  and  I 
proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  the  naval  force  and  the 
tjoops,  up  this  river,  and  landed  the  army  upon  the  19th  Imd 
20th,  at  Benedict.  .  '■    "" 

So  soon  as  the  necessary  provisions  and  stores  could  be  as- 
sembled and  arranged,  major-general  Ross,  with  his  army, 
moved  towards  Nouinghain,  while  our  flotilla,  consisting  of 
the  armed  launches,  pinnaces,  barges,  and  other  boats  of 
the  fleet,  under  the  command  of  rear-admical  CockburOi 
passed  up  the  river,  being  instructed  to  keep  upon  the  right 
flank  of  the  army,  for  the  double  purpose  of  supplying  it 
with  provisions,  and,  ifc.  necessary,  to  pass  it  over  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  into  Calvert  county,  which  secured  a  safe 
retreat  to  the  ships,  should  it  be  judged  necessary. 

The  army  reached  Nottingham  upon  the  21st,  and  on  the 
following  day  arrived  at  Marlborough;  the  flotilla  continued' 
advancing  towards  the  station  of  commodore  Barney,  about 
three  ndiles  above  Pig  Point,  who  although  much  superior 
in  force  to  that  sent  against  him,  did  not  wait  an  attack,'  but, 
at  the  appearance  of  our  boats,  set  fire  to  his  flotilla,  and 
the  whole  of  his  vessels,  excepting  one,  were  blown  up. 
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'  For  the  particulars  of  this  well  executed  service,  I  must 
refer  their  lordships  to  rear-admiral  Cockburn's  report  No. 
1,  who,  on  the  same  evening,  conveyed  to  me  ab  account  of 
his  success,  and  intimation  from  major-general  Ross,  of  his 
intention  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Washington,  considering, 
from  the  information  he  had  received,  that  it  might  be  assail- 
ed, if  done  V5^ith  alacrity,  and  in  consequence  had  determin- 
ed to  march  that  evening  upon  Blade nsburg.  The  remaining 
boats  of  the  fleet  were  immediately  employed  in  conveying 
up  the  river  supplies  of  prbvisions  for  the  forces,  upon  their 
return  to  Nottingham,  agreeably  to  an  arrangement  made  by 
the  rear-admiral|  who  proceeded  on  in  conlpany  with  the 
army. 

The  report  No.  2,  of  rear-admiral  Cockburn's,  will  inform 
their  lordships  of  the  brilliant  success  of  the  forces,  after 
their  departure  from  Marlborough,  when  they  returned  upoa 
the  26th,  and  having  reached  Benedict  upon  the  29th,  the 
expedition  was  embarked  in  good  Order. 

On  combined^ services^  such  as  we  have  been  engaged  in, 
it  gives  me  the' greatest  pleasure  to  find  myself  united  with 
so  able  and  experienced  an  officer  as  major-general  Ross,  in 
whom  are  blended  those  qualities  so  essential  to  promote 
success,  where  co-operation  between  the  two  services  bd- 
come  necessary;  and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  noticing 
the  unanimity  that  prevailed  between  the  army  and  navy,  as 
I  have  also  in  stating  to  their  lordships  that  major-general 
Ross  has  expressed  his  full  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  acting  with  the  army. 

I  have  before  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  unremitting 
zeal  and  exertions  of  rear-admiral  Cockburn  during  the  time 
he  commanded  in  the  Chesapeake  under  my  orders:  the  in<^ 
terest  and  abilitv  which  he  has  manifested  throughout  this 
late  arduous  service,  jusdy  entitle  him  to  my  best  thanksi, 
and  to  the  acknowledgments  of  my  lords  x:ommissioners  of 
the  admiralty. 

Rear-admiral  Malcolm,  upon  every  occasion,  and  particu- 
larly in  his  arrangement  for  the  speedy  re-embarkation  of 
the  troops,  rendered  me  essential  assistance,  and  to  him,  2^ 
well  as  to  rear-admiral  Codrington,  captain  of  the  fleet,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  alacrity  and  order  with  which  the  labo- 
rious duties  in  the  conveying  of  supplies  to  the  army  wer^ 
conducted. 

For  the  conduct  of  the  captains  and  officers  of  the  sqiiadroa 
employed  in  the  flotilla,  and  with  the  army,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  refer  their  lordships  to  the  reports  of  rear-admiral  Cock- 


i 

140]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

bum,  and  to  call  their  favourable  consideration  to  those  whom 
the  rear-admiral  has  had  occasion  particularly  to  notice.  While 
employed  irtimediately  under  my  eye,  I  had  every  reason  to 
be  perifectly  satisfied  with  their  zealous  emulation,  as  well  as 
that  of  every  seaman  and  marine,  to  promote  the  service  in 
wliich  they  vere  engaged. 

Captain  Wainwright,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Tonnant,  will 
have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  despatch  to  you,  and  as  he 
was  actually  employed  both  with  the  flotilla  and  with  the  ar- 
my m  the  whole  of  their  proceedings,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  their 
lordships  to  him  for  any  farther  particulars.       ^ 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  returns  from  the  ships  employed 
in  the  Potomac,  the  winds  having  been  unfavourable  to  their 
coming  down;  but,  by  the  information  I  gain  from  the  coun- 
try-people, they  have  completely  succeeded  in  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  fort  Washington,  which  has  been  blown  up. 
n  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEX.  COCHRANE, 

Vice-admiral  and  commander  in  chief* 
jfohn  Wilson  Croker^  Esq* 

• 
On  board  the  Resolution  tender^  off  Mount  Cahert. 
Sir,  Monday-nighty  22d  Augtist^  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  after  parting  from  j^a 
at  Benedict  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant,  I  proceeded 
up  the  Patuxent  with  the  boats  and  tenders,  the  marines  of 
the  ships  being  embarked  in  them,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Robyns  (the  senior  officer  of  that  corps  in  the  fleet), 
and  the  marine  artillt- ry,  under  captain  Harrison,  in  their  two 
tenders;  the  Severn  and  Hebrus  frigates,  and  the  Manly  sloq)| 
being  directed  to  follow  us  up  the  river  as  far  as  might  prove 
practicable. 

The  boats  and  tenders  I  placed  in  three  divisions;  the  first 
under  the  immediate  command  of  captains  Sullivan  (the  se- 
nior commander  employed  on  the  occasion)  and  Badcock; 
the  second,  under  captains  Money  and  Somervillc;  the  third, 
under  captain  Ramsay;— the  whole  under  the  superintend- 
ance  and  immediate  management  of  captain  Wainwrightof 
the  Tonnant,  lieutenant  James  Scott  (first  of  the  Albion)  at- 
tending as  my  aid-dc-camp. 

I  endeavoured  to  keep  with  the  boats  and  tenders  as  nearly 
as  possible  abreast  of  the  army  under  major-general  Ross> 
that  I  might  communicate  with  him  as  occasion  offered,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  previou:»iv  iir  ranged;  and  about  mid-day 
yesterday  I  accordingly  anchored  at  the  ferry- house  q^>otite 
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Lower  Marlborough,  where  I  met  the  general;  and  where  the 
army  halted  for  some  hours,  after  which  he  nr^arched  for  Not- 
tingham, and  I  proceeded  on  for  the  same  place  with  the  boats. 
On  our  approaching  that  town  a  few  shots  were  exchanged  be- 
tween the  leading  boats  and  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry;  but 
the  appearance  of  our  army  advancing  caused  them  to  retire 
with  precipitation.  Captains  Nourse  and  Palmer,  of  the  Se- 
vern and  Hebrus,  joined  me  this  day  with  their  boats^  having 
found  it  impracticable  to  get  their  ships  higher  than  Bene* 
diet. 

The  major-general  remained  with  the  army  at  Nottitig- 
ham,  and  the  boats  and  tenders  continued  anchored  off  it 
during  the  night:  and  soon  after  day-light  this  morning,  the 
whole  moved  again  forward,  but  the  wind  blowing  during 
the  morning  down  the  river,  and  the  channel  being  exces- 
sively narrow,  and  th^  advance  of  our  tenders  consequently 
slow,  I  judged  it  advisable  to  push  on  with  the  boats,  only 
leaving  the  tenders  to  follow  as  they  could. 

On  approaching  Pig  Point  (where  the  enemy's  flotilla  was 
said  to  be),  I  landed  the  marines  under  captain  Robyns  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  directed  him  to  march  round 
and  atiack,  on  the  land-side,  the  town  situated  on  the  point, 
to  draw  from  us  the  attention  of  such  troops  as  might  be 
there  for  its  defence,  and  the  defence  of  the  flotilla;  I  then 
proceeded  on  with  the  boats,  and,  as  we  opened  the  reach 
above  Pig  Point,  I  plainly  discovered  commodore  Barney*s 
broad  pendant  in  the  head-most  vessel,  a  large  sloop,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  flotilla  extending  in  a  long  line  astern  of 
her.  Our  boats  now  advanced  towards  them  as  rapidly  as  ' 
possible;  but,  on  nearing  them,  we  observed  the  sloop  bear- 
ing the  broad  pendant  to  be  on-fire,  and  she  very  soon  after- 
wards blew  up.  I  now  saw  clearly  that  thi  y  were  all  aban- 
doned, and  on  fire,  with  trains  to  their  magazines;  and  out 
of  the  seventeen  vessels  which  composed  this  formidable 
and  so  much  vaunted  flotilla,  sixteen  were  in  quick  succes- 
sion blown  to  atoms,  and  the  seventeenth  (in  which  the  fire 
had  not  taken)  we  captured.  The  commodore's  sloop  was  a 
large  armed  vessel;  the  others  were  gun-boats,  all  having  a 
long  gun  in  the  bow,  and  a  carronade  in  the  stern;  the  calibre 
of  the  guns  and  number  of  the  crew  of  each  differed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  boat,  varying  from  32  pounders  and  = 
60  men  to  18-pounders  and  40  men.  I  found  here  lying  above 
the  flotilla,  under  its  protection,  13  merchant  schooners,  some 
of  which,  not  being  worth  bringing  away  I  caused  to  be  burnt; 
such  as  were  in  good  Condition  I  directed  to  be  moved  Co  Pig 
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Point.  Whilst  employed  in  taking  these  vessels,  a  few  shot 
were  fi»-"d  at  us  bv  some  of  the  men  of  the  flotilla  from  the 
bu**hes  on  the  shore  near  us;  but  lieutenant  Scott,  whom  I 
had  landed  for.  that  purpose,  soon  got  hold  of  them  and  made 
them  prisoners.  Some  horsemen  likewise  showed  themselves 
on  the  neighbouring  heights,  but  a  rocket  or  two  dispersed 
them;  and  captain  Hobyns,  who  had  got  possession  of  Pig 
Point  without  resistance,  now  spreading  his  men  through  the 
countrv,the  enemy  retreated  to  a  distance,  and  left  us  in  quiet 
possession  of  the  town,  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  prizes. 

A  large  quantity  of  tobacco  having  been  found  in  the  town 
at  Pig  Point,  I  have  left  captain  Robyns,  with  the' marines, 
and  captain  Nourse,  with  two  divisions, of  the  boats,  to  hold 
the  place  and  ship  the  tobacco  into  the  prizes,  and  I  have 
moved  back  with  the  third  division  to  this  point,  to  enable 
me  to  confer  on  our  future  operations  with  the  major-gene- 
ral, who  has  been  good  enough  to  send  his  aid-de-camp  to 
inform  me  of  his  safe  arrival,  with  the  armv  under  his  com- 
mand,  at  Upper  Marlborough. 

In  congratulating  you,  sir,  which  I  do  most  sincerely,  on 
the  complete  destruction  of  this  flotilla  of  the  enemy,  which 
has  lately  occupied  so  much  of  our  attention,  I  must  beg  to 
be  permitted  to  assure  you,  that  the  cheerful  and  indefatiga- 
ble exertions  on  this  occasion,  of  captains  Wainwri^ht,Nourse| 
and  Palmer,  and  of  captain l^ullivan,  the  commanders,  offi- 
cers, and  men,  in  the  boats  \  ou  have  placed  under  my  orders, 
most  justly  entitle  them  to  my  warmest  acknowledgments, 
and  my  earnest  recommendation  to  your  favourable  notice. 

•  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  G.  COCKBURN, 

Rear-admiraJL 
The  honourable  sir  A.  Cochrane^  K*  B* 

His  Majesties  ship  Manly ^  off  Nottingham, 
'  Sir,  Patuxtnt^  August  27. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  thai,  agreeably  to  the  in- 
tentions I  notified  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  instant^  I 
proceeded  by  land  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  to  Upper  Marl- 
"borough,  to  meet  and  confer  with  major-general  Ross  as  to 
our  further  operations  against  the  enemy,  and  were  not  long 
in  agreeing  on  the  propriety  of  making  an  immediate  attempt 
on  1  he  city  of  Washington.  ^ 

In  conformity  therefore  with  the  wishes  of  the  general,  I 
instantly  sent  orders  for  our  marine  and  naval  forces  at  Pig 
Point,  to  be  forthwith  moved  over  to  Mount  Calvert,  and 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS.  [143 

for  the  marines,  marine  artillery,  and  a  portion  of  the  seamen 
to  be  there  land»'d,  and  with  the  utmost  possible  exjxfdition 
to  join  the  army,  which  I  also  readily  agreed  to  accompany. 

The  major-general  then  made  his  dispositions, and  arranged 
that  captain  Robyns.  with  the  marines  of  the  ships,  should 
retain  possession  of  Uppt-r  Marlborough,  and  that  the  marine 
artillery  and  seamen  should  follow  the  armv  to  the  ground  it 
was  to  occupy  for  the  night.  The  armv  then  moved  on,  and 
bivouacked  before  dark,  about  five  miles  nearer  Washington. 

In  the  night,  captain  Palmer  of  the  Hcbrus^  and  captain 
Money  of  the  Trave,  joined  us  wiih  the  seamen  and  with 
the  marine  artillery,  under  captain  Harrison;  captain  Wain-' 
Wright  of  the  Tonnant,  had  accompanied  me  the  dav  before, 
as  had  also  lieutenant  James  Scott  (acting  first  lieutenant)  oif 
the  Albion. 

At  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  major-gene- 
ral again  put  the  army  in  motion,  directing  his  march  upon 
Bladensburg,  on  reaching  which  place,  with  the  advanced 
brigade,  the  enemy  was  discovered  drawn  up  in  force  on  a 
rising  ground  beyond  thf  town;  and  by  the  fire  he  soon  open* 
ed  upon  us  aj  we  entered  the  place,  gave  us  to  understand 
he  was  well  protected  with  artillerV.  General- Ross,  howe- 
ver, did  not  hesitate  immediately  advancing  to  attack  him, 
although  our  troops  were  almost  exhausted  with  the  fatigue 
of  the  march  they  had  just  made,  and  but  a  small  proponion 
of  our  little  army  had  yet  got  up;  this  dashing  measure,  was, 
however,  I  am  h  ippy  to  add,  crowned  with  the  success  it 
merited;  for,  in  spite  of  the  galling  fife  of  the  enemy,  our 
troops  advanced  steadilv  on  both  his  flanks  and  in  his  front; 
and  as  soon  as  they  arrived  on  even  ground  with  him,  he  fled 
in  every  direction,  leaving  behind  him  ten  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  kilKd  and  wounded,  amongst 
the  latter  commodore  Barney  and  several  other  officers;  some 
other  prisoners  were  also  taken,  though  not  many,  owing  to 
the  swiftness  with  which  the  enemv  went  off,  and  the  fatigues 
our  army  had  previously  undergone. 

It  would,  sir,  be  deemed  presump  ion  in  me  to  attempt  to 
give  you  particular  details  respecting  the  nature  of  this  bat- 
tle; I  shall,  therefore,  only  remark,  generally,  that  the  enemy 
8000  strong,  on  ground  he  had  chosen  as  best  adapted  for 
him  to  defend,  where  he  had  time  to  erect  his  batteries,  and 
concert  all  his  measures,  was  dislodged  as  soon  as  reached, 
and  a  victory  gained  over  him  by  a  division  of  the  British  ar-> 
my,  not  amounting  tQ  more  than  1500  men,  headed  by  our 
gallant  general>  whose  brilliant  achievement  of  this  day  it  is 
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beyond  my  power  to  do  justice  to,  and  indeed  no  possible 
comment  could  enhance. 

The  seamen,  with  the  guns,  were,  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion, with  the  rear  division  during  this  short  but  decisive  ac- 
tion; those,  however,  attached  to  the  rocket  brigade,  were  in 
the  battle,  and  I  remarked  with  much  pleasure  the  precision 
with  which  the  rockets  were  thrown  by  them,  under  the  di- 
rection of  first  lieutenant  Lawrence,  of  the  marine  artillery; 
Mr.  Jeremiah  M'Daniel,  masters  mate  of  the  Tonnant,  a 
very  fine  young  man,  who  was  attached  to  this  party,  being 
severely  wounded,  I  beg  permission  to  recommend  him  to 
your  favourable  consideration.  The  company  of  marines  I 
have  on  so  many  occasions  had  cause  to  mention  to  you, 
commanded  by  first  lieutenant  Stephens,  was  also  in  the  ac- 
tion, as  were  the  colonial  marines  under  the  temporary  com- 
mand of  captain  Heed,  of  the  sixth  West-India  regiment, 
(these  companies  being  attached  to  the  light  brigade),  and 
they  respectively  behaved  with  their  accustomed  zeal  and 
bravery.  None  other  of  the  naval  department  were  fortunate 
enough  to  arrive  up  in  time,  to  take  their  share  in  this  batde, 
excepting  captain  Palmer,  of  the  Hebrus,  with  his  aid-de- 
camp, Mr.  Arthur  Wakefield,  midshipman  of  that  ship,  and 
lieutenant  James  Scott,  first  of  the  Albion,  who  acted  as  my 
aid-de-camp,  and  remained  with  me  during  the  whole  time. 

The  contest  being  completely  ended,  and  the  enemy  hav- 
ing retired  from  the  field,  the  general  gave  the  army  about 
two  hours  rest,  when  he  again  moved  forward  on  Washing- 
ton; it  was  however  dark  before  we  reached  the  city,  and  on 
the  general,  myself,  and  some  officers  advancing  a  short  way 
past  the  first  houses  of  the  town,  without  being  accompanied 
by  the  troops,  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  heavy  fire  qf 
musketry,  from  the  capitol  and  two  other  houses;  these  were 
therefore  almost  immediately  stormed  by  our  people,  taken 
possession  of,  and  set  on  fire,  after  which  the  town  submitted 
without  further  resistance. 

The  enemy  himself,  on  our  entering  the  town,  set  fire  to 
the  navy  yard  (filled  with  naval  stores),  a  frigate  of  the  larg- 
est class,  almost  ready  for  launching,  and  a  sloop  of  war  ly- 
ing off  it,  as  he  also  did  to  the  fort  which  protected  the  sea 
approach  to  Washington. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  city,  we  also  set  fire  to  the  pre- 
sident's palace,  the  treasury,  and  the  war  office;  and  in  the 
morning  captain  Wainwright  went  with  a  party  to  see  that 
the  destruction  in  the  navy  yarci, was  complete;  when  he  de- 
stroyed whatever  stores  and  buildings  had  escaped  the  flames 
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of  the  preceding  night;  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
ordnance  stores  were  likewise  destroyed  by  us  in  the.arsenal, 
as  were  about  200  pieces  of  artillery  of  different  calibres,  as 
well  as  a  vast  quantity  of  small  arms.  Two  rope-walks,  of  ft 
very  extensive  nature,  full  of  tar-rope,  &c.  situated  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  yard,  were  likewise  set  fire  to  and 
consumed;  in  short,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  a  vestige  of  public 
property,  or  a  store  of  any  kind,  which  could  be  converted 
to  the  use  of  the  government,  escaped  destruction;  the  bridges 
across  the  Eastern  Branch  and  the  Potomac  were  likewise 
destroyed. 

This  general  destruction  being  completed  during  the  day 
of  the  25th,  we  marched  again  at  nine  that  night  on  our  re*' 
turn,  by  Bladensburg,  to  Upper  Marlborough. 

We  arrived  yesterday  evening  at  the  latter  without  moles- 
tation of  any  sort,  indeed  without  a  single  musket  having  been 
fired,  and  this  morning  we  moved  on  to  this  place,  where  I 
have  found  his  majesty's  sloop  Manly,  the  tenders,  and  the 
boats,  and  I  have  hoisted  my  flag  pro  tem.  in  the  former. 
The  troops  will  probably  march  to-morrow,  or  next  day  at 
farthest,  to  Benedict  for  re-embarkation,  and  the  flotilla  will 
of  course  join  you  at  the  same  time. 

In  closing,  sir,  my  statement  to  you,  of  the  arduous  and 
highly  important  operations  of  this  week,  I  have  a  m6st 
pleasing  duty  to  perform,  in  assuring  you  of  the  good  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  who  have  been  serving  under 
me.  I  have  been  particularly  indebted,  whilst  on  this  service, 
to  captain  Wainwright  of  the  Tonn^nt,  for  the  assistance  he 
has  invariably  afforded  me;  and  to  captains  Palmer  and  Mo- 
ney, for  their  exertions  during  the  march  to  and  from  Wash- 
ington. To  captain  Nourse,  who  has  commanded  the  flotilla 
during  my  absence,  my  acknowledgments  are  most  justly  due, 
as  well  as  to  captains  Sullivan,  Badcock,  Somerville,  Ramsay, 
and  Bruce,  who  have  acted  in  it  under  him. 

Lieutenant  James  Scott,  now  first  lieutenant  of  the  Albion, 
has  on  this  occasion  rendered  me  essential  services,  and,  as 
I  have  had  reason  so  often  of  late  t^jmention  to  you  the  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  conduct  of  th4||fticer,  I  trust  you  will 
permit  me  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  recommending  him  to 
your  favourable  notice  and  consideration. 

Captain  Robyns  (the  senior  officer  of  the  marines  on  board 
the  fleet),  who  has  had,  during  these  operations,  the  marines 
of  the  ships  under  his  orders,  has  executed  ably  and  zea- 
lously the  several  services  with  which  he  has  been  entrusted, 
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and  is  entitled  to  my  best  acknowledgments  accordingly,  as 
is  also  captain  Harrison  of  the  marine  artillery,  who,  with 
the  officers  and  men  attached  to  him,  accompanied  the  army 
to  and  from  Washington. 

Mr.  Dobie,  surgeon  of  the  Melpomene,  volunteered  his 
professional  services  on  this  occasion,  and  rendered  ihuch 
assistance  to  the  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle,  as  well  as  to 
many  of  the  men  taken  ill  on  the  line  of  march. 

One  colonial  marine  killed,  one  master's- mate,  two  Ser- 
jeants, and  three  colonial  marines  wounded,  are  the  casual* 
ties  sustained  by  the  naval  department;  a  general  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  whole  army  will  of  course  accomr 
pany  the  report  of  the  major-general. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  G.  COCKBURN, 

Rear-admirah 
Vice-admiral  the  honourable  sir  A.  Cochrane^  K»  B.  &fc. 

4 

From  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Colonial  Departments  Downing-street^  September  27 th^  1814. 
Captain  Smith,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  the  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  gefieral  Ross,  arrived  this  morning  with 
a  despatch  from  that  officer,  addressed  to  earl  Bathurst,  one 
of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy. 

Tonnant,  in  the  Patuxent^  Augicst  30^A,  1814.- 

My  lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  lordship,  diat 
on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant,  after  defeating  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  on  that  day,  the  troops  under  my  command 
entered  and  took  possession  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

It  was  determined  between  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and 
myself,  to  disembark  the  army  at  the  village  of  Benedict,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Patuxent,  with  the  intention  of  co-oper- 
ating with  rear-admir^|Cockburn,  in  an  attack  upon  a  flotilla 
of  the  enemy's  gun-bfl|under  the  command  of  commodore 
Barney.     On  the  20t&  instant,  the    army  commenced  its  * 
march,  having  landed  the  previous  day  without  oppositioo: 
on  the  21st  it  reached  Nottingham,  and  on  the  22d  moved 
onto  Upper  Marlborough,  a  few  miles  distant  from  Pig  Point 
on  the  Patuxent,  where  admiral  Cockburn  fell  in  with  afid 
defeated  the  flotilla,  taking  and  destroying  the  whole.  Hav- 
ing adrwced  to  within  sixteen  miles  of  Washiifgtbn,  and  as- 
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certaining  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  be  sucji  as  might  au« 
thorlze  an  attempt  at  carrying  his  capital^  I  determined  to 
make  it,  and  accordingly  put  the  troops  in  movement  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d.  A  corps  of  about  1 300  men  appeared 
to  oppose  us,  but  retired  after  firing  a  few  shots.  On  the  24th, 
the  troops  resumed  their  march,  and  reached  Bladensburg, 
a  village  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  eastern  branch  of 
the  Potomac,  about  five  miles  from  Washington. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  that  river,  the  enemy  was  discover- 
ed strongly  posted  on  very  commanding  heights,  formed  in 
lines,  his  advance  occupying  a  fortified  house,  which,  with 
artillery,  covered  the  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch,  across 
wHich  the  British  troops  had  to^pass.  A  broad  and  straight 
road  leading  from  the  bridge  to  Washington,  ran  through  the 
enemy's  position,  which  was  carefully  defended  by  artillery 
and  riflemen. 

The  disposition  for  an  attack  being  made,  it  was  corn- 
menced  with  so  much  impetuosity  by  the  light  brigade,  con* 
sisting  of  the  85th  light  infantry  and  the  light  infantry  com- 
panies of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Thornton, 
that  the  fortified  house  was  shortly  carried,  the  enemy  retir- 
ing to  the  higher  grounds. 

In  support  of  the  light  brigade,  I  ordered  up  a  brigade  un* 
dcr  the  command  of  colonel  Brooke,  who,  with  the  44th  regi* 
ment,  attacked  the  enemy's  left,  the  4th  regiment  pressing 
his  right  with  such  effect  as  to  cause  him  to  abandon  his 
guns.  His  first  line  giving  way,  was  driven  on  the  second, 
which,  yielding  to  the  irresistible  attack  of  the  bayonet,  and 
the  well-directed  discharge  of  rockets,  got  into  confusion  and 
fled,  leaving  the  British  masters  of  the  field^.  The  rapidflight 
of  the  eiiemy,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  precluded 
the  possibility  of  many  prisoners  being  taken,  more  particu- 
larly as  the  troops  had  during  the  day  undergone  considerar 
ble  fatigue. 

The  enemy's  army,  amounting  to  eight  or  nine  thousand 
men,  with  three  or  four  hundred  cavalry,  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Winder,  being  formed  of  troops  drawn  fronl 
Baltimore  and  Pennsylvania.  His  artiller\',  ten  pieces  of 
which  fell  into  our  hands,  was  commanded  by  commodore 
Barney,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  The  artillery 
I  directed  to  be  destroyed.    - 

Having  halted  the  army  for  a  short  time,  I  determined  to 
march  upon  Washington,  and  reached  that  city  at  B  o'clock 
tfiat  night  Judging  it  of  consequence  to  complete  the  des- 
truction of  the  public  buildings  with  the  least  possible  deUqr^ 
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80  that  the  army  might  retire  without  loss  of  time,  the  fol- 
lowing buildings  were  set  fire  to  and  consumed;  the  capitol, 
including  the  scrnate-house  and  house  of  representatives;  the 
arsenal,  the  dock-yard,  treasury,  war-ofEce,  president's  palace, 
rope-walk,  and  the  great  bridge  across  the  Potomac:  in  the 
dock-yard,  a  frigate  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  and  sloop  of 
war,  were  consumed.  The  two  bridges  leading  to  Washing- 
ton over  the  Eastern  Branch  had  been  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, who  apprehended  an  attack  from  that  quarter.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  having  been  accomplished,  I  determin- 
ed,  before  any  greater  force  of  the  enemy  could  be  assembled, 
to  withdraw  the  troops,  and  accordingly  commenced  retiring 
on  the  night  of  the  25th.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th  wc 
reached  Benedict,  and  re-embarked  the  following  day.  In  the 
performance  of  the  operation  I  have  detailed,  it  is  with  the 
utmost  satisfaction  I  observe  to  your  lordship,  that  cheerful- 
ness in  undergoing  fatigue,  and  anxiety  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object,  were  conspicuous  in  all  ranks. 

To  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  my  thanks  are  due,  for  his 
ready  compliance  with  every  wish  connected  with  the  welfare 
of  the  troops,  and  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

To  rear-admiral  Cockbum,  who  suggested  the  attack  up- 
on  Washington,  and  who  accompanied  the  army,  I  confess 
the  greatest  obligation  for  his  cordial  co-operation  and  ad* 
vice. 

Colonel  Thornton,  who  led  the  attack,  is  entitled  to  every 
praise  for  the  noble  example  he  set,  which  was  so  well  fol- 
lowed by  lieutenant-colonel  Wood  and  the  85th  light  infan- 
try, and  by  major  Jones,  of  the  4th  foot,  with  the  light  com- 
panies attached  to  the  light  brigade.  I  have  to  express  my 
approbation  of^  the  spirited  conduct  of  colonel  Brooke^  and 
of  his  brigade;  the  44th  regiment,  which  he  led,  distinguished 
Itself  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- colonel  Mullens;  the 
g^lantry  of  the  4th  foot,  under  the  command  of  major  Faunce, 
being  equally  conspicuous. 

The  exertions  of  captain  Mitchell,  of  the  royal  artillery, 
in  bringing  the  guns  into  action,  were  unremitting:  to  him, 
and  to  the  detachment  under  his  command,  including  captain 
Deacon's  rocket  brigade,  and  the  marine  rocket  corps,  I  fed 
every  obligation.  Captain  Lempriere,  pf  the  royal  artiUery, 
mounted  a  smalt  detachment  of  the  artillery  drivers^  which 
proved  of  great  utility. 

The  assistance  afforded  by  captain'  Blancliard,  of  the  roydl 
engineers,  in  the  duties  of  his  department,  was  of  great  advan- 
^t9ge*  To  the  zealous  exertions  of  captains  Wainwrig^t,  Pal- 
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mer,  and  Money,  of  the  royal  navy,  and  to  those  of  the  offi* 
cers  and  seamen  who  landed  with  them,  the  service  is  highly 
indebted;  the  latter,  captain  Money,  had  charge  of  the  sea- 
men attached  to  the  marine  artillery.  To  captain  M^Dougal, 
of  the  85th  foot,  who  acted  as  my  aid-de-camp,  captain  Falls, 
and  to  the  officers  of  my  staff,  I  feel  much  indebted. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the 
zeal  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  lieutenant.  Evans,  acting 
deputy  quarter-master-general.  The  intelligence  displayed 
by  that  officer  in  circumstances  of  considerable  difficulty,  in* 
duces  me  to  hope  he  will  meet  with  some  distinguished  mark 
of  approbation.  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  assistant-commissary-general  Lawrence. 

An  attack  upon  an  enemy  so  strongly. posted,  could  not  be 
cflfected  without  loss.  I  have  to  lament  that  the  wounds  re- 
ceived by  colonel  Thornton,  and  the  other  offic/ers  and  sol- 
diers left  at  Bladensburg,  were  such  as  prevented  their  re- 
ipoval.  As  many  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  brought  off 
were  removed,  the  others  being  left  with  medical  care  iLnd 
attendants.  The  arrangements  made  by  the  staff  surgeon, 
Baxter,  for  their  accommodation  have 'been  as  satisfactory  as 
circumstances  would  admit  of.  The  agent  for  British  prison- 
ers of  war,  very  fortunately  residing  at  Bladensburg,  I  have 
recommended  the  wounded  officers  and  men  to  his  particular 
attention,  and  trust  to  his  being  able  to  effect  their  exchange 
when  sufficiently  recovered. 

Captain  Smith,  assistant-adjutant-general  to  the  troops, 
who  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  despatch,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  your  lordship's  protection,  as  an  officer  of 
much  merit  and  great  promise,  and  capable  of  affordBg^any 
further  information  that  may  be  requisite.      « 

Sanguine  in  hoping  for  the  approbation  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  prince  regent,  and  of  his  majesty's  government,  as 
to  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  I  have,  &c« 

(Signed)  ROB.  ROSS, 

Major-general. 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  herewith  a  return  of  the  killed, 
Wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  action  of  the  24th  instant,  to- 
gether with  a  statement  of  the  ordnance,  ammunition,  and 
ordnance  stores,  taken  from  the  enemy  between  the  16th  and 
25th  August;  and  likewise  sketches  of  the  scene  of  action 
and  of  the  line  of  march. 
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Return  of  killed^  wounded^  and  misstng\  of  the  troops  under 

the  command  of  major-general  Ross^  in  the  action  with  the 

enemy ^  on  the  24fth  August ^  l^lAi^  ofi  the  heights  above  Bk* 

denshirg. 

Washington^  August  25 th^  1814. 

General  8taflU-4  horses  killed. 

Royal  artillery-— 4  horses  killed;  6  rank  and  file,  3  horses, 
woundi.d. 

Royal  marine  artillery—-!  rank  and  file  killed;  1  serjeant, 
wounded. 

Royal  sappers  and  miners-— 1  serjeant,  1  rank  and  file, 
killed. 

Fourth  regiment— 1  lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  21  rank  and 
file,  1  horse,  killed;  5  lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  6  Serjeants,  50 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Twenty-first  regiment— 2  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  captain, 
1  lieutenant,  11  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Fourteenth  regiment— 1  serjeant,  13  rank  and  file,  killed; 
35  rank  and  file,  wounded.  ' 

Second' battalion  roval  marines — 5  rank  and  file,  killed. 

Eighty-filth  light  infantry— 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  ser- 
jeant, 12  rank  and  file,  1  horse,  killed;  2  lieutenant-colonels, 
1  major,  8  lieutenants,  2  Serjeants,  51  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Colonial  company — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  rank  and  file, 
ffounded. 

Sixth  West  India  regiment— 1  serjeant,  wounded. 

Total— 1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  5  Serjeants,  56  rank  and 
file,  10  horses,  killed;  2  lieutenant-colonels,  1  major,  1  cap* 
tain,  14  lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  10  Serjeants,  155  rank  and  filCi 
8  hoMs,  wounded. 

Names  of  o^^cers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed. 

Ninety-fifth  light  infantry — captain  D.  S.  Hamilton,  lieu* 
tenant  G.  P.  R.  Codd.        -»  ' 

Fourth  or  king^s  own — ^lieutenant  Thomas  Woodward. 

Wounded. 

Eighty-fifth  light  infantry — «  olonel  William  Thornton,8e- 
vcrely  (left  at  Bladensburg);  lieutenanL-colonel  William 
Wood,  severely  (left  at  Bladensburg);  major  George  Brown, 
IHBverely  (left  ai  Bladensburg).  ^ 

Twenty -first  fusileers— captain  U.  Uemsie,  sfv^rely  (not 
dangerously). 

Fourth  regimvnt— -lieutenant  E.  P.  Hopkins,  severely; 
lieutenant  J«  K.  Mackenzie,  slightly;  lieutenant  J«  Starety, 
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severely  (left  at  Bladensburg);  lieutenant  P..  Boulby,  and 
lieutenant  F.  Field,  slightly. 

Twenty- first  fusileers-— lieutenant  J.  Grace,  slightly. 

Eighty-fifth  rt-giment— lieutenant  William  Williams,  and 
lieutenant  J.  Barrel,  s  vereh';  lifutrnant  F.  Maunsell^ 
slightly;  lieutenant  (i.  F.  G.  0*'Conner,  and  lieutenant  F« 
Gascoyne,  severely;  lieutenant  G.  R.  Gleig,  slightly;  lieute- 
nant ■         Crouchly,  severely. 

Fourth  regimen r— ensign  J.  Buchanan,  severely  (left  at 
Bladensburg);  ensign  William  Keddock,  severely. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  SMITH, 

Deputy  assistant-adjutant' general* 

Return  of  ordnance^  ammunition^  and  ordnance  stores^  taken 
from  the  enemy  by  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major" 
General  Robert  Rossj  between  the  19th  and  25 th  of  August j 
1814.  '  - 

August  \9th. 
1  twenty-four-poXmder  carronade.  - 

August  22d. 

1  six-pounder  field-gun,  with  carriage  complete. 
156  stand  of  arms  with  cartouches,  occ. 

August  24thy  at  Bladensburg. 

2  eighteen-pounders,  5  twelve-pounders,  3  six-pounders^ 
with  field  carriages. 

A  quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  above. 

220  stand  of  arms. 

Aujsrust  25th^  at  Washington* 

Brass — 6  eighteen-pounders,  mounted  on  traversing  plat* 
forms;  5  twelve- pounders,  4  twelve-pounders,  1  five  and  half- 
inch  howitzer,  1  five  and  half-inch  mortar. 

Iron — 26  thirty-two-pounders,  36  twenty-four- pounders, 
36  eighteen-pounders;  27  twelve-poundprs,  2  eighteen-pound- 
ers, mourned  on  platforms;  19  twelve-pounders,  on  ship  car- 
riages; 3  thirteen-inch  mortars,  2  eight-inch  howitzers,  1 
forty-two-pounder  gun,  5  thirty-two-pounder  carronades,  5 
eighteen- pounder  carronades,  13  twelve- pounder  guns,  2 
nine-pounder  guns,  2  six-pounder  guns. 

Total  amount  of  cannon  taken— -206. 

500  barrels  of  powder. 

100,000  rounds  of  musket-ball  cartridge. 

40  barrels  of  fine  grained  powder. 

A  largel^uantity  of  ammunition  of  different  natures  made 

tip* 

The  navy-yard  and  arsenal  having  been  set  on  fire  by  the 
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enemy  before  they  retired,  an  immetise  quantity  of  stores  of 
every  description  was  destroyed,  of  which  no  account  could 
be  taken;  seven  or  eight  very  heavy  explosions  during  the 
night  denoted  that  there  had  been  large  magazines  of  powder. 
(Signed)  F.  G.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Lieutenant  royal  artilkry^  acting  quarter-master. 

J.  MITCHELL, 
Captain^  commanding  artilkry* 

N.  B.  The  remains  of  near  20,000  stand  of  arms  were 
discovered,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy* 

Surrender  of  Alexandria. 

In  Council^  September  7,  1814 
Present— Tliomas  Herbert,  president,  John  Gird,  Andrew 
Fleming,  Henry  Nicholson,  J.  B.  Patton,  John  Cohagen,  James 
Millan,  John  Hunter,  Reuben  Johnston,  R.  I.  Taylor,  William 
Veitch,  Anthony  Rhodes. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of  this  town  by 
the  enemy,  and  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  un- 
fortunate transaction,  having  been  submitted  to  council  and 
duly  considered  and  examined,  the  council  do  unanimously 
concur  therein,  and  it  is  thereupon  ordered,  that  it  be  pul^ 
lished  in  both  of  the  papers  printed  in  this  town. 

THOMAS  HERBERT, 

President* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  vigilance^  this  7th  of  Sep* 

tember^  1814. 
Present — Charles  Simms,  mayor;  Joseph  Dean,  Mathew 
Robinson,   Jonah   Thompson,  William  Herbert,    Thomas 
Vowell,  Edmund  I.  Lee. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of  the  ,town  of 
Alexandria  by  the  British .  squadron,  was  submitted  to  the 
committee,  who,  upon  examining  the  same,  unanimously 
concur  in  it. 

CHARLES  SIMMS, 

Chairman* 
Thomas  Fowelly  Secretary. 

A  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  and  a  due  regard  for 
the  character  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  have  induced  the 
municipal  authorities  of  the  town  to  exhibit  to  Ihe  public  a 
faithful  narrative  of  the  occupation  of  Alexandria  by  the  9ri* 
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tish  squadron  under  the  command  of  captain  Gordon,  toge- 
ther with  the  causes  which  led  to  that  distressing  event. 

To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  situation  and  coti- 
dition  of  Alexandria  in  regard  to  its  means  of  defence,  it  will 
be  proper  to  state,  that  it  is  situate  in  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia, upon  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Potomac,  about  six  miles 
below  the  city  of  Washington;  the  depth  of  water  admitting 
large  frigates  to  come  to  the  very  wharves  of  the  town. 

It  is  totally  destitute  of  fortifications  of  any  kind,  and  its 
protection  against  invasion  by  water  depended  entirely  upon 
a  fort  about  six  miles  below  the  town,  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Fort  Warburton,  which  was  exclusively  undei^ 
the  controul  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

About  the  month  of  July  last,  it  was  announced  that  gene* 
ral  Winder  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  tenth  mili- 
tary district  of  the  United  States,  comprehending  the  district 
of  Columbia  and  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  states  of  Virgi- 
nia and  Maryland,  including  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

In  consequence  of  reports  that  the  enemy  contemplated  an 
attack  upon  the  city  of  Washington,  the  municipal  authority 
of  Alexandria  thought  it  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
vigilance  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  information  of  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  enemy,  and  obtaining  assistance  and  advice; 
as  to  the  measures  which  it  might  be  proper  to  pursue  for 
protection  and  defence.  As  soon  as  this  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, they  caused  representations  to  be  made  to  general 
'Winder  of  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  town,  and  ear- 
nestly entreated  that  some  measures  should  be  taken  for  its 
protection.  General  Winder  was  called  on,  because  it  had 
been  distinctly  understood  that  the  secretary  of  war  would 
receive  our  communications  through  this  channel  only.  Fronx 
general  Winder  every  assurance  was  made  that  could  have 
been  wished,  that  every  thing  in  his  power  should  be  done 
for  the  protection  of  the  town.  His  means  however  were  ve- 
ry inconsiderable — he  had  no  money  to  expend  in  fortifica- 
tions, ot-  even  in  the  erection  of  batteries;  and  unless  some  de- 
fence of  this  sort  could  be  obtained,  the  town  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  if  he  should  approach  by 
water  and  should  succeed  in  passing  the  fort.  The  committee 
of  vigilance  was  duly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding some  adequate  defence  against  an  attack  by  water^ 
and  some  of  its  members,  under  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mittee, had  repeated  interviews  with  general  Winder  on  thisj 
subject;  in  one  of  them,  the  president  of  th^  United  States 
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was  present,  and  he  was  distinctly  given  to  understand,  that 
unless  there  was  provided  an  adequate  defence  for  the  town, 
it  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  would-be  com- 
pelled to  make  the  best  terms  in  its  power.  These  represen- 
tations and  requests  produced  no  other  eflFect  then  the  repe- 
tition of  the  assurance  of  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  ge- 
neral Winder  to  afford  every  assistance  in  his  power. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  a  levy  en  masse  was  made  of  the 
militia  of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria,  and  on  the 
20th  and  21st,  they  were  ordered  to  cross  the  Potomac,  and 
stationed  between  Piscataway  and  Fort  Warburton.  They 
took  with  them  all  the  artillery  which  had  been  mounted  at 
ihe  expense  of  the  corporation,  except  two  twelve-pounders, 
which  were  left  without  amipupition,  and  nearly  all  the  arras 
belonging  to  the  town.  They  left  no  men  but  the  exempts 
from  age  and  other  causes,  and  a  few  who  had  not  reported 
themselves  or  had  found  substitutes;  and  it  i?  not  believed 
that,  after  their  departure,  pne  hundred  effective  armed  men 
could  have  been  mustered  in  the  town.  The  two  iron  twelve- 
pounders  remained  until  the  25th,  when,  Alexandria  bemg 
open  to  the  enemy,  then  in  full  possession  of  Washington, 
they  were  removed  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  by  or- 
ders received  from  general  Young. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th,  the  Alexandria  militia  were  or- 
dered to  recross  the  Potomac:  they  did  so,  and  were  march- 
ed through  town  without  halting,  to  the  country,  and  with- 
out giving  information  to  the  authorities  or  inhabitants  of  the 
place  of  their  destination,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  syth, 
when  the  fleet  approached,  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  town 
knew  not  where  they  were.  It  has  since  appeared  that  they 
were  then  stationed  about  nineteen  miles  from  the  town,  by 
the  orders  of  general  Wjnder.  It  is  here  proper  Jo  state  that 
general  Winder,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  informed  the 
committee  of  vigilance,  who  waited  on  him,  that  he  could' 
send  no  part  of  the  forces  with  him  to  Alexandria;  but  that 
he  had  ordered  general  Young  to  cross  over  to  Alexandria, 
if  practicable,  if  not,  to  fall  down  the  river.  The  committee 
of  vigilance,  on  receiving  this  information,  sent  boats  over  to 
the  Maryland  shore  sufficient  in  number  to  bring  over  the 
whole  of  general  Young's  force  at  once;  but  when  the  boats 
reached  him,  he  had  received  orders  from  the  secretary  of 
war  to  retain  his  position,  as  general  Young  in  a  communica- 
tion to  the  mayor  stated. 

The  commiitee  of  vigilance,  despairing  of  obtaining  any 
assistance  from  the  general  government^  and  having  infor- 
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mation  of  the  rapid  approach  of  the  enemy  towards  the  capi- 
tal by  land,  and  that  their  squadron  was  approaching  Alex- 
andria by  water,  deemed  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
common  council  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect: 

"  That  in  case  the  British  vessels  should  pass  the  fort,  or 
their  forces  approach  \he  town  by  land,  and  there  should  be 
no  sufficient  force  on  our  part  to  oppose  them,  with  any  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  success,  they  should  appoint  a  comnuttee 
to  carry  a  flag  to  the  officer  commanding  the  enemy^s  force 
about  to  attack  the  town,  and  to  procure  the  best  terras  for 
the  safety  of  persons,  houses,  and  property  in  their  power/' 

This  recommendation  was  made  on  the  day  of  the  battle  ^ 
at  Bladensburg,  and  on  the  same  day  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed by  the  common  council. 

The  battle  of  Bladensburg  having  terminated  in  the  de- 
feat of  our  troops,  and  general  Winder  having  been  obliged 
to  retreat  from  the  capital  towards  Montgomery  court-house^ 
about  fifteen  miles  to  the  west  of  it,  the  city  of  Washington  was 
left  in  the  entire  possession  of  the  enemy.  The  citizens  of 
Alexandria  saw  nothing  lo  impede  the  march  of  the  British 
to  their  town — saw  nothing  to  restrain  them  from  commit- 
ting the  most  brutal  outrages  upon  the  female  portion  of  so- 
ciety, having  neither  arms  nor  men  to  make  defence  with;' 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments were  absent,  and  it  was  not  known  where  they  were 
to  be  found;  no  military  commander  or  officer  of  the  gene- 
ral government  was  present  to  direct  or  advise. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  was  considered  by  the  common 
council  as  their  duty  to  send  a  flag  to  the  British  commander, 
to  know  what  treatment  might  be  expected  from  him  in  case 
his  troops  should  approach  Alexandria,  and  should  succeed 
in  obtaining  possession  of  the  town.  Admiral  Cockburn,  to 
whom  the  communication  was  made,  assured  the  very  re- 
spectable gentlemen  who  bore  the  flag,  that  private  property 
of  all  description  should  be  respected;  that  it  was  probable 
that  fresh  provisions  and  some  flour  might  be  wanted,  but 
that  whatever  they  did  take  should  be  paid  for. 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, the  British  squadron  had  been  gradually  ascending  the 
Potomac,  and  on  the  27th  of  August,  three  days  after  the  bat- 
tle at  Bladensburg,  it  reached  fort  Warburton.  No  change 
had  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  means  of  the  defence  of 
the  town  of  Alexandria.  Upon  the  fort  did  the  safety  of 
Alexandria  now  entirely  depend.  The  citizens  looked  with 
great  anxiety  to  this  pomt  for  protection.  But,  to  their  great 
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surprise  and  mortification,  and  without  the  concurrence  or 
wish  of  the  municipal  authority  of  the  town  or  of  any  mem- 
ber of  it,  the  fort  was  ahandoned  and  the  magazine  blown  up 
by  the  United  States'  garrison  on  the  evening  of  the  2rih, 
Without  firing  a  single  gun. 

This  relinquishment  of  the  fort  decided  the  fate  of  Alex- 
andria. Nothing  was  left  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  squad- 
ron, and  on  tht*  morning  of  the  28th  it  passed  the  ruins  of 
the  fort  on  its  way  to  town;  their  barges  had  sounded  a  con- 
siderable distance  above.  About  ten  o'clock  of  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  after  the  squadron  was  above  the  fort,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  council  to  bear  the  flag  to  the  enemy 
in  case  they  should  pass  the  fort,  set  out  upon  their  mission, 
and  proceeded  to  the  ship  commanded  by  captain  Gordon. 
'JTiey  requested  to  know  what  his  intentions  were  in  regard  to 
the  town  of  Alexandria.  They  were  informed  by  captain  Gor- 
don that  he  would  communicate  his  terms  when  he  came  op- 
posite the  town.  But  he  assured  them,  that,  in  the  meantime^ 
if  the  squadron  was  not  molested  by  the  inhabitants,  the  per- 
sons, houses,  and  furniture  of  the  citizens  should  not  be  in- 
jured. One  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  flag  was  the 
mayor.  Upon  his  return  from  the  squadron,  he  was  informed 
that  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry  from  the  army  of  gene- 
ral Hungerford  had  been  in  town,  probably  for  the  purpose 
of  reconnoitering  the  enemy;  that  it  had  remained  but  a  short 
time.  Upon  inquiry  it  was  understood  that  the  army  of  ge- 
neral Hungerford  was  at  that  time  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Alexandria,  on  its  march  to  that  place,  having  followed  "the 
Briush  squadron  along  the  shores  of  PotonKic  a  great  part 
of  its  way  up.  The  force  of  general  Hungerford  was  com- 
posed of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  two  or  three  small  pieces 
of  artillery,  not  calculated  to  afford  any  protection  to  the 
town. 

The  municipal  authority  of  the  town  had  received  no  ad- 
vices of  the  approach  of  this  army ;  and  after  the  return  of 
the  flag,  it  was  too  late  to  enter  into  any  arrangements  with 
general  Hungerford  for  defence — he  was  too  distant  to  af- 
ford retlief. 

The  squadron  having  suspended  its  approach  to  the  town, 
did  not  reach  it  until  the  evening  of  this  day.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  next  day,  to  wit,  the  29th  of  August,  it  arranged 
itself  along  the  town,  so  as  to  command  it  from  one  extrc- 
tnity  to  the  other.  The  force  consisted  of  two  frigates,  to 
Wit,  the  Seahorse,  rating  38  guns,  and  Euryalus,  rating  36 
gtitis,  W6  r6cket-ship8y  of  18  guns  each,  two  bomb-ships,  of 
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S  guns  each,  and  a  schooner  of  2  guns,  which  were  but  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  wharves,  and  the  houses  so  situa* 
ted  that  they  might  hare  been  laid  in  ashes  in,a  few  minutes* 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  captain  Gordoii 
sent  to  the  mayor  the  following  terms: 

His  Majesty^ s  Ship  Seahorse^  off  Alexandria^ 
the  29th  day  of  August^  1814. 
Gentlemen, 

In  consequence  of  a  de^itation  yesterday  received  from 
the  city  of  Alexandria,  requesting  favourable  terms  for  the 
safety  of  their  city,  the  undermentioned  are  the  only  condi^ 
tions  in  my  power  to  offer. 

The  town  of  Alexandria  (with  the  exception  of  public 
works)  shall  not  be  destroyed,  unless  hostilities  are  commenc* 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Americans;  nor  shall  the  inhabitants  be 
molested  in  any  manner  whatever,  or  their  dwelling-houses 
entered,  if  the  following  articles  are  complied  with. 

1^^  article.  All  naval  and  ordnance  stores  (public  and  pri- 
vate) must  be  immediately  delivered  up. 

fid  article*  Possession  will  be  immediately  taken  of  all  the 
shipping,  and  their  furniture  must  be  sent  on  board  by  the 
owners  without  delay. 

Sd  article.  The  vessels  that  have  been  sunk  must  be  de- 
livered up  in  the  state  they  were  in  on  the  19th  of  August, 
the  day  of  the  squadron  passing  the  Kettle  Bottoms. 

Aith  article.  Merchandise  of  every  description  must  be  in- 
stantly delivered  up;  and,  to  prevent  any  irregularities  that 
might  be  committed  in  its  embarkation,  the  merchants  have 
it  in  their  option,  to  load  the  vessels  generally  employed  for 
that  purpose,  when  they  will  be  towed  off  by  us. 

Sth  article.  All  merchandise  that  has  been  removed  from 
Alexandria  since  the  19th  instant,  is  to  be  included  in  the 
above  articles. 

6th  article.  Refreshments  of  every  description  to  be  sup- 
plied the  ships  and  paid  for  at  the  market  price,  by  l;>ills  on 
the  British  government. 

7th  article.  Officers  will  be  appointed  to  see  that  the 
articles  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  are  strictly  complied  with,  and 
any  deviation  or  non-compliance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Alexandria  will  render  this  treaty  null  and  void. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  JAMES  A.  GORDON, 

Captain  of  his  majesty^s  ship  Seahorse^  and 
.  senior  officer  of  his  majesty* s  ships  before  Alexandria* 
(To  the  council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria* 
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Upon  the  mayor's  receiving  them  he  sent  for  the  members' 
of  the  committee  of  vigilance.  These  terms  were  borne  by 
one  of  the  officers  of  captain  Gordon's  frigate,  who  stated 
but  one  hour  was  allowed  him  to  wait  for  a  reply  to  them* 
Upon  ibeir  being  read  by  the  mayor  and  the  committee,  it 
was  observed  to  the  officer  by  the  mayor  and  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  it  would  be  impossible  that  the  common  council 
could  accede  to  several  of  them;  that  the  municipal  authority 
of  the  town  had  no  power  to  recal  the  merchandise  that  had 
been  sent  out  subsequent  to  the  19th  of  August.  The  reply 
of  the  officer  was,  in  that  case  it  could  not  be  expected. 

He  was  further  informed  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  common  council  to  compel  the  citizens  to  assist  in 
getting  up  the  sunken  vessels.  The  officer  answered  that  their 
sailors  would  then  do  it.  He  was  required  to  explain  what 
was  intended  by  the  term  merchandise,  as  used  in  the  4tk 
article.  He  answered  that  it  was  intended  to  embrace  that 
species  of  merchandise  only  which  was  intended  for  expor- 
tation, such  as  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  bale-goods,  &c. 

The  mayor  and  one  of  the  committee  requested  to  know 
whether  the  commodore  intended  to  require  a  delivery  of 
any  more  of  the  merchandise  than  he  could  'take  ai^ay  with 
him.  He  answered  it  would  not  be  required.  This  explanation 
was  afterwards  recognized  by  captain  Gordon.  With  these 
verbal. explanations  the  preceding  terms  were  submitted  to 
the  common  council.  It  will  be  here  proper  to  remark,  that 
when  these  terms  were  proposed  and  submitted  to  the  com- 
mon council,  general  Hungerford  had  not  arrived  with  his 
army,  nor  did  it  reach  the  suburbs  of  the  town  until  the  night 
of  that  day. — The  town  was  still  without  any  means  of  de- 
fence, and  it  was  evident  that  no  defence  could  avail,  but  that 
species  of  force  which  would  be  calculated  to  drive  the  ships 
from  their  mooring.  No  communication  had  been  received 
from  the  officers  of  the  general  government,  and  the  town 
appeared  to  be  abandoned  to  its  fate.  Under-  these  circum- 
stances the  common  council  could  have  no  hesitation  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  The  citizens  of  the  town  of  all 
descriptions,  with  an  immense  value  of  property  were  en- 
tirely in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  whose  naval  comqnander, 
according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  dated  on  the  first  of  September,  has  declared  his 
"  purpose  to  be,  to  tmploy  the  force  under  his  direction  in 
destroying  and  laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon 
the  coast  as  may  be  found  assailable.^'  A  similar  declaration 
had  been  made  by  captain  Gordon  tQ  the  committee' who 
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bore  the  flag.  Against  the  attack  of  such  an  enemy  was  the 
town  of  Alexandria  without  any  means  of  defence  whatever. 
The  people  of  the  town  were  at  his  mercy,  and  compelled  to 
yield  to  such  terms  as  the  '*  victor'*  might  prescribe.  If  the 
•members  of  the  municipal  authority  and  citizens  of  the  town 
had  given  loose  to  the  feelings  of  indignaiion  which  the  occa- 
sion had  excited,  and  had  sacrificed  the  town,  and  had  ex- 
posed their  wives  and  daughters  to  the  wanton  insults  of  an 
unrestrained  enemy,  they  would  have  betrayed  their  trusts 
and  have  deplored  the  consequences. 

The  common  council  therefore  were  obliged  to  yield  sub- 
mission to  the  terms  as  explained,  and  did  thereupon  pass 
and  publish  the  following  resolution: 

^'^ Resolved^  That  the  common  council  of  Alexandria,  in  as- 
senting to  the  conditions  offered  by  the  commander  of  the 
British  squadron  now  off  the  town',  has  acted  from  the  im- 
pulse of  irresistible  necessity,  and  solely  from  the  regard 
to  the  welfaie  of  the  town.  That  it  considers  the  assent  by 
it  given  as  only  formal,  inasmuch  as  the  enemy  already  had 
it  in  their  power  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand by  a  seizure  of  the  property  required  from  us;  and 
believing  the,  safety  of  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  of  ^ 
their  dwellings,,  and  of  such  property  as  is  not  compre- 
hended within  the  requisition,  to  depend  entirely  upon  the 
observance  of  the  terms  of  it,  the  common  council  recom- 
mends to  the  inhabitants  an  acquiescence:  at  the  same  time 
it  does  expressly  disclaim  the  power  of  doing  any  act  on 
its  part  to  enforce  compliance;  its  authority  in  this  particular  - 
being  limited  to  recommendation  only." 

In  the  execution  of  the  terms  imposed  by  the  eliemy  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  the  verbal  explanations  made  by  the 
officer  to  the  mayor  were  generally  adhered  to.  No  mer- 
•  chandise  was  required  to  be  brought  back  to  the  town;  no 
assistance  was  required  of  or  offered  by  the  citizens  in  get- 
ting up  the  sunken  vessels.  The  depredations  of  the  enemy, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  were  confined  to  flour,  cotton,  and  to- 
bacco, which  they  carried  off  in  some  of  the  vessels  then  at 
the  town;  only  one  vessel  was  burnt;  no  private  dwelling  was 
visited  or  entered  in  a  rude  or  hostile  manner,  nor  were  citi- 
zens personally  exposed  to  insult. 

The  loss  sustained  from  the  enemy  it  is  believed  will  not 
exceed  the  following:— three  ships,  three  brigs,  several  bay  and 
river  craft,  the  number  of  which  has  not  been  ascertained; 
all  of  which  were  carried  away,  and  one  ship  burnt.  The 
quantity  of  floiir  carried  away  it  is  believed  will  not  exceed 
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sixteen  thousand  barrels — about  one  thousand  hogsheads  to* 
bacco;  one  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  cotton,  and  of  wine, 
sugar,  and  other  articles,  not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars 
worth. 

His  Majesty^ s  Ship  Tonnant  Chesapeake^ 
Sir,  September  IfUA^  1814. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  2d  instant,  recounting  the  success 
of  our  expedition  against  Washington,  I  acquainted  you,  for 
the  information  of  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
that  the  winds  had  been  unfiivourable  for  the  return  of  the 
ships  which  had  been  detached  up  the  Potomac,  under  cap- 
tain J.  A.  Gordon,  of  the  Seahorse,  to  co-operate  against  the 
capitol;  but  that  I  had  heard  of  their  having  accomplished 
the  destruction  of  Fort  Washington.  I  have  now  the  honour 
not  only  to  confirm  this  report,  but  to  transmit,  for  their  lord- 
ships' information,  a  copy  of  captain  Gordon's  detail  of  his 
proceedings,  in  which  his  further  success  has  exceeded  my 
most  sanguine  expectations;  having  forced  the  populous  city 
of  Alexandria  to  capitulate,  and  having  brought  down  the 
river  in  triumph,  though  a  series  of  obstacles  and  detennin^ 
opposition,  a  fleet  of  21  enemy's  vessels.  The  difficulties 
which  presented  themselves  to  these  ships  in  ascending  the 
river,  impeded  by  shoals  and  contrary  winds,  and  the  increas- 
ed obstacles  which  the  enemy  had  prepared  against  their  re- 
turn, with  a  confident  hope  of  obstructing  their  descent,  were 
only  to  be  overcome  by  the  most  indefatigable  exertions. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  and  gallantry  display- 
ed by  every  one  employed  upon  this  service,  which  deserve 
my  warmest  applause,  will  be  further  honoured  by  the  ap- 
probation of  their  lordships. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice-admiral^  commander  in  chief* 

Sir,  Seahorse^  Chesapeake^  September  9M,  1814. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  into  the  river 
Potomac,  with  the  ships  named  in  the  margin^,  on  the  17th 
of  last  month;  but  from  being  without  pilots  to  assist  us 
through  that  difficult  part  of  the  river  called  the  Kettle  Bot- 
toms, and  from  contrary  winds,  we  were  unable  to  reach 
Fort  Washington   until  the  evening  of  the  27th;  nor  was 

'^  Seahorsei  Euryalus,  Devastation^  JEtn»|  Meteor,  Erebus^  Anns  Ms* 
rk.  despatch  b  oat. 
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this  effected  but  by  the  severest  labour.  I  believe  each  of  the 
ships  was  not  less  than  20  different  times  aground,  and  each 
time  we  were  obliged  tq  haul  off  by  main  strength,  and  we  were 
employed  warping  for  five  whole  successive  days,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  hours,  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  miles. 

The  bomb-ships  wer^  placed  on  the  evening  of  the  27th^ 
and  immediately  began  the  bombardment  of  the  fort,  it  be- 
ing my  intention  to  attack  it  with  the  frigates  at  daylight  the 
following  morning.  On  the  bursting  of  the  first  shell,  the 
garrison  were  observed  to  retreat;  but  supposing  some  con- 
cealed design,  I  directed  the  fire  to  be  continued.  At  eight 
o'clock,  howeVer,  my  doubts  were  removed  by  the  explosion 
of  the  powder  magazine,  which  destroyed  the  inner  buildings, 
and  at  daylight  on  the  28th  we  took  possession.  Besides  the 
principal  fort,  which  contained  two  52-pounders,  two  32-poan- 
ders,  and  eight  24-pounders,  there  was  a  battery  on  the  beach 
of  five  l8-pounders,  a  martello  tower,  with  twd  12-pounder3 
and  loop  holes  for  musketry,  and  a  battery  in  the  rear  of  two 
12  and  six  6 -pound  field-pieces.  The  whole  of  these  guns 
were  already  spiked  by  the  enemy,  ^rid  their  complete  des- 
truction, with  their  carriages  also,  was  effected  Jjy  the  sea- 
men and  marines  sent  on  that  service,  in  less  than  two  hours. 
The  populous  city  of  Alexandria  thus  lost  its  only  defence; 
and,  having  buoyed  the  channel,  I  deemed  it  bet'ter  to  post- 
pone giving  any  answer  to  a  proposal  made  to  me  for  its  ca- 
pitulation until  the  following  morning,  when  I  was  enabled 
to  place  the  shipping  in  such  a  position  as  would  insure  as-  / 
sent  to  the  terms  I  had  decided  to  enforce. 

To  this  measure  I  attribute  their  ready  acquiescence,  as  it 
removed  that  doubt  of  my  determination  to  proceed, -which 
had  been  raised  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  by  our  army 
having  retired  from  Washington;  this  part  of  our  proceed- 
ings will  be  further  explained  by  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

The  honourable  lieutenant  Gordon,  of  this  ship,  was  sent 
on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  to  prevent  the  escape  pf  any  of 
the  vessels  comprised  in  the  capitulation,  and  the  whole  of 
those  which  were  seaworthy,  amounting  to  21  in  number^ 
were  fitted  and  loaded  by  the  31st. 

Captain  Baker,  of  the  Fairy,  bringing  your  orders  of  the 
26th,  having  fought  his  way  up  the  river  past  a  battery  of 
five  guris,  and  a  large  military  force,  confirmed  the  rumours, 
which  had  already  reached  me,  of  strong  measures  having 
been  taken  to  oppose  our  return,  and  I  therefore  quitted  A]- 

"VXJi.*  ir.  -        [X] 
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exandria  without  waiting  to  destroy  those  remaining'  stores 
which  we  had  not  the  means  of  bringing  away. 

Contrary  winds  again  occasioned  as  the  laborious  task  of 
warping  the  ships  down  the  river,  in  which  a  day'^  delay 
took  place,  owing  to  the  Devastation  grounding.  The  enemy 
took  advantage  of  this  circumstance  to  attempt  her  destruc- 
tion, by  three  fire-vessels,  attended  by  five  boats^  but  their 
object  was  defeated  by  the  promptitude  and  gallantry  ofcap- 
tain  Alexander,  who  pushed  off  with  his  own  boats,  and  be- 
ing followed  by  those  of  the  other  ships,  chased  the  boats  of 
the  enemy  up  to  the  town  of  Alexandria.  The  cool  and 
steudy  conduct  of  Mr.  John  Moore,  midshipman  of  the  Sea- 
horse, in  towing  the  nearest  fire-vessel  on  shore  whilst  the 
others  were  removed  from  the  power  of  doing  mischief  by 
the  smaller  boats  of  the  Devastation,  entitles  him  to  my 
highest  commendation. 

The  Meteor  and  the  Fairy,  assisted  by  the  Anna  Maria 
despatch  boat,  belonging  to  the  Euryalus,  with  a  howitzer, 
had  greatly  impeded  the  progress  of  the  enemy  in  their 
works;  notwithstanding  which,  they  were  enabled  to  increase 
their  battery  to  eleven  guns,  with  a  furnace  for  heating  shot 
On  the  third,  the  wind  coming  to  the  N.  W.  the  Etna  and 
the  Erebus  succeeded  in  getting  down  to  their  assistance,  and 
the  whole  of  us,  with  the  prizes,  were  assembled  there  on 
the  fourth,  except  the  Devastation,  which,  in  spite  of  our  ut- 
most exertion  in  warping-  her,  still  remained  five  miles  high- 
er up  the  river.  This  was  the  moment  when  the  enemy  made 
his  greatest  efforts  to  effect  our  destruction. 

The  Erebus  being  judiciously  placed  by  captain  Bartho- 
lomew, in  admirable  position  for  harassing  the  workmen 
employed  in  the  trenches,  was  attacked  by  three  field-pieces 
which  did  her  considerable  damage  before  they  were  beaten 
off.  And  ..nother  attempt  being  made  to  destroy  the  Devasta- 
tion with  fire-vessels,  I  sent  the  boats  under  captain  Baker 
to  her  assistance;    nothing  could  exceed  the  alacrity  widi 
which  captain  Baker  went  on  this  service;  to  which  i  attri- 
bute the  immediate  retreat  of  the  boats  and  fire-vessels.  His 
loss,  however,   was    considerable,  owing  to  their  having 
sought  refuge  under  some  guns  in  a  narrow  creek,  thickly 
wooded,  from  which  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  dislodge 
them. 

On  the  5th,  at  noon,  the  wind  coming  fair,  and  all  my  ar- 
rangements being  made,  the  Seahorse  and  Euryalus  anchor- 
ed within  h  »rt  musket-shot  of  the  batteries,  while  the  whole 
of  the  priz^^e  passed  betw4xt  us  and  the  shosdj  the  bomb?^  the 
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Fairy,  and  Erebus,  firing  as  they  passed,  and  afterwards  an- 
choring in  a*favourable  position  for  facilitating,  by  means  of 
their  force,  the  further  removal  of  the  frigates.  At  three, 
P.  M.,  having  completely  silenced  the  enemy's  fire,  the  Sea- 
horse and  Euryalus  cut  their  cables,  and  the  whole  of  us  pro- 
ceeded to  the  next  position  taken  up  by  the  troops,  where 
they  had  two  batteries,  mounting  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 
guns,  on  a  range  of  cliffs  of  about  a  mile  extent,  under  which 
we  were  of  necessity  obliged  to  pass  very  close.  I  did  not 
intend  to  make  the  attack  that  evening,  but  the  Erebus 
grounding  within  range,  we  were  necessarily  called  into  ac- 
tion. On  this  occasion  the  fire  of  the  Fairy  had  the  most  de- 
cisive effect,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Erebus,  while  the  bombs 
threw  their  shells  with  excellent  precision,  and  the  guns  of 
the  batteries  thereby  completely  silenced  by  about  eight 
o'clock. 

At  daylight  on  the  6th  I  made  signal  to  weigh— and  so 
satisfied  were  the  whole  of  the  parties  opposed  to  us  of  their 
opposition  being  ineffectual,  that  they  allowed  us  to  pass 
without  further  molestation.  I  cannot  close  this  detail  of  ope- 
rations, comprising  a  period  of „  twenty-three  days,  without 
begging  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  singular  exertion 
of  those  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  command,  by  which  our 
success  was  effected.  Our  hammocks  were  down  only  two 
nights  during  the  whole  time;  the  many  laborious  duties 
which  we  had  to  perform  were  executed  with  cheerfulness, 
which  I  shall  ever  remember  with  pride,  and  which  will  in- 
sure I  hope,  to  the  whole  of  the  detachments,^  your  favoura- 
ble estimation  of  their  extraordinary  zeal  and  abilities. 

To  captain  Napier  I  owe  more  obligations  than  I  have  words 
to  express.    The  Euryalus  lost  her  bowsprit,  the  head  of 
her  foremast,  and  the  heads  of  all  her  topmasts,  in  a  torna- 
do which  she  encountered  on  the  25th,  just  as  her  sails  were 
clued  up,  whilst  we  were  passing  the  flats  of  Maryland  point, 
and  yet  after  twelve  hours  work  on  her  refittal  she  was  again 
under   way  and  advancing  up  the  river.    Captain  Napier 
speaks  highly  of  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Thomas  Herbert^ 
on  this  as  well  as  on  every  other  of  the  many  trying  occa- 
sions which  called  his  abilities  into  action.    His  exertions 
•were  also  particularly  conspicuous  in  the  prizes^many  of 
-which,  already  sunk  by  the  enemy,  were  weighed,  masted, 
hove  down,  caulked,  rigged,  and  loaded  by  our  little  squad- 
ron, during  the  three  days  which  we  remained  at  Alexandria. 
It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  amongst  officers  who  had  a 
greater  share  of  duty  than  often  falls,  to  the  lot  of  any,  and 
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which  each  performed  with  the  greatest  credit  to  his  profes- 
sional character.  I  cannot  omit  to  recommehd  to  your  notice 
the  meritorious  conduct  of  captains  Alexander,  Bartholo- 
mew, Baker,  and  Kenah,  the  latter  of  whom  led  us  through 
many  of  the  difficulties  of  the  navigation;  and  particularly 
to  captain  Roberts  of  the  Meteor,  who,  besides  undergoing 
the  fatigues  of  the  day,  employed  the  night  in  coming  the 
distance  of  ten  miles  to  communicate  and  consult  with  me 
upon  our  further  operations  preparatory  to  pur  passing  the 
batteries. 

So  universally  good  was  the  conduct  of  all  the  oflScers,  sea- 
men, and  marines  of  the  detachment,  I  cannot  particularize 
with  justice  to  them;  but  I  owe  it  to  the  long  tried  experi* 
ence  I  have  had  of  Mr.  Henry  King,  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Seahorse,  to  point  out  to  you,  that  such  was  his  eagerness  to 
take  the  part  to  which  his  abilities  would  have  directed  him 
on  this  occasion,  that  he  even  came  out  of  a  sick  bed  to  com- 
mand at  his  quarters,  whilst  the  ship  was  passing  the*batte- 
rics*;  nor  can  I  ever  forget  how  materially  the  service  is  in- 
debted to  Mr.  A.  Loubain  the  master,  for  both  finding  and 
buoying  the  channel  of  a  naivigation,  which  no  ship  of  simi- 
lar dnilt  of  water  had  ever  before  passed  with  their  guns  and 
stores  on  board,  and  which  according  to  a  report  of  a  sea- 
man now  in  the  ship,  was  not  accomplished  by  the  President 
American  frigate,  even  after  taking  her  guns  out,  under  a 
period  of  42  days. 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  also  of  the 
vessels  captured. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  A.  GORDON, 
"^^  Captdlac 

To  sir  Alexander  Cochrane^  commander  in  chiefs  &fc. 

JReturn  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  his  majesty*s  ships 
employed  in  the  Potomac  river  between  September  1  and 
5,  1814. 

Total— 7  killed;  35  wounded. 
(Signed)  JAMES  A.  GORDON, 

^  Captain* 

•  The  first  two  ^uns,  pointed  by  lieutenant  King,  disabled  each  a  gun 
of  the  cnemv. 


'.« 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy^  dated  Washington^  September  7,  1814. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  proceeded 
with  the  detachment  of  sailors  and  marines  under  my  com- 
mand to  the  White  House,  on  the  west  bank  of  ^e  PotomaC, 
there  to  erect  batteries  and  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  ene- 
my's ships  on  their  passage  down  the  river.  Captain  Crcigh- 
ton,  lieutenant  Clack,  and  several  other  navy  officers,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Augustus  Monroe,  Mr.  Ferdinand  Fairfax,  and  se- 
veral other  citizens  and  officers  of  the  militia  and  volunteer 
companies,  hearing  of  my  destination,  volunteered  their  ser- 
vices on  the  occasion,  and  ably  supported  me  through  the  ar- 
duous and  fatiguing  enterprise.  By  preceding  my  men,  I  ar-^ 
rived  in  company  with  the  honourable  secretary  of  state,  and 
generals  Hungerford  and  Young,  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
instant  at  the  spot  fixed  on,  where  I  found  a  few  militia  be- 
longing to  general  Hungerford's  army,  clearing  away  the  trees 
to  make  room  for  mounting  our  cannon,  which  had  not  yet 
arrived,  but  which  had  been  seen  on  their  way  down,  con- 
sisting of  three  long  eighteens  and  two  twelves.  Generals 
Hungerford  and  Young  had  received  orders  to  co-operate 
with  me,  to  detach  men  on  my  requisition,  and  make  such 
disposition  of  their  forces  as  would  effectually  protect  me  in 
the  rear,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  landing;  the  positions 
they  were  to  occupy  were  also  allotted  to  them  by  mutual 
agreement,  when  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  pass,  as  it  was 
believed  that,  concealed  by  the  thick  woods  on  the  high  bank, 
they  would  be  enabled  to  clear  the  enemy's  decks  with  their 
musketr)%  and  in  a  great  measure  divert  his  fire  from  our 
battery.  At  the  moment  of  my  arrival,  one  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  of  war,  a  brig  of  eighteen  guns,  was  seen  coming  up. 
General  Hungerford  and  his  men  took  their  position  in  the 
woods;  and  two  small  four-pounders  that  instant  arriving,  I 
caused  them  to  be  planted  on  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  on 
the  enemy  arriving  abreast  of  us  we  opened  a  brisk  fire  on 
him;  having  a  fine  breeze  he  was  enabled  to  pass  us,  but 
could  fire  only  one  broadside  as  he  crossed  the  fire  of  our 
field-pieces  and  musketry;  the  militia  continued  following  bim 
up  along  the  bank  and  greatly  annoytd  him  by  their  well-di- 
r^ected  fire.  In  this  affair  we  had  only  one  man  wounded,  and 
wc  believed  our  elevated  position  rendered  breast-works  use- 
less, as  it  was  remarked  that  none  but  the  enemy's  grape  passed 
over  us,  his  round  shot  went  into  the  bank  below.  No  men 
could  have  shown  more  zeal  on  the  occasion  than  those  com- 
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posing  the  army,  and  if  they  committed  any  errors  which  gave 
rise  to  confusion,  they  proceeded  from  an  over  desire  to  in- 
jure the  enemv.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  sailors  and  marines, 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing; — their  conduct  on 
all  such  occasions  has  ever  been  uniform.  The  evening  of  our 
arrival  two  eighteen-pounders  reached  our  position,  and  next 
morning  one  of  the  enemy's  bomh-ships  and  two  barges,  one 
carr^'ing  a  long  two-and-thirty,  the  other  a  mortar,  com- 
menced their  operations  upon  us,  the  first  throwing  shells  in 
front,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  shot;  the  other  flanking  us 
on  our  right;  several  shells  fell  near  and  burst  over  our  bat- 
tery, and  although  the  firing  lasted  all  day,  without  intermis- 
sion, it  had  no  other  effect  than  to  accustom  the  militia  to  the 
danger.  In  the  afternoon  I  took  an  eighteen-pounder  to  a  more 
advanced  point,  abou^  a  mile  distant,  and  commenced  a  £re 
on  the  bomb-ship,  which  did  so  much  execution  as  co  draw 
on  me  the  fire  of  all  their  vessels,  including  a  schooner  and 
an  eighteen  gun  brig  which  had  dropped  down  that  day.  On 
the  third,  the  enemy  was  reinforced  from  above  by  another 
bomb-ship  and  a  sloop  of  war  fitted  up  as  a  rocket-ship.  The 
latter  anchoring  within  reach  of  our  battery,  we  were  enabled 
to  play  on  her  with  great  effect,  and  compelled  her  to  change 
her  position.  All  this  day  and  the  succeeding  night  the  enp- 
my  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  us  of  shot,  shells,  and  rockets.  In 
the  course  of  the  day  their  prizes  from  Alexandria  anchored 
above  them,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  our  cannon.  The  work 
of  our  battery  went  on;  five  light  field-pieces,  from  four  to 
six-pounders,  arrived  and  were  planted,  and  we  had  every 
hope  of  soon  receiving  some  long  thirty-two-pounders  from 
Washington;  we  built  a  furnace  for  hot  shot,  and  time  only 
appeared  necessary  to  make  ourselves  formidable.  The  whole 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth,  an  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
enemy  night  and  day.  He  had  once  attempted  landing  at 
night,  it  is  supposed  with  an  intention  of  spiking  the  guns  of 
our  battery,  but  was  repulsed  by  the  picket  guard.  My  former 
plan  of  annoying  him  by  advancing  guns  was  adapted  to  bet- 
ter .effect  than  befor^e.    The  rocket-ship  lying  close  in  shore, 
was  much  cut  up  by  a  twelve-pounder  and  two  sixes  carried 
to  a  point;  scarcely  a  shot  missed  his  hull,  and  for  one  hour 
we  drew  to  this  point  the  fire  of  all  the  enemy's  force.  The 
cool  indifference  of  my  sailors  to  the  danger  to  which  they 
were  exposed  was  very  remarkable,  and  the  intrepidity  of 
captain  Griffith,  of  the  Alexandria  artillery,  his  officers  and 
men,  merit  the  highest  eulogiums.  They  fought  their  six- 
pounders  until  their  ammunition  was  expended,  and  coqily 
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retired  with  their  guns,  when  ordered  to  do  so,  under  a  shower 
of  the  enemy's  shot. 

We  now,  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  ceased  all  hostilities. 
Some  thirty-two-pounders  arrived.  Carpenters  were  employ- 
ed to  make  carriages.  Two  mortars,  a  large  quantity  of  am- 
munition, and  an  abundance  of  shot  and  shells  reached  us; 
two  barges  were  equipped,  and  every  thing  promised  that 
we  should  speedily  be  put  in  a  proper  state  for  annoying  th6 
enem3f^tfn  the  evening  two  frigates  anchored  alone  above  us^ 
inakinMMMjiole  force, 


Two  frigates,  carrying 

Three  bomb-ships, 

One  sloop  of  war  fitted  as  a  rocket-ship, 

One  brig,  , 

One  schooner. 

Two  barges  J 

Total,  173 

•  ^ 

The  guns  mounted  in  the  battery  were  three  eighteen- 
pounders,  two  twelve-pounders,  six  nine-pounders,  and  two 
fours.  My  two  mortars  were  without  carriages,  as  were  all 
my  thirty-two's;  for  notwithstanding  every  effort  was  made 
by  the  government  at  Washington  to  have  them  made  there, 
and  by  myself  on  the  spot,  they  could  not  be  completed  in 
time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  the  enemy  shewed  a  disposi- 
tion to  move.  I  advised  general  Hungerfo'rd  of  the  same,  and 
prepared  to  meet  them  with  hot  shot.  About  twelve  o'clock 
the  two  frigates  got  under  way,  with  a  fair  wind  and  tide^anid 
stood  down  for  us.  The  rocket-sloop,  bomb-vessels,  brig, 
schooner,  and  prizes  following  in  succession,  the  gun-boats 
endeavouring  to  flank  us  on  our  right.  I  immediately  des- 
patched an  officer  to  general  Hungerford,  to  request  him  to 
take  the  position  agreed  upon  in  the  woods  on  the  heights; 
but  from  the  distance  of  his  camp  and  the  quick  approach  of 
the  enemy,  he  was  unable  to  march  before  the  firing  coin* 
menced,  and,  after  that  period,  it  was  almost  impossible,  as 
I  have  understood,  from  the  vast  quantities  6f  shot,  shells, 
and  rockets  which  were  showered  over  the  hills  and  fell  among 
his  troops. 

As  the  enemy  approached,  a  well-directed  fire  was  kept  up 
from  the  battery  with  hot  and  cold  shot,  and  my  brave  offi- 
cers and  men  stood  the  broadsides  of  the  ships  with  unpafral- 
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leled  firmness.  I  anxiously  expected  the  militia  would  open 
their  fire  of  musketry,  but  was  disappointed;  the  cause  was 
not  explained  until  after  the  firing  ceased.  Finding  that  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed  at  my  force,  and  that 
in  a  few  minutes  all  his  force  would  be  brought  to  be^  on 
me,  and  (entertaining  no  hopes  of  preventing  his  passing)  as 
some  of  my  men  had  already  been  killed  and  wounded,  I  de- 
termined not  to  make  an  useless  sacrifice;  and  when  the  ene- 
my was  on  the  point  of  anchoring  abreast  the  battery,  after 
•sustaining  his  fire  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  I  direcjCed  the  offi- 
cers and  men  to  retire  behind  a  hill  on  our  left,  and  be  ia 
readiness  to  charge  the  enemy,  if  he  should  land  to  spike  our 
guns.  The  two  frigates  anchored  abreast,  the  bombs,  sloops, 
and  smaller  vessels  passed  outside  them,  all  pouring  into  the 
battery  and  neighbouring  woods  a  tremenduous  fire  of  every 
description  of  missive.  In  the  woods  on  the  left,  a  company 
of  riflemen  from  Jefferson  county,  Virginia,  under  captain 
George  W.  Humphreys,  greatly  distinguished  themselves  by 
a  well-directed  fire  on  the  enemy's  decks,  as  did  a  company 
of  itiilitia  under  the  command  of  captain  Gena,  who  waspostr 
ed  by  me  on  the  right.  The  first  lost  one  man  killed,  and  one 
Serjeant  and  four  privates  wounded;  the  latter,  two  privates 
killed.  The  company  of  artillery  which  so  much  distinguish- 
ed itself  on  a  former  occasion,  behaved  with  no  less  g^llantty 
to-day;  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  observe,  that  the 
militia  who  came  under  my  immediate  notice,  and  were  at- 
tached to  my  command,  voluntarily  or  otherwise,  conducted 
themselves  in  a  manner  which  reflects  on  them  and  their  coun- 
try the  highest  honour.  Many  before  the  battle  requested  to 
be  posted  near  me;  and  there  was  no  instance  where  one  of- 
fered to  retire  until  I  gave  the  order  to  retire — apd  it  was 
not  necessary  to  repeat  the  order  to  rally.  Captain  Grajrson 
of  the  marines  is  a  brave  and  zealous  officer — he  had  volun- 
teered to  come  with  his  detachment  under  me  at  Baltimore. 
Those  veterans  who  so  much  distinguished  themselves  under 
their  gallant  though  unfortunate  commander  at  Bladensburg, 
were  all  willing  to  try  another  battle— they  have  been  again 
unsuccessful,  but  no  less  courageous:  two  of  them  have 
fallen. 

Captain  Spencer  of  the  United  States*  artillery,  late  se- 
cond in  command  at  Port  Washington,  and  now  in  command 
of  the  officers  and  men  stationed  there,  were  attached  to  my 
cQmmand  b  the  war  department — they  have  given  the  most 
unquestionable  proof  that  it  was  not  want  of  courage  on  their 
part  which  caused  the  destruction  of  thatfort.  Captain  Spen- 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS.  fl^ 

ccr,  his  officers  and  men  merit  the  attention  of  their  country, 
and  have  incurred  my  esteem — three  of  them  were  killed.  The 
remnant  of  the  crewof  the?  Essex  behaved  as  usual.  Lieute- 
nant Barnwell  received  on  this  day  his  third  wound.  Doctor 
Hoffman  was  also  wounded  in  the  head.  To  particularise  the 
good  conduct  of  each  individual  placed  under  my  orders  would 
swell  too  much  the  bulk  of  this  letter.  Several  lieutenants  and 
midshipmen  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  many  young  gentlemen  of 
the  neighbourhood,  volunteered  to  serve  under  my  order  and 
near  my  person — they  all  conducted  themselves  with  great 
courage,  and  made  themselves  of  great  utility  before  and 
during  the  battle,  and  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  making 
you  more  particularly  ^quainted  with  their  names  and  me- 
rits. After  the  bombs,  gun-vessels,  and  prizes  had  all  pass- 
ed, the  frigate  proceeded  down  and  anchored  abreast  Indian 
Head,  where  a  constant  firing  was  kept  up  until  after  sunset; 
but  I  am  fearful  with  little  success  on  our  part. 

The  number  we  have  had  killed  and  wounded  on  thi»  oc- 
casion I  cannot  ascertain  exacdy.  I  am  induced  to  believe, 
however,  it  does  not  exceed  thirty,  and  when  we  consider  the 
constant  fire  which  has  been  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for  the 
four  days  preceding  their  passage  by  the  fort,  we  should  es- 
teem ourselves  very  fortunate.  His  damage  can  never  be 
known  by  us.  Some  of  his  ships  were  much  crippled,  and  I 
should  suppose  his  loss  considerable.  . 

I  have  understood,  that  in  order  to  bring  their  guns  to 
bear  on  our  battery,  they  -cut  away  the  upper  part  of  their 
ports,  and  took  the  inner  trucks  from  their  gun-carriages. 
When  they  had  passed  down,  I  sent  a  torpedo  after  them—- 
it  was  heard  to  explode  about  nine  at  nighty  but  I  have  not 
Icamt  the  effect  it  produced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
JSonourabk  William  Jones^  Secretary  ef  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy^  dated  Washington^  September  9th. 
The  inclosed  note  was  sent  to  me  by  colonel  Parker,  and 
I  beg  that  you  will  publish  it  along  with  my  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  PORTER; 
.  Jffon.  William  J  ones  i^  Secretary  of  the  Nctvtf* 
Vdt.  rv.  tY] 
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The  note  inclosed. 

The  very  moment  information  was  received  by  colonel 
Green  and  myself  of  the  enemy's  intention  to  come  down, 
the  regiments  were  paraded,  mine  being  in  front,  and  com- 
menced their  march.  Fearing  that  unless  the  ground  was 
previously  marked  out,  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in 
forming  in  the  midst  of  so  heavy  a  fire,  I  rode  forward  my- 
self; went  to  the  ground  on  the  right  of  the  battery  which 
was  to  have  been  my  station,  found  it  occupied  by  some  rifle- 
men, &c.;  then  went  to  the  left,  ordered  captain  Janway's 
company  to  take  their  position,  and  waited  myself  for  the 
regiment  to  cbme  up.  After  some  time  the  fire  becoming  ex* 
cessivelv  heavy,  I  found  that  the  sailors  and  marines  were 
retreating  from  the  fort,  and  seeing  commodore  Porter 
among  the  last,  I  ran  to  him  and  asked  if  he  had  ordered  it. 
He  replied  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  maintain  the  fort 
longer  against  so  disproportioned  a  force. 

I  could  myself  proceed  very  little  farther,  and  found  it  not 
only  more  dangerous  to  retreat  than  remain,  but  quite  im- 
possible to  rejoin  the  troops,  who  had,  as  I  understand,  con- 
tinued to  advance  within  300  yards  of  the  battery,  until 
general  Hungerford  ordered  a  retreat. 

The  1 1  th  regiment  was  a  second  time  ordered  to  advance 
obliquely  to  the  right  to  cover  the  battery,  and  did  so  advance 
until  they  came  within  view  of  the  shipping,  and  were  again 
retreated. 

Thebrigadeof  general  Young  were  in  colonel  Green*sand 
my  rear. 

R.  E.  PARKER, 

Lieutenant-colonel^  commaiiding  llth  regimen$» 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Hungerford  to  the 
Secretary  of  War^  dated  Head-Barters^  Camp  at  the  White 
House^  September  6th ^  1814. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  about  two  o'clock  the  enemy's  squadron 
discontinued  the  bombardment  which  had  been  kept  up, 
wiih  little  intermission,  for  three  days,  weighed  anchor,  and 
stood  down  the  river,  commencing  a  heavy  fire  on  the  bat- 
tery, and  across  the  neck  of  land  through  which  the  militU 
were  compelled  to  march  to  its  assistance.  The  rifle  com- 
panies under  captains  Humphries,  Tebbs,  and  Fields  were 
immediately  ordered  down  to  the  battery,  which  orders  wcr€, 
promptly  obeyed.  I  followed  with  colonel  Parker's  regiment, 
and  two  detachments  under  colonels  Green  and  Renno,leav- 
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ing  instructions  with  general  Young  to  take  a  position: be- 
tween us  and  a  creek,  which  made  up  some  distance  behind, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  falling  on  our  rear,  and  to 
co-operate  with  us,  if  necessary,  at  the  battery.  When  I  had 
proceeded  with  the  advance  to  a  point  within  three  or  four 
hundred  yards  of  the  river,  the  troops  were  halted  until  I 
could  obtain  accurate  information  of  the  precise  situation  of 
the  enemv.  About  this  time  commodore  Porter,  as  I  under- 
Stood,  finding  our  little  battery  insufficient  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  vessels,  after  having  long  gallantly  defended 
it,  and  considering  a  longer  contention  with  such  a  inperior- 
ity  of  metal  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  blood,  ordered  the  battery 
to  be  evacuated  and  his  men  to  retire,  which  they  did.  The 
two  largest  of  the  enemy's  vessels  then  anchored,  one  just 
above,  and  the  other  below  the  battery,  and  commenced  a 
most  galling  cross  fire  of  round  shot,  grape,  canister,  &c. 
The  troops  which  had  been  previously  ordered  to  shelter 
themselves  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  it  having  become  ex- 
tremely severe,  were  immediately  formed  and  marched  back 
to  a  place  of  comparative  security.  We  h-ad  scarcely  retired 
when  information  was  brought  that  the  enemy  discovered  a 
disposition  to  land,  and  aid  was  necessary  to  prevent  their 
*  spiking  our  cannon.  I  again  moved  down  with  the  troops  un- 
der my  command,  colonel  Dangerfield,  with  his  regiment, 
being  sent  on  before,  and  had  proceeded  to  a  valley  within 
about  fifty  yards  of  the  battery,  when  general  Young  and  my- 
self, who  were  following  with  the  residue  of  the  troops,  were 
met  by  commodore  Porter  within  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  river.  He  thought  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
expose  the  whole  army,  and  advised  that  200  men,  which  he 
thought  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  should  be  sent  down  to 
protect  the  battery.  All  the  troops  were  then  ordered  back, 
the  detail  made  and  sent  down  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Green,  major  Banks  following  with  200  men  to  aid  them,  if 
necessary. 

Permit  me  to  sav  that  it  was  impossible  for  men  to  have 
conducted  themselves  with  more  intrepidity  than  the  militia 
on  this  occasion.  Notwithstanding  the  dreadful  cross  fire  of 
ever)*  species  of  missive,  by  the  enemy,  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  without  a  possibility  of  returning  rhe  fire  (the  most 
trying  of  all  situations),  not  a  man  under  my  command  offer- 
ed to  move  until  an  order  to  that  effect  was  given;  and  then 
it  was  done  slowly  and  in  order.  I  beg  leave  also  to  men* 
tion  the  promptitude  and  alacrity  with  which  the  second  or- 
der to  march  through  a  tremendous  discharge  of  large  riiot 
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and  grape  for  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  was  immediately 
obeyed.  Captain  George  W.  Humphries,  with  his  rifle  com- 
pany, was  stationed  just  above  the  batter)',  and  ts  entitled  to 
the  highest  commendation  for  the  courage  and  activity  with 
which  he  fought.  Captain  Griffith,  of  Alexandria,  was  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  commodore  Porter,  who  spoke  of 
him  in  the  highest  terms  of  approbation.  Captain  Janey,  of 
Essex,  was  near  the  battery  at  the  time  of  the  action,  with  a 
fatigue  party  of  fifty  or  sixty  men,  and  deserves  to  be  particu- 
larly mentioned.  Our  whole  loss  was  eleven  killed,  and  se- 
venteen or  eighteen  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HUNGEHFORD, 

Brzgadier^gencral 
The  hon.  jfames  Monroe^  Secretary  of  War* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Perry  to  the  Secretary  cf  the 

Navy^  dated  Georgetown^  September  9th^  1814. 
Sir, 

The  battery  under  my  direction  at  the  Indian  Head  was  o^ 
too  small  a  calibre  to  make  much  impression  on  the  enemy, 
as  they  descended  the  Potomac  on  the  5th  instant.  A  singly 
cightcen-pounder,  which  arrived  only  thirty  minutes  before  ' 
the  firing  began,  ill  supplied  with  ammunition,  was  the  only 
gun  that  could  be  of  much  service. 

The  field-pieces  (six-pounders)  under  the  direction  of  that 
excellent  officer  major  Peter,  of  the  Georgetown,  and  captain 
Birch,  of  the  Washington  volunteers,  and  captain  Lewis,  rf 
general  Steward's  brigade,  kept  up  a  very  spirited  fire.  These 
officers,  together  with  captains  StuU  and  Davidson,  and  their 
brave  men,  behaved  in  the  handsomest  manner,  and  rende^ 
ed  all  the  assistance  their  limited  means  afforded. 

The  ammunition  of  the  eighteen-pounder,  and  of  several 
of  the  sixes,  being  expended,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from 
two  frigates,  two  sloops  of  war,  two  bombs,  one  rocket-ship, 
andjseveral  smaller  vessels,  being  very  heavy,  it  was  thought  ' 
advisable  by  general  Stewart,  major  Peter,  and  myself,  tore- 
tire  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  This  was  done  in  good  or* 
der,  after  sustaining  their  fire  for  more  than  an  hour.  Gene- 
ral Stewart  and  colonel  Beall  were  much  exposed  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  cannonading.  It  would  be  presumption  in 
me  to  speak  in  commendation  of  those  veterans. — I  cannot, 
however,  avoid  expressing  my  admiration  of  their  conduct. 
The  few  seamen  (pi  the  Guerrieie)    under   the  immediate 
xommand  of  lieutenant  Read,  of  the  Java,  exhibited  their 
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usual  bravery.  Indeed,  in  the  whole  of  this  affair,  ev^  offi- 
ce^ and  man  did  his  duty.  Major  Stewart  of  the  36th  regi- 
ment of  infantry  was  constantly  with  and  rendered  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power. 

The  advantageous  situation  we  occupied  prevented  the 
enemy  from  doing  us  much  injurj'^.  Only  one  man  was 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  J  ones  ^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy^  dated  Baltimore y  September  9,  1814. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I  have  to  inform  you, 
that  on  the  third  instant,  I  proceeded  down  the  Potomac  with 
three  small  fire  vessels  under  the  protection  of  four  barges 
or  cutters,  manned  with  about  sixty  seamen,  armed  with 
muskets,  destined  against  two  of  the  enemy's  frigates,  and 
a  bomb-ship  which  lay  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below  Alex- 
andria. V 

At  nine,  A.  M.,  in  advance  of  the  fire-vessels  in  my 
gig,  finding  no  colours  displayed  at  Alexandria,  but  a  Swe- 
dish ensign  on  board  a  schooner— being  near  the  wharves, 
Z  hailed  and  ordered  the  American  flag  to  be  hoisted; 
after  seeing  the  flag  hoisted,  I  directed  the  fire- vessels 
(which  were  conducted  by  lieutenant  Newcomb,  lieutenant 
Forrest,  and  sailing-master  Ram  age)  to  proceed  on  to  the 
objects  of  attack,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  would  have  succeed- 
ed in  destroying  two  at  least  of  the  enemy's  ships,  had  not 
the  wind  failed  them  some  time  before,  and  particularly  after 
they  had  reached^  the  uppermost  ship,  within  the  range  of 
musket  shot.  At  this  time  perceiving  the  whole  of  the  ene- 
my's barges  in  motion,  I  directed  lieutenant  Newcomb,  who 
commanded  the  van  vessel,  after  giving  her  a  proper  direc- 
tion, to  set  fire  to  her — and  after  Mr.  Ramage  came  up  gavj; 
him  the  same  orders;  the  vessel  under  charge  of  lieutenant 
Forrest  was  fired  by  the  pilot  without  orders,  some  distance 
above  the  others. 

Of  the  enemy's  boats,  some  were  employed  in  towing  off 
the  fire-vessels,  and  the  rest  in  pursuit  of  our  four  cutters,  my 
own  gig,  and  a  small  boat  with  three  oars  without  a  rudder; 
they  did  not,  however,  venture  to  come  within  musket  shotj^ 
although  their  force  and  numbers  were  more  than  treble  ours, 
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but  continued  at  a  distance,  firing  their  great  guns  for  thirty 
or  thirty-five  minutes,  and  then  retired  to  their  ships  again. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  had  another  fire -vessel  prepared,  but 
it  being  ralm,  I  ordered  lieutenant  Newcomh  and  the  four 
cutters,  to  proceed  with  one  of  the  remaining  lighters  of  the 
yard,  having  an  18- pounder  in  her,  to  attack  the  bomb-ship, 
which,  in  the  anxiety  of  the  enemy  to  get  below  the  temporary 
forts  erected  bv  my  gallant,  associates,  captains  Porter  and 
Pcrr\',  had  been  left  exposed  to  attack.  At  sunset,  just  as  I 
was  about  to  give  orders  to  attack  the  bomb,  I  discovered 
one  df  the  enemy's  frigates  behind  the  point  forming  the  en* 
trance  of  Washington's  reach,  which  necessarily  obliged  mc 
to  relinquish  this  determination,  and  gave  orders  to  proceed 
across  to  the  Virginia  shore,  to  haul  up  the  boats  and  place 
tlie  lighter  in  a  situation  to  be  defended  against  the  enemy^s 
barges. 

Having  reconnoitered  the  enemy,  on  returning  to  the 
lighter  at  9,  P.  M.,  I  seized  a  man  under  suspicious  circum- 
stances, on  the  beach,  near  to  a  small  boat,  about  a  mile 
above  the  enemy's  uppermost  ship,  ihat  again  induced  me  to 
change  my  position  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where, 
after  getting  the  cutters  hauled  up,  placing  the  lighter  in  an 
advantageous  position,  and  my  musket-men  upon  the  top  ofa 
cliff  overfooking  the  river,  I  was,  at  11,  P.  M.,  attacked  by  all 
the  enemy's  barges,  but  which,  by  the  cool  intrepidity  of  lieu- 
tenant Ne  wcomb,  having  charge  of  the  lighter,  assisted  by  lieu- 
tenant Forrest,  sailing-master  Uamage,  master's  mate  Stock- 
ton, and  midshipman  Whitlock,  and  45  seamen  with  muskets, 
the  enemy  was  not  only  repulsed,  but  in  less  than  20  minutes 
thrown  into  the  utmost  confusion,  and  driven  back  to  his 
ships,  and  I  have  sufficient  reason  to  believe  with  great  loss, 
although  the  only  injur\'  sustained  on  our  part  was  one  man 
wounded  on  board  the  lighter. 

The  enemy  thus  repulsed,  and  no  prospect  of  doing  him 
further  injury  in  this  v/ay,  as  his  rearmost  ship  was  not  more 
than  a  mile  distant,  I  had  the  lighter  shifted  further  up,  and 
at  7,  A.  M.,  a  fire-vessel  brought  down  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sailing him  in  conjunction  with  the  battery  at  the  White 
House,  under  the  command  of  captain  Porter,  but  in  this  I 
was  again  disappointed,  as  that  excellent  V)fficer,  after  using 
every  possible  exertion,  was  not  able  in  so  short  a  time  as 
had  been  afforded  him,  to  erect  a  work  sufficiently  strong  to 
check  the  enemy  an>  length  of  time;  otherwise,  I  conceived 
I  should  have  found  no  difficulty  in  effecting  his  destruction. 

At  the  time  the  enemy  silenced  the  battery,  the  fire-ship. 
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under  full  sail,  was  about  a  mile  above  his  uppermost  vessel, 
when  I  found  myself  undtr  the  necessity  of  ordering  her  to 
be  set  on  fire,  and  at  the  same  time  our  boats  to  retire,  to 
prevent  their  being  taken  possession  of  by  his  numerous 
barges.  ^ 

Although  I  did  not  succeed  in  the  destruction  of  any  of  the 
enemy's  vessels,  I  am  nevertheless  convinced,  that  the  ex- 
pedition was  in  many  points  of  view  attended  with  good  ef- 
fect, consequently  I  feel  it  a  dut^to  recommend  to  your  no- 
tice the  ofHcers  and  seamen  engaged  in  the  same;  as,  in  two 
of  the  fire-vessels,  lieutenant  Nrwcomb  and  sailing-master 
Ramage  manifested  so  much  zeal,  as  to  continue  on  board, 
steering  them,  until  they  were  enveloped  in  the  flames,  and 
obliged  to  jump  overboard  to  avoid  sharing  the  fate  of  the 
vessels  themselves.  I  am  also  indebted  to  the  exertions  of 
lieutenant  Forrest,  who  volunteered  his  services,  and  al- 
though very  much  indisposed  at  the  lime,  afforded  all  the  as- 
sistance in  his  power. 

Permit  me  at  the  same  time  to  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion Mr.  Stockton,  master's  mate,  who  not  only  rendered 
me  essential  service  as  acting  aid-de-camp,  but  in  every  other 
situation  manifested  a  zeal  and  intrepidity  not  to  be  shaken: 
also  midshipman  Whitlock,  whose  conduct  in  ever)'  part  of 
the  service  I  highly  approve.  Mr,  Thomas  Herbert,  a  young 
gentleman  of  Alexandria,  and  Mr.  Porry,  pilot,  who  volun- 
teered their  services,  also  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

The  conduct  of  the  seamen,  for  energy  and  patriotism, 
was  not  even  excelled  by  that  of  their  officers. 

At  the  time  I  took  possession  of  Alexandria,  there  were 
1500  pounds  of  fresh  beef  lying  on  the  wharves  ready  to  ht 
delivered  o  the  boats  of  the  enemy's  ships,  which  were  then 
only  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles  below  the  town,  and  I  men- 
tion this  to  shew  the  state  that  place  was  in  at  the  time. 

Injustice  to  major  Kemper,  commanding  a  detachment  of 
the  militia  of  general  Hungerford*s  brigade,  it  is  but  pro- 
per I  mention,  that  on  taking  possession  of  Alexandria  he 
immediately  marched  his  detachment  to  my  assistance,  and 
which  at  once  secured  the  town  against  any  force  the  enemy 
;     could  send  back. 

The  quantity  of  flour  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  take  from 
#   Alexandria,  I  found  on  inquiry  to  be  not  more  than  be- 
tween 14  and  16,000  barrels. 

As  respects  the  manner  of  my  reception  by -the  citizens 
of  Alexandria,  when  I  landed  and  took  possession  of  that 
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place  I  shall  inform  you  hereafter  in  a  separate  communica* 
tion. 

With  great  repect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  RODGERS. 
The  Hon.  IV.  yones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Captain  Dyson^ 

dated  29th  Augusty  1814. 
Sir, 

I  send  captain  Manigault  with  orders  to  receive  your  writ- 
ten or  verbal  report  of  the  causes  under  which  you  left  the 
post  committed  to  your  charge.  In  this  you  will  state  the  or- 
ders under  which  you  acted,  and  from  whom  received. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 
Captain  Dyson^  corps  of  Artillery, 

Camp  at  Macor^s  Island^  August  29fA,  1814. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  communication  of  the 
29th  instant.  The  orders  received  from  brigadier-general 
Winder  through  major  Hite,  verbally,  on  the  24th  instant, 
were,  in  case  I  was  oppressed  by,  or  heard  of,  ^n  enemy  in 
my  rear,  to  spike  our  guns  and  make  my  escape  over  the  ri- 
ver. The  enemy  approached  by  water  on  the  27th,  and  we  had 
learnt  on  that  day  through  several  channels,  that  the  enemy 
had  been  reinforced  at  Benedict,  6000  strong,  and  that  they 
were  on  their  march  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet,  in  addition 
to  the  force  which  left  the  city.  Under  all  these  circumstances, 
the  officers  under  my  command  were  consulted,  and  agreed 
it  was  best  to  abandon  the  fort  and  effect  a  retreat.  The  force 
under  my  command  wjis  thought  not  equal  to  a  defence  of 
the  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant^ 

SAMUEL  F.  DYSON, 
Captain  corps  of  artillery* 
The  Hon.  jfohn  Armstrongs  Secretary  at  War,  Washingtmu 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Philip  Reed^  of  twenty-fifth  re- 
giment  (jf  Maryland  Militia^  to  Brigadier-General  Berg<h  ' 
min  Chambers,  '* 

Sir,  Camp  at  Belle  Air^  3d  September ^  1814. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  I  have  been  able  to  seise 

from  incessant  labour,  to  inform  you  that  about  ][)alf«{iast  li 
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©'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  received  informa- 
tion, that  the  barges  of  the  enemy,  then  lying  off  Waltham's 
farm,  were  moving  in  shore.  I  concluded  their  object  was  to 
land,  and  burn  the  houses,  &c.  at  Waltham's,  and  made  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  meet  him,  and  to  be  prepared  for 
an  opportunity  which  I  sought  for  several  days,  to  strike  the 
enemy.  During  our  march  to  the  point  threatened,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  blow  was  aimed  at  our  camp.  Orders 
were  immediately  given  to  the  quarter-master  to  remove  the 
camp  and  baggage,  and  to  the  troops  to  countermarch,  pass 
the  road  by  the  right  of  our  camp,  and  form  on  the  rising 
ground  about  three  hundred  paces  in  its  rear — the  right  to- 
wards Caulk's  house,  and  the  left  resting  on  the  road — the 
artillery  in  the  centre,  supported  by  the  infantry  on  the  right 
and  left. 

I  directed  captain  Wickesand  his  second  lieutenant  Becl^, 
with  a  part  of  the  rifle  company,  to  be  fgrmed  so  as  to  co- 
ver the  road  by  which  the  enemy  marched,  and  with  this  sec 
tion  I  determined  to  post  myself,  leaving  the  line  to  be  form- 
ed under  the  direction  of  major  Wickes  and  captain  Cham-  ; 
bers.  The  head  of  the  enemy's  column  soon  presented  itself, 
and  received  the  fire  of  our'  advanced  party  at  seventy  paces 
distance,  and  being  pressed  by  numbers  vastly  superior,  I  re- 
'  paired  to  my  post  in  the  line,  having  ordered  the  riflemen  to 
return  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  line.  The  fire  now  became 
general  along  the  whole  line,  and  was  sustained  by  our  troops 
with  the  most  determined  valour.  The  enemy  pressed  our 
front;  foiled  in  this,  he  threw  himself  on  our  left  flank,  which 
was  occupied  by  captain  Chambers's  company — here,  too,  his 
efforts  were  equally  unavailing.  His  fire  had  nearly  ceased, 
when  I  was  informed,  that  in  some  parts  of  our  line  the  car* 
tridges  were  -entirely  expended,  nor  did  any  of  the  boxes  con- 
tain more  than  a  very  few  rounds  (although  each  man  had 
brought  about  twenty  into  the  field);  the  artillery  cartridges 
were  entirely  expended.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  or- 
dered the  line  to  fall  back  to  a  convenient  spot,  where  a  part 
of  the  line  was  fortified — when  the  few  remaining  cartridges 
were  distributed  among  a  part  of  the  line,  which  was  again 
brought  into  the  field,  where  it  remained  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  night  preventing  a  pursuit.  The  artillery  and  infan- 
try, for  whom  there  were  no  cartridges,  were  ordered  to  this 
place.  The  enemy  having  made  every  effort  in  his  power,  al- 
though apprised  of  our  having  fallen  back,  manifested  no  disf- 

VOJL.  IV.    .  [Z] 
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position  to  follow  us  up,  but  retreated  about  the  time  our  am- 
munition was  exhausted. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  very  few  of  our  officers  or  men 
had  ever  heard  the  whistling- of  a  ball,  that  the  force  of  the 
enemy  (as  the  most  accurate  information  enables  us  to  esti- 
mate) was  double  ours,  that  it  was  commanded  by  sir  Peter 
Parker  of  the  Menelaus,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  oflS- 
cers  in  the  British  navy,  and  composed  (as  their  officers  ad- 
mitted in  a  subsequent  conversation)  of  as  fine  men  as  could 
he  selected  from  the  British  service — I  feel  justified  in  the 
assertion,  that  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  on  this 
occasion  could  not  be  excelled  by  any  troops.  The  officers 
and  men  performed  their  duty.  It  is,  however,  but  an  act  of 
justice  to  notice  those  officers  who  seemed  to  display  more 
than  3  common  degree  of  gallantry.  Major  Wickes  and  cap- 
tain Chambfrs  were  conspicuous — captain  Wickes  and  lieu- 
tenant Beck  of  th%  rifle  corps,  lieutenant  Eunick  and  ensign 
Skirvin  of  captain  Chambers's  company,  exerted  themselves; 
as  did  captain  Hynson  and  his  ensign  Grant — captain  Ussle- 
ton  (of  the  brigade  artillery)  and  his  lieutenants  Reed  and 
Brown— lieutenant  Tilghman,  who  commanded  the  guns  of 
the  volunteer  artillery  in  the  absence  of  captain  Hands  (who 
is  in  ill  health  <ind  from  home),  was  conspicuou|L{or  his  gal- 
lantr)'— his  ensign  Thomas  also  manifested  mucn   firmness. 
I  am  indebted  to  captain  Wilson  of  the  cavalry,  who  was  with 
me,  for  his  exertions;  and  also  to  adjutant  Hynson,  who  dis- 
played much  zeal  and  firmness  throughout.  To  Dr.  Blake, 
Dr.  Gordon,  and  to  Isaac  Spencer,  esq.  who  were  accident- 
ally in  camp,  I  am  indebted  for  reconnoitering  the  enemy  on 
his  advance. 

You  will  be  surprised,  sir,  when  I  inform  you,  that  in  an 
engagement  of  so  long  continuance,  in  an  optm  field,  where 
tlie  moon  shone  brilliantly  on  the  rising  ground  occupied  by 
our  troops,  while  the  shade  of  the  neighbburing  woods,  un- 
der the  protection  of  which  the  enemy  fought,  gave  us  but 
an  indistinct  view  of  any  thing  but  the  flash  of  his  guns— 
that  under  all  the  disparity  of  numbers  against  us,  and  the 
advantage  of  a  regular  discipline  on  the  side  of  the  enemy, 
we  had  not  one  man  killed,  and  only  one  serjeant,  one  corpo- 
ral, and  one  private  wounded,  and  those  sHghtly.  The  ene- 
my left  one  midshipman  and  eight  tncn  dead  on  the  field, 
and  nine  wounded,  six  of  whom  died  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours.  Sir  Peter  Parker  w-as  amongst  the  slain — he  was  mor- 
tally wounded  with  a  buck-shot,  and  died  before  he  reached 
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the  barges,  to  which  he  was  conveyed  by  his  men.  THe  ene- 
my's force,  consisting  of  marines  and  musketeers,  was  in 
part  armed  with  boarding  pikes,  swords,  and  pistols,  no  doubt 
intended  for  our  tents,  as  orders  had  been  given  by  sir  Peter 
not  to  fire.  Many  of  these  arms,  with  rockets,  muskets,  &c, 
have  fallen  into  our  hands,  found*  by  the  picket  guard  under 
ensign  Skirvin,  which  was  posted  on  the  batde  ground  for 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  Nothing  but  the  want  of  ammu- 
nition saved  the  enemy  from  destruction. 

Attached  are  the  names  of  the  wounded — and  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  those  concerned,  I  inclose  you  a  list  of  the  names 
of  every  oflScer  and  soldier  engaged  in  the  affair.  Certain  in- 
formation from  the  enemy  assures  us  that  his  total  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  42  or  43,  including  two  wounded 
lieutenants. 

Names  of  the  wounde^. 
Captain  Chambers's  company — John   Magnos,   Serjeant, 
slightly,  in   the  thigh;    Philip  Crane,   corporal,  a  ball  be- 
tween the  tendons  and  the  bone  of  the  thigh  near  the  knee. 
Captain  Henry  Page's  company — John  Glanvill,  private, 
in  the  arm. 

I  am^n  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

^  PHILIP  REED, 

Lieutenant-colonel^  commanding'* 
Brigadier 'General  Benjamin  Chambers  j 
sixth  brigade^  Maryland  militia* 


Admiralty  Office^  September  27. 
[Transmitted  by  Vice- Admiral  Cochrane."] 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Menelaus^  off'  PooVs  Islandy 
Sir,  Chesapeake^  September  1,  1814. 

With  grief  the  deepest  it  becomes  my  duty  to  communi- 
■  cate  the  death  of  sir  Peter  Parker,  bart.  late  commander  of 
>his  majesty's  ship  Menelaus,  and  the  occurrences  attending 
an  attack  on  the  enemy's  troops,  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  encamped  at  Bellair.  The  previous  and  accompanying 
letters  of  sir  Peter  Parker,  will,  I  presume,  fully  point  out 
the  respect  the  enemy  on  all  occasions  evinced  at  the  ap- 
proach of  our  arms,  retremting  at  every  attack,  though  pos- 
sessing a  superiority  of  numbers  of  five  to  one;  an  intelligent 
black  man  gave  us  the  information  of  200  militia  being  en- 
camped behind  a  wood,  distant  half  a  mile  from  the  beacby 
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and  described  their  situation,  so  as  to  give  us  the  strongest 
hopes  of  cutting  off  and  securing  the  largest  part  as  our  pri- 
soners, destroying  the  camp«  field-pieces,  &c.,  and  possess- 
ing also  certain  information  that  one  man  out  of  'every  five 
had  been  levied  as  a  requisition  on  the  eastern  shore,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  sent  over  for  the  protection  of  Balti- 
more, who  were  only  prevented  crossing  the  bay  by  the  ac- 
tivity and  vigilance  of  the  tender  and  ship's  boats.  One  hun- 
dred and  four  bayonets,  with  twenty  pikes,  were  landed  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
captain  sir  Peter  Parker,  hart.,  the  first  division  headed  by 
myself,  and  the  second  division  by  lieutenant  Pear'ce.    On 
arriving  at  th6  ground  we  discovered  the  enemy  had  shifted 
his  position,  as  we  were  then  informed,  the  distance  of  a 
a  mile  farther;  having  taken  the  look-out  picket  immediately 
on  our  landing,  we  were  in  assurance  our  motions  had  not 
been  discovered,  and  with  the  deepest  silence  followed  on 
for  the  camp.  After  a  march  of  between  four  and  five  miles 
in  the  countr}-,  we  found  the  enemy  posted  on  a  plain,  sur- 
rounded by  woods,  with  the  camp  in  the  rear:  they  were 
drawn  up  in  line,  and  perfectly  ready  to  receive  us;  a  single 
moment  was  not  to  be  lost;  by  a  smart  fire  and  instant  charge 
we  commenced  the  attack,  forced  them  from  thcsir  position, 
putting  them  before  us  in  full  retreat  to  the  rear  of  their  ar- 
tillery, whdre  they  again  made  a  stand,  showing  a  disposi- 
tion to  outflank  us  on  the  right;  a  movement  was  instantly 
made  by  lieutenant  Pearce's  division  to  force  them  from  that 
quarter,  and  it  was  at  this  time,  while  animating  his  men  in 
the  most  heroic  manner  that  sir  Peter  Parker  received  his 
mortal  wound,  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  field,  and  he 
expired  in  a  few  minutesi*  Lieutenant  Pearce,  with  his  di- 
vision, soon  routed  the  enemy,  while  that  under  my  dom- 
mand  gained  and  passed  the  camp.  One  of  the  field  pieces 
was  momentarily  in  our  possession,  but  obliged  to  quit  it 
from  superior  numbers. 

The  marines,  under  lieutenants  Baynton  and  Post,  formed 
our  centre,  and  never  was  bravery  more  conspicuous.  Find- 
it  impossible  to  close  on  the  enemy,  from  the  rapidity  of  their 
retreai,  having  pursued  them  upwards  of  a  mile.  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  retire  towards  the  beach,  which  was, effected  iu 
th^  best  possible  order;  taking  with  us  from  the  field  25  of 
our  wounded— »the  whole  we  cotld  find,  the  enemy  not  even 
attempting  lo  regain  the  ground  they  had  lost;  from  three 
prisoners  (cavalr})  taken  by  us,  we  learned  their  force 
amounted  to  500  milrtia,  a  troop  of  horse,  and  five  pieces  of 
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artillery,  and  since,  by  flags  of  truce,  I  am  led  to  believe 
their  number  much  greater. 

Repelling  a  force  of  such  magnitude  with  so  small  a  body 
as  we  opposed  to  them,  will  I  trust  speak  for  itself;  and  al- 
though our  loss  has  been  severe,  I  hope  the  lustre  acquired 
to  our  arms  will  compensate  for  it.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  offer 
to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  Mr.  James  Stepford  Hore, 
master's  mate  of  this  ship,  who  on  this,  as  well  as  other  try- 
ing occasions,  evinced  the  greatest  zeal  and  gallantry.  In 
justice  to  sub-lieutenant  Johnson,  commanding  the  Jane  ten- 
der, I  must  beg  to  notice  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he 
has  at  all  times  volunteered  his  services. 

Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  you  a  list  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  this  affair. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  HEN.  CREASE, 

Acting  Commander. 
Total — 14  killed;  27  wounded. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  ADMIRAL  COCHRANE  WITH  THE  SECRE- 
TARY OJyfTATE,  AND  THE  PROCLAMATION  .OF  THE  PRESI- 
DENT CONSEqUENT  THEREON. 

Cofit/  of  a  letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Cochrane  to  Mr,  Monroe. 

His  Britannic  Majesty^ s  Ship^  the  Tonnant^  in 
the  Patuxent  river ^  ISth  August^  1814. 
Sir, 

Having  been  called  upon  by  the  governor-general  of  the 
Canadas  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into  effect  measures  of  re- 
taliation against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
wanton  destruction  committed  by  their  army  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, it  has  become  imperiously  my  duty,  conformably  with 
the  nature  of  the  governor-general's  application,  to  issue  to 
the  naval  force  under  my  command,  an  order  to  destroy  and 
lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast,  as  may  be 
found  assailable. 

r  had  hoped  that  this  contest  would  have  terminated,  with- 
out my  being  obliged  to  resort  to  severities  which  are  con- 
trary to  the  usage  of  civilized  warfare,  and  as  it  has  been 
with  extreme  reluctance  and  concern  that  I  have  found  my- 
self compelled  to  adopt  this  system  of  devastation,  I  shall 
be  equally  gratified  if  the  conduct  of  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  will  authorise  my  staying  such  proceedings, 
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by  making  reparation  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada:  thcrebv  manifestinj^,  that  if  the  destructive  measures 
pui*sued  by  their  army  were  ever  sanctioned,  they  will  no 
longer  be  permitted  by  the  government, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  much  consideration,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  ALEX.  COCHRANE, 

Vice-admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Britannic  Majesties  fihips  and  vessels  up' 
on  the  North  American  station* 
The  honourable  yames  Monroe^  Secretary 
of  statej  is?c.  &?c.  £s?c.  Washington. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane^ 

Vice-  Admiral^  &?c.  £sfc. 
Department  of  State ^  September  6th^  1814» 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1 8th  of 
August,  stating,  that  having  been  called  on  by  the  governor- 
general  of  the  Canadas,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into  effect 
measures  of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  wanton  desolation  committed  by  their  army 
in  Upper  Canada,  it  has  become  your  duty,^onfbrmably 
with  the  nature  of  the  governor-general's  application,  to  issue 
to  the  naval  force  under  your  command,  an  order  to  destroy 
and  lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as  may 
be  found  assailable.  i 

It  is  seen  with  the  greatest  surprise,  that  this  system  of 
devastation  which  has  been  practised  by  the  British  forces, 
so  manifestly  contraiy  to  the  usage  of  civilized  warfare,  is 
placed  by  you  on  the  ground  of  retaliation.  No  sooner  were 
the  United  States  compelled  to  resort  to  war  againt  Great 
Britain,  than  they  resolved  to  wage  it  in  a  manner  mostcoO' 
sonant  to  the  principles  of  humanity,  and  to  those  friendly 
relations  which  it  was  desirable  to  preserve  between  the  two 
nations,  after  the  restoration  of  peace.  They  perceived,  bow- 
ever,  with  the  deepest  regret,  that  a  spirit  alike  just  and  hu- 
mane was  neither  cherished  nor  acted  on  by  your  govern- 
ment. Such  an  assertion  would  not  be  hazarded,  if  it  ¥^ 
not  supported  by  facts,  the  proof  of  which  has  perhaps  al- 
ready carried  the  same  conviction  to  other  nations  that  it  has 
to  the  people  of  these  states.  Without  dwelling  on  the  de- 
plorable cruelties  committed  by  the  savages  in  the  Brhiali 
ranks,  and  in  British  pay,  on  American  prisoners  at  the 
river -Raisin,  which  to  this  day  have  never  been  (tisavowedoK;^. 
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atonedj  I  refer,  as  more  immediately  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  your  letter,  to  the  wanton  desolation  that  was  com» 
mitted  at  Havre-de-Gracc,  and  at  Georgctowix,  early  in  the 
spring  of  1813.  These  villages  were  burnt  and  ravaged  by  the 
naval  forces  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  ruin  of  their  unarmed 
inhabitants,  who  saw  with  astonishment  that  they  derived  no 
protection  to  their  property  from  the  laws  of  war.  During  the 
same  season,  scenes  of  invasion  and  pillage,  carried  on  under 
the  same  authority,  were  witnessed  all  along  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake,  to  an  extent  inflicting  the  most  serious  pri- 
vate distress,  and  under  circumstances  that  justified  the  sus- 
picion, that  revenge  and  cupidity,  rather  than  the  manly  mo- 
tives that  should  dictate  the  hostility  of  a  high-minded  foe, 
led  to  their  perpetration.  The  late  destruction  of  the  houses 
of  the  government  in  this  city  is  another  act  which  comes 
necessarily  into  view.  In  the  wars  of  modern  Europe,  no  ex- 
amples of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most  hostile  to 
to  each  other,  can  be  traced.  In  the  course  of  ten  years  past, 
the  capitals  of  the  principal  powers  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
have  been  conquered,  and  occupied  alternately  by  the  vic- 
torious armies  of  each  other,  and  no  instance  of  such  wanton 
and  unjustifiable  destruction  has  been  seen.  We  must  go 
back  to  distant  and  barbarous  ages,  to  find  a  parallel  for  the 
acts  of  which  I  complain. 

Although  these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if  they  did  not 
impose  on  the  government  the  necessity  of  retaliation,  yet 
in  no  instance  has  it  been  authorised.  The  burning  of  the 
village  of  Newark,  in  Upper  Canada,  posterior  to  the  early 
outrages  above  enumerated,  was  not  executed  on  that  princi- 
ple. The  village  of  Newark  adjoined  fort  George,  and  its 
destruction  was  justified  by  the  officer  who  ordered  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  became  necessary  in  the  military  operations 
there.  The  act,  however,  was  disavowed  by  the  government. 
The  burning  which  took  place  at  Long  Point  was  unauthoris- 
ed by  the  government,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officer  subject- 
ed to  the  investigation  of  a  military  tribunal.  For  the  burn- 
ing at  St.  David's,  committed  by  stragglers,  the  officer  who 
,  commanded  in  that  quarter  was  dismissed  without  a  trial,  for 
not  preventing  it. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  president  distinctly  to  state,  that 
it  as  little  comport?  with  any  orders  which  have  been  issued 
to  the  military  and  naval  commanders  of  the  United  States, 
'  as  it  does  with  the  established  and  known  humanity  of  the 
American  nation,  to  pursue  a  system  which  it  appears  you 
have  adopted*  This  government  owes  it  to  itself,  to  the  prifi- 
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ciples  which  it  has  ever  held  sacred,  to  disavow;,  as  justly 
chargeable  to  it,  any  such  wanton,  cruel,  and  unjustifiable 
warfare. 

Whatever  unauthorised  irregularities  may  have  hecn  com- 
mitted by  any  of  its  troops,  it  would  have  been  ready,  acting 
upon  these  principles  of  sacred  and  eternal  obligation,  to 
disavow,  and,  as  fur  as  practicable,  to  repair.  But  in  the 
plan  of  desolating  warfare  which  your  letter  so  explicitly 
makes  known,  and  which  is  attempted  to  be  excused  on  a 
plea  so  utterly  groundless,  the  president  perceives  a  spi- 
rit of  deep-rooted  hostility,  which,  without  the  evidence  of 
such  facts,  he  could  not  have  believed  existed,  or  would  have 
been  carried  to  such  an  extremit}^ 

For  the  reparation  of  injuries  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  fce,  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations,  which  the  mi- 
litary or  naval  force  of  either  power  may  have  committed 
against  the  other,  this  government  will  always  be  ready  to 
enter  into  reciprocal  arrangements.  It  is  presumed  that  your 
government  will  neither  expect  nor  propose  any  which  arc 
not  reciprocal. 

Should  your  government  adhere  to  a  system  of  desolation, 
so  contrary  to  the  views  and  practice  of  the  United  States, 
so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  repugnant  to  the  sentimopt  and 
usages  of  the  civilized  world,  whilst  it  will  be  seen  with  the 
deepest  regret,,  it  must  and  will  be  met  with  a  determination 
and  constancy  becoming  a  free  people,  contending  in  a  just 
cause  for  their  essential  rights,  and  their  dearest  interests. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Vice- Admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane^  commander  in 
chief  of  H.  B.  3L  ships  and  vessels^  ^c, 

Vice-Admiral  Cochrane  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

His  Britannic  Majesty*s  Ship  Tonnant^  in  tht 
Sir,  Chesapeake^  September  19,  1814. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
in  reply  to  one  which  I  addressed  you  from  the  Patuxent. 

As  I  have  no  authority  from  my  government  to  ent^r  up 
on  any  kind  of  discussion  relative  to  the  points  contained  in 
your  letter,  I  have  only  to  regret  that  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  hope  that  I  shall  be  authorised  to  recal  my  gene- 
ral order;  which  has  been  further  sanctioned  by  a  subsequent 
request  from  lieutenant-general  sir  George  Prevoat. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  will  this  day  be  forwarded  by  Jtte 
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to  England,  and  until  I  receive  instructions  from  my  govern- 
ment  the  measures  which  I  hav^  adopted  must  be  persisted 
in;  unless  remuneration  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Canadas  for  the  injuries  they  have  sustained  from  the  out- 
rages committed  bv  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice' Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chiefs  &fc. 
Honourable  James  Monroe^  Secretary  of  State. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas  the  enemy  by  a  sudden  incursion  have  succeeded 
in  invading  the  capital  of  the  nation,  defended  by  troops  at 
tlie  moment  less  numerous  than  their  own,  and  almost  en* 
tirely  of  the  militia:  during  their  possessipn  of  which,  though, 
for  a  single  day  only,  they  wantonly  destroyed  the  public  edi- 
fices having  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  operations  of  war, 
nor  used  at  the  time  for  military  annoyance;  some  of  these 
edifices  being  also  costly  monuments  of  taste  and  of  the  arts, 
and  others  depositories  of  the  public  archives,  not  only  pre- 
cious to  the  nation  as  the  memorials  of  its  origin  and  its  early 
transactions,  but  interesting  to  all  nations^  as  contributions 
to  the  general  stock  of  historical  instruction  and  political 
science: 

And  whereas  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  loss  of  a 
fort,  more  immediately  guarding  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Alexandria,  to  place  the  town  within  the  range  of  a  naval 
force,  too  long  and  too  much  in  the  habit  of  abusing  its  su- 
periority wherever  it  can  be  applied,  to  require,  as  the  alter- 
native of  a  general  conflagration,  an  undisturbed  plunder  of 
private  property,  which  has  been  executed  in  a  manner  pecu- 
liarly distressing  to  the  inhabitants,  who  had  inconsiderately 
cast  themselves  upon  the' justice  and  generosity  of  the  victor. 

And  whereas  it  now  appears,  by  a  direct  communication 
from  the  British  commander  on  the  American. station,  to  be 
his  avowed  purpose  to  employ  the  force  under  his  direction 
"  in  destroying  and  laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  up- 
on the  coast  as  may  be  assailable;"  adding  to  this  declaration 
the  insulting  pretext  that  it  is  in  retaliation  for  a  wanton  de- 
struction committed  by  the  United  States  in  Upper  Canada, 
when  it  is  notorious  that  no  destruction  has  been  committed, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  multiplied  outrages  previously 
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committed  by  the  enemy,  was  not  unauthorised,  and  promptly 
shown  to  be  so;  and  that  the  United  States  h^ive  been  as  con- 
stant in  their  endeavours  to  reclaim  the  enemy  from  such 
outrages,  by  the  contrast  of  their  own  example,  as  they  have 
been  ready  to  terminate,  on  reasonable  conditions,  the  war 
itself: 

And  whereas  these  proceedings  and  declared  purposes, 
which  exhibit  a  deliberate  disregard  of  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity, and  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  and  which  must 
give  to  the  existing  war  a  character  of  extended  devastation 
and  barbarism,  at  the  very  moment  of  negociations  for  peace, 
invited  by  the  enemy  himself,  leave  no  prospect  o£  safety  to 
any  thing  within  the  reach  of  his  predatorj'^  and  incendiary 
operations,  but  in  a  manly  and  universal  determination  to 
chastise  and  expel  the  invader: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Madison,  president  of  the  United 
States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  exhorting  aU  the  good 
people  thereof,  to  unite  their  hearts  and  hands  in  giving  ef- 
fect to  the  ample  means  possessed  for  that  purpose.  I  enjoin 
it  on  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  exert  themselves  in  ex- 
ecuting the  duties  with  which  they  are  respectively  charged* 
And,  more  especially,  I  require  the  officers  commanding  the 
respective  military  districts,  to  be  vigilant  and  alert  in  pro- 
viding for  the  defence  thereof;  for  the  more  effectual  accom- 
plishment of  which,  they  are  authorised  to  call  to  the  defence 
of  exposed  and  threatened  places  portions  of  the  militia  most 
convenient  thereto,  whether  they  be  or  be  not  parts  of  the 
quotas  detached  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  under 
requisitions  of  the  general  government. 

On  an  occasion  which  appeals  so  forcibly  to  the  proud  feel- 
ings and  patriotic  devotion  of  the  American  people,  none  will 
forget  what  they  owe  to  themselves;  what  they  owe  to  their 
country,  and  the  high  destinies  which  await  it;  what  to  the 
glory  acquired  by  their  fathers,  in  establishing  the  indepen- 
dence which  is  now  to  be  maintained  by  their  sons,  with  the 
augmented  strength  and  resources  with  which  time  and  Hea- 
ven have  blessed  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 
these  presents. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundi  ed  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON- 
%  the  JPresidenty    JAMES  MONROE,  Secretary  of  State. 
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AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS^  OF  THE  ATTACK  UPON 

BALTIMORE. 

Copies  of  letters  from  Major -General  Samuel  Smithy  to  the  act- 
ing  Secretary  of  War  ^  dated  Head- garters  ^Baltimore ^  ISth 
September  y  1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  so  incessantly  occupied,  that  il  has  been  im^- 
possible  for  me  to  convey  to  you  the  information  respecting 
the  enemy,  which  it  would  have  been  proper  for  you  to  have 
received  from  me.  A  detailed  statement  will  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  out;  in  the  mean  time,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  enemy  embarked  their  rear- 
guard about  one  o'clock;  and  that  their  ships,  a  few  except- 
ed, are  out  of  the  river;  their  destination  unknown. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  SMITH, 
Major-general^  commanding^ 
Colofiel  fames  Monroe^  acting  Secretary  at  War. 

Head'^iarters^  Baltimore^  September  19,  1814. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  promise  contained  in  my  letter  of 
the  15th  instant;  I  have  now  the  honour  of  stating,  that  the 
enemy  landed  between  seven  and  8,000  men  on  Monday  the 
twelfth  instant,  at  North  Point,  fourteen  miles  distant  from 
this  town.  Anticipating  this  debarkation,  general  Strieker  had 
been  detached  on  Sunday  evening  with  a  poKion  of  his  bri- 
gade on  the  North  Point  road.  Major  Randal,  of  the  Balti- 
more county  militia,  having  under  his  co^pmand  a  light  corps 
of  riflemen  and  musketry  taken  froi^  general  Stansbury's 
brigade,  and  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was  detached  to 
the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with 
general  Strieker,  and  to  check  any  landing  which  the  enemy- 
might  attempt  in  that  quarter.  On  Monday,  brigadier-gene- 
ral Strieker  took  a  good  position  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
roads  leading  from  this  place  to  North  Point,  having  his 
right  flanked  by  Bear  Creek,  and  his  left  by  a  marsh.  He 
here  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  having  sent  on  an 
advanced  corps  under  the  command  of  major  Heath  of  the 
fifth  regiment.  This  advance  was  met  by  that  of  the  enemy^ 
and  after  some  skirmishing  it  returned  to  the  line,  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy  being  at  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  their 
advance.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock  the  enemy's  whole 
force  came  up  and  commenced  the  battle  by  some  diicharges 
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of  rockets,  which  were  succeeded  by  the  cannon  from  both 
sides,  and  soon  after  the  action  became  general  along  the 
line.  General  Strieker  gallantly  maintained  his  ground  against 
a  great  superiority  of  numbers  during  the  space  of  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes,  when  the  regiment  on  his  left  (the  51st} 
giving  way,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  to  the 
ground  in  his  rear,  where  he  had  stationed  one  regiment  as 
a  reserve.  He  here  formed  his  brigade;  but  the  enemy  not 
thinking  it  advisable  to  pursue,  he,  in  compliance  with  pre- 
vious arrangements,  fell  back  and  took  post  on  the  left  of  my 
entrenchments,  and  a  half  mile  in  advance  of  them. 

In  this  affair  the  citizen  soldiers  of  Baltimore,  with  the 
exception  of  the  51st  regiment,  have  maintained  the  reputa- 
tion they  so  descn^edly  acquired  at  Bladensburg,  and  their 
brave  and  skilful  leader  has  confirmed  the  confidence  which 
we  had  all  so  justly  placed  in  him.  I  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
ferring yoti  to  his  letter  for  the  more  particular  mention  of 
the  individuals  who,  new  to  warfare,  have  shown-  the  cool- 
ness and  valour  of  veterans;  and  who,  by  their  conduct  on 
this  occasion,  have  given  their  country  and  their  city  an  as- 
surance of  what  may  be  expected  from  them  when  the^r  ser- 
vices arc  again  required.  I  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  with- 
out expressing  the  heart-felt  satisfaction  I  experience  in  thus 
bearing  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  my  fellow  towns- 
men. About  the  time  general  Strieker  had  taken  the  ground 
just  mehtioned,  he  was  joined  by  brigadier-general  Winder, 
who  had  been  stationed  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  but  was 
now  ordered  to  march  with  general  Douglass's  brigade  of 
Virginia  milit'u,  and  the  United  States  dragoons  under  cap- 
tain Bird,  andta\e  post  on  the  left  of  general  Strieker.  Dur- 
ing these  movements,  the  brigades  of  generals  Stansbury  and 
Foreman,  the  seamen  and  marines  under  commodore  Rod- 
gers,  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers  under  colonels  Cobean  and 
Findley;  the  Baltimore  artillery  under  colonel  Harris,  and 
the  marine  artillery  under  captain  Stjles,  manned  the  trench- 
es and  the  batteries — all  prepared  to  receive  the  enemv.  We 
remained  in  this  situation  during  ihe  nip.ht. 

On  Tuesday  xhe  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  mv  entrench- 
ments at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on  the  Philadelphia  road, 
from  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  our  position.  He  ma- 
noBUvred  during  the  mornir>g  towards  our  left,  as  if  with 
the  intention  of  making  a  circuitous  march  and  coming 
down  on  the  Harford  or  York  roads.  Generals  Winder  and 
Strieker  were  ordered  to  adapt  their  movements  to  those  of 
the  exjemy,  so  as  to  baffle  this  supposed  intention.  They  ex* 
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ecuted  this  order  with  great  skill  and  judgment,  by  taking 
an  advantageous  position,  stretching  from  my  left  across  the 
country,  when  the  enemy  was  likely  to  approach'  the  quarter 
he  seemed  to  threaten.  This  movement  induced  the  enemy 
to  concentrate  his  forces  (between  one  and  two  o'clock)  in  my 
front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within  a  mile  of  us,  driving  in 
our  videttes,  and  shewing  an  intention  of  attac4cing  us  that 
evening.  I  immediately  drew  generals^  Winder  and  Strieker 
nearer  to  the  left  of  my  entrenchments  ^nd  to  the  right  of 
the  enemy,  with  the  intention  of  their  falling  on  his  right  or 
rear,  should  he  attack  me;  or,  if  he  declined  it,  of  attacking^ 
him  in  the  morning.  To  this  movement,  and  to  the  strength 
of  my  defences,  which  the  jenemy  had  the  fairest  opportu- 
nity of  observing,  I  am  induced  to  attribute  his  retreat,  which 
was  commenced  at  half  past  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. In  this  he  was  so  favoured  by  the  extreme  darkness  and 
a  continued  rain,  that  we  did  not  discover  it  until  daylight. 
I  consented  to  general  Winder's  pursuing  with  the  Virginia 
brigade  and  the  United  States  dragoons;  at  the  same  time 
major  Randal  was  despatched  with  his  light  cprps  in  pursuit 
,  on  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  militia  cavalry 
was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object.  All  the  troops  were, 
however,  so  worn  out  with  continued  watching,  and  with  be- 
ing under  arms  during  three  days  and  nights,  exposed  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  to  very  inclement  weather,  that 
it -was  found  impracticable  to  do  anything  more  than  pick  up 
a  few  stragglers.  The  enemy  commenced  his  embarkation 
that  evening,  and  completed  it  the  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 
It  would  have  been  impossible,  even  had  our  troops  been  in 
a  condition  to  act  offensively,  to  have  cut  off  any  part  of  the 

'  enemy's  rear  guard  during  the  .embarkation,  as  the  point 
where  it  was  effected  was  defended  from  our  approach  by 
a  line  of  defences  extending  from  Back  river  to  Humphrey's 
creek  on  the  Patapsco,  thrown  up  by  ourselves  previous  to 

'their  arrival. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  calling  your  attention  to  the 
brave  commander  of  Fort  M^Henry,  major  Armistead,  and 
to  the  operations  confined  to  that  quarter.  The  enemy  made 
his  approach  by  water  at  the  same  time  that  his  army  was  ad- 
vancing on  the  land,  and  commenced  a  discharge  of  bombs 
and  rockets  at  the  fort  as  he  got  within  range  of  it.  The  situ- 
ation of  major  Armistead  was  peculiarly  trying — ^the  ene- 
my having  taken  his  position  at  such  a  distance  as  to  ren- 
der dffensive  operations  on  the  part  of  the  fort  entirely  fruit- 
less, whilst  their  bombs  and  rockets  were  every  moment  fall- 
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ing  in  and  about  it — the  officers  and  men  being  at  the  same 
tim^  entirely  exposed.  The  vessels,  however  had  the  temeri- 
ty to  npi^iroaih  somewhat  nrarer — they  were  as  soon  compell- 
ed »o  withdraw.  During  the  nighi,  whilst  the  enemy  on  land 
was  »ereating,  and  whilst  the  bombardment  was  the  most  se- 
ver«%  two  or  three  rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeeded  in 
getting  up  the  Ferry  Branch;  but  thev  were  soon  compelled 
to  retire,  by  the  forts  in  that  quarter,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant Newcomb  of  the  navy  and  lieutenant  Webster  of  the 
flotilla.  Iliese  forts  also  destroyed  one  of  the  barges  with 
all  on  board.  The  barges  and  baltery  at  the  Lazaretto,  un- 
der the  command  of  lieutenant  Kutter,  of  the  flotilla,  kept 
up  a  brisk>  and,  it  is  believed,  a  successful  fire  during  the 
hottest  period  of  the  bombardment.  Major  Armistead  be- 
ing seriously  ill  in  consequence  of  his  continued  exposure 
to  the  weather,  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  scfld 
in  his  report.  It  is  not,  therefore,  in  my  power  to  do  justice 
to  thosr  gallant  individuals  who  partook  with  him  the  dan- 
ger of  a  trt  mendous  bombardment,  without  the  ability  of 
retorting,  and  without  that  security,  which  in  more  rcgulat 
fortifi«aiions  is  provided  for  such  occasions.  The  loss  in 
thf  forr,  is,  I  understand,  about  2r  killed  and  wounded— 
am'^ngst  the  former,  I  have  to  lament  the  fall  of  lieutenants 
Claggrt  and  Clemm,  who  were  both  estimable  citizens  and 
useful  officers. 

From  general  Siricker's  brigade,  the.  j-eturn  of  killed 
and  wounded  has  not  yet  come  in.  It  is  supposed,  however, 
to  amount  to  about  150 — among  the  former,  this  city  has  to 
regret  the  loss  of  its  representative  in  the  state  legislature, 
James  I-owry  Donaldson,  esqr.,  adjutant  of  the  27th  regi- 
ment. This  gentleman  will  ever  be  remembered  by  his  con- 
stituents for  his  zeal  and  talents,  and  by  his  corps  for  his  bra- 
very and  military  knowledge. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  informing  you  of  the 
great  aid  I  have  derived  from  commodore  Rodgers.  He  was 
ever  present  and  ever  ready  to  afford  his  useful  council,  and 
to  render  his  important  services.  His  presence,  with  that  of 
his  gallant  officers  and  seamen,  gave  confidence  to  every  one. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  his  attempt  on  Baltimore  amounts, 
as  near  as  we  can  ascertain  it,  to  between  sixand  seven  han- 
dred,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  General  Ross  was  ccr- 
tainb   killed. 

I  h:«ve  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  S.  SMITH, 

Major-general^  commamSng* 
Cohnel  James  Monroe j  acting  Secretary  at  War. 
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Copy  of  aletter  from  General  Strieker  to  Major-Generat  Smithy 
dated  Head-Barters^  ^d  Brigade^  Baltimore^  September  15, 
1814. 
Major-general  S.  Smith, — Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  von,  that  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  I  raarched  from  B  iltimore  on  Sunday  the  11th 
instant,  with  part  of  ray  origade,  as  the  advanced  corps  of 
the  army  under  your  command.  My  force  consisted  of  550 
of  the  5th  regiment,  under  lieutenant-rolonel  Su-rrett;  620  o£ 
the  6th  under  lieutenant-colonel  IVf ''Donald;  500  of  the  2rth 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Long;  450  of  the  39th  under  lieur 
tenant-colonel  Fowler;  TOO  of  the  5l8t  under  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Amey;  150  riflemen  under  captain  D\'er;  140  cavalry 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Biays;  and  the  Union  Artillery  of 
75  men,  with  six  four-pounders,  under  captain  Montgomery, 
making  an  aggregate  of  3185  effective  men.  I  moved  to- 
wards North  Point  by  the  main  road,  and  at  eight  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  reached  the  meeting-house  near  the  head  of  Bear 
creek,  seven  miles  from  this  city.  Here  the  |>rigade  halt- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  who  were  pushed 
fonvard  to  Gorsuch's  farm,  three  miles  in  advance,  and  the 
riflemen,  who  took  post  near  the  blacksmith's  shop,  two 
miles  in  advance  of  our  encampment.  At  seven  o'clock,  on 
the  13th,  I  received  information  from  the  advanced  videttes 
that  the  enemy  were  making  preparations  to  land  under  cover 
of  their  gun-vessels,  which  lay  off*  the  staff  of  North  Point, 
within  the  mouth  of  Patapsco  river,  I  immediately  ordered 
back  my  baggage  under  a  strong  guard,  moved  forward  the 
the  5ih  and  27th  regiments, 'and  mv  artillery,  to  the  head  of 
Long  log  lane  (so  called),  resting  the  5th  with  its  right  on  the 
bead  of  a  branch  of  B^-^ar  creek,  and  its  left  on  the  main 
North  Point  road,  while  the  27th  was  posted  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road,  in  line  with  the  5ih,  its  left  extending  to- 
wards a  branch  of  Back  river.  The  artillery  I  posted  directly 
at  the  head  of  the  lane,  in  the  interval  between  the  5th  and 
27th.  The  39th  occupied  a  ground  300  yards  in  the  rear  of 
the  27th,  and  the  51st  the  same  distance  in  the  rear  of  the 
5th,  extending  each  parallel  to  the  front  line.  The  6jh  regi- 
ment was  thrown  back  to  a  position  a  short  distance  thisside-^ 
of  Cook's  tavern,  and  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  second 
line*  My  orders  were,  that  the  5th  and  27th  should  receive 
the  enemy,  and,  if  necessary,  fall  back  through  the  5 1st  and 
59th,  and  form  ^  the  right  of  the  6th,  or  reserve  regiment. 
The  riflemen  were  ordered  to  the  skirts  of  a  thick  low  pine 
wood,  beyond  the  blacksmith's  shop,  with  a  large  sedge  field 
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in  front,  that  as  the  cavaln'  were  still  in  advance,  who  would 
inform  of  the  entrmv's  approach,  they  might  take  advantage 
of  the  covering  of  the  wood,  and  annoy  his  advance. 

I  soon  learned  that  the  enemy's  advance  party  was  moving 
rapidly  up  the  main  road,  and  as  the  cavalry  continually  an- 
nounced their  progress,  I  flattered  myself  that  ♦the  riflemen 
would  soon  proclaim,  by  a  galling  fire,  their  still  nearer  ap- 
proach. Imagine  my  chagrin,  when  I  perceived  the  whole  rifle 
corps  falling  back  upon  my  main  position,  having  too  credu- 
lously listened  to  the  groundless  information  that  the  enemy 
were  landmg  on   Back  river  to  cut  them  off.     My  hopes  of 
early  annoyance  to  the  enemy  being  thus  frustrated,  I  threw 
the  riflemen  on  the  right  flank  of  my  front  line,  thereby,  with 
the  addition  of  a  few  cavalry,  well  securing  that  flank.     My 
videttes  soon  brought  information  that  the  enemy  in  small 
force  was  enjoying  himself  at  Gorsuch^s  farm.     Insulted  at 
the  idea  of  a  small  marauding  party  thus  daringly  provoking 
chastisement,  several  of  my  oflB^cers  volunteered  their  corps 
to  dislodge  it^^  Captains  Levering's  and  Howard*s  companies 
from  the  5th,  about  150  in  number,  under  major  Heath  of 
that  regiment;  captain  Aisquith's,  and  a  few  other  riflemen,  ^ 
in  all  about  70;  one  four-pounder  with  10  men,  under  lieu-  ' 
tenant  Stiles,  and  the  cavalry,  were  immediately  pushed  for- 
ward to  punish  the  insolence  of  the  enemy's  advance,  or,  if 
his  main  body  appeared,  to  give  evidence  of  my  wish  for  a 
general  engagement.  The  latter  purpose  was  soon  answered; 
this' small  volunteer  corps  had  proceeded  scarcely  half  a  mile 
before  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  showed  itself,  which  was 
immediately  attacked.    The  infantry  and  riflemen  maintain-  - 
ed  a  fire  of  some   minutes,  and  retired  with   some  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded;  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  owing  to  the 
disadvantageous  grounds,  not  beiflg  able  to  support  them.  In 
this  skirmish  major  Heath's  horse  was  killed  under  him. 

At  half  past  two  o'clock  the  enemy  commenced  throwing 
rockets  across  my  left  flank,  which  seemed  harmless,  and  had 
no  other  efiect  than  to  prepare  my  line  for  the  sound  of  the 
artillery,  which  soon  commenced  by  us  on  the  enemy's  right 
column  then  pushing  across  towards  -my  left,  and  returned 
by  thfcir  six-pounders  and  a  howitzer  upon  my  left  and  cen- 
tre. Tht  cannonading  was  brisk  for  some  minutes,  when  I 
ordered  my  fire  to  cease,  until  the  enemy  should  get  within 
close  range  of  canister.  Seeing  that  my  left  flank  was  the 
main  object  of  the  enemy,  I  brought  up  the  ^th  into  line  on 
the  left  of  the  27th,  and  detached  two  pieces  of  artillery  to 
the  left  of  the  39th;  still  moit  securely  to  protect  my  left 
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lank,  colonel  Amey  of  the  51st  was  ordered  to  form  his  re- 
giment at  right  angles  with  my  line;  resting  his  right  near 
the  left  of  the  39th.  This  order  being  badly  executed  created 
for  a  moment  some  confusion  in  that  quarter,  but  was  soon 
rectified  by  the  efforts  of  my  aid-de-camp  and  brigade  ma- 
jors, who  corrected  the  error  of  colonel  Amey,  and  posted 
the  51st  in  its- ordered  position. 

The  enemy's  right  column  displayed  and  advanced  uoon  the 
39th  and27th.  The  51st,unmindfulof  myobject  to  use  its  fire  in 
protection  of  my  left  flank  in  case  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  turn  it,  totally  forgetful  of  the  honour  of  the  brigade,  and 
regardless  of  its  own  reputation,  delivered  one  random  fire 
and  retreated  precipitately,  and  in  such  confusion,  as  to 
render  every  effort  of  mine  to  rally  them  ineffective.  Some 
disorder  was  occasioned  in  the  second  battalion  of  the  39tb, 
by  the  flight  of  the  51st,  and  a  few  gave  way.  The  fire  now 
became  general  from  left  to  right;  my  artillery  in  the  centre 
poured  forth  an  incessant  volley  of  canister  upon  the  enemy's 
left  column,  who  were  endeavouring  to  gain  the  cover  of  a 
small  log- house,  about  fifty  yards  in  front  of  the  5th,  which, 
however,  precaution  had  been  taken  to  fire,  so  soon  as  cap- 
tain Sadtler's  yagers  from  the  5th  (who  were  originally  post- 
ed therein)  should  be.  compelled  to  leave  it.  The  enemy's 
line  s^vanced  about  10  minutes  before  three  o'clock,  with  a 
severe  fire,  which  was  well  returned  by  the  artillery,  the 
whole  27th,  the  5th,  except  the  three  companies  of  captains 
Levering,  Howard,  and  Sadtlers,  which  were  too  much  ex- 
hausted by  the  advanced  skirmish  of  the  two  former,  and 
the  ordered  retreat  of  the  latter,  to  resume  their  position  in 
line ;  and  from  the  first  battalion  of  the  39th,  who  maintained 
its  ground  in  despite  of  the  disgraceful  example  set  by  the 
intended  support  on  the  left. 

The  fire  was  incessant  till  about  15  minutes  before  four 
o'clock,  when,  finding  that  my  line,  now  1400  strong,  was  in- 
sufficient to  withstand  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
and  my  left  flank  being  exposed  by  the  desertion  of  the  51st, 
I  was  constrained  to  order  a  movement  back  to  the  reserve 
regiment,  under  colonel  McDonald,  which  was  well  posted 
to  receive  the  retired  line,  which  mostly  rallied  welL  On 
forming  with  the  6th,  the  fatigued  state  of  the  regiments  and 
corpuvhich  had  retired,  and  the  probability  that  my  right 
flank^ight  be  turned  by  a  quick  movement  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction,  induced  me,  after  proper  deliberation,  to  fall 
back  to  Worthing|on's  mill;  which  I  was  the  more  persuaded 
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to,  by  my  desire  to  have  the  6th  regiment  (whose  officers  and 
men  were  eager  to  share  the  dangers  of  their  brother  sol- 
diers) perfect  and  in  good  order  to  receive  the  enemy  on 
his  nearer  approach  to  the  city.  All  retired  as  I  could  wish, 
and  were  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require.  In 
this  situation  you  found  the  brigade  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  somewhat  fatigued,  but  with  increased  confidence  in 
ourselves^  and  renewing  our  preparations  for  the  annoyance 
of  the  enemy,  alone,  if  deemed  proper,  or  in  conjunction  with 
any  other  force. 

I  have  thought  it  due  to  the  merits  of  my  brigade,  to  de- 
tail thus  fully  their  whole  movement,  and  I  feel  a  pride  is 
the  belief  that  the  stand  made  on  Monday,  in  iio  small  de- 
gree tended  to  check  the  temerity  of  a  foe  daring  to  invade 
a  country  like  ours,  and  designing  the  destruction  of  our  city, 
in  whose  defence  some  of  the  best  blood  of  the  countiy  has 
already  been  spilt,  and  for  whose  safety  and  protection  the 
citizen-soldiers  of  the  third  brigade  are  ready  to  suffer  eveiy 
privation,  and  meet  every  danger.  Should  report  be  true, 
(and  1  doubt  not  the  fact)  that  the  enemy's  commanding  offi- 
cer, major-general  Ross,  was  killed  in  this  action,  and  die 
enemy  suffered  in  proportion  to  his  superior  numbers,  Isnsdl 
feel  still  more  the  valuable  consequences  of  our  fight. 

The  conduct  of  many  company  officers  and  privates,  was 
such  as  I  calculated  on;  that  of  most  of  my  field-officers  also 
merits  my  particular  notice.  Major  Richard  K.  Heath  of 
the  5th,  who  led  on  the  advanced  party  to  bring  on  the  ac- 
tion, behaved  as  became  an  officer;  the  facts  of  his  horse  be- 
ing killed  under  him,  in  the  first  skirmish,  his  second  beiog 
badly  wounded,  and  himself  receiving  a  contusion  on  the 
head,  by  a  musket-ball  in  the  general  action,  are  ample  proob 
of  his  braver}'  and  exposure  in  discharge  of  his  duty.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Sterrett,  and  major  Barry  of  the  5th,  gained 
my  highest  approbation,  and  they  unite  with  all  in  pr^aise  of 
captain  Spangler  and  his  company  of  volunteers  from  York 
(Pennsylvania),  then  attached  to  their  command;  also  of  ad- 
jutant Cheston,  who  is  slightly  wounded.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Long  of  the  27th,  and  his  field  and  company  officers,  did 
well;  this  whole  regiment  were  unsurpassed  in  bravery,  re- 
solution, and  enthusiasm.  My  brigade  has  to  bewail  the  loss 
of  adjutant  James  Lowry  Donaldson,  who  fell  in  thejiottest 
of  the  fight,  bravely  discharging  the  duties  of  his  cronus- 
sion.  Lieutenant-colonel  Fowler  and  major  Steiger  of  the 
39th,  did  their  duty  in  ever»  respect;  th^  speak  hi^ilj  of 
the  volunteer  companies  of  captain  Quantril,  from  Hagen- 
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town,  and  captain  Metzgar  from  Hanover,  Pennsylvania* 
Captain  Quantril  is  wounded.  Captain  John  Montgomery, 
commanding  my  artillery,  gained  for  himself  and,  his  com- 
pany lasting  honour.  Captain  Aisquith,  and  his  company  of 
riflemen,  merit  my  thanks.  Ensign  Wilmot,  commanding 
the  company  of  United  Volunteers  of  the  5th,  arid  many  of 
his  men,  distinguished  themselves. 

To  brigade-majors  Calhoun  and  Frailey,  I  am  under  great 
obligations  for  the  prompt  and  zealous  performance  of  their 
duty.  To  my  aid-de-camp,  major  George  P.  Stevenson,  too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given;  his  industry  in  every  arrange- 
ment before  the  fight,  and  in  animating  the  whoie  line,  was 
conspicuous;  his  zeal  and  courage  are  of  the  most  ardent 
kind,  the  sprightliness  of  his  manners,  in  the  most  trying 
Scenes,  had  the  happiest  effect  upon  all  to  whom  he  had  to 
communicate  my  orders;  and  the  precision  with  which  he 
deliv6red  my  commands,  could  be  exceeded  only  by  the 
coolness  with  which  he  alwavs  saw  them  executed.  He  was 
animated,  brave,  and  useful.  Major  William  B.  Barney,  and 
adjutant  Lemuel  Taylor,  of  the  cavalry,  who,  having.no  op- 
portunity of  distinction  in  their  regiment,  owing  to  the 
grounds,  did  me  great  service,  the  former  in  aiding  captain 
Montgomery,  the  latter  in  conveying  my  orders  through  the 
whole.  Mr.  Robert  Goodloe  Harper  deserves  my  thanks. 
He  visited  me  just  before  the  action;  accompanied  the  ad- 
vanced party,  and  aided  me  much  throughout.  The  brave 
soldiers  under  my  command  have  suffered  many  privations, 
and  I  recognize  among  our  killed  and  wounded  many  valu'a- 
ble  men;  of  which  I  will  make  a  report  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  STRICKER, 
Brigadier-General^  commanding  Sd  brigade  M.  Ml 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Rodger  s  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  J  dated  New-Castle,  September  13,  1814. 
Sir, 

From  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Baltimore  until  my  de- 
parture, the  various  duties  I  had  to  perform,  and  the  differ- 
ent situations  in  which  I  was  placed,  must  plead  my  apology 
for  not  fyirnishing  a  report  of  the  services  of  the  naval  force 
employed  there  under  my  command  at  an  earlier  period;  and 
more  particularly  as  my  situation,  a  large  portion  of  the  time, 
was  such  as  to  deny  me  the  use  o£  pen,  ink,  or  paper. 

The  advance  aild  retreat  of  the  enemy  you  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  from  other  sources^  and  it  now  only  remains 
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for  mc^to  make  known  to  you  the  dispositions  made  of,  and 
the  services  rendered  bv  the  force  under  my  command,  and 
which  I  feel  a  pleasure  in  doing,  as  the  conduct  of  all  was  such 
as  to  merit  my  entire  approbation. 

In  the  general  distribution  of  the  forces  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Baltimore,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  command- 
ing general,  I  stationed  lieutenant  Gamble,  first  of  the  Guer- 
ricre,  with  about  100  seamen,  in  jcommand  of  a  seven-gun 
battery,  on  the  linp  between  the  roads  leading  from  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Sparrow's  Point. 

Sailing-master  De  La  Rouch,  of  the  Erie,  and  midship- 
man Field,  of  the  Guerriere,  with  twenty  seamen;  in  com- 
mand of  a  two-gun  battery,  fronting  the  road  leading  from 
Sparrow's  Point.   . 

Sailing-master  Ramage,  of  the  Guerriere,  with  twenty  sea* 
men,  in  command  of  a  five-gun  battery,  to  the  right  of  the  Spar- 
row's Point  road. 

And  midshipman  Salter,  with  twelve  seamen,  in  com- 
mand of  a  one-gun  battery  a  little- to  the  right  of  Mr.  Ra- 
mage. 

Lieutenant  Kuhn,  with  the  detachment  of  marines  belox>g- 
ing  to  the  Guerriere,  was  posted  in  the  entrenchment  between 
the  batteries  occupied  by  lieutenant  Gamble  and  sailing-mas^ 
ter  Ramage. 

Lieutenant  Newcomb,  third  of  the  Guerriere,  with  eighty 
seamen,  occupied  Fort  Covington,  on  the  Ferry  Branch,  a 
little  below  Spring  Gardens. 

Sailing-master  Webster,  of  the  flotilla,  with  fifty  seamen  of 
that  corps,  occupied  a  six-gun  battery,  on  the  Ferry  Branch, 
known  by  the  name  of  Babcock. 

Lieutenant  Frazier,  of  the  flotilla,  with  forty-five  seamen 
of  the  same  corps,  occupied  a  three  gun  battery  near  the  La- 
zaretto. 

And  lieutenant  Rutter,  the  senior  ofiicer  of  the  flotilla,  in 
command  of  all  the  barges^  which  were  moored  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  passage  between  the  Lazaretto  and  Fort  M*Hen- 
ry,  in  the  left  wing  of  the  water  battery,  at  which  was  sta- 
tioned sailing-master  Redman  and  fifty -four  men  of  the  flo- 
tilla. 

To  the  ofiicfers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  Guerriere,  con- 
sidering the  privations  they  e?cperien(?ed,  and  the  cheerfulness 
and  zeal  with  which  they  encountered  every  obstacle,  every 
acknowledgment  is  due,  and  it  would  be  as  impossible  for  me 
to  say  too  much  in  theif  praise,  as  it  wodld  be  unworthy  of 
the  station  1  hold,  not  to  mention  that  their  discipline  and 
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good  conduct  is  owing  in  a  pre-eminent  degree  tio  the  indefa- 
tigable attention  and  exertions  of  that  highly  estimable  officer 
lieutenant  Gamble. 

The  enemy's  repulsion  from  the  Ferry  Branch  on  the  night 
of  the  13th  instant,  after  he  had  passed  Fort  M^Henry  with 
his  barges  and  some  light  vessels,  was  owing  to  the  warm  re- 
ception he  met  from  Forts  Covington  and  Babcock,  command- 
ed by  lieutenant  Newcomb  and  sailing-master  Webster,  who 
with  all  under  their  command  performed  the  cfuty  assigned 
them  to  admiration. 

^To  lieutenant  Frazier  commanding  the  three-gun  battery 
at.the  Lazaretto,  great  praise  is  due  for  the  constant  and  ani- 
mated fire  with  which  he  at  times  assailed  the  enemy  during 
the  whole  bombardment,  although  placed  in  a  very  exposed 
situation  to  rockets  and  shells. 

Great  praise  is  justly  due  to  lieutenant  Rutter  for  his  prompt 
execution  of  my  orders,  as  well  as  the  ieal  and  coolness  with 
which  he  performed  all  the  duties  of  his  station,  although 
continually  exposed  for  near  24  hours  to  the  enemy's  rockets 
and  shells. 

Similar  praise  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men,  in  the  several 
barges  of  the  flotilla  which  were  immediately  under  his  com- 
mand, who,  without  regard  to  the  enemy's  rockets  and  shells, 
maintained  their  position  with  firmness  in  the  passage  be- 
tween Fort  M^Henrv  and  the  Lazaretto. 
.  Sailing-master  Rodman,  stationed  in  the  water-battery  of 
Fort-M'-Henry,  with  sixty  seamen  of  the  flotilla,  did  his 
duty  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  service  to  which  he  belongs. 

To  master's-mate  Stockton,  my  aid,  I  am  greatly  indebted 
for  the  zeal  and  promptitude  with  which  he  conveyed  my  or- 
ders from  post  to  post,  and  wherever  I  had  occasion  to  com- 
municate, although  in  some  instances  he  had  to  pass  through 
showers  of  shells  and  rockets. 

To  Mr.  Allen  (brother  of  the  late  gallant  captain  Allen  of 
the  navy),  who  acted  as  my  aid  and  remained  near  my  per- 
son, I  am  much  indebted  for  the  essential  assistance  he  ren- 
dered in  the  capacity  of  secretary,  -and  conveying  my  orders 
wherever  I  found  the  same  necessary. 

It  now  becomes  a  duty  to  notice  the  services  of  that  gallant 
and  meritorious  officer,  captain  Spence  of  the  navy,  by  whose 
exertions,  assisted  by  lieutenant  Kutter  with  the  barges,  the 
entrance  into  the  bason  was  so  obstructed  in  the  enemy's  pre- 
sence, and  that  too  in  a  very  short  time,  as  to  bid  defiance 
to  his  ships,  had  he  attempted  to  force  that  passage.  In  fine, 
owing  to  the  emergency  of  the  service,  although  no  definite 
command  could  be  assigned  captain  S{)ence,  his  services 
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were  nevertheless  of  the  first  order,  and  where  danger  was 
expected  there  he  wj^s  to  be  found,  animating  with  his  pre- 
sence, and  encouraging  ^y  his  conduct,  all  to  do  their  duty. 
On  mv  leaving  Baltimore,  commodort*  Perry  being  absent, 
the  command  of  the  naval  forces  devolved  on  this  excellent 
officer. 

That  justly  distinguished  officer,  commodore  Perry,  I  am 
8orr\'  to  say,  was  so  indisposed  and  worn  out  with  the  fatigue 
he  had  experienced  on  the  Potomac,  and  having  arrived  at 
Bahimore  but  a  short  lime  before  the  bombardment  com- 
menced, excluded  his  taking  an  active  command;  at  the  mo- 
ment, however,  when  the  enemy  threatened  to  attack  our 
lines,  I  found  he  was  with  us,  and  ready  to  render  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power.  In  a  word,  every  officer,  seaman,  and 
marine,  belonging  as  well  to  the  navy  as  to  the  flotilla,  per- 
formed his  duty  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  corps  to  which  he 
belonged. 

I  feel  a  delicacy  in  attempting  to  express  an  opinion  of  the 
conduct  of  any  other  corps  than  those  particularly  placed  un- 
der my  command  by  the  navy  department,  and  the  more  so, 
as  my  object  is  to  avoid  every  cause  of  being  thought  prt- 
suming.  I  must  injustice,  however,  be  permitted  to  say  that 
the  conduct  of  colonel  Stephen  Stone,  commanding  the  first 
regiment  of  Maryland  militia,  which  was  formed  in  column 
in  my  rear,  for  the  defence  of  the  lines,  and  whom  I  consi- 
dered attached  to  my  command  by  order  of  the  commanding 
general,  conducted  m  a  manner  not  only  to  give  me  satis- 
faction, but  the  most  incontestible  proof,  that  that  corps  would 
have  done  its  duty,  had  the  enemy  attempted  to  force  the 
entrenchment  in  its  vicinity. 

Mi/ch  praise  is  also  due  to  major  Randall,  commanding  a 
battalion  of  Pennsylvania  riflemen,  who  was  also  placed  un- 
der my  command,  and  whom  I  despatched  with  my  aid,  Mr. 
Stockton,  to  dislodge  a  party  of  men  in  the  enemy's  boats, 
which  it  was  supposed  intended  landing  near  the  Lazaretto 
to  take  possession  of  our  little  three-gun  battery.  Mr..Stock- 
ton  on  his  return  reported  to  me  in  very  high  terms  the  zeal 
and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  major  and  his  corps  on  the 
occasion.  Indeed  it  is  but  justice  lo  say  that  I  have  the  best 
reason  to  believe,  that  all  the  corps  stationed  in  entrench- 
ments, so  far  as  came  under  my  immediate  observation, 
would  have  performed  their  respective  duties  in  a  manner 
honourable  to  themselves  and  to  their  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  vour  obe- 
dient servant,  '    JOHN  RODGEHS. 
The  honourahle  William  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Copy   of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Armistead  to  the 

Secretary  of  War^  dated  Fort  M^  Henry ^  September  24ithj 

1814. 

A  severe  indisposition^  the  effect  of  great  fatigue  and  ex- 
posure, has  prevented  'me  heretofore  from  presenting  you 
with  an  account  of  the  attack  upon  this  post.  On  the  night  of 
Saturday  the  10th  instant  the  British  fleet,  consisting  of  ships 
of  the  line,  heavy  frigates,  and  bomb-vessels,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  30  sail,  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Patap- 
sco,  with  every  indication  of  an  attempt  on  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. My  own  force  consisted  of  one  company  of  United 
States  artillery,  under  captain  Evans,  and  two  companies  of 
sea-fencibles,  under  captains  Bunbury  and  Addison.  Of 
these  three  companies,  35  men  were  unfortunately  on  the 
sick  list,  and  unfit  for  duty.  I  had  been  furnished  with  two 
companies  of  volunteer  artillery  from  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
under  captain  Berry  and  lieutenant-commandant  Pennington. 
•—To  these  I  must  add  another  fine  company  of  volunteer 
artillerists,  under  judge  Nicholson,  who  had  proffered  their 
services  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  this  post  whenever  an  attack 
might  be  apprehended;  and  also  a  detachment  from  commo- 
dore Barney's  flotilla  under  lieutenant  Redman.  Brigadier- 
general  Winder  had  also  furnished  me  with  about  600  in- 
fantry, under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Stewart 
and  major  Lane,  consisting  of  detachments  from  the  12th, 
14th,  36th,  and  38th  regiments  of  United  States  troops— the 
total  amounting  to  about  1000  effective  men. 

On  Monday  morning  very  early,  it  was  perceived  that  the 
enemy  was  landing  troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  Patapsco^ 
distant  about  ten  miles.  During  that  day  and  the  ensuing 
night,  he  had  brought  sixteen,  ships  (including  five  bomb- 
ships),  within  about  two  miles  and  a  half  of  this  fort.  I  had 
arranged  my  force  as  follows: — ^The  regular  artillerists  un- 
der captain  Evans,  and  the  volunteers  under  captain  Nichol- 
son, manned  the  bastions  in  the  Star  Fort.  Captains  Bunbu- 
ry's,  Addison's,  Hodman's,  Berry's,  and  lieutenant-com- 
mandant Pennipgton's  command,  were  stationed  on  the  low- 
er works;  and  the  infantry,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Stewart 
and  major  Lane,  were  in  the  outer  ditch,"  to  meet  the  ene- 
my at  his  landing  should  he  attempt  one. 

On  Tuesday  morning  about  sunrise,  the  enemy  commenced 
the  attack  from  his  five  bomb- vessels,  at  the  distance  of  about 
two  miles,  when  finding  that  his  shells  reached  us,  he  anchor- 
ed«  and  kept  up  an  incessant  and  well  directed  bombardment* 
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We  immediately  opened  our  batteries,  and  kept  up  a  brhk 
fire  from  our  guns  and  mortars,  but  unfortunately  our  shot 
and  shells  all  fell  considerably  short  of  him.  This  was  to  me 
a  most  distressing  circumstance;  as  it  left  us  exposed  to  a  con- 
stant and  tremendous  shower  of  shells,  without  the  most  re- 
mote possibility  of  doing  him  the  slightest  injury.  It  affords 
me  the  highest  gratification  to  state,  that  although  we  were 
left  thus  exposed,  and  thus  inactive,  not  a  man  shrunk  from 
the  conflict. 

About  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  one  of  the  24-pounders  on  the 
south-west  bastion,  under  the  immediate  command  of  cap- 
tain Nicholson,  was  dismounted  by  a  shell,  the  explosion 
from  which  killed  his  second  lieutenant,  and  wounded  seve- 
ral of  his  men;  the  bustle  necessarily  produced  in  removing 
the  wounded,  and  remounting  the  gun,  probably  induced  the 
enemy  to  suspect  that  we  were  in  a  state  of  confusion,  as  he 
brought  in  three  of  his  bomb-ships  to  what  I  believed  to  be 
good  striking  distance.  I  immediately  ordered  a  fire  to  be 
opened,  which  was  obeyed  with  alacrity  through  the  whole 
garrison,  and  in  half  an  hour  those  intruders  again  sheltered 
themselves  by  withdrawing  beyond  our  reach.  We  gave  three 
cheers,  and  again  ceased  firing.  The  enemy  continued  thriv- 
ing shells,  with  one  or  two  slight  intermissions,  till  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
he  had  availed  himself  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  had 
thrown  a  considerable  force  above  to  our  right;  they  had  ap- 
proached very  near  to  Fort  Covington,  whea  they  began  to 
throw  rockets;  intended,  I  presume,  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  shores — as  I  have  since  understood 
they  had  detached  1250  picked  men,  with  scaling  ladders, for 
the  purpose  of  storming  this  fort.  We  once  more  had  an  op- 
portunity of  opening  our  batteries,  and  kept  up  a  continued 
blaze  for  nearly  two  hours,  which  had  the  effect  again  to  drive 
them  off. 

In  justice  to  lieutenant  Newcomb,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Covington  with  a  detachment 
of  sailors,  and  lieutenant  Webster  of  the  flotilla,  who  com- 
manded the  six-gun  battery  near  the  fort,  I  ought  to  state, 
that  during  this  time  they  kept  up  an  animated,  and  I  be- 
lieve a  very  destructive  fire,  to  which  I  am  persuaded  wc 
are  much  indebted  in  repulsing  the  enemy.  One  of  his  sunk- 
en barges  has  since  been  found  with  two  dead  men  in  it- 
others  have  been  seen  floating  in  the  river.  The  only  means 
we  had  of  directing  our  guns,  was  by  the  blaze  of  their  rock- 
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ets,  and  and  the  flashes  of  their  guns.  Had  they  ventured  to 
the  sanrie  situation  in  the  day  time,  not  a  man  would  h^-e  es'* 
caped. 

The  bombardment  continued  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  uri* 
til  seven  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  when  it  ceaied; 
and  about  nine,  their  ships  got  under  way,  and  stood  down 
the  river.  During  the  bombardment,  which  lasted  25  hours 
{with  two  slight  intermissions),  from  the  best  calculation  I 
can  make,  from  15  to  1800  shells  were  thrown  by  the  enemy. 
A  few  of  these  fell  short.  A  large  portion  burst .  over  us, 
throwing  their  fragments  ammigist  us,  and  threatening  de* 
istructiotir  Many  passed  over,  and  about  four  hundred  fell 
within  the  works.— ^Two  of  the  public  buildings  are  materi- 
ally injured— the  others  but  slightly.  I  am  happy  to  inforni 
you  (wonderful  as  it  may  appear)  that  our  loss  amounts  only 
to  four  men  killed  and  24  wounded.  The  latter  will  reco* 
ver.  A  mong  the  killed,  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  lieute*^ 
nant  Clagget,  and  Serjeant  Clemm,  both  of  captain  Nicholson^s 
volunteers;  two  men  whos^  fate  is  to  be  deplored,  not  otily 
for  their  personal  bravery,  but  for  thieir  high  standing,  amia'< 
ble  demeanour,  and  spotless  integrity  in  private  life.  Lieute^ 
nant  Russel,  of  the  company  under  lieutenant  Pennington,  re* 
ceived,  early  in  the  attack,  a  severe  contusion  in  the  heel^ 
notwithstanding  which  he  remained  at  his  post  during  the 
whole  bombardment. 

Were  I  to  name  any  individuals  who  signalized  themselves, 
it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  others.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
every  officer  and  soldier  under  my  command  did  their  duty 
to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
acrvant, 

G.  ARMISTEAD, 
Major  U.  S.  4* 
Jffonouraile  yamea  Mftirocy  Secretary  of  Wat. 

DIVISION  ORDERS. 

•  •  •  ■  « 

Division  Head' Quarters ^  New  Church  street^ 
September  15fA,  1814, 

Brigadier-general  Winder  coligratulates  the  troops  q£  hit 
comnciand  upon  the  suspension  of  the  severe  duty  to  .whicb 
thev  have  been  exposed  for  the  last  four  days.  / 

't'he  garrison  of  Fort  M*Henry,  under  the  oon)(maiNl  of 
Iftajor  Armistcad,  are  eiitided  to,  and  receive  the 


202]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER.    ^ 

acknowledgments  and  praise  from  the  brigadier-general,  for 
their  ^teady,  firm,  and  intrepid  deportn»eut  during  an  almost 
incessant  bombardment  for  twenty-four  hours,  during  which 
time  they  were  expost- d  to  an  incessant  shower  of  shells. 

The  militia  artillery  of  the  third  brigade,  under  captains 
Nicholson  and  Berry,  and  lieutenant  Pennington,  vied  with 
the  regulars  in  a  firmness  and  composure  which  would  have 
honoured  veterans,  and  prove  that  they  were  worthy  to  co- 
operate with  the  regular  artillery,  infantry,  and  sea-fencibleS| 
in  defence  of  that  important  post.  Major  Armistead  receives 
also  the  warmest  acknowledgments  of  the  general  command- 
ing, for  his  able,  vigilant,  and  exact  arrangements  before  and 
during  this  pei*iod  of  arduous  duty,  as  well  as  for  the  uni- 
form zeal,  vigour,  and  ability  he  has  discovered  in  his  prepa- 
rations for  the  defence  of  the  post  immediately  committed  to 
his  charge,  as  for  the  prompt  and  efficacious  manner  in  which 
he  has  complied,  under  great  and  perplexing  difEcultieS|  with 
demands  from  all  quarters  for  ammunition. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart  and  major  Lane,  neither  of 
whom  were  required  to  expose  themselves  in  this  dangerous 
post,  will  please  accept  the  brigadier-generaPs  warmest  ack- 
nowledgments for  the  handsome  and  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  volunteered  to  take  command  of  the  regular  infantry; 
who,  with  their  officers  and  men,  have  evinced  the  most  reso* 
lute  and  steady  intrepidity  in  the  midst  of  imminent  andloDg- 
continued  danger. 

The  squadron  of  United  States  light  dragoons  under  captain 
Bird,  have  proved,  by  the  indefatigable  and  bold  manner  in 
which  they  have  constantly  kept  upon  the  very  lines  of  the 
enemy  under  the  fire  of  his  guards,  and  the  regular  and  exact 
intelligence  which  they  have  constantly  given  of  his  situation, 
that  they  want  nothing  but  an  opportunity  to  signalise  them- 
selves. The  bold  and  intrepid  charges  which  serjeant  Keller, 
of  captain  Bird's  company,  made  uppn  the  rear  guard  of  the 
retreating  enemy,  with  but  three  dragoons,  in  which  he  db- 
persed  a  guard  of  18  fusileers,  taking  six  of  them  prisoners 
in  despite  of  their  fire  and  that  of  a  fouv-po^nder  within  half 
canister  distance,  which  made  three  discharges  at  him,  de- 
serves the  highest  approbation j  and  the  skiU  and  dexterity 
wkh^which  he  accomplished  this  bold  achievement  proveshe 
will  ^  competent  to  a  more  considerable  command,  to  which 
the  justice  of  his  government  will  no  doubt  advance  him. 

Brigadier-general  Douglass,  with  his  entire  brigade  of 
Virginia  militia,  have  evinCe.d,  during  four  days  of  the  most 
active  and  arduous  duties,  under  the  severest  privations  of 
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rest  and  refreshment,  in  constant  exposure  to  the  unusual 
inclemency  of  the  weather  for  the  season,  a  patience,  obedi^ 
ence,  and  alacrity  for  the  most  dangerous  duties,  which  can- 
not be  surpassed;  and  the  prompt  and  eager  pursuit  in  which 
they  yesterday  engaged,  after  the  retreating  enemy,  in  the 
midst  of  heavy  and  constant  rain,after  such  a  series  of  suf- 
fering and  fatigue,  is  the  best  evidence  which  can  be  given 
that  the  patriotism  which  so  promptly  led  them  to  the  field 
in  defence  of  their  country,  was  bottomed  upon  a  courage 
which  dangers  and  difficulties  cannot  subdue. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Griffin  Taylor,  with  his  regiment  also, 
of  Virginia  militia,  who  was  left  in  pharge  of  the  defences 
in  part  on  the  Perry  Branch,  has  proved  by  his  judicious  ar- 
rangements, and  the  zealous  manner  in  which  he  was  sup- 
ported by  his  men  and  officers,  that  he  only  wanted  an  occa- 
sion to  prove  himself  and  them  the  worthy  co-adjutors  of 
their  countrymen. 

The  enemy  has  retired  from  our  city,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
under  such  circumstances  as  will  deter  him  from  again  at- 
tempting it.  Those  gallant  Virginians  will  have  the  consola-. 
tion  of    believing  they  have  essentially  contributed  to  its 
safety.  ^ 

The  enemy,  however,  has  at  present  only  take'h  refuge  in 
his  ships — he  still  remains  in  our  vicinity,  and  may,  and  pro- 
bably will,  return,  if  he  knows  there  is  the  least  relaxation 
of  vigilance  or  readiness.  The  commanding  officers  of  corps 
and  detachments  will  therefore  exert  themselves  with  unre- 
mitting diligence  to  repair  the  great  damages  of  the  late  fa- 
tigue and  exposure;  to  refresh  their  troops  and  hold  them  in 
readiness  for  moving  at  a  moment's  warning. 
By  order. 

ROBERT  G.  KITE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General* 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-Barters^  Baltimore^  September  19,  1 814. 

The  enemy  having  been  compelled  to  retire  from  before 
this  city,  the  major-general  commanding  takes  pleasure  in 
congratulating  the  troops  under  his  command,  upon  a  relaxa- 
tion of  those  severe  duties  to  which  they  were  for  someday* 
necessarily  exposed.  The  readiness  to  which  they  submitted 
to  privations  of  every  kind,  was  as  gratilTying  to  him  as  the 
alacrity  with  which  they  flew  to  arms  for  the  protection  of  the 
city.  He  feels  a  particular  pleasi^re  in  imparting  to  every  of- 
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ficer  and  soldier  his  warm  acknowledgments  for  the  zeal  they 
displayed  in  marching  to  meet  the  enemy,  whose  object  by 
hia,  own  declaration  i§  known  to  be  devastation  and  ruin  to 
ever>'  assailable  point  on  the  seaboard.  It  is  with  peculiar  sa- 
tisfaction the  commanding  general  seizes  this  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  very  great  assistance  he  has  received  from 
the  counsel  and  active  exertions  of  commodore  Kodgers.  His 
exertions,  and  those  of  his  brave  officers  and  seamen,  have 
contributed  in  a  very  eminent  degree  to  the  safety  of  the  ci- 
ty, and  should  be  remembered  with  lively  emotions  of  gra- 
titude bv  everv  citizen, 

mm  _ 

The  successful  defence  of  Fort  M *Henry  by  major  Ar- 
mistead  of  the  United  States  army,  having  under  his  com- 
mand (besides  his  own  corps)  three  companies  of  colonel 
Harris's  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  captains  Berry 
and  Nicholson,  and  lieutenant  Pennington — and  part  of  the 
36th  and  38th  regiment  United  States  infantry,  commanded 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Stewart,  is  beyond  all  praise.  Their  gal- 
lantry and  intrepidity  enabled  them  to  defend  the  fort  against 
cverj'  effort  of  the  enemy,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  in- 
trepid officer  will  be  rewarded  by  the  government.  The  vo- 
luntary services  of  major  Lane,  of  the  14th  regiment  United 
States  infantry,  were  highly  useful,  and  duly  appreciated  by 
major  Armistead.  Lieutenant  Newcomb  of  the  navy,  who 
commanded  Fort  Covington,  and  lieutenant  Webster  of  tke 
flotilla,  the  city  battery,  performed  their  respective  duties  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  commanding  general. 

To  brigadier- general  Winder  he  tenders  his  thanks  for  his 
aid,  co-operation,  and  prompt  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  To  bri- 
gadier-general Douglass,  with  his  brigade,  and  to  colonel  Tay- 
lor, with  his  regiment  of  Virginia  militia,  called  into  service 
for  the  defence  of  Washington,  the  commanding  general  also 
makes  a  tender  of  his  acknowledgments.  They  have  sustain- 
ed privations  with  patience,  and  submitted  to  a  soldier's  life 
with  a  temper  that  does  them  credit.  To  the  officers  much 
praise  is  due  for  the  discipline  they  have  introduced,  for  their 
attention  to  their  men,  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders. 

To  brigadier-general  Strieker  and  the  third  brigade  of  Ma- 
ryland militia,  every  praise  is  due;  the  city  being  threatened. 
It  became  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  be  foremost  in  its  defence* 
He  claimed  the  honour,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under 
his  tommand  hailed  with  delight,  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
the  enemy's  attack:  he  met  the  enemy  and  engaged  him,  and 
when  compelled  by  superior  numbers  to  retreat,  he  effected 
it  in  order,  and  rallied  on  hia  reserve,  and  from:  thence  re* 
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tired  to  the  ground  which  had  been  assigned  him  near  the 
lines.  The  particulars  of  the  action,  and  the  just  pnaisc'due 
ta  each  officer,  are  given  bv  the  brigadier-general  in  his  rc^ 
port.  He  reports  the  27th  regiment  under  colonel  Long  as 
having  in  a  particular  manner  distinguished  itself — he  gives 
due  praise  to  the  fifch^under  colonel  Sterett,  and  39tb  under 
colonel  Fowler.  He  reports  ths^t  his  reserve  under  colonel 
McDonald  merited  his  approbation,  and  that  the  artillery  Un- 
der captain  Montgomery  highly  distinguished  itself.  He  ap- 
plauds in  terms  which  are  flattering,  the  conduct  of  major 
Pinkney's  battalion  of  riflemen,  the  command  of  which  on 
this  occasion  having  devolved  on  captain  Dyer;  He  mentions 
in  honourable  terms  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  major 
Heath  of  the  fifth,  who  had  two  horses  shot  under  him,  and 
of  captains  Spangler  and  Metzgar  commanding  companies 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  of  captain  Quant^ il  with  a  company 
from  Hagerstown. 

The  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  without  commissions,  repair- 
ed to  the  post  of  danger,  chose  officers  and  organized  them- 
selves into  regiments,  performed  all  the  duties  of  soldiers, 
and  have  recommended  themselves  in  a  particular  manner 
to  the  attention  of  the  commanding  geiftral.  Much  praise  is 
also  due  to  generals  Stansbury  and  Forman.  Their  men  came 
out  principally  en  masse,  and  when  assembled  were,to  be  or- 
'  ganized,  armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined.  All  this  has  beea 
effected  through  their  indefatigable  exertions.  To  these  gen«* 
tlemen  the  commanding  general  tenders  his  sincere  thanks* 
The  enthusiasm  shown  by  their  men  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  gaye  a  full  assurance  that  reliance  might  be  placed 
on  them. 

The  light  corps  under  major  Randall  performed  in  a  man- 
ner highly  honourable  the  services  assigned  it,  and  the  ma- 
jor's conduct  evinced  a  firthness,  bravery,  and  talent  for  a 
military  life. 

The  excellent  discipline  and  order  of  the  artillery  under 
colonel  Harris,  and  marine  artillery  under  captain  Stiles,  af- 
fords a  certainty  of  their  good  conduct.  The  regularity  which 
prevails  in  those  corps  does  them  honour,  dnd  affords  an  ex- 
cellent example  to  others.  Fatiguing  as  were  the  duties  im- 
posed on  the  United  States  cavalry,  under  captain  Bird,  atid 
the  militia  cavalry,  under  lieutenant-colonels  Moore,  Biays, 
Street,  and  Tilghman,  and  captain  Lee,  they  were  performed 
with  an  alacrity  and  promptness  highly  honourable  to  the  of- 
ficers and  men.  To  captain  Thompson  of  the  flying  artillery, 
and  his  company^  the  eomm^^ding  general  tendcjps  his  ^anks 
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for  their  unremitting  personal  attention  9s  his  guard,  their 
readiness  in  carrying  orders,  and  the  various  separate  duties 
assigned  them — and  to  major  Barney  and  captain  Thomp- 
8on«  with  their  corps  of  observation,  for  the  correct  informa-' 
tion  received  from  them. 

The  guns  at  the  lazaretto  were  well  served  by  lieutenant ' 
Rutter  of  the  flotilla,  whose  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  that, 
as  well  as  the  highly  important  duty  of  advanced  night-guards 
to  the  fort,  has  met  the  entire  approbation  of  the  command- 
ing general.  To  the  committee  of  vigilance  and  safety  he 
feels  himself  under  particular  obligations  to  acknowledge  the 
many  advantages  he  derived  from  their  exertion  in  providing 
the  means  necessary  for  defenee. 

Such  was  the  determined  zeal  evinced  on  the  part  of  every 
brigade  and  corps  under  his  command,  that  the  commanding 
general  is  impressed  with  a  full  conviction,  that  had  the  ene- 
my made  his  attack,  it  would  have  terminated  in  his  discom- 
fiture and  defeat. 

By  order  of  major-general  S.  Smith. 

WILLIAM  BATES, 
Assistant  adjutant-general^  D.  M*  iL 

Admiralty  Office^  October  IT* 

Captain  Crofton,  acting  Captain  of  his  majesty's  ship  the 
RoysdOak,  arrived  this  morning  at  this  office  with  despatches 
from  Vite-Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Alexander  Coch- 
rane, K.  B.  addressed  to  John  Wilson  Croker,  Esq.,  of  whidi 
the  following  are  copies:-— 

His  Majesty  s  Ship  Tonnant^  Chesapeake^  September  17. 
Sir, 

I  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  my  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty,  that  the  approaching  equinoctial 
new  moon  rendering  it  unsafe  to  proceed  immediately  out 
of  the  Chesapeake  with  the  combined  expedition,  to  act  upon 
the  plans  which  had  been  concerted  previous  to  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Iphigenia;  major-general  Ross  and  myself  resolved 
to  occupy  the  intermediate  time  to  advantage,  by  making  a 
demonstration  on  the  city  of  Baltimore,  which  might  be  con- 
verted into  a  real  attack,  should  circumstances  appear  to  jus- 
tify it;  and  as  our  arrangements  were  soon  made,  I  proceeded 
up  this  river,  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco^ 
on  the  11th  instant,  where  the  frigates  and  smaller  vessels 
entered  at  a  convenient  distance  for  landing  t})e  troops. 
.  At  an  ear)y  hour  next  morning,  the  disenibarkatioii'of  the 
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army  was  effected  without  opposition,  having  attached  to  it 
a  brigade  of  600  seamen  under  captain  Edward  Crofton  (late 
of  the  Leopard);  the  second  battalion  of  marines  pf  the  squad- 
ron, and  the  colonial  black  marines.  Rear-admiral  Cockbum 
accompanied  the  general,  to  advise  and  arrange  as  alight  be 
deemed  necessary  for  our  combined  efforts. 

So  soon  as  the  army  moved  forward,  I  hoisted  my  flag  in 
the  Surprise,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  frigates,  bombs, 
sloops,  and  the  rocket-ships,  passed  farther  up  the  river,  to 
render  what  co-operation  could  be  found  practicable. 

While  the  bomb- vessels  were  working  up,  in  order  that  we 
might  open  our  fire  upon  the  enemy's  fort  at  dayb^:eak  next 
morning,  an  account  was  brought  to  me,  that  general  Ross, 
when  ireconnoitering  the  enemy,  had  received  a  mortal  wound 
by  a  musket-ball,  which  closed  his  glorious  career  before  he 
could  be  brought  off  to  the  ship. 

It  is  a  tribute  due  to  the  methory  of  this  gallant  and  re- 
spected officer,  to  pause  in  my  relation,^whil^  I  lament  the 
loss  his  majesty's  service  and  the  army  of  which  he  waa 
one  of  the  brightest  ornaments,  have  sustained  by  his  death. 
— ^The  unanimity,  the  zeal  which  he  manifested  on  every  oc- 
casion, while  I  had  the  honour  of  serving  with  him,  gave  life 
and  ease  to  the  most  arduous  undertakings. — Too  heedless 
of  his  personal  security  when  in  the  field,  his  devotion  to  the 
care  and  honour  of  his  army  has  caused  the  termination  of 
his  valuable  life.  The  major-general  has  left  a  wifor  and 
falmily,  for  whom  I  am  confident  his  grateful  country  will  pro- 
vide. 

The  skirmish  which  had  deprived  the  army  of  its  brave 
general  was  a  prelude  to  a  most  decisive  victory  over  the 
flower  of  the  enemy's  troops.  Colonel  Brook,  on  whom  the 
command  devolved,  having  pushed  forward  our  force  to 
within  five  miles  of  Baltimore,  where  the  enemy,  about  six 
or  7000,  had  taken  up  an  advanced  position,  strengthened  by 
field-pieces,  and  where  he  had  dispK)sed  himself,  apparently 
with  the  intention  of  inaking  a  determined  resistance,  fell 
upon  the  enemy  with  such  impetuosity  that  he  was  obliged 
soon  to  give  way  and  fly  in  every  direction,  leaving  on  the 
field  of  battle  a  considerable  number  of  killed  and  wounded, 
and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  brilliant  affair,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer their  lordships  to  rear-admiral  Cockburn's  despatch,  trans- 
mitted herewith. 

At  day-break  the  next  morning,  the  bombs  having  their 
stations  within  shell  range,  supported  by  the  Surprise,  with 


201]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

.  t 

die  6ik6r  frigates  and  sloops,  opened  their  fire  upon  the  fort 
that  protected  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  I  had  now  an 
Opportunity*  of  observing  the  strength  and  the  preparations 
of  the  enemy. 

The  approach  to  the  town  on  the  land  side  was  defended 
by  commanding  heights,  upon  which  was  constructed  a  chain 
of  redoubts  connected  bv  a  breast-work,  with  a  ditch  in  front, 
an  extensive  train  of  artillen ,  and  show  of  force  that  was  r^^ 
ported  to  be  from  15  to  20,000  men* 

The  entrance  by  sea,  within  which  the  to^vn  is  retired 
nearly  three  miles,  was  entirely  obscured  by  a  barriei"  of  ves- 
sels sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  defended  inside  bj 
gun-boats,  flanked  on  the  right  by  a  strong  and  regular  forti- 
fication, and  on  the  left  by  a  battery  of  several  heavy  guns. 

These  preparations  rendering  it  impracticable  to  afford 
any  essential  co-operation  by  sea,  I  considered  that  an  attack 
on  the  enemy's  strong  position  by  the  army  only,  with  such 
cUsparity  pf  force,  t||ough  confident  of  success,  might  risk  a 
greater  loss  than  the  possessibn  of  the  town  would  compen- 
sate for,  while  holding  in  view  the  ulterior  openitioiis  of  this 
force  in  the  contemplation  of  his  majesty^s  govelmment;  andi 
therefore,  as  the  primary  object  of  our  nioveineht  had  been 
already  fully  accomplished,  I  communicated  my  observations 
to  colonel  Brook,  who  coinciding  with  me  in  opinion,  it  vfZM 
mutually  agreed  that  we  should  withdraw. 

The  following  mortiing  the  army  began  leisureljr  to  redrc; 
and  so  salutary  was  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by  the 
defeat  he  had  experienced,  that  notwithstanding  every  op* 
portunity  was  offered  for  his  repeating  the  conflict,  with  an 
isfimte  superiority,  our  troops  re -embarked  without  niK^estai' 
tion;  the  ships  bf  w^r  dropped  down  as  the  army  retired. 

The  result  of  this  demonstration  has  been  the  defeat  of  the 
army  of  the  enemy,  the  destruction,  by  themselves,  of  a 
qtiaCQtity  of  shipping,  the  burning  of  an  extensive  rb^e-w^ 
and  other  public  erections,  the  causipg  of  them  to  remOre 
their  property  from  the  city,  and  above  all,  the  collecting  and 
harassing  of  his  armed  inhabitants  from  the  surrounding 
country;  producing  a  total  stagnation  of  their  commierce;  and 
heaping  upon  them  considerable  expenses,  at  the  same  tiwt 
effectually  drawing  off  their  attention  and  support  from  other 
important  quarters. 

It  ha^  been  the  source  of  the  greatest  gratification  to  me, 
the  continuation  of  that  unanimity  existing  between  the  two 
services,  which  I  have  before  noticed  to  their  lordships:  and 
I  huve  rtasoti  to  autsul'e  tbemi  that  the  comomnd  cf  tlie  annjr 
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has  fallen  upon  a  most  zealous  and  able  officer  in  colonel 
Brook,  who  has  followed  up  the  system  of  cordiality  that  had 
been  so  beneficially  adopted  by  his  much-lamented  chief. 

Rear-admiral  Cockburn,  to  whom  I  had  confided  that  part 
of  the  naval  service  which  was  connected  with  the  army, 
evinced  his  usual  zeal  and  ability,  and  executed  his  impor- 
tant-trust to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Rear-admiral  Malcolm,  who  regulated  the  collection,  de- 
barkation, and  re-embarkation  of  the  troops,  and  the  supplies 
they  required,  has  merited  my  best  thanks  for  his  indefatiga- 
ble exertions;  and  I  have  to  express  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  counsel  and  assistance  afforded  us  in  all  our  opera- 
tions, I  have  received  from  rear-admiral  Codrington,  the  cap- 
tain of  the  fleet. 

The  captains  of  the  squadron  who  were  employed  in  the 
various  duties  afloat,  were  all  emulous  to  promote  the  service 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  and,  with  the  officers  acting  un- 
der them,  are  entitled  to  my  fullest  approbation. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  the 
report  rear-admiral  Cockburn  has  made  of  the  meritorious 
and  gallant  conduct  of  the  naval  brigade;  as  well  as  the  ac- 
companying letter  from  colonel  Brook,  expressing  his  obli- 
.  gations  to  captain  Edward  Crofton,  who  commanded;  and 
captains  T.  B.  Sullivan,  Rowland,  Money,  and  Robert  Ram- 
say, who  had  charge  of  divisions;  and  I  have  to  recommend 
these  officers,  together  with  those  who  are  particularly  no- 
ticed by  the  rear-admiral,  to  their  lordships'  favourable  con- 
sideration. 

Captain  Robyns  of  the  royal  marines,  who  commanded 
the  marines  of  the  squadron  on  this  occasion,  and  in  the 
operations  against  Washington,  being  severely  wounded,  I 
beg  leave  to  bring  him  to  their  lordships  recollection,  as  hav- 
ing been  frequently  noticed  for  his  gallant  conduct  during  the 
services  on  the  Chesapeake,  atyl  to  recommend  him,  with 
lieutenant  Sampson  Marshall,  of  the  Diadem,  who  is  danger- 
ously wounded,  to  their  lordships'  favour  and  protection. 

First  lieutenant  John  Lawrence,  of  the  royal  marine  ar- 
tillery, who  commanded  the  rocket  brigade,  has  again  ren- 
dered essential  service,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by  colonel 
Brook.  \ 

Captain  Edward  Crofton,  who  will  have  the  honour  of 
delivering  this  despatch,  is  competent  to  explain  any  fur- 
ther particulars;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  their 
VOL.  IV.  [D  d] 
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lordships*  protection,  as  a  most  zealous  and  inteUigent  offi- 
cer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  ^ 

ALEXANDER  COCHRANE, 

Vtce-Admiraly  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
To  John  Wilson  Croker^  ^c. 

Colonial  Department* 

Doztming  street^  October  17» 
Captain  Macdougall  arrived  early  this  morning  with  a 
despatch  addressed  to  earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  by  oolonel   Brook,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy: — 

On  board  his  Majesty^s  Ship  Tonnantj 

Chesapeake^  September  17|  1814. 
My  Lord, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  the  divi- 
sion of  troops  under  the  command  of  qaajor-gencral  Ross 
effected  a  disembarkation  on  the  morning^  of  the  twelfth  of 
September,  near  North  Point,  on  the  left  point  of  the  Pa- 
tapsco  River,  distant  from  Baltimore  about  thirteen  miles, 
with  a  view  of  pushing  a  reconnoissance,  in  co-operation 
with  the  naval  forces,  to  that  town;  and  acting  thereon  as  the  • 
enemy's  strength  and  positions  might  be  found  to  dictate. 

The  approach  on  this  side  to  Baltimore  Hes  through  a  small 
peninsula  formed  by  the  Patapsco  and  Back  Rivers,  and  ge- 
nerally from  two  to  three  miles  broad,  while  it  narrows  in 
some  places  to  less  than  half  a  mile. 

Three  giiles  from  North  Point  the  enemy  had  entrenched 
himself  quite  across  this  neck  of  land,  towards  which  (the 
disembarkation  having  been  completed  at  an  early  hour)  the 
troops  advanced. 

The  enemy  Was  actively  employed  in  the  completion  of 
this  work,  deepening  the  ditch,  and  strengthening  its  front  by 
a  low  abattis,  both^which,  however,  he  precipitately  abandon* 
cd  on  the  approach  of  our  skirmishes,  leaving  in  our  hands 
some  few  dragoons,  being  part  of  his  rear  guard.  , 

About  two  miles  beyond  this  post  our  advance  became  en- 
gaged, the  country  was  here  closely  wooded,  and  the  enem/s 
riflemen  were  enabled  to  conceal  themselves.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  gallant  general  Ross  received  a  wound  in  his  breast, 
which  proved  mortal.  He  only  survived  to  recommend  a 
young  and  unprovided  family  -to  the  protection  of  his  king 
and  couBtrjv 
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Thus  fell  at  an  early  age  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 
his  profession;  one  who,  whether  at  the  head  of  a  regiment, 
a  brigade,  or  corps,  had  alike* displayed  the  talents  of  com- 
mand; who  was  not  less  beloved  in  his  private,  than  enthusi- 
astically admired  in  his  public  character;  and  whose  only  fault, 
if  it  may  be  deemed  so,  was  an  excess  of  gallantry,  enterprise, 
and  devotion  to  the  service. 

If  ever  it  were  permitted  to  a  soldier  to  lament  those  who 
fall  in  battle,  we  may  indeed  in  this  instance  claim  that  me- 
lancholy privilege. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  honour  of  addressing  your  lordship, 
and  the  command  of  this  army  hav«  devolved  upon  me;  du- 
ties, which,  under  any  other  circumstances,  might  have  been 
embraced  as  the  most  enviable  gifts  of  fortune;  and  here  I 
venture  to  solicit,  through  your  lordship,  his  royal  highness 
the  prince  regent's  consideration  to  the  circumstances  of  my 
succeeding,  during  operations  of  so  much  moment,  to  an  of- 
ficer of  such  high  rank  and  established  merit. 

Our  advance  continuing  to  press  forward,  the  enemy's  light 
troops  were  pushed  to  within  five  miles  of  Baltimore,  where 
a  corps  of  about  six  thousand  men, six  pieces  of  artillery ,and 
some  hundred  cavalry  were  discovered  posted  under  cover 
of  a  wood,  drawn  up  in  a  very  dense  order,  and  lining  a 
strong  paling,  which  crossed  the  main  road  nearly  at  right 
angles.  The  creeks  and  iplets  of  the  Patapsco  and  Back  Ri- 
vers, which  approach  each  other  at  this  point,  will  in  some 
measure  account  for  the  contracted  nature  of  the  enemy's 
position. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  necessary  dispositions  for  a  ge- 
neral attack.  The  light  brigade,  under  the  command  of  ma- 
jor Jones  of  the  fourth,  consisting  of  the  eighty-fifth  light  in^ 
fantry  under  major  Gubbins,  and  the  light  companies  of  the 
army  upder  major  F^ringle,  of  the  twenty-first,  covered  the 
whole  of  the  front,  'driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  with 
great  loss  on  his  main  army.  The  fourth  regiment  under  ma- 
jor Faunce,  by  a  detour  through  some  hollow  ways,  gained, 
unperceived,  a  lodgment  close  upon  the  enemy's  left.  The 
remainder  of  the  right  brigade,  under  the  command  of  the 
honourable  lieutenant-colonel  MuUins,  consisting  of  the  for- 
ty-fourth regiment,  under  major  Johnson,  the  marines  of  the 
fleet  under  captain  Robyns,  and  a  detachment  of  seamen  un- 
der captain  Money,  of  the  Taave,  formed  line  along  the  ene- 
my's front,  while  the  left  brigade  under  col6nel  Paterson,  con- 
sisting of  the  twenty-first  regiment,  commanded  by  major 
Whitaker,  the  second  battalion  of  marines,  by  llbutenant>'Cdk 
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lonel  Malcolm,  and  a  detachment  of  marines,  by  major  Lew- 
is, remained  in  columns  on  the  road,  with  orders  to  deploy 
to  his  left,  and  press  the  enemy's  right  the  moment  the 
ground  became  sufficiently  open  to  admit  of  that  move- 
ment. 

In  this  order,  the  signal  being  given,  the  whole  of  the  troops 
advanced  rapidly  to  the  charge.  In  less  than  fifteen  minutes, 
the  enemy's  forces  being  utterly  broken  and  dispersed,  fled 
in  every  direction  over  the  country,  leaving  on  the  field  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  considerable  number  of  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prisoners. 

The  enemy  lost  in  this  short  but  brilliant  affair  from  five 
to  six  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded;  while  at  the  most  mo- 
derate computation,  he  is  at  least  one  thousand  hors  de  com- 
bat. The  fifth  regiment  of  militia,  in  particular,  has  bejen  re- 
presented as  nearly  annihilated. 

The  day  being  now  far  advanced,  and  the  troops  (as  is  al- 
ways the  case  on  the  first  march  after  disembarkation)  much 
fatigued,  we  hahed  for  the  night  on  the  ground  of  which  the 
enemy  had  been  dispossessed.  Here  I  received  a  communi- 
cation from  vice-admiral  the  honourable  sir  Alexander  Coch- 
rane, informing  me  that  the  frigates,  bomb-ships,  and  flotilli 
of  the  fleet,  would  on  the  ensuing  morning  take  their  stations 
as  previously  proposed. 

At  day-break  on  the  thirteenth,  the  army  again  advanced, 
and  at  10  o'clock  I  occupied  a  favourable  position  eastward 
of  Baltimore,  distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  from  whence 
I  could  reconnoitre  at  my  leisure  the  defences  of  that  town. 

Baltimore  is  completely  surrounded  by  strong  but  detached 
hills,  on  which  the  enemy  had  constructed  a  chain  of  palli- 
saded  redoubts,  connected  by  a  small  breast- work:  I  have, 
however,  reason  to  think  that  the  defence  to  the  northward 
and  westward  of  the  place  were  in  a  very  unfinishid  state. 
Chinkapin  hill,  which  lay  in  front  of  our  position,  completely 
conixinands  the  town;  this  was  the  strongest  part  of  the  lin?, 
and  here  the  enemy  seemed  most  apprehensive  of  attack. 
These  works  were  defended,  according  to  the  best  informar 
tion  which  we  could  obtain,  by  about  fifteen  thousand  men, 
with  a  large  train  of  artillery. 

Judging  it  perfectly  feasible,  with  the  description  of  forces 
under  my  command,  I  made  arrangements  for  a  night  attack, 
during  which  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  artillery  would 
not  be  so  much  felt,  and  captain  Macdougall,  the  bearer  of 
these  despatches,  will  have  the  honour  to  point  out  to  your 
lord&bip  those  particular  points  of  the  line  which  I  had  pro- 
posed to  act  on. 
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During  the  evening,  however,  I  received  a  communication 
from  the  comij^uler  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces,  by  which  I 
was  informedj^Bit  in  consequence  of  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  being^Rsed  up  by  vessels  sunk  for  that  purpose  by 
the  enemy^  a  naval  co-operation  against  the  to^n  and  camp 
was  found  impracticable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  keeping  in  view  your  lord- 
ships' instructions,  it  was  agreed  between  the  vice-admiral  and 
myself,  that  the  capture  of  the  town  would  not  have  been  a 
sufficient  equivalent  to  the  loss  which  might  probably  be  sus- 
tained in  storming  the  heights. 

Having  formed  this  resolution,  after  compelling  the  enemy 
to  sink  upwards  of  twenty  vessels  in  different  parts  of  the 
harbour,  causing  the  citizens  to  remove  almost  the  whole  of 
their  property  to  the  places  of  more  security  inland,  obliging 
the  government  to  concentrate  all  the  military  force  of  the 
surrounding  states,  harassing  the  militia,  and  forcing  them 
to  collect  from  many  remote  districts,  causing  the  enemy 
to  burn  a  valuable  rope-walk,  with  other  public  buildings,  in 
order  to  clear  the  glacis  in  front  of  their  redoubts,  besides 
having  beaten  and  routed  them  in  a  general  action,  I  retired 
on  the  fourteenth,  three  miles  from  the  position  which  I  had 
occupied,  where  I  halted  during  some  hours. 

This  tardy  movement  was  partly  caused  by  an  expectatipn 
that  the  enemy  might  possibly  be  induced  to  move  out  of  the 
entrenchments  and  follow  us ;  but  he  profited  by  the  lesson 
which  he  had  received  on  the  twelfth,  and  towards  the  even- 
ing I  retired  the  troops  about  three  miles  and  a  half  further, 
where  I  took  up  my  ground  for  the  night. 

Having  ascertained,  at  a  late  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifteenth,  that  the  enemy  had  no  disposition  to  quit  his  en- 
trenchments, I  moved  down  and  re- embarked  the  army  at 
North  Point,  not  leaving  a  man  behind,  aAd  carrying  with 
me  200  prisoners,  being  persons  of  the  best  families  in  the 
city,  and  which  number  might  have  been  very  considerably 
increased,  was  not  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  an  object  prin- 
cipally to  be  avoided. 

I  have  now  to  remark  to  your  lordship,  that  nothing  could 
surpass  the  zeal,  unanimity  and  ardour  displayed  by  every 
description  offeree,  whether  naval,  military,  or  marine, dur- 
ing the  whole  of  these  operations. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ARTHUR  BROOK, 
Colonel^  commanding^ 
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•   [Here  follows  a  number  of  uninteresting  paragraphs  o{ 
thanks  to  various  officers.]  .Jl^ 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  acttot^mth  the  enemy ^ 
near  Baltimore^  on  the  \2th  of  September^  1814. 
One  general  siaiF,  1  subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  35  rank  and  file, 
killed;  7  captains,  4  subaliems,  11  serjeant3,  229   rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Severn;  in  the  Patapsco^ 
ISth  September^  1814. 
Sir, 

In  furtherance  of  the  instructions  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive from  you  on  the  11th  instant,  I  landed  at  daylight  of 
the  12th  with  major-general  Ross  and  the  force  under  his 
c6mmand,  at  a  place  the  general  and  myself  had  previously 
fixed  upon,  near  to  North  Point,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pa- 
tapsco,  and,  in  conformity  with  his  wishes,  I  determined  on 
remaining  on  shore,  and  accompanying  the  army  to  render 
him  every  assistance  within  my  power  during  the  contem- 
plated movements  and  opcrrsttions;  therefore,  so  soon  as  our 
landing  was  completed,  I  directed  capt^i^n  Nourse,  of  this 
ship,  to  advance  up  the  Patapsco  with  the  frigates,  sloops, 
and  bomb-ships,  to  bombard  the  fort,  and  threaten  the  water 
approach  to  Baltimore,  and  1  moved  on  with  the  army  and 
seamen  (under  captain  Edward  Crofton)  attached  to  it,  on 
the  direct  road  leading  to  the  abovementioned  town. 

We  had  advanced  about  five  miles  (without  other  occur- 
rence than  taking  prisoners  a  few  light  horsemen),  when  the 
general  and  myself,  being  with  the  advanced  guards,  observed 
a  division  of  the  enemy  posted  at  a  turning  of  the  road,  ex- 
tending into  a  wood  on  our  left;  a  sharp  fire  was  almost  im- 
mediately oprtied  upon  us  from  it,  and  as  quickly  returned 
with  considerable  effect  by  our  advanced  guard,  which  press- 
ing steadily  forward,  soon  obliged  the  enemy  to  run  off  with 
the  utmost  precipitation,  leaving  behind  him  several  men 
killed  and  wounded;  but  it  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  sorrow 
I  have  to  add^  that  in  this  short  and  desultory  skirmish,  my 
gallant  atid  highly  valued  friend,  the  major-general,  received 
a  musket-ball  through  his  arm  into  his  breast,  which  proved 
fatal  to  him  on  his  way  to  the  water-side  for  re-embarkation. 

Our  country,  sir,  has  lost  in  him  one  of  its  best  and  bravest 
soldiers,  and  those  who  knew  him,  as  I  did,  a  friend  most 
honoured  and  beloved;  and  I  trust,  sir,  that  I  may  be  for- 
given for  considering  it  a  sacred  duty  I  owe  to  him  to  men- 
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tion  here,  that  "whilst  his  woupds  were  binding  up,  and  we 
were  placing  him  on  the  bearer  which •  was  to  carry  him  off 
the  field,  he  assured  me  the  wounds  he  had  received  m  the 
performance  of  his  duty  to  his  country  caused  him  not  a 
pang;  but  he  felt  alone,  anxiety  for  a  wife  and  family  dearer 
to*  him  than  his  life,  whom,  in  the  event  of  the  fatal  termina- 
tion he  foresaw,  he  recommended  to  the  protection  and  no- 
tice of  his  majesty's  government,  and  the  country. 

Colonel  Brook,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  army  now 
devolved,  having  come  up,  and  the  body  of  our  troops  hav-  ^ 
ing  closed  with  the  advance,  the  whole  proceeded  forward 
about  two  miles  further,  where  we  observed  the  enemy  in 
force  drawn  up  before  us  (apparently  about  six  or  seven 
thousand  strftng);  on  perceiving  our  army,  he  filed  off  into 
a  large  and  extensive  wood  on  his  right,  from  which  he  com- 
menced a  cannonade  on  us  from  his  field-pieces,  and  drew 
up  his  men  behind  a  thick  paling,  where  he  appeared  deter- 
mined to  make  his  stand.  Our  field-guns  answered  .his  with 
evident  advantage,  and  so  soon  as  colonel  Brook  had  made 
the  necessary  dispositions,  the  attack  was  ordered,  and  exe- 
cuted in  the  highest  style  possible.  *  The  enemy  opened  his 
musketry  on  us  from  his  whole  line;  immediately  we  ap- 
proached within  reach  of  it,  and  kept  up  his  fire  till  we  reach- 
ed and  entered  the  wood,  when  he  gave  way  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  was  chased  by  us  a  considerable  distance  with  great 
slaughter,  abandoning  his  post  of  the  meeting-house,  situated 
in  this  wood,  and  leaving  all  his  wounded  and  two  of  his  field- 
guns  in  our  possession. 

An  advance  of  this  description  against  superior  numbers 
of  an  enemy  so  strongly  posted,  could  npt  be  effected  with- 
out loss.  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  return  of  what  has 
been  suffered  by  those  of  the  naval  department,  acting  with 
the  army  on  this  occasion;  and  it  is,.sir,  with  the  greatest  pride 
and  pleasure  I  report  to  you,  that  the  brigade  of  seamen  with 
small  arms,  commanded  by  captain  Edward  Crofton,  assisted 
by  captains  Sullivan,  Money,  and  Kamsey  (the  three  senior 
commanders  with  the  fleet),  who  commanded  divisions  un- 
der him,  behaved  with  a  gallantry  and  steadiness  which  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  oldest  troops,  and  which  attracted 
the  admiration  of  the  army.  The  seamen  under  Mr.  Jack- 
son, master's  mate  of  the  Tonnant,  attached  to  the  rocket 
brigade,  commanded  by  the  first  heutenant  Lawrence,  of  the 
marines,  behaved  also  with  equal  skill  and  bravery.  The  ma- 
rines landed  from  the  ships  under  the  command  of  captain 
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Rob3ms,  the  senior  officer  of  that  corps,  belonging  to  the 
fleet,  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry. 

Although,  sir,  in  making  to  you  my  report  of  this  action, 
I  know  it  is  right  I  should  confine  myself  to  mentioning  only 
the  conduct  of  those  belonging  to  the  nayal  department,  yet 
I  may  be  excused  for  yenturing  further  to  state  to  you  gi?ne- 
rally  the  high  admiration  with  which  I  viewed  the  conduct 
of  the  whole  armv,  and  the  ability  and  gallantry  with  which 
It  was  managed  and  headed  by  its  brave  colonel,  which  in- 
sured to  it  the  success  it  met  with. 

The  night  being  fast  approaching  and  the  troops  much  fa* 
tigued,  colonel  Brook  determined  on  remaining  for  the  night 
on  the  field  of  battle,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  leaving 
a  small  guard  at  the  meeting-house  to  collect  and  protect  the 
wounded,  we  again  moved  forward  towards  Baltimore,  on 
approaching  which  it  was  found  to  be  defended  by  extremely 
strong  works  on  every  side,  and  immediately  in  front  of  us 
by  an  extensive  hill,  on  which  was  an  entrenched  camp,  and 
great  quantities  of  artillery,  and  the  information  we  collect- 
ed, added  to  what  we  observed,  gave  us  to  believe  there  were 
at  least  within  their  works  from  15  to-^0,000  men.    Colonel 
Brook  lost  no  time  in  reconnoitering  these  defences,  after 
which  he  made  his  arrangement  for  storming,  during  the  en- 
suing night,  with  his  gallant  little  army,  the  entrenched  camp 
in  our  front,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  which  it  pre- 
sented. The  subsequent  communications  which  we  opened 
with  you,  however,  induced  him  to  relinquish  again  the  idea, 
and  therefore  yesterday  morning  the  army  retired  leisurely 
to  the  mteting-house,  where  it  halted  for  some  hours  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  respecting  the  wounded  and  Ac 
prisoners  taken  on  the  12th,  which  being  completed,  it  made 
a  further  short  movement  in  the  evening  towards  the  fhct 
where  it  had  disembarked,  and  where  it  arrived  this  morn- 
ing for  re-embarkation,  without  suffering  the  slightest  mo- 
lestation from  the  enemy,  who,  in  spite  of  his  superiority  of 
numbers,  did  not  even  venture  to  look  at  us  during  this  slow 
and  deliberate  retreat. 

As  you,  sir,  were  in  person  with  the  advanced  frigates, 
sloops,  and  bomb-vessels,  and  as,  from  the  road  the  army 
took,  I^id  not  see  them  after  quitting  the  beach,  it  would  be 
superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  report  to  you  respecting  them. 
I  have  now,  therefore,  only  to  assure  you  of  my  entire  satis- 
faction and  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  every  officer  and 
man  employed  under  me,  during  the  operations  above. detail- 
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cd,  and  to  Express  to  you  how  particularly  I  considermyself 
indebted  to  captain  Edward  Crofton  (acting  captain  of  the 
Royal  Oak),  for  the  gallantry,  ability,  and  zeal  witH  which  he 
led  on  the  brigade  of  seamen  in  the  action  of  the  12th,  and 
executed  all  the  other  services  with  which  he  has  been  in- 
trusted since  our  landing;  to  captain  White  (acting  captain  of 
the  Albion),  who  attended  me  as  my  aid-de-camp  the  whole 
time,  and  rendered  me  every  possible  assistance;  to  captains 

^  Sullivan,  Money,  and'Uamsay,  who  commanded  divisions  of 
the  brigade  of  seamen;  to  lieutenant  James  Scott  of  the  Al- 
bion, whom  I  have  had  such  frequent  cause  to  mention  to 
you  on  former  occasions,  and  who  in  the  battle  of  the  i2th 
commanded  a  division  of  seamen^  and  behaved  most  gallant- 
ly, occasionally  also  acting  as  ap  extra  aid-de-camp  to  myself; 
captain  Robyns,  who  commanded  the  marines  of  the  fleet, 
and  who  was  severely  wounded*Jduring  the  engagement,  I 
also  beg  to  recommend  to  your  favoitrable  notice  and  consi- 
deration, as  well  as  lieutenant  G.  C.  Urmston^  of  the  Albion, 
whom  I  placed  in  command  of  the  smaller  boats,  to  endea« 
vour  to  keep  up  a  communication  between  the  army  and  na* 
vy,  which  he  effected*  with  great  perseverance,  and  thereby 
rendered  us  most  essential  service.  In  short,  sir,  everySndi- 
vidual  seemed  animated  with  equal  anxiety  to  distinguish 
himself  by  good  conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  I  tf  ust  there- 
fore the  whole  will  be  deemed  worthy  of  your  approbation. 

Captain  Nourse,  of  the  Severn,  was  good  enough  to  re- 
ceive my  flag  for  this  service;  he  rendered  me  great  assist* 
ance  in  getting  the  ships  to  the  different  stations  within  the 
river,  and  when  the  storming  of  the  fortified  hill  was  con- 
templated, he  hastened  to  my  assistance,  with  a  xeinfbrce- 
ment  of  seamen  and  marines;  and  I  should  consider  myself 
wanting  in  candour  and  justice  did  I  not  particularly  point 
out,  sir,  to  you,  the  high  opinion  I  entertained  of  the  enter* 
prise  and  ability  of  this  valuable  officer,  not  only  for  his  con- 
duct on  this  occasion,  but  on  the  very  many  others,  on  which 
I  have  employed  him,  since  with  me  in  the  Chesapeake. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  COCKBURN, 
R^ar-admiral, 

.    Vice-admiral  the  honourable  sir  M.  Cochrane^  •it 

K.  B.  commander  in  chiefs  &fc. 
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On  board  his  Majesti/^s  Ship^  Tonnant^ 
Sear  Sir,  September  15,  1 814. 

I  beg  leave  to  be  allowed  to  state  to  you,  how  much 
I  feel  indebted  to  captain  Crofton,  commanding  the  brigade 
•f  sailors  from  his  majesty's  ships  under  your  command,  as 
also  to  captains  Sullivan,  Money,  and  Ramsay,  for  their  very 
great  exertions  in  performing  every  formation  made  by  bis 
majesty^s  troops;  having  seen  myself  those  officers  expose 
themselves  in  the  hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire,  to  keep  their 
men  in  line  of  march  with  the  disciplined  troops.  The  obe- 
dient and  steady  conduct  of  the  sailors,  believe  me,  sir,  ex^^ 
cited  the  admiration  of  every  individual  of  the  army,  as  wcB 
as  my  greatest  gratitude. 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir,  be. 

(Signed)  ARTHUR  BROOK, 

Colonel^  commanding. 
Vice-admiral  the  honourable  sir  A.  Cochrane, 

K»  B.  commdnder  in  chiefs  &fc. 
Killed  and  wounded  belonging  to  the  Navy,  disembarked  with 

the  army  under  Major -General  Ross,  September  12, 1814. 

Total  killed — 1  petty  officer,  3  seamen,  3  marin^. 

Total  wounded — 1  officer,  6  petty  officers,  22  seamen,  15 
marines. 

(Signed)  G.  COCKBUHN, 

Rear-admiraL 

Sir,  Tonnant,  in  the  Chesapeake,  September  23. 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith,  returns  of  the  killed,  woundedi  • 
and  missing,  in  the  demonstration  on  Baltimore,  between  the 
12th«and  14th  ins  tan*. 

I  have  xhe  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.COCHRANE, 
Vice-admiral  and  commander  in  chirf* 
y.  W.  Croker,  Esq. 
Killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  Naval  brigade  commaiided 

by  Captain  Edward  Crojion  of  his  Majesty* s  Ship  Roy(d 

Oak,  and  serving  with  the  army  on  shore,  under  Myor-Ge- 

mral  Ro9s,  oji  the  12th  September,  1814. 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing-— 6  killed,  32  wound- 
ed, 1  nu|sing,  « 
Killed  dHK  wounded  of  the  marine  brigade  commanded  by  Ctf' 

tain  Robyns,  Royal  marines,  of  his  Maj est  y^s  Ship  Tonnant, 

and  serving  in  the  army  under  Major-General  Ross^  l%th 

September,  1814. 

TotaU-1  kiUed;  16  wounded.  ^ 
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AFFAIR  AT  OTTER  CREEK. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  M^Dontugh^  Esq.  command^ 
ing  United  States  force  on  Lake  Champlain^  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy^  dated  Vergennes^  14/A  May^  1814. 

*^I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  an  engagement  be « 
tween  our  battery  at  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek,  and  eight  of 
the  enemy's  galleys,  with  a  bomb- vessel,  has  just  terminated 
by  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  who,  it  is  supposed,  came  with 
an  intention  of  blockading  us. 

**  The  battery,  commanded  by  captain  Thornton  of  the  ar- 
tillery, who  was  gallantly  assisted  by  lieutenant  Cassin  of  the 
navy,  receivecl  but  little  injury,  although  a  number  of  shells 
were  thrown,  and  many  lodged  in  the  parapet. 

**  Colonel  Davis  was  advantageously  posted  to  receive  the 
enemy,  in  the  event  of  his  landing,  which  we  had  reason  to 
expect,  as  his  new  brig,  with  several  other  gallies  and  four 
sloops,  were  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  point  on 
which  the  battery  stands,  during  the  action,  which  lasted  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  they  all  stood  off,  and  were  seen  pass- 
ing Burlington  for  the  northward.  Every  exertion  was  made 
to  get  the  vessels  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  which, 
however,  we  could  not  effect  until  the  enemy  had  withdrawn. 
Our  whole  force  is  at  the  creek's  mouth,  with  the  exception 
of  the  schooner,  and' she  will  be  down  also  in  the  cour|e  of 
four  or  five  days.'* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Macdonough^  com* 
manding  the  United  States  Naval  forces  on  Lake  Champlain^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  dated  Vergennes^  May  X^th^ 
1814. 

^^1  omitted  stating  in  my  letter  of  the  14th,  that  the  erne- 
my  had  two  fine  row-boats  shot  adrift  from  their  gallies  in  tk^ 
action  with  the  battery,  which,  in  their  precipitate  retreat| 
were  left,  and  picked  up  by  us. 

^^  I  have  since  learned,  that  in  other  parts  of  the  lake,  the]^ 
are  much  cut  up  by  the  militia.  Two  of  their  gallies,  in  pass-* 
ing  up  a  small  river  on  the  New  York  side,  had  neatly  :dt 
their  men  killed  and  wounded/' 


^1^ 
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AMERICAN  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  SIEGE  OF 
PLATTSBURGH  AMD  CAPTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  ON 
LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Macomb  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  J  dated  Head-Barters^  Plattsburgh^  Sep- 
tember 15^iJ,  1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of 
the  waiwclcpartment,  the  particulars  of  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  into  the  territory'  of  the  United  States,  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  siege  of  Plattsburgh,  and  the  defence 
of  the  posts  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

The  governor-general  of  the  Canadas,  sir  George  Prevost, 
having  collected  all  the  disposable  force  in  Lower  Canada, 
with  a  view  of  conquering  the  country  as  far  as  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  entered  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  the  month,  and  occupied  the  village  of 
Champlain;  there  avowed  his  intentions,  atnd  issued  orders 
and  proclamations  tending  to  dissuade  the  people  from 
their  allegiance,  and  inviting  them  to  furnish  his  army 
with  provisions.  He  immediately  began  to  impress  the  wag- 
gons and  teams  in  the  vicinity,  and  loaded  them  with  his 
heavy  baggage  and  stores.  From  this  J  was  persuaded  he 
intended  to  attack  this  place.  I  had  but  just  returned  from 
the  lines,  where  I  had  commanded  a  fine  brigade,  which 
was  broken  up  to  form  the  division  under  major-general 
Izard,  ordered  to  the  westward.  Being  senior  officer,  he  left 
me  in  command;  and  except  the  four  companies  of  the 
sixth  regiment,  I  had-  not  an  organized  battalion  among 
those  remaining.  The  garrison  was  composed  of  convales- 
cents and  recruits  of  the  new  regiments — all  in  the  greatest 
confusion,  as  well  as  the  ordnance  arid  stores,  and  the  works 
in  no  state  pf  defence. 

To  create  an  emulation  and  zeal  among  the  officers  and 
men  in  completing  the  works,  I  divided  them  into  detach- 
ments, and  placed  them  near  the  several  forts;  declaring 
in  orders,  that  each  detachment  was  the  garrison  of  its  own 
work,  andbound  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  oipmy  advanced  cautiously  and  by  short  marc];»es,  and 

our  soldiers   worked  day  and  night;   so  that  by  the  time  he 

made  his  appearance  before  the  place,  we  were  prepsu-ed  to^ 

receive  him. 

General  Izard  named  the  principal  work  Fort  Moreao, 
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and,  to  remind  the  troops  of  the  actions  of  their  brave  coun- 
trymen, I  called  the  redoubt  on  the  right  Fort  B'own;  and 
that  on  the  left  Fort  Scott.  Besides  th^  three  works  we 
have  two  block-houses  strmgly  fortified. 

Finding,  on  examining  the  returns  of  the  garrison,  that 
our  .force  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  effective  men  for 
duty,  and  well  informed  that  the  enemy  had  as  •  many  thou- 
sands, I  called  on  general  Mooers,  of  the  New  York  mi- 
litia, and  arranged  with  him  plans  for  bringing  forth  the 
militia,  en  masse.  The  inhabitants  of  the  village  fled  with 
their  families  and  eflferts,  except  a  few  worthy  citizens  and 

^ome  boys,  who  formed  themselves  into  a  party,  received  ri- 
fles, and  were  exceedingly  useful.  Bv  the  fourth' of  the  month 
general  Mooers  collected  about  700  militia,  and  advanced 
seven  miles  on  the  Beckmantown  road,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemv,  and  to  skirmish  with  him  as  he  advanced:  also 
to  obstruct  the  roads  with  fallen  trees,  and  to  break  up  the 
bridges. 

On  the  lake  road  to  Dead  creek  bridge,  I  posted  200  men 
under  captain  Sproul  of  the  13th  regiment,  with  orders  to 
abattis  the  woods,  to  place  obstructions  in  the  road,  and  to 
fortify  himself;  to  this  party  I  added  two  field-pieces.  In 
advance  of  this  position,  was  lieutenant-colonel  Appling 
with  110  riflemen,  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  procuring  intelligence.  It  was  ascertained,  that  before 
daylight  on  the  6th,  the  enemy  would  advance  in  two  efo- 
lumns  on  the  two  roads  before  mentioned,  dividing  at  Samp- 
son's, a  little  below  Chazy  village.  The  column  on  the  Beck- 
mantown road  pi-oceeded  most  rapidly;  the  militia  skirmish- 
ed with  his  advanced  parties,  and,  except  a  few  brave  men, 

'  fell  back  most  precipitately  in  the  greatest  disorder,  notwith-  " 
standing  the   British  troops  did  not  deign  ro  fire  on  them, 
except  by  their  flankers  and  advanced  patroles.    The  night, 
previous  I  ordered  major  Wool  to  advance  with  a  detach- 
ment of  250  men  to  support  the  militia,  and  set  them  an  ex- 
ample of  firmness.   Also  captain  LeonaVd  of  the  light  artil- 

'lery  was  directed  to  proceed  with  two  pieces  to  be  on  the 
.ground  before  day,  yet  he  did  not  niake  his  appearance  until 
eight  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  had  apprbached  within  two 
miles  of  the  village.  With  his  conduct,  therefore,  I  am  not 
well  pleased.  Major  Wool,  with  his  party,  dispute»the  road 
with  great  obstinacy,  but  the  militia  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  stand,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  their  gene- 
ral and  staff*  officers;  although  the  fields  were  divided  by 
strong  stone  walls^  and  they  were  told  that  the  enemy  could 
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not  possibly  cut  them  off.  The  state  dragoons  of  New  York 
wear  red  coats,  and  thev  being  on  the  heights  to  watch  the 
enemy,  gave  constant  alarm  to  the  militia,  who  mistook  them 
for  the  en«  mv,  and  tearrd  his  gettinjr  in  their  rear.  Finding 
the  enemv's  columns  had  penetrated  within  a  mile  of  Platts- 
burgh^  I  despatched  mv  aid-de-ramp,  lieutenant  Root,  to 
bring  off  the  detachment  at  Dead  Creek,  and  to  inform  lieu- 
tenant Appling  that  I  wished  him  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  right 
flank.   The  colonel  fortunately  arrived  just  in  time  to  save 
his  retreat,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  head  of  a  column  debouch- 
ing from  the  woods.  Here  he  poured  in  a  destructive  fire 
from  his  riflemen  at  rest,  and  continued  to  annoy  the  column 
until  he  formtd  a  junction  with  major  Wool.  The  field-pieces 
did  considerable  execution  among  the  enemy^s  columns.  So 
undaunted,  however,  was  the  enemy,  that  he  never  deployed 
in  his  whole  march,  always  pressing  on  in  column.  Finding 
that  every  road  was  full  of  troops  crowding  on  us  on  all  sides, 
I  ordered  the  field-pieces  to  retire  across  the  bridge  and  form 
a  battery  for  its  protection,  and  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
infantry,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  parties  of  Ap« 
pling  and  Wool,  as  well  as  that  of  S|)roul,  retired  altematelyi 
keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  until  they  got  under  cover  of  the 
works    The  enemy's  light  troops  occupied  the  houses  near 
the  bridge,  and  kept  up  a  constant  firing  from  the  windows 
and  balconies,  and  annoyed  us  much.  I  ordered  them  to  be 
driven  out  with  hot  shot,  which  soon  put  the  houses  in  flameSi 
and    obliged   these   sharp-shooters   to   retire.    The  whole 
day,  until  it  was  too  late  to  see,  the  enemy's  light  troops  en- 
deavoured to  drive  our  guards  from  the  bridge,  but  they 
suffered   dearly   for  their    perseverance.     An  attempt  was 
also  made  to  cross  the  '«pper  bridge,  where  the  militia  hand- 
somely drove  them  back. 

The  column  which  marched. by  the  lake  road  was  much 
impeded  by  the  obstructions,  and  the  removal  of  the  bridge 
at  Dead  Creek,  and,  as  it  passed  the  creek  and  beach,  the 
gallies  kept  up  a  lively  and  galling  fire. 

Our  troops  being  now  on  the  south  side  of  the  Saranac,  I 
directed  the  planks  to  be  taken  off  the  bridges  and  piled  up 
in  the  form  of  breast-works  to  cover  our  parties  intended  for 
disputing  the  passage,  which  afterwards  enabled  us  to  hold 
the  briddte  against  very  superior  numbers. 

From  the  Tth  to  he  11th,  the  enemy  was  employed  ia 
getting  on  his  battering  train,  and  erecting  his  batteries  and 
approaches,  and  constantly  skirmishing  at  the  bridges  and 
fords.  By  this  time  the  militia  of  New  York,  and  the  voluii- 
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tcfcrs  of  Vermont  were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters,    I  dd«- 
vised  general  Mooers  to  keep  his  force  alorfg  the  S.^ranac^to 

Erevent  the  enemy*s  crossing  the  river,  and  to  send  a  strong 
ody  in  his  rear  to  harass  him  day  and  night,  and  keep  him 
in  continual  nlarm. 

The  militia  behaved  with  great  spirit  after  the  first  day, 
and  the  volunteers  of  Vei  mont  were  exceedingly  serviceable. 
Our  regular  troops,  notwithstanding  the  skirmishing  and  re- 
peated endeavours  of  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river,  kept  at 
iheir  work  day  and  night,  strengthening  the  defences,  and 
evinced  a  determination  to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity. 

It  was  reported  that  the  enemy  only  waited  the  arrival  of 
his  flotilla  to  make  a  general  attack.  About  eight  in  the 
evening  of  the  11th,  as  was  expected,  the  flotilla  appeared  in 
sight  round  Cumberland  Head,  and  at  nine  bore  down  and 
engaged  our  flotilla  at  anchor  in  the  bay  off  the  town.  At  the 
same  instant  the  batteries  were  opened  on  us,  and  continued 
throwing  bomb-shells,  sharpnells,  balls,  and  congreve  rockets 
until  sunset,  when  the  bombardment  ceased,  every  battery  of 
the  enemy  being  silenced  by  the  superiority  of  out  fire.  The 
naval  engagement  lasted  but  two  hours  in  full  view  of  both 
armies.  Three  efforts  were  made  by  the  epemy  to  pass  the, 
river  ^t  the  commencement  of  the  connonade  and  bombard- 
mAit,  with  a  view  of  assaulting  the  works,  and  had  prepared 
for  that  purpose  an  immense  number  of  scaling  ladders.  One 
attempt  to  cross  was  made  at  the  village  bridge,  and  another 
at  the  upper  bridge,  and  a  third  at  a  ford  about  three  miles 
from  the  works.  At  the  two  first  he  was  repulsed  by  the  re- 
gulars, at  the  ford  by  the  brave  volunteers  and  militia,  where 
he  suffered  severely  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;  a  con- 
siderable body  having  crossed  the  stream,  but  were  either 
killM,  taken,  or  driven  back.  The  woods  at  this  place  were 
very  favourable  to  the  operations  of  the  militia.  A  whole 
company  of  the  76th  regiment  was  here  destroyed,  the  three 
lieutenants  and  twenty-seven  men  taken  prisoners,  the  captain 
and  the  rest  killed. 

I  cannot  for-go  the  pleasure  of  here  stating  the  gallant 
conduct  of  captain  M^Glassin,  of  the  15th  regiment,  who  was 
ordered  to  ford  the  river,  and  attack  a  party  constructittg  a 
battery  on  the  right  of  che  enemy's  line,  within  500  yards  of 
Fort  Brown,  which  he  handsomely  executed  at  midnight, 
with  50  men;  drove  off  the  working  party,  consisting  of  150, 
and  defeated  a  covering  party  of  the  same  number,  killing  1 
ofiicer  and  6  men  in  the  charge,  and  wounding  many. 

At  dusk  the  enemy  withdrew^  his  artUlery  from  ^e  batte- 
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ries,  and  raised  the  siege,  and  at  9,  under  cover  of  the  night, 
sent  off  in  a  great  hurr\  all  the  baggagr  he  could  find  trans- 
port for,  and  all  fiis  anillerv.  At  2  the  next  morning  the 
whole  army  precipitately  retreated,  leaving  the  sick  and 
wounded  to  our  generosity,  and  the  governotleft  a  note  with 
a  surgeon,  requesting  the  humane  attention  of  the  command- 
ing general. 

Vast  quantities  of  provisions  were  left  behind  and  des- 
troyed, also  an  immense  quantity  of  bomb-shells,  cannon- 
balls,  grape-shot,  ammunition,  flints,  &c.  &c.  entrenchiog 
tools  of  all  sorts,  also  tents  and  marquees.  A  great  deal  has 
been  concealed  in  the  ponds  and  creeks,  and  buried  in  the 
ground,  and  a  vast  quantity  carried  off  by  the  inhabitants. 
Such  was  tjje  precipitance  of  his  retreat,  that  he  arrived  at 
Chazy,  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  before  we  discovered  he 
had  gone.  1  he  light  troops,  volunteers,  and  militia  pursued 
immediately  on  learning  of  his  flight;  and  some^of  the 
mounted  men  made  prisoners  five  dragoons  of  the  19th 
regiment,  and  several  others  of  the  rear  guard.  A  continual 
fall  of  rain  and  a  violent  storm  prevented  further  pursuit. 
Upwards  of  three  hundred  deserters  have  come  in,  and 
many  are  hourly  arriving.   - 

We  have  buried  the.  British  officers  of  the  army  andjyvy 
with  the  honours  of  war,  and  shown  every  attention  andkitd- 
ness  to  those  who  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  soldiers  of  my  command,  during  this  ^trying  occasion, 
cannot  be  represented  in  too  high  terms,  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  recommend  to  the  particular  notice  of  government, 
lieutenant- colonel  Appling  of  the  first  rifle  corps;  major 
Wool  of  the  29th;  major  Totten  of  the  corps  of  engineers; 
captain  Brooks  of  the  artiller}-;  captain  M'Glassin  of  the  Mth; 
lieutenants  de  Russy  and  Trescott  of  the  corps  of  engineers; 
lieutenants  Smyih,  Mountford,  and  Cromwell,  of  the  artil- 
lery; also  my  aid-de-camp,  lieutenant  Root,  who  have  all 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  uncommon  zeal  and  acti- 
vity, and  have  been  greatly  instrumental  in  producing  the 
happy  and  glorious  result  of  the  siege. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  profound  re- 
spect, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and 
deserters,  since  his  first  appearance,  cannot  fall  short  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred,  including  many  officers,  among  whom 
is  colonel  Wellington  of  the  Buffs. 
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Report  of  the  killed^  -wounded^  and  missings  at  Plattsburghy 
from  the  6th  to  the  11th  September^  1814. 
Killed— -1  subaltero,  1  serjeant,  1  musician,  34  privates;    - 
total  37. 

Wounded — 2  subalterns,  1  serjeant-niajor,  4  Serjeants,  2 
corporals;  4  musicians,  .49  privates;  total  62. 
Total  killed  and  wounded  99- 
Missing — 1  Serjeant,  19  privates;  total  20. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  M^DonoHgh  to  th^  Secretary 

of  the  Navy^  dated  United  States  Ship  Saratoga^  Plattsburgk    • 
,     Bay^  September  ISthj  1814. 
Sir,  * 

I  have  the  honour  to  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  actiop 
which  took  place  on  the  11th  instant  on  this  lake. 

For  several  days  the  enemy  were  on  their  way  to  Platts- 
burgh  by  land  and  water,  audit  being  well  understood  that  an 
attack  would  be  made  at  the  same  time  by  their  laud  and 
naval  forces,  I  determined  to  await  at  anchor  the  approach  of 
the  latter.  ;. 

At  7,  A.  M.,  the  look-out  boat  announced  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  At  9  he  anchored  in  a  line  ahead,  at  about  300 , 
yards  distance  from  myline;  his  ship  opposed  to  the  S^ra- 
tog^,  his  brig  to  the  Eagle,  captain  Robert  Henley,  his  gal- 
liae,  thirteen  in  number,  to  the  schooner,  sloop,  and  a  division 
of  our  gallies;  one  of  his  sloops  assisting  their  ship  and  brie, 
the  other  assisting  their  gallies.  Our  remaining  gajilies  witn 
the  Saratoga  and  Eagle. 

In  this  situation  the  whole  force  on  both  sides  becatne  en- 
gaged, the  Saratoga  suffered  much  from  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
Confiaace.  I  could  perceive  at  the  same  time,  however,  that 
our  fire  was  very  destructive  to  her.  The  Ticonderoga,  lieu- 
tenant commandant  Cassin,  gallantly  sustained  her  full  share 
of  the  action.  At  half  past  10  oVlock  the  Eagle,  not  being 
able  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her  cable  and  anchored  in  a 
more  eligible  position,  between  my  ship  and  the  Ticonderoga, 
where  she  very  much  annoyed  the  enemy,  but  unfortunately 
leaving  me  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  brig. 
Our  guns  on  the  starboard  side  being  nearly  all  dismounted) 
or  not  manageable,  a  stern  anchor  was  iet  go,  the  bower ca7 
blc  cut,  and  the  ship  winded  with  a  fresh  broadside  on  the 
enemy's  ship,  which  soon  after  surrendered.  Our  broadside 
was  then  sprung  to  bear  on  the  brig,  which  surrendered  ia 
about  15  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Eagle  h94  3truc)c  sopae 

VOL.  IV.  [F  fj 


226]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

time  before,  and  drifted  down  the  line;  the  sloop  which  was 
with  their  gallies  having  struck  also.  Three  of  their  gallies 
are  said  to  be  sunk,  the  others  pulled  off.  Our  gallies  were 
about  obeying  with  alacrity  the  signal  to  follow  them,^  when 
all  the  vessels  were  reported  to  me  to  be  in  a  sinking  state;  it 
then  became  necessary  to  annul  the  signal  to  the  gallies,  and 
order  their  men  to  the  pumps. 

I  could  only  look  at  the  enemy's  gallies  going  off  in  a  shat- 
tered condition,  for  there  was  not  a  mast  in  either  squadron 
that  could  stand  to  make  sail  on;  the  lower  rigging,  being 
nearly  all  shot  away,  hung  down  as  though  it  had  been  just 
placed  over  the  mast-heads. 

The  Saratoga  had  fifty-five  round-shot  in  her  hull,  the  Con- 
fiance  one  hundred  and  five.  The  enemy's  shot  passed  prin- 
cipally just  over  our  heads,  as  there  were  not  twenty  whole 
hammocks  in  the  nettings  at  the  close  of  the  action,  which 
lasted  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

The  absence  and  sickness  of  lieutenai\t  Raymond  Peny, 
left  me  without  the  services  of  that  excellent  oftcer;  much 
ought  fairly  to  be  attributed  to  him  for  his  great  care  and 
attention  in  disciplining  the  ship's  crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant 
His  place  was  filled  by  a  gallant  young  officer,  lieutenant  Pe- 
ter Gamble,  who,  I  regret  to  inform  you,  was  killed  early  in 
the  action.  Acting  lieutenant  Vallette  worked  the  first  and 
second  divisions  of  guns  with  able  effect.  Sailing  master 
JBrum's  attention  to  the  springs,  and  in  the  execution  of  die 
order  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occasionally  at  the  guns,  meets 
with  my  entire  approbation;  also  captain  Youngs,  command- 
ing the  acting  marines,  who  took  his  men  to  the  guns.  Mr, 
Beale,  purser,  was  of  great  service  at  the  guns,  and  in  carry- 
ing my  orders  throughout  the  ship,  with  midshipman  Mont- 
gomery r  Master's  mate  Joshua  Justin,  had  command  of  the 
third  division;  his  conduct  during  the  action  was  that  of  a 
brave  and  correct  officer.  Midshipmen  Monteath,  Graham, 
Williamson,  Piatt,  Thwing,  and  acting  midshipman  Baldwin, 
all  behaved  well,  and  gave  evidence  of  their  makiug  valuabk 
officers. 

The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot  from  the 
enemy's  ship. 

I  close,  sir,  this  communication,  with  feelings  of  gratitode 
for  the  able  support  I  received  from  every  officer  and  maa 
attached  to  the  squadron  which  I  have  the  honour  to  com- 
mand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  meat 
obedient  servant,  T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Hon^  William  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Kavij*> 


'  *  «•*•.*• 
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P.  S.  Accompanying  this  is'a  list.of  killed  and  wounded,  a 
list  of  prisoners,  and  a  precise  statement  of  both  forces  en- 
gaged. Also  letters  from  captain  Henley  and  lieutenant  com* 
mandant  Cassin.  T.  M. 

Return  of  killed  and  woundmhon  board  the  United  States  Squad' 
ron  on  Lake  Champlain^  in  the  engagement  with  the  British 
fieet  on  the  Wth  September ^  J1814. 

Killed.  Wounded. 


Saratoga,        .        -               28 
Eagle,         -         -         -           13 
Ticonderoga,         -         -          6 
Preble         -         ^         .            2 

29 

20 

6 

Borer,         -         -             -.3 

1 

Centipede,         -         .         - 
Wilmer,         ... 

1 

i 

52  58 

Gun-boats  Nettle,  Allen,  Viper^  Burrows,  Ludlow,  Alwytl^ 
Ballard,  none  killed  or  wounded. 

GEORGE  BEALE, 

Junior  purser^. 
Statement  of  the  American  force  engaged^  on  the  lUh 

September^  1814. 
*  rs  long  24-pounders, 

Saratoga,         <{  6  42-pound  carronades, 

Ll  2  32-pound         do.         -         -      Total  26 
1^     .  ri2  32-pound  carronades  and  8  long  18 

^^8ie>  I     pounders,         -         -         -         -  20 

8  long  12-pounders, 


Ticonderoga, 

V 

18 

do. 

\JS  32-pound 

carronades, 

m                     m 

17 

Preble, 

rlong 

9  pounders, 

«>                    « 

r 

Ten  gallies, 

viz. 

Allen,   _ 

Hong 

;24p. 

and  1  1 8  p. 

Columbiad    * 

2 

Burrows, 

24 

and  1   18  p. 

do. 

2 

Borer, 

24 

and  1  18  p. 

do. 

2 

Ketde, 

24 

and  1  18  p. 

do. 

2 

Viper, 

24 

and  1   18  p. 

do. 

2 

Centipede, 

*    ^ 

24 

and  1  18  p. 

do^ 

2 

Ludlow, 

12 

m. 

- 

1 

Wilmcr, 

12 

• 

m                       m 

1 

Alwin, 

12 

••                         •• 

m                      — , 

1 

BfOlard 

X 

12 

*                      ■• 

- 

1 

• 

- 

Guns 

S% 

.     \ 
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Recapitulation — 14  long  24-poundcrs, 

6  42-p6und  carronades, 
29  32-p.  do. 

12  long  18-pounders, 
•  12  12       do. 

r  9       do.  , 

6  18-pound  Columbiads. 

*      

Total     86  guns. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Statement  of  the  enemy* s  force  engaged  on  the  \Uh 

September^  1814. 


"27  long  24-poundert, 
Frigate  Confiance  ->    *  32-pound  carronadcs. 


I 


Brig  Linnet, 
Sloop  *Chub, 

Sloop  *Finch, 


I    6  24-pound         do         and 
L  2  long  1 8-pounders  on  birth  deck,  59 
16  long  12-pounders,         -        -       16 


{10  18-pound  carronadcs, 
1 


Thirteen  gallies,  via;. 


long  6- pounder, 
6  18-pound  carronades, 
1  18-pound  Columbiad,  and 
4  long  6-pounders,         -   - 


Sir  James  Yeo, 

Sir  George  Prevost, 

Sir  Sy.  Beck'with, 

Brolce, 

Murray, 

Wellington, 

Tecumseh, 

^^Bie  unknown, 

Drummond, 

Simcoe, 

linkhoiVh, 

(inknown. 

Unknown, 


long  24  p.  and  1  32  p.  carroiiade, 


24  p.  and  1  32  p. 
24  p.  and  1  32  p. 


18  p, 
18  p. 
18  p. 
18  p. 
18  p. 


and 
and 


1 
1 


32  p. 
18  p. 


do. 
do. 
do* 
do., 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


32  p. 
32  p. 
32  p, 
32  p. 
32  p. 


11 


11 

S 
2 
% 
2 


do. 
do. 
do. 
dot 
do. 


Total,    giitoW 


*  These  slobps  w^re  fornterly  the  United  States  Growler  andCiig^- 
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Recapitulation— -30  long '24-pounders* 

7  18       do. 

10  12       do. 

5  6       do. 

13  32-p.  caitonades 

6  24  do. 
ir    "       18           do. 

1        .  18  p.  Columbiad.  ^ 

Total,     95  gUns. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Colonial  Departmenu 

Downing  street^  Novtmher  29. 

A  despatch  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  re- 
ceived from  lieutenant-general  sir  George  Prevost,  hart*,  ad- 
dressed to  earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  se- 
cretaries of  state. 

Head'^artersy  Plattshurgh^ 
My  Lord,  iState  of  Neiv  Tork^  Siptemher  11,  1814. 

'  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  from  the  Garonne^ 
I  lost  no  time  in  assembling  three  brigades  on  the  frontrer  of 
Lower  Canada,  extending  from  the  river  Richelieu  to  the  St. 
Lawrence;  and  in  forming  them  into  a  division^  under  the 
command  of  major-general  De  Rottenfaurg,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  effect  his  royai  highness  the  prince  regent*s 
comrtiands,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  me  by  your  lordship 
in  your  despatch  of  the  3d  of  June  last.  As  the  troops  con- 
centrated and  approached  the  line  of  sepiiration  between  this 
province  and  the  United  States,  the  American  armyabandon« 
ed  its  entrenched  camp  on  the  river  Chazy,  at  Champlain,  a 
position  I  immediately  seized,  and  occupied  in  force  on  the 
5d  instant.  The  following  day  the  whole  of  the  left  diviMon 
advanced  to  the  village  of  Chazy,  without  meeting  the  least 
opposition  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  5th^  it  halted  within  eight  miles  of  this  place,  hav- 
ing surmounted  the  difficulties  created  by  the  obstructions  in 
the  road,  from  the  felling  of  trees,  and  the  removal  of  bridges. 
The  next  day,  the  division  moved  upon  Plattsburgh,  in  two 
columns,  on  pai-allel  roads;  the  right  column  led  by  major-ge- 
%)eral  Power's  brigade,  supported  by  four  companies  of  light 
"infantry,  and  a  demi-brigade  under  major-genc?ral  Robinson; 
the  left  by  major-general  Brisbane's  brigade.  l*he  enemy's 
'Militia,  supported  by  his  regulars,  attempted  to  imt^de  tht 
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advance  of  the  right  column,  but  were  driven  before  it  from 
all  their  positions,  and  the  column  entered  Plattsburgh.  This 
rapid  mo\'ement  having  reversed  the  strong  position  taken 
up  by  the  enemy  at  Dead  creek,  it  was  precipitately  abandon- 
ed by  him,  and  his  gun-boats  alone  left  to  defend  the  ford, 
and  to  prevent  our  restoring  the  bridges,  which  had  been  im- 
perfectly destroyed,  an  inconvenience  soon  surmounted.  Here 
I  found  the  enemv  in  the  occupation  of  an  elevated  ridge  of 
land  on  the  north  branch  of  the'^aranac,  crowned  with  three 
strong  redoubts  and  other  field-works,  and  block -houses  arm- 
ed with  heavy  ordnance,  with  their  flotilla,  (the  Saratoga,  26 
guns;  Surprise,  20  guns;  Thunderer,  16  guns;  Preble,  20 
guns;  10  gun-boats,  14  guns),  at  anchor  out  of  gun-shot  from 
the  shore,  consisting  of  a  ship,  a  brig,  a  schooner,  a  sloop,  and 
10  gun-boats.  I  immediately  communicated  the  circumstance 
to  captain  Downie,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  vessels  on  Lake  Champlain,  consisting  of  a  ship,  a 
brig,  two  sloops,  12  gun-boats  (the  Confiance,  36  guns;  Lin- 
net 18  gims;  Bioke,  10  guns;  Shannon,  10  guns;  twelve  gun- 
boats, 16  guns),  and  requested  his  co-operation;  and  in  the 
mean  time  batteries  were  constructed  for  the  guns  brought 
from  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  our  flotilla  was  seen  over  the 
isthmus  which  joins  Cumberland  head.  I  immediately  order- 
ed that  part  of  the  brigade  under  major-general  Robinson, 
which  had  been  brought  forward,  consisting  of  four  light  in- 
fantry' companies,  3d  battalion  2rth  and  r6th  regiments,  and 
major-general  Powers'  brigade,  consisting  of  the  3d,  5th,  Ist 
battalion  27th*  and  58th  regiments,  to  force  the  ford  of  the 
Saranac,  and  advance,  provided  with  scaling-ladders,  to  es- 
calade *the  enemy's  works  on  the  heights — this  force  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  major-general  Robinson.  The 
batteries  ope'ned  the  fire  the  instant  the  ships  engaged. 

It  is  now  with  deep  concern  I  inform  your  lordship,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  intrepid  valour  with  which  captain  Dow* 
nie  led  his  flotilla  into  action,  my  sanguine  hopes  of  complete 
success  were  not  long  afterwards  blasted,  by  a  combination 
as  it  appeared  to  us,  of  unfortunate  events,  to  which  naval 
warfare  is  peculiarly  exposed.  Scarcely  had  his  majesty's 
troops  forced  a  passage  across  the  Saranac,  and  ascended 
the  heights  on  which  stand  the  enemy's  works,  when  I  had 
the  extreme  mortification  to  hear  the  shout  of  victory  from 
the  enemy's  works,  in  consequence  of  the  British  flag  being 
lowered  on  board  the  Confiance  and  Linnet;  and  to  see  our 
gun-boats  seeking  their  safety^in  flight.  This  <unlooked-for 


• 
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event  depriving  me  of  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  without 
which  the  further  prose* cution  of  the  service  was  become  ira- 
praciicabltr,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  arrest  the  course  of  the  troops 
advancing  to  the  attacki^hecause  the  most  complete  success 
would  have  been  unavailingy  and  the  possession  of  the  ene- 
my's works  offered  no  advantage  to  conipensate  for  the  loss 
we  must  have  sustained  in  acquiring  possession  of  them. 

I  have  ordered  the  batteries  to  be  dismantled,  the  g^ns 
withdrawn,  and  the  baggage  with  the  wounded  men  who  can 
be  removed,  to  be  sent  in  the  rear,  in  order  that  the  troops 
may  be  sent  to  Chazy  to-morrow,  and  on  the  following  day 
to  Champlain,  where  I  propose  to  halt  until  I  have  ascertain- 
ed the  use  the  enemy  propose  making  of  the  naval  ascen- 
dancy they  have  acquired  on  Lake  Champlain.  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  herewith  returns  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  left  division  of  the  army  on  the  advance  to  Plattsburgh, 
and  in  forcing  a  passage  across  the  river  Saranac. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  PREVOST. 

Right  honourable  earl  BathursU 

Admtraltif  Office^  November  26. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Sir  James  Lucas  Teo^  com- 
mander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty* s  ships  and  vessels  on  the 
lakes  of  Canada^  to  y,  W,  Croker^  E.sq.^  dated  on  board  his 
Majesty^s  ship  St.  Lawrence^  at  Kingston^  24fth  September^ 
1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
captain  Pring,  late  commander  of  his  majesty's  brig  Linnet. 
It  appears  to  me,  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that 
captain  Downie  was  urged,  and  his  ship  hurried  into  action 
before  she  was  in  a  fit  state  to  meet  the  enemy  I  am  also  of 
opinion,  that  there  was  not  the  least  necessity  for  our  squad- 
ron giving  the  enemy  such  decided  advantages,  by  going  into 
their  bay  to  engage  them;  even  had  thev  been  successful,  it 
would  not  in  the  least  have  assisted  the  troops  in  storming 
the  batteries;  whereas,  had  our  troops  taken  their  batteries 
first,  it  would  have  obliged  ihe  enemy's  squadron  to  quit  the 
bay,  and  give  ours  a  fair  chance. 
I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  LUCAS  YEO, 

Commodore^  and  commander  in  chief* 
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United  States  ship  Saratoga^  Ptattsburgh  Batf^ 
Sir,  Lake  Champlain^  September  12,  1814. 

The  painful  task  of  making  you  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  capture  flXhis  majesty's  squadron, 
yestcrday^by  that  of  the  Americans,  under  commodore  M'Do- 
nough,  it  grieves  me  to  state,  becomes  my  duty  to  perform, 
from  the  ever-to-be-lamented  death  of  that  worthy  and  gal- 
lant officer,  captain  Downie,  who  unfortunately  fell  early  in 
the  action,  **>" 

In  consequence  of  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  excellency 
sir  George  Prevost,  for  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  force 
in  this  lake  to  attack  that  of  the  enemy,  who  were  placed  for 
the  support  of  their  works  at  Plattsburgh,  which  it  proposed 
should  be  stormed  by  the  troops,  at  the  same  moment  the  na- 
val action  should  commence  in  the  bay;  every  possible  exer- 
tion was  used  to  accelerate  the  armament  of  the  new  ship, 
that  the  military  movements  might  not  be  postponed  at  such 
an  advanced  season  of  the  year,  ■  longer  than  was  absolutely 
necessary.  On  the  3d  instant,  I  was  directed  to  proceed  in 
command  of  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats  to  protect  the  left  flank 
of  our  army  advancing  towards  Plattsburgh,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  after  taking  possession  and  parolling  the  militia 
of  isle  La  Motte,  I  caused  a  battery  of  three  long  eighteeQ- 
pouhder  guns  to  be  constructed  for  the  support  of  our  posi- 
tion a-breast  of  Little  Chazy,  where  the  supplies  for  the  ar- 
my were  ordered  to  be  landed.  s 

The  fleet  came  upon  the  8th  instant,  but  for  want  of  stores 
for  the  equipment  of  the  guns,  could  not  move  forward  un- 
til the  11th;  at  daylight  we  weighed,  and  at  7  were  in  full 
view  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  a  ship,  brig,  school- 
er, and  one  sloop,  moored  in  line,  a-breast  of  their  encamp- 
ment, with  a  division  of  Ave  gun-boats  on  each  flank;  at  40 
minutes  past  7,  after  the  officers  commanding  vessels  and  tbc 
flotilla  had  received  their  final  instructions  as  to  the  plan  of 
attack,  we  made  sail  in  order  of  battle.  Captain  Downie  had 
determined  on  laying  his  ship  athwart-hause  of  the  enemy's, 
directing  lieutenant  M'Ghee,  of  the  Chub,  to  support  me  in 
the  Linnet,  in  engaging  the  brig  to  the  right,  and  lieutenaQt 
Hicks,  of  the  Finch,  with  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  to  atuck 
the  schooner  and  sloop  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line. 

At  8  the  enemy's  gun-boats  and  smaller  vessels  com- 
menced a  heavy  and  galling  fire  on  our  line;  at  10  ipinutcs 
after  8,  the  Confiance  having  two  anchors  shot  away  from 
her  larboard  bow,  and  the  wind  baffling,  was  obliged  lo  an- 
chor (though  not  in  thejiituation  proposed)  within  two  ca- 
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bles  length  of  her  adversarv;  the  Linnet  and  Chub  soon  af- 
terwards took  their  allotted  stations,  something  short  of  that 
distance,  when  the  crews  on  both  sides  cheered,  and  com- 
menced a  spirited  and  close  action;  a  short  time,  however, 
deprived  me  of  the  valuable  services  of  lieutenant  M'Ghee 
who,  from  having  his  cables,  bow-sprit,  and  main-boom  shot 
away,  drifted  within  the  enemy's  line,  and  was  obliged  to 
surrender. 

From  the  light  airs  and  smoothness  of  the  water,  the  fire 
on  each  side  proved  very  destructive  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  engagement,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  brig, 
that  of  the  enemy  appeared  united  against  the  Confiance. 
After  two  hours  severe  conflict  with  our  opponent,  she 
cut  her  cable,  run  down,  and  took  shelter  between  the  ship 
and  schooner,  which  enabled  us  to  direct  our  fire  against  the 
division  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  and  ship,  which  had  so 
long  annoyed  us  during  our  close  engagement  with  the  brig, 
withput  any  return  on  our  part;  at  this  time  the  fire  of  the  ' 
enemy's  ship  slackened  considerably,  having  several  of  her, 

fjuns  dismounted,  when  she  cut  her  cable  and  winded  her 
arboard  broadside  to  bear  on  the  Confiance,  who  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  effect  the  same  operation;  at  33  minutes  af- 
ter 10,  I  was  much  distressed  to  observe  that  the  Confiance 
struck  her  colours.  The  whole  attention  of  the  enemy's  force 
then  became  directed  towards  the  Linnet;  the  shattered  and 
disabled  state  of  the  masts,  sails,  rigging,  and  yards,  precluded 
the  most  distant  hope  of  being  able  to  effect  an  escape  by 
cutting  the  cable;  the  result  of  doing  so,  must  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes have  been  her  drifting  alongside  the  enemy's  vessels, 
close  under  our  lee;  but  in  the  hope  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats, 
who  had  abandoned  the  object  assigned  them,  would  per- 
ceive our  wants  and  come  to  our  assistance,  which  would  af- 
ford a  reasonable  prospect  of  being  towed  clear,  I  determined 
to  resist  the  then  destructivecannonadingof  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  fleet,  and  at  the  same  time  despatched  lieutenant  H. 
Drew,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  Confiance.  At  45  minutes 
after  10,  I  was  apprised  of  the  death  of  her  brave  comman- 
der (whose  merits  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  extol), 
as  well  as  the  great  slaughter  which  had  taken  place  on  board; 
and  observing  from  the  manoeuvres  of  the  flotilla  that  I  could 
enjoy  no  further  expectations  of  relief,  the  situation  of  my 
gallant  comrades,  who  had  so  nobly  fought  and  even  now  fast 
falling  by  my  side,  demanded  the  surrender  of  his  majesty's 
brig  entrusted  to  my  command,  to  prevent  an  useless  waste 
VOL.  ir*  [G  g] 
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erf  valuable  lives,  and  at  the  request  of  the  surviving  oflScers 
and  men,  I  gave  the  painful  orders  for  the  colours  to  be  struck. 

Lieutenant  Hicks,  of  the  Finch,  had  the  mortification  to 
strike  on  a  reef  of  rocks,  to  the  eastward  of  Crab  Island, 
about  the  middle  of  the  engagement,  which  prevented  his 
rendering  that  assistance  to  the  squadron,  that  might,  from 
an  oflScer  of  such  ability,  have  been  expected. 

The  misfortune  which  this  day  befel  us  by  capture,  will,  sir, 
I  trust,  apologize  for  the  lengthy  detail  which,  in  justice  to  the 
sufferers,  I  have  deemed  necessary  to  give  of  the  particulars 
which  led  to  it;  and  when  it  is  <  aken  into  consideration  that 
the  Confiance  was  16  days  before  on  the  stocks,  with  an  or- 
ganized crew,  composed  of  several  drafts  of  men  who  had 
recently  arrived  from  different  ships'  at  Quebec,  many  of 
whom  only  joined  the  day  before,  and  were  totally  unkown  ei- 
ther to  the  officers  or  to  each  other,  with  the  want  of  gun- 
locks,  as  well  as  other  necessary  appointments  not  to  be  pro- 
cured in  this  country,  I  trust  you  will  feel  satisfied  of 
the  decided  advantage  the  enemy  possessed,  exclusive  of 
their  great  superiority  in  point  of  force,  a  comparaflve  state- 
ment (the  account  of  the  British  force  has  not  been  trans* 
mitted)  of  wnich  I  have  the  honour  to- annex.  It  how  be- 
comes the  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  notice  to  you 
the  determined  skill  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and  men  in 
this  unequal  contest;  but  it  grieves  me  to  state  that  the  loss 
sustained  in  maintaining  it  has  been  so  great;  that  of  the  ene- 
my, I  understand,  amounts  to  something  more  than  the  same 
number. 

The  fine  style  in  which  captain  Downie  conducted  Ac 
squadron  into  action,  amidst  a  tremendous  fire,  without  re- 
turning a  shot  until  secured,  reflects  the  greatest  credit  to 
his  memory,  fpr  his  judgment  and  coolness,  as  also,  on  Beu- 
tenants  M'Ghee  and  Hicks  for  so  strictly  attending  to  his  ex- 
ample and  instructions;  their  own  accounts  of  the  capture  of 
their  respective  vessels,  as  well  as  that  of  lieutenant  Robert- 
son, who  succeeded  to  the  comniand  of  the  Confiance,  willj 
I  feel  assured,  do  ample  justice  to  the  merits  of  the  officers . 
and  men  serving  under  their  immediate  command;  but  I  can- 
not omit  noticing  the  individual  conduct  of  lieutenants  Robert- 
son, Creswick,  and  Hornby,  and  Mr.  Bryden,  master,  for  their 
particular  exertion  in  endeavouring  to  bring  the  Confiance's 
starboard  side  to'  bear  on  the  enemy,  after  most  of  theif  guns 
■were  dismounted  on  the  other. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  to  you  my  admiration 
of  the  officers  and  crew  serving  under  my  personal  orders; 
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their  coolness  and  steadiness,  the  effect  of  which  was  proved 
by  their  irresistible  fire  directed  towards  the  brig  opposed 
to  us,  claiins  my  warmest  acknowledgments,  but  more  par- 
ticularly for  prv <ierving  the  same  so  long  after  the  whole 
strenjg^th  of  the  enemy  had  been  directed  against  the  Linnet . 
alone.  My  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  William  Drew,  whose  merits 
I  have  before  had  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  behaved  on 
this  occasion  in  the  most  exemplary  manner. 

By  the  death  of  Mr.  Paul,  acting  second  lieutenant,  the 
service  has  been  deprived  of  a  most  valuable  and  brave  ofli- 

.  cer;  he  fell  early  in  the  action.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr. 
Giles,  purser,  for  volunteering  his  services  on  deck;  to  Mr* 
Mitchell,  surgeon,  for  the  skill  he  evinced  in  performing 
some  amputations  required  at  the  moment,  as  well  as  his 

'  great  attention  to  the  wounded  during  the  action,  at  the  close 
of  which  the  water  was  nearly  a  foot  above  the  lower  decl^, 
from  the  number  of  shot  which  struck  her  between  wind  and 
water.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  boatswain,  Mr.  Jack- 
son, who  was  killed  a  few  miriutes  before  the  action  termina-  ^ 
ted.  The  assistance  I  received  from  Mr.  Muckle,  the  gun- 
ner, and  also  from  Mr.  Clark,  master's  mate,  Messrs.  Towke 
and  Sinclair,  midshipmen,  tly  latter  of  whom  was  woiuided 
in  the  head,  and  Mr.  Guy,  my  clerk,  will,  I  hope,  recommend 
them,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  my  gallant  crew,  to  your  notice. 
I  have  much  satisfaction  in  making  you  acquainted  with  the 
humane  treatment  the  wounded  have  received  from  commo- 
dore M'Donough;  they  were  immediately  removed  to  his  own 
hospital  on  Crab  Island,  and  were  furnished  with  every  re- 
quisite. His  generous  and  polite  attention  also,  to  myself, 
officers,  and  men,  will  ever  hereafter  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered. 

I  have,  fcc.  DAN.  PRING. 


BOMBARDMENT  OF  STONINGTON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brtgadter-General  Cushtng^  command' 
ing  milttarif  district  No,  ^,  to  the  Secretary  of  War^  dated 
Head-Barters^  New  London^  10th  August^  18-14,  half  past 
9  o'clock^  P.  M.       .  • 

**  During  the  afternoon  of  yesterday  a  British  ship  of  f4f 
guns,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  an  armed  brig,  passed  in- 
to Fisher's  Island  Sound,  and  anchored,  the  first  off  Long 
Point,  about  five  miles  to  the  eastward  of  this  harbour,  and  two 
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and  a  half  miles  from  the  main,  and  the  other  three  at  the 
mouth  of  Stonington  harbour,  and  within  point  blank-shot  of 
the  town.  A  flag  was  then  sent  on  shore  to  inform  the  in- 
habitants that  in  one  hour  their  town  would  be  in  flames,  and 
to  admonish  them  to  remove  the  women  and  children. 

**  On  receipt  of  this  information,  which  was  brought  to  me 
by  a  citizen  of  Stonington  about  9  o'clock,  I  addressed  the 
note  marked  A.  to  major-general  Williams  of  this  town,  who 
gave  immediate  orders  for  assembling  one  regiment  of  mili- 
tia at  Stonington,  one  at  the  head  of  Mystic  river,  a  company 
of  artillery  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  at  Norwich  Land- 
ing, a  little  to  the  rear  of  the  public  vessels,  and  one  company 
of  artillery,  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  in  the  neighbour- 
hood and  a  little  in  advance  of  this  town.  This  disposition 
was  made  under  an  idea  that  the  menace  at  Stonington  was 
but  a  mask  to  another  object,  and  intended  to  draw  our  atten- 
tion and  our  force  from  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  this  har- 
bour, when  a  party  of  troops  might  be  landed  two  or  three 
miles  to  the  south-east  of  fort  Griswold,  for  the  purpose  of 
carr>^ing  that  post  by  escalade  (which  if  successful  would  give 
them  the  complete  command  of  the  harbour),  or  march  direct 
to  the  shippingabove,  and  there-co-operate  with  another  force 
to  be  sent  up  the  river  in  barges. 

**  From  half  past  9  to  11  o'clock  last  night,  and  from  day- 
light to  1 1  this  morning;  a  constant  fire  of  shot,  shells,  and 
rockets,  was  maintained  against  the  devoted  village  of  Ston- 
ington, in  which  there  were  only  a  few  militia  and  one  six 
and  two  eighteen^pounders  on  travelling  carriages;  but  the 
village  is  yet  standing,  and  the  ships  have  hauled  off  to  a  dis- 
tance of  from  one  and  an  half  to  three  miles  (the  brig,  from 
>all  appearances,  very  much  injured  in  her  hull,  spars,  and  rig- 
g^i^g)»  after  expending  an  immense  quantity  of  ammunition 
and  rockets  without  killing  a  single  person  or  firing  a  single 
building." 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  COUNTRY  BETWEEN  THE  PENOBSCOT  AND 

PASSAMAqUODDY  BAY. 

Downing'StreeU  October  9,  1814. 
Major  Addison  has  arrived  with  the  following  despatch 
from  lieutenant-general  Sherbrokc,  dated 

Castine^  at  the  entrance  of  the  Penobscot,  September  18. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  after 
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closing  my  despatch  on  the  26th  ultimo,  in  which  I  mentioned 
my  intention  of  proceeding  to  the  Penobscot,  rear-admiral 
Griffith  and  myself  lost  no  time  in  sailing  from  Halifax,  with 
such  a  naval  force  as  he  deemed  necessary,  and  the  troops  as 
per  margin*,  to  accomplish  the  object  we  had  in  view. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  fell  in  with  the 
.Rifleman  sloop  of  war,  when  captain  Pearce  informed  us, 
that  the  United  States  frigate  Adams  had  got  into  the  Penob- 
scot; but  from  the  apprehension  of  being  attacked  by  our 
cruisers,  if  she  remained  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  she  ran 
ijp  as  high  as  Hamden,  where  she  had  landed  her  guns,  and 
mounted  them  on  shore  for  her  protection. 

On  leaving  Halifax  it  was  my  original  intention  to  have 
taken  possession  of  Machias,  on  our  way  hither;  but  on  re- 
ceiving this  intelligence,  the  admiral  and  myself  were  of 
opinion  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  proceeding  to  our  des- 
tination, and  we  arrived  here  very  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  instant.     . 

The  fort  at  Castine,  which  is  situated  upon  a  peninsula  of 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Penobscot,  near  the  entrance  of  that 
river,  was  summoned  a  little  after  sunrise;  but  the  American 
officer  refused  to  surrender  it,  and  immediately  opened  a  fire 
from  four  24- pounders,  upon  a  small  schooner  that  had  been 
sent  with  lieutenant-colonel  NichoUs  (commanding  royal  en- 
gineers) to  reconnoitre  the  works. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  disembarking 
the  troops;  but  before  a  landing  could  be  effected  the  enemy 
blew  up  his  magazine,  and  escaped  up  the  Majectaquadous 
river,  carrying. off  in  the  boats  with  them  tw6  field-pieces. 

As  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  force  the  Ame- 
ricans had  on  this  peninsula,  I  landed  a  detachment  of  royal 
artillery,  with  two  rifle  companies  of  the  60th  and  98th  regi- 
ments, under  colonel  Douglass,  in  the  rear  of  it,  with  orders 
to  secure  the  isthmus,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  heights 
which  commanded  the  town;  but  I  soon  learned  that  there 
were  no  regulars  at  Castine,  except  the  party  which  had 
blown  up  the  magazine,  and  escaped^  and  that  the  militia 
which  were  assembled  there  had  dispersed  immediately  on 
our  landing. 

Rear-admiral  Griffith  and  myself  next  turned  our  attention 
to  obtaining  possession  of  the  Adams,  or,  if  that  could  not 
be  done,  to  destroying  her.  The  arrangemeijts  for  this  ser- 
vice having  been  made,  the  rear-admiral  entrusted  the  exe- 

•  First  company  royal  artillery,  two  rifle  companies  of  the  7th  bat- 
talion, 60th  regfiment,  29th,  62d,  and  98th  reg^iments. 
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cution  of  it  to  captam  Barric,  royal  navy,  and  as  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  land  force  was  nt*ctssar\,  I  dir  te<»  lieutenant- 
colonel  Johns,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery,  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  29th,  62d,  and  98th  regiments,  and  one  rifle 
company  of  the  60th,  to  accompanv  and  co-operate  with  cap- 
tain Barrie  on  this  occasion;  hut  as  Hamden  is  tweiitv -seven 
miles  above  Castine,  it  appeared  to  me  a  necessary  measure 
of  precaution  first  to  occupy  a  post  on  the  western  bank, 
which  might  afford  support,  if  necessary,  to  the  forces  going 
up  the  river,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  the  armed  popu- 
lation, which  is  verv  numerous  to  the  southward  and  west- 
ward,  from  annoying  the  British  in  their  operations  on  the 
Adams. 

IJpon  inquiry  I  found  that  Belfast,  which  is  upon  the  high 
road  leading  from  Hamden  to  Boston,  and  which  perfectly 
commands  the  bridge,  was  likely  to  answer  both  these  pur- 
poses, and  I  consequently  directed  major-general  Gosselin 
to  occupy  that  place  with  the  29th  regiment,  and  to  maintain 
it  till  further  orders. 

As  soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  and  the  tide  served, 
rear-admiral  Griffith  directed  captain  Barrie  to  proceed  to 
his  destination,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  landed 
that  evening  at  Castine. 

Understanding  that  a  strong  party  of  militia  from  the 
neighbouring  townships  had  assembled  at  about  four  miles 
from  Castine  on  the  road  leading  to  Blue  Hill,  I  sent  out  a 
strong  patrole  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  before  day-break. 
On  arriving  at  the  place,  I  was  informed  that  the  militia  of 
the  country  had  assembled  there  on  the  alarm  guns  being 
fired  at  fort  Castine  upon  our  first  appearance,  but  that  the 
main  body  had  ^ince  dispersed,  and  returned  to  their  res- 
pective homes.  Some  stragglers  were,  however,  left,  who 
fired  upon  our  advanced  guard,  and  then  took  to  the  woods; 
a  few  of  whom  were  made  prisoners.  No  intelligence  having 
reached  us  from  captain  Barrie  on  Saturday  night,  I  march- 
ed with  about  seven  hundred  men  and  two  light  field- pieces 
upon  Buckstown,  at  three  o'clock  on  Sunday  ^morning,  the 
4th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  progress  he  had 
made,  and  of  affording  him  assistance  if  required.  This  place 
is  about  eighteen  miles  higher  up  the  Penobscot  than  Castine, 
and  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  Rear-admiral  Griffith 
accompanied  me  on  this  occasion,  and  as  we  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  light  guns  which  had  been  taken  from  Cas- 
tine were  secreted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buckstown,  wc 
threatened  to  destroy  the  town  unless  they  were  delivered  up. 
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and  the  two  brass  3-pounders,  on  travelling  carriages,  were, 
in  consequence,  brought  to  us  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and 
are  now  in  our  possession. 

'  At  Buckstown  we  received  very  satisfactory  accounts  of 
the  success  which  had  attended  the  force  employed  up  the 
river.  We  learned  that  captain  Barrie  had  proceeded  from 
Hamden  up  to  Bangor;  and  the  admiral  sent  an  officer  in  a 
boat  from  Buckstown  to  communicate  with  him,  when  find- 
ing there  was  no  necessity  for  the  troops  remaining .  longer 
at  Buckstown,  they  marched  back  to  Castinethe  next  day* 

Having  ascertained  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  up  the 
Penobscot  had  been  attained,  it  was  iio  longer  necessary  for 
me  to  occupy  Belfast;  I,  therefore,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th, 
directed  major-general  Gosselin  to  embark  the  troops  and  to 
join  me  here. 

Machias  being  the  only  place  now  remaining  where  the 
enemy  had  a  post  between  the  Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy 
Bay,  I  ordered  lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington  to  proceed  with 
a  detachment  of  royal  artillery  and  the  29th  regiment  to  oc- 
cupy it;  and  as  naval  assistance  was  required,  rear-admiral 
Griffith  directed  captain  Park«r  of  the  Tenedos,  to  co-operate 
with  lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  captain  Barrie,  with  lieutenant- 
colonel  John,  and  the  troops  which  had  been  employed  with 
him  up  the  Penobscot,  returned  to  Castine.  It  seems  the 
enemy  blew  up  the  Adams,  on  his  strong  position  at  Ham- 
den being  attacked;  b«t  all  his  artillery,  two  stand  of  colours, 
and  a  standard,  with  several  merchant  vessels,  fell  into  our 
hands.  This,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was  accomplished  with  very 
little  loss  on  our  part;  and  your  lordship  will  perceive,  by 
the  return  sent  herewith,  that  the  only  officer  wounded  in  this 
affair  is  captain  Gell,  of  the  29th  grenadiers. 

(Signed)  J.  C.  SHERBROKE. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  yohns  to  General  Sir  yohn 

Sherbroke. 
Bangor  J  on  the  Penobscot  River  ^  September  Sd^  1814. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  excellency's  orders  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, I  sailed  from  Castine  with  the  detachment  of  royal  ar- 
tillery, the  flank  companies  of  the  29th,  62d,  and  98th  regi- 
ments, and  one  rifle  company  of  the  7th  battalion,  60th  regi- 
ment, which  composed  tht^  force  when  your  excellency  did 
me  the  honour  to  place  under  my  command,  for  the  purpose 
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of  co-operatinp:with  cap* -in  Barrie,  of  the  royal  navy,  in  an 
experlition  up  'hat  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  having  proceeded  above  the 
town  of  Frankfort,  we  discovered  some  of  the  enemy  on 
their  march  towards  Hamden,  by  the  eastern  shore,  which 
induced  me  to  order  brevet-major  Croasdale,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  98th,  and  some  rifle- men  of  the  60th  regiment, 
under  lieutenam  Wallace,  to  land  and  intercept  them,  which 
was  accomplished,  and  that  detachment  of  the  enemy  (as  I 
have  since  learned)  were  prevented  from  joining  the  main 
body,  assembled  at  Hamden. 

On  this  occasion  the  enemv  had  one  man  killed,  and  some 
wounded.   Major  Croasdale  re-embarked  without  any  losst 
We  arrived  off  Bald  Head  Cove,  three  miles  distant  from 
Hamden,  about  five  o'clock  that  evening,  when  captain  Bar- 
rie agreed  with  me  in  determining  to  land  the  troops  imme- 
diately. Having  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
advantageously  posted  on  the  north  side  of  the  cove,  I  di- 
rected brevet-major.  Riddle,  with  the  grenadiers  of  the  62d, 
and  captain  Ward,  with  the  rifle  company  of  the  60th,  to  dis- 
lodge them,  and  take   up  that  ground,  which  duty  was  per- 
formed under  major  Kiddle's  directions,  in  a  most  complete 
and  satisfactory  manner,  by  about  7  o'clock:  and  before  lOat 
night,  the  whole  of  the  troops,  including  eighty  marines,  un- 
der captain  Carter  (whom  captain  Barrie  had  done  me  the  hon- 
our to  attach  to  my  con-mand),  were  landed  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night,  during  which  it  rained  incessantly.  We  got  un- 
der arms  at  5  o'clock  this  morning,  the  rifle  company  form- 
ing the  advance  under  captain  Ward;  brevet- major  Keith, 
with  the  light  compatiy  of  the  62d,  bringing  up  the  rear;  and 
the  detachment  of  marines  under  captain  Carter  moving  upon 
my  flanks,  while  captain  Barrie  with  the  ships  and  gun-boats 
under  his  command,  advanced  at  the  same  time  up  the  river, 
on  my  right  towards  Hamden.  In  addition  to  the  detachment 
of  royal  artillery,  under  lieutenant  Garston,  captain  Barrie 
had  landed  one  six-pounder,  a  six  and  a  half  inch  howitzer, 
and  a  rocket  apparatus,  with  a  detachment  of  sailors  under 
lieutenants  Symonds,  Botley,  and  Slade,  and  Mr.  Sparlings 
master  of  his  majesty's  ship  Bulwark. 

The  fog  was  so  thick,  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  correct 
idea  of  the  features  of  the  country,  or  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my, whose  number  were  reported  to  be  1400,  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier-general  Blake.  Between  7  and  8  o'clock, 
our  skirmishers  in  advance  were  so  sharply  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  as  to  induce  me  to  send  forward  on^  half  of  the  light 
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company  of  the  29th  regiment^  under  captain  Coaker,  to 
th^ir  support.  The  column  had  not  advanced  much  farther 
before  I  discovered  the  enemy  drawn  out  in  line,  occupying 
a  very  strong  and  advantageous  position  in  front  of  the  town 
of  Hamden,  his  left  flanked  by  a  high  hill  commanding  the 
road  and  river,  on  which  were  mounted  several  heavy  pieces 
of  cannon;  his  right  extending  considerably  beyond  our  left, 
resting  upon  a  strongpoint  d^appui^  with  an  eighteen -pounder 
and  some  light  field-pieces  in  advance  of  his  centre,  so  point- 
ed as  completely  to  rake  the  road,  and  a  narrow  bridge  at  the 
foot  of  a  hill,  by  which  we  were  obliged  to  advance  upon  his 
position.  As  soon  as  he  perceived  our  column  approaching, 
he  opened  a  very  heavy  and  continued  fire  of  grape  and  mus- 
ketry upon  us;  we,  however,  soon  crossied  the  bridge,  de- 
ployed, and  charged  up  the  hill  to  get  possession  of  his  guns, 
one  of  which  we  found  had  already  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
captain  Ward's  riflemen  in  advance.  The  enemy's  fire  now 
began  to  slacken,  and  we  pushed  on  rapidly,  and  succeeded 
in  driving  him  at  all  points  from  his  position;  while  captain 
Coaker,  with  the  light  company  of  the  29th,  had  gained  pos- 
session of  the  hill  on  his  left,  from  whence  it  was  discovered 
that  the  Adams  frigate  was  on  fire,  and  that  the  enemy  had 
deserted  the  battery  which  defended  her. 

We  were  now  in  complete  possession  of  the  enemy's  po- 
sition above,  and  captain  Barrie  with  the  giin-boats  had  se- 
cured that  below  the  hill.  Upon  this  occasion  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon  fell  into  oiu*  hands  of  the  naval  and  military 
force,  the  return  of  which  I  inclose;  after  which  captain 
Barrie  and  myself  determined  on  pursuing  the  enemy 
towards  Bangor,  which  place  we  reached  without  opposition; 
and  here  two  brass  three-pounders,  and  three  stand  of  co- 
lours, fell  into  our  possession.  Brigadier-general  Blake,  also, 
in  this  town,  surrendered  himself  prisoner,  and  with  other 
prisoners,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-one,  were  admitted  to 
their  paroles.  Eighty  prisoners  taken  at  Hamden  are  in  our 
custody.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  I  have  not  had  it 
in  my  power  correcdy  to  ascertain:  report  states  it  to  be  from 
thirty  to  forty  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Our  loss,  I  am  happy  to  add,  is  but  small,  viz.  one  rank 
and  file  killed;  one  captain,  seven  rank  and  file  wounded;  one 
rank  and  file  missing.  Captain  Gcll,  of  the  29th,  was  wound- 
ed when  leading  the  column,  which  deprived  me  of  his  ac- 
tive and  useful  assistance;  but  I  am  happy  to  add,  he  is  re-  . 
covering.     I  have.  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  JOHNS,  LtcuU<ol 

VOL.  IV.  [H  h] 
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From  Colonel  Pilkington  to  General  Sherbroke^  dated  Machias^ 

September  14,  1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  I  sail- 
ed from  Penobscot  Bay  with  the  brigade  you  was  pleased  to 
place  under  my  command,  consisting  of  a  detachment  of 
royal  artiller}',  with  a  howitzer,  the  battalion  companies  of 
the  9th  regiment,  and  a  party  of  the  7th  battalion,  69th  foot, 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  and  arrived  at  Bucks  Har- 
bour, about  ten  miles  from  this  place,  on  the  following  even- 
ing. »• 

As  the  enemy  fired  several  alarm  guns  on  our  approach- 
ing the  shore,  it  was  evident  he  was  apprehensive  of  an  at- 
tack; I  therefore  deemed  it  expedient  to  disembark  the  troops 
with  as  litde  delay  as  possible,  and  captain  Hyde  Parker, 
commanding  the  naval  force,  appointed  captain  Staufell  to 
superintend  this  dut}'^,  and  it  was  executed  by  that  officer  with 
the  utmost  promptitude  and  decision. 

Upon  reaching  the  shore,  I  ascertained  that  there  was  only 
a  pathway  through  the  woods  by  which  we  could  advance  and 
tsJce  fort  O^Brien,  and  the  battery  in  reserve;  and  as  the  guns 
of  these  works  commanded  the  passage  of  the  river  upon 
which  the  town  is  situated,  I  decided  upon  possessing  our- 
selves of  them,  if  practicable,  during  the  night. 

We  moved  forward  at  10  o*clock,  P.  M.,  and  after  a  most 
tedious  an  harassing  march,  only  arrived  near  to  the  fort 
at  break  of  day,  although  the  distance  does  not  exceed  five 
mUes. 

The  advanced  guard,  which  consisted  of  two  companies  of 
the  29th  regiment,  and  a  detachment  of  riflemen  of  the  60di 
regiment,  under  major  Tod,  of  the  former  corps,  immediately 
drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  upon  pursuing  him  close- 
ly, found  the  fort  had  been  evacuated,  leaving  their  colours, 
about  five  minutes  before  we  entered  it.  Within  it,  and  the 
battery,  there  are  two  24-pounders,  three  18-pounders,  seve- 
ral dismounted  guns,  and  a  block-house.  The  party  which 
•  escaped  amounted  to  about  seventy  men  of  the  40th  regi- 
ment of  American  infantry,  and  thirty  of  the  embodied  mi- 
litia; the  retreat  was  so  rapid,  that  I  was  not  enabled  to  take 
any  prisoners.  I  understood  there  were  a  few  wounded,  but 
they  secreted  themselves  in  the  wood. 

Having  secured  the  fort,  we  lost  no  time  in  advancing 
upon  Machias,  which  was  taken  without  any  resistance;  and 
a&o  two  fitld-pieces. 
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The  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant Bouchier,  of  the  royal  navy,  and  the  royal  marines^ 
under  lieutenant  Welchman,  were  detached  to  the  eastern 
side  of  the  river,  and  were  of  essential  service  in  taking  two 
field-pieces  in  that  quarter. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  militia  were  not  assembled  to 
any  extent  in  the  vicinity  of  thie  town,  I  was  making  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, when  I  received  a  letter  from  brigadier^er^neral  Brewer, 
commanding  the  district,  wherein  he  engage^hat  the  militia 
forces  within  the  county  of  Washington,  shall^not  bear  arms, 
or  in  any  way  serve  against  his  Britannic  majesty  during  the 
present  war.  A  similar  offer  having  been  made  by  the  civil 
officers  and  principal  citizens  of  the  county,  a  cessation  of 
arms  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  county  of  Witehington  has 
passed  under  the  dominion  of  his  Britannic  majesty. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  npon  -the  importance  of 
XhW  accession  of  territory  which  has  been  wrested  from  the 
enemy:  it  embraces  one  hundred  mile*' of  sea- coast,  and  in- 
cludes that  intermediate  tract  of  country  which  separates  the 
province  of  New-Brunswick  from  Lower  Canada. 

We  have  taken  twenty-six  pieces  of  ordnance  (servicea- 
ble and  unserviceable),  with  a  proportion  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, returns  of  which  are  inclosed;  and  I  have  the  pleas- 
ing satisfaction  to  add,  that  this  service  has  been  effected 
without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  our  part. 

[Here  follows  the  usual  compliments  to  officers,  &c.] 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.  PILKINGTON, 
Lieutcnant'Colondk  deputy  adjutant-general. 
To  lieut.'-gen^  sir  John  C.  Sherbroke^  K.  B,  i^c. 

Return  of  ordnance^  arms^  ammunition^  &?c.  taken  at  Machias 
by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  lAeutenant-Colonel  Pilk-' 
ingion^  11th  September^  1814. 

Ordnance,  total  26 — Arms,  161  muskets,  99  bayonets,  100 
pouches,  41  belts,  2  drums — Ammunition,  20  barrels  service- 
able gunpowder,  75  paper  cartridges  filled  for  18  and  24^ 
pounders,  2938  musket-ball  cartridges,  3  barrels  of  grape 
and  case  shot,  553  round  shot  for  18  and  24-pounders;  6  kegst 
of  gunpowder,  25  lbs.  each;  28  paper  cartridges  filled  for  4- 
pounders. 

J.  DANIEL,    • 
Lieutenant  Royal  Artillery. 
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Ccpy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Morris  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy. 
Sir,  Boston^  September  20/A,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  detailed  report  of  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  destruction  of  the  United  States' 
ship  Adams,  at  Hampden,  on  the  3d  instant. 

On  the  1st  instant,  at  noon,  I  received  intelligence  by  ex- 
press, that  the  e;nemy  with  a  force  of  sixteen  sail  were  off  the 
harbour  of  Castine,  thirty  miles  below  us.  This  intelligence 
was  immediately  forwarded  to  brigadier-general  Blake,  with 
a  request  that  he  would  direct  such  force  as  could  be  collect^ 
ed,  to  repair  immediately  to  Hampden.  As  our  ship  was 
prepared  for  heaving  down,  was  in  no  situation  to  receive  her 
armament,  our  attention  was  immediately  directed  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  such  positions  on  shore  as  would  best  enable  us 
to  protect  her.  By  great  and  unremitted  exertions,  and  the 
prompt  assistance  of.  all  the  inhabitants  in  our  immediate 
vicinity,  during  the  1st  and  2d  instant,  nine  pieces  were 
transported  to  a  comnnanding  eminence  near  the  ship,  one 
to  the  place  selected  by  general  Blake  for  his  line  of  battle, 
fourteen  upon  a  wharf  commanding  the  river  below,  and  one 
on  a  point  covering  the  communication  between  our  hill  and 
wharf  batteries;  temporary  platforms  of  loose  plank  were 
laid,  and  such  other  arrangements  made  as  would  enable  us 
to  dispute  the  passage  of  a  naval  force. 

Want  of  time  prevented  our  improving  all  the  advantages 
of  our  position,  and  we  were  compelled  to  leave  our  rear  and 
flanks  to  the  defence  of  the  militia  in  case  of  attack  by  land 
troops.  Favoured  by  a  fresh  breeze,  the  enemy  had  advanc- 
ed to  within  three  miles  of  our  position  at  sunset  on  the  2d, 
with  the  Sylph  mounting^se,  and  Peruvian  1 1  guns,  and  one 
transport,  one  tender,  and  ten  barges,  manned  with  seamen 
from  the  Bulwark  and  Dragon,  under  the  command  of  com- 
modore Barrie.  Troops  were  landed  under  command  of  co- 
lonel Johns,  opposite  their  shipping,  without  any  opposition, 
their  numbers  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be  about  350.  To 
oppose  these  troops  about  370  militia  were  then  collected, 
assisted  by  lieutenant  Lewis  of  the  United  States  artillery, 
who  by  a  forced  march  had  arrived  from  Castine  with  bis 
detachment  of  28  men.  Many  of  the  militia  were  without 
arms,  and  most  of  them  without  any  ammunition,  and  as  our 
numbers  were  barely  sufficient  to  man  our  batteries,  I  order- 
ed the  ship's  muskets  to  be  distributed  among  the  militia, 
and  further  ordered  them  to  be  supplied  with  ammunition. 
Our  sick  were  sent  across  a  creek,  with  orders  for  such  as 
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were  able,  to  secure  themselves  in  the  woods  in  case  of  our 
defeat. 

These  arrangements  were  not  concluded  until  late  on  the 
evening  of  the  2d.  As  the  wind  was  fair  for  the  enemy's  ap- 
proadi^and  the  night  dark,  rainy,  and  favourable  for  his  at- 
temptmg  a  surprise,  our  men  were  compelled,  notwithstand- 
ing previous  fatigue,  to  remain  at  their  batteries.  At  day- 
light, on  the  8d,  I  received  intelligence  from  general  Blake, 
that  he  had  been  reinforced  by  three  companies^  and  that  the 
enemy  were  then  advancing  upon  him.  A  thick  fog  conceal- 
ed their  early  movements^  and  their  advance  of  barges  and 
rocket-boats  was  not  discovered  until  about  7  o'clock.  Believ- 
ing from  their  movements  that  they  intended  a  simultaneous 
attack  by  land  and  water,  I  placed  the  hill  battery  under  my 
first  lieutenant,  Wadsworth,  assisted  by  lieutenant  Madison, 
and  Mr.  Rogers  the  puyer,  and  directed  lieutenant  Watson 
to  place  his  small  detachment  of  20  marines  in  a  position  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  main  body,  assist  in 
covering  our  flank,  and  finally  to  cover  our  retreat  in  case  that 
became  necessary.  I  had  but  just  joined  the  wharf  battery 
under  the  direction  of  lieutenants  Parker  and  Beatty,  and 
sailing  master  M^Culloh,  when  the  enemy's  infantry  com- 
mence their  attack  upon  the  militia.  The  launches  still  held 
their  position  beyond  the  reach  of  our  fire,  ready  to  improve 
an/  advantage  their  troops  might  obtain.  A  few  minutes 
only  had  elapsed  when  lieutenant  Wadsworth  informed  me 
that  our  troops  were  retreating,  and  immediately  after  that 
they  were  dispersed  and  flying  in  great  confusion.  We  had 
now  no  alternative  but  precipitate  retreat  or  captivity.  Our 
rear  and  flanks  entirely  exposed,  without  other  means  of  de- 
fence on  that  side  than  our  pikes  and  cutlasses.  The  only 
bridge  across  the  creek  above  us  nearer  the  enemy  than  our- 
selves, and  the  creek  pnlyfordable  at  low  water,  with  the  tide 
then  rising.  I  therefore  ordered  lieutenant  Wadsworth  to 
spike  his  guns,  and  retire  across  the  bridge,  which  was  done 
in  perfect  order,  the  marines  under  lieutenant  Watson  cover- 
ing their  rear.  Orders  were  given  at  the  same  time  to  fire  the 
ship,  spike  the  guns  of  the  lower  battery  and  join  our  com- 
panions across  the  creek.  Before  these  orders  were  fully  exe- 
cuted the  enemy  appeared  on  the  hill  from  which  our  men 
just  retired,  and  were  exposed  to  their  fire  for  a  short  time 
while  completing  them.  Retreating  in  front  of  them  for  about 
five  hundred  yards,  we  discovered  it  impossible  to  gain  the 
bridge,  forded  the  creek,  ascended  the  opposite  bank,  and 
gained  our  companions  without  receiving  the  slightest  injury 
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from  the  ill-directed  fire  of  the  enemy.  We  continued  our 
retreat  towards  Bangor,  when  we  found  and  retired  upon  a 
road  leading  to  the  Kennebec  by  a  circuitous  route  of  sixty- 
five  miles.  Perceiving  it  impossible  to  subsist  our  men  in  a 
body  through  a  country  almost  destitute  of  inhabitants,  they 
were  ordered  to  repair  to  Portland  as  speedily  as  they  might 
be  able.  The  entire  loss  of  all  personal  effects  rendered  as 
dependent  on  the  generosity  of  the  inhabitants  between  the 
Penobscot  and  Kennebec  for  subsistence,  who  most  cheer- 
fully and  liberally  supplied  our  wants  to  the  utmost  extentof 
their  limited  means.  Our  warmest  thanks  are  also  due  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Waterville,  Augusta,  and  HalloweH,  for 
their  liberality  and  attention.  Our  loss  was  but  one  marine 
and  one  seaman,  made  prisoners.  That  of  the  enemy  was 
estimated  at  eight  or  ten  killed,  and  from  forty  to  fifty  woun- 
ded, principally  by  the  18-pounder  under  charge  of  lieutenant 
Lewis  of  the  United  States  artillery. 

The  character  of  my  first  lieutenant  Wads  worth  was  al- 
ready too  well  established  to  require  the  additional  evidence 
he  gave  of  richly  deserving  the  entire  confidence  of  the  de- 
partment and  his  country.  His  brother  officers  o(  the  navy 
and  marines,  equally  zealous  and  attentive,  are  equally  entided 
to  my  thanks  and  their  country's  approbation.  The  btavery 
of  the  seamen  and  marines  is  unquestioned,  their  uncon^on 
good  conduct  upon  their  march,  those  feelings  which  induced 
them  to  rally  round  their  flag  at  a  distance  of  tito  hundred 
miles  from  the  place  of  their  dispersion,  without  one  instance 
of  desertion,  entitle  them  to  particular  approbation,  and  ren< 
der  them  an  example  which  their  brother  tars  may  ever  be 
proud  to  emulate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MORRIS. 
Hon,  William  jf^nes^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


EXPEDITION  AGAINST  MICHILLIMACKINAC. 

^^Py  9f  ^  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Croghan^  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War^  dated  United  States  Sloop  of  War  Niagara^ 
off  Thunder  Bay^  9th  August^  1814. 

Sir,  y 

We  left  Fort  Gratiot  (head  of  straits  St.  Clair),  on  the  • 
13th  ultimo,  and  imagined  that  we  should  arrive,  in  a  few 
days,  at  Malchadash  Bay.  At  the  end  of  a  week,  however, 
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the  commodore,  from  the  want  of  pilots  acquainted  with  that 
unfrequented  part  of  the  lake,  despaired  of  being  able  to  find 
out  a  passage  through  the  island  into  that  bay;  and  made  for 
St.  Joseph's,  where  he  anchored  on  the  20th  day  of  July.  Af- 
ter setting  fire  to  the  fort  of  St.  Joseph,  which  seemed  not  to 
have  been  recently  occupied,  a'  detachment  of  infantry  and 
artillery,  under  major  Holmes,  was  ordered  up  to  sault  St. 
Mary^s,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  enemy's  establish- 
ment at  that  place.  For  particulars  relative  to  the  execution 
of  this  order,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  major  Holmes'  re- 
port herewith  inclosed.  Finding,  on  my  arrival  at  MichUli- 
mackinac,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  that  the  enemy  had  strongly 
fortified  the  height  overlooking  the  old  fort  of  Mackinac,  I 
at  once  despaired  of  being  able,  with  my  small  force,  to  cany 
the  place  by  storm,  and  determined  (as  the  only  course  re- 
maining), on  landing  and' establishing  myself  on  some  favour- 
able position,  whence  I  could  be  enabled  to  annoy  the  enemy 
by  gradual  and  slow  approaches,  under  cover  of  my  artillery, 
in  Arhich  I  should  have  the  superiority  in  point  of  metal.  I 
was  urged  to  adopt  this  step  by  another  reasmi,  not  a  little  co- 
gent; could  a  position  be  taken  and  fortified  on  the  island,  I 
was  well  aware  that  it  would  either  induce  the  enemy  to  at- 
tack me  in  my  strong  holds,  or  force  his  Indians  and  Cana- 
dians (his  most  efficient,  and  only  disposable  force),  off  the 
island,  as  they  would  be  very  unwilling  to  remain  in  my 
neighbourhood  after  a  permanent  footing  had  been  taken.  On 
inquiry,  I  learned  from  individuals,  who  had  lived  many  years 
on  the  island,  that  a  position  as  desirable  as  I  might  .wish, 
could  be  found  on  the  west  end,  and  therefore  immediately 
made  arrangements  for  disembarking.  A  landing  was  effect- 
ed on  the  4th  instant,  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  ship- 
ping, and  the  line  being  quicklv  formed,  had  advanced  to  the 
edge  of  the  field  spoken  of  for  a  camp,  when  intelligence  was 
conveyed  to  me,  that  the  enemy  was  a-head;  a  few  seconds 
more  brought  us  a  fire  from  his  battery,  of  four  pieces,  firing 
shot  and  shells.  After  reconnoitring  his  position,  which  was 
well  selected,  his  line  reaching  along  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  field,  and  covered  by  a  tem- 
porary breast-work,  I  determined  on  changing  my  position 
(which  was  now  two  lines,  the  militia  forming  the  front),  by 
advancing  major  Holmes'  battalion  of  regulars  on  the  right 
of  the  militia,  thus  to  out-flank  him,  and  by  a  vigorous  effort 
to  gain  his  rear.  This  movement  was  immediately  ordered", 
but  before  it  could  be  executed,  a  fire  was  opened  by  some 
Indians  posted  in  a  thick  wood  near  our  right,  which  proved 
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fatal  to  major  Holmes,  and  severely  wounded  captain  Desha, 
the  officer  next  in  rank.  I'his  unlucky  fire,  by  depriving  us 
of  the  services  of  our  most  valuable  officers,  threw  that  part 
of  the  line  into  confusion,  from  which  the  best  exertions  of 
the  officers  were  not  able  to  recover  it.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  gain  the  enemy's  left,  owing  to  the  impenetrable  thickness 
of  the  woods,  a  charge  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  regu- 
lars immediately  against  the  front.  This  charge,  although 
made  in  some  confusion,  served  to  drive  the  enemy  back  in- 
to the  woods,  from  whence  an  annoying  fire  was  kept  up  hf 
the  Indians. 

Lieutenant  Morgan  was  ordered  up  with  a  light  piece  to 
assist  the  left,  now  particularly  galled;  the  excellent  practice 
of  this  piece  brought  the  enemy  to  fire  at  a  longer  distance. 
Discovering  that  this  disposition  from  whence  the  enemy  had 
just  been  driven  (and  which  had  been  represented  to  me  as 
so  high  and  commanding),  was  by  no  means  tenable,  from 
being  interspersed  with  thickets,  and  intersected  in  every 
way  by  ravines;  I  determined  no  longer  to  expose  my  force 
to  the  fire  of  an  enemy  deriving  every  advantage  which  could 
be  obtained  from  numbers  and  a  knowledge  of  the  position, 
and  therefore  ordered  an  immediate  retreat  towards  the  ship- 
ping. 

This  affair,  which  cost  us  many  valuable  lives,  leaves  us  to 
lament  the  fall  of  that  gallant  officer  major  Holmes,  vrhose 
character  is  so  well  known  to  the  war  department.  Captain 
Vanhorn,  of  the  19th  infantry,  and  lieutenant  Jackson,  of  the 
24th  infantry,  both  brave  intrepid  young  men,  fell  mortally 
wounded  at  the  head  of  their  respective  commands.  The  con- 
duct of  all  my  officers  on  this  occasion  merits  my  approba- 
tion. Captain  Desha  of  the  24th  infantry,  although  severely 
wounded,  continued  with  his  command  until  forced  to  retire 
from  faintness  through  loss  of  blood.  Captains  Saunders, 
Hawkins,  and  Sturgus,  with  every  subaltern  of  that  battalion, 
acted  in  the  most  exemplary  manner.  Ensign  Bryan,  second 
rifle  regiment  acting- adjutant  to  the  battalion,  actively  for- 
warded the  wishes  of  the  commanding  officer.  Lieutenants 
Hickman,  28th  infantry,  and  Hyde,  of  the  Unj^ed  States  tna- 
rines,  who  commanded  the  reserve,  claim  my  particular  thanb 
for  their  activity  in  keeping  that  command  in  readiness  to  meet 
any  exigency.  I  have  before  mentioned  lieutenant  Morgan's 
activity:  his  two  assistants,  lieutenant  Pickett  and  Mr.  Pe- 
ters, conductor  of  artillery,  also  merit  the  name  of  good  of- 
ficcrsr 

The  militia  were  wanting  in  no  part  of  their  duty.  Colonel 
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Cotgreave,  his  officers  and  soldiers,  deserve  the  warmest  ap- 
probation. My  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  captain  N. 
H.  Moore,  28th  infantry,  with  volunteer  adjutant  M*Comb, 
were  prompt  in  delivering  my  orders.  Captain  Gratiot  of  the 
engineers,  who  volunteered  his  services  as  adjutant  on  the 
occasion,  gave  me  valuable  assistance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I  sent  a  flag  to  the  enemy,  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  wounded  (two  in  number),  who 
were  left  on  the  field,  and  to  request  permission  to  bring 
away  the  body  of  major  Holmes,  which  was  also  left,  owing 
to  the  utipardonable  neglect  of  the  soldiers  in  whose  hands 
he  was  placed.  I  am  happy  in  assuring  you,  that  the  body  of 
major  Holmes  is  secured,  and  will  be  buried  at  Detroit  with 
becoming  honours. 

I  shall  discharge  the  militia  to-morrow,  and  will  send  them 
-down,  together  with  two  regular  companies,  to  Detroit.  With 
the  remaining  three  companies  I  shall  attempt  to  destroy  the 
enemy's  establishment  in  the  head  of  Naw-taw-wa-sa-ga  ri- 
ver, and  if  it  be  thought  proper,  erect  a  post  at  the  mouth  of 
that  river. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

G.  CROGH AN, 
Lteutenant'Colonel  2d  riflemen*. 
Honourable  y.  Armstrongs  Secretary  of  War* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  A*  H*  Holmes^  to  Lieutenant-Co* 

lonel  Croghan^  dated  on  board  United  States  Schooner  Scor^^ 

pion^  27th  July^  ;1814. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  your  orders  of  the  instant,  I  left  the 

squadron  with  lieutenant  Turner  of  the  navy,  and  arrived  at 
the  Sault  St.  Mary's,  at  noon  the  day  after;  two  hours  before, 
the  north-west  agent  had  received  notice  of  our  approach,  and 
succeeded  in  escaping  with  a  considerable  amount  of  goods, 
after  setting  fire  to  the  vessel  ^bove  the  falls.  The  design  of 
this  latter  measure  was  frustrated  only  by  the  intrepid  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Turner,  with  his  own  men  and  a  few  of  captain 
Saunders'  company.  The  vessel  was  brought  down  the  falls 
on  the  25th,  but,  having  bilged,  Mr.  Turner  destroyed  her. 
Much  of  the  goods  we  have  taken  were  found  in  the  woods 
on  the  American  side,  and  were  claimed  by  the  agent  of  John 
Johnston,  an  Indian  trader. 

I  secured  this  property,  because  it  was  good  prize  by  thtt 

VOL.  IV.  ['0 
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maritime  law  of  nations,  as  recognized  in  the  EngUsh  courts, 
(witness  the  case  of  admiral  Rodney,  adjudged  by  lord  Mans- 
field). Further,  because  Johnston  has  acted  the  infamous  part 
of  a  traitor,  having  been  a  citizen  and  a  magistrate  of  the  Mi- 
chigan territory',  before  the  war,  and  at  its  commencement, 
and  is  now  discharging  the  functions  of  magistrate  under  the 
British  government.  Because  his  agents  armed  the  Indians 
from  his  store-house  at  our  approach;  and  lastly,  because 
those  goods  or  a  considerable  part  were  designed  to  be  taken 
to  Michillimackinac.  Pork,  salt,  and  groceries  compose  the 
chief  part.  Johnston  himself  passed  to  Michillimackinac  since 
the  squadron  arrived  at  St.  Joseph's. 
\Yith  high  respect,  &c. 

A.  H.  HOLMES, 
Major  S2d  infantrij* 
Lieutenant'Colonel  Croghan^  2d  rifle^  commanding* 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  report. 

N.  H.  MOORE, 
Acting  ddjutant-generoL 
Return  oj  the  killed^  wounded^  and  missings  of  a  detachment 

commanded  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  6.  Croghan^  in  the  ajiar 

of  the  ^th  August^  1814. 

One  major,  12  privates,  killed;  2  captains,  1  lieutenant,  6 
Serjeants,  3  corporals,  1  musician,  28  privates,  wounded;  2 
privates,  missing. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Croghan^  to  Briga- 
dier-general M^ Arthur^  commanding  Eighth  Military  Dis- 
trict^ dated  Detroit,  August  23,  1814.  ^ 
Dear  Sir, 

I  communicated,  in  my  report  of  the  llth  instant,  my  in- 
tention of  continuing  on  Lake  Huron  with  three  companies, 
for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  any  depots  which  the  enemy 
might  have  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake. 

We  were  fortunate  in  learning  that  the  only  line  of  com- 
'munication  from  York  to  Mackinaw,  &c.  was  by  the  way  of 
Lake  Simcoe  andNautauwasagariver,which  empties  intoLake 
Huron,  about  100  miles  south-east  of  Cabot's  Head.  To  that 
^iver,  therefore,  our  course  was  directed,  in  hope  of  finding 
the  enemy's  schooner  Nancy,  which  was  thought  to  be  in  that 
quarter.  On  the  13th  instant,  the  fleet  anchored  off  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  and  my  troops  were  quickly  disembarked  on  the 

Eeninsula  formed  between  the  river  andlake,forthe  purpose 
C  ixing  a  camp.. 
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On  reconnoitring  the  position  thus  taken,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  schooner  Nancy  was  drawn  up  in  the  river  a  few 
hundred  yards  above  us,  under  cover  of  a  block-house,  erect- 
ed on  a  commanding  situation  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Having  landed  with  nothing  larger  than  four-pounders, 
and  it  being  now  too  late  in  the  evening  to  establish  a  bat- 
tery of  heavy  guns,  I  deterntlned  on  remaining  silent  until  I 
could  be  enabled  to  open  with  effect. 

On  the  following  morning  a  fire  for  a  few  minutes  was 
kept  up  by  the  shipping  upon  the  block-house,  but  with  little  ef- 
fect, as  the  direction  towards  it  only  could  be  given,  a  thin 
wood  intervening  to  obscure  the  view/  A'bout  12  o'clock 
two  howitzers  (an  eight  and  a  half  and  five  and  a  half  inch) 
being  placed  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  block-house, 
commenced  a  fire  which  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  when  the 
house  blew  up;  at  the  same  time  communicated  the  fire  to 
the  Nancy,  which  was  quickly  so  enveloped  in  flames,  as  to 
render  any  attempts  which  might  have  been  made  to  save 
her  unavailing.  My  first  impression  on  seeing  the  explosion 
was,  that  the  enemy,  after  having  spiked  his  guns,  had  set 
fire  to  the  magazine  hin^self;  but  upon  examination  it  was 
found  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of  one  of  our 
shells;  which,  firing  some  combustible  matter  near  the  ma- 
gazine, gave  the  enemy  but  barely  time  to  escape  be^re  the 
explosion  took  place.  The  commodore  secured  and  brought 
off  the  guns  which  were  mounted  within  the  block-house 
(two  twenty-four-pound  carronades,  and  one  long  six-pound- 
er), together  with  some  round  shot,  grape,  and  canister. 
The  enemy  will  kok  sensibly  the  loss  of  the  Nancy,  her  car- 
go consisting  (at  the  time  of  her  being  on  fire)  of  several 
hundred  barrels  of  provisions,  intended  as  a  six  months  sup- 
ply for  the  garrison  at  Mackinac. 

Having  executed  (so  far  as  my  force  could  effect)  the  or- 
ders of  the  2d  of  June,  given  by  the  secretary  of  war,  I  left  Nau-  ^ 
tauwasaga  on  the  15th,  and  arrived  on  the  21st  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  Clair  with  mj*  whole  force,  except  a  few  sol- 
diers of  the  17th  infantrv,  who  were  left  as  marines  onboard 
two  small  vessels,  which  still  continue  to  cruize  on  that  lake* 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  pbedient  servant, 

/  GEORGE  CROGHAN, 

Lteutenant'Colonel  2d  rifle  regiment* 
Brigadier-general  -D.  M'' Arthur^ 

commanding  eighth  military  district^ 


252]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER.  . 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Sinclair^  commanding^  on  Lake 
Eriej  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  dated  United  States 
Shop  of  War  Niagara,  off  St.  Joseph's,  22d  July,  1814. 
Sir, 

The  wind  became  favourable  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, the  troops  were  embarked,  and  I  sailed  from  Detroit 
that  night;  but  such  were  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter 
on  the  flats  o(F  Lake  St.  Clair,  where,  instead  of  ten  feet,  as 
I  had  been  led  to  believe  there  was,  I  only  found  eight,  and 
the  rapid  current  of  that  river,  that  I  did  not  reach  Lake 
Huron  till  the  12th,  From  thence  I  shaped  my  course,  as 
directed,  for  Matchadash  bay,  and  used  every  possible  effort 
to  gain  it;  but  not  being'  able  to  procure  a  pilot  for  that  un- 
frequented part  of  the  lake,  and  Rnding  it  filled  with  islands 
and  sunken  rocks,  which  n)ust  inevitably  prove  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  fleet,  as  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  them,  on  ac- 
count of  the  impenetrable  fog  with  which  this  lake  is  almost 
continually  covered,  and  finding  the  army  was  growing  short 
of  provisions  from  the  time  already  elapsed,  it  was  agreed 
between  colonel  Croghan  and  myself  to  push  for  this  place, 
where  we  should  procure  such  information  as  would  govern 
our  future  operations.  We  were  favoured  in  winds,  and  ar- 
rived here  on  the  20th.  The  enemy  had  abandoned  his  work, 
consisting  of  a  fort,  and  large  block-house,  &c.;  those  we 
destroyed,  but  left  untouched  the  town  and  N.  W.  Conjpa- 
ny's  store-houses. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 
The  honourable  William  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Sinclair,  commanding  on  Lake 
Erie,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  United  States 
Sloop  of  War  Niagara,  off  Michillimackinac,^  Jt^h  ^^^ 
1814. 
Sir, 

Whilst  wind-bound  at  St.  Joseph's,  I  captured  the  N.  W. 
company's  schooner  Mink,  from  Michillimackinac  to  St. 
Mary's,  with  a  cargo  of  flour — ^receiving  intelligence  through 
this  source,  that  the  schooner  Perseverance  was  lying  above 
the  Falls,  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Superior,  in  waiting  to 
transport  the  Mink's  cargo  to  Fort  Williaips,  I  despatched 
the  ship's  launches  under  lieutenant  Turner,  of  the  Scorpioo, 
an  active  and  enterprising  officer,  to  capture  her,  and  if  pes- 
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sible  to  get  her  down  the  Falls.  Colonel  Croghan  attached 
major  Holmes  with  a  party  of  regulars  to  co-operate  in  the 
expedition^  in  which  the  capture  of  St.  Mary's  was  included. 
The  official  report  of  the  result,  made  by  lieutenant  Turner, 
I  herewith  inclose  you.  The  capture  of  the  Perseverance 
gave  us  the  complete  command  of  Lake  Superior--— and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  strong  force  at  Michillimackinac,  forbid- 
ding a  separation  of  our  means  of  attacking  that  place,  and 
feeling  myself  bound  by  my  instructions  to  do  so,  before  I 
was  at  liberty  to%nter  into  any  extensive  enterprize  of  my 
own  planning,  I  should  have  availed  myself  of  this  unlooked- 
for  advantage,  and  have  broken  up  all  their  important  estab- 
lishments on  Lake  Superior.  The  capture  of  Fort  William  ' 
alone  would  have  nearly  destroyed  the  enemy's  fur  trade,  as 
that  is  his  grand  depot  and  general  rendezvous,  from  which 
his  extensive  trade  branches  in  all  directions,  and  at  which 
place  there  is  never  less  than  a  million  in  v^lue  of  property, 
and  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  is  said,  there  is  twice  that  ^ 
amount. — I  fear  such  another  opportunity  may  never  occur. 
The  capture  of  those  two  vessels  and  the  provisions,  will, 
however,  prove  of  very  serious  inconvenience  to  the  enemy 
in  that  remote  quarter,  where  the  loss  cannot  possibly  be  re- 
trieved.— Flour  was,  before  this  loss  worth  60  dollars  per 
barrel  with  them,  and  salt  provisions  50  cents  perfK^Ond,  &c. 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 
The  honourable  William  Jones^  secretary  of  the'navy^ 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Turner^  to  captain  A.  Sinclair^ 
commanding  on  Lake  Erie^  dated  United  States  Schooner 
Scorpion^  off* Michillimackinac^  July  28M,  1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  agreeable  to  your  "• 
orders  of  the  22d  instant,  I  proceeded  on  the  expedition  to 
Lake  Superior  with  the  launches.  I  rowed  night  and  day; 
but  having  a  distance  of  sixty  miles  against  a  strong  current, 
information  had  reached  the  enemy  at  St.  Mary's  of  our  ap- 
proach about  two  hours  before  I  arrived  at  that  place,  carried  '  * 
by  Indians  in  their  light  canoes;  several  of  whom  I  chased, 
arid  by  firing  on  them  and  killing  some,  prevented  their  pur- 
poses; some  I  captured  and  kept  prisoners  until  my  arrival, 
'others  escaped.  The  force  under  major  Holmes  prevented 
any  thing  like  resistance  at  the  fort,  the  enemy  with  their  In- 
dians carrying  with  them  all  the  light  valuable  articles,  pel- 
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try,  clothes,  &c*  I  proceeded  across  the  strait  of  Lake  Superior 
without  a  moment's  delay;  and  on  my  appearance,  the  enemy 
finding  thev  rould  not  get  off  with  the  vessel  I  was  in  quest 
of,  set  firf.  to  her  in  several  places,  scuttled,  and  left  her.  I 
succeeded  in  hoarding  her,  and  by  considerable  exertions  ex- 
tinguished the  flames,  and  secured  her  from  sinking.  I  then 
stripped  her  and  prepared  for  getting  her  down  the  falls. 
Adverse  winds  prevented  my  attempting  the  falls  until  tl>e 
26th,  when  every  possible  effort  was  used,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  without  success,  to  get  her  over  in  s^ty.  The  £4l  in 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  is  forty- five  feet,  and  the  channel  ve* 
Ty  rocky;  the  current  runs  from  twenty  to  thirty  knots,  and 
in  one  place  there  is  a  perpendicular  leap  of  ten  feet  between 
threeTOcks;  here  she  bilged,  butwas  brought  down  so  rapidly 
that  we  succeeded  in  running  her  on  shore  below  the  rapids 
before  she  filled,  and  burned  her.  She  was  a  fine  new  schoo" 
ner,  upwards  of  100  tons,  called  the  Perseverance,  and  will 
be  a  severe  loss  to  the  nor^h-west  company.  Had  I  succeed- 
ed in  getting  her  safe,  I  could  have  loaded  her  to  advantage 
from  the  enemy's  store-houses.  I  have,  however,  brought 
down  four  captured  boats  loaded  with  Indian  goods  to  a  con- 
siderable amount;  the  balance  contained  in  four  large  and  two 
small  store-houses  were  destroyed,  amounting  in  value  from 
50  to  100,000  dollars.  All  private  property  was  according  to 
your  orders  respected.  The  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand behaved  with  great  activity  and  zeal,  particularly  mid- 
shipman Swartwout. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

DANIEL  TURNER. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Sinclair  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy^  dated  United  States*  Sloop  of  War  Niagara^  off'  Thun* 
der  Bay  J  Ait^usi  9th^  1814. 
Sir,  '^ 

I  arrived  off  Michillimackinacon  the  26th  July;  but  owing 
to  a  tedious  spell  of  bad  weather,  which  prevented  our  recon- 
noitring, or.  being  able  to  procure  a  prisoner  who  could  give 
us  information  of  the  enemy's  Indian  force,  which,  firoro-sevc- 
ral  little  skirmishes  we  had  on  an  adjacent  island,  appear- 
ed to  be  very  great,  we  did  not  attempt  a  landing  until  die  4dl 
instant,  and  it  was  then  made  more  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
positively  the^  enemy's  fitrength,  than  with  any  possible  hope 
of  success;  knowing,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  could  effectu- 
ally cover  their  landing  and  retreat  to  the  ships^  from  the 
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position  I  had  taken  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  beach. 
Colonel  Croghan  would  never  have  landed,  even  with  this 
protection,  being  positive,  as  he  was,  that  the  Imlian  force 
alone  on  the  island,  with  the  advantages  they  had,  were  su- 
perior to  him,  could  he  have  justified  himself  to  his  govern- 
ment, without  having  stronger  proof  than  appearances,  that 
Jie  could  not  effect  the  object  in  view. 

Mackinac  is,  by  nature,  a  perfect  Gibraltar,  being  a  high 
inaccessible  rock  on  every  side,  except  the  west,  from  which 
to  the  heights  you  have  nearly  two  miles  to  pass  throiigh  a 
V^ood,  so  thick  that  our  men  were  shot  in  every  direction, 
and  within  a  few  yards  of  them,  without  being  able  to  see 
the  Indians  who  did  it;  and  a  height  was  scarcely  gained  be* 
fore  there  was  another  within  50  or  100  yards  com^nanding 
it,  where  breast-works  were  erected  and  cannon  opened  on 
them.  Several  of  those  were  charged  and  the  enemy  driven 
from  them;  but  it  was  soon  found  the  further  our  troops  ad- 
vanced the  stronger  the  enemy  become,  and  the  weaker  and 
more  bewildered  our  force,  were;  several  of  our  command- 
ing officers  were  picked  out  and  killed  or  wounded  by  the 
savages,  without  seeing  any  of  them.  The  men  were  getting 
lost,  and  falling  into  a  confusion  natural  under  such  circum- 
stances, which  demanded  an  immediate  retreat,  or  a  total 
defeat  and  general  massacre  must  have  ensued.  This  was 
conducted  in  a  masterly  manner  by  colonel  Croghan,  who 
had  lost  the  aid  of  that  valuable  and  ever-to-be-lamented  of- 
ficer major  Holmes,  who,  with  captain  Vanhom,  was  killed 
by  the  Indians.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  many  of  their 
strong  holds;  but  such  was  the  impenetrable  thickness  of  the 
woods,  that  no  advantage  gained  could  be  profited  by.  Our 
attack  would  have  been  made  immediately  under  the  lower 
fort,  that  the  enemy  might  not  have  been  able  to  use  his  In- 
dian force  to  such  advantage  as  in  the  woods,  having  disco- 
vered by  drawing  a  fire  from  him  in  several  instances,  that  I 
had  greatly  the  superiority  of  metal  of  him;  but  its  scite  be- 
ing about  130  feet  above  the  water,  I  could  not,  when  ,near 
enough  to  do  him  an  injury,  elevate  sufficiently  to  batter  it. 
Above  this,  nearly  as  high  again,  he  has  another  strong  fort, 
commanding  every  point  of  the  island,  and  almost  perpendi- 
cular on  all  sides.  Colonel  Croghan  not  deeming  it  prudent 
to  make  a  second  attempt  upon  this  place,  and  having  ascer- 
tained to  a  certainty  that  the  only  naval  force  the  enemy  have 
upon  the  lakes  consists  of  one  schooner  of  four  guns,  I  have 
determined  to  despatch  the  Laurence  and  Caledonia  to  lake 
Erie  immediately,  believing  their  services  in  transporting  our 
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armies  there  will  be  wanting;  and  it  being  important  that  the 
sick  and  wounded,  amounting  to  about  100,  and  that  part  of 
the  detachment  not  necessary  to  further  our  future  operations 
here,  should  reach  Detroit  without  delay.  By  an  intelligent 
prisoner  captured  in  the  Mink,  I  ascertained  this,  and  that 
the  mechanics  and  others  sent  across  from  York  during  the 
winter,  were  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  flotilla  to  transport 
reinforcements  and  supplies  to  Mackinac.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  transport  them  by  the  way  of  Matchadash,  but  it  was 
found  impracticable,  from  all  the  portages  being  a  morass; 
that  they  then  resorted  to  a  small  river  called  Nautauwasaga, 
situated  to  the  south  of  Matchadash,  from  which  there  is  a 
portage  of  three  leagues  over  a  good  road  to  Lake  Simcoe. 
This  place  was  never  known  until  pointed  out  to  them  last 
summer  by  an  Indian.  This  river  is  very  narrow,  and  has  six 
or  eight  feet  water  in  it  about  three  miles  up,  and  is  then  a 
muddy  rapid,  shallow  for  45  miles  up  to  the  portage,  where 
their  armada  was  built,  and  their  store-houses  are  now  situated. 
The  navigation  is  dangerous  and  difficult,  and  so  obscuredby 
rocks  and  bushes,  that  no  stranger  could  ever  find  it.  I  have, 
however,  availed  myself  of  the  means  of  discovering  it.  I 
shall  also  blockade  the  mouth  of  French  River  until  the  fall; 
and  those  being  the  only  two  channels  of  communication  by 
which  Mackinac  can  possibly  be  supplied;  and  their  provi- 
sions at  this  time  being  extremely  short,  I  think  they  will  be 
starved  into  a  surrender.  This  will  also  cut  off  all  supplies  to 
the  north-west  company,  who  are  now  nearly  starving,  and 
their  furs  on  hand  can  only  find  transportation  by  the  Way  of 
Hudson  Bay.  At  this  place  I  calculate  on  falling  in  with  their 
schoQner,  which,  it  is  said,  has  gone  there  for  a  load  of  pro- 
visions, and  a  message  sent  to  her  not  to  venture  up  while  we 
are  on  the  lake. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  SINCLAIR. 
The  honourable  William  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  A-  Sinclair^  to  the  Honoura' 
hie  William  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  dated  on  board 
United  States  Sloop  Niagara^  Erie^  September  3^,  1814. 
Sir, 

Immediately  after  the  attack  on  Michillimackinac,  I  des- 
patched the  Lawrence  and  Caledonia,  with  orders  to  lieute- 
nant-commandant Dexter  to  make  all  possible  despatch  to 
Lake  Erie,  and  there  co-operate  with  our  army,  &c.  while  I 
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shaped  my  course  in  pursuit  of.  the  Enemy's  force,  supposed 
to  be  about  Nautauwasauga;  and  I  cannot  but  express  my 
surprise  at  having  passed  those  vessels  and  arrived  at  Erie 
before  them.  By  that  opportunity  I  apprised  you  of  my 
movements  up  to  the  9th  uhimo,  since  which  time  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  find  his  Britannic  majesty's  schoon- 
er Nancy,  laden  with  provisions,  clothing,  &c.  for  the  troops . 
at  Macjcinac. 

She  was  two  miles  up  the  Nautauwasauga  RiVer,  moored 
under  a  block-house,  strongly  situated  on  the  south-east  side 
of  the  river,  which,  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  bay 
shore  for  that  distance,  forms  a  narrow  peninsula;  this  and 
the  wind  being  off  shore,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  an- 
choring opposite  to  him,  and  within  good  battering  distance; 
but  finding  the  sand-hills  and  trees  frequently  interrupting 
my  shot,  I  borrowed  an  eight-inch  howitzer  from  colonel 
Croghan,  mounted  it  on  one  of  my  carriages,  and  sent  it  ort 
the  peninsula,  under  command  of  lieutenant  Holdup;  a  situa- 
tion was  chosen,  by  captain  Gratiot  of  the  engineers,  from 
which  it  did  great  execution.  The  enemy  defended  himself 
very  handsomely,  until  one  of  those  shells  burst  in  his  block- 
house, and  in  a  few  minutes  blew  up  his  magazine.  This  set 
fire  to  a  train  which  had  been  laid  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Vessel,  and  in  an  instant  she  was  i^  flames.  I  had  made  the 
necessary  preparation  with  boats  for  getting  on  board  of  her; 
but  frequent  and  heavy  explosions  below  deck  mad7  the  risk 
of  lives  too  great  to  attempt  saving  her.  She  was,  therefore, 
with  her  valuable  cargo,  entirely  consumed.  I  cannot  say 
whether  those  who  defended  her  were  blown  up  in  the  block- 
house, or  whether  they  retreated  in  the  rear  of  their  work, 
which  they  might  have  done  unseen  by  us,  as  it  afforded  a 
descei^t  into  a  thick  wood.  I  hope  the  latter.  A  number  of 
articles  \ere  picked  up  at  a  considerable  distance  off;  among 
them  was  the  commander^is  de«pk,  containing  copies  of  letters, 
&c.  several  of  wljich  I  herewith  inclose  you  for  your  informa- 
tion. They  serve  to  show  the  vessel  to  have  been  commrand- 
ed  by  lieutenant  Worsley  of  the  royal  navy;  of  what  infinite 
importance  her  cargo  .was  to  the  garrison  at  Mackinac,,  and 
that  they  have  nothing  afloat  now  on  that  lake.  The  Nancy 
appeared  to  be  a  very  fine  vessel,  between  the  size  of  the 
Queen  Charlotte  and  Lady  Prevost.  There  were  three  guns' 
on  the  block-house,  two  24-pounders,  and  one  6-pounder.  I 
cannot  say  what  was  on  the  vessel,  as  all  her  ports  were 
closed.    I  also  got  a  new  boat,  cafled  by  them  a  gua-boat,  but 
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uaworthy  the  name,  being  calculated  to  mount  only  a  24-pound 
carronade. 

The  Nautauwasauga  is  too  narrow,  and  overhung  with 
bushes,  for  a  vessel  to  get  up,  except  by  warping,  which  pre- 
vented my  sending  gun-boats  in,  or  colonel  Croghan  from 
attempting  to  turn  his  rear;  as  we  saw  a  number  of  Indians 
skulking,  and  occasionally  firing  across  from  the  banks;  it 
was  in  this  way  the  only  man  we  had  touched,  was  wounded. 

You  will  See,  by  the  inclosed  letters,  the  short  state  they 
are  in  for  provisions  at  Michillimackinac;  and  I  am  assured, 
from  the  best  authority,  that  this  is  the  only  line  of  commu- 
nication by  which  they  can  be  supplied,  that  of  the  Grand 
River  being  rendered  impassable  for  any  thing  heavier  than 
a  man  to  carry  on  his  back,  by  sixty  portages;  I  have  there- 
fore left  the  Scorpion  and  Tigress  to  blockade  it  closely,  un- 
til the  season  becomes  too  boisterous  for  boat  transportation. 
Colonel  Croghan  thought  it  not  advisable  to  fortify  and  gar- 
ri^son  Nautauwasauga,  as  the  enemy's  communication  from 
York  is  so  short  and  convenient,  that  any  force  he  could 
leave  there  would  be  cut  off  in  the  winter. 

I  was  unfortunate  in  getting  embayed,  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
on  a  rocky,  iroU't'ound  shore,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of 
all  the  boats  I  had  in  tow,  amongst  which  was  the  captured 
gun-boat  and  my  launch:  I  felt  fortunate,  however,  in  saving 
my  vessel,  lumbered  as  she  was  with  450  souls  on  board,  and 
shipping^uch  immense  quantities  of  water  as  to  give  me  very 
serious  alarm  for  some  hours.  I  was  compelled  to  strike 
some  of  my  guns  below,  and  nothing  saved  her,  at  last,  but 
a  sudden  shift  of  wind,  as  there  is  nothing  like  anchorage  in 
Lake  Huron,  except  in  the  mouths  of  rivers,  the  whole  coast 
being, a  steep  perpendicular  rock.  I  have  been  several  times 
in  great  danger  of  total  loss,  in  this  extremely  dangerous 
navigation,  entirely  unknown  to  our  pilots,  except  direct  to 
Mackinac,  by  falling  suddenly  from  no  soundings  into*three 
fathoms,  and  twice  into  one  quarter  less  twain,  all  a  craggjr 
rock.  Those  dangers  might  be  avoided,  from  the  transpa- 
rency of  the  water,  but  for  the  continued  thick  fogs  which 
prevail  almost  as  constantly  as  on  the  Grand  Bank. 

By  the  arrival' of  the  mail  a  few  hours  after  I  anchored  at 
Detroit,  I  learned  the  critical  state  of  our  army  on  the  penin- 
sula, and  that  the  Somers  and  Ohio  had  been  captured.  The 
craft  from  the  flats,  with  part  of  my  guns  and  shot,  had  not 
yet  arrived,  but  being  certain  my  presence  would  be  neces- 
sary at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  I  availed  myself  of  a 
fail  ^nd^  and  sailed  fov  this  placfe,  where  I  am  happy  to 
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learn  that  our  army  feel  themselves  perfectly  secure  where 
they  are.  I  have^  however,  sent  the  Lawrence,  Lady  Prevost, 
and  Porcupine,  to  BufFaloe,  there  to  render  any  assistance 
which  may  be  required,  and  shall  follow  myself,  in  the  course 
of  24  hours.  There  is  such  an  imminent  risk  of  the  loss  of 
the  fleet,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  lying  to  an  anchor  neiur 
BufFaloe,  where  the  bottom  is  composed  entirely  of  sharp 
l^ock,  a  strong  current  setting  down,  and  exposed  to  the  open 
lake,  from  whence  the  heaviest  gales  are  experienced,  that  I 
shall  not,  unless  ordered  positively  to  do  so  from  the  depart- 
ment, continue  there  a  moment  longer  than  I  can  ascertaia 
the  commanding  general's  views,  and  in  what  way  the  fleet 
can  co-operate  with  him.  Daily  and  dear-bought  experience 
teaches  us  we  ought  not  to  risk  our  fleet  in  a  situation  where 
they  are  so  liable  to  be  lost.  Lieutenant  Kennedy  has,  no 
doubt^  informed  you  of  the  total  loss  of  the  Ariel,  after  be- 
ing o^  float  and  ready  to  move  from  there. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  six^  yout 
obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 

N.  B.  A  company  of  riflemen  from  Sandusky,  has  just 
arrived  here,  and  have  been  forwarded  on  to  Fort  Erie  witH- 
out  delay. 

*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  A,  Sinclair^  Esq.^  commanding  the 
United  States  Naval  Force  on  the  Upper  Lake^  to  the  «SV- 
qretary  of  the  Navy^  dated  United  States  Ship  Niagara^ 
Roads  off  Erie^  October  28,  1814. 
Sir, 

I  am  under  the  mortifyfng  necessity  of  stating  to  you  that 
the  report  mentioned  in  my  last  tetter  of  the  vessels  l^f^  ia 
the  Upper  Lake  having  been  surprised  and  captured  bybt^ats 
of  the  enemy,  has  turned  out  to  be  correct.  The  boatswain 
and  four  men  from  the  Scorpion  made  their  escape,  on  their 
way  to  Kingston,  and  crossed  Lake  Ontario  in  skifls  from 
the  bay  of  Quinte  to  the  Genncssee  river,  from  thence  ^  to 
this  place.  The  man's  story  is  a  most  unfavourable  one,  aiul 
such  as  I  am  loth  to  believe  true,  from  the  well-known  char<« 
acter  of  lieutenant  Turner.  He  aays  the  blockade  of  the 
Nautawasauga  river  was  raised  a  short  time  after  my  depar- 
ture— ^that  the  lieutenant  who  commanded  the  navy  (knd  wh«> 
had  escaped  in  the  woods  when  she  was  destroyed)  had  pass- 
ed up  to  Mackinac  in  boats,  and  it  was  by  him  and  his  crew 
they  were  captured.  The  Tigress  had  been  sepadtted  from 
him  five  days  among  the  isbrnds,  in  which  (ime  she  had  been 
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captured.  They  came  in  sight  of  her,  lying  at  anchor,  in  the 
evening;  the  wind  being  light,  they  anchored  some  distance 
from  her,  without  passing  signals-  In  the  morning  there  was 
only  four  or  five  men,  and  no  officer  on  deck*  The  Tigress 
got  under  way,  run  down,  fired  into  them,  and  were  on  board 
without  any  report  ever  being  made  to  Mr.  Turner,  nor  was 
there  an  officer  of  any  grade  on  deck  when  she  was  captured. 
The  wind  was  light,  the  Scorpion  had  the  advantage  of  a 
long  12-pounder  over  the  other,  and  could  have  recaptured 
her  with  much  ease.  The  Tigress  had  made  great  resist- 
ance, but  was  overpowered  by  an  overwhelming  force.  Her 
commander  (sailing-master  Cham  plain)  and  all  her  officers 
were  wounded,  as  were  many  of  his  men,  and  some  killed. 
I  had  given  lieutenant  Turner  a  picked  crew  fron>^  this  ves- 
sel, with  my  sailing  master,  and  had  added  to  both  their 
crews  twenty-five  chosen  men,  borrowed  from  colonel  Cro* 
ghan,  to  act  as  marines.  I  had  also  left  him  a  boarding  net- 
ting; indeed,  there  was  no  precaution  I  did  not  take  in  anti- 
cipation of  every  effort,  I  knew  the  enemy  -would  make,  to 
regain  their  line  of  communication,  on  which  their  very  ex- 
istence depended. 

I  herewith  inclose  you  my  instructions  to  lieutenant  Tur- 
ner, after  which  I  cannot  express  to  you,  sir,  my  chagrin  at 
learning  the  little  regard  which  appears  to  have  been  paid  to 
them,  and  thfi  evil  consequences  growing  out  of  such  neglect; 
consequen^eiqi  but  too  well  known  to  you  and  to  the  govern- 
ment. You  must  first  believe  the  infinite  interest  I  had  taken 
in  the  expedition  from  the  moment  I  had  been  entrusted 
with  the  conducting  it,  and  the  sanguine  hope  I  hacf  formed 
of  its  complete  success,  and  the  benefits  resulting  from  it  to 
my  country,  to  enable  you  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
mortification  I  now  experience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 
Honourable  Wiltiam  jfones^j  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Arthur  Sinclair^  command* 

ing  the  United  States  Naval  Force  on  the  Upper  LaJ^eSj  to 

the  Secretary  of  the  ^etoy^  dated  Erie  Roads ^  iXth  Novem^ 

ber^  1814. 

Sailing-master  Champlain,  who  commanded  the  Tigress, 

has  arrived  here  in  the  cartel  from  MackinaTc,  with  some  of 

the  wounded.  He  has  his  thigh  shattered  by  a  grape  shot, 

and  has  not  yet  been  able  to  make  out  a  detailed  report  of 
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his  capture*  He  appears  not  to  have  been  surprised,  but  de- 
fended Ws  vessel  bravely,  killing  and  wounding  a  number  of 
the  enemy,  who  overpowered  him  with  150  sailors  and  sol- 
diers, and  250  Indians,  the  latter  headed  by  Dickson.  The 
Scorpion  was  overpowered,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the 
27'th  ult.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  to  our  prisoners  thus 
captured,  and  the  inhuma^  butchery  of  those  who  fell  into 
their  hands,  at  the  attack  of.  Mackinac,  has  been  barbarous 
beyond  a  parallel.  The  former  have  been  plundered  of  almost 
every  article  of  clothing  tht- y  possessed — the  latter  had  their 
hearts  and  livers  taken  out,  which  were  actuallv  cooked  and 
feasted  on  (and  that  too  in  the  quarters  of  the  British  offi- 
cers, sanctioned  by  colonel  M^Dowall)  by  the  savages. 

This  cannibal  act,  which  has  capped  the  climax  of  British 
atrocity,  and  must  ever  be  viewed  with  indignant  horror  by 
the  christian  world,  will  be  sworn  to  by  two  respectable  la- 
dies, who  came  down  in  the  cartel,  and  who  were  witnesses 
to  it.  I  am  further  assured  by  Mr.  Astor,  who  was  detained 
there  with  his  cartel  for  pearly  two  months,  that  it  was  not 
disowned  by  the  garrison  at  Mackinac,  and  that  when  re* 
monstrance  was  made  by  some  who  had  not  lost  all  sense  of 
feeling  and  honour,  they  were  threatened  with  arrest  by  the 
colonel,  if  they  checked  the  Indians  in  any  of  their  wishes. 
One  of  the  prisoners  was  inhumanly  murdered,  by  one  of 
their  militia,  to  decide  a  dispute  between  him  and  an  Indian, 
of  who  had  the  best  claim  to  the  reward  of  h&'Jj^dy  or  scalp, 
and  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  colot)|l.  To  rela  e  to^. 
you,  sir,  all  the  acts  of  horror  which  have  Been  practised  " 
upon  those  unfortunate  victims  who  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands  on  the  4th  of  August,  would  go  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  a  letter. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Cornwall  J  Upper  Canada^  October  7th^  1814. 

His  excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces  has  received 
from  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  a  report  from  lieute- 
nant-colonel M'Donall,  dated  Mackinaw,  the  9th  September,  \ 
conveying  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  two 
armed  schooners,  Tigress  and  Scorpion,  which  the  enemy 
had  stationed  at  the  Detour,  ne^r  St.  Joseph's,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  cutting  off  all  supplies  from  the  garrison  at  Mack- 
inaw. 

This  gallant  enterprise  was  planned  and  executed  by  lieu- 
tenant Worsley  of  the  royal  navy,  and  a  detaqhment  of  50 
of  the  Royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  under  the  command 
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,  of  lieutenant  Bulger,  attached  for  this  service  to  the  division 
of  seamen  under  that  oflker. 

^Thc  United  States  schooner  Tigress  was  carried  by  board- 
ing at  9  o*clock  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  and  the 
schooner  Scorpion  at  dawn  of  day  on  the  morning;  of  the  6tk 
instant* 

The  skilful  conduct  and  intrepidity,  displayed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  daring  f  nterprize,  reflects  the  highest  credit 
on  lieutenant  Worsley  of  the  royal  navy,  and  the  officers,  ^ 
seamen,  and  soldiers  under  his  command.  Lieutenants  Bul- 
ger, Armstrong,  and  Hadenhurst,of  the  Royal  Newfoundland 
regiment,  are  noticed  by  lit;,utenant-colonel  M^Donall;  as  also 
Mr.  Dickson  and  Livingston  of  the  Indian  department,  who 
volunteered  their  services  6n  this  occasion. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  three  seamen  killed,  and  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Tigress  and  three  seamen  severely  wounded. 

The  Scorpion  mounted  one  long  24-pounder  and  a  long 
1£;  the  Tigress,  one  long  24-pounder.  They  were  command- 
ed by  lieutenant  Turner  of  the .  Ainerican  navy,  and  had 
crews  of  30  men  each* 

The  British  loss  is  two  seamen  killed. 

Lieutenant  Bulger,  Royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  and 
several  soldiers,  slighdy  wounded.  , 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

*  Adjutant'general^  N»  A. 

WAR    WITH   THE   CREEK    INDIANS* 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Brigadier-General  Claiborney  of  vobm- 
teers^  to  the  Secretary  of  War^  dated  Fort  Claiborne^  east 
bank  of  the  Alabama^  85  miles  above  Fort  Stoddart^  jfanuary 
Ut^  1814.       ^        . 
Sir, 

On  the  13th  ultimo,  I  marched  a  detachment  from  this 
post  with  a  view  of  destroying  the  towns  of  the  inimical 
Creek  Indians,  on  the  Alabama,  above  the  mouth  of  theCa- 
haba.  After  having  marched  about  ^.0  miles,  from  the  best 
information  I  could  obtain,  I  was  within  30  miles  of  a  town 
newly  erected  on  a  ground  called  Holy,  occupied  by  a 
'  large  body  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  Wither- 
ford,  the  half  breed  chief,  who  was  one  of  those  who  com- 
manded the  Indians  that  destroyed  the  garrison  at  Mims  in 
'    August  last,  and  whb  has  committed  many  depredations  oa 
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the  frontier  inhabitants.  I  immediately  caused  a  stoclcade  to 
be  erected  for  the  security  of  the  heavy  baggage  and  sick. 
On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  troops  resumed  their  line  of- 
march,  chiefly  through  woods  without  a  track  to  guide  them. 
When  near  the  town  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  my  dispo- 
sition for  attack  was  made.— The*  troop?  advanced  in  three 
columns.  With  the  centre  column  I  advanced  myself,  order- 
ing Lester's  guards  and  Wells'  troop  of  dragoons  to  act  as  a 
corps  of  reserve.  About  noon  the  right  column^  composed 
qf  twelve  months'  volunteers,  commanded  by  colonel  Joseph 
Carson,  came  in  view  of  the  town  called  Eccanachaca  (or 
Holy  Ground),  and  was  immediately  vigorously  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  who  were  apprised  of  our  approach,  and  had 
chosen  their  field  of  action. 

Before  the  centre,  commanded  bv  lieutenant-colonel  Rus- 
sell,  with  a  part  of  the  3d  regiment  of  United  States'  infan- 
try and  mounted  militia  riflemen,  or  the  left  column,  which 
was  composed  of  militia  and  a  party^  of  Choctaws  under 
Pushamuttaha,  commanded  by  major  Smoot  of  the  militil^ 
who  were  ordered  to  charge,  could  come  generally  into  ac- 
tion, the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  were  flving  in  all  direc- 
tions, many  of  thtm  were  casting  away  their  arms. 

Thirty  of  the  enemy  weVe  killed,  and  judging  from  every 
appearance  many  were  wounded.  The  loss  on  our  part^  was 
one  corporal  killed,  and  one  ensign,  two  serjeahts,  one  oor- 
poral,  and  two  privates  wounded.  ■^^■ 

A  pursuit  wa^  immediately  ordered;  but  W^  ^^^  nature 
of  the  country,  nothing  was  effected.  1  he  t««i  was  nearly  ' . 
surrounded  by  swamps  and  deep  ravines,  which  rendered 
our  approach  difficult,  and  facilitated  the  escape  of  the  ene- 
my. In  the  town  we  found  a  large  quantity  of  provisions, 
and  immense  property  of  various  kinds,  which  the  enemy, 
flying  precipitately,  were  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and  which, 
together  with  two  hundred  houses,  were  destroyed.  They 
had  barely  time  to  remove  their  women  and  children  across 
the  Alabama,  which  runs  near  where  the  town  stood.  1  he 
next  day  was  occupied  in  destroying  a  town  consisting  of  60 
houses,  eight  miles  higher  up  the  river,  and  in  taking  and 
destroying  the  enemy's  boats.  At  the  town  last  destroyed 
was  killed  three  Indians  of  som^  distinction.  The  town  first 
destroyed  was  built  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
and  was  established  as  a  place  of  security  for  the  inhabitants 
of  several  villages.  The  leader  Witherford,  Francis,  and  the 
Choctaw  Sinquistur's  son,  who  were  principal  prophets,  re- 
sided here.  Three  Shawnese  were  atnong  die  slain. 
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Colonel  Carson  of  the  volunteers,  lieutenant-colonel  Rus- 
sell of  the  3(k  regiment  United  States  infantry,  and  major 
Smoot  of  the  militia,  ^eatly  distinguished  themselves.  The 
activity  and  seal  of  the  assistant  deputy  quarter-master-ge- 
neral, captain  Wert,  and  of  my  brigade*major,  Kennedy, 
merit  the  appropation  of  government.  I  was  much  indebted 
to  my  aid-de-camp  lieutenant  Calvit  of  volunteers,  to  lieu- 
tenant Robeson  of  the  3d  regiment,  and  major  Caller  of  mi- 
litia, who  acted  as  my  aids  on  that  day,  for  the  promptness 
and  ability  with  which  they  pefformed  their  several  duties* 
The  officers  of  the  different  corps  behaved  handsomely,  and 
are  entitled  to  distinction. — Courage  animated  every  coun- 
tenance, and  each  vied  with  the  other  in  rendering  service. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  you  direcdy, 
in  consequence  of  the  distant  station  of  the  general  com- 
manding the<listrict,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding 
to  you  the  inclosed  original  document  which  was  found  in 
the  house  of  Witherford.  It  shows  partially  the  conduct  of 
the  Spaniards  towards  the  American  government. 

The  third  regiment  has  returned*  to  this  place,  and  volun- 
teers are  on  their  march  to  Mount  Vernon  near  Fort  Stod- 
dart  for  the  purpose  of  being  paid  off  and  discharged,  their 
terms  of  service  having  generally  expired. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  excel- 
lency's most  ^bedient  servant, 

FERp.  L.  CLAIBORNE, 
J  -  Brigadier-general  of  Volunteers. 

JHis  exceiiencjf  John  Armstrong. 


The  following  letter  from  the  governor  of  Pensacola  to  the 
Creek  Indians  was  inclosed  in  the  above. 
Gentlemen,  Pensacola^  29tk  September j  1814. 

I  received  the  letter  that  vou  wrote  me  in  the  month  of 
August,  by  which,  and  with  great  satisfaction,  I  was  inform- 
ed of  the  advantages  which  your  brave  warriors  obtained 
over  your  enemies. 

I  represented,  as  I  promised  }0U,  to  the  captain-general  ill 
Havanna,  the  request  (which  the  last  time  I  took  you  by  the 
hand  ye  made  me),  of  arms  and  munitions;  but  until  now  I 
cannot  yet  have  an  answer.  ;.  But  I  am  in  hopes,  that  he  witt 
send  me  the  effects  which  I  requested;  and  as  soon  as  I  re- 
ceive them,  I  shall  inform  you. 

I  am  very  thankful  for  your  generous  offers  to  procure  roe 
the  provisions  and  warriors  necessary,  in  order  to  re-take  the 
post  of  Mobile;  and  yoa  ask  me  at  the  same  time,  if  we  have 
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given  up  the  post  of  Mobile  to  the  Americans^  To  which  f, 
answer,  for  the  present,  I  cannpt  profit  of  your  generous  oflfer, 
not  being  at  war  with  the  Americans;  <  who  did  not  take 
Mobile  by  force,  since  they  purchased  it  froih^the  misera- 
ble officer,  destitute  of  honour,  who  commanded  there,  and 
tielivered  it  without  authority:  by  which  reason^  the  sale 
and  delivery  of  that  place  js  totally  void  and  null,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Americans  will  restore  it  again  to  us,  because  nobo* 
Ay  can  dispose  of  a  thing  that  is  not  his  own  property:  io 
consequence  of  which,  the  Spaniards  have  not  lost  their  right 
to  it;  and  I  hope  that  you  will  not  put  in  execution  the  project 
rwhich  you  tell  me  of,  to  bum  the  town;  since  those  nous.e3 
and  properties  do  not  beloivg  to  Americans,  but  to  true 
Spaniards.  ^ 

To  the  bearers  of  your  letter^  I  have  ordered  some  small 
presents  to  be  given.  And  I  remain,  forever,  your  good  father 
and  friend, 

(Signed)  MANXIQUE. 

* 

Cofy  of  a  letter  from  General  jfackson^  of  the  Tennessee 
volunteers^  to  General  Pinckney* 

Head-Barters^  Fort  Strother^  jfan*  9  ^ 
Sir,^ 


fiion 

country,  with  the  new-raised  volunteers  from  ^/cnnessee.  X 
had  ordered  those  troops  to  form  a  junction  with  n^e  oh  the 
,10ch  instant,  but  they  did  not  arrive  until  the  14tb.  Their 
number,  including  oificers,  wa9  about  800;  and  on  the  ISth^X 
inarched  them  across  the  river  to  graze  their  horses*  On  the 
next  day  I  foll9wed  with  the  remainder  of  niy  force,  consist- 
ing of  the  artillery  company,  with  one  six-pounder,  one  com- 
pany of  infantry  of  48  men,  two  companies  of  spies,  com- 
manded by  captains  Gordon  and  Riissel,  of  about  30  men 
^ach,  and  a  company  of  volunteer  officers,  headed  by  general 
Coffee,  who  had  been  abandoned  by  his  men,  and  who  stiU 
remained  in  the  field  awaiting  the  order  of  the  government; 
making  my  force,  exclusive  of  Indians,  930. 

The  motives  which  influenced  me  to  penetrate  still  further 
into  the  enemy's  country,  with  this  force,  were  many  and  ur- 
gent. The  term  of  service  of  the  new-raised  volunteer3  was 
short,  and  a  considerable  part  of  it  was  expired;  they  were  ex- 
pensive to  the  government,  and  were  full  of  ardoul:  to  meet  the 

VOL.  XV.  [L  1} 
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«ncmy.  Theilll  effects  of  keeping  soldiers  of  this  description 
long  stationary  and  idle,  1  iiad  been  made  to  feel  but  too  sen- 
sibly already-— other  causts  concurred  to  make  such  a  raove- 
ment  not  only  justifiable  but  absolutely  necessary.  I  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  captain  M^Alpin  of  the  5th  instant,  who 
command(sd  at  Fort  Armstrong  in  the  absence  of  colonel 
Snodgrass,  informing  me  that  14  or  15  towns  of  the  enemy, 
situated  on  the  waters  of  the  TallapK>osa,  were  about  uniting 
their  forces  and  attacking  that  place,  which  had  been  left  in  a 
very  feeble  state  of  defence.  You  had,  in  your  letter  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  informed  me  that  general  Floyd  was  about  to 
make  a  movement  to  the  Tallapoosa,  near  its  junction  with 
the  Coosee;  and  in  the  same  letter  had  recommended  tern- 
porary  excursions  against  such  of  the  enemy's  towns  or  set- 
tlements as  might  be  within  striking  distance,  as  well  to 
prevent  mv  men  from  becoming  discontented,  as  to^'harass  the 
enemy.  Your  ideas  corresponded  exactly  with  my  own,  and 
I  was  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  keeping  my  men  engaged, 
distressing  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  making  a  (Aver- 
sion to  facilitate  the  operations  of  general  Floyd. 

Determined  by  these  and  o:her  considerations,  I  took  up 
the  line  of  march  on  the  17ih  instant,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
1 8th  encamped  at  Talledega  Fort,  where  I  was  joined  S^  R- 
tween  200  and  300  friendly  Indians;  65  of  whom  were  Che- 
rokees,  the  balance  Creeks.  Here  I  received  your  letteAf 
the  9th  instanr,  stating  that  general  Floyd  was  expected  to 
make  a  movement  from  Cowetau  the  next  day,  and  that  in 
eighteen  days  thereafter  he  would  establish  a  firm  position 
at  Tuckabotchee;  and  also  a  letter  from  colonel  Snodgrass, 
who  had  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong,  informing  me  that  an 
attack  was  intended  soon  to  be  made  on  that  fort  by  900  of 
the  enemv*  If  I  could  have  hesitated  before,  I  could  now 
hesitate  no  longer.  I  refeolved  to  lose  no  time  in  meeting  this 
force,  which  was-  understood  to  have  been  collected  from 
New  Yorcau,  Oakfuskee,  and  Ufauley  towns,  and  were  con- 
centrated in  the  bend  of  the  i  allapoosa,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  creek  called  Emucfau,  on  an  island  below  New  Yorcau. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
forwarded  by  Mr.  M'Candles,  reached  me  at  the  HiUabec 
Creek,  and  that  night  I  encamped  at  Entochapco,  a  smaQ 
Hillabee  village  about  twelve  miles  from  Emuckfau.  Here 
I  began  to  perceive  very  plainly  how  Ktde  knowledge  my 
spies  had  of  the  country,  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  or  of 
the  distance  I  was  from  them.  The  insubordination  of  the  new 
^#ops  andl  the  want  of  skill  in  most  of  their  officers,  also  became 
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more  and  more  apparent.  But  their  ardour  to  meet  the  ene- 
my was  not  diminished;  and  I  had  a  sure  reliance  upon  the 
guards,  and  a  company  of.  old  volunteer  officered  and  upon  the 
spies,  in  all  about  125.  My  wishes  and  my  duty  remained 
united,  and  I  was  determined  to  effect,  if  possible,  the  objects 
for  which  the  excursion  had  been  principally  undertaken. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I  marched  froni  Enotachopco^ 
as  direct  as  I  could  for  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa,  and  about 
2  o*clock,  P.  M.,  my  spies  having  discovered  two  of  the  ene- 
my, endeavoured  to  catch  them,  but  failed.   In  the  evening  I 
fell  in  upon  a  large  trail,  which  led  to  a  new  road,  much  beatea 
and  lately  travelled.  Knowing  that  I  must  have  arrived  with- 
in the  neighbourhood  of  a  strong  force,  and  it  being  late  in 
the  day,  I  determined  to  encamp,  and  reconnoitre  the  coun* 
try  in  the  night.  I  chose  the  best  scite  the  country  would  ad- 
mit, encamped  in  a  hollow  square,  sent  6ut  my  spies  and 
pickets,  doubled  my  sentinels,  and  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements before  dark,  for  a  night  attack.  About  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  one  of  the  pickets  fired  at  three  of  the  enemy  and 
killed  one,  but  he  was  not  found  until  the  next  day.    At  1 1 
o'clock,  the  spies  whom  I  had  sent  out  returned  with  the  in- 
formation, that  there  was  a  large  encampment  of  Indians  at 
the  distance  of  aboat  three  miles,  whom  (rom  their  whoop- 
wg  and  dancing  seemed  to  be  apprized  of  our  approach.  One 
of  these  spies,  an  Indian,  in  whom  I  had  great  confidence,  as- 
sured me  that  they  were  carrying  off  their  \vomen  and  chil- 
dren, and  that  the   warriors  would  either  maktj,  their  escape 
or  attack  me  before  day.    Being  prepared  at  alf-'points,  noth« 
ing  remained  to  be  done  but  await  their  apprSach,  if  they 
meditated  an  attack,  or  to  be  in  readiness,  if  they  did  not,  to 
pursue  and  attack  them  at  day-light.     While  we  ^cre  in  this 
state'  of  readiness,  the  enemy  about  6  o'clock  in  the  morning 
commenced  a  vigorous  attack  on  my  left  flank,  which  was 
vigorously  met;  the  action  cbntinued  to  rage  on  my  left  Sank, 
and  on  the  left  of  my  rear,  for  about  half  an  hour.  The  brave 
general  Coffee,  with  colonel  Sittler,  the  adjutant-general,  and 
colonel  Carroll,  the  inspector- general,  the  moment  the  firing 
commenced,  mounted  their  horses  and  repaired  to  the  liffe, 
encouraging  and  animating  the  men  to  the  performance  of 
their  duty.  So  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  pursue,  tho  . 
left  wing,  Having  sustained  the  heat  of  the  action  and  bein|f 
somewhat  weakened,  was  reinforced  by  captain  Ferrill's  com* 
pany  of  infantry,  and  was  ordered  and  led  on  to  tht*  charge 
by  gencu'al  Coffee,  who  was  well  supported  by  colonel  Hig- 
gms  and  the  iqspector-general,  and  by  aU  the  officers  and  pri* 
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vates  who  composed  that  line.  The  enemy  was  complete^ 
routed  at  evc^  point,  and  the  friendly  Indians  joining  in  the 
pursuit,  they  were  chased  about  two  miles  with  great  slaughter. 

The  chase  being  over,  I  immediately  detached  general 
Coffee,  with  400  men  and  all  the  Indian  force,  to  burn  their 
encampment;  but  it  was  said  by  some  to  be  fortified.  I 
ordered  him,  in  that  event,  not  to  attack  it,  until  the  artillery 
could  be  sent  forward  to  reduce  it.  On  viewing  the  encamp^ 
ment  and  its  strength,  the  general  thought  it  most  prudent  to 
return  to  my  encampment,  and  guard  the  artillery  thither. 
The  wisdom  of  this  step  was  soon  discovered;  in  half  an  hour 
after  his  return  to  camp,  a  considerable  force  of  the  cnemj 
made  its  appearance  on  my  right  flank,  and  commenced  a 
brisk  fire  on  a  party  of  men  who  had  been  on  picket-guard 
the  night  before,  and  were  then  in  search  of  the  Indains  they 
had  fired  upon,  some  of  whom  they  believe  had  been  killed^ 
General  Coffee  immediately  requested  me  to  let  him  take  200 
men  and  turn  their  left  flank,  which  I  accordingly  ordered; 
but,  through  some  mistake,  which  I  did  not  then  observe, 
not  more  than  54  followed  him,  among  whom  were  the  old 
volunteer  officers.  With  these,  however,  he  immediately 
commenced  an  attack  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy;  at  which 
time  I  ordered  200  of  the  friendly  Indians  to  fall  in  upon  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  co-operate  with  t|he  generlft^ 
This  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  in  the  moment  of  its 
execution,  what  I  expected  was  realized.  The  enemy  had 
intended  the  attack  on  the  right  as  a  feint,  and,  expecting  to 
direct  all  my  attention  thither,  meant  to  attack  me  again  and 
with  their  main  force  on  the  left  flank,  which  they  had  hoped  ^ 
to  find  weakened  and  iti  disorder;  they  were  disappointed.  I 
had  ordered  the  left  flank  to  remain  firm  to  its  place,  and  the 
moment  the  alarm  gun  was  heard  in  that  quarter,  I  repaired 
thither,  and  ordered  captain  Ferrill,  part  of  my  reserve,  td 
support  it. '  The  whole  line  met  the  approach  of  the  enem^ 
with  astonishing  intrepidity,  and  having  given  a  few  firesj 
they  forthwith  charged  with  great  vigour.  The  effect  was  im» 
tnediate  and  inevitable.  The  enemy  fled  with  precipitation, 
and  were  pursued  to  a  considerable  distance,  by  the  left  flank 
and  the  friendly  Indians,  with  a  galling  and  destructive  fire; 
Coloneh Carroll,  who  ordered  the  charge,  led  on  the  pursuit^ 
and  colonel  Hlggins  and  his  regiment  again  distinguished 
themselves. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Coffee  was  contending  with  a  su- 
perior force  of  the  enemy.  The  Indians  whom  I  had  ordered 
to  his  support,  and  who  had  Set  out  for  the  patpose,  hearini 
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the  firing  on  the  left,  had  returned  to  that  quarter,  and  when 
the  enemy  were  routed  there  entered  into  the  ^ase*  That 
being  now  over,  I  forthwith  ordered  Jim  Fife,  who  was  one 
of  the  principal  commanders  of  the  frien41y  Creeks,  with  100 
of  his  warriors,  to  execute  my  first  order;  so  soon  as  he 
reached  general  CofFt^e,  the  charge  was  made  and  the  enemy 
routed:  they  were  pursued  about  three  miles,  and  45  of  them 
slain,  who  were  found *.  General  Coffee  was  wounded  in  the 
body,  and  his  aid-de-^amp,  A.  Donaldson,  killed,  together 
with  three  others.  Having  brought  in  and  buried  the  dead, 
and  dressed  the  wounded,  I  ordered  my  tamp  to  be  fortified, 
to  be  the  better  prepared  to  repel  any  attack  which  might  be  .j,* 
made  in  the  night;  determined  to  commence  a  return  march/  "y 
to  FortStrother  the  following  day.  Many  causes  concurred  tO"' 
make  sucli  a  measure  necessary:  as  I  had  not  set  out  prepared 
or  with  a  view  to  make  a  permanent  establishment,  I  consi- 
dered it  worse  than  useless  to  advance  and  destroy  an  empty 
encampment. 

I  had,  indeed,  hoped  to  have  met  the  enemy  there,  but 
having  met  and  beaten  them  a  little  sooner,  I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  or  prudent  to  proceed  any  farthen  not  necessary, 
because  I  had  accomplished  all  I  could  expect  to  effect  by 
marching  to  their  encampment;  and  because  if  it  was  propek* 
to  contend  with  and  weaken  their  forces  spU  farther,  this  ob- 
ject would  be  more  certainly  attained  by  commencing  a  re- 
turn, which,  having  to  them  the  appearance  of  a  retreat, 
would  inspire  them  to  pursue  me.  Not  prudent,  because  of 
the  number  of  my  wounded;  of  the  reinforcements  from  be- 
low, which  the  enemy  might  be  expected  to  receive;  of  the 
starving  condition  of  m\  horses,  they  having  had  neither 
com  nor  cane  for  two  days  and  nights;  of  the  scarcity  of  sup- 
plies for  my  men,  the  Indians  who  joined  me  at  Talladega 
having  drawn  none,  and  being  wholly  destitute;  and  because, 
if  the  enemy  pursued  me,  as  it  was  likely  they  would,  the 
diversion  in  favour  of  general  Floyd  would  be  the  more  com- 
plete and  effectual.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  I  com- 
menced my  return  march  at  half  after  10  on  the  2dd,  and  was 
fortunate  enough  to  reach  Enotachopco  before  night,  haying 
passed  without  interruption  a  dangerous  defile,  occasioned  by 
a  hurricane.  I  again  fortified  my  camp,  and  having  another 
defile  to  pass  in  the  morning,  across  a  deep  creek,  and  between 
two  hills,  which  I  had  viewed  with  attention  as  I  passed  on, 
and  where  I  expected  I  might  be  attacked,  I  determined  to 
pass  it  at  another  point,  and  gave  directions  to  my  guide  and 
fatigue  men  accordingly.  My  expectation  of  an  attack  in  the 
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morning  was  increased  by  the  signs  of  the  night,  and  with  it 
my  caution,  ^t  fore  I  moved  the  wounded  from  the  interior 
of  my  camp,  1  had  my  front  and  rear  guards  formed,  as  well 
as  m\  right  and  left  columns,  and  moved  off  my  centre  in  re- 
gular order,  leading  down  a  handsome  ridge  to  Enotachopco 
creek,  at  a  point  where  it  was  clear  of  reed,  except  imme* 
diately  on  its  margin.  I  had  prt^viously  issued  a  general  order, 
pointing  out  the  manner  in  which  tl\^men  should  be  formed 
in  the  event  of  an  attack  on  the  front  or  rear,  or  im  the  flanks, 
and  had  particularly  cautioned  the  officers  to  halt  and  form 
accordingly,  the  instant  the  word  should  be  given. 

1  he  front  guard  had  crossed  with  part  of  the  flank  columns, 
^the  wounded  were  over,  and  the  artillery  in  the  act  of  enter- 
ing the  creek,  when  an  alarm  gun  was  heard  in  the  rear.  I 
heard  it  without  surprise,  and  even  with  pleasure,  calculating 
with  the  utmost  confidence  on  the  firmness  of  my  troops, 
from  the  manner  in  which  I  had  seen  them  acton  uc  22dm  I 
had  placed  colonel  Carroll  at  the  head  of  the  centime  column  of 
the  rear-guard:  its  right  column  was  commanded  by  colonel 
Perkins,  and  its  left  by  colonel  Stump.   Having  chosen  the 
ground,  I  expected  there  to  have  entirely  cutofl^  the  enemy  by 
wheeling  the  right  and  left  columns  on  their  pivots,  recross- 
ing  the  cret- k  above  and  below,  and  falling  in  upon  their  flanks 
and  rear.  But  to  my  astonishment  and  mortification,  when 
the  word  was  given  by  colonel  Carroll  to  halt  and  fprm,  tod 
a  few  guns  had  been  fired,  I  beheld  the  right  and  left  co- 
lumns of  the  rear  guard  precipitately  give  way.  This  shame- 
ful retreat  was  disastrous  in  tht-  extrenre;  it  drew  along  with 
it  the  greater  part  of  the  centre  column,  leaving  not  more 
than  twent)  -five  mt- n,  who  being  formed  by  colonel  CarroO, 
maintained  their  ground  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to  mam- 
tain  it,  and  it  brought  consternation  and  confusion  into  the  cen- 
tre of  the  army;  a  consternation  which  was  not  easily  re- 
moved, and  a  confusion  which  could  not  soon  be  restored  to 
order.    There  was  then  left  to  repulse  the  enemy,  the  few 
who  remained  of  the  rear  guard,  the  artillery  company,  and 
captain  RusselFs  company  of  spies.  They  however  reidiaed 
and  exceeded  my  highest  expectations.    Lieutenant  Arm- 
strong;, who  commanded  the  artillery  company  in  the  absence 
of  captain  Dcadrick  (confined  by  sickness),  ordered  them 
to  form  and  advance  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  whilst  he  and  a 
few  others  dragged  up  the  six-pounder.  Never  was  more 
bravery  displayed  than  on  this  occasion.  Amidst  the  most 
galling  fire  from  the  enemy,  more  than  ten  times  their  num- 
ber, t^ey  ascended  the  hill  and  maiotained  their  position  on* 
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til  their  piece  was  hauled  up,  when,  having  lei^lled  it,  they 
poured  upon  the  enemy  a  fire  of  grape,  reloaded  and  fired 
again,  charged  and  repulsed  them. 

The  mbst  deliberate  bravery  was  displayed  by  Constantinc 
Perkins  and  Craven  Jackson  of  the  artillery,  acting  as  gun- 
ners. In  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  in  separating  the  gun 
from  the  limbers,  the  rammer  and  picker  of  the  cannon  were, 
left  tied  to  the  limber.  No  sooner  was  this  discovered,  than 
Jackson,  amidst  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  pulled  out  the 
ramrod  of  his  musket  and  used  it  as  a  picker;  primed  with  a 
cartridge  and  fired  the  cannon.  Perkins,  having  pulled  off  his 
bayonet,  used  his  musket  as  a  rammer,  drove  down  the  cartf*  ' 
ridge;  and  Jackson,  using  his  former  plan,  again  discharged 
her.  'llic  brave  lieutenant  Armstrong,  just  aftei*  the  first  fire, 
of  the  cannon,  with  captain  Hamilton,  of  E.Tennessee,  Brad- 
ford, and  M^Govock,  all  fell,  the  lieutenant  exclaiming  as 
he  lay,  "  my  brave  fellows,  some  of  you  may  fall,  but  you 
must  save  the  x^annon.'*  About  this  time,  a  number  crossed 
the  creek  and  entered  into  the  chace.  The  brave  captain  Gor- 
don of  the  spies,  who  had  rushed  from  the  front,  endeavour- 
ed to  turn  the.  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  in  which  he  partially 
succeeded,  and  colonel  Carroll,  colonel  Higgins,  and  captains 
Elliot  and  Pipkins  pursued  the  enemy  for  more  than  ^o 
miles,  who  fled  in  consternation,  throwing  away  their  packs,  / 
and  leaving  26  of  their  warriors  dead  on  the  field.  This  last 
defeat  was  decisive,  ^nd  we  were  no  more  disturbed  by  their' 
yells.  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  feelings  if  I  omitted  to 
mention  that  the  venerable  judge  Cocke,  at  the  age  of  65,  en- 
tered into  the  engagement^  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  ene- 
my with  youthful  ardour,  and  saved  the  life  of  a  fellow-sjl- 
dier  by  killing  his  savage  aiitagonist. 

Oiir  loss  in  this  affair  was  -«—  killed  and  wounded;  among 
the  former  was  the  brave  captain  Hamilton,  from  East  1  en- 
nessee,  who  had,  with  his  aged  father  and  two  others  of  his 
company,  after  the  period  of  his  engagement  had  expired, 
volunteered  his  services  for  this  excursion,  and  attached  him« 
self  to  the  artillery  company.  No  man  ever  fought  more 
bravely  or  died  more  gloriously;  and  by  his  side  fell  with 
equal  bravery  and  glory,  Bird  Evans,  of  the  same  company. 
Captain  Quarles,  who  commanded  the  centre  column  of  the 
rear  guard,  preferring  death  to  the  abandonment  of  his  post, 
having  taken  a  firm  stand,  in  which  he  was  followed  by  25  of 
his  men,  received  a  wound  in  his  head,  of  which  he  hais  since 
died. 

In  these  several  engagements  our  loss  was  20  killed  and  75 
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wounded,  foar  of  whom  have  since  died.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained;  189  of  their  warriors 
were  found  dead^  but  this  must  fall  considerably  short  of  the 
number  really  killed.  Hieir  wounded  can  only  be  guessed  at. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  retreat  of  the  rearguard 
in  the  affair  of  the  24th  instant,  I  think  I  could  safely  hz\% 
said,  that  no  army  of  militia  ever  acted  with  more  cool  and  . 
jdeliberate  braver^';  undisciplined  and  inexperienced  as  they 
were,  their  conduct  in  the  several  engagements  of  the  2Sd 
could  not  have  been  surpassed  by  regulars.  No  men  ever 
met  the  approach  of  an  enemy  with  more  intrepidity,  or  re- 
pulsed them  with  more  energy.  On  the^4th,  after  the  retreat 
of  the  rear  guard,  they  seemed  to  have  lost  all  their  coSect* 
■  edness,  and  were  more  difficult  to  be  restored  to  order  than 
any  troops  I  have  ever  seen.  But  this  was  no  doubt  owing  in 
a  great  measure  or  altogether  to  that  very  retreat,  and  ought 
rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of  conduct  in  many  of  their 
officers  than  to  any  cowardice  in  the  men,  who  on  every  oc- 
casion have  manifested  a  willingness  to  perform  their  duty 
«o  far  as  they  knew  it.  ^  . 

All  the  efJFects  which  were  designed  to  be  produced  by  this 
excursion,  it  is  btflieved  have  been  produced.  If  an  attack 
wa3  meditated  against  fort  Armstrong,  that  has  been  preven- 
ted. If  general  Floyd  isoperatitig  on  the  east  side  of  die  Tal- 
lapoosee,  as  I  suppose  him  to  be,  a  most  fortunate  diversion 
has  been  made  in  his  favour.  The  number  of  the  enemy  ho 
been  diminished,  and  the  confidence  they  may  have  derived 
from  the  delays  I  have  been  made  to  experience^  has  beta 
destroyed.  Discontent  has  been  kept  out  of  my  army,  wKk 
the  troops  who  would  have  been  exposed  to  it  have  been  benefi- 
cially employed.  The  enemy's  country  has  been  explored,  and 
a  road  cut  to  the  point  where  their  force  will  probably  be  con- 
centrated when  they  shall  be  driven  from  the  country  below. 
But  in  a  report  of  this  kind,  and  to  you  who  will  immediatdj 
perceive  them,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  the  happy  conse- 
quences which  may  be  expected  to  result  from  this  excursion. 
Unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  it  will  be  found  to  have  has- 
tened the  termination  of  the  Creek  war,  more  than  any  mea- 
Bure  I  could  have  taken  with  the  troops  under  my  command. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  ' 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major-general* 
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Cop^  of  a  letter  from  Bripradier-General  Floyd^  to  Major -Ge- 
neral Pinckney^  dated  Camp  Defiance  (48  miles  west  of 
Chatahouchie)^  January  27 y  18i4* 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that  this 
morning  at  20  minutes  past  5  o'clock,  a  ven'  large  body  of  hos- 
tile Indians  made  a  desperate  attack  upon  the  army  under  my 

command.  They  stole  upon  the  sentinels,  fired  on  them,  and 
with  great  impetuosity  rushed  upon  our  line.  In  20  minutes 
the  action  became  general,  and  our  front,  right,  and  left  flanks 
were  closely  pressed,  but  the  brave  and  gallant  conduct  of 
the  field  and  line  officers,  and  the  firmness  of  the  men,  re- 
pelled them  at  every  point. 

The  steady  firmness,  and  incessant  fire  of  captain  Tho- 
mas's artillery,  and  captain  Adam^  riflemen,  preserved  our 
front  lines;  both  of  these  companies  Isuffered  gready.  The 
enemy  rushed  within  thirty  yards  of  the  artillery,  and  cap- 
tain Broadnax,  .who  commanded*  one  of  the  picket  guards, 
maintained  his  post  with  great  bravery,  until  the  enemy  gain- 
ed his  rear,  and  then  cut  his  way  through  them  to  the  army-— 
on  this  occasion,  Timpooche  Barnard,  a  half  breed,  at  the 
head  of  the  Uchies,  distinguished  himself,  and  contributed 
to  the  retreat  of  the  picket  guard;  the  other  friendly  Indians 
•took  refuge  within  our  lines,  and  remained  inactive,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  who  joined  our  ranks— as  soon  as  it  be- 
came light  enough  to  distinguish  objects,  I  ordered  majors 
Watson's  and  Freeman's  battalions  to  wheel  up  at  right  an- 
gles with  majors  Booth^s  and  Cleveland's  battalions  (who 
formed  the  right  wing),  to  prepare  for  the  charge.  Captain 
Duke  Hamilton's  cavalry  (who  had  reached  me  but  the  day 
before)  was  ordered  to  form  in  the  rear  of  the  right  wing,  to 
act  as  circumstances  should  dictate.  The  order  for  the  charge 
was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  enemy  fled  in  every  direc- 
tion before  the  bayonet.  The  signal  was  given  for  the  charge 
of  the  cavalry,  who  pursued  and  sabred  fifteen  of  the  ene 
my,  who  left  37  dead  on  the  field — from  the  effusion  of  blood 
and  the  number  of  head-dresses'  and  war-clubs  found  in  va- 
rious directions,  their  loss  must  have  been  considerable,  in- 
dependent of  their  wounded. 

'  I  directed  the  friendly  Indians,  with  Merriwethers  and 
Ford's  rifle  companies,  accormpanied  by  captain  Hamilton's 
troop,  to  pursue  them  through  Caulebee  swamp,  where  they 
were  trailed  by  their  blood,  but  they  succeeded  in  overtai^mg 
but  one  of  the  wounded. 

VOL.  TV.  [M  ml 
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Colonel  Newman  received  three  balls  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  which  deprived  me  of  the  services  of 
that  gallant  and  useful  officer.  The  assistant  adjutant-gene- 
ral Hardin  was  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  dutjr, 
and  rendered  important  strvices;  his  horse  was  wounded  un- 
der him.  The  whole  of  the  staff  were  prompt,  and  discharged 
their  duty  with  courage  and  fidelity.  Their  vigilance,  the  in- 
trepidity of  the  officers  and  firmness  of  the  men,  meet  my 
approbation,  and  deserve  the  praise  of  their  country. 

I  have  to  regret  the  death  of  many  of  my  brave  fellows, 
who  have  found  honourable  graves,  in  the  voluntary  support 
of  their  country. 

My  aid-de-camp,  in  executing  my  orders,  had  Ws  horse 
killed  under  him;  general  Lee  and  major  Pace,  who  actedas 
additional  aids,  rendered  me  essential  services,  with  honour 
to  themselves;  and  usefulness  to  the  cause  in  which  they  have 
embarked.  Four  waggon  and  several  other  horses  were  killed, 
and  two  of  the  artillery  horses  wounded.  While  I  deplore 
the  loss  sustained  on  this  occasion,  I  have  the  consolauon 
to  know,  that  the  men  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  com* 
mand  have  done  their  duty.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  Kst 
of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
most  repectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-general, 
Total  killed,  17;  total  wounded,  132. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  WILLIAMSON, 

Ifospital'Surgeon* 

N.  B.  One  of  the  wounded  since  dead — 5  of  the  friendfy 
Indians  killed,  15  wounded. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major 'General  Jackson  to  Major-Gent" 
ral  Pinckney^  dated  on  the  battle  ground^  in  the  bend  of  the 
Talapooste^  2Sth  March^  1814. 
Sir, 

I  feel  peculiarly  happy  in  being  able  to  communicate  to  you 
the  fortunate  eventuation  of  my  expedition  t;.o  the  Talapoosie. 
I  reached  the  bend  near  Emucfau  (called  by  the  whites  the 
Horse  Shoe),  about  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  yesterday, 
where  I  found  the  strength  of  the  neighbouring  towns  col- 
lected; expecting  our  approach,-  they  had  gathered  in  from 
Oakfuskee,  Oakchaga,  New  Yaucau,  Hillibees,  the  Fish  Pond, 
and  Enfaulee  towns,  to  the  number  it  is  said  of  1000.  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  a  situation  more  eligible  for  defence  than 
they  had  chosen,  or  one  rendered  more  secure  by  the  skill 
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'with  which  they  had  erected  their  breast- work.  It  was  from 
five  to  eight  feet  high,  and  extended  across  the  point  in  such 
a  direction,  as  that  a  force  approaching  it  would  be  exposed 
to  a  double  fire,  while  they  lay  in  perfect  security  behind.  A 
cannon  planted  atone  extremity  could  have  raked  it  to  no  ad- 
vantage. 

Determining  to  exterminate  them,  I  detached  General  Cof- 
fee with  the  mounted  m^n  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Indian 
force  early  on  the  morning, of  yesterday,  to  cross  the  river.,, 
about  two  miles  below  their  encampment,  and  to  surround 
the  bend. in  such  a  manner,  as  that  none  of  chem  should  es- 
cape by  attempting  to  cross  the  river. 

With  the  infantry  I  proceeded  slowly  and  in  order  along 
the  point  of  land  which  led  to  the  front  of  their  breast-work; 
having  planted  my  cannon  (one  six  and  one  three-pounder) 
on  an  eminence  at  the  distance  of  150  to  200  yards  from  it, 
I  opened  a  very  brisk  fire,  playing  upon  the  enemy  with  the 
muskets  and  rifles  whenever  they  shewed  themselves  beyond  ' 
it;  this  was  kept  up,  with  short  interruptions,  for  about  two 
hours,  when  a  part  of  the  Indian  force,  and  captain  Kussell's 
and  lieutenant  Bean's  companies  of  spies,  who  had  accom- 
panied general  Coffee,  crossed  over  in  caiwes  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  bend,  and  set  fire  to  a  few  of  the  buildings  which 
were  there  situated;  they  then  advance  d  with  great  gallantry 
towards  the  breast- work,  and  commenced  a  spirited  fire  up- 
on the  enemy  behind  it.  Finding  that  this  force,  notwith- 
standing the  bravery  they  display  ed,  was  wholly  insufficient 
to  dislodge  them,  and  that  general  Coffee  had  entirely  secured 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  I  now  determined  to  take  their 
works  by  storm.  The  men  by  whom  this  was  to  be  eflFectcd 
had  been  waiting  with  impatience  to  receive  their  order,  and 
hailed  it  with  acclamation. 

The  spirit  which  animated  them  was  a  sure  augury  of  the 
success  which  was  to  follow.  The  history  of  warfare  I  think 
furnishes  few  instances  of  a  more  brilliant  attack— .the  re- 
gulars, led  on  by  their  intrepid  and  skilful  commander  colo- 
nel Williams,  and  by  the  gallant  n^ajor  Montgomery,  soon 
gained  possession  of  the  works,  in  the  midst  of  a  most  tre» 
mendous  fire  from  behind  themi  and  the  militia  of  the  vene- 
rable general  Dbherty*s  brigade  accompanied  them  in  the 
charge  with  a  vivacity  and  firmness  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  regulars.  The  enemy  were  completely  routed.-— 
Five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  were  left  dead  on  the  peninsu- 
la, and  a  great  number  of  them  were  killed  by  the  horsemen 
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in  attemptiDg  to  cross  the  river;  it  is  believed  that  no  more 
than  ten  had  escaped. 

Tht  fighting  continued  with  some  severity  above  five  hours, 
but  we  continued  to  destroy  manv  of  tnem  who  had  concealed 
themselves  under  the  banks  of  the  river  until  we  were  pre- 
vented bv  the  nigh:.  This  morn  in  q;  we  killed  16  which  had 
been  concealed.  We  took  250  prisoners,^ll  women  and  chil- 
dren except  two  or  three.  Our  Iols  is  106  wounded  and  26 
.killi  d.  Major  M*Intosh  (the  Cowetan)  who  joined  my  army 
with  a  part  of  his  tribe,  greatly  distinguished  himself.  When 
I  get  an  hour*s  leisure  I  will  send  you  a  more  detailed  ac- 
count. 

According  to  my  original  purpose,  I  commebc^d  my  re- 
turn march  to  Fort  Williams'  to-day,  and  shall,  if  I  find  suf- 
ficient supplies  there,  hasten  to  the  Hickorj^  Ground.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  is,  I  think,  for  ever  broken. 

I  send  you  a  hasty  sketch,  taken  by  the  eye,  of  the  situa- 
tion on  which  the  enemy  were  encamped,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  I  approached  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major-generals 
Major-general  Pinckney.  , 


REPULSE  OF  THE  BRITISH  AT  MOBILE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Lawrence  ^to  Major '•General  Jack' 
son^  dated  Fort  Bowyer J  September  15,  1814,  12  o'clock  at 

After  writing  the  inclosed,  I  was  prevented  by  the  appnfach 
of  the  enemy  from  sendii.g  it  by  a|^  express.  At  meridian 
they  were  under  full  sail,  ^  ith  an  easy  and  favourable  breeze, 
standing  directly  for  the .  <  rt,  and  at  4,  P.  M.,  we  opened  our 
battery,  which  was  returned  in^m  twr)  ships  and  two  brigs, 
as  they  approached.  The  action  becanne  general  at  about  20 
minutes  past  4,  and  was  continued  without  intermission  on 
either  side  until  7,  when  one  ship  and  two  brigs  were  com- 
ptriied  to  retire.  The  leading  ^hip,  supposrd  to  be  the  com* 
modore,  mounting  twenty-iwo  thirty-two-pound  curonades, 
having  anchored  nearest  our  battery,  was  so  much  disabled,  her 
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cable  being  cut  by  our  shot,  that  she  drifted  on  shore,' within 
600  yards  of  the  battery,  and  the  other  vessels  having  got  out 
of  our  reach,  we  kept  such  a  tremendous  fire  upon  her  that 
she  was  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  the  few  of  the  crew  who 
survived.  At  10,  P.  M.,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the 
explosion  of  her  magazine.  The  loss  of  lives  on  board  must 
have  been  immense,  as  we  are  certain  no  boats  left  her  ex- 
cept three,  which  had  pA-viously  gone  to  her  assistance,  and 
one  of  these  I  believe  wgis  sunk;  in  fact,  one  of  her  boats  was  > 
burned  along  side  of  her. 

The  brig  that  followed  her  I  am  certain  was  much  damaged 
both  in  hull  and  rigging.  The  other  two  did  not  approach 
near  enough  to  be  so  much  injured^  but  I  am  confident  they 
did  not  escape,  as  a  well-directed  fire  was  kept  on  them  dur^ 
ing  the  whole  time. 

During  the  action  a  battery  of  a  twelve-pounder  and  a 
ft>wi{zer  was  opened  on  our  rear,  but  without  doing  any  ex- 
ecution; and  was  silenced  by  a  few  shot.  Our  loss  is  four  pri- 
vates killed  and  five  privates  wounded. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  action  the  flag-staff  was  shot 
away;  but  the  flag  was  immediately  hoisted  on  a  sponge  staff 
over  the  parapet.  While  the  flag  was  down  the  enemv  kept 
up  their  most  incessant  and  tremendous  fire;  the  men  were 
withdrawn  from  the  curtains  and  north-east  bastion,  as  the 
enemy's  own  shot  completely  protected  our  rear,  except  the  . 
position  they  had  chosen  for  their  battery. 

Where  all  behaved  well  it  is  unnecessary  to  discriminate. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty— the  Whole 
behaved  with  that  cbolness  and  intrepidity  which  is  charac- 
teristic of.  the  true  American,  and  which  could  scarcely  have 
been  expected  from  men  most  of  whom  had  never  seen  an 
enemy,  and  were  now  for  the  first  time  exposed  for  nearly 
three  hours  to  a  force  nearly  or  quite  four  guns  to  one. 

We  fired  during  the  action  between  four  and  five  hundred 
guns,  most  of  them  double-shotted,  and  after  the  first  half 
hour  but  few  missed  an  effect. 

September  16th^  11  ^ clocks  A.  M. 
Upon  an  examination  of  our  battery,  this  morning,  we  find 
upwards  of  300  shot-holes  in  the  inside  of  the  north  and  east 
curtains,  and  north-east  bastion  of  all  calibres,from  musket-balls 
to  thirty-two-pound  shot.  In  the  north-east  bastion  there  were 
three  guns  dismounted;  one  of  which,  a  four-pounder,  was 
broken  off  near  the  trunnions  by  a  thirty-two-pound  shot, 
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and  another  much  battered.  I  regret  to  say  that  both  the 
twentv-four-pounders  are  cracked  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
render  them  unfit  for  service.         * 

I  am  informrd  by  two  deserters  from  the  land  force,  who 
have  just  art  ived  here,  and  whom  I  send  for  your  disposal, 
that  a  reinforce m'ent  is  expected,  when  they  will  doubdess 
endeavour  to  wipe  off  the  stain  of  yesterday. 

If  you  will  send  the  Amelia  down,w;e  may  probably  save 
most  or  all  of  the  ship's  guns,  as  her  wreck  is  lying  in  six  or 
seven  feet  water,  and  some  of  them  are  just  covered.  They 
will  not,  however,  answer  for  the  fort,  as  they  are  too  short. 

By  the  deserters,  we  learn  that  the  ship  we  have  destroyed 
was  the  Hermes,  but  her  commander's  name  they  did  not 
recollect.  It  was  the  commodore,  and  doubdess  fell  on  his 
quarter-deck,  as  we  had  a  raking  fire  upon  it  at  about  two 
hundred  yards  distance  for  some  time. 

To  captain  Sands,  who  will  have  the  honour  of  handidf 
you  this  despatch,  I  refer  you  for  a  more  particular  account 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  than  may  be  contained  in- 
my  letters;  his  services  both  before  and  during  the  action  were 
of  great  importance,  and  I  consider  fully  justify  me  in  hav« 
ing  detained  him.  Captain  Walsh  and  several  men  were 
much  burned  by  the  accidcnial  explosion  of  two  or  three 
cartridges.  They  are  not  included  in  the  list  of  wounded 
heretofore  given. 

'I'he  enemy *s  fleet,  this  morning  at  day-break,  were  atan^ 
chor  in  the  channel  about  four  miles  from  the  ifort;  shordy 
after  It  got  under  way  and  stood  to  sea;  after  passing  the  baur 
they  hove  too,  and  boats  have  been  ccmstandy  passing  be* 
tween  the  disabled  brig  and  the  others.  I  presume  the  for- 
mer is  so  much  injured  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  lighten 
her. 

Fifteen  minutes  after  1,  P.  M. — ^The  whole  fleet  have  this 
moment  made  sail,  and  are  standing  to  sea. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WM.  LAWRENCE. 
Major 'general  Andrew  Jackson^  commanding 
seventh  military  district* 


4 


OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS.  [279 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  BARRATARIA. 

Copies  of  letters  from  Commodore  Patterson  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy^  dated  New  Orleans^  10th  October^  1814. 
Sir^ 

I  have  very  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  to  you,  that  the 
contemplated  expedition  aj^ainst  the  pirates,  so  long  and 
strongly  established  among  the  western  islands  and  waters  of 
this  state,  of  which  I  had  the  hoijour  to  inform  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  lOih  ultimo,  has  terminated  in  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  all  their  vessels  in  port,  their  establishments  on 
the  island  of  Grand  Terre,  Grand  Isle,  and  Cheniere  Ca- 
minada,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  band  themselves.  The 
succesful  issue  of  this  attack  upon  them  will,  I  trust,  prevent 
their  ever  collecting  again  in  force  sufficient  to  injure  the 
commerce  of  this  state. 

The  force  of  the  pirates  was  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
mounted,  of  different  calibres,  and,  as  I  have  learned  since 
my  arrival,  from  eight  hundrt* d  to  one  thousand  men  of  all 
nations  and  colours. 

I  have  brought  with  me  to  this  city  six  fine  schooners  and 
one  felucca,  cruizers  and  prizes  of  the  pirates,  and  one  arm- 
ed schooner  under  Carthagenian  colours  found  in  company 
and  ready  to  oppose  the  force  under  my  command. 

'  Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  detailed  account 
of  this  expedition,  which,  I  hope,  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
the  department,  as  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lafitte,  the 
chief  of  the  pirates,  to  captain  Lockyer,  of  H.  fi.  M.  brig 
Sophia,  which  forms  the  conclusion  of  a  correspondence  en- 
tered into  between  the  English  commanders  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  Floridas,  and  the  pirates,  copies  of  which 
his  excellency  governor  Claiborne  informs  me  he  transmit- 
ted to  the  department  of  state.  This  correspondence  shows 
the  importance  of  the  expedition,  and  the  important  species 
of  force  we  have  prevented  the  enemy's  receiving  by  their 
proposed  alliance  with  the  pirates,  and  added  to  our  own. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  consideration  and  res- 
pect, your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

The  honourable  William  Jones^ 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 

Sir,  New  Orleans^  October  lOM,  1813.  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  departed  from  this 
city  on  the  llthjultimo,  accompanied  by  colonel  Ross,  with 
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a  detachment  of  sev<yity  of  the  44th  regiment  of  infantry,  on 
the  12th  reached  the  schooner  Carolina,  at  Plaqueminc,  and 
formed  a  junction  with  the  gun-vessels  at  the  Balize  on  the 
13th,  sailed  from  tht*  south-west  pass  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  and  at  half  pasi  8,  A.  M.,  on  the  16th,  made  the  island 
of  Grand  Ten  e  (Barrataria),  and  discovered  a  number  of 
vessels  in  the  harbour,  some  of  which  showed  Carthagenain 
colours.  At  9  perceived  the  pirates  forming  their  vessels,  ten 
in  number,  iiiduding  prizes,  into  a  line  of  battle  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour,  and  muking  ever\^  preparation  to  offer 
me  batde;  at  10,  wind  light  and  variable,  formed  the  order  of 
battle  withtlie  six  gun-vessels,  viz.  Nos.  5,  23,156,162,163, 
and  65,  the  Seahorse  tender,  mounting  one  six-pounder  and 
fifteen  men,  and  a  launch  mounting  one  twelve-pound  car- 
ronade;  the  schooner  Carolina  drawing  too  much  water  to 
cross  the  bar;  at  half  past  10  perceived  several  smokes  along 
the  coast  as  signals,  and  at  the  same  time  a  white  flag  hoisted 
on  board  a  schooner,  at  the  fore,  an  American  flag  at  the 
main-mast  head,  and  a  Carthagenian  flag  (under  which  the 
pirates  cruize)  at  her  topping  lift;  replied  with  a  white  flag 
at  my  main;  at  11  discovered  that  the  pirates  had  fired  twoof 
their  best  schooners;  hauled  down  my  white  flag  and  made  the 
signal  for  battle,  hoisting  with  it  a  large  white  flag  bearing 
the  words  *'  pardon  to  deserters,"  having  heard  there  were 
a  number  from  the  army  and  navy  there,  who  wished  to  re-* 
turn  if  assured  of  pardon,  and  which  the  president's  procla- 
mation offered  till  the  17th.  At  a  quarter  pastil  gun-vessels 
No.  23  and  156  (the  latter  bearing  my  pendant)  grounded, 
apd  were  pissed  agreeably  to  my  previous  order,  by  the  other 
four  which  entered  the  harbour;  manned  my  barge  and  the 
boats  belonging  to  the  grounded  vessels,  and  proceeded  in, 
when  to  my  great  disappointment  I  perceived  that  the  pirates 
had  abandoned  their  vessels,  and  were  flying  in  boats,  in  all 
directions.  I  immediately  sent  the  launch  and  two  gun-bar- 
ges with  small  boats  in  pursuit  of  them;  at  meridian  took  pos- 
session of  all  their  vessels  in  the  harbour,  consisting  of  six 
scnooners  and  one  felucca,  cruizers  and  prizes  of  the  pirates, 
one  brig,  a  prize,  and  two  armed  schooners  under  the  Cartha- 
genian flag,  both  in  the  line  of  baitle,  with  the  armed  vessels 
of  the  pirates,  and  apparently  with  an  intention  to  aid  them 
in  any  resistance  they  might  make  against  me,  as  their  crews 
were  at  quarters,  tompions  out  of  their  guns,  and  matches 
lighted.  Colonel  Ross  at  the  same  time  landed,  and  with  his 
command  took  possession  of  their  establishment  on  the  shore, 
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consisting  of  about  forty  houses  of  different  sizes,  badly  con- 
structed, and  thatched  with  palmetto  leaves. 

When  I  perceived  the  enemy  forming  their  vessels  into  a 
line  of  battle,  I  felt  confident,  from  their  number  and  advan- 
,  tageous  position,  and  their  number  of  men,  that  they  would 
have  fought  me;  their  not  doing  so  I  regret;  for  had  they,  I 
should  have  been  enabled  more  effectually  to  destroy  or  make 
prisoners  of  them  and  their  leaders;  but  it  is  a  subject  of  great 
satisfaction  to  me,  to  have  effected  the  object  of  my  enter- 
prize,  viz.  capturing  all  their  vessels  in  port,  and  dispersing 
the  band  without  having  one  of  my  brave  fellows  hurt. 

The  enemy  had  mounted  on  their  vessel?  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon  of  different  calibre;  and,  as  I  have  since  learnt,  from 
800  to  1000  men,  of  all  nations  and  colours. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  Carolina  at  anchor, 
about  five  miles  distant,  made  the  signal  of  a  ^^  strange  sail 
hi  sight  to  the  eastward;"  immediately  after,  she  weighed 
anchor,  and  gave  chase,  the  strange  sail  standing  for  Grand 
Terre,  with  all  sail;  at  half  past  8  the  chase  hauling  her  wind 
off  shore  to  escape;  sent  acting-lieutenant  Robert  Spedden 
with  four  boats  manned  and  armed  to  prevent  her  passing  the 
harbour;  at  9,  A.  M.,  the  chase  fired  upon  the  Carolina^ 
which  was  returned;  each  vessel  continued  firing  during  the 
chase,  when  their  long  guns  could  reach;  at  10  the 'chase 
grounded  outside  the  bar,  at  which  time  the  Carolina  was, 
from  the  shoalness  of  the  water,  obliged  to  haul  her  wind  off 
shore,  and  give  up  the  chase;  opened  a  fire  upon  the  chase 
across  the  island  from  the  gun-vessels;  at  half  past  10  she 
hauled  down  her  colours,  and  was  taken  possession  of  by 
lieutenant  Spedden;  she  proved  to  be  the  armed  schooner 
called  the  General  Bolivar,  under  the  Carthagenian  ,flag;  by 
grounding  she  broke  both  her  rudder  pintles,  and  made  wa- 
ter; hove  her  off  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  at  day-light  on 
the  21st  sent  out  a  small  prize  schoon,er  to  lighten  her,  took 
from  her  her  armament,  consisting  of  one  long  brass  eigh- 
teen-pounder,  one  long  brass  six-pounder,  two  twelve-pound 
carronades,  small  arms,  &c.  and  twenty-one  packages  of  dry  . 
goods,  and  brought  her  into  port;  and  as  I  could  not  wait  for 
the  repairs  necessary  for  her  rudder,  ordered  her  to  this  port 
for  adjudication.  I  am  well  convinced  that  she  is  one  of  the 
vessels  belonging  to,  or  connected  with  the  pirates,  as  signals 
of  recognition  for  her  were  found  on  board  one  of  the  pirate's 
cruizers,  and  at  the  time  she  was  discovered,  she  was  stand- 
ing directly  for  Grand  Terre,  which  she  still  endeavoured 
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to  gain,  after  being  chased  by  the  Carolina,  not  knowing  of 
our  being  in  possession  of  it;  she  firt- d  several  shots  at  the 
Carolina,  after  the  lattt-r  had  shown  her  colours. 

On  the  afternoon  of  »he  23d  got  under  wav,  with  the 
whole  squadron,  in  till  sivintet'u  vtsstls — ('out  during  the 
night  ont?  schooner  uiid  r  Carthagenian  colours  *.  s  •'.i-ed)— 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th  entered  the  south-west  pass  of 
this  river,  and  on  the  1st  instant  arrived  opposite  this  dty 
with  all  my  squadron. 

The  amcmnt  of  the  prizes  and  prizi- goods  will  probably  be 
considerable;  but  at  present  cannot  be  ascertained. 

Three  of  the  schooners  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  pub- 
lic service  on  this  station,  being  uncommonly  fleet  sailers  and 
light  draught  of  water,  and  would  be  of  infinite  public  utililjr* 
I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  commendation  of  the 
good  conduct  of  the  officers,  seamen,  a  d  maiines,  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  command;  nothing  could  exceed  the  zed 
shown  by  all  on  this  occasion. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  lieutenant  Louis  Alexis  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Shields,  purser,  for  gallantlv  leading  in,  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy;  the  former  in  the  Seahorse  tender;  and  the 
latter  in  the  launch,  when  they  had  every  reason  to  believe 
the  enemy  would  open  their  whole  battery  upon  them,  sup- 
ported bv  gun-vessel  No,  5,  astern  of  them,  commanded  by 
Mr.  J  i).  Ferris;  Mr.  Shields  very  handsomely  volunteered 
his  services  on  this  expedition,  and  has  from  his  being  a  sea- 
man rendered  me  great  assistance  in  taking  charge  of  and 
bringing  one 'of  the  prizes  to  this  city. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  C  Jones,  particularly  distinguish- 
ed himself  by  boarding  one  of  the  schooners  which  had  been 
fired,  and  extinguishing  the  fire  after  it  had  made  great  pro- 
gress; a  quantity  of  powder  being  left  in  her  open  cabin, evi- 
dently designed  to  blow  her  up;  he  is  also  with  lieutenant 
Norris,  and  acting-lieutenant  Thomas  S  Cunningham,  en- 
titled to  my  thanks  for  the  severe  duty  performed  by  themin 
open  boats  for  several  days  and  nights. 

Acting-lieutenant  Spedden  merits  particular  notice  for  the 
handsome  manner  in  which  he  led  the  boats  to  cut  off  the 
General  Bolivar,  and  afterwards  bringing  her  into  port. 

I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  lieutenant  Alexis,  acting-lieu- 
tenants Spedden  and  M'Kcever,  sailing-masters  }•  D.  Fc^ 
ris,  George  Ulrick,  and* William  Johnson,  for  their  inde&k- 
tigable  exertions  in  fitting  the  prizes  for  sea;  to  at;ting-liea- 
tenant  M'Keever,  also,  for  his  extreme  attention  to  the  diid^ 
devolving  on  him  from  my  pendant  being  hoisted  on  bpard 
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«  • 

No.  23,  under  his  command.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  seize  this 
opportunity  of  recommending  these  officers  to  your  particular 
notice,  and  to  solicit  a  confirmation  of  their  present  rank  foe 
acting-lieutenants  Robert  Spedden,  Isaac  M^Keever,  and 
Thomas  S.  Cunningham. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  yOu  that  the  most 
cordial  co-operation  of  colonel  Ross,  and  the  detachment  of 
his  regiment,  in  every  measure  adopted  or  duty  performed, 
the  utmost  harmony  existing  between  the  two  corps  during^ 
the  whole  expedition,  himself,  officers,  and  men  sharing  in 
every  enterprise  or  arduous  duty  where  their  services  could 
be  useful. 

Had  it  been  possible  for  the  Carolina  to  have  entered  the 
harbour,  or  prudent  to  have  drawn  her  officers  and  men  from; 
her,  when  anchored  in  an  open  roadstead,  and  where  I  had 
every  reason  to  expect  the  appearance  of  enemy  ^s  cruisers, 
I  should  have  derived  great  aid  from  captain  Henley,  his  of- 
ficers, and  crew,  who  all  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to 
partake  of  our  toils,  and  any  danger  there  might  be  to  en- 
counter. I  have  no  doubt  the  appearance  of  the  Carolina  m 
the  squadron  had  great  effect  upon  the  pirates. 

I  have  the  honour  ^o  be,  with  great  consideration  and  re- 
spect, vour  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

The  honourable  William  Jones^ 
secretary  of  the  navify  Washington* 


CAPTURE    OF  PENSACOLA. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Andrew  Jackson^  to  the 

Governor  of  Tennessee, 

Headquarters,  7th  Military  District^ 
Sir,  Te/isaw^  November  14,  1814. 

On  last  evening  I  returned  from  Pt-nsacola  to  this  place-^ 
I  reached  that  post  on  the  evening  of  ihe  6th.  On  my  ap- 
pt02Lch  sent  major  Pierfe  with  a  flag,  to  communicate  the  obf 
ject  of  my  visit  to  the  governor  ol  Pmsucola.  He  approached 
Fort  St.  George  with  his  flag  displayed,  and  was  fired  on  by 
the  cannon  from  the  fort — he  rctui  ned  and  made  a  report 
thereof  to  me.  I  immediately  went  with  the  adjutant-gene- 
ral and  the  mejor  with,  a  small  escort,  and  viewed  the  fort, 
and  found  it  defended  by  both  British  and  Spanish  troops. 
I  immediately  determined  to  ttform  the  towni  retired  and  en- 
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camped  my  troops  for  the  night,  and  made  the  necessary  ar* 
rangements  to  carry  my  determination  into  effect  the  next 
day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  I  marched  with  the  effective 
regulars  of  the  3d,  39th,  and  44th  infantry,  part  of  general 
Coffee*s  brigade,  the  Mississippi  dragoons,  and  part  of  the 
West  Tennessee  regiment,  commanded  by  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Hammonds  (colonel  Lowry  having  deserted  and  gone 
home),  and  part  of  the  Choctaws  led  by  major  Blue,  of  the 
39th,  and  major  Kennedy  of  Mississippi  territory.  Being  en- 
camped on  the  west  of  the  town,  I  calculated  they  would  ex- 
pect the  assault  from  that  quarter,  and  be  prepared  to  rake 
me  from  the  fort,  and  the  British  armed  vessels,  seven  in 
number,  that  lay  in  the  bay.  To  cherish  this  idea  I  sent  out 
part  of  the  mounted  men  to  show  themselves  on  the  west, 
whilst  I  passed  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  undiscovered  to  the 
east  of  the  town.  When  I  appeared  within  a  mile,  I  was  in 
full  view.  My  pride  was  never  more  heightened  than  view- 
ing the  uniform  firmness  of  my  troops,  and  with  what  un- 
daunted courage  they  advanced,  with  a  strong  fort  ready  to 
assail  them  on  the  right,  seven  British  armed  vessels  on  the 
left,  strong  block-houses  and  batteries  of  cannon  in  their 
front,  but  they  still  advanced  with  unshaken  firmness,  enter- 
ed the  town,  when  a  battery  of  two  cannon  was  opened  upon 
the  centre  column^  composed  of  the  regulars,  with  ball  and 
grape,  and  a  shower  of  musketry  from  the  houses  and  gar- 
dens. The  battery  was  immediately  stormed  by  captain  Le- 
vall  and  company,  and  the  musketry  was  soon  silenced  by 
the  steady  and  well-directed  fire  of  the  regulars. 

The  governor  met  colonels  Williamson  and  Smith,  who 
led  the  dismounted  volunteers,  with  a  flag,  begged  for  mer- 
cy, and  surrendered  the  town  and  fort  unconditionally;  mer- 
cy was  granted,  and  protection  given  to  the  citizens  and  thegr 
property — and  still  Spanish  treachery  kept  us  out  of  posses- 
sion of  the  fort  until  nearly  12  o^clock  at  nigfit. 

Never  wa^  more  cool,  determined  bravery  displayed  by 
any  troops;  and  the  Choctaws  advanced  to  the  charge  with 
equal  bravery.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I  prepared  to 
march  and  storm  the  Barancas,  but  before  I  could  move  tre- 
mendous explosions  told  me  that  the  Barancas,  with  all  its  ap- 
pendages, was  blown  up.  I  despatched  a  detachment  of  two 
hundred  men  to  explore  it,  who  returned  in  the  night  with 
the  information  that  it  was  blowq^  jg^p,  all  the  combustible 
parts  burnt,  the  cannon  spiked  and  di^iiiounted,  except  two: 
this  being  the  case  I  determined  to  withdraw  my  troops,  bat 
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before  I  did  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  the  British  depart. 
Colonel  Nicholls  abandoned  the  fort  on  the  night  of  the  6th, 
and  betook  himself  to  his  shipping,  with  his  friend  captain 
Woodbine,  and  their  fed  friends. 

The  steady  firmness  of  my  troops  has  drawn  a  just  res- 
pect from  our  enemies.  It  has  convinced  the  Red  Sticks,  that 
they  have  no  strong  hold  or  protection,  only  in  the  friendship 
of  the  United  States — ^the  good  order  and  conduct  of  my 
troops  whilst  in  Pensacola,  has  convinced  the  Spaniards  of 
our  friendship,  and  our  prowess,  and  has  drawn  from  the 
citizens  an  expression,  that  our  Choctaws  are  more  civilized 
than  the  British. 

In  haste,  I  am,  respectfully,  sir, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-general^  commanding* 


AMERICAN    AND    BRITISH    ACCOUNTS     OF    THE    EXPEDITION 

AGAINST   NEW   ORLEANS.  ^ 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  jfone^ 
to  Captain  Daniel  T.  Patterson^  dated  New  Orleans^  12th 
March,  181^. 
Sir, 

Having  suflScientl)!  recovered  my  strength,  I  do  myself 
the  hohour  of  reporting  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  capture 
of  the  division  of  United  States^  gun-boats  late  under  my 
command. 

On  the  12th  December,  1814,  the  enemy's  fleet  off  Ship 
Island  had  increased  to  such  a  force  as  to  render  it  no  longer 
safe  or  prudent  for  me  to  continue  in  that  part  of  the  lakes 
with  the  small  force  which  I  commanded.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  gain  a  station  near  the  M alheureux  Islands  as  soon 
as  possible,  which  situation  would  better  enable  me  to  oppose 
a  further  penetration  of  the  enemy  up  the  lakes,  and  at  the 
same  time  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  retreating  to  the  Pe« 
tites  Coquilles,  if  necessary. 

At  10,  A.  M.,  on  the  13th,  I  discovered  a  large  flotilla  of 
barges  had  left  the  fleet  (shaping  their  course  towards  the 
Pass  Christian),  which  I  supposed  to  be  a  disembarkation  of 
troops  intending  to  land  at  that  place.  At  about  3,  P.  M.,  the 
enemy's  flotilla  having  gained  the  Pass  Christian,  and  con- 
tinuing their  course  to  the  westward,  convinced  me  that  an 
attack  on  the  gun-boats  was  their  design.  At  this  time  the 
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water  in  the  lakes  was'unrommonly  low,  owing  to  the  west- 
erly wind  which  had  prevailed  for  a  number  of  days  previ- 
ous, an<l  whivh  still  M.»itinufd  from  the  same  quarterrNos, 
156,  162.  and  163,  ijhlicugf.  in  the  htst  rtiannel,  were  in  12 
or  18  inchfs  ^ss  w.t'er  than  thi-ir  draught.  Every  efiFortwas 
made  tn  get  tht  m  afl'>.!t  hv  throwing  overboard  all  articles  of 
w«  ight  th:«t  lould  Ik  dispen^f^d  with.  Ai  3  30,  the  flood  tide 
had  tommenrtd;  ro;  und  r  wuv,  making  the  best  of  my  way 
towards  the  Petit r  Coquille.  At  3  45,  the  enemy  despatched 
three  boats  to  (  v.i  dut  the  schooner  Seahorse,  which  had  been 
sent  into  the  Ba\  St.  Louis  that  morning  to  assist  in  the 
removal  of  the  public  stores,  which  I  had  previously  ordiered« 
There  finding  a  removal  impracticable,  I  ordered  pr^paia- 
tions  to  be  made  for  their  destruction,  lest  they  should  fall 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  A  few  discharges  of  grape  shotfrom 
the  Seahorse,  compelled  the  three  boats  Which  had  attack- 
ed her  to  retire  out  of  the  reach  of  her  gun,  until  they  were 
joined  by  four  others,  when  the  attack  was  recommenced  by 
the'  seven  boats.  Mr.  Johnson  having  chosen  an  advantage- 
ous position  near  the  26-poundei's  on  the  bank,  maintained  a 
sharp  action  for  near  30  minutes,  when  the  enemy  hauled  oS^ 
having  one  boat  apparently  much  injured,  and  the  loss  oi  se- 
veral men  killed  and  wounded.  At  7  30,  an  explosion  at  the 
bay,  and  soon  after  a  large  fire,  induced  me  to  believe  the 
Seahorse  was  blown  up  and  the  publiestore-house  set  on  fire| 
which  proved  to  be  the  fact.  * 

About  1,  A.  M.,  on  the  14th,  the  w^nd  having  enfirely 
died  away,  and  our  vessels  become  unmanageable,  came  to 
anchor  in  the  west  end  of  Malheureux  Island's  passage.  Ai 
day -light  next  morning,  still  a  perfect  calm,  the  enemy's  flo- 
tilla was  ab(>ut  nine  miles  from  us  at  anchor^but  soon  got  in 
motion  and  mpidh  advanced  towards  us.  The  want  of  wind, 
and  the  strong  ebb  tid^  which  was  setting  through  the  pass, 
left  me  but  one  aleinaiive,  which  was,  to  put  my  vessels  in 
the  most  advan  ageca  s  position,  to  give  the  enemy  as  warm 
a  reception  as  po&s.*/i.' .  Tht  commanders  were  all  called  (m 
board,  and  made  a(  quainu  d  wiih  in»  inu'ii:ions,ahd  the  posi- 
tion whi(h  each  vessel  was  to  lak.-,  the  whole  to  forma  clos^ 
line  abreast  across  the  channc  I,  anchored  by  the  stern  with 
springs  on  the  cables,  &c.  &c.  Thus  wt  remained  anxiously 
awaiting  an  attack  from  the  advancing  foe,  whose  force  I  now 
clearh  distinguished  to  be  composed  of  forty-two  heavy 
launches  and  gun-barges,  with  three  light  gigs,  manned  wiiAi 
upwards  of  one  thousand  men  and  officers.  About  9  30,  Ae 
Alligator  (tender),  which  was  to  the  southward  md  ^aistWi^ 
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and  endeavouring  to  join  the  divisi  n,  was  raptured  bv  seve- 
ral of  the  enemv's  barges,  when  he  whole  flotilla  ca^ne  to, 
with  their  grapnels  a  little  out  ofvrr  .cho  ou  shm,  apparently 
making  arrangements  for  the  attack.  At  10  30,  the  enemy 
weighed,  forming  a  line  abreast  in  open  o  der,  and  steering 
direct  for  our  line,  which  was  unfortunately  in  s  me  degree 
broken  by  the  force  of  the  current  d  iving  Nos.  156  and  163 
about  100  yards  in  advance* 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  came  within  reach  of  our  shot,^ 
deliberate  fire  from  our  long  guns  was  opened  upon  him,  but 
without  much  effect,  the  objects  being  of  so  small  a  size.  At 
10  minutes  before  11  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  from  the  whole 
of  his  line,  when  the  action  became  general  and  destructive 
on  both  sides.  About  11  49,  the  advance  boats  of  the  enemy, 
three  in  number,  attempted  to  board  No.  .156,  but  were  re- 
pulsed with  the  loss  of  nearly  every  officer  killed  or  wound- 
ed, and  two  boats  sunk.  A  second  attempt  to  board  was  then 
made  by  four  other  boats,  which  shared  almost  a  similar  fate. 
At  this  moment  I  received  a  severe  wound  in  my  left  shoul- 
der, which  compelled  nie  to  leave  the  deck,  leaving  it  in 
charge  of  Mr.  George  Parker,  master's  mate,  who  gallantly    - 
defended  the  vessel  until  he  was  severely  wounded,  when 
the   enemy,  by  his  superior  numbers,  succeeded  in  gaining 
possession  of  the  deck  about  ten  minutes  past  12  o'clock* 
The  enemy  immediately  turned  the  guns  of  his  prize  on  the 
'  other  gun-boats,  aud  fired  several  shot  previous  to  striking 
the  American  colours.  The  action  continued  with  unabating 
severity  until  40  minutes  past  12  o'clock,  wl^en  it  terminated 
with  the   surrender  of  No.  23,  all  the  other  vessels  having 
previously  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

In  this  unequal  contest  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  has 
been  trifling,  compared  to  that  of  the  enemy,  which  amounts 
to  nearly  400. 

'  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
and  a  correct  statement  of  the  force  which  I  had  the  honour 
to  command  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  together 
with  an  estimate  of  the  force  I  had  to  contend  against,  as  ac- 
knowledged by  the  enemy,  which  will  enable  you  to  decide 
how  far  the  honour  of  our  country's  flag  has  been  supported 
in  this  conflict. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  youf 
most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOS.  AP  C ATESBY  JONES, 

Lieutenant  commandant^  U.  S.  navuiV 
Captain  Daniel  T.  Patterson^  *^^ 

Commanding  (/.  S.  naval  forces^  N.  Or  kans  station. 
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Copies  of  letters  from  General  Andrew  yackson^  to  the  Secrt* 
tary  of  IVar^  dated  Head- ^tarter s^  Seventh  Military  Dis* 
tricty  Camp  below  New-Orleans,  27th  December,  in  the  morn- 
ing. 
Sir, 

The  loss  of  our  gun-boats  near  the  pass  of  Rigolets,  hav- 
ing given  the  •nemy  command  of  Lake  Borgne,  he  was  en- 
abled to  choose  his  point  of  attack.  It  became  therefore  an  ob- 
ject of  importance  to  obstruct  the  numerous  bayous  and  ca- 
nals leading  from  that  lake  to  the  highlands  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. This  important  service  was  committed,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  a  detachment  from  the  seventh  regiment,  after- 
wards to  colonel  De  Laronde,  of  the  Louisiana  ipilitia,  and 
lastly,  to  make  all  sure,  to  major-general  Villere,  command- 
ing the  district  between  the  river  and  the  lakes,  and  who,  be- 
ing a  native  of  the  country,  was  presumed  to  be  best  ac- 
quainted with  all  those  passes.  L^nfortunately,  however,  a 
picket  which  the  general  had  established  at  the  mouth  of  the 
bayou  Bienvenu,  and  which,  notwithstanding  my  orders,  had 
been  left  unobstructed,  was  completely  surprised,  and  the  ene- 
my penetrated  through  a  canal  leading  to  his  farm,  abouttwo 
leagues  below  the  city,  and  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a  com- 
pany of  militia  stationt- d  there.  This  intelligence  was  com- 
municated to  me  about  12  o'clock  of  the  23d.   My  force,  at 
this  time,  consisted  of  parts  of  the  seventh  and  forty-fmuth 
regiments,  not  exceeding  600  together,  the  city  militia,  apart 
of  general  Coffee's  brigade  of  mounted  gunmen,  and  the  de- 
tached militia  from  the  western  division  of  Tennessee, under 
the  command  of  major-general  Carrol.  These  two  last  corps 
were  stationed  four  miles  above  the  city.  Apprehending  a 
double  attack  by  the  way  of  Chief-Menteur,  I  left  general 
Carrol's  force  and  the  militia  of  the  city  posted  on  the  Gen- 
tilly  road;  and  at  5  o'clock  P,,  M.,ftiarched  to  meet  the  ene- 
my, whom  I  was  resolved  to  attack  in  his  first  position,  with 
major  Hind's  dragoons,  general  Coffee's  brigade,  parts  of  the 
seventh  and  forty-fourth  regiments,  the  uniformed  compa- 
nies of  militia  under  the  command  of  major  Planche,  5200 
men  of  colour,  chiefly  from  St.  Domingo,  raised  by  colonel 
Savary  and  acting  under  the  command  of  major  Dag^in,diMi 
a  detachment  of  artillery  under  the  direction  of  colonel  M'Keo, 
with  two  six-pounders  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Spots; 
not  exceeding  in  aU  1500.  I  arrived  near  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment about  seven,  and  immi  diatelv  made  my  disposition  for 
the  attack.  His  forces  amounting  at  that  time  on  land  to  about 
3000,  extended  half  a  mile  on  the  river^  and  in  the  rear  nearhf 
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to  the  wood.  General  Coffee  was  ordered  to  turn  their  right, 
while,  with  the  residue  of  the  force,  I  attacked  his  strongest 
position  on  the  left  near  the  river.  Commodore  Patterson 
having  dropped  down  the  river  in  the  schooner  Caroline,  was 
directed  to  open  a  fire  upon  their  camp,  which  he  executed  at 
about  half  after  7.  This  being  the  signal  of  attack,  general  Cof- 
fee's men  with  their  usual  impetuositv  rushed  on  the  enemy's 
right,  and  entered  their  camp,  while  our  right  advanced  with 
equal  ardour.  There  can  be;  but  littfe  doubt  that  we  should 
have  succeeded  on  that  occasion,  with  our  inferior  force,  in 
destroying  or  capturing  the  enemy,  had  not  a  thick  fog,  which 
arose  about  8  o'clock,  occasioned  some  confusion  among  the 
different  corps.  Fearing  the  consequences^  under  this  circum- 
stance, of  the  further  prosecution  of  a  night  attack  with  troops 
then  acting  together  for  the  first  time,  I  corftented  myself 
with  lying  on  the  field  that  night;  and  at  4  in  the  morning 
assumed  a  stronger  position  about  two  miles  nearer  to  the  ci- 
ty. At  this  position  I  remain  encamped,  waiting  the  arrival 
of  the  Kentucky  militia  and  other  reinforcements.  As  the 
safety  of  the  city  will  depend  on  the  fate  of  this  army,  it 
must  not  be  incautiously  exposed. 

In  this  affair  the  whole  corps  under  my  command  deserves 
the  greatest  credit.  The  best  compliment  I  can  pay  to  gene- 
ral Coffee  and  his  brigade,  is  to  say  they  behaved  as  they 
have  always  done  while  under  my  command.  The  seventh, 
led  by  major  Pierre,  and  the  forty-fourth,  commanded  by  co- 
lonel Ross,  distinguished  themselves.  The  battalion  of  city 
militia,  commanded  by  major  Planche,  realised  my  anticipa- 
tions, and  behaved  like  veterans.  Savary's  volunteers  mani* 
fested  great  bravery;  and  the  company  of  city-riflemen  hav- 
ing penetrated  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  camp  were  surr 
rounded,  and  fought  their  way  out  with  the  greatest  heroism, 
bringing  with  them  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  two  field- 
pieces  were  well-served  by  the  officers  commanding  them. 

All  my  oflScers  in  the  line  did  their  duty,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  whole  of  my  field  and  staff* 
Colonels  Butlerand  Piatt,  and  major  Chotardy,  by  their  in^ 
trepidity,  saved  the  artillery.  Colonel  Haynes  was  every 
where  that  duty  or  danger  called.  I  was  deprived  of  the  sci*- 
viccs  of  one  of  my  aids,  captain  Butler,  whom  I  was  obliged 
to  station,  to  his  great  regret,  in  town.  Captain  Reid,  my 
other  aid,  and  Messrs.  Livingston,  Duplissis,  and  Davizac, 
who  had  volunteered  their  services,  fac  ed  danger  wherever 

VdL.  ir.  iOcrJ 


290J  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

it  was  to  be  met,  and  carried  my  orders  with  the  utmost 
pn  mptitude. 

Wi'  made  one  major,  two  subalterns,  and  sixty-three  pri- 
vates prisoners;  and  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
musi  have  been  at  least  »-.  ^M y  own  loss  I  have  not  as  yet 
been  ahle  to  ascertain  with  exactness,  but  suppose  it  to  amount 
to  100  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Among  the  former 
I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  colonel  Lauderdale,  of  general 
Coifee*s  brigade,  who  fell  while .  bravely  fighting.  Colonels 
Dyer  and  Gibson  of  the  same  corps  were  wounded,  and  ma- 
jor Kavenaugh  taken  prisoner. 

Colonel  De  Laronde,^ major  Villere,  of  the  Louisiana  mili- 
tia, major  Latour  of  engineers,  having  no  command,  volun- 
teered their  services,  as  did  Drs.  Kerr  and  Hood,  and  were 
of  great  assistance  to  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-generaly  commanding^ 
Bonourabk  James  Monroe^  Secretary  of  War. 

Head'^iarterSySrventh  Military  Districtj 
Sir,  Camp  Mow  New  Orleans^  Dec.  29,  1814 

"The  enemy  succeeded  on  the  27th  in  blowing  up  the  Ca- 
roline (she  being  becalmed),  by  means  of  hot  shot,  from  a 
land  battery  which  he  had  ere<  ted  in  the  night.  Emboldened 
by  this  event,  he  marched  his  whole  force  the  next  day  op 
the  level,  in  the  hope  of  driving  us  from  our  piositioD,  and 
with  this  view  opened  upon  us,  at  the  distance  of  about  half 
a  mile,  his  bombs  and  rockets.  He  was  repulsed,  however, 
with  considerable  loss— not  less,  it  is  believed,  than  120  in 
killed.  Ours  was  inconsiderable-~not  exceeding  half  a  dosco 
in  killed,  and  a  dozen  wounded. 

Since  then  he  has  notventured  to  repeat  his  attempt,  though 
lying  close  together.  There  has  been  frequent  skirmishing 
between  our  pickets. 

I  lament  that  I  have  not  the  means  of  carrying  on  more 
offensive  operations.  The  Kentucky  troops  have  not  smived^ 
and  my  effective  force  at  this  point  does  not  exceed  3OO0t 
Theirs  must  be  at  legist  double — both  prisoners  and  deserters 
agreeing  in  the  statement  that  7000  landed  from  their  boili* 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-general,  comnumdhug* 
Sonourable  jfames  Monroe^  secretary  of  war ^  Washington^ 
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Copy  df  a  Utter  from  Major:  General  jfackson  to  the  Secretary 

of  War ^  dated  Camp^  four  miles  below  Orleans^  9th  January^ 

1815. 
Sir, 

During  the  days  of  the  6th  and  7th,  the  enemy  had  been 
actively  employed  in  making  preparations  for  an  attack  oa 
my  lines.  With  infinite  labour  they  had  succeeded  on  the 
night  of  the  Tth  in  getting  their  boats  across  from  the  lak^ 
to  the  river,  by  widening  and  deepening  the  canal  on  which 
they  had  effected  their  disembarkation.  It  had  not  been  in 
my  Dower  to  impede  these  operations  by  a  general  attack; 
added  to  t>ther  reasons,  the  nature  of  the  troops  under  mjr 
command,  mostly  militia,  rendered  it  too  hazardous  to  at- 
'tempt  extensive  offensive  movements  in  an  open  country^ 
against  a  numerous  and  well-disciplined  army.  Although  my 
forces,  as  to  number,  had  been  increased  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Kentucky  division,  my  strength  had  received  very  little 
addition;  a  small  portion  only  of  that  detachment  being  pro*- 
vided  with  arms.  Compelled  thus  to  wait  the  attack  of  the 
enemy,  I  took  every  measure  to  repel  it  when  it  should  be 
made,  and  to  defeat  the  object  he  had  in  view.  General  Mor- 
gan, with  the  Orleans  contingent,  the  Louisiana  militia,  and 
a  strong  detachment  of  the  Kentucky  troops,  occupied  an  en- 
trenched camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  protected 
by  strong  batteries  on  the  bank,  erected  and  superintended 
by  commodore  Patterson. 

In  my  encampment  everything  was  ready  for  action,  when, 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy,  after  throwing  a 
heavy  shower  of  bombs  and  congre\^*rockets,  advanced  their 
colutnns^  on  my  right  and  left,  to  storm  my  entrenchments.  I 
cannot  speak  sufficiently  in  praise  of  the  firmness  and  delibera- 
tion with  which  my  whole  line  received  their  approach;  more 
could  not  have  been  expected  from  veterans  inured  to  war. 
For  an  hour,  the  fire  of  the  small  arms  was  as  incessant  and 
Severe  as  can  be  imagined*  The  artillery,  too,  directed  by 
officers  who  displayed  equal  skill  and  courage,  did  great  ex* 
ecution.  Yet  the  columns  of  the  enemy  continued  to  advance 
with  a  firmness  which  reflects  upon  them  the  greatest  ere  At* 
Twice  the  column  which  apprpached  me  on  my  left,  was  re* 
pulsed  by  the  troops  of  general  Carrdll,  those  of  general  Cof- 
fee, and  a  division  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  and  twice  they 
formed  again  and  renewed  the  assault.  At  length,  however, 
cut  to  pieces,  they  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field,  leaving  it 
eovered  with  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  loss  which  the 
enemy  sustained  on  this  occasion,  cannot  be  estimated  mt  leiB 
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than  1500  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Upwards  of  300 
have  already  been  delivered  over  for  burial;  and  my  men  are 
still  engaged  in  picking  them  up  within  my  lines,  and  carry- 
ing them  to  the  point  where  the  enemy  are  to  receive  them. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  dead  and  wounded  whom  the  ene- 
my have  been  enabled  to  carry  from^  the  field,  during  and  since 
the  action,  and  to  those  who  have  since  died  of  the  wounds 
they  received.  We  have  taken  about  500  prisoners,  upwards 
of  300  of  whom  are  wounded,  and  a  great  part  of  them  mor- 
tally* My  loss  has  not  exceeded,  and  1 1>elieve  has  not  amount- 
ed to  10  killed,  and  as  many  wounded.  The  entire  destruction 
of  the  enemy's  army  was  now  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  an 
unfortunate  occurrence  which  at  this  moment  took  place  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  Simultaneously  with  his  advance  upon 
my  lines,  he  had  thrown  over  in  his  boats  a  considerable  force 
to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  I'hese  having  landed,  were  hardy 
enough  to  advance  against  the  works  of  general  Morgan;  and, 
tfhat  is  strange  and  difficult  to  account  for,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  their  discomfiture  was  looked  for  with  a  confi- 
dence approaching  to  certainly,  the  Kentucky  reinforcements, 
in  whom  so  much  reliance  had  been  placed,  ingloriously  fled, 
drawing  after  them,  by  their  example,  the  remainder  of  the 
forces;  and  thus  yielding  to  the  enemy  that  most  important 
position.     The  batteries  which  had  rendered  me,  for  many 
days,  the  most  important  service,  though  bravely  defended, 
were  of  course  now  abandoned;  not  however  until  the  guns 
had  been  spiked. 

This  unfortunate  rout  had  totally  changed  the  aspect  of 
aiFairs.  The  enemy  now^ccupied  a  position  from  which  they 
might  annoy  us  without  hazard,  and  by  means  of  which  they 
might  have  been  enabled  to  defeat,  in  a  great  measure;  the 
effects  of  our  success  on  this  side  the  river.  It  became  there- 
fore an  object  of  the  first  consequence  to  dislodge  him  as 
soon  as  possible.  For  this  object,  all  the  means  in  my  power, 
which  I  could  with  any  safety  use,  were  immediately  put  in 
preparation.  Perhaps,  however,  it  was  owiitg  somewhat  to 
another  cause  that  I  succeeded  even  beyond  my  expectations* 
Iffnegociating  the  terms  of  a-  temporary  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities to  enable  the  enemy  to  bury  their  dead  and  provide 
for  their  wounded,  I  had  required  certain  propositions  to  be  ac- 
ceded to  as  a  basis,  among  which  this  was  one;  that  although 
hostilities  should  cease  on  this  side  the  river  until  12  o'clock 
of  this  day,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  linderstood  that  they  should 
cease  on  the  other  side;  but  that  no  reinforcements  should  be 
sent  across  by  either  army  until  the  expiration  of  that  day* 
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His  excellency  major-general  Lambert  begged  time  to  con- 
sider of  those  propositions  until  10  o'clock  of  to-day,  and  in 
the  mean  time  re-crossed  his  troops.  I  need  not  tell  you  with 
how  much  eagerness  I  immediately  regained  possession  of 
the  position  he  had  thus  hastily  quitted. 

The  enemy  having  concentered  his  forces,  may  again  at- 
tempt to  drive  me  from  my  position  bv  storm.  Whenever 
he  does,  I  have  no  doubt  my  men  will  act  with  their  usual 
firmness,  and  sustain  a  character  now  become  dear  to  them* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  gre^t  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major 'general^  commanding. 

Head-Barters^  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi^  five  miles  beloxv 

New  Orleans^  January  lOtli^  1815. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  make   the  following  report  of  the 

killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  taken  at  the  battle  of  Larond's 

plantation,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  night 

of  the  23d  December,  1814,  seven  miles  below  New  Orleans. 

Killed,  left  on  the  field  of  battle,         -         -         -  100 

Wounded,  left  on  the  field  of  battle,         ...     280 

Prisoners  taken — 1  major,  2  lieutenants,  1  midshipman, 

66  non-commissioned  ofiicers  and  privates,  making  a  grand 

total  of  400. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

A.  P.  HAYNE, 
Inspector-general. 
Major-general  Andrew  Jackson^  commanding 
the  army  of  the  Mississippi* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Jackson  to  the  Secretary 
of  War^  dated  Head- Quarters ^  7th  Military  District^  Camp 
4  miles  below  New  Orleans^  X9th  January^  1815. 
Last  night  at  12  o'clock  the  enemy  precipitately  decamp- 
ed and  returned  to  his  boats,,  leaving  behind  him  underline- 
dical  assistance,  eighty  of  his  wounded,  including  two  uflS- 
cers,  14  pieces  of  his  heavy  artillery,  and  a  quantity  of  shot, 
having  destroyed  much  of  his  powder.  Such  was  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ground  which  he  abandoned,  and  of  that  through 
which  he  retired,  protected  by  canals,  redoubts,  entrench- 
ments, and  swamps  on  his  right,  and  the  river  on  his  left, 
that  I  could  not,  without  encountering  a  risk  which  true  po- 
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licy  did  not  seem  to  require,  or  to  authorise,  attempt  to  an* 
noy  him  much  on  his  retreat.  We  took  only  eight  prisonerst 

Whether  it  is  iht*  purpose  of  the  enem\'  to  abandon  the 
expedition  altogtrihf  r,  or  to  renew  his  efforts  at  some  other 
points,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine  with  positi^eness.  In 
my  own  mind,  however,  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  his  last 
exertions  have  been  made  in  this  quarter,  cii  any  rate  for  the 
present  season,  and  by  the  next,  I  hope  we  shall  be  fully  pre^ 
pared  for  him.  In  this  belief  I  am  strengthened  not  only  by 
the  prodigious  loss  he  has  sustained  at  the  position  he  has 
just  quitted,  but  by  the  failure  of  his  fleet  to  pass  Fort  St 
Philip. 

His  loss  on  this  ground,  since  the  debarkation  of  his  troops, 
as  stated  by  all  the  last  prisoners  and  deserters,  and  as  con- 
firmed bv  many  additional  circumstances,  must  have  exceeded 
four  thousand;  and  was  greater  in  the  action  of  the  8th  than 
was  estimated,  from  the  most  correct  data  then  in  bis  posses- 
sion, by  the  inspector-general,  whose  report  has  been  for- 
warded to  you.  We  succeeded,  on  the  8th,  in  getting  from 
the  enemy  about  1000  stand  of  arms  of  various  descriptions. 

Since  the  action  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  have  been  sdlowed 
very  little  respite-*-my  artillery  from  both  sides  of  the  river 
being  constantly  employed,  till  the  night,  and  indeed  until 
the  hour  of  their  retreat  in  annoying  them.  No  doubt  they 
thought  it  quite  time  to  quit  a  position  in  which  so  liule  rest 
could  be  found. 

I  am  advised  by  major  Overton,  who  commands  at  -Fort 
St.  Philip,  in  a  letter  of  the  18th,  that  the  encmv  having 
bombarded  his  fort  for  eight  or  nine  days  from  13-inch  mor- 
tars without  effect,  had,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  retired. 
I  have  little  doubt  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  sunk 
their  vessels  had  they  attempted  to  run  by. 

Giving  the  proper  weight  to  all  these  considerations,  I  be- 
lieve you  will  not  think  me  too  sanguine  in  the  belief  that 
Louisiana  is  now  clear  of  its  enemy..  I  hope,  however,  I 
need  not  assure  you,  that  wherever  I  command,  such  a  be- 
lief shall  never  occasion  any  relaxation  in  the  measures  for 
reslltance.  I  am  but  too  sensible  that  the  moment  when  the 
enemy  is  opposing  us  is  not  the  most  proper  moment  to  pro- 
vide them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major-generaU  commandhig* 

P.  S.  On  the  18th  our  prisoners  on  shore  were  delivered 
to  us^  an  exchange  having  been  previously  agreed  to»  Thoie 
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who  are  on  board  the  fleet  will  be  delivered  at  Petit  Coquille 
—after  which  I  shall  have  innxv  hands  an  excess  of  several 
hundred.  A.  J. 

20th — Mr*  Shields,  purser  in  the  navy,  has  to  day  taken  54 
prisoners:  among  tht-m  are  four  officers.  A.  J, 

Honourable  jfames  Monroe^  secretary  of  war. 

Head' Quarters ^  7th  Military  District^  Adjutant  GeneraPs 

Office^  JacksorCs  Hnes^  below  Orleafis,  January  16th^  1815. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  inclose,  for  the  information 
of  the  war  department,  a  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  major-general 
Jackson,  in  the  different  actions  wiih  the  enemy  since  their 
landing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be',  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  ROBERT  BUILER, 

Adjutant-general^ 
Brig.-general  D.  Parker^ 
Adjutant  and  inspector-general^  Washington* 

Report  of  the  killed^  wounded^  and  missings  of  the  army  under 
the  command  of  Major-General  Andrew  Jackson^  in  the  ac» 
tions  of  the  23d  and  2Sth  December^  1814,  and  1st  and  Sth 
of  January^  1815,  with  the  enemy.    ^ 

Action  of  December  23rf,  1814. 
Killed — Artilleryman,  1;  7th  United  States  infantry,  1  lieu- 
tenant (M^Clellan),  1  serjeant,  1  corporal,  4  privates;  44th 
ditto,  7  privates;  general  Coffee^  brigade,  volunteer  mounted 
gun-men,  1  lieutenant-colonel  (Lauderdale),  1  captain  (Pace), 
1  lieutenant  (lieutenant  Samuel  Brooks),  2  Serjeants,  4  pri* 
vates — Tot^l  killed,  24. 

Wounded — General  staff,  1  colonel  (colonel  Piatt),-— 7th, 
United  States  infantry,  1  capta}n  (A.  A.  White),  1  ensign, 
1  serjeant,  2  corporals,  23  privates;  44th  ditto,  2  lieutenants, 
3  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  19,  privates;  general  Coffee's  bri« 
gade,  1  colonel,  2  lieutenant-colonels,  1  captain,  2  lieuten^ts, 
1  quarter-master  serjeant,  3  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  1  musi- 
cian, 30  privates;  New  Orleans  volunteer  corps,  1  captain,  3 
Serjeants,  7  privates;  volunteers  of  colour,  1  adjutant,  and  6 
privates. — Tofal  wounded,  115. 

Missing— -General  Coffee's  brigade,  1  major,  2  captains, 
3  lieutenants,  1  quarter-master,  3  ensigns  or  cornets,  4  Ser- 
jeants, 1  corporal,  %  musicians,  57  privates.-— Total  missing, 
74. 


2961  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  on  the  23d— 213. 

Action  of  December  28,  1814. 

Killed — General  Coffee's  brigade,  1  private;  New  Orleans 
volunteer  company,  1  private;  general  Carroll's  division  of 
Tennessee  militia,.!  colonel  (Henderson),  1  serjeant,  3  pri- 
vatesi — Total  7.  ,  ^ 

Wounded — Marines,  1  major  (Cormick),  New  Orleans 
volunteer  company,  3  privates;  general  CarrolPs  division,  1 
lieutenant,  3  privates. — Total  wounded,  8. 

Missing — None . 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  on  this  day,  15. 

Action  of  January  1st,  1815. 

Killed — Artiller}',  navy,  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  8  pri- 
vates; 44th  ditto,  1  private;  general  Coffee's  brigade,  1  Ser- 
jeant, general  Carroll's  division,  1  private.— rTotal,  II. 

Wounded — Artillery,  navy,  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  8; 
7th  United  States  infantry,  1  prjvate;  44th  ditto,  3;  Coffee's 
brigade,  2;  New  Orleans  volunteers,  3  privates;  Carroll's  di- 
vision, 1  Serjeant,  2  privates;  volunteers  of  colour,  1  lieute* 
nant,  1  serjeant,  1  private — ^Total,  23. 

Missing — None. 

Total  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  this  day,  34. 

Action  on  both  sides  the  river,  8th  yanuary^  1815. 

Killed — Artiller> ,  navy,  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  3  pri- 
vates— 7th  United  States  infantry,  1  serjeant,  1  corporat*- 
Coffee's  brigade,  1  private — Carroll's  division,  1  serjeant,  3 
privates— Kentucky  militia,  1  private — ^majors  Lacoste  and 
Dacquin's  volunteers  of  colour,  1  private— ^general  Mor- 
gan's militia,  1  private. — Total  killed,  13. 

Wounded — Artillery,  &c.,  1  private — 7th  United  States 
infantry,  1  privatt — general  Carroll's  division,  1  ensign,  1 
serjeant,  6  privates — Kentucky  militia,  1  adjutant,  1  corpo^ 
ral,  and  10  privates — volunteers  of  colour,  1  ensign,  3  Ser- 
jeants, 1  corporal,  8  privates — general  Morgan's  militia,  2 
Serjeants,  2  privates— Total  wounded,  39. 

Missing — Kentucky  militia,  4  privates;  Morgan's  militiai 
15  privates — Total  19. 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  this  day,  7*1  • 

i  Note.  Of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  on  this  day, 
but  6  killed  and  7  wounded  in  the  action  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  the  residue  in  a  sortie  after  the  action,  and  ill  the 
action  on  the  west  bank. 
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Recapitulation* 
Total  killed,  ......  S5 

Total  wounded,     -         -         -         -         -         -         185 

Total  missing,       .--..-  93 

/ 

J  Grand  total,      333 

Truly  reported  from  those  on  file  in  this  office. 

ROBSjfiT  BUTLER, 

Adjutant'ghieraL 
Adjutant^generaPs  office^  New  Orleans^  January  16,  1815. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Shields^  purser  to  Commodore 

Patterson^  dated  New-Orleans^  25th  January y  1815. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  my  arrival  in  this  city  last 
night  from  the  expedition  ordered  by  you  on  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  entrust  to  niy 
command. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  I  left  the  Pass  Chef  Menteur, 
having  made  the  necessary  observations  on  the  enemy's  si- 
tuation before  sunset,  with  five  boats  and  your  gig^  manned 
and  armed  with  fifty  men.  At  10,  P.  M.,  discovered  a  boat 
at  anchor,  which  I  captured  by  surprise,  no  resistance  being 
made.  She  had  40  men  of  the  14th  light  dragoons,  including 
officers,  and  14  seamen  of  the  British  navy,  under  command 
of  a  master's  mate. 

The  number  of  troops  exceeding  my  own,  I  thought  it 
most  prudent  to  convoy  them  into  the  picket  guard,  from 
whence  they  could  be  more  conveniently  sent  to  New-Or- 
leans by  land  than  by  water,  and  by  which  means  I  should 
also  avoid  weakening  my  own  force,  in  itself  already  too  li- 
mited for  the  completion  of  the  object  in  view. 

After  landing  the  prisoners  and  putting  them  in  charge  of 
the  army,  I  again  left  the  Pass  about  2,  A.  M.,  and  stood  on  ' 
to  g^in  the  enemy's  track,  in  the  hope  of  intef'cepting  some 
of  them  about  day-light,  but  without  success.  I  returned  to 
the  Pass  on  the  20th,  at  8,  A.  M.,  where  I  was  deuined  un- 
til the  morning  of  the  21st.  Three  gun-boats  having  arrive'ii 
from  the  fleet^below  with  four  transports,  all  of  whom  were 
soon  filled  with  troops,  from  the  shore;  at  4,  A.  M.  21st,  I 
again  got  out  and  fell  into  thefr  track  to  the  fleet  about  day- 
light. Finding  it  impossible  to  make  any  captures  without 
being  discovered,  I  determined  to  run  down  among  them  in 
disguise,  and  strike  at  every  opportunity-«^hoisted  English . 

yo%»  IV.  [P  pi 
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colours,  and  took  a  transport  boat  with  five  men;  ordcrerlhcr 
to  follow,  and  stood  on  for  a  transport  schooner,  who  was 
beating  up  for  the  army.  At  9,  I  boarded  and  took  her  with- 
out opposition,  with  eight  men;  she  had  ten  on  board.  From 
this  time  until  12,  we  were  in  the  midst  of  their  boats  going 
up  to  the  army,  and  during  which  time  we  took  five  others, 
having  on  board  about  70  men.  The  wind  at  this  time  had 
unfortunately  hauled  to  north-west,  and  blew  with  great  vio- 
lence; ordered  the  boats  with  their  prizes  to  make  the  best 
of  their  way  to  the  Kigolets.  Findrag  the  transport's  draft  of 
water  too  great  to  take  her  over  the  shoals;  having  already 
taken  the  ground,  I  set  her  on  fire  and  joined  the  boats  on 
shore,  'i'he  wind  still  increasing,  and  many  boats  approach- 
ing full  of  men  from  the  army,  induced  a  belief  they  had 
discovered  my  character  from  the  burning  of  the  schooner, 
and  meant  to  attack  me.  Mv  force  was  unfortunately  divided; 
the  large  launch  with  a  twelve-pound  carronade,  and  some  of 
my  best  men,  with  20  prisoners,  having  drifted  below,  were 
compelled,  from  the  strength  of  the  current  to  anchor  on  the 
other  side  nearly  half  a  mile  distant.  Every  disposition  was 
made  by  our  little  band  to  defend  ourselves  to  the  last  extre- 
mity, and  fire  was  prepared  to  bum  the  marsh,  should  the 
enemy  land  in  my  rear.  Six* boats  approached  us  at  one  time 
crowded  with  men,  and  three  made  a  feint  to  attack  the 
launch,  but  a  well-directed  shot  from  the  carronade  com- 
pelled them  to  haul  off,  and  a  few  discharges  of  our  musketry 
drove  the  others  also.  In  about  two  hours  we  were  entirely 
clear  of  diem.  The  violence  of  the  wind  and  tide  drove  two 
of  the  prizes  from  their  anchorage,  on  board  of  which  were 
about  20  prisoners,  with  three  of  my  own  men«  who  were 
taken  oif,  the  prisoners  having  overpowered  them  so  soon  as 
they  got  out  of  the  reach  of  our  musketry*  Tkts^s-^he  only 
loss  I  have  experienced  during  the  expedition.  Finding  It 
totally  impracticable  to  stem  the  strength  of  the  current,  and 
the  wind  being  directly  a-head  for  the  fort  at  Coquilla,  my 
own  safety,  and  the  preservation  of  the  men  entrusted  to  my 
eommand,  induced  me  to  parole  the  prisoners  and  let  them 
go  with  their  boats,  particularly  as  a  number  of  them  were 
officers  attached  to  the  civil  department,  and  could  not,  as  I 
believe,  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  list  of  their  num- 
bers, names,  and  rank. 

The  damage  done  this  enemy  on  this  occasion,  is  the  loss 
of  a  transport,  burnt,  a  large  flat  boat  taken,  one  sunk,  and 
79  prisoners  taken  and  brought  in,  with  three  slaves^  two  be* 
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longing  to  citizens  of  this  state,  and  one  stolen  by  the  enemy 
from  a  Mr.  Edward  Thomas,  near  Washington  City,  when 
they  destroyed  our  capitoL 

To  captain  Newman,  commanding  at  Coquil,  I  owe  my 
best  thanks  for  his  uniform,  cheerful,  and  friendly  assistance* 
He  furnished  me  with  a  boat  and  eight  volunteers  under  lieu- 
tenant Brush,  of  the  United  States  artillery,  who  were  of 
great  service.  To  captain  Collins,  commanding  the  picket 
guard  at  Chef  Menteur,  I  am  under  many  obligations.  H^ 
also  assisted  me  with  eight  volunteers. 

To  sailing-master  Dealey,  who  commanded  the  Is^unch, 
and  master's-mate  Thomas  Boyd,  commanding  a  cutter,  I 
am  much  indebted*  Doctor  Morrell,  the  surgeon  who  at- 
tended me,  was  particularly  active;  and  though  I  had  fortu- 
nately but  little  use  for  the  exercise  of  his  professional  skilly 
his  advice  and  assistance  were  always  at  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  I. have  the  honour  to  be,  your  mostobe* 
dient  servant, 

THOMAS  SHIELDS. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sailing' Master  Johnson^  to  Commodore 

Patterson. 
Sir,  New-Orleans^  January  tth^  1815. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  my  succeeding  in 
burning  one  of  the  enemy^s  transport  brigs  in  Lake  Borgne 
yesterday  morning  at  4,  A.  M.  The  following  are  the  parti* 
culars:  after  receiving  a  reinforcement  of  the  launch  and 
twelve  men,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  an  officer  and  twelve 
men  from  captain  Newman,  commanding  Fort  Petite  Co« 
quilles,  I  manned  the  launch  and  three  small  boats,  and  on 
tbe  4th  instant,  proceeded  down  Pass  Chef  Menteur,  as  far 
as  Bayou  Sauvage,  where  colonel  Morgan,  with  a  detach* 
ment  of  militia  are  stationed;  we  encamped  there  fof-  the 
night.  ,  * 

On  the  5th  instant,  in  the  afternoon,  I  proceeded  down  to 
the  east  mouth  of  Pass  Chef  Menteur,  with  one  of  the  small 
boats,  to  ascertain  the  positionof  the  enemy  in  Lake  Borgne; 
finding  at  anchor  there,  one  brig,  three  gun-boats,  three  schoo»> 
ners,  and  several  barges,  rowing  from  vessel  to  vessel;  the 
brig  lying4»Qt  a  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  other  ves- 
sels; I  returned  to  the  camp,  determined  on  making  an  at- 
tempt to  destroy  her.  I  received  he  assistance  of  six  meq| 
from  colonel  Morgan;  we  then  making  in  number  38  men; 
with  this  force  I  was  conscious  I  should  be  ^ble  to  destroy 
her,  though  I  h^d  been  previously  informed  she  mounted 
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four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  equipped.accordingly;  at  midnight 
proceeded  down  Pass  Chef  Menteur,  and  on  the  6di  instant, 
at  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,  took  possession  of  the  brig,  only  one  man 
on  deck;  about  five  minutes  after  4,  A.  M.,  one  of  the  ene- 
my's launches  came  along  side,  fired  two  muskets  into  her, 
when  she  surrendered;  but  owing  to  its  blowing  very  fresh 
from  the  northward,  making  considerable  of  a  sea,  she  part- 
ed her  painter  and  was  not  able  to  regain  the  vessel,  and  the 
sea  being  too  heavy  to  tow  her  with  my  boat,  I  sd>andoned 
her;  it  being  nearly  day-light,  I  immediately  ordbered  the  pri- 
soners into  the  launch,  and  set  fire  to  the  brig;  at  half  past  5 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  she  was  totally  destroyed — she  proved  to  be 
the  British  transport  brig- Cyrus,  a  captain,  a  sailing-master, 
and  eight  men  of  the  British  navy  on  board,  laden  about  half 
full,  with  rum,  bread,  and  a  quantity  of  soldiers'  clothing 
for  the  British  army  at  Bayou  Bien  Venue;  at  day-light  we 
arrived  at  the  camp  at  Chef  Menteur,  delivered  to  colonel 
Morgan  the  prisoners,  who  will  be  sent  to  the  city,  after 
which  I  returned  to  Fort  Petites  Coquilles. 

Finding  my  provisions  almost  out,  and  being  short  of  arms, 
I  have  returned  to  town  with  the  launch,  leaving  Mn  Boyd, 
master's-mate,  and  five  men,  at  Petites  Coqailles,  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  give  every  information  in 
his  power. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that  on  this  occasion  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, convinced  me  clearly,  that,  had  she  been  of  the  force 
expected,  we  could  have  burned  her  with  ease,  ' 

Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, 

WM.  JOHNSON. 

P.  S. — I  think  the  brigs  lying  at  anchor  at  the  east  mouth 
of  the  Rigolcts  may  easily  be  destroyed.     ' 
Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patterson^  New-Orleans, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Overton^  commanding  Fori  St* 
Philips  to  Major-General  Jackson. 
Sir,  Fort  St.  Philips  January  19/A,  1815. 

On  the  first  of  the  present  month  I  received  the  informa- 
tion that  the  enemy  intended  passing  this  fort  to  co-operate 
with  their  land  forces  in  the  subjugation  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  To  effect  this  with 
more  facility,  they  were  first  with  their  heavy  bomb-vessds 
to  bombard  this  place  ipto  compliance.  On  the  grounds  of 
this  information,  I  turned  my  attention  to  the  security  of  my 
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command.  I  erected  small  magazines  in  different  parts  of  the 
garrison,  that  if  one  blew  up  I  could  resort  to  another:  built 
covers  for  my  men  to  secure  them  from  the  explosion  of  the 
shells,  and  removed  the  combustible  matter  without  the  work< 
Early  in  the  day  of  the  8th  instant  I  was  advised  of  their  ap- 
proach, and  on  the  9th,  at  a  quarter  past  10,  A.  M.,  hove  ia 
sight  two  bomi)-vessels,  one  sloop,  one  brig,  and  one  schoon- 
er; they  anchored  two  and  one  quarter  miles  below— at  half 
past  11,  and  at  half-past  12,  they  advanced  two  barges,  appa- 
rently for  the  purpose  of  sounding,  within  one  and  a  half 
miles  of  the  fort;  at  this  moment  I  ordered  my  water  battery, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Cunningham,  of  the  navy, 
to  open  on  them;  its  well-directed  shot  caused  a  precipitate 
retreat.  At  half  past  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  enemy's  bomb^ves- 
sels  opened  their  fire  from  four  sea  mortars,  two  of  thirteen 
inches,  two  often,  and  to  my  great  mortification  I  found  they 
were  without  xhe  effective  range  of  my  shot,  as  many  subse* 
quent  experiments  proved;  they  continued  their  fire  with  lit-  - 
tie  intermission  during  the  10th,  1 1th,  12th,  13th,  14.th,  15th, 
16th,  and  17th.  I  occasionally  opened  my  batteries  on  them 
with  great  vivacity,  particulaMy  when  (bey  shewed  a  disposi- 
tion to  change  their  position.  On  the  17th  in  the  evening  our 
heavy  mortar  was  said  to  be  in  readiness.  I  ordei^d  that  ex- 
cellent officer  captain  Wolstonecraft,  of  the  artillerists,  who 
previously  had  charge  of  it,  to  open  a  fire,  which  was  done 
with  great  effect,  as  the  enemy  from  that  moment  became 
disordered,  and  at  day- light  on  the  18th  commenced  their  re- 
treat, after  having  thrown  upwards  of  a  thousand  heavy 
shells,  besides  small  shells  from  howitzers,  round-shot  and 
grape,  which  he  discharged  from  boats  under  cover  of  the 
night. 

Our  loss  in  this  affair  has  been  uncommonly  small,  owing 
entirely  to  the  great  pains  that  was  taken  by  tne  different  of- 
ficers to  keep  their  men  under  cover;  as  the  enemy  left  scarcely 
ten  feet  of  this  garrison  untouched. 

The  ofiicers  and  soldiers  through  this  whole  affair,  although 
nine  days  and  nights  under  arms  in  the  different  batteries,  the 
consequent  fatigue  and  loss  of  sleep,  have  manifestedthe  great- 
est firmness  and  the  most  zealous  warmth  to  be  at  the  enemy. 
To  distinguish  individuals  would  be  a  delicate  task,  as  merit 
was  conspicuous  every  where/  Lieutenant  Cunningham,  of 
the  navy,  who  commanded  my  water  battery,  with  his  brave 
crew,  evinced  the  most  determined  bravery  and  uncommon 
activity  throughout;  and  in  fact,  sir,  the  only  thing  to  be  re- 
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gretted  is  that  the  enemy  was  too  timid  to  give  us  ai)  oppor* 
tunity  of  destroying  him. 

I  herewith  inclose  vou  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
I  am,  sir,  verj-  respectfullv, 

W.  H.  OVERTON, 
Major  Sd  R.  R.^  commanding* 
JJajor 'general  Jackson. 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  bombardment  on 
Fort  St.  Philips  commencing  on  the  9th  and  ending  on  the 
l>.th  January^  1815. 

Captain  Wolstoncraft's -artillery' — ^wounded,  3. 
Captain  Murray's  artillery — killed,  2;  wounded,  1. 
Captain  .Bronten's  infantry— wounded,  1. 
Captain  Wade's  infantry — ^wounded,  2. 
Total — .'killed,*2;  wounded,  7. 

Colonial  Departi^nt^  March  9th* 

DoTvmng'Street^  March  8^,  1815. 

Despatches,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  have  this 
day  been  received  by  earl  Bathhrst,  one  of  his  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretaries  of  state,  from  major-general  sir  John  Lam- 
bert,  K.  C«  B.,  commanding  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana 

Camp  in  front  of  the  enemy* s  UneSy 
My  lord,  below  Nexv  Orleans^  Jon.  10^^,1815. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  lordship,  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  force  lately  employed  on  the  coast  of  Loaisi» 
ana,  under  the  command  of  major-general  the  honourable  sir 
£•  M.  Packenham,  K.  B.,  and  acting  in  concert  with  vice- 
admiral  sir  A.  Cochrane,  K.  B. 

The  report  which  I  inclose  from  major-general  Keane, 
will  put  your  lordship  in  possession  of  the  occurrences  which 
took  place  until  the  arrival  of  major-general  the  honourable 
sir  £.  Packenham  to  assume  the  command;  from  that  period 
I  send  an  extract  of  a  journal  of  niajor  Forrest,  assistant 
quarter-master-general,  up  to  the  time  of  joining  the  troops 
{which  sailed  on  the  26th  of  October  last,  under  my  com- 
mand) and  which  was  on  the  6th  of  January;  and  from  that 
period,  I  shall  detail,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  the  subsequent 
events. 

I  found  the  army  in  position  in  a  flat  country,  with  the 
Mississippi  on  its  left,  and  a  thick  extensive  wood  on  its 
right;  and  open  in  its  front,  from  which  the  enemy's  line  was 
quite  distinguishable. 
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It  seems  sir  E.  Fackcnham  had  waited  for  the  arrival  of 
the  fusileers  and  43d  regimt-nt,  in  ordtr  to  make  a  general 
attack  upon  the,  enemy's  line;  and  on  the  8th  the  army  was 
formed  for  that  object. 

In  order  to  give  your  lordship  as  clear  a  view  as  I  can,  I 
shall  state  the  position  of  the  enemy.  On  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  it  was  simply  a  straight  line  of  about  a  front  of  1000 
yards  with  a  parapet,  the  right  resting  on  the  river,  and  the 
left  on  a  wood,  which  had  been  made  impracticable  for  any 
body  of  troops  to  pass.  This  line  was  strengthened  by  flank 
'  works,  and  had  a  canal  of  about  four  feet  deep  generally,  but 
not  altogether  of  an  equal  wJdth;  it  was  supposed  to  narrow 
towards  their  left;  about  eight  heavy  guns  were  in  a  position 
on  this  line.  The  Mississippi  is  here  about  800  yards  across, 
and  they  had  on  the  right  bank  a  heavy  battery  of  15  guns, 
which  infiladed  the  whole  front  of  the  position  on  the  left 
bank. 

Preparations  were  made  on  our  side  by  very  considerable 
labour  to  clear  out  and  wideJft  canal  that  communicated  with 
a  stream  by  which  the  boats  had  passed  up  to  the  place  of 
disembarkation,  to  open  it  into  the  Mississippi,  bv  which 
means  troops  could  be  got  over  to  the  right  bank,  and  the  co- 
operation of  armed  boats  could.be  secured. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  follows:  a  corps,  con- 
sisting of  the  85th  light  infantry,  200  seamen,  and  400  ma- 
rines, the  5th  West  India  regiment,  and  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, under  the'command  of  colonel  Thornton,  of  the  85th, 
was  to  pass  over  durmg  the  night,  and  move  along  the  right 
bank  towards  New  Orleans,  clearing  its  front  until  it  reached 
the  flanking  battery  of  the  enemy  on  that  side,  which  it  had 
orders  to  carry. 

The  assailing  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  us,  w\s  to  be 
made  by  the  brigade  composed  of  the  4th,  21st,  and  44th  re- 
giments, with  three  companies  of  the  98th,  under  major-ge- 
neral Gibbs,  and  by  the  3d  brigade,  consisting  of  the  93d,  two 
companies  of  the  fusileers,  and  43d,  under  major-general 
Keane;  some  black  troops  were  destined  to  skirmish  in  the , 
»  wood  on  the  right;  the  principal  attack  was  to  be  made  by' 
major-general  Gibbs;  the  1st  brigade,  consisting  of  the  fusi- 
leers and  43d,  formed  the  reserve;  the  attacking  columns 
were  to  be.  provided  with  fascines,  scaling  ladders,  and  rafts; 
the  whole  to  be  at  their  stations  b;  fore  day*light.  An  advan- 
ced battery  .in  Qur  front  of  six  IS-pounders,  was  thrown  up 
during  the. night,  about  800  yards  from  the  enemy's  line. 
The  attack  was  to  be  made  at  the  earliest  hour.  Unlooked-for 
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difficulties,  increased  bv  the  falling  of  the  river,  occasioned 
considerable  delay  in  the  entrance  of  tht^  armed  boats,  and 
those  destined  to  land  colonel  Thornton's  corps,  by  which 
four  or  five  hours  were  lost,  and  it  was  not  until  past  five  in 
the  morning  that  the  first  division,  consisting  of  500  men, 
were  over.  The  ensemble  of  the  general  movement  was  lost, 
and  in  m  point  which  was  of  the  last  importance  to  the  attack 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  although  colonel  Thornton,  as 
your  lordship  will  see  in  his  report,  which  I  inclose,  ably  exe- 
cuted in  every  particular  his  instructions,  and  fully  justified 
die  confidence  the  commander  of  the  forces  placed  in  his 
abilities.  The  delay  attending  that  corps  occasioned  some 
on  the  left  bank,  and  the  attack  did  not  take  place  until  we 
were  discernible  from  the  enemy's  line  at  more  than  200 
yards  distance;  as  they  advanced,  a  continued  and  most  gall- 
ing fire  was  opened  from  every  part  of  their  line,  and  from 
the  battery  on  the  right  bank. 

The  brave  commander  of  the  forces,  who  never  in  his  life 
could  refrain  from  being  at  the"post  of  honour,  and  sharing 
the  danger  to  which  the  troops  were  exposed,  as  soon  from 
his  station  he  had  made  the  signal  for  the  troops  to  advance, 
galloped  on  to  the  front  to  animate  them  by  his  presence,  and 
he  was  seen  with  his  hat  off,  encouraging  them  on  the  crest 
of  the  glacis;  it  was  there  (almost  at  the  same  time)  he  re- 
ceived two  wounds,  one  on  his  knee,  and  another,  which  was 
instantly  fatal,  in  his  body;  he  fell  in  the  arms  of  major 
M^Dougal,  aid-de-camp. 

The  effect  of  this,  in  the  sight  of  the  troops,  together 
with  major-general  Gibbs  and  major-general  Keane  being 
borne  off  wounded  at  the  same  time,  with  many  other  com** 
manding  officers,  and  further,  the  preparations  to  aid  in 
crossing  the  ditch  not  being  so  forward  as  ihey  ought  to 
have  been,  from,  perhaps,  the  men  being  wounded  who  were 
carrying  them,  caused  a  wavering  in  the  column,  which  in 
such  a  situation  became  irreparable;  and  as  I  advanced  with 
the  reserve,  at  about  250  yards  from  the  line,  I  had  the  mor* 
tification  to  observe  the  whole  falling  back  upon  me  in  the 
greatest  confusion. 

In  this  situation,  finding  that  no  impression  had  been  made, 
and  though  maify  men  had  reached  the  ditch,  and  were  either 
drowned  or  were  obliged  to  surrender,  and  thai  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  restore  order  in  the  rejjiments  where  they  were,  I  placed 
tlie  reserve  in  positibn,  until  I  could  obtain  such  information 
as  to  determine  me  how  to  act  to  the  best  of  my  judgment, 
and  whether  or  not  I  should  resume  the  attack^  and  if  so,  I 
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felt  it  could  only  be  done  by  the  reserve.  The  .confidence  t 
have  in  the  corps  composing  it  would  have  encouraged  me 
greatly,  though  not  without  loss,  which  might  have  made  the 
attempt  of  serious  consequence,  as  I  know  if  was  the  opinion 
of  the  late  distinguished  commander  of  the  forces  that  the 
carrying  of  the  first  line  would  not  be  the  least  arduous  ser- 
vice. After  making  the  best  reflection  I  Was  capable  of,  I 
kept  the  ground  the  troops  then  held,  and  went  to  meet  vice- 
admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and  to  tell  him,  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  renew  the 
attack  that  day.  At  10  o'clock  I  learnt  the  success  of  colonel 
Thornton's  corps  on  the  right  bank.  I  sent  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  artillery,  colonel  Dickson,  to  examine  the  situa- 
tion of  the  battery,  and  to  report  if  it  was  tenable;  but  inform- 
ing me  that  he  did  not  think  it  could  be  held  with  security 
by  a  smaller  corps  than  2000  men,  I  consequently  ordered 
lieutenant-colonel  Gubbins,  on  whom  the  command  had  de- 
volved (colonel  Thornton  being  wounded),  to  retire. 

The  army  remained  in  position  until  night,  in  order  to  gain 
time  to  destroy  the  1 8-pound  battery  we  had  constructed  the 
preceding  night  in  advance.  I  then  gave  orders  for  the  troops 
resuming  the  ground  they  occupied  previous  to  tl^  attack. 

Our  loss  has  been  very  severe,  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
considered,  notwithstanding  the  failure,  that  this  army  has 
suffered  the  military  character  to  be  tarnished.  I  am  satisfied, 
had  I  thought  it  right  to  renew  the  attack,  that  the  troops 
would  have  advanced  with  cheerfulness.  The  services  of  both 
army  and  navy,  since  their  landing  on  this  coast,  have  been 
arduous  beyond  any  thing  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  diffi- 
culties have  been  got  over  with  an  assiduity  and  perseverance^ 
beyond  all  example  by  all  ranks,  and  the  most  hearty  co-op- 
eration has  existed  between  the  two  services. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  expatiate  to  you  upon  the  loss 
the  army  has  sustained  in  major-general  the  honourable  sir 
Edward  Packenham,  commander  in  chief  of  this  force,  nor 
could  I  in  adequate  terms.  His  services  and  merits  are  so 
%vell  known  that  I  have  only,  in  common  with  the  whole  ar- 
my, to  express  my  sincere  regret,  and  which  may  be  sup- 
posed at  this  moment  to  come  peculiarly  home  to  me. 

Major-general  Gibbs,  who  died  of  his  wounds  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  major-general  Keane,  who  were  both  carried 
off  the  field  within  twenty  yards  of  the  glacis,  at  the  head  of 
their  brigades,  sufficiently  speak,  at  such  a  moment,  how  they 
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were  conducting  themselves.  I  am  happy  to  say  major-gcne- 
eral  Keane  is  doing  well. 

Cuptain  Wylh ,  of  the  fusileers,  military  secretary  to  the 
late  commander  ot  the  forces,  will  have  the  onour  of  deli- 
vering to  your  lordship  these  despatches.  Knowing  how 
much  he  enjoyed  his  esteem  and  was  in  his  confidence,  from 
a  long  exprrience  of  his  talents,  I  feel  I  cannot  do  less  than 
pay  this  tribute  to  what  I  conceive  would  be  the  wishes  of 
his  late  general,  and  to  recommend  him  strongly  to  yourlord- 
ship^s  pioteciion. 

I  have,  &c.  JOHN  LAMBERT, 

Major 'general^  commanding* 

[Here  follows  the  reports  from  major-general  Keane  and 
rolonel  Thornton,  and  the  extract  from  the  journal  of  ma- 
jor Forrest,  which*  detail  subordinate  circumstances.] 

Tonnanty  off  Chand€leur*s  Island^  January  28. 
My  Lord, 

After  maturely  deliberating  on  the  situation  of  this  army, 
after  the  command  had  unfortunately  devolved  upon  me,  on 
the  8th  instant,  and  duly  considering  what  probability  now 
remained  of  carrying  on  with  success,  on  the  same  plan, an 
attack  against  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  persisted  in.  I  immediately  communicated  with  vice- 
admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  that  I  did  not  think  it  would 
be  prudent  to  make  any  farther  attempt  at  present,,  and  that 
I  recommended  re-embarking  the  army  as  soon  as  possible,, 
with  a  view  to  carry  into  effect  the  other  objects  of  the  force 
employed  upon  this  coast;  from  the  9th  instant^ it  was  deter- 
Diined  ihat  the  army  should  retreat,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction 
of  informing  your  lordship  that  it  was  effected  on  the  night 
of  the  18th  instant,  and  ground  was  taken  up  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  19ih,  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou  or  creek  which 
the  troops  had  entered .  on  their  disembarkation,  14  miles 
from  their  position  before  the  enemy's  line,  covering  New 
Orleans,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  one  itiile 
from  the  entrance  into  Lac  Borgne;  the  army  remained 
in  bivouac,  until  the  27th  instant,  when  the  whole  were  re- 
cmbaikcd. 

In  stating  the  circumstances  of  this  retreat  to  your  lord- 
ship, I  shall  confidently  trust  that  you  will  see,  that  good  or- 
der and  discipline  ever  existed  in  this  army,  and  that  zeal  for 
the  service  and  attention  was  ever  conspicuous  in  officers  of 
all  ranks. 
Your  lordship  is  already  acquainted  with  the  position  the 
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army  occupied,  its  advatice  post  close  up  to  the  enemy's  line^ 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  armv  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
his  batteries  which  was  unremitting  day  and  night  since  the 
'1st  of  January,  when  the  position  in  advance  was  taken  up; 
the  retreat  was  effected  without  being"harassed  in  any  degree 
by  the  enemy;  all  the  sick  and  wounded  with  the  exception  of 
eighty,  whom  it  was  considered  dangew>as  to  remove,  field  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  hospital,  and  other  stores  of  every  de- 
scription, which  had  been  landed  on  a  very  large  scale,  were 
brought  away,  and  nothing  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  ex- 
cepting six  iron  18-pounders,  mounted  on  sea-carriages,  and 
two  carronades,  which  were  in  position  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mississippi;  to  bring  them  off  at  the  moment  the  army 
was  retiring  was  impossible,  and  to  have  done  it  previously 
would  have  exposed  the  whole  force  to  riny  fire  the  enemy 
might  have  sent  down  the  river.  These  batteries  were  of 
course  destroyed,  and  the  guns  rendered  perfectly  unservice- 
'able.  Only  four  men  were  reported  absent  next  morning, 
and  these  I  suppose  must  have  been  left  behind,  and  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy:  but  when  it  is  consi4ered 
the  troops  were  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  movement,  until 
a  fixed  hour  during  the  night,  that  the  battalions  were  drawn 
off  in  succession,  and  that  the  pickets  did  not  move  off  till 
past  three  in  the  morning,  and  that  the  whole  had  to  retire 
through  the  most  difficult  new  made  road,  cut  in  marshy 
ground,  impassable  for  a  horse,  and  where,  in  many  places^ 
the  men  could  only  go  in  single  files,  and  that  the  absence  of 
men  might  be  accounted  for  in  so  many  ways,  it  would  be 
rather  a  matter  of  surprise  the  number  was  so  few. 

An  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  effected  with  the  enemy 
upon  very  fair  terms,  and  their  attention  to  the  brave  prison- 
ers and  wounded,  that  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  has  beett 
kind  and  humane,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe. 

However  unsuccessful  the  termination  of  the  late  service 
the  army  and  navy  have  been  employed  upon,  has  turned  out, 
it  would  be  injustice  not  to  point  out  how  much  praise  is 
due  to  their  exertions;  ever  since  the  13th  December,  when 
the  army  began  to  move  from  the  ships,  the  fatigue  of  dis- 
embarking and  bringinjj  up  artillery  and  supplies  from  such 
a  distance  has  been  incessant;  and  I  must  add,  that  owing  to 
the  exertions  of  the  nav}%  the  army  has  never  wanted  pro- 
visions. The  labour  and  fatipue  of  the  seamen  and  soldiers 
were  particularly  conspicuous  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant, 
when  fifty  boats  were  dragged  through  a  canal  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  which  there  was  only  18  inches  of  wsiter,  and  I 
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am  confident  that  vice-admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who 
8Ug};^e8ted  the  possibility  of  this  operation,  will  be  equally 
ready  to  admit  this,  as  well  as  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
troops  on  all  occasions. 

From  what  has  come  under  my  own  observation  since  I 
joined  this  army,  and  from  official  reports  that  have  been 
made  to  me,  I  beg  to  call  your^rdship's  attention  to  indi- 
viduals, who  from  their  station  have  rendered  themselves  pe- 
culiarly conspicuous.  Major  Forrest  at  the  head  of  the  quar- 
ter-mastcr-generars  department,  I  cannot  say  too  much  of. 
Lieutenant  Evans  and  Poddie,  of  thesame,  have  been  remark- 
able for  their  exertions  and  indefatigsibility;  sir  John  TyldeD, 
who  has  acted  in  the  field  as  assistant-adjutant-general  with 
me  (lieutenant-colonel  Stoven  having  been  wounded  on  the 
23d  ultimo,  though»doing  well,  not  as  yjet  being  permitted  to 
take  active  service),  has  been  very  useful;  on  the  night  of  the 
7th,  previous  to  the  attack,  rear-admiral  Malcolm  reports  the 
^eat  assistance  he  received  from  him  in  forwarding  the  boats 
in  the  Mississippi.  Captain  Wood  of  the  4th  regiment,  de- 
puty assistant- adjutant-general,  has  filled  that  situation,  since 
the  first  disembarkation  of  the  troops,  with  zeal  and  atten- 
tion. 

During  the  action  of  the  8th  instant,  the  command  of  the 
2d  brigade  devolved  upon  lieutenant-colonel  Brooke,  4th  re- 
giment;  that  of  the  3d  upon  colonel  Hamilton,  5th  West  In- 
dian regiment;  and  the  reserve  upon  colonel  Blakeney,  royal 
fusileers,  to  all  these  officers  I  feel  myself  much  indebted  for 
their  services.  I.ieutenant-colonel  Dickson,  royal  artillery,  has 
displayed  his  usual  abilities  and  assiduity;  he  reports  to  roe 
his  general  satisfaction  of  all  the  officers  under  his  command, 
especially  major  Munro,  senior  officer  of  the  royal  artillery, 
previous  to  his  arrival,  and  of  the  officers  commanding  com- 
panies. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Burgoync,  royal  engineers,  afforded 
me  ever}*^  assistance  that  could  be  expected  from  his  known 
talents  and  experience;  that  service  lost  a  valuable  and  much 
esteemed  officer  in  lieutenant  Wright,  who  was  killed  when 
reconoit  ing  on  the  evening  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Mein,  of  the  43d,  and  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Gubbins,  85th  regiment,  field-officers  of  the  pickets  on  the 
8th,  have  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  withdrew 
the  out-posts  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  colonel  Blakeney,. royal  fusileers. 

I  request  in  a  particular  manner  to  express  how  much  this 
9fsny  is  indebted  to  the  attention  and  diligence  of  Mr.  Kabb,, 
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deputy-inspector  of  hospitals.  He  met  the  embarrassments  of 
crowded  hospitals,  and  their  immediately  removed,  with 
such  xpccellent  tirrangcments,  that  the  wounded  were  all 
brougjRoff  with  every  favourable  circumstance,  except  such 
as  would  have  rendered  their  removal^  dangerous. 

Captain  sir  T.  Troubridge,  royal  naVy,  who  commanded  a 
battalion  of  seamen,  and  wm  was  attached  to  act  with  the 
fusileers,  rendered  the  greatest  seryice  by  his  exertions  in 
whatever  way  they  were  required-— colonel  Dickson,  royal 
artillery,  particularly  mentions  how  much  he  was  indebted  to 
him. 

The  conduct  of  two  sqviadrons  of  the  I4th  light  dragoons, 
lately  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Baker,  pre- 
viously by  major  Hills,  has  been  the  admiration  of  every  one, 
by  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they  have-  performed  all  de- 
scriptions of  service.  I  must  also  mention  the  exertions  of 
the  royal  staff  corps  under  major  Dodd,  so  reported  by  the 
deputy  quarter-master-gp^neral. 

Permit  me  to  tidd  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  my  per- 
sonal staff,  lieutenant  the  honourable  E.  Curson,  of  the  royal 
navy,  who  was  Selected  as  naval  aid-de-camp  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  troops  on  their  first  disembarkation,  each  of 
whom  have  expressed  the  satisfaction  they  had  in  his  ap- 
pointment, to  which  I  confidendy  add  my  own. 

Major  Smith,  9th  regiment,  now  acting  as  military  secre- 
tary, is  so  well  known  for  zeal  and  talents,  that  I  can  with 
great  truth  say,  that  I  think  he  possesses  every  qualification 
to  render  him  hereafter  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 
his  profession. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  how  much  indebted 
the  army  is  to  rear-admiral  Malcolm,  who  had  the  immedi- 
ate charge  of  landing  and  re-embarking  the  troops;  he  re- 
mained on  shore  to  the  last,  and  by  his  abilities  and  activity 
smoothed  every  difficulty, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  JOHN  LAMBERT, 

Major-general  commandant* 
Ifo  the  right  honourable  earl  of  Bathurst. 

P.  S.  I  regret  to  have  to  report,  that  during  the  night  of 
the  25th,  in  very  bad  weather,  a  boat  containing  two  officers, 
viz.  lieutenant  Brydgesand  cornet  Hammond,  with  37  of  the 
14th  light  dragoons,  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rigolets:  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  correctly  particular  circumstances. 
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Return  of  casualties  in  the  actions  with  the  enemy y  near  New 
Orieansy  on  the  '23d  and  24^A  December,  1814. 

Total— 4  captains,  1  lieutenant,  7  Serjeants,  1  drupmer, 
;23  rank  and  file  killed;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  majof^  cap- 
tains, 3  lieutenants,  10  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  141  rank  and 
file  wouncii'd;  t  major,  1  lieutenant,  1  ensign,  3  Serjeants,  58 
rank  and  file  missing.  ^ 

Return  ofcasucUttes  between  the  25th  andSlst  December^ 

1814. 

Total—-!  captain,  1  drummer,  14  rank  and  file  killed;  1 
lieutenant,  2  ensigns,  1  serjeant,  34  rank  and  file  wounded; 
2  rank  md  file  missing. 
Return  of  casualties  between  the  :st  and  5th  yanvary^  1815. 

1  otal— 3  lieutenants,  2  serjeants^^  27  rank  and  file  killed; 
4  lieutenants,  40  rank  and  file  wounded;  2  rank  and  file  mis- 
sing* 

Return  of  casualties  on  the  %th  January ,  1815. 

Total  loss— -1  major-general,  1  liffUCenant-coloneL,  2  ma- 
jors, 5*  captains,  4  lieutcnan  s,  2  ensigns,  11  Serjeants,  1 
drummer,  266  rank  and  file  killed;  2  major-generals,  8  lien- 
tenant-colonels,  2  majors,  18  captains  38  lieutenants,  9  en- 
signs, 1  staff,  54  Serjeants,  9  drummers,  1126  rank  and  file 
wounded;  3  captains,  12  lieutenants,  13  Serjeants,  4  drum- 
mers, 452  rank  and  file  missing. 
Return  of  casualties  between  the  9th  and  26th  Januaryy  1815. 

Total — 1  rank  and  file  killed;  1  lieutenant,  1  serjeant,  3 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

Return  of  the  ordnance  taken  from  the  enemy  by  a  detachment 

of  the  army  acting  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  un- 

der  the  command  of  Colonel  Thornton, 
Redoubt^  rii^ht  bank  of  the  Mississippi^  January  8,  1815. 

1  brass  10-inch  howitzer,  2  brass  4- pound  field-pieces,  8 
24'pounders,  3  12-pounders,  6  9- pounders,  1  12-pound  car- 
ronade,  not  mounted. 

On  the  howitzer  is  inscribed,  "  1  akcn  at  the  surrender  of 
Yorktown,  1781.*' 

(Sigied)  J.  MITCHELL, 

Captain  royal  artilleru. 
The  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  in   the   action  »£ 
the  gun-boats,  gives  17  oi  the  former,  and  77  of  the  latter* 
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AMERICA^  AND  BRITISH  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  SURRENDER  OF 

FORT  BOWYER. 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lawrence^  to  Major- 

General  Jackson. 
Sir,  FoPtBowifer^  February  12,  1815. 

Imperious  necessity  has  compelled  tne  to  enter  into  articles 
of  capitulation  with  major-general  John  Lambert,  command- 
ing his  Britannic  majesty's  forct-s  in  front  of  Fort  Bowver,  a 
copy  of  which  I  forward  you  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an 
immediate  exchange  of  prisoners.  Nothing  but  the  want  of 
provisions,  and  finding  myself  compWtelv  surrounded  by 
thousands — batteries  erected  on  the  sand — mounds  which 
completely  commanded  the  fort — and  the  enemy  having  ad- 
vanced, by  regular  approaches,  within  thirty  yards  of  the 
ditches^  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  getting  any  assistance 
or  supplies,  would  have  induced  me  to  adopt  this  measure. 
Feeling  confident,  and  it  being  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
officers,  that  we  could  not  retain  the  post,  and  that  the  lives 
of  many  valuable  officers  and  soldiers  would  have  been  use- 
lessly sacrificed,  I  thought  it  most  desirable  to  adopt  this 
plan.  A  full  and  correct  statement  will  be  furnished  you  as 
early  as  possible. 

Captain  Chamberlain,  who  bears  this  to  E.  Livingston, 
esq.,  will  relate  to  him  every  particular,  which  will,  I  hope, 
be  satisfactory. 

I  am,  witK  respect,,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  LAWRENCE, 
UeutenaJit'Colonely  commandtng. 
3Iajor'general  Jackson. 

Articles  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  between  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel  Lawrence  and  Major -Generci Lambert^  for  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Bowyer^  on  the  Mobile  Pointy  1 1th  February  y  1815. 

1.  That  the  fort  shatt  be  surrendered  to  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  in  its  existing  state  as  to  the  works,  ord- 
nance, ammunition,  and  every  species  of  military  stores. 

2.  That  the  garrison  shall  be  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war;  the  troops  marching  out  wiihiheir  colours  flying,  and 
drums  beating,  and  ground  their  arms  on  the  glacis— the  of- 
ficers retaining  their  swords,  and  the  whole  to  be  embarked 
in  such  ships  as  the  British  naval  commander  in  chief  shall 
appoint. 

3.  All  private  property  to  be  respected. 
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4.  That  a  communication  shall  be  made  immediately  of 
the  same  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  seventh  militaiy 
district  of  the  United  States,  and  every  endeavour  made  to 
effect  an  t* arly  exchange  of  prisoners- 

5.  That  the  garrison  of  the  United  States  remain  in  the 
fort  until  12  o*clock  to-morrow,  n  British  guard  being  put  in 
possession  of  the  inner  gates  at  3  o*clock  to  day,  the  guard 
remaining  on  the  glacis,  and  that  the  British  flag  be  hoisted 
at  the  same  time — an  officer  of  each  service  remaining  at  the 
head-quarters  of  each  commander  until  the  fulfilment  of  these 
articles. 

H.  G.  SMITH, 
Major y  and  military  secretary. 
Agreed  on  the  part  of  the  royal  navy. 

T.  H.  RICKETTS, 
Captain  H.  M.  ship  Vengeur* 
R.  CHAMBERLAIN, 
Second  regiment  United  States  infantry. 

WM.  LAWRENCE, 
Lieutenant-colonel  second  infontrt/^  commanding. 
Approved, 

ALKXANDER  COCHRANE, 
Commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty's  shipping. 

JOHN  LAMBERT, 
Major-general^  commaruBng. 
A  true  copy,  Test — yohn  Reid^  aid-de-camp. 

Colonial  Department. 

Downing-streetj  Aprill7thy  1815. 
A  despatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been 
this  day  received  by  earl  Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretaries  of  state,  from  major-general  sir  John  Lam* 
bert,  K.  C.  B.,  commandidJB;  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana. 

Head- garter Sj^  Isle  Dauphine^ 
My  lord,  reb.  14fA,  1815. 

My  despatch  dated  January  29th,  will  have  informed  your 
lordsnip  of  the  re-embarkation  of  this  force,  which  was  com- 
pleted on  the  30th;  the  weather  came  on  so  bad  on  that  night, 
and  continued  so  until  the  5th  of  February,  that  no  commo- 
nication  could  be  held  with  the  ships  at  the  inner  anchorage^ 
a  distance  of  about  seventeen  miles. 

It  being  agreed  between  vice-admiral  sir  Alexander  Coch- 
rane and  myself  that  operations  should  be  carried  tbwai^ds 
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Mobile,  it  was  decided  that  a  force  should  be  sent  againdt 
Fort  Bowyer,  situated  on  the  eastern  point  of  the  en-i 
trance  of  the  bay,  and  from  every  infom^ation  that  could  be 
obtained,  it  was  considered  a  brigade  would  be  sufficient  for 
this  object,  with  a  respectable  force  of  artillery*  I  ordered 
the  24  brigade,  composed  of  the  4th,  21st,  and  44th  regi- 
ments, for  this  service,  together  with  such  me^ns  in  the  en- 
gineer ^nd  artillery  departments,  as  the  chief  and  commandii^g 
officer  of  Ihe  royal  artillery  might  think  expedient.  The  re- 
tnaixuier  of  the  force  had  orders  to  disembark  on  Jsle  Dau* 
phine,  and  encamp;  and  major-general  Keane,  whom  I  an)^ 
truly  happy  to  say  has  returned  to  his  duty,  superintended 
their  arrangement. 

The  weather  being  favourable  on  the  7th,  for  the  landing 
to  the  eastward  of  Mobile  Point,  the  ships  destined  to  move 
on  that  service,  sailed  under  the  command  of  captain  KickettSi 
of  the  Vengeur,  but  did  not  arrive  in  sufficient  time  that  even- 
ing to  do  more  than  determine  the  place  of  disembarkation^ 
which  was  about  three  miles  from  Fort  Bowyer. 

At  day-light  the  next  morning  the  troops  got  into  the  boats, 
and  600  men  were  landed  under  lieutenant-colonel  Debbeig 
of  the  44th,  without  opposition,  who  immediately  threw  out 
the  light  companies  under  lieutenant  Bennett,  of  the  fourth 
regiment,  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  brigade.  Upon  the 
wHole  being  disembarked,  a  disposition  was  made  to  mov^ 
on  towards  the  fort,  covered  by  the  light  companies*  The 
enemy  was  not  seen  until  about  1000  yards  in  front  of  their 
works;  they  gradually  fell  back,  and  no  firing  took  place, 
until  the  whole  had  retired  into  the  fort,  and  our  advance  had 
pushed  on  nearly  to  within  three  hundred  yards.  Having;; 
reconnoitred  the  fort  with  lieutenant-colonels  Burgoyne  and 
Dickson,  we  were  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  work  was 
formidable  only  against  an  assault;  that  batteries  being  ooc^ 
established,  it  must  speedily  fall.  >JEvery  exertion  was  made 
by  the  navy  to  land  provisions,  and  the  necessary  equipment 
o*  the  battering  train  and  engineer  stores.  We  broke  ground 
on  the  night  of  the  8th,  and  advanced  a  firing  partv  to  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  fort  during  the  night.  The  position 
of  the  batteries  being  decided  upon  the  next  day,  they  were 
ready  to  receive  their  guns  on  the  night  of  the  ioth,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  1 1th,  the  fire  of  a  battery  of  four  eighteen- 
pounders  on  the  left,  and  two  eight-inch  howitzers  on  the 
right,  each  about  one  hundred  yards  distant,  two  six-pounders 
at  about  three  hundred  yards,  and  eight  small  cohorns  ad^ 
v,(iL.  IV.  [H  r] 
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vantagf  ously  placed  on  the  right,,  with  intervals  between  of 
one  hundred  and  two  hundred  yards,  all  furnished  to  keep 
up  an  incessant  fire  for  two  days,  were  prepared  to  open« 
Preparatory-  to  commencing,  I  summoned  the  fort,  allowing 
the  commanding  officer  half  an  hour  for  decision  upon  such 
terms  as  were  proposed.  Finding  he  was  inclined  to  consider 
them,  I  prolonged  the  period  at  his  request,  and  at  3  o'clock 
the  fort  was  given  up  to  a  British  guard,  and  British  colours 
hoisted;  the  terms  being  signed  by  major  Smith,  military 
secretary,  and  captain  Uicketts,  R.  N.,  and  finally  approved  of 
by  the  vice-admiral  and  myself,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
inclose.  I  am  happy  to  say  our  loss  was  not  very  great;  and 
we  are  indebted  for  this,  in  a  great -measure,  to  the  efficient 
means  attached  to  this  force.  Had  we  been  obliged  to  resort 
to  any  other  mode  of  attack,  the  fall  could  not  have  been 
*         looked  for  under  such  favourable  circumstances. 

We  have  certain  information  of  a  force  having  been  sent 
from  Mobile,  and  disembarked  about- 12  miles  off,  in  the 
night  of  the  10th,  to  attempt  its  relief;  two  schooners  with 
provisions  and  an  intercepted  letter  fell  into  our  hands,  taken 
by  captain  Price,  royal  navy,  stationed  in  the  bay. 

I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  naming  to  your  lord- 
ship, again,  lieutenant-colonels  Dickson,  royal  artillery,  and 
Burgoyne,  royal  engineers,  who  displayed  their  usual  zeal 
and  abilities;  and  lieutenant  Bennett,  of  the  4th,  who  com- 
manded the  light  companies,  and  pushed  up  close  to  the  ene- 
my's works. 

Captain  the  honourable  R.  Spencer,  royal  navy,  who  had 
been  placed  with  a  detachment  of  seamen  under  my  orders, 
greatly  facilitated  the  service  in  every  way  by  his  exertions. 

From  captain  Ricketts,  of  the  royal  navy,  who  was  charged 
-    tvith  the  landing  and  disposition  of  the  naval  force,  I  re- 
ceived ever}'  assistance. 

(Signed)  .  -  JOHN  LAMBERT, 

Major-general^  commatiding. 
Earl  Bathursty  6e?c. 

Fort  Bowyer^  February  1 4,  1 81 5. 
Return  of  ordnance^  ammumtion^  and  stores^  captured  from 

the  enemy  in  this  place^  on  the  1 2th  instant: 
1  24-pounder,  2  9-pounders,  outside  of  the  fort. 

Guns. 
Iron — 3  32-pounder?,  8  24-poundcrs,  6  12-poimders,  5 
9-poundcrs. 
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Brass — 1  4-pounden 

Mortar — 1  8-inch. 

Howitzer— 1  5i-inch.  ^ 

Shot. 
3^pounder — .856  round,  64  grape,  1 1  case. 
2^pounder — 851  round,  176  bar,  286  grape,  84  case. 
12-pounder — 535  round,  74  grape,  439  case. 

9.pounder — 781  round,  SOS-grape,  429  case. 

6-pounder — 15  round,  7S  bar,  13  case. 

4- pounder — 231  round,  38  grape,  147  case. 
Shells — 25  8-inch,  74  5i-inch. 
183  hand  grenades. 

5,519  pounds  of  powder.  j  ^^^  '"^ 

1  triangle  gin,  complete.  V   OXFORD 

16,976  musket-ball  cartridges.  \^//?da^ 

500  flints.  \c!il2:> 

351  muskets,  complete,  with  accoutrements. 

(Signed)  JAMES  PERCIVAL, 

'Assistant'Commissary^  royal  artillery* 
(Signed)  A.  DICKSON, 

Lieutenantrcolonefy  commanding  royal  artillery* 

jr 

Return  of  casualties  in  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major*. 

General  Lambert^  employed  before  Fort  Borvyer^  between  the 

Sth  and  12th  of  February^  1815. 

Royal  sappers  and  miners — 1  rank  and  file  wounded. 

4th  foot— 8  rank  nnd  file  killed;  2  Serjeants,  13  rank  and  ' 
file  wounded. 

21st  foot— *2  Serjeants,  2  rank  and  file  killed;  1  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

40th  foot — 1  rank  and  file  killed;  1  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Total — 13  killed,  18  wounded. 

(Signed)  F.STOVEN, 

Deputy»adjutant'general^ 

Return  of  the  American  garrison^  of  Fort  Bowyer^  whic^ 

surrendered  to  the  force  under  major-general  Lambert^  llth 

February^  1815. 

1  field  officer,  3  captains,  10  subalterns,  2  staff,  16  ser* 
jeants,  16  drummers,  327  rank  and  file,  20  women,  16  chil- 
dren, 3  servants  not  soldiers. 

(Signed)  FRED.  STOVEN, 

Deputy'odjutant'general^ 
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CRUIZE  OF  THE  ESSEX  IN  THE  PACIFIC  6CfeAN. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Porter^  to  the  Secretarij  of 

the  Navy. 
Sir»  Essex  Junior^  July  3,  1814,  at  ^a. 

I  have  done  myself  the  honour  to  address  you,  repeated- 
ly, since  I  left  the  Delaware;  but  have  scarcely  a  hope  that 
one  of  my  letters  has  reached  you;  therefore,  consider  it  ne- 
cessary tof  give  you  a  brief  histor)'  of  my  proceedings  since 
that  period* 

I  sailed  from  the  Delaware  on  the  27th  of  October,  1812, 
and  repaired  with  all  diligence  (agreeably  to  instructions 
from  commodore  Bainbridge),  to  Port  Praya,  Fernando  de 
Noronho,  and  Cape  Frio;  and  arrived  at  each  place  on  the 
day  appointed  to  meet  him.  On  my  passage  from  Port  Praya 
to  Fernando  de  Noronho,  I  captured  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty *s  packet  Nocton;  and  after  taking  out  about  11,000/.  ster- 
ling in  specie,  sent  her  under  command  of  lieutenant  Finch 
for  America.  I  cruized  off  Hio  de  Janeiro  and  Cape  Frio 
until  the  12th  January,  1813,  hearing  frequently  of  the  com- 
modore by  vessels  from  Bahia.  I  here  captured  but  one  schoo- 
ner with  hides  and  tallow;  I  sent  her  into  Rio.  The  Mon- 
tague, the  admirars  ship  being  in  pursuit  of  me,  my  provi- 
sions now  getting  short,  and  finding  it  necessary  to  look  out 
for  a  supply,  to  enable  me  to  meet  the  commodore  by  the 
1st  of  April,  off  St/  Helena,  I  proceeded  to  the  island  of  6t. 
Catherine's  (the  last  place  of  rendezvous  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil),  as  the  most  likely  to  supply  my  wants,  and  at  the 
same  time  afford  me  that  secrecy  necessary  to  enable  me  to 
elude  the  British  ships  of  war  on  the  coast  and  expected 
there*  I  here  could  procure  only  wood,  water,  «nd  ruib,  and 
a  few  bags  of  flour;  and  hearing  of  the  commodore's  action 
with  the  Java,  the  capture  of  the  Hornet  by  the  Montague, 
and  of  a  considerable  augmentation  of  the  British  force  on 
the  coast,  and  of  several  being  in  pursuit  of  me,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  get  to  sea  us  soon  as  possible.  I  now,  agreeaiUy 
to  the  commodore's  plan,  stretched  to  the  southward,  scour- 
ing the  coast  as  far  as  Kio  de  la  Plata.  I  heard  that  Bucbos 
Ayres  was  in  a  state  of  starvation  and  could  not  supply  our 
wants;  ami  that  the  government  of  Monteviedo  was  very  ini- 
mical to  us.  The  comhiodore's  instructions  now  left  it  com- 
pletely discretionary  with  me  what  course  to  pursue,  and  -I 
determined  on  following  that  which  had  not  only  met  his  ap- 
probation but  the  approbation  of  the  then  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy* I  accordingly  shaped  my  course  for  the  Pacific;  and  a& 
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ter  suffering  greatly  from  short  allowance  of  provisions  and 
heavy  gales  off  Cape  Horn  (for  which  my  ship  and  men  were 
illy  provided)^  I  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  l^th  M arch^ 
1813.  I  here  took  in  as  much  jerked  beef  and  other  provi- 
sions as  my  ship  would  conveniently  stow,  and  ran  down  the 
coast  of  Chili  and  Peru;  in  this  tract  I  fell  in  with  a  Peru- 
vian corsair,  which  had  on  board  twenty-four  Americans  as' 
prisoners,  the  crews  of  two  whale  ships  which  she  had  taken 
on  the  coast  of  Chili.  The  captain  informed  me  duiit,  as  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  capture  all  thiy  should^ 
meet  with,  in  expectation  of  a  war  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States.  I  consequently  threw  all  his  guns  and  ammu- 
nition into  the  sea,  liberated  the  Americans,  wrote  a  re* 
spectful  letter  to  the  vice-rpy,  explaining  the  cause  of  my 
proceeding3,  which  I  delivered  to  her  captain.  I  then  pro- 
ceeded for  Lima,  and  re-*captured  one  of  the  vessels  as  she 
was  entering  the  port.  From  thence  I  proceeded  for  the  Gal- 
lapagos  islands,  where  I  cruized,  from  the  17th  April  until 
the  3d  October,  1813;  during  which  time  I  touched  only 
once  on  the  coast  of  America,  which  was  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  a  supply  of  fresh  water,  as  none  is  to  be  found 
among  those  islands,  which  are  perhaps  the  imost  barren  and 
desolate  of  any  known. 

While  among  this  group,  I  captured  the  following  British 
ships,  employed  chiefly  in  the  spermaceti  whale  fishery,  viz* 

Letters  of  Marque* 

tons.       men.     guns*  pierced  for 


Montezuma, 

2ro 

21  ' 

2 

Policy, 

175 

26 

10 

18 

Georgiana, 

280 

25 

6 

18 

Greenwich, 

338 

25 

10 

20 

Atlantic, 

355 

24 

8 

20 

Rose, 

220 

21 

8 

20 

Hector, 

270 

25 

11 

20 

Catharine, 

270 

29 

.  8 

18 

Serin^apatam, 

357 

31 

14 

26 

Charlton, 

274 

21 

10 

18 

New  Zealander, 

259 

23 

8 

18 

Sir  A.  Hammond, 

301 

31 

12 

18 

3465      302        107 
As  some  of  those  ships  were  captured  by  boats,  and  others 
by  prizes,  my  officers  and  men  had  several  opportunities  of 
shewing  their  gallantry« 
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The  Rose  and  Charlton  were  given  up  to  the  prUoners,* 
the  Hector,  Catharine,  and  Montezuma,  I  sent  to  Valparai* 
so,  where  they  were  laid  up;  the  Policy,  Georgiana,  and  New 
Zi-alander,  I  sent  for  America;  the  Greenwich  I  k'ept  as  a 
store-ship  to  contain  the  stores  of  my  other  prizes  necessary 
for  us;  and  the  Atlantic,  now  called  the  Essex  Junior,  I 
equipped  with  twent)'  guns  and  gave  command  of  her  to  lieu* 
tenant  Downes. 

Lieutenant  Downes  had  convoyed  the  prizes  to  Valparai- 
so, and;  on  his  return,  brought  me  letters,  informing  me  that 
a  squadron  under  the  command  of  commodore  James  Hill- 
yar,  consisting  of  the  frigate  Phoebe,  of  36  guns,  the  Ra- 
coon and  Cherub  sloops  of  war,  and  a  store-ship  of  20  guns, 
had  sailed  on  the  6th  of  July  for  this  sea.  The  Racoon  and 
Cherub  had  been  seeking  me  for  some  time  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  and,  on  their  return  from  their  cruize,  joined  the 
squadron  sent  in  search  of  me  to  the  Pacific.  My  ship,  as  it 
may  be  supposed,  after  being  nearly  a  year  at  sea,  required 
some  repairs  to  put  her  in  a  state  to  m6et  them;  which  I  de- 
termined to  do,  and  bring  them  to  action,  if  I  could  meet 
them  on  nearly  equal  terms.  I  proceeded,  now,  in  company 
with  the  remainder  of  my  prizes,  to  the  island  of  Nooaheva, 
or  Madison's  island,  lying  in  the  Washington  groupe,  disco- 
vered by  a  captain  Ingraham  of  Bosion;  here  I  caulked  and 
completely  overhauled  my  ship,  made  for  her  a  new  set  of 
water  casks,  her  old  ones  being  entirely  decayed,  and  took  on 
board  from  my  prizes  provisions  and  stores  for  upwards  of 
four  months,  and  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Chili  on  the  12th 
December,  1813.  Previous  to  sailing,  I  secured  the  Seringa- 
patam,  Greenwich,  and  sir  Andrew  Hammond,  under  die 
guns  of  a  battery,  which  I  erected  for  their  protection  (af- 
ter taking  possession  of  this  fine  island  for  the  United  States, 
and  establishing  the  most  friendly  intercburse  with  the  na- 
tives). I  left  them  under  the  charge  of  lieutenant  Gamble  of 
the  marines,  with  twenty-one  men,  with  orders  to  repair  to 
Valparaiso  after  a  certain  period. 

I  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Chili  on  the  12th  January,  1814; 
looked  into  Conception  and  Valparaiso,  found  at  both  places 
only  three  English  vessels,  and  learned  that  the  squadron 
which  sailed  from  Hio  de  Janeiro  for  that  sea  had  not  been 
heard  of  since  their  departure,  and  were  supposed  to  be  lost 
in  endeavouring  to  double  Cape  Horn.     * 

I  had  completely  broken  up  the  British  navigation  in  the 
Pacific;  the  vessels  which  had  not  been  captured  by  me,  were 
laid  up  and  dared  not  venture  oat.  I  had  afforded  the  most 
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ample  protection  to  our  own  vessels,  which  were,  on  my  arri- 
val, very,  numerous  and  unprotected.  The  valuable  whale 
fishery  there  is  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  actual  injur\'  we 
have  done  them  may  be  estimated  at  two  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars,  independent  of  the  expenses  of  vessels  in  search 
of  me.  *They  have  furnished  me  ampiv  with  sails,  cprdage, 
cables,  anchors,  provisions,  medicines,  and  stores  of  every 
description;  and  the  sk)ps  on  board  them  have  furnished 
clothing  for  the  seamen.  We  had  in  fact  lived  on  the  enemy 
since  I  had  been  in  that  sea,  every  prize  having  proved  a 
well-found  store-ship  for  me.  I  had.  not  yet  been  utider  the 
necessity  of  drawing  bills  on  the  department  for  any  object,, 
and  had  been  enabled  to  make  considerable  advances  to  my 
officers  and  crew  on  account  of  pay. 

For  the  unexampled  time  we  had  kept  the  sea,  my  crew 
had  continued  remarkably  healthy;  t  had  but  one  case  of  the 
scurvy,  and  had  lost  oiily  the  following  men  by  death,  viz; 

John  S.  Cowan,  lieutenant, 

Robert  Miller,  surgeon, 

Levi  Holmes,  O.  seaman, 

Edward  Sweeny,     do. 

Samuel  Groce,  seaman, 

James  Spafford,  gunner's-mate, 

Benjamin  Geers,  1 

John'Rodgers,    ' )  q"a«er-gunners, 

Andrew  Mahan,  corporal  of  tharines, 

Lewis  Price,  private  marine. 

I  had  done  all  the  injury  that  could  be  done  to  the  British 
commerce  in  the  Pacific,  and  still  hoped  to  signalize  my  cruize 
by  something  more  splendid  before  leaving  that  sea.  I  thought 
it  not  improbable  that  commodore  Hillyar  might  have  kept 
his  arrival  secret,  and  believing  that  he  would  seek  me  at 
Valparaiso,  as  the  most  likely  place,  to  find  me,  I  therefore 
determined  to  cruize  about  that  place,  and  should  I  fail  of 
meeting  him,  hoped  to  be  compensated  by  the  capture  of 
some  merchant  ships,  said  to  be  expected  from  England. 

The  Phoebe,  agreeably  to  my  expectations,  came  to  seek 
me  at  Valparaiso,  where  I  was  anchored  with  th#Essex,  my 
armed  pri^e  the  Essex  Junior,  under  the  command  of  lieute- 
nant Downes,  on  the  look  out  off  the  harbour;  but,  contrary 
to  the  course  I  thought  he  would  pursue,  commodore  Hill- 
yar brought  with  him  the  Cherub  sloop  of  war,  mounting 
28  guns,  eighteen  32 -pound  carronades,  eight  24s  and  two 
long  9s  on  the  quarter  deck  and  forecastle,  and  a  comple- 
ment of  180  men.  The  force  of  the  Phoebe  is  as  follows: 
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thirty  long  18-pounden,  sixteen  32-pound  carroBades,  Me 
howitzer,  and  six  3-pounders  in  her  tops,  in  all  53  guns,  and 
a  complement  of  320  men;  making  a  force  of  81  guns  and 
500  men;  in  addition  to  which,  they  took  on  board  the  crew 
of  4m  English  letter  of  marque  lying  in  port.  Both  8fai)>8 
had  picked  crews,  and  were  sent  into  the  Pacific,  in  company 
with  the  Racoon  of  22  guns,  and  a  store-ship  of  20  guns^ 
for  the  express  purpose  of  seeking  the  Essex,  and  were  pre- 
pared with  flags  bearing  the  motto,  ^^  God  and  country;  Bd" 
tish  sailors'  best  rights;  traitors  offend  both."  This  was  in- 
tended as  a  reply  to  my  motto,  *^  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights," 
under  the  erroneous  impression  that  my  crew  were  chiefly 
Englishmen,  or  to  counteract  its  eifect  on  their  own  crew8« 
The  force  of  the  Essex  was  46  guns,  forty  32-pound  carro* 
nades  and  six  long  12s,  and  her  crew,  which  had  been  much 
reduced  by  pri;:es,  amounted  only  to  255  men.  The  Essex 
Junior,  which  was  intended  chiefly  as  a  store-ship,  mounted 
20  guns,  ten  18-pound  carron^des,  and  ten  short  6s,  with 
only  60  men  on  board.  In  reply  to  their  motto,  I  wrote  at 
my  mizen,  ^^  God,  our  country,  and  libert}'^;  tyrants  offend 
them." 

On  getting  their  provisions  on  board  they  went  off  the  port 
for  the  purpose  of  blockading  me,  where  they  cruised  for 
nearly  six  weeks,  during  which  time  I  endeavoured  to  provoke 
a  challenge,  and  frequently,  but  ineffef  tually,  to  bring  the 
Phoebe  alone  to  action,  first  with  both  my  ships,  and  after- 
wards with  my  single  ship,  with  both  crews  on  board*  I  was 
several  times  under  way,  and  ascertained  that  I  had  greatly 
the  advantage  in  point  of  sailing,  and  once  succeeded  in  dos- 
ing within  gun-shot  of  the  Phoebe,  and  commenced  a  fire  on 
her,  when  she  ran  down  for  the  Cherub,  which  was  two  and 
a  half  miles  to  leeward.  This  excited  some  siu-prise  and  ex- 
pressions of  indignation,  as  previous  to  my  getting  under 
way  she  hove  too  off  the  port,  hoisted  her  motto  flag,  and  fired 
a  gun  to  windwatti.  Commodore  Hillyar  seemed  determined 
to  avoid  a  contest  with  me  on  nearly  equal  terms;  and  from 
his  extreme  prudence  in  keeping  both  his  ships  ever  after 
constantly4M^ithin  hail  of  each  other,  there  were  no  hopes  of 
any  advantages  to  my  country  from  a  longer  stay  in  port  I 
therefore  determined  to  put  to  sea  the  first  opportunity  which 
should  offer;  and  I  was  the  more  strongly  induced  to  do  so^ 
as  I  had  gained  certain  intelligence  that  the  Tagus,  rated  38, 
and  two  other  frigates,  had  sailed  for  that  sea  in  pursuit  of 
me,  and  I  had  reason  to  expect  the  arrival  of  the  Racooa 
from  the  noith' west  coast  of  America,  where  she  had  been 
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sent  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  fur  establishment  on 
the  Columbia.  A  rendezvous  was  appointed  for  the  Essex 
Junior,  and  every  arrangement  made  for.  sailing,  and  I  in- 

-  tended  to  let  them  chase  me  oiBF,  to  give  the  Essex  Junior  an 
opportunity  of  escaping.  On  the  28th  March,  the  day  after 
this  determination  was  formed,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow 
fresh  from  the  southward,  when  I  parted  ray  larboard  pable, 
and  dragged  my  starboard  anchor  directly  out  to  sea.  Not  a 
moment  was  to  be  lost  in  getting  sail  on  the  ship.  The  enemy 
were  close  in  with  the  point  forming  the  west  side  of  the  bay; 
but  on  opening  them,  I  saw  a  prospect  of  passing  to  wind- 
ward, when  I  took  in  my  top-gallant-sails,  which  were  set 
over  single  reefed  top-sails,  and  braced  up  for  this  purpose; 
but  on  rounding  the  point  a  heavy  squall  struck  the  ship  and 
carried  away  her  main-top-mast,  precipitating  the  men  who 
were  aloft  into  the  sea,  who  were  drowned.  Both  ships  now 
gave  chase  to  me,  and  I  endeavoured,  in  my  disabled  state, 
to  regain  the  port;  but  in  finding  I  could  not  recover  the 
common  anchorage,  I  ran  close  into  a  small  bay,  about  three 

.  quarters  of  a  mile  to  leeward  of  the  batter^'^,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  harbour,  and  let  go  my  anchor  within  pistol-shot  of  the 
shore,  where  I  intended  to  repair  my  damages  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  enemy  continued  to  approach,  and  showed  an 
evident  intention  of  attacking,  regardless  of  the  neutrality  of 
the  place  where  I  was  anchored;  and  the  caution  observed  in 
their  approach  to  the  attack  of  the  Essex  was  truly  ridjxulous, 
as  was  their  display  of  their  motto  flags,*  and  the  number  of 
jacks  at  all  their  mast-heads.  I,  with  as  much  expedition  as 
circumstances  would  admit  of,  got  my  ship  ready  for  action^ 
and  endeavoured  to  get  a  spring  on  my  cable,  but  had  not  suc- 
ceeded when  the  enemy,  at  54  minutes  after  3,  P.  M.,  made 
his  attack,  the  Phoebe  placing  herself  under  my  stern,  and 
the  Cherub  on  my  starboard  bow;  but  the  Cherub  soon  find- 
ing her  situation  a  hot  one,  bore  up  and  ran  under  my  stem 
also,  where  both  ships  kept  up  a  hot  raking  fire.  I  had  got 
three  long  twelve-pounders  out  of  the  stem  ports,  which  were 
worked  with  so  much  bravery  and  skill  that  in  half  an  hour 
we  so  disabled  both  as  to  compel  them  to  haul  oiF  to  repair 
damages.  In  the  course  of  this  firing  I  had,  by  the  great  ex* 
ertions  of  Mr.  Edward  Barnewall,  the  acting  sailing-master « 
assisted  by  Mr.  Linscott,  the  boatswain,  succeeded  in  getting 
springs  on  our  cable  three  different  times;  but  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  was  so  excessive  that  before  we  could  get  our  broad- 
side to  bear  they  were  shot  away;  and  thus  rendered  useless 
VOL*  IV.  [S  s] 
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to  us.  My  ship  had  received  many  injuries,  and  ISeveral  had 
been  killed  and  wounded;   but  my  brave  officers  and  men, 
BOtwithstimding  the  unfavourable  circumstances  under  which 
we  were  brought  to  action,  and  the  powerful  force  opposed 
to  us,  were  no  ways  discouraged — all  appeared  determined 
to  defend  their  ship  to  the  last  extremity,  and  to  die  in  pre- 
ference to  a  shameful  surrender.    Our  gaff,  with  the  ensign 
and  t|^e  motto  flag  at  the  mizen,  had  been  shot  away,  hot 
free   trade  and  sailors*   rights  continued  to  fly  at  the  fore. 
Our  ensign  was  replaced  by  another,  and  to  guard  against 
a  similar  event,  an  ensign  was  made  fast  in  the  mizen  rig- 
ging, and  several  jacks  were  hoisted  in  different  parts  of  the 
ship.    The  enemy  soon  repaired  his  damages  for  a  fresh  at- 
tack; he  now  placed  himself,  with  both  his  ships,  on  my  star- 
board quarter,  out  of  the  reach  of  my  carronades,  and  where 
my  stern  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  be^;  he  there  kept  up 
a  most  galling  fire,  which  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  return, 
when  I  saw  no  prospect  of  injuring  him  without  getting  un- 
der way  and  becoming  the  assailant.  My  top-sail  sheets  and 
halyards  were  all  shot  away,  as  well  as  the  jib  and  fore-top- 
mast-stay-sail-halyards. The  only  rope  not  cut  was  the  flying- 
jib-halyards;  and  that  being  the  only  sail  I  could  set,  I  caus- 
ed it  to  be  hoisted,  my  cable  to  be  cut,  and  ran  down  on  both 
ships,  with  an  intention  of  laying  the  Phoebe  on  board.  The 
firing  on  both  sides  was  now  tremendous;  I  had  let  fall  my 
fore-top-sail  and  fore-sail,  but  the  want  of  tacks  and  sheets 
rendered  them  almost  useless  to  us;  yet  we  were  enabled, 
for  a  short  time,  to  close  with  the  enemy;  and,  although  our 
decks  were  now  strewed  with  dead,  and  our  cockpit  filled. with 
wounded,  although  our  ship  had  been  several  times  on  fire, 
and  was  rendered  a  perfect  wreck,  we  were  still  encouraged 
to  hope  to  save  her,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Cherub, 
from  her  crippled  state,  being^compelled  to  haul  off.  She  £d 
not  return'  to  close  action  again,  although  she  apparently  had 
it  in  her  power  to  do  so,  but  kept  a  distant  firing  with  her 
long  guns.  The  Phoebe,  from  our  disabled  state,  was  enabled, 
however,  by  edging  off,  to  choose  the  distance  which  best 
suited  her  long  guns,  and  kept  up  a  tremendous  fire  on  us, 
which   mowed  down  my  brave  companions  by  the  dozen. 
Many  of  my  guns  had  been  rendered  useless  by  the  enemy's 
shot,  and  many  of  them  had  had  their  whole  crews  destroyed. 
We  manned  them  .again  from  those  which  were  disaUed, 
and  one  gun,  in  particular^  was  three  times  manned;  fifteen 
men  were  slain  at  it  in  the  course  of  the  action!  but^  stnmge 
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as  it  may  appear,  the  capt^n  of  it  escaped  with  only  a  slight 
wound.  ' 

Finding  that  the  enemy  had  it  in  his  power  to  choose  his 
distance,  I  now  gave  up  all  hopes  of  closing  with  him,  and  ag 
the  wind  for  the  moment  seemed  to  favour  the  design,  I  de- 
termined to  endeavour  to  run  her  on  shore,  land  my  men,  and 
destroy  her.  Every  thing  seemed  to  favour  my  wishes.  We  had 
approached  the  shore  within  musket-shot,  and  I  had  no  doubt 
of  succeeding,  when,  in  an  instant,  the  wind  shifted  from  the 
land  (as  is  very  common  in  this  port  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
day),  and  payed  our  head  down  on  the  Phoebe,  where  we  were 
again  exposed  to  a  dreadful  raking  fire.  My  ship  was  now 
totally  unmanageable;  yet,  as  her  head  was  toward  the  enemy,- 
and  he  to  leeward  of  me,  I  still  hoped  to  be  able  to  board  him* 
At  this  moment  lieutenant  commandant  Downes  came  on 
board  to  receive  my  orders,  under  the  impression  that  I 
should  soon  be  a  prisoner.  He  could  be  of  no  use  to  me  in 
the  then  wretched  state  of  the  Essex;  and  finding  (from  the 
enemy's  putting^  his  helm  up),  that  my  last  attempt  at  board- 
ing would  not  succeed,  I  directed  him  after  he  had  been  about 
ten  minutes  on  board,  to  return  to  his  own  ship,  to  be  pre- 
pared for  defending  or  destroying  her  in  case  of  attack.  He 
took  with  him  several  of  my  wounded,  leaving  three  of  his 
boat's  crew  on  board  to  make  room  for  them.  The  Cherub 
had  now  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  herself,  by  keeping 
up  a  hot  fire  on  him  during  his  return.  The  slaughter  on 
board  my  ship  had  now  become  horrible,  the  enemy  con- 
tinuing to  rake  us^  and  we  unable  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear.  I 
therefore  directed  a  hawser  to  be  bent  to  the  sheet  anchor, 
and  the  anchor  to  be  cut  from  her  bows  to  bring  her  head 
round;  this  succeeded,  we  again  got  our  broadside  to  bear, 
and  as  the  enemy  was  much  crippled  and  unable  to  hold  his 
own,  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  soon  have  drifted  out  of  gun- 
shot before  he  discovered  we  had  anchored,  had  not  the  haw- 
ser unfortunately  parted.  My  ship  had  taken  fire  several 
times  during  the  action,  but  alarmingly  so  forward  and  aft  at 
this  moment;  the  flames  were  bursting ,  up  each  hatchway, 
and  no  hopes  were  entertained  of  saving  her;  our  distance 
from  the  shore  did  not  exceed  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and 
I  hoped  many  of  my  brave  crew  would  be  able  to  save  them- 
selves should  the  ship  blow  up,  as  I  was  informed  the  fire 
was  near  the  magazine,  and  the  explosion  of  a  large  quantity 
of  powder  below  served  to  increase  the  horrors  of  our  situation; 
our  boats  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy's  shdt;  I  therefore^ ' 
directed  those  who  could  swim  to  jump  overboardt  and  en- 
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deavour  to  gain  the  shore.  Some  reached'it,  some  were  taken 
hy  the  enemy,  and  some  perished  in  the  attempt;  but  most 
preferred  sharing  with  me  the  fate  of  the  ship.  We,  who  re- 
mained,  turned  our  attention   wholly  to  extinguishing  the 
flames;  and  when  we  had  succeeded  went  again  to  the  guns, 
where  the  firing  was  kept  up  for  some  minutes,  but  the  crew 
had  by  this  time  become  so  weakened,  that  they  declared  to 
me  the  impossibility  of  making  further  resistance,  and  en* 
treated  me  to  surrender  my  ship  to  save  the  wounded,  as  all 
further  attempt  at  opposition  must  prove  ineiFectual,  almost 
every  gun  being  disabled  by  the  destruction  of  their  crews. 
I  now  sent  for  the  officers  of  divisions  to  consult  them;  but 
what  was  my  surprise  to  find  only  acting-lieutenant  Stephen 
Decatur  M'Knight  remaining  (who  confirmed  the  report 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  guns  on  the  gun-deck,  those 
on  the   spar-deck   were  not  in  a  better  state).     Lieutenant 
Wilmer,  after  fighting  most  gallandy  throughout  the  action, 
had  be  n  knocked  overboard  by  a  splinter  while  getting  the 
sheet  anchor  from  the  bows,  and  was  drowned.  Acting-lieu- 
tenant John  (;.  Cowell  had  lost  a  leg;  Mr.  Edward  Barne- 
wall,  acting-sailing-master,  had  been  carried  below,  after  re- 
ceiving two  severe  wounds,  one  in  the  breast  and  one  in  the 
face;  and  acting-lieutenant  William  H.  Odenheimer  had  been 
knocked  overboard  from  the  quarter  an  instant  before,  and 
did  not  regain  the  ship  till  after  the  surrender.     I  was  in- 
formed that  the  cockpit,  the  steerage,  the  ward-room,  and 
the  birth-deck   could  contain  no  more  wounded;   that  the 
wounded  were  killed  whilt*  the  surgeons  were  dressing  them, 
and  that  unless  something  was  speedily  done  to  prevent  it,  the 
ship  would  srfon  sink  from  ihe  number  of  shot-holes  in  her  bot- 
tom. And  on  sending  for  the  carpejiter,  he  informed  me  that 
all  his  crew  had  been  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  he  had 
once  been  over  the  side  to  stop  the  leaks,  when  his  slings  had 
been  shot  away,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  was  saved  from 
drowning.  The  enemy,  from  the  smoothness  of  the  water, 
and  the  impossibility  of  our  reaching  him  with  our  carron- 
ades,  and  the  little  apprehension  that  was  excited  by  our  fire, 
which  bad  now  become  much  slackened,  was  enabled  to  take 
aim  at  us  as  at  a  target;  his  shot  never  missed  our  hull,  and 
ray  ship  was  cut  up  in  a  manner  which  was  gerhaps  never  be- 
fore witnessed;  in  fine,  I  saw  no  hopes  of  saving  her,  and  at 
20  minutes   after  6,  P.  M.,  gave  the  painful  order  to  strike 
th^  »  olours.  Seventy- five  men,  including  officers  were  all  that 
remained  of  my  whole  crew,  after  the  action,  capable  of  do- 
ing duty,  and  many  of  them  severely  wounded,  some  of  whom 
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have  Since  died.  The  enemy- still  continued  his  firing,  and 
my  brave,  though  unfortunate  companions  were  still  falling 
about  me.  I  directed  an  opposite  gun  to  be  fired,  to  show 
them  we  intended  no  further  resistance;  but  they  did  not  de- 
sist; four  men  were  killed  at  my  side,  and  others  in  dilFerent 
parts  of  the  ship^  I  now  believed  he  intended  to  show  us  no 
quarter,, and  that  it  would  be  as  well  to  die  with  my  flag  fly- 
ing as  struck,  and  was  on  the  point  of  again  hoisting  it,  whien 
about  ten  minutes  after  hauling  the  colours  down  he  ceased 
firing. 

I  cannot  speak  in  sufficiently  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct 
of  those  engaged  for  such  an  unparalleled  length  of  time  (un- 
der such  circumstances)  with  me,  in  the  arduous  and  unequal 
contest.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that  more  bravery,  skill,  patriotism, 
and  zeal,  were  never  displayed  on  any  occasion.  Every  one 
seei^ied  determined  to  die  in  defence  of  their  much-loved 
country's  cause,  and  nothing  but  views  to  humanity  could 
ever  have  reconciled  them  to  the  surrender  of  the  ship— they 
remembered  their  wounded  and  helpless  shipmates  below. 
To  acting-lieutenants  M'Knight  and  Odenheimer  I  feel 
much  indebted  for  their  great  exertions  and  bravery  through- 
put the  action,  in  fighting  and  encouraging  the' men  at  their  di- 
visions, for  the  dextrous  management  of  the  long-gims,  and 
for  their  promptness  in  re-manning  their  guns  as  their  crews 
were  slaughtered.  The  conduct  of  that  brave  and  heroic  offi- 
cer, acting-lieutenant  John  G.  Cowell,  who  lost  his  leg  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  action^  excited  the  admiration  of  every 
man  in  the  ship,  and  after  being  wounded  would  not  consent 
to  be  taken  below  ufitil  loss  of  blood  rendered  hian  insensi- 
ble. Mr.  Edward  Barnewall,  acting-sailing-master,  whose 
activity  and  courage  was  equally  conspicuous,  returned  on 
deck  after  his  first  wound,  and  remained  after  receiving  his 
second  until  fainting  with  loss  of  blood.  Mr.  Samuel  B.- 
Johnson, who  had  joined  me  the  day  before,  and  acted  as  ma- 
rine officer,  conducted  himself  with  great  bravery,  and  exert- 
ed himself  in  assisting  at  the  long  guns;  the  musketry  after 
the  first  half  hour  being  useless  (from  our  long  distance). 

Mr.  M.  W.  Bostwick,  whom  I  had  appointed  acting-pur- 
ser of  the  Essex  Junior,  who  was  on  board  my  ship,  did  the 
duties  of  aid,  in  a  manner  which  reflects  on  him  the  highest 
honour,  and  midshipmen  Isaacs,  Farragut,  and  Ogden,  as 
well  as  aciing-midshipmen  James  Ferry,  James  R.  Lyman, 
and  Samu  1  D  izcnbury,  and  mater's-mate  William  Pierce, 
exerted  themselves  in  the^perforoxance  of  their  respective 
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dutitrs,  and  gave  an  earnest  of  their  value  to  the  service;  the 
three  first  are  too  young  to  recommend  for  promotion,  the 
latter  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  your  confirmation,  as 
well  as  ihd^icting-lieutenants,  and  Messrs.  Bamewall,  John- 
son, and  Bostwick. 

We  have  bten  unfortunate  but  not  disgraced — ^the  defence 
of  the  Essex  has  not  been  less  honourable  to  her  officers  and 
crew  than  the  capture  of  an  equal  force;  and  I  now  consider 
my  situation  less  unpleasant  than  that  of  commodore  HiQyar, 
who,  in  violation  of  every  principle  of  honour  and  generosity, 
and  regardless  of  the  rights  of  nations,  attacked  the  Essex 
in  her  crippled  state,  within  pistol-shot  of  a  neutral  shore, 
when  for  six  weeks  I  had  daily  offered  him  fair  and  honour- 
able combat,  on  terms  greatly  to  his  advantage;  the  blood  of 
the  slain  must  be  for  ever  on  his  head,  and  he  has  yet  to  re- 
concile his  conduct  to  heaven,  to  his  conscience,  and  to  the 
world*  The  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  frdm  commodore 
Hillyar,  which  was  written  previous  to  his  returning  me  my 
sword,  will  shew  his  opinion  of  our  conduct. 

My  loss  has  been  dreadfully  severe,  58  killed,  or  have  since 
died  of  their  wounds,  and  among  them  lieutenant  Cowell; 
39  were  severely  wounded,  27  slightly,  and  31  are  missing; 
making  in  all  154  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

The  professional  knowltdge  of  doctor  Richard  Hoffman, 
acting-surgeon,  and  doctor  Alexander  Montgomery,  acting 
surgeon Vmate,  added  to  their  assiduity,  and  the  benevolent 
attentions  and  assistance  of  Mr.  D.  P.  Adams,  the  chaplain, 
saved  the  lives  of  many  of  the  wounded;  those  gentlemen 
have  been  indefatigable  in  their  attentions  to  them;  the  two 
first  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  confirmation,  and  the  lat- 
ter to  the  notice  of  the  department. 

I  must,  in  justification  of  myself,  observe,  that  with  our 
six  12-pounders  only  we  fought  this  action,  our  carronades 
being  almost  useless. 

The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  has  been  great  with  the 
enemy;  »mong  the  former  is  thp  first  lieutenant  of  the  PhoebCi 
and  of  the  latter  captain  Tucker  of  the  Cherub,  whose  wounds 
are  severe.  Both  the  Essex  and  Phoebe  were  in  a  linking 
state,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  be  kept  afloat  un- 
til they  anchored  in  Valparaiso  next  morning.  The  battered 
state  of  the  Essex,  will,  I  believe,  prevent  her  ever  reaching 
England,  and  I  also  think  it  will  be  out  of  their  power  tore- 
pair  the  damages  of  the  Phoebe,  so  as  to  enable  her  todouUe 
Cape  Horn.  AUthe  masts  and  yards  of  the  Phoebe  and  Che* 
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rub  are  badly  crippled,  and  their  hulls  much  cut  up,  the  form« 
er  had  eighteen  12-pound  shot  through  her,  btlow  her  water  * 
line,  some  three  feet  undt* r  water.   Nothing  but  the  smooth* 
ness  of  the  water  saved  both  the  Phoebe  and  Esfcx, 

I  hope,  sir,  that  our  conduct  may  prove  satisfactory  to 
our  country,  and  that  it  will  testify  it  by  obtaining  our  spee- 
dy exchange,  that  we  may  again  have  it  in  our  power  to  prove 
our  zeal. 

Commodore  Hillyar  (I  am  informed)  has  thought  proper 
to  state  to  his  government  that  the  action  lasted  only  45  mi- 
nutes. Should  he  have  done  so,  the  motive  may  be  easily  dis-  ' 
covered;  but  the  thoi^sands  of  disinterested  witnesses  who 
covered  the  surrounding  hills  can  testify  that  we  fought  his 
ships  nearly  two  hours  and  a  half.  Upwards  of  fifty  broadsides 
were  fired  by  the  enemy,  agreeable  to  their  own  accotints, 
and  upwards  of  seventy-five  by  ours.  Except  the  few  mi- 
nutes they  were  repairing  damages,  the  firing  was  inces- 
sant. 

Soon  after  my  capture  I  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
commodore  Hillyar  to  disarm  my  prize  the  Essex  Junior, 
and  proceed  with  the  survivors  of  my  officers  and  crew  in 
her  to  the  United  States,  taking  with  me  all  her  officers  and 
crew.  He  consented  to  grant  her  a  passport  to  secure  her 
from  re-capture.  The  ship  was  small,  and  we  knew  we  had 
much  to  suffer,  yet  we  hoped  soon  to  reach  our  country  in 
safety,  that  we  might  again  have  it  in  our  power  to  serve  lU 
This  arrangement  was  attended  with  no  additional  expense, 
as  she  was  abundantly  supplied  with  provisions  and  stores 
for  the  voyage. 

Injustice  to  commodore  Hillvar,  I  must  observe,  that  (al- 
though I  can  never  be  reconciled  to  the  manner  of  his  attack 
on  the  Essex,  or  to  his  conduct  before  the  action)  he  has, 
since  our  capture,  shewn  the  greatest  humanity  to  my  wound- 
ed (whom  he  permitted  me  to  land,  on  condition  that  the 
United  States  should  bear  their  expenses),  and  has  endea- 
voured, as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  alleviate  the  distresses 
of  war  by  the  most  generous  and  delicate  deportment  to*, 
wards  myself,  my  officers,  and  crew.  He  gave  orders  that 
the  property  of  every  person  should  be  respected;  his  orders:, 
however,  were  not  so  strictly  attended  to  as  might  have  been 
expected:  besides  being  deprived  of  books,  charts,  &c.  both 
myself  and  officers  lost  many  articles  of  our  clothing — some  to 
a  considerable  amount.  I  should  not  have  considered  this 
last  circumstance  of  sufficient  importance  (o  notice,  did  it  not 
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mark  a  striking  difference  between  the  navy  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  that  of  the  United  States,  highly  creditable  to  the 
latter.         ^ 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Tagus,  a  few  davs  after  my  capture, 
I  was  informed,  hat  btsides  the  ships  which  had  arrived  in 
the  Pacific  in  pursuit  of  me,  and  those  still  expected,  others 
were  sent  to  cruize  for  me  in  the  China  seas,  off  New  Zea- 
land, Timor,  and  Nt-w  Holland,  and  that  another  frigate  was 
sent  to  the  Kiver  la  Plata. 

To  possess  the  Essex  it  has  cost  the  British  government 
nearly  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  yet,  sir,  her  capture  was 
owing  entirely  to  accident;  and  if  we  consider  the  expedi- 
tion with  which  naval  contests  are  now  decided,  the  action 
is  a  dishonour  to'  them.  Had  they  brought  their  ships  boldly 
into  action,  with  a  force  so  ver}-  superior,  and  having  the 
choice  of  position,  they  should  either  have  captured  or  de- 
stroyed us  in  one-fourth  the  time  they  were  about  it. 

During  the  action,  our  consul-general  Mr.  Poinsett  called 
on  the  governor  of  Valparaiso,  and  requested  that  the  batte- 
ries might  protect  the  Essex.  This  request  was  refused,  but 
he  promised  that  if  she  should  succeed  in  fighting  her  way 
to  the  common  anchorage,  he  should  send  an  ofilicer  to  the 
British  commander  and  request  him  to  cease  firing,  but  de- 
clined using  force  under  any  circumstances,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  of  a  perfect  understanding  existing  between  them;  this 
conduct,  added  to  the  assistance  given  to  the  British,  and 
their  friendly  reception  after  the  action,  and  the  strong  bias 
of  the  faction  which  govern  Chili  in  favour  of  the  English, 
as  well  as  their  hostility  to  the  Americans,  induced  Mr.  , 
Poinsett  to  leave  that  country.  Under  such  circumstances 
I  did  not  conceive  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  claim  the  re- 
storation of  lyy  ship,  confident  that  the  claim  would  be  made 
by  my  government  to  more  •  tffect  Finding  some  difficulty 
in  the  sale  of  my  prizes,  1  had  taken  the  Hector  and  Catha- 
rine to  sea,  and  burnt  them  with  their  cargoes. 

I  exchanged  lieutenant  M'Knight,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  . 
Lyman,  and  eleven  seamen,  for  part  of  the  crew  of  the  sir  An- 
drew Hammond,  and  sailed  from  Valparaiso  on  the  27th  of 
April,  where  the  enemy  were  still  patching  up  their  ^hips  to 
put  them  in  a  state  for  proceeding  to  Rio  de  Janeird,  pre- 
vious to  going  to  England. 

•  Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  remains  of  my  crew  to  be  exchanged, 
as  also  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  commodore 
Hillyar  and  myself  on  that  subject.  I  also  send  you  a  list 
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of  the  ptisoners  I  have  taken  during  my  cruize,  amounting 
to  343. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  P«RTER. 
The  honourable  secretary  of  the  Navy  of 

the  United  States^  Washington. 
P.  S. — ^To  give  you  a  correct  idea  of  the  state  of  the  Es- 
sex at  the  time  of  her  surrender,  I  send  you  the  boatswain's 
and  carpenter's  report  of  damages;  I  also  send  you  a  report 
of  the  divisions.     , 

Return  of  the  killed^  wounded^  and  missings  on  board  the 
Essex^  in  tfie  action  fought  in  the  port  of  Valparaiso^  with 
the  Phoebe  and  Cherub* 

Killed,  and  have  since  died  of  their  wounds,     ,  58 

Severely  wounded,  69 

Slightly  wounded,  26 

Missing,  31 

Total,  154  ^ 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy. 
Sir,  New  Tori,  July  13,  1814. 

There  are  some  facts  relating  to  our  enemy,  and,  although 
not  connected  with  the  action,  serve  to  shew  his  perfidy,  and 

~  should  be  known.     , 

On  commodore  Hillyar's  arrival  at  Valparaiso,  he  ran  the 
Phoebe  close  along  side  of  the  Essex,  and  inquired  politely  , 
after  my  health,  observing  that  his  ship  was  cleared  for  ac- 
tion and  his  men  prepared  for  boarding.  I  observed,  **  sir,  if 

'you,  by  any  accident,  get  on  board  of  me,  I  assure  you  that 
great  confusion  will  take  place;  I  am  prepared  to  receive 
you,  but  'shall  only  act  on  the  defensive.''  He  observed,  coolly 
and  indifferently,  "  oh  sir,  I  have  no  such  intentions;"  at  this 
instant  his  ship  took  aback  on  my  starboard  bow,  her  yards^ 
nearly  locking  with  those  of  the  Essex.  I  called  all  hands  to 
board  the  enemy;  and  in  an  instant  my  crew  were  ready  to 
spring  on  her  decks.  Commodore  Hillyar  exclaimed,  with 
great  agitation,  "  I  had  no  intention  of  getting  on  board  of 
you;— I  had  no  intention  of  coming  so  near  you;  I  am  sorry 
I  came  so  near  you."  His  ship  fell  off  with  her  jib-boom  oyer 
my  decks;  her  bows  exposed  to  my  broadside,  her  stern  to 
the  fire  of  the  Essex  Junior,  her  crew  in  the  greatest  confu- 
VOL^  IV.  {T  t] 
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•ion,  and  io  fifteen  minutes  I  cpuld  have  taken  or  destroyed 
her.  After  he  had  brought  his  ship  to  anchor,  commodore 
Hillyar,  and  captain  Tucker  of  the  Cherub,  visited  me  on 
shore,  whAi  I  asked  him  if  he  intended  to  respect  the  neu- 
trality of  the  port.  "Sir,'*  said  he,  '*you  have  paid  such  re- 
spect to  the  neutrahty  of  this  port,  that  I  feel  myself  bound, 
in  honour,  to  do  the  same." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Hilly ar^  of  his  Majesty^s  Ship 
Phoebe,  to  John  Wilson  Croker^  Esq,^  dated  Ycdparaiso  Bat/y 
March  30, 1814. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  for  ^^^  information  of 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  a  litde  past  3 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  instant,  after  nearly  five 
months  anxious  search,  and  six  weeks  still  more  anxious 
look  out  for  the  Essex  and  her  companiofi  to  quit  the  port 
of  Valparaiso,  we  saw  the  former  under  way,  and  immedi- 
ately, accompanied  by  the  Cherub,  made  all  sail  to  close  with 
her.  On  rounding  the  outer  point  of  the  bay,  and  hauling 
her  wind  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  weather  us  and 
escape,  she  lost^er  main-top-mast,  and  afterwards,  not  suc- 
ceeding in  an  effort  to  regain  the  limits  of  the  port,  bore  up 
and  anchored  so  near  the  shore  (a  few  miles  to  the  leeward 
of  it)  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  passing  ahead  of  her 
without  risk  to  his  majef*ty's  ships.  As  we  drew  near,  my  in- 
tention of  going  close  under  her  stern  was  frustrated  by  the 
«hip  breaking  off,  and  from  the  wind  blowing  extremely  fresh. 
Our  first  fire,  commencing  a  little  past  4,  and  continuing  about 
10  minutes,  produced  no  visible  effect;  our  second,  afewran- 
dom  shot  only,  from  having  increased  our  distance  by  wear- 
ing, was  not  apparently  more  successful,  and  having  lost  the 
use  of  our  main-sail,  jib,  and  main-stay,  appearances  were  a 
little  inauspicious.  On  standing  again  towards  her,  I  signified 
my  intention  of  anchoring,  for  which  we  were  not  ready  be- 
fore, with  springs,  to  captain  Tucker,  directing  him  to  keep 
tmder  way,  and  take  a  convenient  station  for  annoying  our 
opponent.  On  closing  with  the  Essex,  at  35  minutes  past  5, 
ihe  firing  recommenced,  and  before  I  gained  my  intended 
position,  her  cable  was  cut,  and  a  serious  conflict  ensued 
The  guns  of  his  majesty^s  ship  gradually  becoming  molt 
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destructive,  and  her  crew,  if  possible,  more  animated,  which 
lasted  until  20  minutes  past  6,  when  it  pleased  the  Almighty 
disposer  of  events  to  bless  the  efforts  of  my  gallant  com- 
panions and  my  personal  very  humble  ones,  with  victory. 
My  friend,  captain  Tucker,  an  officer  worthy  of  their  lord- 
ships* best  attentions,  was  severely  wounded  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  but  remained  on  deck  until  it  terminated, 
using  every  exertion  against  the  baffling  winds  and  ocasional 
calms  which  followed  the  heavy  firing,  to  close  near  the  ene- 
my. He  informs  me  that  his  officers  and  crew,  of  whose  loy- 
alty, zeal,  and  discipline  I  entertain  the  highest  opinion,  con- 
ducted themselves  to  his  satisfaction. 

I  have  to  lament  the  death  of  four  of  my  brave  compan- 
ions and  one  of  his:  with  real  sorrow  I  add  that  mjj^  first 
lieutenant,  Ingram,  is  among  the  number.  He  fell  early — is 
a  great  loss  to  his  majesty's  service.  The  manly  tears  which 
I  observed  this  morning,  while  performing  the  last  mournful 
duty  at  his  funeral,  on  shore,  more  fully  evinced  the  respect 
and  affection  of  his  afflicted  companions  than  any  eulogium 
my  pen  is  equal  to.  Our  lists  of  wounded  are  small,  and 
there  is  only  one  for  whom  I  am  under  anxiety.  The  con- 
duct of  my  officers  and  crew,  without  an  individual  excep- 
tion that  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  before,  during,  and 
after  battle,  was  such  as  became  good  and  loyal  subjects,  zeal- 
ous for  the  honour  of  their  much-loved  though  distant  king 
and -country. 

The  defence  of  the  Essex,  taking  into  consideration  our 
superiority  of  force,  the  very  discouraging  circumstance  of 
her  having  lost  her  main-top-mast,  and  being  twice  on  fire, 
did  honour  to  her  brave  defenders,  and  most  fully  evinced 
the  courage  of  captain  Porter  and  those  under  his  command. 
Her  colours  were  not  struck  utitil  the  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  so  awfully  great,  her  shattered  condition  so  se- 
riously bad,  as  to  render  further  resistance  unavailing. 

I  was  much  hurt  at  hearing  that  her  men  had  been  encourag- 
ed, when  the  result  of  the.  action  was  evidently  decided,  some  to 
take  to  their  boats,  and  others  to  swim  on  shore;  many  were 
drowned  in  the  attempt — sixteen  were  saved  by  the  exertions 
of  my  people,  and  others,  I  believe  between  thirty  and  forty, 
effected  their  landing;  I  informed  captain  Porter  that  I  con- 
sidered the  latter  in  point  of  honour  as  my  prisoners.  He  said 
the  encouragement  was  given  when  the  ship  was  in  danger 
from  fire,  and  I  have  notpressed  the  point.  The  Essex  is  com- 
pletely stored  and  provisioned  for  at  least  six  months^  and  aU 
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though  much  injured  in  her  upper  works,  masts,  and  rigging, 
is  not  in  such  a  state  as  to  give  the  slightest  cause  of  alarm,  re- 
specting her  being  able  to  perform  a  voyage  to  Europe  with  per- 
fect safety.  Our  main  and  mizen-masts  and  main-yard  are  ra- 
ther seriously  wounded:  these,  with  a  few  shot  holes  between 
wind  and  water,  which  we  can  get  at  without  lightening,  and 
a  loss  of  canvas  and  cordage,  which  we  can  partly  replace 
from  our  well- stored  prize,  are  the  extent  of  the  injuries 
his  majesty's  ship  has  sustained. 

I  feci  it  a  pleasant  duty  to  recommend  to  their  lordships'  no- 
tice my  now  senior  lieutenant,  Pearson,  and  Messrs,  Allen, 
Gardner,  Porter,  and  Daw,  midshipmen.  I  shoXild  do  very 
great  injustice  to  Mr.  George  O'Brien,  the  mate  of  the  Emily, 
merchantman,  who  joined  a  boat's  crew  of  mine  in  the  har- 
bour, and  pushed  for  the  ship  the  moment  he  saw  her  likely 
to  come  into  action,  were  I  to  omit  recommending  him  to 
their  lordships.  His  conduct,  with  that  of  Mr.  N.  Murphy, 
master  of  the  English  brig  Good  Friends,  were  such  as  to 
entitle  them  both  to  my  lasting  regard,  and  prove  that  they 
were  ever  ready  to  hazard  their  lives  in  their  country's  ho- 
nourable cause.  They  came  on  board  when  the  attempt  was 
attended  with  great  risk,  and  both  their  boats  were  swamped. 
I  have  before  informed  their  lordships  that  Mr.  O^Brien  was 
once  a  lieutenant  in  his  majest>''s  service— (may  now  add 
that  youthful  indiscretions  appear  to  have  given  place  to 
great  correctness  of  conduct) — and,  as  he  has  proved  his 
laudable  zeal  for  its  honour,  I  think,  if  restored,  he  will  be 
found  one  of  its  greatest  ornaments.  I  inclose  returns  of  the 
killed  and  wounded;  and  if  conceived  to  have  trespaissed  on 
their  lordships'  time  by  this  very  long  letter,  hope  it  will  be 
kindly  ^scribed  to  the  right  cause — an  earnest  wish  that  me- 
rit ma^  meet  its  due  reward. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

JAMES  HILLYAR. 

P.  S.  There  has  not  been  found  a  ship's  book  or  paper  of 
any  description  (charts  exepted)  on  board  the  Essex,  or  any 
document  relative  to  the  number  serving  in  her  previous  to 
the  action.  Captain  Porter  informs  me  that  he  had  upwards 
of  260  victualled.  Our  prisoners,  including  42  wounded, 
amount  to  161;  23  were  found  dead  on  her  decks;  three 
wounded  were  taken  away  by  captain  Downes,  of  the  Essex 
Junior,  a  few  minutes  before  the  colours  were  struck,  and  I 
believe  20  or  30  reached  the  shore;  the  remainder  were  killed 
or  drowned. 
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Ust  of  killed  and  wounded^  in  his  Majesty* s  Ships  under'' 
mentioned^  in  action  with  the  United  States  frigate  EsseXy 
on  the  2%th  March^  1814. 
Phoebe — 4  killed — 7  wounded, 
Cherub — 1  killed — -3  wounded. 
Total — 5  killed — 10  wounded. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  EPERVIER. 

Copies  of  letters  from  Captain  Warrington  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy, 

United  States  Sloop  Peacock^  at  sea^  lat,  27°  47', 
Sir,  long.  80**  9',  29th  April,  1814. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  we  have  this  morning 
captured,  after  an  action  of  forty-two  minutes,  his  majesty's 
brig  Epervier,  rating  and  mounting  eighteen  thirty-two-pound 
carronades,  with  128  men,  of  whom  eight  were  killed  and 
15  wounded  (according  to  the  best  information  we  could  ob- 
tain).  Among  the  latter  is  her  first  lieutenant,  who  has  lost 
an  arm  and  received  a  severe  splinter-wound  on  the  hip.  Not 
a  man  in  the  Peacock  was  killed;  and  only  two  wounded, 
neither  dangerously  so.  The  fate  of  the  Epervier  would  have 
been  determined  in  much  less  tipie,  but  for  the  circumstance 
of  our  fore-yard  being  totally  disabled  by  two  round  shot  in 
the  starboard  quarter  from  her  first  broadside,  which  entirely 
deprived  us  of  the  use  of  our  fore  and  fore-top-sails,  and 
compelled  us  to  keep  the  ship  large  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  action. 

This,  with  a  few  top-mast  and  top-gallant  back-stays  cut 
away,  a  few  shot  through  our  sails,  is  the  only  injury  the  Pea- 
cock has  sustained.  Not  a  round  shot  touched  our  hull;  our 
masts  and  spars  are  as  sound  as  ever.  When  the  enemy 
struck,  he  had  five  feet  water  in  his  hold,  his  main-top-mast 
was  over  the  side,  hia  main-boom  shot  away,  his  fore-mast 
cut  nearly  in  two  and  tottering,  his  fore-ngging  and  stays 
shot  away,  his  bowsprit  badly  wounded,  and  forty-five  shot* 
holes  in  his  hull,  twenty  of  which  were  within  a  foot  of  his 
water  line.  By  great  exertion  we  got  her  in  sailing  order, 
just  as  the  dark  came  on. 

In  fifteen  minutes  after  the  enemy  struck,  the  Peacock  was 
ready  for  another  action,  in  every  respect  but  her  fore-yard, 
which  was  sent  down,  fished,  and  had  the  fore-sail  set  again 
in  forty-five  ininutes:  such  was  the  spirit  and  activity  of  our 
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gallant  crew.  The  Epervier  had  under  her  convoy  an  Eng- 
lish hc-rmaphrodite  brig,  a  Russian  and  a  Spanish  ship,  which 
all  hauled  thiir  wind,  and  stood  to  the  east  north-east.  I  had 
dcttrmiped  upon  pursuing  the  former,  but  found  that  it 
would  not  answer  to  leuve  our  prize  in  her  then  crippled 
statc^  and  the  more  particularly  so,  as  we  found  she  had  in 
specie  120,000  dollars,  which  we  soon  transferred  to  this 
sloop.  • 

Even-  officer,  seaman,  and  marine  did  his  duty,  which  Is 
the  hii  best  compliment  I  can  pay  them. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

L,  WARRINGTON. 

P.  S.  From  lieutenant  Nicholson^s  report,  who  was  counts 
ing  up  the  £pervier*s  crew,  there  were  eleven. killed  and  fiif- 
teeo  wounded. 

L.  W- 

United  States  Ship  Peacock^ 

Savannah^  5th  May^  1814. 
As  my  letter  of  yesterday  was  too  late  for  the  mail,  I  ad- 
dress you  again  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  which  is  pleas- 
ing and  gratifx  ing  to  me  in  a  high  degree,  and  is  but  doing 
justice  to  the  merits  of  the  deserving  officers  under  my  com- 
mand, of  whom  I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  speaking,  as 
I  considered  it  most  correct  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  par- 
ticular communication. 

To  the  unwearied  and  indefatigable  attention  of  lieutenant 
Nicholson  (1st),  in  organizing  and  training  the  crew,  the  suc- 
cess of  this  action  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be^tributed.  I 
have  confided  greatly  in  him,  and  have  never  found  my  con- 
fidence misplaced.  For  judgment,  coolness,  and  decision,  in 
times  of  difficulty,  few  can  surpass  him. 

This  is  the  second  action  in  which  he  Has  been  engaged 
this  war,  and  in  both  he  has  been  successful.  His  greatest 
pride  is  to  earn  a  commander*s  commission  by  fighting  for, 
instead  of  he i ring  it. 

From  lieutenant  Henry  (second)  and  lieutenant  Voorhecs 
(acting-third,  who  has  also  been  twice  successfully  engaged), 
I  received  everv  assistance  that  zeal,  ardour,  and  experience 
could  afford.  The  fire  from  their  two  divisions  was  terrible^ 
and  directed  with  the  greatest  precision  and  coolness*  In 
sailing-master  Percival,  whose  great  wish  and  pride  it  is  to 
obtain  a  lieutenant's  commission,  and  whose  unremitting  and 
constant  attention  to  duty,  added  to  his  professional  know- 
ledge,  entitles  him  to  it  in  my  opinion,  I  found  an  aUe  as 
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well  as  willing  assistant.  He  handled  the  ship  as  if  he  had 
been  working  her  into  a  roadstead.  Mr.  David  Cole,  acting- 
carpenter,  I  have  also  found  such  an  able  and  Valuable  man 
in  his  occupation,  that  / 1  must  request  in  the  most  Ernest 
manner,  that  he  may  receive  a  warrant,  for  I  feel  confident, 
that  to  his  uncommon  exertions,  we  in  a  great  measure^ owe 
the  getting  our  prize  into  port,  ^rom  11,  A.  M.,  until  6,  P. 
M.,  he  was  over  her  side  stopping  shot-holes,  on  a  grating, 
and  when  the  ordinary  resourceSs  failed  of  success,  his  skill 
soon  supplied  him  with  efficient  ones.  Mr.  Philip  Myers, 
master's- mate,  has  also  conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  warrant  my  reconimendation  of  him  as  a  master.  He  is 
a  seaman,  navigator,  and  officer;  his  family  in  New  York  is 
respectable,  and  he  would  prove  an  acquisition  to  the  ser- 
vicci  My  clerk,  Mr.  John  S.  Townsend,  is  anxious  to  obtain 
through  my  means  a  midishipman's  warrant,  and  has  taken 
pains  to  qualify  himself  for  it  by  volunteering,  and  constantly 
performing  a  midshipman's  duty — indeed  I  have  but  little 
use  for  a  clerk,  and  he  is  as  great  a  proficient  as  any  of  the 
young  midshipmen,  the  whole  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manher 
that  was  pleasing  to  me,  and  must  be  gratifying  to  you,  as  it 
gives  an  earnest  of  what  they  will  make  in  time;  three  only 
have  been  to  sea  before,. and  one  only  in  a  man  of  war,  yet 
they  were  as  much  at  home  and  as  much  disposed  to  exert 
themselves  as  any  officer  in  the  ship.  Lieutenant  Nicholson 
speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Greeves  and 
Rodgers  (midshipmen),  who  were  in  the  prize  with  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  -sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 
Honourable  William  JoncSy  &?c.  &?c.  ^ 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  REINDEER. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Johnson  Blakely  to  the  Secretary 
oft  he  Navy^  dated  United  States   loop  of  War  ^  Waspj  V  Orient^ 
^thjuly^  1814. 
Sir, 

On  Tuesday  the  28th  ultimo,  being  then  in  latitude  4h®  36' 
north,  and  longitude  11®  15'  west,  we  fell  in  with,  engaged, 
and,  after  an  action  of  nineteen  minutes,  captured  his  Bri« 
tannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  the  Reindeer,  William  Man- 
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iier%  esq.,  commander.  Annexed  are  the  minutes  of  our  pro- 
ceeding on  that  day,  prior  to  and  during  the  continuance  of 
the  action. 

Wllere  all  did  their  duty,  and  each  appeared  annous  to 
excel,  it  is  very  difficult  Jo  discriminate.  It  is,  however,  only 
rendering  them  their  merit  due,  when  it  is  declared  of  lieu- 
tenants Heilv  and  Bi|r\',  first  and  third  of  this  vessel,  and 
whose  names  will  be  found  among  those  of  the  conquerors 
of  the  Guerriere  and  Java,  and  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  second  lieu- 
tenant, who  was  gready  instrumental  in  the  capture  of  the 
Boxer;  that  their  conduct  and  courage  on  this  occasion  ful- 
filled the  highest  expectation,  and  gratified  every  wish.  Sail- 
ing-master Carr  is  also  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  zeal 
and  ability  with  which  he  discharged  his  various  duties. 

The  cool  and  patient  conduct  of  every  officer  and  man, 
while  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  shifting-gun  of  the  enemy,  and 
without  an  opportunity  of  returning  it,  could  only  be  equalled 
by  the  animation  and  ardour  exhibited  when  actually  en- 
gaged, or  by  the  promptitude  and  firmness  with  which  every 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  board  was  met,  and  successfully  re- 
pelled. Such  conduct  may  be  seen,  but  cannot  well  be  de- 
scribed. 

The  Reindeer  mounted  sixteen  24-pound  carronades,  two 
long  6  or  9-poiMiders,  and  a  shifting  12-pound  carronade,  with 
a  complement  of  on  board  118  men.  Her  crew  were  said  to 
be  the  pride  of  Plymouth. 

Our  loss  in  men  has  been  severe,  owing  in  part  to  the 
proximity  of  the  two  vessels,  and  the  extreme  smoothness  of 
the  sea,  but  chiefly  in  repelling  boarders.  That  of  the  enemy, 
however,  was  infinitely  more  so,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 

Six  round  shot  struck  our  hull,  and  many  grape,  which  did 
not  penetrate  far.  The  fore-mast  received  a  24-pound  shot, 
which  passed  through  its  centre,  and  our  rigging  and  sails 
were  a  good  deal  injured. 

The  Heinder  was  literally  cut  to  pieces  in  a  line  with  her 
ports;  her  upper  works,  boats  and  spare  spars  were  one  com- 
plete wreck.  A  breeze  springing  up  next  afternoon,  her  fore- 
mast went  by  the  board. 

Having  received  all  the  prisoners  on  board,  which  from 
the  number  of  wounded  occupied  much  time,  together  with 
their  baggage,  the  Reindeer  was  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
set  on  fire,  and  in  a  few  hours  blew  up. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  J.BLAKELEY. 
Hon^  Wm.  Jones^  Secretary  of  the  Navy* 
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Minutes  of  the  action  between  the  United  States^  Sloop  Waspy 
and  his  Britannic  Majesty* s  Sloop  Reindeer^  on  the  28f A 
Jxine^  1814, lat.  48**  36'  iV.  long.  W'^XS'W. 
At  4,  A.  M.,  light  breezes  and  cloudx ;  at  a  quarter.after 

4  discovered  two  sails,  two  points  before  the  lee-beam,  kept 
away  in  chase;  shortly  after  discovered  one  sail,  on  the  wea- 
ther-beam;  altered  the  course  and  hauled  by  in  chase  of  the 
sail  to  windward.  At  8,  sail  to  windward  bore  E.  N.  E.,  wind 
very  light;  at  10  the  stranger  sail,  bearing  E.  by  N.,  hoisted 
an  English  ensign  and  pendant,  and  displayed  a  signal  at  the 
main  (blue  and  yellow  diagonally).  Meridian,  light  airs  and 
clouds,  at  half  past  12,  P.  M.,  the  enemy  showed  a  blue  and 
white  flag,  diagonally,  at  the  fore,  and  fired  a  gun,  1  hour 
15  minutes  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  ac- 
tion, 1  hour  22  minutes,  believing  we  could  weather  the  ene- 
my, tacked  ship  and  stood  for  him,  1  hour  50  minutes,  the 
enemy  tacked  ship  and  stood  from  us,  1  hpur  56  minutes^ 
hoisted  our  colours  and  fired  a  gun  to  windward,  which  was 
answered  by  the  enemy  with  another  to  windward^  2  hours 
20  minutes,  the  enemy  still  standing  from  us,  set  the  royals, 

5  hours  25  minutes,  set  the  flying-jib,  2  hours  29  minutes^ 
set  the  upper  stay-sails,  2  hours  32  minutes,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing tacked  for  us,  took  in  the  stay-sails,  2  hours  47  minutes, 
furled  the  royals,  2  hours  51  minutes,  seeing  that  the  enemy^ 
would  be  able  to  weather  us,  tacked  ship,  3  hours  3  minutes, 
the  enemy  hoisted  his  flying-jib;  brailcd  up  our  mizen,  <J 
hours  15  minutes,  the  enemy  on  our  weather-quarter,  distant 
about  60  yards,  fired  his  shifting-gun,  a  12-pound  carronade 
at  us,  loaded  with  round  and  gr»pe-shot,  from  his  top-gallant 
forecastle,  3  hours  17  minutes,  fired  the  same  gun  a  second 
time,  3  hours  19  minutes,  fired  it  a  3d  time,  3  hours  21  minutes 
fired  it  a  fourth  time,  3  hours  24  minutes,  a  fifth  shot,  all  from 
the  same  gun.  Finding  the  enemy  did  not  get  sufficiently  on  the 
beam  to  enable  us  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  put  the  helm  a-lee, 
and  at  26  minutes  after  3  commenced  the  action,  with  the 
afteivcarronade  on  the  starboard  sl«le,  and  fired  in  succes- 
sion, 3  hours  4  minutes,  hauled  up  the  mai^-sail,  3  hours  40 
minutes,  the  enemy  having  his  larboard  bow  in  contact  with 
our  larboard  quarter  endeavoured  to  board  us,  but  was  re* 
pulsed  in  every  attempt;  at  3  hours  44  minutes,  orders  were 
given  to  board  in  turn,  which  were  promptly  executed,  whea,. 
all  resistance  immediately  ceased,  and  at  3  hours  45  minutes, 
the  enemy  hauled  down  his  flag. 


v'cjx.  IV.  Ttr  U  j 


J.  BLAKELEYi 


338]  HISTORICAL  REGISTER. 

List  of  kiUed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Wasp. 

Killed, S 

Wounded,  .  -  -  .         -  21 

Killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Reindeer^ 

Killed,         .         -     • 25 

Wounded  dangerously,         -         -         .         .  10 

do.         severely,         -         -         -         -         -  17 

do.         slighdy,             -         -          -           -  15 

Whole  number  wounded,  -  -  -  42 

y  Whole  number  killed  and  wounded,         -         .  67 

N.  B.  More/than  half  the  wounded  were,  in  consequence 
of  the  severity  and  extent  ot  their  wounds,  put  on  board  a 
Portuguese  brig  called  the  Lisbon  Packet,  on  the  third  day 
after  the  action,  to  wit,  on  the  1st  July,  boun^  to  Plymouth, 
England. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  LEVANT  AND  CTANE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Stewart  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  J  dated  United  States*  Frigate  Canstitution^  May  — , 

1815. 
Sir, 

On  the  20th  of  February  last,  the  island  of  Madeira  bear- 
ing about  W.  S.  W.,  distant  60  leagues,  we  fell  in  with  his 
Britannic  majesty's  two  ships  of  war,  the  Cyane  and  Levant, 
and  brought  them  to  action  about  6  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
both  of  which,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of  40  minutes, 
surrendered  to  the  ship  under  my  command. 

Considering  the  advantages  derived  by  the  enemy,  from 
a  divided  and  more  active  force,  as  also  their  superiority  in 
the  weight  and  number  of  guns,  I  deem  the~  speedy  and  de- 
cisive  result  of  this  action  the  strongest  assurance  which  can 
be  given  to  the  government,  that  all  under  my  command  did 
their  duty,  and  gallantly  supported  the  reputadbn  of  Ameri- 
can seamen. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  minutes  of  the  action^  and  a. 
list  of  (he  killed  and  wounded  on  board  this  ship;  also  in- 
closed you  will  receive  for  your  information  a  statement  of 
the  actual  force  of  the  enemy,  and  th^  number  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  their  ships,  as  near  as  could  he  ascer- 
tained. 


•  1    - 
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I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART, 

Honourable  5.  W.  Crowninshield^ 

secretary  of  the  navy^  Washington^ 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  United  States'*  frigate 
Constitution^  of  forty  four  guns^  {mounting  thirty-two  twen- 
ty four-pounders^  and  twenty  thirty-two-pound  carronades\ 
on  the  20th  February^  1815,  in  action  xvith  his  Britannic 
Majesty^ s  ships  Cyane  and  Levant. 

Killed,  3 — wounded,  12 — ^total,  15. 

Statement  of  the  actual  force  of  his  Britannic  Majesty^  s  ships 
Levant^  Captain  the  'honourable  George  Douglass^  comman^ 
der;  and  Cyane^  Captain  Gordon  Falcon^  commander^  with  the 
number  killed  and  wounded  on  board  each  ship^  on  the  20th 
February^  1915,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained^  while  en^ 
gaged  with  the  United  States^  frigate  Constitution* 

I^evant, 
18  thirty-two-pounders,  carronades. 

1  twelve-pounder,  do, 

2  nine-pounders,  long  guns. 

21  guns,  156  officers,  seamen,  and  marines. 
Prisoners,  133  officers,  seamen,  and  marines. 

Killed,  23-^wounded,  16~-total  killed  and  wounded,  39. 

Cyane* 

22  thirty-two-pounders,  carrohades. 
10  eighteen-pounders,         do. 

2  twelve-pounders,  long  guns. 

34-guns,  180  officers,  seamen,  and  marines. 

2  brass  swivels. 
Prisoners,  168,  office^,  seamen,  and  marines. 
Killed,  12 — ^wounded,  26 — ^total,  killed  and  wounded,  38* 

Minutes  of  the  action  between  the  United  States^  fr^gote  Con- 
stitution^ and  his  Britannic  Majesty^ s  ships  Cyane  and  Le- 
vant^ on  the  20th  February^  1815. 

Commences  with  light  breezes  from  the  east,  and  cloudy 
weather — at  1,  discovered  a  sail  two  points  on  the  larboard 
bow-— hauled  up  and  made  sail  in  chase— -1-4  past  1,  made 
the  sail  to  be  a  ship;  at  3-4  past  1,  discovered  another 
saiil  a-head;  made  them  out  at  2,  P*.  M«>  to  be  both  ships^ 
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standing  close  hanled,  with  their  starboard  tacks  on  board; 
at  4,  P.  Mm  the  weathermost  ship  made  signals,  and  bore  up 
for  her  consort,  then  about  ten  miles  to  leeward;  we  bore  up 
after  her,  and  set  lower,  topmast, top-gallant,  and  royal  stud- 
ding-tails  in  chase;   at  half  past  4,  carried  away  our  main 
royal  mast;  took  in  the  sails  and  got  another  prepared;  at  5, 
P.  Mm  commenced  firing  on  the  chase  from  our  two  larboard 
bow  guns;  our  shot  falling  short,  ceased  firing;  at  half  past  5, 
finding  it  impossible  to  prevent  their  junction,  cleared  ship 
for  action,  then  about  four  miles  from  the  two  ships;  at  for- 
ty minutes  after  5,  they  passed  within  hail  of  each  other,  and 
hauled  by  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  hauled  up  their 
courses,  and  prepared  to  receive  us;  at  forty-five  minutes 
past  5,  they  made  all  sail  close  hauled  by  the  wind,  in  hopes 
of  getting  to  windward  of  us;  at  fifty-five  minutes  past  5, 
finding  themselves  disappointed  in  their  object,  and  we  were 
'closing  with  them  fast,  they  shortened  ^ail,  and  formed  on  a 
line  of  wind,  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  each  other.  At 
6,  P.  M.,  having  them  under  command  of  our  battery,  hoist- 
ed our  colours,  which  was  answered  by  both  ships  hoisting 
English  ensigns;  at  five  minutes  past  6,  ranged  up  on  the 
starboard  side  of  the  sternmost  ship,  about  300  yards  dis- 
tant, and  commenced  the  action  by  broadsides,  both  ships 
returning  our  fire  with  great  spirit  for  about  fifteen  minutes, 
then  the  fire  of  the  enemy  beginning  to  slacken,  and  the  great 
column  of  smoke  collected  under  our  lee  induced  us  to  cease 
our  fire  to  ascertain  their  positions  and  conditions;  in  about 
three  minutes,  the  smoke  clearing  away,  we  found  ourselves 
abreast  of  the  headmost  ship,  the  sternmost  ship  luffing  up 
for  our  larboard  quarter;  we  poured  a  broadside  into  the 
headmost  ship,  and  then  braced  aback  our  main  and  mizen 
top-sails,  and  backed  astern  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  abreast 
the  sternmost  ship,  when  the  action  was  continued  with  spi- 
rit and  considerable  effect  until  thirty- five  minutes  past  6, 
when  the  enemy's  fire  again  slackened,  and  we  discovered 
the  headmost  bearing  up;  filled  our  top-sails,  shot  ahead,  and 
gave  her  two  stern  rakes;  we  then  discovere<J.  th,e  sternmost 
ship  wearing  also;  wore  ship  immediatelyafter  her,  and  gave 
her  a  stern  rake,  shir  luffing  too  on  our  starboard  bow,  and 
giving  us  her  larboard  broadside;   we  ranged  up  on  her  lar- 
board quarter,  within  hail,  and  was  about  to  give  her  our 
starboard  broadside  when  she  struck  her  colours, fired  a  lee  gun 
and  yielded.  At  fifty  minutes  past  6,  took  possession  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty's  ship  Cyane,  captain  G6rdon  Falcon,  mounting 
thirty^-four  guns.  At  3,  P,  M.,  iilled  away  aft^r  her  consort, 
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which  was  still  in  sight  to  leeward.  At  half  past  8,  found  h«r 
standing  towards  us,  with  her  starboard  tacks  '  close  hauled 
with  top-gallant  sails  set  and  colours  flying.  At  fifty  minutes 
past  8,  ranged  close  along  side  to  windward  of  her,  on  op- 
posite tacks,  and  exchanged  broadsides— wore  immediately 
under  her  stern  and  raked  her  with  a  broadside;  she  then 
crowded  all  sail  and  endeavoured  to  escape  by  running — 
hauled  on  boardour  tacks,  set  spanker,  and  flving  jib  in  chase. 
At  half  past  9,  commenced  firing  on  her  from  our  starboard 
bow  chaser;  gaye  her  several  shot,  which  cut  her  spars  and 
rigging  considerably.  At  10,  P.  M.,  finding  they  could  not 
escape,  fired  a  gun,  struck  her  colours,  and  yielded.  We  im- 
mediately took  possession  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  ship  Le« 
vant,  honourable  captain  (jeorge  Douglass,  mounting  twenty- 
one  guns.  At  1,  A.  M.,  the  damages  of  our  rigging  was  re- 
paired, sails  shifted,  and  the  ship  in  fighting  condition. 

Minutes  of  the  chase  of  the  United  States*  frigate  Constitution^ 
by  an  English  squadron  of  three  Ships^  from  out  the  harbour 
of  Port  Praya^  Island  of  St.  J  ago. 

Commences  with  fresh  breezes  and  thick  foggy  weather. 
At  five  minutes  past  12,  discovered  a  large  ship  through  the 
fog  standing  in  for  Port  Pray  a.  At  eight  minutes  past  12 
discovered  two  other  large  ships  astern  of  her,  also  standing 
in  for  the  port.  From  tl^eir  general  appearance,  supposed 
them  to  be  one  of  the  enemy's  squadrons,  and  from  the  lit- 
tle respect  hitherto  paid  by  them  to  neutral  waters,  I  deemed 
it  most  prudent  to  put  to  sea.  The  signal  was  made  to  the 
Cyane  and  Levant  to  get  under  weigh.  At  12,  A.  M.,  with 
our  top-sails  set,  we  cut  our  cable  and  got  under  weigh  (when 
the  Portuguese  opened  a  fire  on  us  from  several  of  their  bat- 
teries on  shore),  the  prize-ships  following  our  motions,  and 
stood  out  of  the  harbour  of  Port  Praya,  close  under  East 
Point,  passing  the  enemy's  squadron  about  gun-shot  to  wind- 
ward of  them;  crossed  our  top- gallant  yards  and  set  foresail, 
mainsail,  spanker,  flying  jib,  and  top-gallant  sails.  The  enemy 
seeing  us  under  weigh,  tacked  ship  and  made  all  sail  in  chase 
of  us.  As  far  as  we  could  judge  of  their  rates,  from  the  thick- 
ness of  the  weather,  supposed  them  two  ships  of  the  line  and 
one  frigate.  At  half  past  meridian  cut  away  the  boats  tow- 
ing astern,  first  cutter  and  gig.  At  1,  P.  M.,  found  our  sail- 
ing about  equal  with  the^hips  on  ourlee  quarter,  but  the  fri* 
gate  lufling  up  gaining  our  wake  and  rather  dropping  astern 
of  us,  findmg  the  Cyatie  dropping  astern  and  to  leeward,  and 
the  frignte  gaining  on  her  fast,  I  found  it  impossible  to  save 
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her  if  she  continued  on  the  same  course,  without  having  the 
Constitution  brought  to  action  by  their  whole  force.  I  made 
the  signal  at^en  minutes  past  1,  P.  M.,  to  her  to  tack  ship, 
which  was  complied  with.  This  manoeuvre,  I  conceived, 
would  d(:tach  one  of  the  enemv*s  ships  in  pursuit  of  her, 
while  at  the  same  time,  from  her  position,  she  would  be  en- 
abled lo  reach  the  anchorage  at  Port  Praya,  before  the  de- 
tached ship  could  come  up  with  her;  but  if  they  did  not  tack 
after  her,  it  would  afford  her  an  opportunity  to  double  their 
rear,  and  make  her  escape  before  the  wind.  They  all  cond- 
nutd  in  full  chase  of  tiit-  Levant  and  this  ship;  the  ship  on 
our  lee  quarter  firing,  by  divisions,  broadsides,  her  shot  fall* 
ing  short  of  us.  At  3,  P.  M.,  by  our  having  dropped  the  Le- 
vaot  considerably,  her  situation  became  (from  the  position  of 
the  enemy's  frigate)  similar  to  the  Cyane*  It  became  ne- 
cessary to  separate  also  from  the  Levant,  or  risk  this  ship  be- 
ing brought  to  action  to  cover  her.  I  made  the  signal  at  five 
minutes  past  3,  for  her  to  tack,  which  was  complied  with*  At 
twelve  minuteflf  past  3,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  squadron 
tacked  in  pursuit  of  the  Levant  and  gave  up  the  pursuit  of 
this  ship.  This  sacrifice  of  the  Levant  became  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Constitution.  Sailing-master  Hixon, 
midshipman  Varnum,  one  boatswain's-mate,  and  12  men 
were  absent  on  duty  in  the  fifth  cutter  to  bring  the  cartel 
brig  under  our  stern. 


CAPTURE  0¥  THE  VESGTJJU. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Biddle  to  commodore  Decatur^ 
dated  United  States^  Sloop  Hornet^  off  Tristan  d^Acunha^ 
March  25 y  1815. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  23d  instant,  at  half  past  ten,  when  about  to  anchor  off  the 
north  end  of  the  island  of  Tristan  d^Acunha,  a  arail  was  seen 
"to  the  southward  and  eastward,  steering  to  the  westward, 
the  wind  fresh  from  the  south-south-west.— In  a  few  min- 
utes she  had  passed  on  to  the  westward  so  that  we  could 
not  see  her  for  the  land.  I  immediately  made  sail  for  the 
westward,  and  shortly  after  getting  in  sight  of  her  again, 
perceived  her  to  bear  up  bef  )re  the  wind.  I  hove  too  finr 
her  to  come  down  to  us.  When  «he  had  approached  near, 
I  filled  the  main-top-sail,  and  continued  to  yaw  the  shipi 
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while  she  continued  to  come  down,  wearing  occasionally  to 
prevent  her  passing  under  our  stern.  At  1  40,  ?•  M.,  being 
within  nearly  musket-shot  distance,  she  hauled  her  wind  on 
the  starboard  tack,  hoisted  English  colours  and  fired  a  gun* 
We  immediately  luffed  too,  hoisted  our  ensign,  and  gave  the 
enemy  a  broadside.  The  action  being  thus  commenced,  a 
quick  and  well-directed  fire  was  kept  up  from  this  ship,  the 
enemy  gradually  drifting  nearer  to  us,  when  at  1  55  minutes 
he  bore  up,  apparently  to  run  us  on  board.  As  soon  as  I  per- 
ceived he  would  certainly  fall  on  board,  I  called  the  board- 
ers so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  attempt  to  board  us.  At 
the  instant  every  officer  and  man   repaired  to  the  quarter 
deck,  where  the  two  vessels  were  coming  into  contact,  and 
eagerly  pressed  me  to  permit  them  to  board  the  enemy;  but 
this  I  would  not  permit,  as  it  was  evident  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  that  our  fire  was  greatly  superior 
both  in  quickness  and  effect.  The  enemy's  bowsprit  came  in 
between  our  main  and  mizen  rigging,  on  our  starboard  side, 
affording  him  an  opportunity  to  board  us,  if  such  was  his  de- 
sign, but  no  attempt  was  made* — There  was  a  considerable 
swell  on,  and  as  the  sea  lifted  us  ahead,  the  enemy's  bow- 
sprit carried  away  our  mizen  shrouds,  stem-davits,  and  spank- 
er-boom, and  he  hung  upon  our  larboard  quarter.  At  this 
moment  an  officer,  who  was  afterwards  recognized  to  be  Mr. 
McDonald,  the  first  lieutenant,  and  the  then  commanding  of- 
ficer, called  out  that  they  had  surrendered.  I  directed  the 
marines  and  musketry-men  to  cease  firing,  and,  while  on  the 
taffrail  asking  if  they  had  surrendered,  I  received  a  wound 
in  the  neck.  The  enemy  just  then  got  clear  of  us,  and  his 
fore-mast  and  bowsprit  Being  both  gone,  and  perceiving  us 
wearing  to  give  him  a  fresh  broadside,  he  again  called  out 
that  he  had  surrendered.  It  was  with  difficulty  I  could  re- 
strain my  crew  from  firing  into  him  again,  as  he  had  certainly 
fired  into  us  after  having  surrendered.    From  the  firing  of 
the  first  gun,  to  the  last  time  the  enemy  cried  out  he  had  sur- 
rendered, was  exactly  22  minutes  by  the  watch.  She  proved 
to  be  his  Britannic  majesty's  brig  Penguin,  mounting  16  32- 
pound  carronades,  two  long  12s,  a  12-pound  carronade  on 
the  top-gallant  forecastle,  with  swivels  on  the  capstem  in  the 
tops.  She  had  a  spare  port  forward,  so  as  to  fight  both  her 
long  guns  of  a  side.  She  sailed  from  England  in  September 
last.  She  was  shorter  upon  deck  than  this  ship  by  two  feet, 
but  she  had  a  greater  length  of  keel,  greater  breadth  of  beam, 
thicker  sides,  and  higher  bulwarks,  than  this  ship,  and  was  in 
all  respects  a  remarkakly  fine  vessel  of  her  class.  The  enemy 
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acknowledge  a  complement  of  132;  12  of  them  supenjume- 
ran*  marines  from  the  Medway,  74,  received  on  board  in 
consequence  of  their  having  been  ordered  to  cruise  for  the 
Ami  rican  privateer  Young  Wasp.  They  acknowledge,  also, 
a  loss  of  14  killed  and  28  wounded;  but  Mr..  Mayo,  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  prize,  assures  me  that  the  number  of  killed 
was  certainly  greater.  Among  the  killed  is  captain  Dicken* 
son,  who  fell  at  the  close  of  the  action,  and  the  boatswain; 
among  the  wounded,  is  the  second  lieutenant^  purser,  and 
two  midshipmen;  each  of  Ae  midshipmen  lost  a  leg.  We 
received  on  board,  in  all,  118  prisoners,  four  of  whom  have 
since  died  of  their  wounds.  Having  removed  the  prisoners, 
and  taken  on  board  such  provisions  and  stores  as  would  be 
useful  to  us,  I  scuttled  the  Penguin,  this  morning  before  day- 
light, and  she  went  down.  As  she  was  completely  riddled  by 
our  shot,  her  fore-mast  and  bowsprit  both  gone,  and  her 
main-mast  so  crippled  as  to  be  incapable  of  being,  secured,  it 
seemed  unadvisable,  at  this  distance  from  home,  to  attempt 
sending  her  to  the  United  States. 

'I'his  ship  did  not  receive  a  single  round  shot  in  her  hull, 
nor  aiiy  materi.il  wound  in  her  spars;  the  rigging  and  sails 
were  very  much  cut;  but  having  bent  a  new  suit  of  sails,  and 
knotted  and  secured  our  rigging,  we  are  now  completely  rea- 
dy, in  all  respects,  for  any  service.  We  were  eight  men  short 
of  complement,  and  had  nine  upon  the  sick  list  the  morning 
of  the  action. 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  I  lament  to  state 
that  lieutenant  Conner  is  wounded  dangerously.  I  feel  great 
solicitude  on  his  account,  as  he  is  an  officer  of  much  promise, 
and  his  loss  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  service. 

It  is  a  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  conduct  of  lieutenants  Conner  and  Newton,  Mr.  Mavo, 
acting-lieutenant  Brownlow  of  the  marines,  sailing-master 
Rommey,  and  the  other  officers,  seamen,  and  marines- 1  have 
the  honour  to  command,  was  in  the  highest  degree,  credita- 
ble to  them,  and  calls  for  my  warmest  recommendation.  I 
cannot  indeed  do  justice  to  their  merits.  I'he  satisfaction 
which  was  diffused  throughout  the  ship  when  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  stranger  was  an  enemy's  sloop  of  war,  and 
the  alacrity  with  which  every  one  repaired  to  quarters,  fully 
assured  me  that  their  conduct  in  action  would  be  marked 
with  coolness  and  intrepidity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant 

J.  BIDDJuE. 


.-h 
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CAPTURE   OF    THE   PEE8IDENT    FRIGATE* 

Copy  of  a  ktteffrom  Commodore  Decatur^  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy^  dated  his  Britqnnic  Majesty* $  ship  Endymion^  at 

sea^  January  18,  1815. 
Sir, 

The  painful  duty  of  detailing  to  you  the  particular  causes 
which  preceded  and  led  to  the  capture  of  the  late  United 
States'  frigate  President,  by  a  squadron  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's ships  (as  per  margin),  has  devolved  upon  me.  In  my 
communication  of  the  14th,  I  made  known  to  you  my  inten* 
tion  of  proceeding  to  sea  on  that  evening.  Owing  to  some 
BOislake  of  the  pilots,  the  ship,  in  going  out,  grounded  on 
the  bar,  where  she  continued  to  strike  heavily  for  an  hour 
and  a  half;  although  ^he  had  broken  several  of  her  rudder 
braces,  and  had  received  such  other  material  injury  as  to 
render  her  return  into  port  desirable,  I  was  unable  to  do  so 
from  the  strong  westerly  wind  which  was  then  blowing.  It 
being  now  high  water  it  became  necessary  to  force  her  over  the 
bar  before  the  tide  fell;  in  this  we  succeeded  by  10  o'clock, 
when  we  shaped  our  course  along  the  shore  of  Long  Island 
for  fifty  miles;  and  then  steei-ed  S.  £.  by  £•  At  5  o'clock, 
three  ships  were  discovered  ahead,  we  immediately  hauled 
up  the  ship  and  passed  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  them. 
At  daylight  we  discovered  four  ships  in  chase,  one  on  each 
quarter,  and  two  astern,  the  leading  ship  of  the  enemy  a  A 
zee— ^he  commenced  a  fire  upon  us,  ^ut  without  effect.  At 
meridian,  the  wind  became  light  and  baffling,  we  had  increas- 
ed our  distance  from  the  razee,  but  the  next,  ship  astern, 
which  was  also  a  large  ship,  had  gained  and  continued  to  gain 
upon  us  considerably;  we  immediately  occupied  all  hands  to 
lighten  ship,  by  starting  water,  cutting  away  the  anchors, 
throwing  overboard  provisions,  cables,  spare  spars,  boats,  and 
every  article  that  could  be  got  at,  keeping  the  sails  wet  from 
the  royals  down.  At  3,  we  had  the  wind  quite  light;  the  enemy, 
who  had  now  been  joined  by  a  brig,  had  a  strong  breeze,  and 
were  coming  up  with  us  rapidly.  The  Endymion  (mounting 
50  guns,  24-pounders  on  the  main  deck)  had  now  approached 
us  within  gub-shot,  and  had  commenced  a  fire  with  her  bow 
guns,  which  we  returned  from  our  stern.  At  5  o'clock,  she 
had  obtained  a  position  on  our  starboard  quarter  within  half 
|K>int  blank  shot,  on  which  lieither  our  stern  nor  quarter  guns 
would  bear;  we  were  now  steering  E.  by  N.,  the  wind  N.  W^ 

VOL.  IV.  [X  1^3 
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I  remained  with  her  in  this  position  for  half  an  hour,  in  the 
hope  thit  she  would  close  with  us  on  our  broadside,  in  which 
case  I  had  prepared  my  crew  to  board,  but  from  his  continu- 
ing to  vaw  his  ship  to  maintain  his  position,  it  became  evi- 
dent that  to  close  was  not  his  intention.  Every  fire  now  cut 
some  of  our  sails  or  rigging. 

To  have  continued  our  course  under  these  circumstances, 
would  have  been  placing  it  in  his  power  to  cripple  us,  with- 
out being  subject  to  injury  himself,  and  to  have  hauled  up 
more  to  the  northward  to  bring  our  stem  guns  to  bear  would 
have  exposed  us  to  his  raking  fire.  It  was  now  dusk,  when  I 
determined  to  alter  my  course  south,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  enemy  abeam,  and  although  their  ships  astern 
were  drawing  up  fast,  I  felt  satisfied  I  should  be  enabled  to 
throw  him  out  of  the  combat  before  they  could  come  up,  and 
was  not  without  hopes,  if  the  night  pro^d  dark  (of  which 
there  was  evcr\  appearance),  that  I  might  still  be  enabled  to 
effect  my  escape.  Our  opponent  kept  off  at  the  same  instant 
we  did,  and  our  fire  commenced  at  the  same  time.  We  con- 
tinued engaged,  steering  south,  with  steering  sails  set,  two 
hours  and  a  half,  when  we  completely  succeeded  in  dis- 
mantling her.  Previously  to  her  dropping  entirely  out  of  the 
fiction,  there  were  inter\'als  of  minutes  when  the  ships  were 
broadside  artd  broadside,  in  which  she  did  not  fire  a  gun. 
At  this  period  (half  past  8  o'clock),  although  dark,  the 
other  ships  of  the  squadron  were  in  sight,  and  almost  with- 

fl  gun- shot.  We  were  of  course  compelled- to  abandon  her.       ^ 
n  resuming  our  former  course  for  the  purpose  of  avoid-        j 
ing  the  squadron,  we  Were  compelled  to  present  our  stem  to  .      ^ 
our  antagonist-^-but  such  was  his  state,  though  we  were  thus 
exposed  and.  within  range  of  his  guns  for  half  an  hour,  that        ^ 
he  did  not  avail  himself  of  this   favourable  opportunity  of 
raking  us.  We  continued  this  course  until  tl  oMock,  when 
two  fresh  ships  of  the  enemy  (the  Pomona  and  Tenedos) 
had  come  up.  The  Pomona  had  opened  her  fire  on  the  lar- 
^board  bow,  within  musket-shot;  the  other  about  two  cables* 
length  astern,  taking  a  raking  position  on  our  quarter;  and 
the  rest  (with  the  exception  q?  the  Endymion)  within  gun- 
shot.—  Thus-situated,  with  about  one-fifth  of  my  crew  killed 
and  wounded,  my  ship  crippled,  and  a  more  than  four-fold 
force  opposed  to  me,  without  a  chance  of  escape  left,  I  deem- 
ed it  my  .duty  to  surrender. 

It  is  with  emotions  of  pride  I  bear  testimony  to  the  gal- 
lantry and  steadiness  of  every  officer  and  man  I  had  the  hon- 
our to  command  on  this  occasion,  and  I  feel  satisfied  thatthe 
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hct  of  their  having  beaten  a  force  equal  to  themselves,  in 
the  presence  and  almost  under  the  guns  of  so  vastly  a  supe- 
rior force,  when,  too,  it  was  almost  self-evident,  that  what- 
ever their  exertions  might  be,  they  must  ultimately  be  cap- 
tured, will  be  taken  as  evidence  of  what  they  would  have 
performed  had  the  force  opposed  to  them  been  in  any  degree 
equal* 

It  is  with  extreme  pain  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  lieute- 
nants Babbit,  Hamilton,  and  Howell^  fell  in  the  action.  They 
have  left  no  officers  of  superior  merit  behind  them. 

If,  sir,  the  issue  of  this  affair  had  been  fortunate,  I  should 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  recommended  to  your  attention 
lieutenants  Shubrick  and  Gallagher.  They  maintained 
throughout  the  day  the  reputation  they  had  acquired  in  for- 
mer actions. 

Lieutenant  Twiggs,  of  the  marines,  displayed  great  zeal; 
his  men  were  well  supplied  and  their  fire  incomparatde,  so  long 
as  the  enemy  continued  within  musket  range. 

Midshipman  Randolph,  who  had  charge  of  the  forecastle 
division,  managed  it  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

.  From  Mr.  Robinson,  who  was  serving  as  a  volunteer,  I 
received  essential  aid,  particularly  after  I  was  deprived  of  the 
services  of  the  master,  and  severe  loss  I  had  sustained  in  my 
officers  on  the  quarter-deck.  • 

Of  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  I  am  unable  at  pre- 
sent to  give  you  a  correct  statement;  the  attention  of  the  sur- 
geon being  so  entirely  occupied  with  the  wounded,  that  he 
was  unable  to  make  out  a  correct  return  when  I  left  the  Pre- 
sident, nor  shall  I  be  able  to  make  it  until  our  arrival  in  port, 
we  having  parted  company  with  the  squadron  yesterday. 
The  inclosed  list,  with  the  exception  I  fear  of  its  being  short 
of  the  number,  will  be  found  correct. 

For  24  hours  after  the  action  it  was  nearly  calm,  and  the 
squadron  were  occupied  in  repairing  the  crippled  ships.  Such 
of  the  crew  of  the  President  as  were  not  badly  wounded, 
were  put  on  board  the  different  ships;  myself  and  apart  of  my 
crew  were  put  on  board  this  ship.  On  the  ITth  we  had  a 
gale  from  the  eastward,  in  which  this  ship  lost  her  bowsprit, 
fore,  and  main-masts,  and  mizen-top-mast,  all  of  which  were 
badly  wounded,  and  was  in  consequence  of  her  disabled  con- 
dition, obliged  to  throw  overboard  all  her  upper-deck  guns; 
her  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  must  have  been  very  great.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  extent.  Ten  were  buried 
after  I  came  on  board  (36  hours  after  the  action);  the  badly 
wounded,  such  as  are  obliged  to  keep'  their  cots,  occupy  the 
starboard  side  of  the  gun-deck,  from  the  cabin  bylk-head  to 
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die  naiiMBitt. 'From  the  €ripfpl«d  scate  of  the  Presidentfs 
span,  I  feel  satisfied  she  could  not  hdve  saved  her  mast^,  anil 
I;feel  serious  apprehensions  for  the  safety  0f  otir  wounded 
left  on  board. 

It  is  due  to  captain  Hope,  to  state,  that  every  attcndbn 
has  been  paid  by  him  to  myself  and  officers  that  have  been 
placed  on  board  his  ship,  that  delicacy  and  humani^  could 
dictate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
JHotu  Benjamin  W*  CrawmnshieUj  secretary  of  the  naty^ 
British  squadron  referred  to  in  the  letter* 

Majestic,  raaee;  Endymion,  Pomoxie,  and  Tenedos,  fri- 
gates; and  the  Dispatch,  brig. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  States  fri" 
gate^  President.     Killed  24 — Woutided  55. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  commodore  Stephen  Decatur^  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  dated  New  Tork^  March  ^thj  1815. 
*'In  my  official  letter  of  the  18th  January,  I  omitted  to 
state,  that  a  considerable  number  of  my  kiUed  ud  wounded 
was  from  the  fire  of  the  Pomone,  and  that  the  Endymion 
had  on  board,  in  addition  to  her  own  crew,  one  lieutenant, 
one  master's-matCf  and  50  men  belonging  to  the  Saturn,  and 
when  the  action  ceased,  was  left  motionless  and  unmanage- 
able until  she  bent  new  sails,  rove  new  rigging,  and  fished 
^er  spars,  nor  did  she  join  the  squadron  for  six  hours  after 
the  action,  and  three  hours  after  the  surrender  of  the  Presi- 
dent. My  sword  was  delivered  to  captain  Hays,  of  the  Ma- 
jestic, the  senior  officer  of  the  squadrbn,  on  his  quarter-deck, 
which  he  with  great  politeness  immediately  returned.  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclose  you  my  parole,  by  which  you  will  per- 
ceive the  British  admit  that  the  President  was  captured  by  the 
squadron.  I  should  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  have 
drawn  your  attention  to  this  document,  had  not  the  fact  been 
stated  differently  by  the  Bermuda  Gazette  on  our  arrivd 
there,  which  statement,  however,  the  Editor  was  compelled 
to  retract  through  the  interference  of  the  governor  and 
some  of  the  British  officers  of  the  squadron. 

^^  The  great  assiduity  of  Dr.  Trevett,  and  surgeon's-mates 
Pix  and  Wickes,  to  the  wounded,  merit  the  highest  appro- 
bation. The  only  olEcer  badly  wounded,  is  midshipman  Rich- 
ard Dale,  who  lost  a  leg,  a  circumstance  to  be  particularly 
regretted,  as  he  is  a  young  man  possessed  of  every  quality 
to  make  a  distingnishecl  officer." 
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Stoning^on,  bombardment  of  71,  [235 
Strieker,  general,  his  report  of  the  battle  of  North  Point  [191 


Tennessee  militia  called  out  93 
Thames  river,  afiair  on  the  4,  [5 


354]  IKDBX. 

f 

Tmgty,  coanBodoret  hiM  Mort  on  die  destnictioiv  of  the  navy-yird  it 

Wtthfaigum  134 
IVeaty  of  peace,  its  reception  in  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  121 
Ttaier,  lieutenant,  his  report  on  the  destruction  of  the  British  establish- 

ment  on  lake  Superior  [253  t 

Tfpee  war*  the  109 


Valparaiso,  captain  Porter's  reception  at  107-    Naval  battle  in  its  har- 
bour 111 

W 

Wadfworth,  colonel,  his  letter  to  the  secretary  at  war  [121 
War,  important  lessons  tauf  ht  by  the  122 
Warburton,  fort,  blown  up  43.    Correspondence  respecting^  176] 
Warrington,  captain,  his  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Epervier  [233 
Washington,  measures  for  the  defence  of  34.    Capture  of  41.     Descrip- 
tiooof41.    Destruction  of  the  public  buildings  in  41.    Effects  result- 
ing from  56 
Wasp,  capture  of  the  Reindeer  by  [335 
Wilkinson,  general,  superseded  i^  general  Izard  4.   His  letter  to  the  sec- 

retary  ot  war  [1 
Winder,  general,  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  [129 
Woolsey,  M.  T.,  his  letter  to  commodore  Chauncey  on  the  affjur  at  Sandy 
creek  [21 


Tec,  sir  J.  L*,  cautious  policy  of  8.    His  letter  acconqumying  captain 

Prinips  dispatch  [231 
Yorke,  nr  Joseph,  his  declaration  in  parliament  16,  tiote 
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